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when  II.  M.  Walts’  name  was  submitted  to  their  action, 
the  hostility  ceased,  and,  a firm  and  undeviating  advocate 
of  the  measures  of  President  Lincoln’s  administration 
during  the  war,  -and  of  the  Congressional  plan  of  recon- 
structing the  Government,  he  received,  as  already  stated,  a 
unanimous  confirmation.  Ilis  residence  in  Vienna  was  ex- 
tremely interesting,  and  he  had  the  gratification  of  knowing 
that,  both  politically  and  socially,  Europe  had  been  taught, 
by  the  splendid  achievements  of  our  military  operations, 
by  the  collapse  of  the  Rebellion,  and  the  peaceful  restora- 
tion of  the  united  political  power  upon  wider  and  firmer 
foundations,  that  the  Union  was  no  longer  a rope  of  sand, 
and  the  infant  Republic  had  grown  to  a colossal  manhood 
in  the  family  of  nations.  Our  Minister  was  received  by 
the  Austrian  Court  with  unusual  deference  upon  all  public 
occasions,  and  in  his  private  intercourse  assurance  was 
given  of  the  most  friendly  character.  Ilis  position  was 
■most  favorable  for  observing  the  inner  workings  of  a great 
empire,  then  just  emerging  from  the  stolid  despotism  of  a 
stern  feudal  aristocracy,  and  for  centuries  oppressed  by  the 
Papal  authority.  The  Emperor  had  dissolved  the  “ Con- 
cordat,” modified  the  objectionable  regulations  devised  by 
the  Roman  hierarchy  for  the  elementary  teaching  of  chil- 
dren, and  had  introduced  a policy  more  in  accordance  with 
the  civilization  and  enlightenment  of  the  world.  Since  his 
return  to  the  United  States,  his  attention  has  been  given  to  the 
manufacture  of  iron,  in  which  he  is  now  extensively  and 
usefully  engaged,  contributing  by  his  energy  to  the  wealth 
of  the  nation,  and  by  his  unexceptional  character  affording 
an  instructive  example  to  his  fellow  citizens. 


OMIG,  JOHN,  M.  D.,  of  Allentown,  Pennsylvania, 
was  born  in  Lehigh  county,  Pennsylvania,  Janu- 
ary 3d,  1S04.  His  parents  were  of  German  ex- 
traction, his  paternal  grandfather  having  come  to 
this  country  about  the  year  1732.  Having  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  M.  D.  at  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania  in  1825,  he  commenced  to  practise  the  same 
year  in  the  town  .of  Eogelsville,  Lehigh  county.  In  the 
spring  of  1829,  he  removed  to  Allentown,  and  formed  a 
partnership  with  Charles  II.  Martin,  M.  I).  In  1833,  he 
commenced  the  practice  of  homieopaihy,  and  was  one  of 
the  original  members  of  the  Northampton  I Iomceopathic 
Medical  Faculty,  also  one  of  the  projectors  and  founders,  in 
connection  with  Drs.  liering,  Wesselhoeft,  Detwiller, 
Freytag,  and  other  prominent  physicians,  of  the  North 
American  Academy  der  Ilomccopathische  lleikunst,  at 
Allentown,  and  after  its  incorporation  by  the  Legislature  of 
Pennsylvania,  was  chosen  Vice-President,  lie  also  offici- 
ated as  Professor  of  Obstetrics  in  its  faculty,  Dr.  Ilering 
being  President.  In  the  fall  of  1838,  he  removed  to  Balti- 
more, with  other  practitioners  of  repute,  to  introduce  homoe- 
opathy. Drs.  Ilaynal  and  McManus,  of  that  city,  having 


already  made  it  a study,  then  to  some  extent  practised  the 
system.  His  stay  in  Baltimore  covered  two  years;  he  then 
returned  to  Allentown  to  reside  permanently.  He  has  ever 
been  an  active  temperance  advocate  since  1842,  and  was 
one  of  the  projectors  of  the  First  Division  of  the  Sons  of 
Temperance,  No.  7,  in  Allentown,  Pennsylvania.  Since 
1836,  he  has  been  an  active  and  devoted  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  also  an  elder  in  said  church  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  has  two  sons— William  PI.  and 
George  M.  Romig— now  practising  physicians;  graduates 
of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  as  well  as  of  the  Hahne- 
mann College  of  Philadelphia,  and  now  copartners  with 
him.  He  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  prominent 
practitioners  of  his  school. 
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OOKE,  JAY,  Banker  and  Financier,  was  born  at 
Portland  (now  Sandusky  ',  Huron  county,  Ohio, 
August  loth,  1821.  He  is  the  second  son  of  the 
late  Eleulheros  Cooke,  a distinguished  lawyer  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  who  moved  to  Ohio  in 
1817,  and  subsequently  represented  his  district  in 
the  State  Legislature  and  Congress.  The  Cooke  family 
trace  their  descent  from  Francis  Cooke,  one  of  the  original 
Pilgrim  Fathers,  who  erected  the  third  house  bu.lt  in  Ply- 
mouth. Jay  Cooke  was  educated  chiefly  at  home  by  his 
father  and  mother,  although  he  afterwards  attended  an 
excellent  school,  where  he  devoted  himself  especially  to 
algebra  and  the  higher  mathematics.  When  but  thirteen 
years  old,  lie  entered  a store  in  Sandusky,  where  he  proved 
to  be  an  excellent  clerk,  and  learned  book-keeping.  Re- 
maining here  nearly  a year,  he  was  prevailed  upon  to  go  to 
St.  Louis,  but  his  employer  becoming  embarrassed,  he  was 
obliged  to  leave  and  returned  home,  and  once  more  attended 
school.  In  a few  months  thereafter  he  accepted  a position 
with  his  brother  in-law,  William  G.  Moorhead,  who,  at 
that  time,  was  largely  engaged  in  railroad  and  canal  enter- 
prises, in  Philadelphia.  He  remained  there  a year,  when 
the  firm  was  dissolved,  and  he  once  more  returned  home. 
Shortly  after  this  time,  his  father  received  a letter  from  E. 
W.  Clark,  the  founder  of  the  eminent  house  of  E.  W.  Clark 
& Co.,  Bankers,  of  Philadelphia,  asking  permission  to  take 
his  son  Jay  and  train  him  for  a banker.  He  was  not  quite 
seventeen  years  old  when  he  entered  the  house,  but  he  so 
impressed  the  partners  by  his  earnest  zeal  to  understand 
thoroughly  the  intricacies  of  finance,  and  by  his  careful 
attention  to  business,  that  some  time  before  he  attained  his 
majority,  he  was  entrusted  with  full  powers  of  attorney  to 
sign  the  name  of  the  firm;  and  when,  in  1S42,  he  was 
twenty-one  years  old,  he  was  admitted  as  a partner,  and  so 
remained  until  1S5S,  being  for  the  greater  part  of  the  time 
its  active  business  manager,  and  for  some  time  its  real  head. 
In  the  early  part  of  1 S6 1 , he  went  into  partnership  with  his 
brother-in-law,  W.  G.  Moorhead,  in  the  banking  business. 
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the  style  being  Jay  Cooke  & Co.,  their  chief  object  being 
to  provide  business  careers  for  their  sons.  In  the  spring 
of  i S6 1 , when  the  Government  issued  the  first  of  the  War 
Loans,  this  house  obtained  and  sent  to  Washington,  with- 
out compensation,  a large  list  of  subscriptions,  and  despite 
the  great  financial  and  commercial  depression  under  which 
the  country  was  then  suffering,  succeeded  in  placing  a large 
part  of  the  par  loan  of  Pennsylvania.  The  subsequent  pros- 
perous condition  of  the  house,  and  its  happy  success  in 
placing  the  great  loans  authorized  by  Congress  during  the 
War  of  the  Rebellion,  are  a matter  of  history,  ami  made 
the  name  of  the  Financier  of  the  Rebellion  noted  through- 
out the  world.  After  the  war  closed  the  house  continued 
to  prosper,  until,  in  an  evil  hour,  it  became  the  Bankers  and 
Fiscal  Agents  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company. 
To  this  Corporation  it  made  heavy  advances,  trusting  to  be 
able  to  re-imburse  itself  from  the  sale  of  bonds  ; but  a finan- 
cial storm  swept  over  the  country,  which  the  firm  could 
not  withstand,  and  it  closed  its  doors,  September  i3th,  1873’, 
and  has  since  been  placed  by  its  creditors  in  bankruptcy. 

T 

a 

c LACK,  JAMES  R.,  Lawyer,  and  Brevet  Major- 
‘w’W?  General  United  States  Volunteers,  was  born  in 
(j‘  'c\  Bucks  county,  Pennsylvania,  September  28th, 

1S18,  and  was  there  educated,  his  last  attainments 

d;c 

gsjCSt  being  acquired  at  the  Academy  at  Newtown.  - At 

^ the  age  of  nineteen  years  lie  emigrated  to  Dela- 
ware county,  Indiana,  with  his  father’s  family,  and  during 
the  next  two  years  remained  on  the  farm  assisting .his'father, 
and  there  began  the  life  of  an  agriculturist.  During  the  win- 
ter of  lSj8  he  taught  school,  meanwhile  reading  the  law, 
as  he  had  determined  to  enter  the  legal  ‘profession!  In 
1S39,  he  joined  a corps  of  engineers  who  were  engaged  in 
the  construction  of  the  Indiana  Central  Canal,  and  con- 
tinued in  that  employment  until  the  State  authorities  sus- 
pended the  work.  1 1 is  whole  energies  were  now  concen- 
trated in  pursuing  his  legal  studies,  and  on  the  day  when 
he  attained  the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  after  passing  his 
examination  before  a committee  of  members  of  the  bar,  he 
was  admitted  to  practice  his  profession  of  Attorney  and 
Counsellor  at  Law.  A few  weeks  thereafter  he  removed 
to  Huntington,  Indiana,  wherein  to  commence  life  on  his 
own  account.  The  population  of  the  entire  county  of 
Huntington  was  but  1560;  that  of  the  fown  but  sixty-five 
souls,  and  the  whole  country  thereabouts  wa's  literally  a 
howling  wilderness.  His  cash  capital  was  but  six  dollars, 
and  his  wardrobe  slender.  But  possessing  energy  and  a 
determination  to  succeed,  he  commenced  by  teaching  school, 
and  after  the  term  had  expired  he  obtained  employment  in 
the  County  Clerk’s  office,  where  he  continued  for  two  years. 
The  Legislature  of  the  Stale  having  created  the  office  of 
County  Auditor,  he  was  elected  to  that  post  in  the  summer 
of  1842,  and  re-elected  twice  thereafter,  continuing  to  hold 
the  position  until  March,  1851,  when  his  official  term  ex- 


pired. In  the  ensuing  summer  he  was  nominated  by  the 
Democratic  party  and  elected  to  the  State  Senate,  and  held 
that  position  two  terms  immediately  following  the  adoption 
of  the  new  Constitution.  At  the  expiration  of  his  Sena- 
torial career,  he  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession,  and 
did  not  again  enter  the  political  arena  until  the  summer  of 
1854,  when  he  was  nominated  as  Representative  in  Con- 
gress by  the  Democratic  party  of  his  district,  but  owing  to 
the  joint  efforts  of  the  Anti- Nebraska  element  and  the 
Know-Nothing  movement  he  was  defeated.  In  1S58,  he 
again  received  the  nomination  of  his  party  for  the  State 
Senate,  was  elected  by  a large  majority,  much  larger  than 
his  party  strength,  and  continued  to  fill  that  position  for  four 
successive  sessions,  and  until  May,  1861.  As  soon  as  the 
war  became  an  established  fact,  he  at  once  espoused  the 
cause  of  the  Union,  and,  by  his  fervid  eloquence  and  deter- 
mined purpose,  contributed  largely  to  the  raising  of  troops 
in  various  parts  of  the  State.  In  the  autumn  of  that  year, 
he  was  appointed  Colonel  of  the  47th  Regiment  Indiana 
Volunteers,  by  Governor  Morton,  and  at  once  commenced 
the  severe  task  of  enlisting  his  command,  his  efforts  being 
put  forth  only  in  his  Congressional  District — a task  which 
many  then  deemed  hopeless,  as  one  regiment  had  already 
been  raised  in  the  district,  and  volunteering  seemed  indeed 
to  have  come  to  an  end.  By  his  energy  and  determination 
he  soon  overcame  every  obstacle,  and,  on  December  1st, 
1861,  his  regiment  was  filled.  On  the  13111  of  the  same 
month;  he  was  ordered  to  move  with  his  command  to  Ken 
tucky,  where  he  remained  two  months.  In  February,  1862, 
he  was  ordered  to  Commerce,  Missouri,  there  to  report  to 
General  Pope,  who  was  then  concentrating  a force  to  ope- 
rate on  Island  Ten  and  New  Madrid.  On  his  arrival  at 
Commerce,  he  was  placed  in  command  of  a brigade  con- 
sisting of  fine  Indiana  regiments,  and  so  continued  until 
after  the  capture  of  Island  Ten,  when  he  proceeded  to  Tip- 
tonville,  Tennessee,  where  he  was  placed  in  command  of 
the  District,  embracing  that  point,  Island  'Fen  and  New 
Madrid.  While  so  situated,  he  assisted  in  the  attack  on 
Fort  Pillow,  in  May,  1S62.  When  Corinth  surrendered,  in 
June,  the  fort  was  evacuated,  and  he  was  now  ordered  to 
assume  command  at  Memphis,  which  was  in  a very  turbu- 
lent condition,  where  he  remained,  until  General  Grant 
reached  that  city,  in  July,  and  was  then  relieved,  and  next 
appointed  Post  Commander  at  Helena,  Arkansas.  Here 
he  was  in  quarters  until  December,  1S62,  when  again  being 
placed  in  command  of  a brigade,  he  took  part  in  the  White 
River  Expedition,  and  at  the  close  of  that  campaign  parti- 
cipated in  the  celebrated  Yazoo  Pass  Expedition.  On  his 
third  return  to  Helena  he  was  assigned  to  the  command  of 
the  Second  Brigade,  Twelfth  Division,  Thirteenth  Army 
Corps,  and  figured  somewhat  extensively  in  the  celebrated 
campaign  for  the  reduction  of  Vicksburg,  being  engaged 
in  most  of  the  severe  battles  up  to  that  rebel  stronghold,  in 
one  of  which— the  battle  of  Champion  Hill — lie  lost  nearly 
thirty  per  cent,  of  his  command.  On  the  advance  of  the 
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Union  Army  on  the  entrenchments  at  Vicksburg,  he  was 
left  on  the  east  bank  of  Black  river  to  resist  the  advances 
of  the  rebels  under  General  Johnston,  where  he  rested  till 
relieved,  and  then  moved  immediately  to  the  works  of 
Vicksburg,  and  participated  in  the  assault  until  the  surrender, 
July  4th,  1S63.  The  next  day  he  advanced  with  his  com- 
mand to  Jackson,  Mississippi,  in  an  aggressive  movement 
against  the  rebels  under  General  Johnston,  having  the  ex- 
treme right  of  the  position.  The  struggle  lasted  seven  days, 
when  the  enemy  was  dislodged  and  the  Union  forces 
marched  triumphantly  in.  On  the  day  following  the  sur- 
render of  Jackson  he  returned  to  Vicksburg  for  a fortnight, 
and  thence  to  Natchez,  where  he  tarried  two  weeks,  and 
proceeded  to  New  Orleans,  in  which  department  he  re- 
mained during  the  war,  taking  part  in  all  the  battles  and 
campaigns  of  that  army,  closing  with  the  last  contest  of  the 
war  in  the  capture  of  Spanish  Fort  and  Fort  Blakely  on  the 
east  side  of  Mobile  Bay,  and  the  surrender  of  Mobile 
two  days  thereafter.  lie  then  moved  with  his  command 
to  Spring  Hill,  six  miles  distant,  where  he  remained  till 
June  1st,  1S65,  when  his  men  were  sent  to  New  Orleans, 
while  he  himself  was  ordered  to  report  to  Major-General 
Steele.  He  was  thus  separated  from  those  with  whom  he 
had  been  associated  for  nearly  four  years,  an  association 
greatly  intensified  by  the  hardships  of  innumerable  cam- 
paigns and  the  strife  of  many  a bloody  field.  Soon  after, 
he  with  General  Steele  started  for  Brazos  Santiago,  Texas, 
where  he  was  placed  in  command  of  about  5000  men,  the 
remnant  of  the  Thirteenth  Army  Corps,  stationed  at  Clark- 
ville,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  where  he  was  en- 
trusted with  the  delicate  charge  of  maintaining  quiet  and 
peace  between  the  United  States  forces  and  the  French 
army  then  in  Mexico;  part  of  the  latter  being  located  at 
Bagdad,  a Mexican  city  on  the  opposite  shore.  After  a 
two  months’  sojourn  he  was  ordered  to  Brownsville,  forty 
miles  up  the  river,  where  he  remained  until  the  middle  of 
September  in  the  same  command,  wnen  he  was  relieved 
from  duty  and  ordered  home,  after  four  years  of  almost  con- 
stant service  in  the  field.  He  was  made  Brigadier-General 
in  November,  iSbq.and  Major-General  by  brevet  in  March, 

1565.  lie  was  mustered  out  of  the  service  in  January, 

1566,  when  he  immediately  resumed  the  practice  of  his 
profession  at  Huntington,  Indiana.  His  military  career 
from  its  commencement  to  its  close  is  worthy  of  the  grate- 
ful remembrance  of  all  his  countrymen,  lie  was  wise  in 
counsel,  energetic  in  achievement,  unflagging  in  zeal,  ever 
vigilant,  true,  and  unmurmuring.  No  officer  looked  more 
carefully  after  the  interest  and  welfare  of  his  command; 
hence  their  devotion  to  him  to  the  last.  lie  continued  in 
the  practice  of  his  profession  until  April  1st,  1873,  when  he 
was  elected  Judge  of  the  Twenty-eighth  Judicial  Circuit. 
The  district  was  heavily  Republican,  but  notwithstanding 
this  he  was  elected  by  789  majority  over  his  opponent. 
He  had  previously  been  selected  by  the  Democrats  as  their 
candidate  for  Governor,  but  declined  the  nomination. 


ENCYCLOPAEDIA. 


3ARTSIIORNE,  CHARLES,  Vice-President  of 
the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  Company,  was  born 
in  Philadelphia,  September  2d,  1829,  and  is  a 
son  of  the  late  Dr.  Joseph  Ilartshorne,  an 
eminent  and  respected  physician  of  that  city. 
He  was  educated  primarily  at  Ilaverford  School 
and  College,  an  institution  under  the  control  of  the  Society 
of  Friends,  and  subsequently  entered  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania  as  a member  of  the  Junior  Class,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1845,  and  graduated  from  the  same  in  July,  1847,  with 
the  degree  of  A.  B.;  he  took  the  degree  of  A.  M.  in  1850. 
He  shortly  afterwards  turned  his  attention  to  the  study  of 
analytical  chemistry,  for  which  purpose  he  entered  the  labo- 
ratory of  Professor  James  C.  Booth,  where  he  thoroughly 
mastered  this  science.  He  subsequently  became  interested 
in  the  development  of  the  railroads  of  the  coal  regions.  In 
June,  1S57,  he  was  elected  President  of  the  Quakake  Rail- 
road Company  ; and  when  the  same  organization  extended 
the  line  and  became  the  Lehigh  & Mahanoy  Railroad 
Company,  he  was  chosen  President  of  that  corporation.  In 
1866,  this  last-named  company  was  merged  in  that  of  the 
Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  Company,  becoming  one  of  its 
feeders  or  branches,  and  with  this  change  he  became  asso- 
ciated with  the  trunk  line  in  the  Board  of  Directors,  and, 
in  the  spring  of  1868,  was  elected  Vice-President  of  the 
corporation,  which  position  he  still  occupies.  From  i860 
to  1868,  he  was  engaged  in  active  mercantile  pursuits,  as 
a member  of  the  firm  of  Yarnall  8:  Trimble,  importers  of 
drugs,  but  was  obliged  to  relinquish  this  avocation  on  ac- 
count of  the  duties  pertaining  to  the  position  to  which  he 
had  just  then  been  elected.  lie  is  connected  with  several 
charitable  and  benevolent  institutions  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia as  Director  and  Manager.  lie  was  married,  June 
Sth,  1S59,  to  Caroline  C.,  daughter  of  Edward  Yarnall,  and 
granfl-daughler  of  the  late  Thomas  P.  Cope  of  Philadelphia. 


e-cj Q 

c/fU/fY  I RNEY,  DANIEL  BELL,  Lawyer,  and  ex- 
Major-General  United  States  Volunteers,  was 
born  in  Huntsville,  Alabama,  in  the  year  1S25. 
lie  was  a son  of  the  late  Hon.  James  G.  Birney, 
an  Alabama  planter  and  statesman,  who  emanci- 
pated all  his  slaves  and  went  North,  first  to  Cin- 
cinnati and  afterwards  to  Michigan,  to  advocate  the  cause 
of  freedom  to  the  slave;  and  was  the  candidate  of  the  Lib- 
erty Party,  in  1S44,  for  the  Presidency.  His  son  received 
his  academical  education  in  Cincinnati,  where  he  also 
studied  law,  and  was  admitted  to  practice  at  the  bar,  but 
for  two  or  three  years  was  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits. 
In  184S,  he  removed  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  associated 
himself  with  O.  II.  Davis,  under  the  style  of  Birney  8: 
Davis,  Attorneys  at  Law,  and  opened  a law  and  collection 
office  with  a branch  of  their  establishment  in  New  York 
city.  The  firm  acquired  a large  practice  in  the  several 
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BIOGRAPHICAL  ENCYCLOPAEDIA. 


courts  of  Philadelphia,  beside  having  a heavy  collection 
patronage  extending  to  every  State  in  the  Union.  General 
liirney  was  enamoured  of  military  affairs,  and  early  con- 
nected himself  with  a volunteer  company  in  Philadelphia, 
passing  through  ail  the  grades  up  to  the  rank  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  of  an  infantry  regiment  when  the  War  of  the  Re- 
bellion broke  out.  As  his  command  was  among  the  first  to 
respond  to  the  call  for  men,  he  marched  with  the  rest  and 
served  for  the  three  months  they  were  in  the- field.  At  the 
expiration  of  this  term  of  service,  the  regiment  re-enlisted, 
with  him  as  Colonel,  and  joined  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
In  February,  1862,  he  was  appointed  Brigadier-General, 
and  served  in  all  the  battles  of  the  Peninsula  as  well  as  those 
before  Washington.  In  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  as 
also  in  that  of  Chancellorsville,  he  greatly  distinguished 
himself,  and  in  the  latter  action  his  brigade  rendered  efi'ec- 
tive  service  in  checking  the  advance  of  Jackson’s  troops 
after  a panic  in  the  Eleventh  Corps.  After  the  death  of 
General  Berry  he  took  command  of  the  Division,  being  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  Major-General,  May  23d,  1S63,  and 
led  it  in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  after  General  Sickles  was 
wounded.  When  the  Second  Corps  had  been,  subsequently, 
recruited  to  about  40,000  men,  he  was  assigned  to  com- 
mand one  of  its  Divisions,  and  in  the  campaign  of  1S64 
his  bravery  and  skill  called  forth  the  warm  commendations 
of  his  superior  officers.  In  pushing  Leu  back  from  the 
Wilderness  ;jn  the  movements  towards  the  North  Anna,  the 
crossing  of  that  river,  and  the  Pamunky ; in  the  actions  of 
Hanover  Court  House  and  Bethesda  Church ; and  in  the 
battle  of  Cold  Harbor,  his  Division  was  ever  in  the  fore- 
most van  and  the  post  of  danger.  On  July  23d,  1864,  he 
was  promoted  by  General  Grant  to  th?  command  t>f  the 
Tenth  Army  Corps.  Early  in  the  following  October  he 
was  attacked  by  bilious  fever  and  ordered  home.  He 
reached  Philadelphia  on  election  day,  and  was  carried  to 
the  polls  so  that  he  might  deposit  his  vote,  and  then  to 
his  residence,  where  after  a few  days  of  suffering  he  died, 
October  i8th,  1S64. 


I cCLELLAN,  GEORGE  B.,  ex-Major-Gencral 
United  States  Army,  was  born  in  Philadelphia, 
December  3d,  1826,  and  is  a son  of  the  late 
eminent  physician  and  surgeon,  Dr.  George  Mc- 
Clellan. When  fourteen  years  old  he  entered 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  shortly  after- 
wards accepted  a cadetship  in  the  United  States  Military 
Academy,  w hence  he  graduated,  in  1S46,  standing  No.  2 
in  his  class.  He  entered  the  army,  July  1st  of  that  year,  as 
brevet  Second  Lieutenant  of  Engineers,  and  was  at  once 
ordered  to  Mexico.  For  services  at  Vera  Cruz,  while  at- 
tached to  Worth’s  Division,  and  at  Ccrro  Gordo  and  the 
City  of  Mexico,  while  connected  with  Twigg's  Division,  he 
was  especially  commended.  He  won  his  brevet  rank  of 


First  Lieutentant  at  Contreras  and  Cherubusco,  and  that 
of  Captain  at  Chapultepee.  After  peace  was  declared,  he 
was  ordered  to  West  Point  as  Director  ot  Field  Labors 
and  Instructor  of  Bayonet  Exercise,  and  wdiile  so  employed 
translated  from  the  French  a Manual  of  Bayonet  Exercise, 
which  became  the  text-book  of  the  service.  11  is  next  sphere 
of  duty  was  at  Fort  Delaware;  subsequently  he  proceeded 
with  the  Expedition  to  Explore  the  Red  River.  In  Septem- 
ber, 1851,  he  proceeded  to  Texas  to  survey  the  rivers  ami 
harbors  of  that  State,  and,  in  the  spring  of  1S52,  was  ordered 
to  Washington  Territory,  where  he  explored  the  Yakima 
Pass  and  other  portions  of  the  Cascade  Range,  and  the  most 
direct  route  to  Puget  Sound  ; the  first  volume  of  the  Pacific 
Railroad  Surveys  is  made  up  of  the  Report  of  his  observa- 
tions in  that  Territory.  He  soon  after  this  was  occupied 
in  examining  the  Railroad  System  of  the  United  States,  with 
a view  of  obtaining  such  information  relative  to  construc- 
tion, equipment  and  management  as  might  prove  useful  in 
the  successful  operation  of  the 'Pacific  Railroad.  A secret 
mission  to  St.  Domingo  and  other  islands  of  the  West  In- 
dian group  was  entrusted  to  him,  which  he  fulfilled  to  the 
benefit  of  the  Government.  In  July,  1853,  he  was  com- 
missioned First  Lieutenant,  and  in  March,  1S55,  promoted 
to  a Captaincy  in  the  First  Cavalry.  One  year  later  he  was 
sent  to  the  Crimea,  as  one  of  three  officers  to  study  the  or- 
ganization of  the  opposing  armies.  His  Report  was  pub- 
lished by  order  of  Congress,  and  subsequently  republished 
in  Philadelphia.  He  resigned  from  the  service,  January 
1 6th,  1S57,  removed  to  Chicago,  and  for  three  years  filled 
the  positions  of  Engineer  and  Vice-President  of  the  Illinois 
Central  Railroad  Company.  He  afterwards  became,  first, 
the  General  Superintendent  of  the  Ohio  & Mississippi  Rail- 
road Company,  and  two  months  later  President  of  the 
Eastern  Division  of  the  same  road,  with  his  residence  at 
Cincinnati.  While  so  located,  the  War  of  the  Rebellion 
broke  out.  Governor  Curtin  wished  him  to  organize  the 
Pennsylvania  troops  for  service;  but  he  had  already  been 
made  Major  General  of  Ohio  Volunteers,  and  at  once  pro- 
ceeded to  organize  the  Nine  Months’  men  from  that  State, 
and  was  made  Commander  of  the  Department  of  the  Ohio, 
May  10th.  On  the  14th  of  the  same  month,  he  was  ap- 
pointed Major-General  in  the  Regular  Army.  He  left  Cin- 
cinnati June  iSth,  and  assumed  command  of  the  Union 
forces  on  the  20th.  The  campaign  thus  commenced  was 
terminated  in  twenty-five  days,  resulting  in  the  victories  at 
Phillipi,  Rich  Mountain  and  Carricksford,  and  he  reported 
that  “ Secession  was  killed  in  Western  Virginia.”  One 
week  later  occurred  the  disaster  at  Bull  Run  ; and  to  him 
the  Nation  now  looked  as  their  future  leader.  He  was 
sent  for  and  reached  Washington,  July  25th.  II is  first  effort 
was  to  restore  the  morale  of  the  army,  and  then  to  organize 
that  army  properly.  He  laid  his  scheme  of  the  war  before 
the  President,  August  4th,  which  required  a force  of  300,000 
men  ; and  he  superintended  the  fortification  of  the  Capital. 
I luring  this  month  the  brigade  organizations  were  perfected  ; 
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two  months  later  the  divisions.  The  people  at  the  North, 
the  public  press,  and  the  non-combatants  at  Washington, 
were  all  anxious  that  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  should  be 
doing  something.  Their  Commander  sought  to  perfect  all 
his  plans  before  making  an  advance,  but  the  others  vocife- 
rated, “ On  to  Richmond,”  charging  the  late  favorite  with 
supinencss.  Against  his  better  judgment,  he  ordered  the 
advance,  and  the  disaster  at  Ball’s  Bluff,  October  201I1,  was 
the  result.  On  the  24th  the  Union  forces  successfully  re- 
crossed the  Potomac.  General  Scott,  on  October  31st,  re- 
signed from  the  command  of  the  United  States  Army,  and 
General  McClellan  was  appointed  in  his  place  the  succeeding 
day.  On  January  27th,  1862,  President  Lincoln  assumed 
command  of  the  military  and  naval  forces  of  the  country, 
and  ordered  a general  advance,  February  22d.  General 
McClellan  chose  a southern  route  to  move  on  the  enemy. 
The  President  desired  him  to  change  it,  and  some  time  was 
occupied  in  the  correspondence.  Early  in  March,  some  of 
his  troops,  amounting  to  many  thousand  men,  were  ordered 
by  General  Ilalleck — now  named  General-in-Chief  (Mc- 
Clellan being  restricted  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac) — to 
join  General  Fremont.  The  Peninsular  Campaign  was 
inaugurated,  May  1st,  by  an  assault  on  Yorktown,  which 
the  rebels  evacuated  on  the  3d  ; and  on  May  6th  he  fought 
and  won  the  battle  of  Williamsburg.  On  the  9th,  Congress 
voted  him  and  his  command  the  thanks  of  the  Nation. 
For  over  a fortnight  thereafter  there  was  constant  skirmish- 
ing, and  on  the  25th  the  army  crossed  the  Chickahontiny. 
Then  ensued  a series  of  desperate  battles— -Ilanover  Court 
House,  Fair  Oaks,  the  Seven  Days’  Fight,  and  lastly  his 
famous  change  of  base  to  Harrison’s  Landing.  On  July 
71b,  he  gave  the  President  his  views  on  the  proper  conduct 
of  the  war.  In  the  following  month  he  was  ordered  to 
move  the  army  back  to  Acquia  Creek,  and,  on  September 
1st,  he  was  directed  to  turn  over  the  command  to  General 
Pope,  while  he  was  assigned  to  the  Command  of  the  De- 
fences of  Washington.  The  very  next  day  the  Union  Army 
was  defeated  under  General  Pope,  and  in  full  retreat  to 
Washington.  Then  ensued  the  Maryland  Campaign,  with 
the  battles  of  Crampton’s  Gap,  South  Mountain  and  Antie- 
tam,  where  the  flower  of  the  rebel  forces  were  conquered. 
1 le  was  ordered,  October  5th,  to  cross  the  Potomac  ; he  was 
destitute  of  army  supplies  and  demurred.  Ilalleck  insisted, 
but  McClellan  convinced  him  that  the  movement  was  not  ad- 
visable. Still  he  had  to  be  sacrificed  to  satisfy  the  whims  of  non- 
combatants,  and  was  displaced  from  command.  Two  years 
later,  he  was  nominated  as  the  Democratic  Candidate  for  the 
Presidency,  but  had  a majority  in  three  Stales  only,  though  he 
received  44.91  of  the  votes  polled.  Ileresigned  from  the  army 
on  election  day,  November  8th,  1S64.  He  then  visited  Eu- 
rope, and  on  his  return  was  engaged  for  some  time  by  the  Ho- 
boken Improvement  Company.  He  has  contributed  various 
articles  to  serial  publications ; his  latest  effort,  on  “Army 
Organization,”  will  be  found  in  Harper's  Magazine,  for 
April,  1S74. 
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EAFIE,  JACOB  G.,  Marine  Engine  and  Ship 
Builder,  was  born  on  Christmas  day,  1S15,  in 
Monmouth  county,  New  Jersey;  his  parents  being 
John  G.  and  Margaret  (Garrabrant)  Neafie. 
While  he  was  quite  young,  his  family  removed 
from  New  Jersey  to  New  York  city,  where  his 
father  died,  in  1834.  His  education  was  obtained  at  a 
common  school  in  New  York,  and,  in  1831,  when  sixteen 
years  of  age,  he  left  school  and  commenced  to  learn  the 
trade  of  a blacksmith  and  machinist.  He  had  shown  from 
an  early  age  a strongly-marked  mechanical  bias,  which,  as 
he  grew  older,  displayed  itself  in  the  making  of  models  and 
patterns.  This  circumstance  was  the  means  of  determining 
the  special  direction  for  his  talents,  and  of  inducing  him  to 
select  Philadelphia  as  his  future  field  of  labor.  In  1832, 
while  he  was  on  a holiday  visit  at  Barnegat,  on  the  New 
Jersey  coast,  the  steamboat  “ Norfolk,”  owned  by  Thomas 
Ilalloway,  marine  engine  builder,  of  Philadelphia,  put  into 
the  inlet  at  that  place.  The  owner  of  the  boat  was  him- 
self on  board,  and  while  there  some  of  the  models  made  by 
Jacob  G.  Neafie  were  shown  to  him.  He  was  attracted  by 
the  ingenuity  and  talent  which  they  displayed,  and  offered 
the  young  machinist  a position  in  his  engine  works  in  Phila- 
delphia. The  offer  was  accepted,  and  he  left  with  his  new 
employer  on  board  the  “ Norfolk,”  which  then  completed 
her  voyage  to  New  York,  and  in  due  course  returned  to 
Philadelphia.  1 1 is  indentures  were  made  out,  and  he  com- 
menced his  apprenticeship.  His  great  natural  aptitude  fur 
the  trade  enabled  him  to  master  its  details  very  rapidly,  and 
within  a short  time  he  became  foreman  of  the  establishment. 
II  e served  with  this  employer  until  attaining  his  majority, 
in  December,  1836.  He  then  left  this  employment,  and 
for  two  years  worked  as  a journeyman  in  other  machine 
shops.  In  1838,  he  started  in  business  on  his  own  account, 
by  renting  a workshop  on  the  corner  of  Germantown  road 
and  Second  street.  It  was  immediately  after  the  disastrous 
commercial  panic  of  1S37,  and  every  kind  of  business  was 
in  a most  prostrated  condition,  lie  persevered,  however, 
taking  any  sort  of  mechanical  work  which  he  could  gel, 
and  continued  steadily  on  until  his  trade  had  so  increased 
as  to  require  larger  accommodation.  In  1844,  he  took  a 
lease  of  a portion  of  the  premises  now  occupied  by  his  firm 
on  Beach  street,  and  removed  there,  forming  a partnership 
with  Thomas  Reaney  and  William  Smith,  under  the  style 
of  Reaney,  Neafie  & Co.  The  firm  continued  thus  until 
1 86 1 . In  1845,  Captain  John  P.  Levy  was  admitted  into 
the  copartnership,  as  financial  partner,  the  style  remaining 
the  same.  In  1849,  the  firm  built  the  engines  for  several 
Government  ships  engaged  in  the  Mexican  War,  and,  in 
1850  and  1S51,  when  the  discovery  of  gold  in  California 
directed  attention  so  largely  to  that  point,  did  an  extensive 
trade  in  manufacturing  stamping  mills,  and  other  machinery 
for  separating  the  gold  from  the  ore.  A large  business  has 
also  been  developed  by  the  firm  in  propeller  wheels  for 
steamships,  for  which  they  have  a patent.  This  department 
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of  the  Business  has  been  in  a particular  manner  extended  in 
the  West,  there  being  a great  demand  for  these  propellers 
for  the  steamships  on  the  Western  Lakes.  The  trade  was 
secured  by  J.  G.  Nealie  while  on  a pleasure  tour  through 
the  Western  States.  It  may  here  be  mentioned  that  the  first 
propeller  tugboat  built  in  America  was  constructed  by  him. 
The  firm  have  made  the  machinery  for  several  Government 
vessels,  among  others,  for  the  sloops  of  war  “ Lancaster  ” 
and  “ Pawnee,”  and  in  the  merchant  service  their  name 
as  engine  builders  is  universally  known.  The  steamships 
“Ilavanna”  and  “ Oriental,”  of  the  New  York  and  Ila- 
vanna  trade,  may  be  mentioned,  among  very  many  others, 
as  supplied  with  engines  by  this  firm.  The  number  of  com- 
plete engines  built  by  them  is  now  over  6oo.  In  1 86 1 , 
Thomas  Reaney  retired  from  the  firm,  and  the  style  became 
Nealie  & Levy.  Captain  Levy  died  in  1S68.  Among  the 
noteworthy  men  of  Pennsylvania  Jacob  G.  Neafie  holds  a 
conspicuous  place;  not  only  as  one  of  its  most  successful 
men,  and  as  the  head  of  a large  house  engaged  in  a most 
important  industry  of  which  he  has  been  the  pioneer,  but 
also  for  his  personal  worth  and  benevolence. 


LIFER,  ELI,  Manufacturer,  and  Ex-Secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth,  was  born  in  Coventry  town- 
ship, Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  1S1S.  lie 
was  left  an  orphan  at  an  early  age  without  fortune 
or  influential  friends,  dependent  only  on  his  own 
energies.  In  1834,  he  was  apprenticed  to  the 
hatting  trade  in  Lewisburg,  and  served  his  time,  afterwards 
continuing  as  a journeyman  in  the  same  calling  for  three 
years.  I lis  leisure  hours  were  devoted  to  reading  and  study, 
and  he  acquired  a fair  amount  of  knowledge,  although  pre- 
viously deficient  in  even  the  rudiments  of  an  English  edu- 
cation. In  lS4l,he  removed  to  Northumberland,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  engaged  in  the  boat  building  business.  In  1S45, 
he  returned  to  Lewisburg,  and  in  partnership  with  William 
Frick  established  the  same  business  on  a larger  scale,  sub- 
sequently adding  the  manufacture  of  lumber.  The  firm 
of  Frick  & Slifer  became  well  known  in  commercial  circles, 
gave  employment  to  over  100  men,  and  was  quite  success- 
ful, so  much  so  that  after  some  years  Eli  Slifer  retired  with 
a reasonable  competency.  Subsequently,  and  with  several 
others,  he  became  interested  in  a foundry  and  machine  shop 
for  the  manufacture  of  agricultural  implements,  in  which 
business  he  is  still  engaged.  In  1848,  he  first  participated 
in  pol itical  matters  as  a leader,  and  displayed  a high  mea- 
sure of  ability  in  the  public  discussions  in  favor  of  the  prin- 
ciples and  candidates  of  the  Whig  party.  In  1849,  he  was 
unanimously  nominated  as  the  Whig  candidate  for  the  I.e 
gislature  in  the  district  now  composed  of  Union,  Snyder 
and  Juniata  counties,  and  was  elected  by  a decided  ma- 
jority. 1 1 is  Legislative  career  was  so  heartily  approved 
that  he  was  re  nominated  and  re-elected  by  an  overwhelming 


majority.  In  1851,  he  was  selected  as  the  Compromise 
candidate  for  the  Senate,  each  county  in  the  Senatorial 
district  having  put  forth  a candidate,  lie  was  elected  with- 
out opposition,  and  that  in  a district  which  was  successfully 
contested  by  the  Democratic  parly  the  same  year  for  im- 
portant offices,  a fact  indicating  the  universal  confidence 
reposed  in  him  by  the  people  of  all  political  faiths.  In  1855, 
he  was  elected  State  Treasurer,  but  retired  in  1856,  his 
party  being  in  the  minority.  In  1S59,  the  first  Legislature 
in  which  the  Republicans  predominated,  he  was  again 
elected  Stale  Treasurer,  and  re-elected  in  i860.  In  January, 
1861,  four  months  prior  to  the  close  of  his  term,  he  resigned 
to  accept  the  important  office  of  Secretary  of  the  Common- 
wealth, under  Governor  Curtin,  which  position  he  held 
during  the  war,  and  to  the  close  of  the  Governor’s  second 
term,  in  1S67,  when  he  retired  with  his  health  irretrievably 
shattered,  and  has  since  sought  rest,  lie  passed  nearly  a 
year  in  Europe,  going  on  a Government  vessel  by  invita- 
tion of  the  National  authorities.  The  services  he  rendered 
his  State  during  the  Rebellion  were  excessively  arduous, 
exacting  and  untiring,  and  all  were  performed  with  notable 
unselfishness  and  a patriotic  devotion  to  the  public  weal. 
Since  his  retirement  he  has  not  been  able  to  participate 
actively  in  political  matters,  although,  in  the  fall  of  1872, 
he  delivered  an  address  to  his  neighbors  in  defence  of  Libe- 
ral Republican  principles.  He  is  a man  of  rare  unobtru- 
siveness, never  seeking  office,  and  only  accepting  the  posi- 
tions he  has  filled  when  tendered  to  him.  lie  was  married, 
in  1S40,  to  Catharine  Frick,  of  Northumberland. 


cCLELLAN,  GEORGE,  A.  M.,  M.  IT,  Physician 
and  Surgeon,  was  born  in  'Woodstock,  Windham 
county,  Connecticut,  December  22d,  1796.  lie 
was  of  Gaelic  lineage  on  his  father’s  side,  and  of 
Anglo-Saxon  on  the  maternal.  I lis  primary 
studies  were  pursued  at  the  academy  in  his  native 
township,  under  the  patronage  of  his  father,  and  there  he 
made  such  progress  as  to  be  fully  prepared  to  enter  Yale 
College  when  but  fourteen  years  of  age.  After  the  usual 
curriculum  of  four  years  in  that  institution  he  graduated 
therefrom,  in  1S15,  with  distinguished  honor.  Soon  after 
this  event  he  applied  himself  to  the  study  of  medicine,  and 
selected  as  his  preceptor  Dr.  Thomas  Hubbard,  of  l’omfret, 
Connecticut,  011c  of  the  most  distinguished  surgeons  of  that 
State,  and  subsequently  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  Medical 
College  of  New  Haven.  lie  remained  with  him  one  year, 
and,  in  1817,  went  to  Philadelphia,  and  became  the  private 
pupil  of  the  late  Dr.  John  Syng  Dorsey,  the  nephew  and  as- 
sociate of  the  celebrated  Dr.  Physick,  and  at  that  time  Pro- 
fessor of  Materia  Medica  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
in  which  school — then  the  only  medical  college  in  Philadel- 
phia— he  matriculated.  After  two  years  of  study,  and  at- 
tendance upon  the  regular  courses  of  lectures  delivered  in 
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the  University,  lie  graduated  in  1S19,  the  subject  of  his 
thesis  being  “Tying  of  Arteries,”  which  was  especially 
worthy  of  commendation,  and  deemed  by  them  deserving 
of  publication.  lie  entered  at  once  upon  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  the  city  of  his  adoption,  paying  particular 
attention  to  surgical  cases,  and  was  soon  rewarded  by  a 
very  large  and  lucrative  patronage.  He  also  attained  con- 
siderable celebrity  as  a lecturer  and  teacher  of  Anatomy  and 
Surgery.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Jefferson 
Medical  College.  The  brilliancy  of  his  lectures,  Ids  great 
surgical  skill,  and  the  remarkable  success  of  his  operations 
spread  his  fame  both  at  home  and  abroad.  He  contributed 
to  the  medical  press  of  the  day  various  original  medieo- 
chirurgical  reports,  and  was  one  of  the  conductors  of  the 
American  Medical  Review  and  Journal.  He  was  a most 
peculiar  man;  but  his  peculiarities  were  the  guilelessness, 
unceremoniousness,  and  unsuspiciousness  of  a child  of 
genius,  perpetually  burning  with  a chirurgical  zeal.  As  lie 
continued  to  the  day  of  his  death  in  the  laborious  duties  of 
an  immense  practice,  he  was  also  a persevering  and  enthu- 
siastic student,  leaving  behind  him  an  unfinished  MS.  on 
the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery , which  was  after- 
wards published  by  his  son.  He  was  married,  in  1821  ; and 
among  his  children  are  the  eminent  surgeon,  Dr.  John  II. 
13.  McClellan,  his  eldest,  and  George  li.  McClellan,  late 
Major-General,  United  States  Army,  and  General-in-Chief 
of  the  army  of  the  Potomac.  He  died,  May  8th,  1847, 
after  a short  illness. 


UCKENBACII,  CHARLES  AUGUSTUS,  Bank 
President,  was  born  in  Bethlehem,  Pennsylvania, 
February  23d,  1S06,  and  is  a son  of  the  late 
Samuel  Luckenbach  of  (hat  borough.  The  latter 
was  a blacksmith  by  trade,  and  amassed  consider- 
able property,  lie  gave  his  son  a good  German 
education,  in  Bethlehem,  and  subsequently  an  English 
course  of  study  in  Nazareth  Hall.  After  a time  he  worked 
with  his  father,  for  two  years  in  his  shop,  which  doubtless 
aided  to  establish  his  fine  physique.  As  there  was  no  hat 
factory  in  the  town,  he  established  one,  and  it  became  a 
success.  In  1830,  he  purchased  the  Old  Moravian  Crist 
Mill,  and  operated  it  for  sixteen  years,  when  he  disposed 
of  it  to  his  kinsman,  Jacob  Luckenbach,  whose  sons  still 
use  it.  Remaining  unemployed  a year,  he  purchased,  in 
1847 — when  the  Moravian  Society  disposed  of  the  property 
belonging  to  the  congregation — 1400  acres,  paying  therefor 
at  the  rate  of  875  per  acre.  Among  these  was  the  tract 
termed  the  “ Plantation  annexed  to  the  Crown  Inn,”  on 
the  south  side  of  the  Lehigh  river,  now  in  the  occupancy 
of  the  Lehigh  Zinc  Company  ; the  Bethlehem  Rolling  Mill, 
and  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad.  His  ancestor,  John 
Luckenbach,  was  the  Moravian  Society’s  tenant  in  April 
1779;  and  his  son,  John  Adam,  succeeded  to  it  in  1786. 
The  latter  retained  it  until  1845,  when  Lis  son,  John  David, 


received  it,  and  held  it  until  his  relative  and  Charles  A. 
Luckenbach  purchased  it  in  1847.  He  laid  his  purchase 
out  into  town  lots,  and  the  three  towns  of  Augusta,  Nethcrill, 
and  Bethlehem  South  occupied  the  ground  ; but  within  a 
few  years  they  have  been  consolidated,  and  form  the 
borough  of  South  Bethlehem.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Legislature  in  1848  and  1S49,  and  opposed  the  Banking 
Bill.  At  the  close  of  his  term,  in  1850,  he  became  interested 
in  iron  manufacture,  and  founded  the  Ilockenduaqua 
Works,  which  are  the  property  of  the  Thomas  Iron  Com- 
pany. lie  was  the  President  of  the  corporation  from  its 
inception  until  i860;  they  have  proved  very  successful. 
1 1 is  positii m as  a 1 )i  rector  of  the  old  Easton  Bank , for  many 
years,  induced  him  to  establish,  with  the  aid  of  others,  the 
hirst  National  Bank  of  Bethlehem;  anil  he  was  chosen 
President,  which  position  he  still  retains.  He  took  an 
active  part  in  founding  the  Gas  Works  ; and  was  the  first 
Burgess  when  the  borough  was  incorporated.  Ilis  political 
creed  was  Democratic,  until  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  broke 
out,  when  he,  like  so  many  others,  became  a firm  and  con- 
sistent Republican.  In  religious  belief,  lie  is  an  original 
Moravian,  and  for  a long  series  of  years  was  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  congregation.  Commanding 
and  robust  in  person,  he  enjoys  his  hereditary  vigor,  and 
promises  years  of  active  usefulness.  He  was  married,  in 
1S30,  to  Matilda  Jacobson,  of  New  York,  and  has  four 
children.  Ilis  son  James  S.,  is  teller  in  the  First  National 
Bank. 
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USIIONG,  JACOB,  Banker,  was  born  in  Lancas- 
ter county,  Pennsylvania,  October  28th,  1823. 
He  is  the  son  of  Philip  Bushong.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  Lancaster  county,  and,  after  completing 
his  scholastic  course,  became  assistant  in  a store, 
where  he  remained  for  some  time.  On  abandon- 
ing that  occupation,  he  found  employment  in  his  father’s 
distillery,  where  he  worked  at  the  business  till  1841.  In 
that  year  he  removed  to  Reading,  where  he  continued  in 
the  same  business,  in  partnership  with  his  father.  The 
operations  of  the  firm  were  large  and  profitable,  continuing 
so  till  the  law,  regulating  the  distillation  of  spirits,  went 
into  force.  Its  enactments  were  so  stringent,  that  he  found 
himself  under  the  necessity  of  abandoning  the  manufacture, 
or  of  defrauding  the  government.  As  an  honest  man,  he 
chose  the  former  alternative  and  withdrew  from  the  dis- 
tillery. In  1867,  he  formed  a partnership  with  his  brother, 
in  the  banking  business,  with  the  style  of  Bushong  Bros.,  in 
Reading,  sharing  to-day,  with  his  partner,  in  all  the  esteem 
and  confidence  which  the  large  transactions,  perfect  probity, 
and  fair  dealing  of  that  widely  known  establishment  have 
so  justly  won  from  the  community  in  which  it  is  located. 
In  politics,  he  is  a Democrat,  and,  though  strongly  opposed 
to  the  war  with  the  South,  was  a firm  and  steady  supporter 
of  the  Union  cause,  to  which  he  contributed  liberally  by  his 
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inlluence  and  wealth  during  its  hour  of  trial,  becoming  what 
was  termed  a War  I )emocrat.  His  business  career  has  been 
one  of  general  prosperity,  obtaining  for  him  a position  due 
to  his  abilities  and  the  uniform  uprightness  of  his  character. 
He  has  been  twice  married  ; the  first  time,  in  1850,  to  Anna 
Markley,  of  Franklin  county,  by  whom  he  has  two  children 
living,  one  of  them,  Hubert,  being  already  engaged  in  the 
furnace  business.  His  second  marriage  was  with  Sarah 
Markley,  a sister  of  his  first  wife,  and  by  that  union  he  has 
one  child. 


j^DWARDS,  HON.  SAMUEL,  Lawyer,  was  born 
in  Delaware  county,  Pennsylvania,  March  12th, 
17S5.  He  was  of  English  descent,  and,  with  the 
exception  of  a brief  period  spent  in  a boarding 
school,  was  educated  in  the  ordinary  schools  of 
his  native  country.  Having  read  law  in  Chester, 
he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1806.  lie  enlisted  in  the 
M i 111 i n Guards,  early  in  1S14,  and  served  to  the  close  of  the 
Mexican  war,  being  stationed  at  Camp  Dupont.  Tie  was 
elected  to  represent  Delaware  county  in  the  Pennsylvania 
Legislature  in  the  autumn  of  1814,  and  was  re-elected  the 
following  year.  He  represented  his  district  in  Congress 
from  1 S 1 S to  1826.  He  married  Mary  A.,  daughter  of 
Edward  and  Mary  Engle,  July  20th,  l'§24,  and  devoted  the 
best  energies  of  his  life  to  the  legal  profession.  In  politics, 
he  was  originally  a Federalist,' but  became  a Democrat  in 
Jackson’s  time,  and  was  an  intimate  personal  friend'  and 
colleague  of  James  Buchanan.  He  was  for  many  y ears 'a 
Director  of  the  old  Delaware  County  Bank,  and. also  of  the 
Delaware  Mutual  Insurance  Company.  He  was  President 
of  many  organizations,  and  held  numerous  positions  of  trust 
and  honor.  He  was  a public  spirited  and  active  man,  and 
was  an  active  promoter  of  Chester’s  interests.  1 1 is  death 
left  a gap  in  a large  circle  of  friends. 
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USIIONG,  PHILIP,  Distiller,  was  born  in  Leba- 
non, Lancaster  county.  Pennsylvania,  Apv.il  14th 
1S00.  lie  was  the  son  of  Jacob  Bushong,  a 
millwright,  who-did  all  theNvoTk  for  the  Cole, 
mans.  He  commenced  business  by  opening  a 
small  country  store  in  Lancaster  county,  which, 
under  his  management  proved  very  successful,  and  he  made 
a considerable  amount  of  money  in  that  way.  In  1S41,  he 
settled  in  Reading,  where  he  started  a distillery,  in  which 
he  was  again  successful ; and  by  good  management  and 
strict  attention  to  business,  amassed,  in  a few  years,  a 
fortune  of  over  $700,000.  In  politics,  he  was  somewhat 
prominent;  but  always  exhibited  an  entire  independence 
of  character  in  such  matters,  never  allowing  the  prevailing 
custom  of  endeavoring  to  please  patrons  or  employers  to 
influence  him  in  casting  his  vote  or  expressing  his  opinions, 


which  he  always  did,  solely  in  accordance  with  the  dictates 
of  his  own  conscience.  This  conscientiousness  and  de- 
termination of  character  also  pervaded  his  business  life, 
and  he  was  known  as  a man  generally  safe  and  correct  in 
his  judgment.  He  was  never  without  friends,  and  was 
always  liberal,  benevolent,  and  charitable  in  his  private  life. 
He  was  married,  firstly,  to  Miss  Gray,  and  secondly,  to  Miss 
Meyers,  both  of  Lancaster.  By  his  first  wife,  he  was  the 
father  of  Henry  and  Jacob  Bushong,  the  well  known 
bankers  of  Reading. 

/f#9 

GI5ERD,  JOHN,  Lawyer,  was  born  near  where 
Media  now  stands,  in  Delaware  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, May  31st,  1821.  He  is  the  only  son  of 
Thomas  and  Margaret  Ilibberd,  whose  only 
daughter  died  in  Chester,  October  19th,  1S70. 
1 1 is  ancestors  were  members  of  the  Society  of 
Friends,  and  his  mother,  born  in  1790,  was  the  daughter  of 
John  and  Amelia  Powell,  who  died  in  1819.  John  Powell 
was 'a  man  of  decision,  talent  and  culture,  and,  after  attain- 
ing his  majority,  had  obtained,  by  his  own  efforts,  what  was 
considered  in  his  day  a good  education  ; he  carefully  trained 
and  instructed  his  daughter,  who  was  a promising  child, 
and  she  developed  into  a woman  of  remarkable  qualities. 
1 1 is  paternal  grandfather,  Jacob  Ilibberd,  who  died  in  1827, 
was  a man  of  great  benevolence  and  excellence  of  character, 
and  exercised  considerable  influence  in  his  neighborhood  ; 
he  had  wedded  Sarah  Dutton,  a descendant  of  John  Dutton, 
who  emigrated  from  Cheshire,  England,  in  1G82,  and  settled 
in  Pennsylvania,  in  order  that  he  might  enjoy  his  religious 
opinions' without  restraint.  Authentic  records  indicate  that 
the  ancestor  of  John  Dutton  came  over  with  William  the 
Norman,  and  seated  himself  in  Cheshire  at  the  time  of  the 
conquest.  John  Ilibberd  was  mathematically  educated,  his 
last  instructor  having  been  the  late  Enoch  Lewis,  a well 
known  scholar  and  scientist,  then  residing  in  Chester  county, 
Pennsylvania.  After  leaving  school  he  was  engaged  for 
some  time  in  teaching,  and,  in  April,  1845,  removed  with 
his  parents  to  Belmont  county,  Ohio,  where  he  devoted 
himself  assiduously  to  the  study  of  the  law,  and  in  October, 
1847,  was  admitted  to  practice  at  the  bar  of  Belmont  county. 
Ilis  most;  interesting  !and  notable  case  there,  was  one  in 
which  a bill  in  equity  had  been  fded  praying  for  a perpetual 
injunction  against  process  on  a judgment.  It  was  a case 
of  long  standing,  resolutely  contested  ; the  greatest  vigilance 
was  exercised  in  the  securing  of  testimony,  with  strong 
efforts  to  impeach  and  sustain  witnesses;  the  ability  and 
patience  with  which  the  numerous  facts  were  brought  out 
excited  much  comment,  and  the  case  afforded  an  excellent 
opportunity  for  the  exercise  of  the  power  of  logical  argu- 
ment. He  formed  the  acquaintance  of  literary,  scientific, 
and  distinguished  professional  men,  and  from  1S4S  to  the 
latter  part  of  1852,  took  an  active  and  prominent  part  in  the 
political  contests  of  his  adopted  State.  As  lie  became  a 
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champion  of  the  free  soil  and  anti-slavery  movement,  when 
the  cause  was  unpopular  in  that  part  of  the  State,  and  there 
were  few  to  defend  its  principles,  much  labor  devolved  upon 
him  in  those  early  conflicts,  lie  has  been  a member  of  the 
Republican  party  since  its  organization,  and  has  ever  taken 
a decided  interest  in  the  leading  political  questions  of  the 
day.  lie  was  a firm  supporter  of  President  Lincoln,  and  in 
a speech  in  Philadelphia,  in  October,  1864,  pronounced  a 
“glowing  eulogium”  on  the  character  of  that  eminent  man 
and  wise  ruler.  lie  began  to  lecture  on  temperance,  in 
1849,  and  has  since  been  identified  with  that  cause.  Upon 
the  decease  of  his  parents  he  permanently  located  in  his 
native  county,  and  since  the  early  part  of  1 S 5 7 • been  en- 

gaged in  desirable  legal  business  at  Chester,  where  he  still 
resides.  He  was  elected  District  Attorney  of  Delaware 
county,  by  a large  majority,  in  the  fall  of  1S60,  and  during 
his  term  of  three  years,  exercised  the  functions  of  that  office 
with  marked  ability  and  acceptance.  Having  declined  a 
re-election  in  1863,  he  has  since,  in  addition  to  his  profes- 
sional duties,  devoted  much  time  to  a fuller  investigation 
of  equity,  constitutional  and  international  law,  as  well  as 
other  branches  of  jurisprudence.  He  has  ever  condemned 
the  practice  of  defeating  the  ends  of  justice  by  vexatious 
litigation,  and  has  never  ceased  to  cultivate  those  languages 
contributing  to  successful  legal  research,  continuing  also  a 
diligent  student  of  the  English  classics,  history,  biography, 
oratory,  and  political  economy. 

RADFORD,  HON.  VINCENT  LOOCKER- 
MANS,  Lawyer  and  Railroad  President,  the 
eldest  son  of  Hon.  Thomas  Bradford,  LL.  D., 
and  Elizabeth  Loockermans,  his  wife,  was  born 
in  Philadelphia,  September  24th,  1S08.  He 
graduated  with  the  highest  honor  of  his  class,  as 
II.  A.,  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  in  July,  1825. 
lie  immediately  commenced  the  study  of  law,  in  the  office 
of  his  father,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Philadelphia, 
April  5th,  1S29.  He  received  the  degree  of  M.  A.,  in  July, 
1S2S.  lie  married  Juliet  S.  Rey,  of  the  Island  of  St. 
Marlins,  West  Indies,  July  21st,  1S31.  Attracted  by  profit- 
able real  estate  investments,  and  the  allurements  of  western 
life,  in  September,  1S35,  he  with  his  family  emigrated  to 
the  State  of  Michigan,  and  opened  a law  office  in  the  town 
of  Niles,  in  South  Western  Michigan.  In  the  fall  of  1837, 
he  was  elected  a member  of  the  Senate  of  Michigan.  1 1 is 
district  was  unusually  large  and  populous,  containing  sixty 
thousand  souls,  consisting  of  all  that  part  of  Michigan  which 
lies  west  of  the  meridian  line  of  the  survey  made  by  the 
United  States,  in  the  former  Territory  of  Michigan,  and 
including  “ the  upper  Peninsula  of  Michigan.”  He  took  a 
prominent  part  in  the  legislation  of  Michigan,  during  his 
serrice  in  the  Senate;  among  the  legislative  measures  of 
importance  which  emanated  from  him,  is  the  Act  entirely 
abolishing  Imprisonment  for  Debt,  which  soon  became  the 
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model  of  similar  legislation  in  Pennsylvania  and  other 
Slates  of  the  Union.  He  was  active  in  a legislative  adop- 
tion of  the  Revised  Code  of  Michigan,  in  183.8,  and  in 
organizing  the  Penitentiary,  University,  and  internal  im- 
provement systems  of  the  recently  admitted  State  of  Michi- 
gan, respectively.  1 1 is  professional  engagements  compelled 
his  retirement  from  the  Senate  of  Michigan,  in  1840. 
During  his  professional  career  in  Michigan,  lie  held  the 
offices  of  Master  in  Chancery  and  of  Circuit  Court  Commis- 
sioner. Filial  duty  summoned  him  to  become  the  law 
partner  of  his  invalid  father,  in  Philadelphia,  in  November, 
1S43,  and  the  firm  proved  very  successful.  It  was  dissolved, 
by  the  death  of  its  senior  member,  in  October,  1851. 
Previous  to  that  event  the  junior  partner,  Don.  Joel  Jones, 
and  James  F.  Johnson,  had  been  placed  by  a convention 
of  the  Democratic  party  on  their  judicial  ticket,  as  candi- 
dates for  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  city  and  county 
of  Philadelphia.  The  whole  Democratic  ticket  in  Philadel- 
phia, however,  was  defeated  at  the  October  election  of  1851. 
After  the  demise  of  his  father  he  continued  to  enjoy  a large 
practice,  until,  in  1S59,  failing  health  induced  him  to  accept 
the  position  of  President  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Trenton 
Railroad  Company,  unanimously  tendered  to  him  by  the 
board  of  directors.  He  continued  in  that  office,  by  succes- 
sive annual  re-elections,  until  his  tenure  of  it  was  determined, 
in  January,  1S72,  by  a lease  of  all  the  works  and  property 
of  the  company  to  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company  for 
999  years.  Prior  to  that,  in  behalf  of  a number  of  the 
stockholders  of  the  United  Canal  18:  Railroad  Companies 
of  New  Jersey,  who  were  opposed  to  the  proposed  lease, 
and  in  association  with  the  Attorney-General  of  New  Jersey, 
Hon.  Abraham  Browning,  Ex-Atlorney-General  of  New  Jer- 
sey, and  Hon.  Jeremiah  S.  Black,  Ex-Attorney-General  of  the 
United  States,  he  argued  before  the  Chancellor  of  the  Stale 
of  New'  Jersey,  at  Trenton,  in  September,  1871,  a bill  pray- 
ing for  an  injunction  against  an  execution  of  said  lease.  As 
opening  counsel  for  the  complainants,  he  occupied  two 
days,  September  12th  and  13th,  1871,  in  the  delivery  of  a 
learned,  able,  and  exhaustive  argument,  which  is  reported 
and  published  in  an  octavo  (pamphlet  form)  of  1S0  pages, 
containing  a citation  of  more  than  four  hundred  authorities. 
The  case  involved  property  estimated  in  value  at  sixty 
millions  of  dollars,  besides  politico-economical  considera- 
tions of  vast  and  most  important  moment  to  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  to  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  and  to  the  people 
of  the  United  States.  The  Chancellor  of  New  Jersey,  in 
his  reported  opinion  in  the  case,  acknowledged  his  “special 
indebtedness  to  the  full  and  elaborate  brief  of  Mr.  Bradford, 
containing  a summary  of  the  law  on  the  subject ; ” copies 
of  said  brief  are  preserved  in  the  library  of  the  Middle 
Temple,  and  of  the  British  Museum,  in  the  city  of  London, 
and  in  the  library  of  the  College  of  France,  in  the  city  of 
Paris,  respectively.  The  extraordinary  professional  labor, 
in  addition  to  the  regular  and  ordinary  requirements  of  his 
office  thus  performed,  so  prostrated  his  nervous  system,  as 
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to  compel  him  to  immediately  visit  Europe,  and  to  travel 
there  for  a period  of  nine  months.  He  returned  home,  June 
25th,  1872,  with  health  somewhat  recruited,  but  still 
requiring  prolonged  rest.  For  several  years  he  was  a Vice- 
President  of  the  Agricultural  Society  of  Pennsylvania.  He 
is  the  author  of  numerous  essays,  speeches,  reports,  and 
lectures  on  literary,  moral,  philosophical,  financial,  legal, 
and  political  subjects^  which  have  at  various  times  appeared 
in  newspapers,  periodicals,  and  pamphlets,  but  have  never 
as  yet  been  collected  and  published  in  book  form.  In  the 
year  1846,  after  careful  examination  and  mature  delibera- 
tion, he  embraced  the  therapeutic  views  of  Hahnemann, 
and  acted  as  President  of  the  Homoeopathic  Hospital  of 
Philadelphia,  during  the  years  1S50  and  1S51.  In  early 
manhood,  viz.,  in  1S29,  from  convictions  of  patriotic  duty, 
he  relinquished  the  political  views  of  his  family,  and 
ardently  embraced  the  constitutional  doctrines  in  respect  to 
a strict  construction  of  the  limited,  express,  and  delegated 
powers  of  the  Federal  Government,  and  “ the  reserved 
t ights  of  the  States  of  the  Union,”  enunciated  by  Thomas 
Jefferson,  James  Madison,  John  Taylor,  of  Caroline,  and  the 
other  fathers  of  the  Democratic  Republican  party  of  the 
United  States.  He  consequently  earnestly  and  vigorously 
sustained  the  measures  of  Andrew  Jackson,  during  his 
Presidency,  in  removing  the  public  deposits  from  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  and  in  vetoing  the  proposed  re  charter 
of  that  institution,  by  the  Federal  Government.  1 1 is 
numerous  political  speeches  and  essays  evince  a conscien- 
tiously close,  strict,  and  unswerving  adherence  to  his  early 
embraced  and  long  avowed  Democratic  principles,  inclu- 
ding a stern  opposition  to  political  centralization,  to  an 
irredeemable  paper  currency,  privileged  class  legislation, 
and  tariff  protection.  He  is  a Counsellor  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  by  admission  in  February,  1S5S, 
and  continues  his  professional  relations  with  the  bar  of 
Pennsylvania,  of  which  he  is  a member,  by  admission  to  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania,  in  April,  1S31.  He  is  a 
communicant  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  and  has 
been,  from  early  youth,  an  earnest  adherent  to  the  cause  of 
temperance  reform  by  moral  suasion.  In  1830,  he  became 
a member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  and  prior  to  the  year 
1S43,  had  presided  over  several  lodges  of  the  order,  in 
Philadelphia  and  Michigan,  respectively.  In  the  same 
year,  1S30,  he  also  became  a member  of  the  order  of  Odd 
bellows,  in  which  he  has  held  dignified  oflices. 

| ARTOI„  HENRY  WELCHMAN,  Sugar  Refiner, 
was  born  in  the  city  of  New  York,  January  15th, 

| 1S47,  and  is  a son  of  B.  II.  Barlol.  During  his  1 

^ infancy,  his  parents  removed  to  Philadelphia, 
(tTJ o which  has  since  been  his  home.  When  but  six- 

years  of  age,  pulmonary  symptons  were  developed; 
and  in  order  to  prevent  their  continuance,  he  w as  sent  to 
Cuba,  where  he  remained  eighteen  months,  and  with  such 


advantage,  that  all  tendency  to  a consumptive  termination 
was  completely  eradicated.  On  his  return  to  the  United 
Stales,  he  attended  school  fust  in  Philadelphia,  next  at 
Jamestown,  New  York,  thence  he  passed  to  the  Academy 
at  Eagleswood,  New  Jersey,  closing  at  the  Polytechnic 
College,  Philadelphia.  When  fifteen  years  old,  fully  im- 
bued with  the  spirit  of  the  times,  he  joined  the  2nd  Key- 
stone Battery,  in  response  to  a call  from  the  Governor  for 
troops,  but  did  not  advance  much  beyond  Harrisburg, 
seeing  no  actual  service  other  than  guarding  prisoners.  O11 
his  return  from  the  army,  his  father— having  determined 
that  he  should  ultimately  succeed  him  in  his  business  of 
sugar  refining,  and  with  a view’  of  having  him  thoroughly 
conversant  with  machinery — placed  him  in  Merrick  & Son’s 
machine  shop,  as  an  apprentice.  While  there  employed,  he 
devised  an  improvement  in  sugar  machinery,  which  he 
patented.  Owing  to  the  sickness  of  the  superintendent  of 
his  father’s  refinery,  he  left  Merrick’s  sooner  than  he 
intended,  and  took  temporary  charge  of  the  refinery,  which 
he  retained  until  the  superintendent  recovered.  He  now 
remained  at  the  refinery  learning  the  business,  beginning  at 
the  foot  of  the  ladder,  so  that  he  might,  step  by  step,  gain 
an  accurate  and  complete  knowledge  of  the  business  in  all 
its  minute  details.  In  the  fall  of  1S66,  having  attained  a 
considerable  insight  into  the  various  processes,  he  deter- 
mined to  carry  out  a favorite  project,  in  a trip  to  Europe. 
Having  by  this  time  amassed  quite  a sum  of  money,  accruing 
from  the  royalties  paid  on  his  patent,  he  started  with  a 
friend,  and  after  making  a hurried  trip  through  the  Conti- 
nent, meanwhile  examining  the  process  of  making  sugar 
from  beets,  he  settled  down  in  Paris;  where  he  remained 
some  four  months,  studying  the  analysis  of  sugars,  and  the 
chemistry  pertaining  to  sugar  refinery  under  Duhrunfaut 
and  Emile  Monier,  two  eminent  French  chemists.  He 
returned  to  Philadelphia  in  the  summer  of  1S67,  and  in  the 
autumn  of  that  year  took  the  entire  charge  of  the  refinery, 
his  father  desiring  to  visit  Europe.  Having  been  much 
interested  in  the  manufacture  of  beat  sugar,  while  abroad, 
he  endeavored  to  create  a like  interest  in  that  industry  in 
this  country.  He  wrote  a number  of  articles  on  the  subject, 
and  translated  others,  which  he  published  ; beside  volun- 
tarily making  a large  number  of  analyses  of  beets  from  all 
parts  of  the  country.  On  the  return  of  his  father,  in  1868, 
he  felt  a desire  to  further  perfect  himself  in  the  particular 
branch  of  chemistry  which  had  already  engaged  his  atten- 
tion, and  for  this  purpose  again  repaired  to  Paris,  where  he 
remained  about  six  weeks.  On  his  return  home,  in  the 
summer  of  1S68,  he  again  assumed  charge  of  the  refinery 
and  was  given  an  interest  in  the  business.  When  he 
returned  from  his  first  visit  to  Europe,  he  brought  with  him 
three  “ polarizers,”  which,  although  not  the  first  in  the 
country,  were  the  first  that  were  used  to  any  extent.  By 
their  use,  he  worked  a revolution  in  the  manner  of  fixing 
the  value  of  molasses,  by  causing  the  polarization  to  be  ac- 
cepted as  its  standard  of  value,  the  instrument  giving  the 
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amount  of  cane  or  cryslallizable  sugar  which  the  molasses 
under  examination  may  contain.  This,  however,  was  not 
effected  immediately  ; it  was  only  after  the  lapse  of  years 
that  he  succeeded  in  overthrowing  the  old  system  of  valua- 
tion. In  the  spring  of  1S69,  his  attention  was  called  to  the 
remarkable  saccharine  properties  of  North  Carolina  sweet 
potatoes,  and  he  analysed  some  specimens  and  found  them 
to  contain  a large  percentage  of  sugar.  lie  made  a quantity 
of  sugar  from  sweet  potatoes,  which  he  exhibited  to  the 
Franklin  Institute,  in  connection  with  some  starch  extracted 
from  the  same  source,  and  read  a paper  on  the  subject  be- 
fore that  body.  This  being  the  first  sugar  extracted  from 
sweet  potatoes,  he  received  favorable  notices  for  the  ftame 
from  several  learned  societies  in  this  country  and  Europe  ; 
and  also  from  various  scientific  journals.  In  January,  1871, 
he  was  elected  a Manager  of  the  Franklin  Institute,  and  at 
the  expiration  of  his  term,  in  1874,  was  re-elected.  In 
January,  1871,  his  father  retired  from  active  business  pur- 
suits, and  the  entire  establishment  devolved  upon  him.  The 
business  is  generally  known  as  the  “ Grocers’  Sugar  Re- 
finery,” but  it  is,  more  strictly  speaking,  “ molasses  boiling,” 
and  the  manufacture  of  sugar  from  molasses  and  syrup 
by  the  centrifugal  process.  The  establishment;. which  was 
originally  started,  in  1S59,  by  his  father,  was  the  first  in  the 
United  States  to  manufacture  sugar  by  this  method,  which 
is  now  universally  adopted.  It  was  also  the  first  house  to 
make  washed  or  high-grade  sugars  from  molasses,  which 
sugar,  under  the  brand  of  “ Extra  C.  Yellow,”  has  acquired 
a wide  reputation  in  the  United  Stales.  In  January,  1S72, 
he  established,  at  No.  109  south  Front  street,  an  office  for 
the  purchase  of  the  raw  material  and  the  sale  of  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  Refinery,  which  previously  had  been  attended 
to  by  a commission  merchant,  and  which  he  still  continues 
to  maintain  at  the  same  locality,  lie  was  married,  in  1S69, 
to  Kate  Cheney. 


®cCREARY,  JOHN  IF,  Coal  Merchant,  was  born 
November  23d,  1819,  in  Adams  county,  Cana 


r 


waga  Valley,  Pennsylvania,  where  his  family  had 
been  settled  on  the  same  farm  for  more  than  4 
century.  II is  parents  were  John  McCreary,  oT 
Scotch  descent,  and  Jane  (Love)  McCreary,  of 
Scotch-Irish  descent.  When  he  was  about  two  years  of  age 
his  father  died,  and  some  few  years  afterwards  his  mother 
removed  from  Adams  county  to  New  Windsor,  Carroll 
county,  Maryland.  He  received  his  education,  firstly,  at 
the  common  school,  and  afterwards  at  a private  academy. 
He  remained  at  this  establishment  until  1837,  removing 
with  it,  in  1836,  to  Uniontown.  On  leaving  school  he  en- 
tered the  store  of  William  and  John  Roberts,  of  Union- 
town,  where  he  stayed  three  years,  at  a salary  of  S50  and 
board  for  the  first  year;  $100  for  the  second,  and  8150  for 
the  third.  In  1840,  his  employers  gave  him  such  assistance 
as  to  enable  him  to  start  in  business  on  his  own  account, 


keeping  a general  store,  in  New  Oxford,  Pennsylvania. 
He  continued  here  three  years,  and  then  removed  to  Peters- 
burg, near  York  Springs,  Adams  county,  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  carried  on  the  same  business.  While  here,  he 
married,  in  1846,  Rachel,  daughter  of  Hon.  George  Dear- 
dorff.  Shortly  after  his  marriage  he  removed  again  ; going 
to  Tremont,  Schuylkill  county.  Here,  in  addition  to  a 
general  store,  he  commenced  the  coal  business  by  taking  a 
lease  of  a small  colliery  in  the  neighborhood,  which  in  about 
twelve  months  was  worked  out  and  abandoned.  The  next 
year  (1847)  he  continued  the  same  business  on  a more  ex- 
tended scale  by  leasing  a tract  of  coal  land  on  the  Swatara, 
called  the  Swatara  Colliery,  from  the  Forest  Improvement 
Company.  The  lease  was  made  conditional ; being  de- 
pendent on  his  causing  a railroad  to  be  built  to  connect 
the  colliery  .with  some  established  road.  He  applied  to  the 
Minchill  & Schuylkill  Haven  Railroad  Company,  who  built 
the  road  (about  five  miles),  and  in  the  same  year  work  in 
the  colliery  was  begun.  In  184S,  a freshet  occurred  on 
the  Schuylkill  which  temporarily  destroyed  the  Schuylkill 
and  Lehigh  Canals,  at  that  time  tTie  chief  routes  from  the 
Pennsylvania  collieries,  and  thus  prevented  great  quantities 
of  coal  from  reaching  the  market.  In  consequence  of  the 
scarcity  so  produced,  the  price  of  coal  advanced  consider- 
ably, and  enabled  those  who  could  supply  the  market  to 
realise  large  profits’.  Among  those  who  reaped  great  ad- 
vantages from  this  circumstance  was  John  IF  McCreary, 
who  was  enabled  by  it  to  pay  off  the  expenditures  on  the 
colliery  very  quickly,  lie  continued  to  work  this  colliery 
until  1857,  in  which  year  he  sold  it.  In  the  previous  year 
(1856)  he  had  leased  a tract  of  some  1200  acres  of  land 
in  Carbon,  Schuylkill,  and  Luzerne  counties,  from  Lewis 
Audenried,  Davies  Pearson,  and  others,  and  opened  three 
collieries  in  it,  the  connecting  railroad  being  built  by  the 
Beaver  Meadow  Railroad  Company,  now  owned  by  the 
Lehigh  Valley  Railroad.  In  the  same  year  he  took  into 
partnership  Jacob  A.  Myers  and  Abram  L.  Mumper,  under 
the  style  of  J.  IF  McCreary  & Co.  This  undertaking  proved 
a most  remarkable  success,  and  has  developed  into  one  of 
the  most  extensive  coal  mining  establishments  in  the  world. 
The  coal- produced  from  this  colliery,  at  that  time,  was  about 
200,000  tons  annually,  is  ,of  the  best  kind  found  in  the 
country)  and '•has  achieved  a national  reputation  under  the 
name  of  Iloneybrook  Coal.  During  the  Civil  War  the 
price  of  coal  rose  enormously,  reaching  its  maximum  in 
1864,  when  it  had  increased  some  300  per  cent.  In  this 
year  the  firm  of  J.  IF  McCreary  & Co.  united  with  the 
owners  of  the  land  and  formed  themselves  into  an  incorpo- 
rated company,  J.  IF  McCreary  being  President,  under  the 
style  of  The  Iloneybrook  Coal  Company,  with  a capital 
of  $3,000,000,  and,  in  1868,  purchased  an  additional  tract 
of  about  600  acres,  working  the  two  properties  in  conjunc- 
tion. In  1871,  the  Company,  through  its  President,  induced 
the  Lehigh  Coal  & Navigation  Company  to  extend  one  of 
their  branch  roads  to  the  mines  of  the  Company,  and  thus 
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obtained  two  routes  to  market,  and  so  largely  augmented 
the  business.  In  the  same  year  they  purchased  6226  acres 
of  land  from  the  Powell  Tract  Coal  & Iron  Company, 
and,  in  1873,  increased  its  stock  by  an  additional  £500, 000, 
and  bought  the  property  of  the  German  Pennsylvania  Coal 
Company.  During  this  year  they  leased  all  the  lands,  col- 
lieries, and  fixtures  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  & Navigation  Com- 
pany in  Carbon  and  Schuylkill  counties,  about  7000  acres, 
and  bought  all  the  lands  of  the  same  company  in  the  Wyom- 
ing Valley,  Luzerne  county,  of  about  7000  acres  more,  and 
several  other  adjacent  properties  of  the  same  kind,  and 
fina  ly  merged  with  the  Wilkesbarre  Coal  & Iron  Com- 
pany, under  the  name  of  the  Lehigh  & Wilkesbarre  Coal 
Company.  The  Company  have  now  under  their  control 
about  32,000  acres  of  coal  land,  25,000  of  which  is  their 
own  property.  In  1872,  John  B.  McCreary  sold  his  interest 
in  the  Company,  for  the  sum  of  about  $800,000,  to  the  New 
Jersey  Central  Railroad  Company,  which  Company  now 
hold  about  seven-eighths  of  the  entire  stock.  He  con-' 
tinued,  however,  his  connection  with  the  Company  as  Presi- 
dent until  June,  1873,  and  as  Director  until  February,  1874, 
when  he  finally  resigned.  He  still  retains  an  active  con- 
nection with  the  trade  whose  interests  he  has  so  greatly  pro- 
moted, and  of  which  he  is  a most  prominent  representative; 
being  a Director  of  the  Nescopec  Coal ' Company,  and  of 
the  Upper  Lehigh  Coal  Company.  He  is  also  on  the  Board 
of  Direction  of  the  Lochiel  Rolling  Mill  Company,  the  Tort 
Oram  Iron  Company,  the  Russell  Farm  Oil  Company,  the 
Third  National  Bank,  and  several  other  like  corporations. 
Among  the  self-made  men  of  the  State  he  occupies  a most 
worthy  and  honorable  place.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican. 


^ORTON,  JOHN  S.,  Lawyer,  and  President  of  the 
West  Philadelphia  Passenger  Railway  Company, 
was  born  August  6th,  1835,  at  Springfield  town- 
ship (now  called  Morton),  Delaware  county, 
Pennsylvania.  He  is  the  son  of  Sketchley  Mor- 
ton, and  Elizabeth  A.  (Newlin)  Morton.  His 
father  is  a very  prominent  citizen  of  Delaware  county, 
where  he  has  been  engaged  in  extensive  business  operations 
for  many  years ; he  has  also  served  for  five  years  as  Asso- 
ciate Judge  of  Delaware  county,  and  has  beeri  a member 
of  the  State  Leg  slature.  John  S.  Morton  is  a great-grand- 
son of  John  Morton,  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence,  whose  name  is  conspicuous,  even  among 
those  famous  names,  as  the  one  who,  by  giving  the  casting 
vote  of  his  delegation  in  the  Congress  of  1776  in  favor  of 
the  Declaration,  secured  the  absolute  and  complete  unan- 
imity of  all  the  thirteen  States  in  the  vote  for  that  im- 
mortal instrument.  He  was  a member  of  the  Stamp  Act 
Congress;  Judge  from  this  Colony  ; a Delegate  to  the  First 
Congress,  in  1774;  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly;  and 
was  re-elected  to  the  Congress  of  1776.  His  name  is  dear 


to  the  whole  American  people,  but  especially  to  Pennsyl- 
vanians, inasmuch  as  it  was  his  act  which  “ crowned 
Pennsylvania  the  Keystone  of  the  Arch  of  Liberty."  It 
fell  to  the  lot  of  Pennsylvania,  through  her  representatives, 
to  give  the  final  vote  at  that  momentous  time.  And  though 
the  actual  passing  of  the  Declaration  was  already  more 
than  secured,  a single  adverse  vote  would  have  destroyed 
the  unanimous  character,  and  so  weakened  the  force  and 
significance  of  the  Declaration,  and  would  almost  certainly 
have  produced  most  disastrous  consequences.  It  was  then 
that  John  Morton  gave  his  celebrated  vole,  by  which  he 
welded,  as  it  were,  the  voice  of  the  people  into  one  har- 
monidus  whole,  and  “ built  himself  an  everlasting  name.” 
It  is  but  once  or  twice  in  centuries  that  it  is  given  to  one 
man  to.hold  in  his  hands  the  fate  of  a Nation  ; but  this  may 
truthfully  be  said  to  have  been  the  case  with  this  illustrious 
patriot.  He  acted  faithfully  and  wisely,  and  not  without 
self-sacrifice.  He  died  in  the  following  year,  1777.  And 
it  may  well  be  supposed  that  the  anxiety  of  that  trying  time 
hastened  his  death.  John  S.  Morton  was  educated  at  the 
common  school  of  West  Chester,  and  afterwards  at  a private 
academy,  finishing  his  school  course  in  1853.  1°  1854,  he 

commenced  the  study  of  law  and  conveyancing,  in  Phila- 
delphia, under  the  auspices  of  well-known  legal  practitioners 
of  that  city,  and  continued  it  until  1857,  in  which  year  he 
established  himself  in  practice  as  a conveyancer.  He  fol- 
lowed his  profession  steadily,  and  very  successfully,  gather- 
ing around  him  a large  clientele,  until  1S66,  when  he  re- 
signed his  more  active  professional  duties  and  devoted  him- 
self altogether  to  the  management  of  the  West  Philadelphia 
Passenger  Railway,  more  commonly  known  as  the  Market 
Street  Railway,  of  which  he  was  elected  President,  in  1863, 
and  which  position  he  still  holds  (1874),  having  been  un- 
animously re-elected  yearly.  In  this  position  he  has  won 
the  good  opinions  not  only  of  those  connected  with  the  rail- 
way but  of  the  community  generally.  Especially  has  he 
done  so  in  the  matter  of  the  recent  (1873)  dispute  as  to 
the  railway  tracks  on  Market  street,  Philadelphia,  between 
his  own  Company  and  the  Union  Passenger  Railway  Com- 
pany, which  greatly  agitated  the  merchants  and  property 
owners  of  the  city,  and  at  one  time  threatened  to  develop 
into  a serious  controversy.  He  succeeded,  by  firmness  and 
judicious  concession  at  the  right  time,  in  bringing  the 
whole  matter  to  a happy  termination,  and  received  the 
formal  thanks  of  the  merchants  and  property  owners  of 
that  part  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  for  his  successful 
management  of  the  case.  He  designed  the  depot  of  the 
Company  at  West  Philadelphia,  which  building  includes  a 
hall,  called  Morton  Hall,  wherein  has  been  erected  an  ap- 
propriate mural  tablet  in  honor  of  the  President’s  illustrious 
ancestor.  Though  taking  an  intelligent  interest  in  all  poli- 
tical questions,  he  has  always  declined  any  public  office, 
considering  that  his  professional  duties  claimed  his  entire 
time  and  energy.  He  has  for  several  years  been  earnestly 
engaged  in  experiments  upon  a pneumatic  vacuum  engine 
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and  a direct-acting  steam  and  water  propeller,  both  of  which 
he  has  developed  sufficiently  far  to  justify  him  in  antici- 
pating their  complete  success. 

EIM,  GENERAL  GEORGE  MAY,  Lawyer  and 
Iron  Manufacturer,  was  born  in  Reading,  Penn- 
sylvania, March  23d,  1805,  and  was  the  second 
son  of  General  George  de  B.  Keim.  He  received 
his  academical  education  at  Bentley  Hall,  in 
Chester  county,  and  completed  his  studies  at 
Princeton  College,  New  Jersey.  He  subsequently  read  law 
in  the  office  of  the  late  Charles  Chauncey,  of  Philadelphia, 
and  began  to  practise  his  profession  in  June,  1826.  Re- 
turning to  Reading,  he  was  chosen  cashier  of  the  Farmers’ 
Bank,  of  which  his  uncle,  Benneville  Keim,  was  president. 
In  1829,  he  became  a commissioner,  and  afterwards  a 
manager,  of  the  Mill  Creek  and  Mine  Hill  Navigation  and 
Railroad  Company.  In  1S35,  he  was  a member  of  the  firm 
of  Keim,  Whitaker  & Co.,  and  aided  in  the  erection  of  a 
large  rolling  mill  and  nail  factory,  in  Reading — the  pioneer 
establishment  of  all  those  great  works  which  have  since 
made  that  place  a noted  manufacturing  city.  He  was  also 
a partner  in  the  firm  of  Jones,  Keim  & Co.,  proprietors  of 
Windsor  Furnace.  At  an  early  age  he  was  a manager  of 
the  Reading  Library  Company,  and  took  much  interest  in 
its  prosperity.  He  was  a prominent  military  man,  being, 
in  1830,  chosen  to  succeed  his  uncle  as  Captain  of  the 
“Reading  Artillerists;”  shortly  afterwards  he  became 
Colonel  of  the  53d  Regiment;  and,  in  1835,  was  elected 
Major-General  of  the  Sixth  Division,  as  the  successor  of  his 
father,  and  commanded  the  same  when  summoned  to 
Harrisburg  at  the  call  of  Governor  Ritner,  during  the 
memorable  times  of  the  “Buckshot  war.”  He  was  also 
prominent  in  the  Masonic  order,  and  was  Worshipful 
Master  of  Lodge  No.  62;  in  1830,  he  was  constituted 
District  Deputy  Grand  Master.  In  his  political  faith,  he 
was  a Democrat  of  the  Jefferson  and  Jackson  school.  In 
1837,  he  was  elected  a delegate  to  the  Convention  to  revise 
the  Constitution  of  the  State;  and  during  the  same  year, 
was  chosen  member  of  Congress  to  fill  an  unexpired  term. 
His  constituents  were  so  pleased  with  his  able  course  in  the 
national  legislature,  that  he  was  twice  re-elected,  and  in 
1842,  declined  a fourth  nomination.  1 1 is  friends  had  pre- 
sented his  name — contrary  to  his  wishes — as  candidate  for 
the  Speakership  of  the  Twenty-Sixth  Congress,  and  he 
received  a complimentary  vote.  After  his  retirement,  he 
was  offered,  by  President  Tyler,  the  choice  of  three 
positions;  and  he  accepted  that  of  Marshal  of  the  Eastern 
District  of  Pennsylvania,  to  which  he  was,  in  1844,  re- 
appointed by  President  Polk.  In  1852,  he  was  elected  by 
the  City  Councils,  Mayor  of  Reading;  and  in  i860,  was 
voted  for  as  one  of  the  two  Electors-at-Large  on  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket  for  President.  He  had  previously  been  urged 
to  accept  the  nomination  for  Governor,  but  declined.  He 


was  a lover  of  literature,  and  a fine  writer;  besides,  having 
an  extraordinary  gift  of  poetry,  he  was  a true  improvisatore. 
It  was  while  he  was  in  Congress,  that  the  late  Charles 
Dickens  first  visited  this  country,  and  at  the  Congressional 
dinner  given  the  latter,  in  March,  1842,  General  Keim 
presided ; it  was  then  many  of  the  most  distinguished  men 
of  the  day  greeted  the  author  of  “ Pickwick.”  While  in 
Washington,  he  took  an  active  interest  in  the  organization 
of  the  National  Institution  for  the  promotion  of  Science; 
and  continued  to  indulge  his  taste  in  art,  as  well  as  science. 
While  on  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  he  first 
brought  to  notice  the  sculptor  Pettrich,  a pupil  of  Thor- 
waldsen,  whose  decorations  on  the  national  buildings  still 
attract  much  notice.  He  was  also  at  this  time  one  of  the 
managers  of  the  Art  Union  of  Philadelphia ; and  a member 
of  the  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences,  and  the  Pennsylvania 
Historical  Society.  When  the  rebellion  broke  out,  he 
raised  a large  and  efficient  company  of  volunteers  for  home 
defence;  and  while  drilling  them,  in  the  armory,  was 
stricken  by  paralysis.  He  died,  June  ioLh,  1861.  He  was 
married,  May  1st,  1827,  to  Julia  C.,  youngest  daughter  of 
the  late  Christopher  Mayer,  of  Lancaster;  six  children 
survived  him,  among  whom  are  George  de  Benneville 
Keim,  now  Vice  President  of  the  Reading  Coal  and  Iron 
Company,  and  Henry  May  Keim,  a talented  and  prosperous 
citizen  of  Reading,  who  has  recently  been  elected  Auditor 
of  that  city. 

OBERTS,  HOWARD,  Sculptor,  is  a son  of  Edward 
Roberts,  a prominent  merchant  of  Philadelphia. 
He  was  born  in  that  city,  April  9th,  1843.  He 
commenced  the  study  of  art  at  the  Pennsylvania 
Academy  of  Fine  Arts,  and  for  several  years  he 
attended  the  schools  of  that  institution.  In  1S66, 
he  went  to  Europe  for  the  purpose  of  perfecting  himself 
under  the  direction  of  competent  professors,  and  for  about 
three  years  modelled  in  the  “ Ecole  des  Beaux  Arts  ” at  Paris, 
and  in  the  ateliers  of  several  prominent  French  sculptors. 
On  his  return  to  Philadelphia,  he  established  himself  in  a 
commodious  atelier,  and  shortly  after  produced  an  ideal 
bust  which  he  entitled  “ Eleanore.”  This  attracted  con- 
siderable attention,  and  was  purchased  by  a prominent  con- 
noisseur. A head  of  a little  girl,  crowned  with  ivy,  several 
portraits,  and  an  ideal  bust  which  the  artist  entitled  Lady 
Clara  Vere  de  Vere,  rapidly  extended  his  reputation  as  an 
artist  of  superior  refinement,  grace  and  poetical  feeling. 
Hawthorne’s  romance  of  The  Scarlet  Letter  furnished  the 
subject  for  the  artist’s  next  work.  This  is  a full  length, 
about  forty  inches  in  height,  and  represents  “Hester 
Prynne”  with  her  infant  in  her  arms,  standing  in  the 
pillory,  as  she  is  described  in  the  opening  chapter  of  the 
story.  The  remarkable  beauty  of  this  work  elicited  the 
most  enthusiastic  commendations,  his  artistic  brethren 
being  especially  hearty  in  their  praises  of  the  conception  as 
well  as  of  the  execution  of  the  statuette.  Encouraged  by 
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the  success  of  the  “Hester  I’rynne,”  he  determined  to 
attempt  a life-size  statue.  I'or  this  he  selected  as  his  subject 
Hypatia,  as  she  is  described  in  the  last  chapters  of  Kingsley’s 
novel,  standing  at  bay  before  the  angry  monks  who  are 
determined  upon  her  destruction.  While  engaged  upon 
this  statue,  however,  he  completed  ah  ideal  bust,  with  the 
arms  attached.  This  was  a representation  of  the  artist’s  idea 
of  Lueile,  the  heroine  of  Owen  Meredith’s  metrical  romance. 
The  Hypatia  was  completed  in  plaster,  in  the  spring  of 
1873,  and  he  determined  to  take  it  to  Europe  to  have  it  cut 
in  marble,  lie  accordingly  went  to  Paris,  in  the  summer 
of  1873,  with  the  intention  of  remaining  in  that  city  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  is  a very  careful  workman,  and  never 
gives  a statue  or  bust  to  the  world  until  satisfied  that  he  has 
done  his  best  with  it.  The  prominent  characteristics  of  his 
style  are  refinement,  and  a certain  poetical  feeling,  which 
on  occasion,  as  in  the  case  of  his  Hypatia,  is  capable  of 
developing  into  tragic  intensity  and  force. 

CKERT,  ISAAC,  Ironmaster,  and  Bank  President, 
was  born  in  the  village  of  Wornelsdorf,  Berks 
county,  Pennsylvania,  in  January,  1800.  He  was 
a son  of  Peter  Eckert,  a farmer  and  merchant  of 
prominence  in  that  neighborhood,  and  grandson 
of  Valentine  Eckert,  who  served  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War  as  Captain  of  a troop  of  cavalry.  The  priva- 
tions and  hardships  he  endured  during  and  after  the  battle 
of  Germantown  resulted  in  an  illness  which  shortly  after- 
ward terminated  in  his  death.  The  maiden  name  of  his 
mother  was  Brown,  a member  of  a well-known  family 
then  resident  in  the  vicinity  of  Erie,  Pennsylvania.  lie  re- 
ceived his  elementary  education  in  the  schools  of  his  birth- 
place, and  completed  his  studies  in  the  Grammar  School 
of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  at  that  time  presided 
over  by  the  venerable  Dr.  Abercrombie,  of  Christ  Church 
Parish,  Philadelphia.  Before  he  had  attained  his  majority 
he,  in  copartnership  with  his  elder  brother,  William,  suc- 
ceeded to  the  mercantile  business  of  their  father,  and,  about 
the  year  182S,  the  brothers  removed  to  Reading,  and  con- 
tinued in  the  same  occupation  until  1836,  when  he  retired 
from  that  connection  and  became  associated  with  his  younger 
brother,  Dr.  George  N.  Eckert — a gentleman  of  extensive 
scientific  acquirements,  whose  attention  was  early  directed 
to  the  development  of  the  rich  mineral  resources  of  Schuyl- 
kill county,  and  who  for  a series  of  years  ably  represented 
that  district  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States — and  de- 
voted his  time  and  means  to  the  manufacture  of  iron.  In 
lS42-’44,  the  “ Henry  Clay  Furnace  ” — one  of  the  largest 
anthracite  furnaces  that,  until  then,  had  ever  been  projected 
in  the  State— was  erected  at  Reading  under  their  joint 
proprietorship.  In  1S55,  another  furnace  of  like  extent 
was  added  to  this  upon  an  adjoining  site.  Both  are  still 
standing,  and  working  with  a capacity  of  140  to  150  tons 
each.  At  the'  decease  of  Dr.  Eckert  his  brother  purchased 


his  interest  in  these  iron  works,  and  continued  their  sole 
proprietor  up  to  the  spring  of  1S73,  when  he  relinquished 
his  active  interest  in  them  to  his  two  sons,  Henry  S.  and 
George  B.,  by  whom  they  are  now  carried  on  under  the 
firm  name  of  Eckert  & Brother.  In  1838,  he  was  elected 
President  of  the  Farmers’  Bank  of  Reading,  a State  insti- 
tution, since  reorganized  under  the  National  Banking  Laws 
with  the  title  of  the  Farmers’  National  Bank,  which  office 
he  held  without  intermission  until  his  death,  covering  a 
period  of  thirty  five  years.  His  eldest  son,  Henry  S.,  has 
succeeded  him  in  this  position.  He  was  also  President  of 
the  “ Country  Bank  Association,”  composed  of  the  National 
banks  east  of  the  mountains,  for  eight  years.  In  1852,  he 
was  chosen  President  of  the  Leesport  Iron  Company,  in 
which  he  was  one  of  the  principal  stockholders,  and  of 
which  he  continued  to  act  as  the  executive  officer  up 
to  the  time  of  his  decease.  He  was  a very  considerable 
land-owner  in  Berks  and  Schuylkill  counties,  and  his  invest- 
ments were  uniformly  safe  and  remunerative.  He  was  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  Berks  County  Agricultural  and  Hor- 
ticultural Society,  and  for  many  years  its  President;  in  which 
capacity  his  early  experience  and  subsequent  thoroughly 
acquired  knowledge  of  all  matters  pertaining  to  agricultural 
science  were  of  inestimable  advantage  in  promoting  the 
objects  for  which  that  Society  was  established  ; and  it  is 
mainly  to  his  lively  interest  and  disinterested  exertions  in 
the  direction  of  its  affairs  that  its  present  flourishing  condi- 
tion, second  to  that  of  no  similar  association  in  the  State,  is 
due.  It  was  his  special  pride  to  see  the  best  breeds  of 
horned  cattle  and  other  live  stock,  and  the  choicest  varie- 
ties of  standard  fruits,  introduced  upon  the  farms  of  his 
native  county,  and  the  benefit  of  his  assiduous  efforts  to 
these  ends  were  made  visible  in  the  superior  specimens  of 
such  stock  and  products  which,  during  his  administration, 
always  constituted  a chief  attraction  of  the  Society’s  an- 
nual fairs.  lie  was  selected  by  President  Grant  as  one  of 
the  Commissioners  to  the  Vienna  Exposition  of  1 S73 ; and 
was  appointed,  by  Act  of  the  Forty-second  Congress,  one 
of  the  two  Commissioners  from  his  District  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Finance  under  which  the  Centennial 
Exposition  for  1S76  was  undertaken.  In  the  spring  of 
1867,  and  also  in  1 S 7 3 , in  fulfilment  of  his  Commission  to 
the  Austrian  Capital,  he  made  extensive  tours  through  the 
principal  countries  of  Europe,  and  added  materially  to  the 
fund  of  practical  information  upon  all  subjects  worthy  of 
the  study  of  an  educated  American  gentleman,  which  he 
made  it  one  of  the  aims  of  his  active  and  useful  life  to  ac- 
quire. lie  was  no  politician  or  office-seeker,  in  the  low 
sense  in  which  these  terms  have  come  to  be  applied,  but 
he  always  took  a warm  interest  in  the  success  of  the  poli- 
tical principles  in  which  he  had  been  reared,  and  to  which 
he  adhered  through  life — first  as  an  old-line  Whig,  and 
afterwards  as  a loyal  Republican.  1 1 is  influence  and  wealth 
were  freely  used  for  the  benefit  of  his  party,  and  during  the 
War  of  the  Rebellion  he  contributed  liberally  of  his  means 
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toward  the  success  of  the  Union  arms.  lie  was  a Delegate 
to  the  National  Convention  at  Chicago,  in  1S60,  when 
Mr.  Lincoln  was  nominated  to  the  Presidency  for  his  first 
term,  and  was  one  of  the  Presidential  Electors  for  this 
State  in  1S64.  Politically  he  was  universally  respected, 
and  personally  he  was  esteemed  by  men  of  all  parties  for 
his  many  admirable  traits  of  private  character.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  IV  testant  Episcopal  Church,  and  one  of 
the  two  Wardens  of  Christ  Church,  Reading,  which  the 
Bishop  of  the  new  Diocese  of  Central  Pennsylvania  has 
accepted  for  his  Cathedral.  lie  was  a liberal  contributor 
to  the  Endowment  Fund  of  this  Diocese.  He  was  prominent 
and  zealous  in  all  the  enterprises  of  a literary,  benevolent 
and  charitable  character  of  the  city  whose  best  interests 
he  always  had  at  heart,  and  gave  generously  toward  their 
support.  Plain  and  unostentatious  in  his  deportment,  he 
was  distinguished  for  a cheerfulness  and  suavity  of  disposi- 
tion and  a winning  courtesy  of  manner  in  his  intercourse 
with  his  fellowmen,  which  won  for  him  the  affectionate 
regard  of  all  who  enjoyed  his  acquaintance.  lie  possessed 
all  the  inbred  qualities  of  a gentleman  of  the  old  school, 
and  was  a universal  favorite  in  social  and  domestic  life. 
To  the  young,  particularly,  he  was  invariably  kind  , and 
sympathetic,  and  manifested  his  interest  in  their  welfare  by. 
friendly  counsel  and  valuable  assistance.  By  many  who 
were  thus  made  the  recipients  of  his  paternal  attention,  he 
will  be  long  remembered  with  feelings  of  love  and  gratitude. 
IF’  retained  the  full  possession  of  his  mental,  and  physical 
faculties,  to  a remarkable  degree,  to  the  very  close  of  his 
well-spent  life;  and  died,  almost  without  a -struggle,  after 
an  illness  of  only  two  days,  on  the  13th  of  December,  1873, 
having  nearly  completed  his  seventy-third  year,  lie  was 
married,  in  1826,  to  Judith,  daughter  of  Dr.  Hahn,  of 
Montgomery  county,  originally  of  Philadelphia,  who  sur- 
vives him.  His  heirs  are  the  two  sons  already  named,  and 
a daughter,  the  wife  of  P.  R.  Stetson,  of  New  York.  As  a 
memorial  of  a justly  loved  and  revered  parent,  they  have 
donated  to  Christ  Cathedral,  in  his  name,  a fidl  chime  of  ten 
bells,  weighing  over  five  tons,  which  have  been  placed  in 
the  beautiful  Gothic  tower  of  that  edifice.  The  appropri- 
ateness of  this  tribute  is  heightened  by  the  fact  that,  upon 
various  occasions  during  his  latter  years,  he  had  expressed 
a desire  to  see  the  original  design  of  the  architect  of  the 
Cathedral,  in  constructing  a bell-tower  over  its  Lfide, 
carried  out. 


f I ESTER,  IION.  WILLIAM,  Legislator  and  Poli- 
tician, was  born  in  Berks  county,  Pennsylvania, 
October  10th,  1790.  Some  six  members  of  his 
family  had  occupied  seats  in  Congress,  among 
them  his  uncle,  General  Daniel  Iliester,  who  sat 
in  the  1st,  2d,  31!  and  4th  Congresses  from  Penn- 
sylvania, and  in  the  7th  and  8th  from  Maryland,  to  which 
State  he  had  removed,  and  who  died  in  \\  a hington  during 


the  session  of  the  8th  Congress,  in  1804.  William  Iliester, 
after  due  preparation,  pursued  an  irregular  course  at  Dick- 
inson College,  and  was  probably  a classmate  of  Judges 
Grier  and  Ilayes.  lie  removed  to  Lancaster  county,  about 
1822,  and  having  settled  at  New  Holland  married  Lucy 
E.,  daughter  of  Isaac  Ellmaker,  of  that  place.  He  early 
entered  into  politics,  and  became  one  of  the  first  advocates 
of  the  Anti-Masonic  movement  ; he  was  Secretary  of  the 
great  Anti-Masonic  meeting  at  New  Holland,  in  1828.  He 
was  the  opponent  of  James  Buchanan  for  Congress  the 
same  year,  but  being  defeated,  was  renominated  and  elected 
in  1S30,  and,  having  been  tw  ice  re-elected,  served  continu- 
ously until  1S37.  In  1S36,  he  was  elected  a member  of  the 
Constitutional  Reform  Convention  which  assembled  ill 
Harrisburg,  in  May,  1837,  and  adjourned  February  22d, 
1838.  He  was  elected  State  Senator  in  1840,  and  was 
chosen  Speaker  of  the  Senate  in  1S42.  During  all  his  pub- 
lic career  he  was  attentive  to  the  interests  of  his  constituents 
and  made  a pure  and  noble  record.  lie  presided  at  the 
great-Whig  Convention  held  in  Lancaster,  July  29th,  1S43, 
which  advocated  the  claims  of  Henry  Clay  for  the  Presi- 
dency; and  became  a Presidential  Elector  in  1S44.  The 
same  year  he  was  the  unanimous  choice  of  Lancaster  county 
for  Governor,  but  he  declined  to  allow  his  name  to  be  used. 
He. 'was  a man  of  ability,  spoke  both  English  and  German 
with  great  fkten&y,  and  enjoyed  the  unlimited  confidence 
of  the*  people. , His  stainless  purity  and  sterling  integrity 
caused  him  to  be  highly  respected  and  admired,  while  his 
affability  and  kindness  won  for  him  a large  circle  of  de- 
voted friends.  His,  death,  on  October  14th,  1S53,  cast  a 
shadow  over  the  w'hole  community. 


I ESTER,  IION.  ISAAC  ELLMAKER,  Lawyer 
and  Legislator,  son  of  Hon.  William  Iliester  and 
grand- nephew  of  Governor  Joseph  Iliester,  was 
born  in  New  Holland,  Lancaster  county,  Penna., 
May  29th,  1824.  lie  entered  the  Moravian 
School  at  Litiz  in  early  youth,  and  after  a period 
at  Abbeville  Academy  entered  Bolmar’s  Institute  at  West 
Chester,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  prepared  for  College. 
He  matriculated  at  Yale,  in  1S3S,  and  having  graduated 
with  high  honors,  in  1S42,  engaged  in  the  study  of  law 
with  Hon.  Thomas  E.  Franklin,  of  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania. 
Having  been  admitted  to  the  bar,  September  13th,  1845, 
he  speedily  rose  to  a position  of  influence  in  his  profession, 
and  was,  in  1848,  during  the  term  of  Governor  William  F. 
Johnson,  appointed  Deputy  Attorney-General.  He  was 
elected  by  the  Whigs  to  the  33d  Congress,  in  1852,  and 
gained  notoriety  from  his  brilliant  and  powerful  opposition 
to  the  Kansas  Nebraska  Bill  ; he  was  again  nominated,  in 
1S54,  but  failed  of  an  election.  Having  repudiated  the 
Know-Nothing  movement,  he,  with  a few  followers,  united 
with  the  Democrats,  who  nominated  him  for  Congress  in 
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1856.  lie  was  a delegate  to  the  Democratic  National 
Convention,  in  1S68,  and  was  then  appointed  a member 
of  the  Democratic  National  Executive  Committee.  He  was 
not  a bigoted  partisan,  and  was  frank  in  expressing  his 
opinions,  which  frequently  failed  to  harmonize  with  the 
views  of  his  party.  Ilis  great  legal  ability  was  universally 
conceded,  and  he  was  the  acknowledged  peer  of  any  of  his 
fellow  practitioners.  Having  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  a 
superior  education,  he  was  a man  of  culture  and  fine  attain- 
ments, and  was  more  than  once  solicited  to  accept  the  nomi- 
nation for  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  but  he  steadily 
declined.  He  was  a member  of  the  banking  firm  of  Reed, 
Henderson  & Co.,  of  Lancaster.  lie  was  married,  Feb- 
ruary 1 8th,  1S63,  to  Mary  T.,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Eshle- 
man  of  Lancaster.  He  died  February  6th,  1S71,  honored 
and  mourned  by  all  who  knew  him,  esteemed  and  admired 
for  his  dignity,  honor  and  true  manhood. 


. 

J\o  'J\  AKER,  GEORGE,  Banker  and.  Broker,  was  born 
V l a in  Delaware  county,  Pennsylvania,  October  17th, 
1S21.  lie  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
of  his  native  county,  and  was  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits  until  1S38,  when  he  removed  to 
Chester  and  became  an  apprentice  to  Eyre  & 
Manley,  merchants  of  that  city.  He  remained  with  them 
until  he  had  attained  his  majority,  after  which  he  was  a 
salesman  until  1846.  Ilis  close  attention  to  business  and 
his  mercantile  ability  were  so  marked  that  when,  in  the 
latter  year,  John  O.  Deshony,  a successful  merchant  of 
Chester,  was  about  to  retire  he  offered  him  the  use  of  suffi- 
cient capital  to  engage  in  business  on  his  own  account,  and 
became  a silent  partner  with  him.  He  turned  this  oppor- 
tunity to  such  good  account  that  at  the  expiration  of  five 
years  he  was  able  to  refund  all  his  borrowed  capital,  and 
then  associated  in  partnership  with  William  McCall,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Baker  & McCall.  This  new  firm  was  ob- 
liged to  extend  its  facilities  to  accommodate  its  increasing 
trade,  and  continued  a successful  career  until  1853,  when 
the  senior  partner  having  purchased  his  partner’s  interest 
became  the  sole  proprietor.  • In  time  his  business  assumed 
such  proportions  as  to  require  larger  accommodations,  and 
he  erected  a commodious  new  store  on  Market  Square,  at 
the  corner  of  Third  street,  and  after  his  removal  thither 
admitted  Henry  C.  Trainer,  and  took  the  style  of  George 
Baker  Hi  Co.  Subsequently  Henry  Ilinkson  became  inte- 
rested, and  having  finally  been  admitted  to  full  partnership 
the  firm  became  Baker  & Ilinkson,  and  so  continued  until 
autumn,  1866,  when  he  sold  his  interest  to  his  partner. 
Chester  and  its  vicinity  had  long  felt  the  need  of  a private 
bankers’  and  brokers’  establishment,  and  having  associated 
in  partnership  with  William  Ward,  a prominent  lawyer  and 
real  estate  operator,  on  January  1st,  1S67,  the  firm  of  Ward 
8:  Baker  established  the  first  enterprise  of  the  kind  in  De- 


laware county.  Under  their  able  and  energetic  manage- 
ment it  speedily  took  high  rank  among  financial  insti- 
tutions, and  the  aggregate  of  its  deposits  closely  approxi- 
mated to  those  of  the  neighboring  National  banks.  Their 
operations  steadily  increased,  and  finding  their  banking- 
house  too  contracted  for  convenience,  George  Baker  erected 
in  1870,  a handsome  new  banking  house,  with  Delaware 
county  granite  front,  on  Market  Square,  adjoining  his  store 
property,  and  the  firm  removed  thither  in  the  spring  of 
1871.  After  a while,  his  partner  became  so  much  occu- 
pied by  his  professional  duties  and  outside  operations  that, 
on  January  20th,  1S73,  he  purchased  his  interest  in  the 
banking  house,  and  has  since  conducted  it  alone.  During 
the  panic  of  1S73,  when  the  greatest  financial  distress  pre- 
vailed and  so  many  private  banking-houses  succumbed, 
this  institution  was  able  to  promptly  and  fully  meet  all  the 
demands  upon  it,  proving  that  the  confidence  reposed  in 
it  had  not  been  misplaced.  In  1861,  he  associated  with 
David  Trainer,  of  Linwood,  as  Trainer  & Baker,  and  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  fine  woollen  goods  at  the  La- 
rriokin  Mills,  but  as  the  firm  soon  after  sold  their  interest 
this  enterprise  proved  of  short  duration.  For  some  years 
anterior  to  the  chartering  of  the  city  he  had  been  Burgess, 
and  was  for  ten  years  President  of  the  Chester  Building 
Association.  Although  a thorough  Republican,  he  has 
never  been  an  aspirant  for  political  honors,  and  has  uni- 
formly shrunk  from  public  notoriety.  During  the  Gettys- 
burg Campaign,  of  1S63,  he  closed  his  store,  and  with  all 
his  employes  joined  Captain  Frich’s  company,  serving 
during  that  emergency.  Few  men  have  been  more  dili- 
gent and  enterprising,  and  during  his  long  business  career 
he  has  contributed  much  to  the  advancement  of  the  interests 
of  the  city.  Every  public  improvement  has  found  in  him 
a quiet  but  influential  advocate,  and  he  has  ever  shown  his 
readiness  to  extend  substantial  aid  to  all  projects  calculated 
to  benefit  the  community. 


ILDRUP,  WILLIAM  THOMAS,  Superintendent 
of  the  Harrisburg  Car  Works,  was  born  in 
Middletown,  Connecticut,  February  6th,  1S22, 
and  is  the  son  of  Jesse  Ilildrup,  of  Hartford,  in 
that  State.  He  obtained  his  education  in  the  ex- 
cellent common  schools  of  the  district,  and  was 
ever  an  apt  and  advanced  scholar.  Having  learned  the 
carpenter’s  trade,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years  he  started  for 
himself,  possessed  of  a set  of  carpenter’s  tools,  $25  in  his 
pocket  and  his  industry  and  energy  to  carve  his  way  through 
the  world.  He  first  proceeded  to  Cape  Vincent,  Jefferson 
county,  New  York,  and  two  years  after  to  Worcester,  Massa- 
chusetts, wdiere  he  entered  Bradley’s  Car  Factory  as  an  em- 
ploye. He  soon  mastered  the  business,  and  was  especially 
noted  for  his  industry  and  regularity.  He  was  ever  a close 
student  of  mechanical  theories  and  business  rules  ami  usages, 
making  himself  thereby  very  valuable  to  his  employers 


f ■ • ,:<1  "i  i tiU  :i  n:t  i i *.) . il  jJjjuj  '•>•  ■ ,,  i 

, . 7 r 7 . ! : r;'il  fjt  \ 3-lej  ngJilJ  J.HJ»  ,r’H  J/I.J 

; ; (I;  '.juibnil  i>n  •.  ' fflx.alb  ■ -iln-  rp 

j . , 7 . / H :t  10  /•  ' * b-j  ; ili'K'  ■ O'.  > ■ i 

. .....  , . | ....  if  Si  . • 

■ tg  , ( . • . ■ if.  r. o 'Jo  i;  r: <r>  Vrc  . ) 

. <!tth  . j r,  • i •ibii'l  ii  Jcvoriiai  •'  '**n  1 

ii  .jjiii  aiiir.  »i  - I'  oM 

,j, : «o  .u.:r7,  ...  . • . •■■■■  «■  V( 

■ . . . ■ 

in  I ..si  Jl-iii:  Kl:.  . Ij  O'  • 'if  $ •’> 

J I r.  i i ....  - . 1 : • 

..  1 . , ...  , ...1,  . ..... 

k|]  ...  vi i ivo  ; o ii. -j.i  .Jinibi/ 

i..  i .■  ...!<  i jim  il  Jit.i  (i 

, ; ...  • | ..........  . i ' ..ii.  :T  fiiv  .-..i. 

. cjijf • • n si'fiu  io  1 to 

. 

.noil!  '!■  • v . fliw KcisHna  - <1. 

. ;{  . ilj  |.,>  ..'/!  ivj  ...  A th 

;...|  , ik'. '••  :•>{  Of>  .is-  Ii„  'v.i  A...  . . 

. .....  M , . A-.-  • ' t • . « w 7 


• . ' I-. 

,'ji  i/  o in  o.i  •■»!>«  jo,  ■ ■ ' 1 

..  1 ill i;  ,•  i »';•  'il'*  • ‘I  i >■'»  1 • 

■gjff'il  -I, i.  !..  -J  [ , • ii-  ! -io  ■ >•'  I ■ ,"'J 

•ail  »H  k*  . ...  ii  , I f at  /'*j  «rfwJi  i»«n 

. 

n!  tn/.-i 1 1 : * .'tijcoi  - ■ 


...  .ifSi'i ...  1.1  .-Vic  il.il  J Jo  . ki/uf.i&M  ini;:  i 

- it  . ’ > ■ . ..i  iiii1  ■ 

....(i ! ni  ' .1 


■ limn’  : !'  . v -»n*.!  ; jj®..  • <f  .rf 


jn,  ; ‘ i . !--  ..Murli  ».!>  jo 

OC.fj,  1<'  . Hfti  . * 

....  . ; i . , i '■  f II  -ill  '..corsili:  -.  • f II  •■«•••  till!  1 

...  V.--  I)  a:(j  sit  jilovioj.-  !•(#:««'  . 

-.  . | 'j;,  - . |.  ’ I ■•><■  -.V  vlj  - 1 1 0 i 1 1 


fioit-  ft  Iritrin  -c  . >1  is  ^9:  *>B  bv  - -r  1 rr"  J* 

' 1 


• .T  J ’ ....  - > 1 - ' 

IV"  ...  . / .'  ' ...  . '.  7 '.ii.  4 ! . - - ’ ■ 


..  I .-  ) I;. (uj , >i'f V •!.  . 

,..  .jin  i-!  i . I -.:  ■■  ..it  iisi.-uiii!  tJ  1 .in. 


........ 7 .7,,  V;  ii-  -v.  , !'  ! cnn-  I"  '!  -I'i'ii  .'  ' *’>’>■  ' 


BIOGRAPHICAL  ENCYCLOPEDIA. 


335 


During  the  ten  years  that  he  remained  in  this  establishment 
he  became  thoroughly  proficient  in  every  department.  In 
1852,11c  removed  to  Elmira,  Neiv  York,  where  he  remained 
about  a year;  in  1853,  he  changed  his  residence  to  Harris- 
burg, at  the  invitation  of  a prominent  citizen,  and  became 
interested  in  the  Harrisburg  Car  Works,  then  just  orga- 
nized, and  of  which  he  was  selected  as  the  future  Manager. 
The  working  capital  of  this  concern  was  but  $25,000. 
Under  his  superintendence  its  success  was  onward  and  up- 
ward. In  1S62,  it  was  entirely  re-organized,  the  capital 
increased  to  $75,000,  and  it  took  a new  departure,  greatly 
augmenting  its  productions  and  employing  250  hands.  In 
1864,  so  successful  had  it  become  that  again  its  capital  was 
increased,  and  four  years  later  the  amount  invested  was 
twelve-fold  what  it  was  when  he  first  took  charge  of  the 
concern,  fifteen  years  previously,  a small  army  of  1400  men 
being  then  employed  in  this  teeming  hive  of  industry.  By 
his  able  management  other  establishments  grew  out  of  the 
enterprise — a saw-mill,  a machine-shop  and  foundry,  a 
planing  mill  and  lumber  yard,  and  all  tributary  to  the  ori- 
ginal works.  William  Calder,  the  President  of  the  Car 
Works,  whose  interests,  temperament  and  disposition  har- 
monized with  his  own  from  the  very  commencement  of  his 
residence  in  Harrisburg,  and  himself  have  been  the  leading 
spirits  and  controlling  laborers  in  developing  these  great 
works ; and  the  several  industries  above  named  have  each 
and  all  sprung  from  the  one  seed,  the  original  $25,000  in- 
vested in  1853,  and  have  grown  and  flourished  under  their 
superior  care  and  management.  When  he  first  came  to 
Harrisburg  there  was  very  little  mechanical  skill  among  all 
the  artisans  of  the  place.  Being  possessed  of  great  me- 
chanical genius,  he  gave  an  impetus  to  these  arts,  being 
skilful  and  experienced  in  all  details  as  well  as  in  great 
works.  lie  has  a high  regard  for  the  artisan.  Having 
once  been  a mechanic  himself,  he  first  directed  his  attention 
to  their  needs  and  endeavored  to  improve  their  condition. 
He  noticed  the  irregular  and  unsatisfactory  mode  in  which 
they  were  paid.  He  commenced  by  revising  and  systema- 
tizing the  method  ; then  organized  a system  of  co-operation 
in  the  purchases  of  the  necessities  of  life.  By  his  unselfish, 
persistent  and  sincere  care  for  their  interests  lie  has  become 
endeared  to  them,  and  they  manifest  for  him  the  utmost 
respect  and  kindest  regards,  especially  as  he  has  the  heart 
to  do  them  justice — and  the  mind  and  skill  to  lead,  control 
and  govern  them.  In  this  connection,  it  may  be  stated, 
that  on  the  occasion  of  his  fifty-first  birthday  (February  6th, 
1873)  he  was  the  recipient  of  a massive  silver  tea-service, 
costing  $1250,  which  was  presented  to  him  “ as  a testimo- 
nial of  alfection  and  esteem  by  the  employes  under  his  con- 
trol.” No  worthy  man  is  ever  allowed  to  suffer  in  his 
employ.  He  protects  and  pays  the  expenses  of  all  in  sick- 
ness; and  where  any  one  receives  an  injury  while  laboring 
in  the  works  special  care  is  directed  to  their  comfort  and 
bodily  wants.  1 1 is  mechanical  faculty  is  a natural  talent, 
and  having  always  been  a diligent  student  he  has  gone  far 


above  the  best  classes,  and  may  be  considered  one  of  the 
best,  if  not  the  lest,  mechanic  in  the  Commonwealth.  By 
his  enterprise  and  superior  capacity,  coupled  with  the  amount 
of  capital  which  has  been  brought  to  his  aid,  he  has  mainly 
succeeded  in  building  up  the  manufacturing  interests  of 
Harrisburg.  Every  enterprise — and  he  has  had  a managing 
interest  in  nearly  all  the  manufacturing  concerns  in  the 
city — has  succeeded  under  his  supervision  and  direction  ; 
and  not  one  of  these  ever  proved  a loss  to  those  interested, 
or  failed  to  pay  its  creditors.  He  is  the  largest  owner  in 
the  Harrisburg  Car  Works,  the  foundry  and  machine-shop, 
the  saw  mill,  etc.  lie  is  among  the  hardest  working  men 
of  the  many  under  his  control.  But  not  only  in  these  en- 
terprises has  he  manifested  good  judgment,  shrewd  man- 
agement and  business  qualifications  of  a high  order,  but  able 
foresight  also.  During  the  Civil  War,  when  Harrisburg 
was  menaced  by  invasion,  he  it  was  who  selected  the  sites 
for  and  planned  the  fortifications  for  its  defence.  These 
points  so  selected  were  those  which  commanded  the  several 
approaches  to  the  city,  and  the  works  thus  laid  out  were 
such  as  to  completely  thwart  the  enemy’s  purposes.  He 
was  also  associated  during  the  Rebellion  with  his  friend 
William  Calder  in  supplying  the  Government  with  horses 
and  mules.  The  latter,  by  his  intimate  and  life-long  asso- 
ciation with  stock  raisers  in  Pennsylvania  and  the  adjoining 
States,  was  able  to  command  the  market,  as  it  were,  and 
succeeded  in  securing  the  requisite  number  of  animals  from 
time  to  time.  To  the  former  was  confided  the  necessary 
attention  of  transportation  to  the  several  points  of  delivery, 
together  with  the  entire  duty  of  having  them  duly  inspected 
by  the  Government  officers,  and  the  securing  of  the  neces- 
sary vouchers  for  payment.  This  was  a matter  involving 
great  executive  ability,  and  when  it  is  stated  that  during  the 
four  years  that  the  war  continued  he  delivered  to  the  Govern- 
ment 42,000  horses,  67,000  mules,  and  5000  head  of  oxen, 
some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  vast  amount  of  labor  he 
performed.  It  has  been  elsewhere  stated  that  during  his 
leisure  hours  he  studied  the  mechanical  arts  theoretically, 
while  during  his  hours  of  labor  he  was  carrying  these  out 
practically  in  the  workshop.  Knowing  the  difficulties  of 
the  artisan  in  securing  instruction  and  proficiency  in  matters 
of  this  kind,  he  has  largely  interested  himself  in  behalf  of 
a “ Mechanics’  High  School,”  whose  mission  it  shall  be  to 
educate  the  young  and  rising  generation  theoretically  and 
practically  in  the  trades,  or  branches  of  trades,  in  which 
they  design  engaging,  so  as  to  make  them  proficients  in  their 
specialties,  that  they  may,  when  exercising  the  position  of 
foremen  or  overseers  of  certain  industries,  be  able  to  thus 
instruct  others  while  becoming  better  acquainted  with  their 
own  proper  work.  The  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  passed 
a bill  creating  such  an  institution,  late  in  the  session  of 
1873;  but  scarcely  was  it  organized,  when  the  financial 
panic  of  September  of  that  year  swept  over  the  land,  thus 
retarding  its  thorough  organization.  An  able  report  of 
matters,  as  far  as  they  have  progressed,  has  been  presented 
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by  President  Ilildtup,  who  lias  taken  hold  of  the  matter  in 
earnest,  lie  has  reduced  the  whole  matter  to  a thorough 
system  of  general  technical  education,  by  proposing  the 
teaching  of  free-hand  and  mechanical  drawing  in  its  ele- 
mentary branches,  in  all  the  common  schools  ol  the  State, 
and  in  its  higher  branches,  in  the  high  schools;  and  by  the 
formation  of  free  night  schools  in  all  the  cities  and  large 
towns,  for  instructing  artisans  in  drawing,  mathematics, 
theoretical  mechanics,  and  engineering.  In  further  com- 
pletion of  this  plan  he  caused  to  be  added  to  several  now 
existing  colleges,  special  mechanical  professorships,  cover- 
ing the  interests  of  general  and  specific  technical  education. 
Judging  from  that  which  he  has  accomplished,  the  work 
must  continue  and  be  crowned  with  success.  lie  has  been 
a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church  for  the  past  thirty  years, 
and  takes  a warm  interest  in  the  furtherance  of  all  the 
charities  and  institutions  controlled  by  it.  lie  was  married, 
in  October,  1S46,  to  Harriet  E.,  daughter  of  Colonel  John 
11.  Esselstyre,  of  Cape  Vincent,  Jefferson  county,  New 
York — an  old  and  influential  family  of  that  locality. 


, ARVEY,  ELI.WOOD,  M.  I).,  Physician,  was  born 
at  Chadd’s  Ford,  on  the  Brandywine  battle- 
ground, in  Delaware  county,  Pennsylvania, 
November  30th,  1820.  1 1 is  parents,  and  all  his 

ancestors  since  the  beginning  of  Quakerism,  were 
Quakers  and  farmers.  1 1 is  great-great-grand- 
father, William  Harvey,  came  from  England,  in  1711,  and 
bought  land  on  the  Brandywine,  as  the  original  deed  from 
William  Penn  expressed  it,  “ back  in  the  woods  of  Kennett.’ 
His  mother  was  a Hollingsworth,  of  Delaware  State,  and 
her  ancestors  were  also  among  the  earliest  English  Quaker 
settlers  on  the  Brandywine.  His  school  studies  ended  in  a 
country  boarding-school,  with  a teacher  whose  chief  pleasure 
was  mathematics,  and  the  proficiency  attained  by  his  pupils 
in  that  branch  was  at  the  expense  of  everything  else  except 
sound  and  high-toned  moral  instruction  and  example.  At 
the  age  of  sixteen  he  entered  a drug  store  in  Philadelphia, 
preparatory  to  engaging  in  the  study  of  medicine;  but  his 
relations  to  the  older  apprentice  proving  uncongenial,  he 
left  for  the  West,  working  his  way  as  fireman  and  deck- 
hand on  steamboats  from  Pittsburg  to  Davenport,  Iowa. 
He  there  joined  a corps  of  surveyors,  and  having  had 
thorough  training  in  practical  surveying  at  school,  was  em- 
ployed as  a chain  bearer,  and  performed  the  duties  of  the 
Government  Deputy  Surveyor.  A year  in  a surveyor’s  camp, 
on  the  prairies,  before  he  was  eighteen,  exactly  suited  his 
tastes  and  temperament.  Having  returned  to  Philadelphia, 
he  matriculated  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  whence 
he  graduated  M.  D.,  in  1843.  He  then  engaged  in  country 
practice  at  his  birth-place,  which  he  continued  until  1852, 
when  he  accepted  a professorship  in  the  Female  Medical 
College  of  Pennsylvania,  now  called  The  Woman's  Medical 
College,  lie  devoted  all  his  time  and  energies  to  that  in- 


stitution and  to  the  cause  it  represented,  until  1S57,  deliver- 
ing nine  full  courses  of  lectures  on  live  different  branches, 
and  filling  two  professional  chairs  nearly  all  the  time,  as  the 
exigencies  of  the  college  demanded.  Female  medical 
education  being  unpopular,  those  women  who  had  money 
did  not,  then,  study  medicine,  and  those  who  would  have 
studied  lacked  the  means.  He  resigned,  and  turned  to 
more  profitable  account  the  skill  he  had  acquired  as  a 
lecturer,  by  travelling  and  lecturing  before  the  people  on 
Anatomy,  Physiology,  Hygiene,  and  various  other  scientific 
subjects.  For  one  year,  i860,  he  was  joint  proprietor, 
principal,  ami  teacher  of  a normal  school,  at  West  Chester, 
Pennsylvania.  In  1S61,  he  returned  to  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Chester,  Pennsylvania,  where  his  efficiency 
and  skill  have  been  recognized  by  the  acquirement  of  a 
large  and  lucrative  practice,  many  of  his  patrons  being 
among  the  best  families  of  the  place.  In  politics  he  has 
always  been’a  Whig  or  a Republican,  but  has  never  held  an 
office  except  in  the  school  board  of  which  he  is  an  active 
and  progressive  member.  Though  always  supposed  to  be 
one  of  the  most  radical  of  abolitionists,  he  never  joined  any 
of  the  anti-slavery  political  parties,  but  adhered  to  those 
organizations  that  seemed  to  him  more  capable  of  accom- 
plishing the  end.  In  1S56  and  in  i860,  he  made  many 
political  speeches  in  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  and  New 
York,  in  the  interests  of  Republicanism.  In  addition  to 
occasional  articles  for  medical  and  other  journals,  he  has 
been  a liberal  contributor  to  agricultural  papers.  Inheriting 
a strong  fondness  for  agriculture,  the  various  problems  in- 
volved in  successful  stock  breeding  have  claimed  his  special 
attention.  The  development  of  the  trotting  horse  being  an 
American  specialty,  offering  many  interesting,  physiological 
questions  for  practical  solution,  he  has  devoted  some  time 
and  study  to  it.  His  essay  on  Th e American  Trollin'] 
Hone,  published  as  an  appendix  to  the  American  edition 
of  an  English  work  on  horses,  by  Stonehenge,  and  an 
article  on  “ Horses,”  published  in  the  Seventh  Annual  Re- 
port of  the  State  Agricultural  Society  of  Pennsylvania , have 
both  taken  rank  among  the  standard  literature  upon  that 
subject.  In  1S45,  he  married  Josephine  S.  Youle,  of  Phila- 
delphia, who  still  lives  to  bless  him  and  the  two  sons  who 
have  been  given  them  ; one  is  a premising  young  practitioner 
at  the  Delaware  county  bar,  the  other  a successful  whole- 
sale grocer  in  Wilmington,  Delaware. 
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OI’Pl.E,  HENRY,  President  of  Lehigh  University, 
was  born,  October  13th,  1S21,  in  the  city  of 
Savannah,  Georgia.  1 1 is  father  was  a prominent 
physician  of  French  descent.  After  receiving  a 
careful  early  education,  he  entered  the  military 
academy  at  West  Point,  June  1841,  where  he 
distinguished  himself  by  his  quick  intellect,  and  graduated 
high  in  his  class,  June  1S45.  He  was  soon  promoted  to  the 
1st  Regiment  Artillery,  United  States  Army.  The  Mexican 
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war  which  broke  out  in  1846,  gave  him  an  opportunity  to 
see  active  service  in  the  field,  and  to  display  those  traits  of 
fearless  determination  and  prompt  decision  which  mark  his 
character.  lie  was  engaged  in  the  seige  of  Vera  Cruz,  the 
battle  of  Cerro  Gordo,  the  skirmishes  of  La  Hoya  and 
Ohalaha,  the  battles  of  Contreras  and  Cherubusco,  the  des- 
perate storming  of  Chapultepec,  and  the  triumphant  capture 
of  the  city  of  Mexico.  These  engagements  offered  him  a 
field  in  which  to  gain  promotion,  which  he  was  not  slow  to 
appreciate.  Breveted  Captain  of  Artillery  for  gallant  and 
meritorious  conduct  in  the  hard  fought  battles  of  Contreras 
and  Cherubusco,  he  was  appointed,  after  the  close  of  the 
war  in  1848,  Assistant  Professor  of  Ethics  and  English 
studies  in  the  West  Point  Military  Academy.  This  position 
he  retained  until  the  spring  of  1855,  when  his  talents  ob- 
tained him  the  offer  of  the  chair  of  History  and  English 
Literature  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  at  Philadelphia. 
This  honorable  position  he  concluded  to  aocept,-  and 
resigning  from  the  military  academy,  removed  to  Philadel-. 
phia  for  that  purpose.  His  instruction  and  lectures  gave 
great  satisfaction  to  the  institution,  and  his  extensive  know- 
ledge and  accurate  discrimination  of  the  beauties  of  litera- . 
ture  were  repeatedly  displayed.  When,  in'  1866, -ilie 
Trustees  of  the  Lehigh  University,  at  Bethlehem, no  institu- 
tion founded  by  the  liberality  of  the  Hon.  Asa-PackerjAvere 
considering  the  selection  of  a President,  they  decided  upon 
offering  that  responsible  and  honorable  distinction  to  him  as 
one  in  every  way  competent  to  fulfil'  its  duties  with'  success. 
The  offer  was  accepted,  and  the  brilliant  career  since  then 
of  the  Lehigh  University  is  in  no  small  degree  owing  to 
the  tact,  the  administrative  ability,  and  the  varied  accom- 
plishments of  its  President.  In  the  year  of  his  acceptance, 
1866,  the  degree  of  LL.  D.  was  conferred  upon  him,  both 
by  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  by  Union  College, 
New  York,  in  recognition  of  his  services  to  the  cause  of 
liberal  education.  The  American  Philosophical  Society, 
and  other  learned  bodies,  had  previously  elected  him  to 
membership;  and  in  1S68,  he  was  appointed  by  Congress, 
member  and  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  to  the 
United  States  Military  Academy.  As  an  author,  he  has  a 
wide  reputation  for  accuracy  in  statement  and  beauty  of 
style.  Besides  a large  number  of  articles  contributed  to  the 
literary  periodicals  of  the  day,  he  edited  the  United  States 
Service  Magazine,  in  1864,  ’65,  and  ’66,  and  the  following 
works:  Gallery  of  Famous  Poets;  Gallery  of  Famous 

Poetesses;  Songs  of  Praise  in  the  Christian  Centuries.  In 
1862,  he  translated  Marmont’s  Esprit  des  Institutions 
Militaires,  and  has  written  Elements  of  Logic,  1857; 
Elements  of  Rhetoric,  1S59;  A Manual  of  Courts  Martial, 
1861  ; and  several  other  valuable  works  on  military  tactics, 
published  during  the  War  of  the  Rebellion.  He  has 
also  been  an  extensive  contributor  to  the  daily  press, 
winning  among  journalists  a considerable  reputation  by 
the  brilliancy  and  force  of  his  articles  upon  a wide  range 
of  topics. 


ENCYCLOPAEDIA. 

ANCOAST,  WILLIAM  II.,  M.  D.,  Physician  and 
Surgeon,  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania, 
in  1S35,  and  is  a son  of  Dr.  Joseph  Pancoast,  the 
late  distinguished  Professor  of  General  Descrip- 
tive and  Surgical  Anatomy  in  the  Jefferson  Medi- 
cal College  of  that  city.  He  was  educated  at 
Ilaverford  College,  whence  he  graduated  in  1853;  and  on 
leaving  the  same,  matriculated  at  the  Jefferson,  where  he 
studied  for  three  years,  receiving  his  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine,  in  1856.  In  order  to  perfect  himself  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  he  sailed  for  Europe,  and  visited 
the  great  hospitals  of  London,  Paris,  and  Vienna,  passing 
three  years  abroad,  mostly  occupied  during  that  time  in 
continued  study  at  these  medical  centres.  On  his  return  to 
the  United  States  he  commenced  practice  in  his  native  city, 
where  he  soon  found  a liberal  patronage,  devoting  himself 
chiefly  to  the  surgical  branch  of  the  science.  In  1862,  he 
was  named  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  in  his  Alma  Mater, 
which  he  filled  at  intervals  for  the  space  of  twelve  years. 
He  has  also  held  other  public  positions,  being  Visiting  Sur- 
geon to  the  Philadelphia  Hospital,  and  Consulting  Surgeon 
of  th6  Charity  Hospital.  During  the  War  of  the  Rebellion, 
he' did  good,  service  as  an  Army  Surgeon;  and  during  the 
absence  of  his  father  in  Europe,  1867-68,  was  appointed 
Adjunct  ^Professor  tef  Anatomy  in  Jefferson  College.  In 
1871,  he  was  elected^  President  of  the  Philadelphia  County 
Medical  Society,  vyH?fch  -office  he  filled  with  credit  both  to 
himself  and  the' association.  He  is  at  present  a member 
of 'all  the  various  Philadelphia  medical  societies.  Early  in 
1874,  he  took  an  active  part  in  securing — for  the  purposes 
of  a scientific  examination — the  bodies  of  the  celebrated 
Siamese  Twins,  and  in  conducting  the  autopsy.  In  his 
various  contributions  to  medical  and  surgical  literature,  he 
has  given  some  original  and  highly  important  discoveries  to 
the  medical  world.  In  the  spring  of  1S74,  his  father  having 
resigned  the  Chair  of  Anatomy  in  the  Jefferson  College, 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  that  institution  selected  him  to  fill 
the  vacancy. 


jATTA,  JAMES  W.,  Lawyer  and  Adjutant-General 
of  Pennsylvania,  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Penn- 
sylvania, April  19th,  1839,  and  is  the  son  of  the 
late  John  E.  Latta,  of  Philadelphia.  His  grand- 
father, Rev.  John  E.  Latta,  of  New  Castle,  Dela- 
ware, was  one  of  four  brothers,  w ho  with  their 
father  were  all  Presbyterian  clergymen,  the  latter  being  a 
Chaplain  in  the  Revolutionary  Army.  He  received  his 
education  at  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city,  graduating 
at  the  Central  High  School,  after  a four  years’  course 
therein,  in  July,  1856.  He  was  for  a short  time  employed 
as  a Clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Western  Insurance  Company, 
and  while  there,  commenced  the  study  of  law  with  his 
father,  who  was  then  associated  with  Hon.  William  L. 
Peirce,  now  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  He  was 
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admitted  to  the  bar  the  day  he  attained  his  majority,  April 
19th,  i860.  lie  pursued  the  practice  of  his  profession  until 
August,  iS62,  when  he  was  commissioned  First  Lieutenant 
of  the  119th  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and 
served  with  it  as  such,  also  as  Acting- Adjutant  and  Captain, 
and  at  times,  as  Judge-Advocate  First  Division,  Sixth  Army 
Corps.  In  the  spring  of  1S64,  he  was  one  of  two  officers 
of  the  Sixth  Army  Corps,  recommended  by  Major-General 
John  Sedgwick,  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  Adjutant-General’s 
Department;  and  in  May,  1S64,  he  received  a commission 
from  President  Lincoln,  as  Captain  and  Assistant-Adjutant- 
General  ; was  assigned  to  duty  with  the  Third  Brigade, 
First  Division,  Sixth  Army  Corps,  and  was  continually  in 
the  field,  participating  in  every  engagement  in  the  Aimy 
of  the  Potomac  from  the  first  battle  of  Fredericksburg  until 
just  prior  to  the  final  struggle  at  Petersburg,  when  he  was 
ordered  to  report  to  the  military  division  of  the  Mississippi, 
Cavalry  Corps,  Major-General  John  Wilson,  and  was 
assigned  to  duty  in  the  Fourth  Division  of  that  command, 
under  Major-General  Emory  Upton.  lie  participated  with 
this  corps  in  its  brilliant  and  successful  raid  and  march  from 
Chickasaw  Bluff,  Alabama,  to  Macon,  Georgia,  600  miles; 
during  which  it  fought  three  pitched  battles,  routing  the 
enemy  on  every  occasion,  captured  72  pieces  of  artillery, 
and  5000  prisoners.  lie  was  brevetted  Major,  in  1S64,  for 
gallantry  at  the  battle  of  Winchester,  Virginia,  and  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel, in  1865,  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services 
in  the  battle  of  Ebenczcr  Church,  Alabama,  and  Columbus, 
Georgia.  At  the  close  of  the  war,  he  followed  General 
Upton  to  Denver,  Colorado,  and  served  in  that  command  as 
Assistant-Adjutant-General.  lie  was  honorably  discharged 
from  the  service  in  January,  1S66,  and  was  subsequently 
tendered  a Lieutenancy  in  the  Sixth  United  States  Infantry, 
which  he  declined,  and  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion. For  five  years  he  commanded  the  1st  Regiment, 
Infantry  (National  Guards  of  Pennsylvania)  ; which  body 
has  no  superior  in  drill  or  discipline  in  the  Commonwealth, 
and  has  attracted  much  notice  wherever  it  has  appeared  in 
public;  particularly  at  its  encampment  at  Cape  May,  New 
Jersey,  in  the  summer  of  1S69,  and  on  the  occasion  of  its 
visit  to  New  York,  as  guests  of  the  7th  Regiment,  on  Evacu- 
ation day,  1872.  lie  was  appointed,  June  2d,  1873,  Adju- 
tant-General of  the  Commonwealth,  and  now  fills  that  office. 
He  was  married,  November  12th,  1S6S,  to  Susan  E., 
daughter  of  the  late  llanson  L.  Withers. 

cQUII.LEN,  JOHN  HUGH,  M.  D.,  D.  D.  S., 
Dentist,  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  February  12th, 
1S26.  1 1 is  parents  were,  Captain  Hugh  McQttil- 

len,  who  served  under  Commodore  Stephen 
Decatur,  in  the  United  States  Navy  during  the 
war  of  1812,  and  died  in  1837;  and  Martha 
(Scattergood)  McQuillen,  whose  ancestors  came  to  America 
with  William  Penn  ; and  one  of  whom,  Thomas  Scattergood, 


was  a celebrated  preacher  in  the  communion  of  Friends. 

1 1 is  early  education  was  obtained  at  Friends’  schools  in 
Philadelphia,  ami  at  sixteen  years  of  age  he  entered  an  im- 
porting house  in  that  city  as  clerk,  lie  continued  in  this, 
to  him,  uncongenial  employment,  until  he  was  twenty-one 
years  old.  1 1 is  tastes  naturally  leaned  towards  the  learned 
professions,  and  during  the  whole  of  his  mercantile  appren- 
ticeship he  remained  steadfast  to  his  innate  predilections, 
and  used  all  his  spare  time  in  obtaining  such  a preliminary 
education  as  would  prepare  him  for  a course  of  systematic 
professional  study.  At  length,  in  1847,  he  found  himself  in 
a position  to  enter  upon  a regular  curriculum,  and  began  to 
study  medicine  and  dentistry  simultaneously,  lie  continued 
his  studies  for  two  years,  and,  in  1849,  commenced  the 
practice  of  dentistry,  still  prosecuting  his  medical  studies; 
finally,  in  1852,  receiving  the  degree  of  M.  D.  from  the 
Jefferson  Medical  College.  1 1 is  degree  of  D.  I).  S.  was 
given  to  him,  subsequently,  in  recognition  of  his  services  to 
the  profession.  In  1S57,  he  took  the  chair  of  Operative 
Dentistry  and  Dental  Physiology  in  the  Pennsylvania  Col- 
lege of  Dental  Surgery,  and  continued  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  his  professorship  until  1862.  In  1859,  he 
orginated  the  idea  which  developed  into  the  American 
Dental  Association,  and  in  an  article  under  the  Nom  de 
P/ume  of  “ Junius,”  advocated  such  an  organization.  1 1 is 
idea  was  soon  realized  in  the  establishment  of  the  associa- 
tion as  a representative  body,  composed  of  delegates  from 
the  local,  county,  and  State  dental  societies,  to  generally 
protect  and  advance  the  interests  of  dentistry  throughout 
the  country.  The  first  meeting  of  the  association  took  place 
in  the  same  year  at  Niagara.  I11  this  year  also  (1859)  he 
became  an  editor  of  the  Dental  Cosmos  (a  monthly  journal), 
the  recognized  organ  of  the  profession,  and  circulating  in 
every  part  of  the  world  where  dentistry  is  practised.  This 
position  he  retained  for  thirteen  years,  giving  to  the  duties 
of  it  a thorough  service  inspired  in  him  by  his  genuine  love 
of  his  profession,  and  determination  to  advance  its  interests 
and  general  status  by  every  means.  He  invariably  con- 
tributed some  original  matter  to  each  number  of  the  maga- 
zine, many  of  which  papers  attracted  much  attention. 
Among  these  may  be  mentioned  as  particularly  noteworthy, 
a paper  on  1 he  Action  of  Ancrsthctics  on  the  Blood  Corpus- 
cles, which  was  copied  into  leading  medical  and  microscopi- 
cal magazines  both  in  this  country  and  in  Europe,  having 
been  translated  into  the  German  and  French  languages. 
His  contributions  principally  treated  on  dental  education, 
microscopical  subjects,  and  the  principles  and  practice  of 
dentistry.  1 1 is  editorship  of  the  Cosmos  generally  was 
noticed  in  terms  of  the  warmest  praise  by  Professor  Oliver 
W.  Holmes,  in  a lecture  on  the  claims  of  dentistry  delivered 
before  the  graduating  class  of  Harvard  Dental  School.  In 
1S62,  he  resigned  his  professorship  in  the  Pennsylvania 
College  of  Dental  Surgery,  and  in  the  spring  of  the  follow- 
ing year  made  an  application  to  the  Legislature  of  Pennsyl- 
vania for  a charter  for  a new  dental  college,  to  be  called 
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the  Philadelphia  Dental  College.  The  undertaking  met 
with  the  greatest  opposition,  but  the  charter  was,  neverthe- 
less, granted,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  (1863)  the 
college  was  established,  and  lectures  commenced  in  the 
present  college  building  to  a class  of  eleven  students  only. 
He  may  justly  be  called  the  founder  of  this  important  edu- 
cational institution,  the  value  of  which  to  the  community 
cannot  be  estimated  too  highly.  That  the  necessity  for  such 
a college  existed  has  been  fully  proved  by  its  great  success, 
and  its  rapid  development  in  a single  decade  into  not  merely 
a national  but  a cosmopolitan  institution  ; its  list  of  graduates 
including  names  from  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe.  The 
undertaking,  in  its  inception,  involved  its  founder  and  those 
associated  with  him  in  great  sacrifices,  not  only  of  time  and 
labor  but  also  of  money.  The  Doctor,  and  four  others  who 
were  engaged  with  him  in  the  enterprise,  paid  $700  each, 
or  $3500  in  the  aggregate,  in  order  to  deliver  the  first  course 
of  lectures  in  the  infant  college.  At  the  second  term,  though 
the  number  of  students  had  increased,  still  $5°  apiece  was 
required  from  each  member  of  the  faculty.  The  great 
progress  which  the  college  has  made,  however,  in  its  short 
term  of  existence,  and  the  reputation  which  it  now  holds, 
have  amply  justified  and  rewarded  the  perseverance  of  these 
determined  men.  The  latest  term  produced  ninety-one 
students,  with  forty-nine  graduates,  and  the  possible  increase 
is  limited  only  by  the  capacity  of  the  college.  The  names 
of  those  who  with  him  started  the  college  were,  Dr.  J. 
Foster  Flagg,  Dr.  C.  A.  Kingsbury,  Dr.  T.  YVardle,  and 
Professor  Henry  Morton.  They  were  also  greatly  aided  by 
Dr.  R.  Shelton  Mackenzie,  and  Peter  I'’.  Rothermel,  the 
widely-known  historical  painter.  He  is  Dean  of  the 
present  Faculty  of  the  College,  and  occupies  the  Chair  of 
Physiology. 


AGARGE,  CHARLES,  Paper  Manufacturer,  was 
born  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  September 
30th,  1S04,  and  is  the  son  of  a well-known  miller 
and  flour  merchant  of  that  period.  He  received 
his  education  at  the  Friends’  Academy,  and  when 
thirteen  years  of  age  left  school  to  enter  Hinkle’s 
ship  chandlery,  where  he  remained  a short  time,  and  then 
changed  to  the  commission  house  of  Grant  & Stone.  But 
as  neither  of  these  positions  offered  him  any  inducement 
to  remain,  as  no  salary  was  paid  to  boys  learning  the  busi- 
ness no  matter  how  useful  they  might  prove  to  be,  he  vi- 
brated a while  between  ship  chandlery  and  a lumber  yard, 
until  he  finally  secured  a berth  in  the  ship  chandlery  of 
Isaac  \V.  Norris,  with  six  dollars  per  week  as  his  compen- 
sation. He  remained  here  for  a while,  and  then  through 
family  influence  obtained  a situation  at  $500  per  annum, 
in  a paper  store  kept  by  Samuel  Eckstein,  where  two  of 
his  elder  brothers  had  previously  been  placed.  lie  tho- 
roughly learned  the  business,  and  remained  in  the  establish- 
ment until  he  was  nearly  thirty  years  of  age.  He  then,  in 


connection  with  his  two  brothers,  and  with  a capital  of 
{11500,  opened  a rag  and  paper  store  on  Minor  street,  the 
firm  being  C.  & \V.  II.  Magarge,  his  brother  Edward  having 
died  as  the  enterprise  was  maturing.  The  two  brothers  gave 
their  sole  and  undivided  attention  to  the  business,  and  met 
with  steadily  increasing  success.  The  senior  partner  won 
the  confidence  of  the  mercantile  community,  and  as  he  hap- 
pened to  reside  in  Germantown,  was  elected  one  of  the 
Directors  of  the  Germantown  Bank.  In  1848,  he  was 
chosen  its  President,  to  which  position  he  was  re-elected 
year  after  year  until  1866,  when  he  resigned  the  office, 
though  still  continuing  a member  of  the  Board.  During 
the  great  financial  crisis  of  1857  he  had  the  opportunity  of 
displaying  his  eminent  qualifications  for  the  post  he  occu- 
pied by  the  masterly  manner  in  which  he  guided  the  bank 
through  the  dangers  of  that  perilous  era.  He  had  pur- 
chased, in  1S47,  from  the  bank  an  old  mill  on  the  Wissa- 
hiccon  creek  which  he  converted  into  a paper  manufac- 
tory. In  185S,  he  erected  a large  building  adjoining  the 
old  edifice,  and  furnished  it  with  a first-class  Fourdrinier 
paper  machine — the  first  in  use  in  Pennsylvania — propelled 
by  a steam  engine.  He  also  constructed  an  aqueduct  to 
supply  the  works  with  pure  spring  water.  These  improve- 
ments cost  him  upwards  of  $So,ooo,  besides  the  original 
payment  of  $25,600  ten  years  previously;  and  the  Wissa- 
hiccon  Mills  continued  in  successful  operation  until  the 
premises  were  absorbed  into  Fairmount  Park.  The  present 
firm  of  C.  Magarge  & Co.  continues  to  occupy  the  front 
rank  among  the  commercial  houses  of  the  day  ; and  though 
it  has  met  with  some  losses,  has  eventually  weathered  every 
storm  that  has  swept  over  the  monetary  world.  He  was 
married,  October  23d,  1834,  to  Ann,  daughter  of  Charles 
Hicks,  and  a descendant  of  the  celebrated  founder  of  the 
Ilicksite  branch  of  the  Society  of  Friends.  Three  years 
after  her  death,  he  was  married,  June  5th,  1S44,  to  Lydia 
D.,  daughter  of  Matthias  Knorr. 
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>aIRICBRIDE,  THOMAS  STORY,  M.  D.,  Physi- 
cian, was  born  near  Morrisville,  Bucks  county, 
Pennsylvania,  July  31st,  1S09.  Ilis  ancestors  on 
both  sides  were,  as  he  is  himself,  members  of  the 
Society  of  Friends,  and  were  among  the  first  settlers 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  the.associales  and  companions 
of  William  Penn.  He  was  educated  in  sundry  excellent 
schools,  including  one  at  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  under  Rev. 
Jared  D.  Tyler,  and  he  also  passed  a -year  with  Professor 
John  Gummere,  at  Burlington,  studying  mathematics.  In 
the  spring  of  1S28,  he  selected  Dr.  N.  Belleville,  of  Trenton, 
as  his  preceptor  in  medicine,  and  subsequently  attended 
three  full  courses  of  lectures  in  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, whence  he  obtained  bis  Doctorate  in  March,  1S32. 
The  same  year  he  became  Resident  Physician  at  the  Friends’ 
Asylum  for  the  Insane,  where  he  passed  tw  elve  months,  and 
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was  elected  Resident  Physician  to  the  Pennsylvania  Hos- 
pital in  1833,  remaining  there  two  years.  He  commenced 
private  practice  in  Philadelphia,  in  1835,  devoting  himself 
more  particularly  to  surgery.  During  this  period  of  private 
practice  he  was  physician  to  various  public  institutions  in 
the  city,  among  them  : the  House  of  Refuge,  the  Institution 
for  the  Blind,  the  Magdalen  Asylum,  etc.  In  the  autumn 
of  1840,  while  he  was  hoping  for  his  election  as  Surgeon 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  he  was  prevailed  upon  by  its 
Managers  to  accept  the  post  of  Physician-in-Chief  and  Su- 
perintendent of  their  new  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  then 
nearly  completed.  To  this  position  he  was  elected  without 
solicitation  on  his  part,  and  though  he  reluctantly  gave  up 
his  long-cherished  plans,  he  removed  his  family  to  the  new 
institution,  superintended  its  completion,  and  there  he  has 
ever  since  resided,  occupying  the  same  post,  although  with 
greatly  enlarged  duties  and  responsibilities.  This  hospital 
was  opened  January  1st,  1841,  and  commenced  with  ninety- 
four  patients,  received  from  the  old  hospital  at  Eighth  and 
Tine  streets,  which  was  the  first  institution  in  America  for 
the  care  and  treatment  of  the  insane — dating  back  to  175 1. 
The  present  hospital  has  now  accommodations  for  500 
patients,  and  consists  of  two  separate  establishments,  one 
for  males  and  one  for  females,  so  as  to  keep  the  sexes  en- 
tirely separate,  this  plan  seeming  to  be  superior  to  the  one 
formerly  pursued.  The  second  hospital,  which  is  now  ap- 
propriated to  males,  was  opened  October  27th,  1859.  The 
same  Board  of  Managers  and  Physician-in-Chief  have  the 
oversight  of  both.  The  total  number  of  patients  received 
up  to  the  close  of  1872  was  6390.  Of  these,  2994  were  dis- 
charged cured ; 1494  left  in  various  stages  of  improvement ; 
742  left  without  material  change ; 765  died  ; leaving  395  then 
under  care.  In  addition  to  a series  of  thirty-two  Annual  Re- 
ports, Dr.  Kirk  bride  has  written  a work  On  the  Construc- 
tion, Organization  and  General  Arrangenient  of  Hospitals 
for  the  Insane  ; Rules  and  Regulations  for  Hospitals  for 
the  Insane,  and  has  contributed  numerous  papers  to  medical 
serials.  He  was  one  of  the  original  founders  of  “ The  As- 
sociation of  Medical  Superintendents  of  American  Institu- 
tions for  the  Insane,”  of  which  he  was  President  for  nine 
years.  He  is  also  a member  of  other  medical  and  scientific 
associations,  including  the  American  Philosophical  Society, 
Philadelphia  College  of  Physicians;  is  an  honorary  member 
of  the  British  Psychological  Association,  and  of  various 
other  societies  in  the  United  States. 


tered  the  employ  of  Morris  M.  Marple,  wholesale  and  re- 
tail notion  dealer,  at  No.  12  north  Second  street.  At  the 
expiration  of  three  years  he  purchased  the  business,  and 
though  but  twenty  years  of  age  entered  upon  that  mercan- 
tile career  which  has  resulted  so  successfully.  In  1850,  de- 
siring an  increased  space  for  the  display  of  his  merchandise, 
he  removed  to  No.  1 1 on  the  same  street,  but  soon  these 
quarters  proved  inadequate,  and,  in  1852,  he  removed  to 
(old)  No.  69  Market  street,  where  he  entered  upon  the 
wholesale  business  exclusively.  1 1 is  establishment,  though 
a large  one,  proved  in  five  years  entirely  inadequate  to  con- 
tain his  stock,  and,  in  1S57,  he  removed  once  more,  to  No. 
219  Market  street,  admitting  at  this  time  two  of  his  clerks, 
Henry  J.  Davis  and  Elton  B.  Gifford,  into  partnership  with 
him,  the  style  being  Joel  J.  Baily  & Co.  1 1 is  sales  greatly 
increased  within  the  next  period  of  five  years,  necessitating 
increased  accommodations,  which,  in  1862,  he  found  at 
No.  28  north  Third  street.  At  this  time  he  admitted  an- 
other partner,  Samuel  \V.  Van  Culine,  into  the  house.  In 
this  large  establishment  they  carried  on  an  immense  busi- 
ness, which  was  constantly  increasing,  true  to  their  motto 
of  “ Still  achieving,  still  progressing,”  and  after  a decade 
of  unexampled  prosperity,  they  found  themselves  so  cramped 
as  to  space  that  they  determined  to  erect  a warehouse  better 
adapted  to  their  wants.  In  January,  1873,  they  commenced 
to  build  the  elegant,  spacious  and  massive  edifice  Nos.  719 
and  721  Market  street,  to  which  they  removed  August  1st 
of  the  same  year.  During  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  Joel 
J.  Baily  was  unable,  on  account  of  ill  health,  to  take  any 
active  part  in  the  field  ; but  he  contributed  freely  of  his 
purse  towards  the  charities  then  existing,  besides  giving  an 
effective  support  to  the  authorities.  He  has  been,  at  various 
times,  solicited  to  occupy  positions  of  trust  and  honor  in 
various  banking  and  other  institutions,  but  has  invariably 
declined,  deeming  his  proper  sphere  to  be  that  of  his  own 
establishment,  to  which  he  has  ever  given  his  entire  atten- 
tion, and  which  has  proved  so  successful.  In  his  youth  he 
was  allowed  to  consult  his  own  tastes  and  inclinations  for 
the  business  in  which  he  engaged,  and  his  abundant  and 
continued  prosperity  well  attests  the  wisdom  of  his  choice; 
besides  proving  that  the  only  proper  mode  of  bringing  up  a 
young  man  is  to  allow  him  to  choose  for  himself  that  em- 
ployment for  which  he  has  a taste — and  not  to  choose  for 
him  another  for  which  he  has  no  inclination. 


| AILY,  JOEL  J.,  Merchant,  was  born  in  London 
Grove,  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  October 
29th,  1826,  and  is  a son  of  Joel  I.  Baily,  a pro- 
minent agriculturist  of  that  county,  who  for 
several  years  was  the  magistrate  of  the  township 
in  which  he  resided.  His  son  received  a good 
education  in  his  native  county,  and  when  seventeen  years 
old  left  school  and  repaired  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  en- 


ISSTON,  HENRY,  Saw  Manufacturer,  was  born 
at  Tewkesbury,  England,  in  1821,  and  is  a son 
of  the  late  Thomas  Disston.  The  latter  after  his 
son’s  birth  removed  to  Derby,  where  he  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  lace  machines,  and  in- 
structed his  son  in  the  business,  and  also  in  the 
general  principles  of  mechanics,  a knowledge  which  has 
proved  of  immense  benefit  to  him.  While  yet  a youth,  he 
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emigrated  to  America  with  his  sister  and  father,  landing  at 
Philadelphia  after  a tedious  voyage  of  sixty  days.  Three 
days  after  landing  his  father  was  stricken  with  apoplexy 
and  died.  His  son  experienced  some  difficulty  in  getting 
a position,  but  eventually  found  one  with  Lindley,  Johnson 
& Whitcraft,  where  he  learned  the  art  of  manufacturing 
saws,  and  remained  with  them  until  he  was  twenty-two 
years  old.  Having  a misunderstanding  with  one  of  the 
partners,  he  declared  he  would  establish  an  opposition  factory 
in  the  neighborhood.  This  by  energy  he  effected,  even 
building  the  furnace  with  his  own  hands,  which  when 
finished  was  supplied  with  fuel,  wheeling  the  same  from 
the  wharf  at  Willow  street  on  a borrowed  barrow  to  his 
shop  at  Second  and  Arch  streets.  His  capital  was  but  $350, 
his  saving  as  a journeyman  with  his  former  employers.  He 
also  manufactured  the  tools  wherewith  he  made  his  saws. 
For  three  years  he  labored  on  with  varying  success,  though 
at  the  expiration  of  this  period  he  found  himself  no  richer 
than  when  he  started.  There  was  an  immense  prejudice 
against  American-made  saws,  which  was  exceedingly  diffi- 
cult to  overcome  ; and  he  was  obliged  to  spend  the  half  of 
each  week  in  soliciting  orders,  employing  the  other  half  to 
fill  them.  In  1844,  he  was  induced  to  occupy  part  of  a 
building  furnished  with  steam  power,  and  with  $200  of  bor- 
rowed money  fitted  up  his  shop,  and  thus  established  the 
first  steam  saw-factory  in  the  country.  But  the  party  who 
professed  to  be  the  owner  of  the  premises  was  in  reality  only 
a lessee,  and  was  endeavouring  to  steal  his  tenant’s  goods 
when  the  sheriff  was  called  upon  to  take  possession,  which 
he  did  by  seizing  the  new  tenant’s  property  for  back  rent, 
besides  which  he  was  held  responsible  for  other  deficiencies. 
Other  troubles  succeeded,  including  domestic  affliction,  ter- 
minating in  the  death  of  his  wife.  He  now  redoubled  his 
energies  and  soon  found  himself  once  more  in  the  occupancy 
of  a shop,  which  a new  landlord  observing  immediately 
doubled  his  rent,  causing  him  to  seek  a fresh  locality.  After 
several  removals,  the  last  one  occasioned  by  the  bursting  of 
a boiler  and  destruction  of  his  shop,  he  resolved  to  rent 
no  more  buildings,  but  build  one  and  own  it.  Iiis  first 
workshop  and  his  own  property  covered  but  twenty  square 
yards,  but  formed  the  nucleus  of  his  present  immense  estab- 
lishment. The  severe  financial  crisis  of  1S57  did  not  affect 
him  in  the  least;  but  he  feared  at  first  the  result  of  the  Civil 
War  which  broke  out  in  1S61.  He  however  proposed  to 
manufacture  military  accoutrements,  and  soon  received 
large  orders.  lie  also  sent  twenty-five  men  to  the  army, 
paying  their  wages  and  keeping  their  places  open  during 
their  absence.  In  1862,  he  added  a rolling-mill  for  the 
production  of  iron  plates.  In  1864,  his  works  were  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  but  he  at  once  improvised  on  the  ground 
workshops,  which  were  all  in  running  order  within  ten  days 
after  the  calamity;  he  also  enlarged  his  premises  by  the 
purchase  of  an  adjoining  lot  and  was  enabled  to  double  his 
manufactures.  Saws  are  no  longer  the  exclusive  article 
fabricated  by  him,  but  other  articles  in  steel.  The  goods 


are  shipped  to  all  parts  of  the  world,  including  the  British 
dominions;  agencies  being  established  in  London,  San 
Francisco,  and  Chicago.  He  is  a most  considerate  em- 
ployer, and  has  given  shares  in  his  business  to  all  the  valu- 
able men  in  his  works,  in  addition  to  their  salaries.  He  is 
very  charitable,  and  has,  among  other  benevolent  acts,  dis- 
tributed soup  to  the  poor  of  his  neighborhood  during  the 
winter  season,  besides  maintaining  a private  dispensary  for 
the  relief  of  their  bodily  ailments.  He  is  a prominent 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  his  gifts  have 
largely  aided  in  founding  the  Oxford  Church.  He  is  also 
a member  of  the  Masonic  Order,  and  of  the  St.  George’s 
Society.  He  has  been  twice  married  ; first,  in  1844,  to 
Amanda  Bickley,  who  left  him  no  children.  1 1 is  second 
wife  is  Mary,  daughter  of  Jonas  Stillman,  of  Egg  Harbor, 
New  Jersey.  Two  of  his  sons  by  this  marriage  are  asso- 
ciated with  him  in  business. 


RAY,  COLONEL  WILLIAM  C.,  Collector  of 
Internal  Revenue  for  the  Seventh  Collection 
District  of  Pennsylvania,  was  born  near  Clay- 
mont,  Delaware,  October  4th,  1831.  The  com- 
mon schools  of  his  native  county  were  superior 
in  their  day,  and  he  enjoyed  all  the  educational 
advantages  they  afforded.  In  the  spring  of  1847,  he  re- 
moved to  Chester,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  became  an  ap- 
prentice to  mercantile  pursuits,  with  J.  M.  Eyre,  and  upon 
attaining  his  majority  was  admitted  to  partnership,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Eyre  & Gray,  lie  assumed  the  sole 
proprietorship  in  1857,  and  continued  the  business  until 
obliged  to  relinquish  it  to  undertake  the  duties  and  respon- 
sibilities of  his  present  office.  A company,  called  the  Wayne 
Guards,  having  been  organized  in  Chester,  he  became  their 
Captain,  July  1 8th,  1 86 1 , and  held  the  command  until  August 
14th,  1862,  when  he  began  raising  a company  of  three 
years’  men,  with  which  he  joined  the  119th  Regiment 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  on  September  1st  following.  II is 
regiment,  having  been  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac immediately  after  the  battle  at  Antietam,  was  attached 
to  the  Sixth  Army  Corps,  then  under  the  command  of 
General  Franklin.  He  participated  with  his  command  in 
every  action  in  which  it  was  engaged  ; led  the  regiment  at 
the  Wilderness,  May  loth,  1864,  and  subsequently  until 
June  1st.  In  recognition  of  his  gallantry,  he  received  the 
commissions  of  Major  and  Lieutenant-Colonel,  to  date  from 
May  13th,  1864,  and  April  6th,  1865,  a brevet  commission 
as  Colonel  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services  before  Peters- 
burg and  at  the  battle  of  Little  Sailor’s  Creek.  He  was 
mustered  out  with  his  command  at  Philadelphia,  June  14th, 
1S65.  He  then  returned  to  his  business,  which  had  been 
conducted  by  his  wife  during  his  absence,  and,  in  1866, 
was  elected  to  Councils,  in  which  he  served  until  1869. 
He  was  appointed  to  his  present  office  by  President  Grant, 
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October  2lst,  1869,  and  has  performed  the  duties  devolving 
upon  him  with  rare  ability  and  acceptance.  lie  has  also 
been  engaged  in  real  estate  operations  and  insurance,  for 
some  three  years,  and  has  been  for  many  years  fully  identi- 
fied with  the  public  interests  of  the  town.  lie  married 
Anne  E.,  daughter  of  Job  Rulon,  an  old  and  prominent 
citizen  of  Chester,  March  21st,  1S54. 


EDWIN,  MATTHIAS  W.,  Locomotive  Engine- 
builder  and  founder  of  the  Baldwin  Locomotive 
Works,  of  Philadelphia,  was  born  in  Elizabeth- 
town, New  Jersey,  December  loth,  1795.  Ilis 
father,  William  Baldwin,  was  a carriage-maker 
by  trade,  and  at  his  death  left  his  family  a com- 
fortable property,  which  by  the  mismanagement  of  the 
executors  was  nearly  all  lost.  Ilis  widow  was  thus  left  to 
her  own  exertions  for  the  maintenance  of  herself  and  family. 
To  the  necessity  for  economy  and  self-reliance  thus  imposed, 
young  Baldwin  probably  owed  the  first  development  of  his 
inventive  genius.  From  early  childhood  he  exhibited  a 
remarkable  fondness  for  mechanical  contrivances.  Ilis  toys 
were  taken  apart,  and  examined,  while  he  would  produce 
others  far  superior  in  mechanism  and  finish.  When  sixteen 
years  old,  he  was  apprenticed  to  Woolworth  Brothers, 
jewelry  manufacturers,  of  Frankford,  Pennsylvania,  and 
while  serving  his  time  he  commanded  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  both  his  associates  and  employers.  Having  mas- 
tered all  the  details  of  the  business,  thus  becoming  a finished 
workman,  and  having  attained  his  majority,  he  found  em- 
ployment in  the  establishment  of  Fletcher  & Gardiner, 
Philadelphia,  w ho  were  extensive  manufacturers  of  jewelry, 
lie  soon  became  the  most  useful  man  in  the  shop,  his  work 
being  delicate  in  finish,  and  his  designs  characterized  by 
great  originality  and  beauty.  In  1819,  he  commenced  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account ; but  in  consequence  of  financial 
difficulties,  and  the  trade  becoming  depressed,  he  soon 
abandoned  it.  Ilis  attention  was  then  drawn  to  the  inven- 
tion of  machinery;  and  one  of  his  first  efforts  in  this  direc- 
tion was  a machine  whereby  the  process  of  gold-plating 
was  greatly  simplified.  He  next  turned  his  attention  to  the 
manufacture  of  book  binders’  tools,  to  supersede  those  which 
had  been,  up  to  that  time,  of  foreign  production.  lie 
associated  himself  for  this  purpose  wdth  David  Mason,  a 
competent  machinist,  and  the  enterprise  was  a success. 
Indeed,  so  admirable  were  the  quality  and  finish  of  the 
tools,  especially  as  they  v'cre  of  an  improved  make,  that  the 
book-trade  was  soon  rendered  independent  of  foreign  manu- 
facturers. He  next  invented  the  cylinder  for  printing 
of  calicoes,  which  had  always  been  previously  done  by  hand- 
presses;  and  he  revolutionized  the  entire  business.  The 
manufacture  of  these  printing  rollers  increased  so  greatly, 
that  additional  accommodations  w'ere  necessary.  Here 
again  he  effected  an  improvement,  first  using  horse-power 


e/" 


as  a substitute  for  the  hand-machinery  and  foot-lathes,  which 
in  its  turn  gave  way  to  steam-power.  The  engine  purchased 
for  this  purpose,  not  meeting  his  wishes,  he  built  one  him- 
self, from  original  drawings  of  his  own.  This  little  engine 
of  six-horse  power,  and  occupying  a space  of  six  square  feet, 
is  still  in  use,  driving  the  whole  machinery  of  the  boiler 
shop  in  the  Locomotive  Works  on  Broad  street,  Philadel- 
phia. It  is  over  forty  years  old.  Ilis  genius  in  this  respect 
being  soon  recognized,  he  received  many  orders  for  the 
manufacture  of  stationary  engines,  and  they  became  his  most 
important  article  of  manufacture.  When  the  first  locomo- 
tive engine  in  America,  imported  by  the  Camden  & Amboy 
Railroad  Company,  in  1S30,  arrived,  lie  examined  it  care- 
fully, and  resolved  to  construct  one  after  his  own  ideas;  and 
after  urgent  requests  from  Franklin  Peale,  the  proprietor 
of  the  Philadelphia  Museum,  built  a miniature  engine  for 
exhibition.  Ilis  only  guide  in  this  work  consisted  of  a few 
imperfect  sketches  of  the  one  he  had  examined,  aided  by 
descriptions  of  those  in  use  on  the  Liverpool  & Manchester 
Railway.  He  successfully  accomplished  the  task,  and  on 
the  25th  of  April,  1831,  the  miniature  locomotive  was  run- 
ning over  a track  in  the  Museum  rooms,  a portion  of  this 
track  being  laid  on  the  floors  of  the  transepts,  and  the 
balance  passing  over  trestle  work  in  the  naves  of  the  build- 
ing. Two  small  cars  holding  four  persons  were  attached  to 
it,  and  the  novelty  attracted  immense  crowds.  The  experi- 
ment resulting  well,  he  received  an  order  to  construct  a 
road  locomotive  for  the  Germantown  Railroad.  He  had 
great  difficulty  in  procuring  the  necessary  tools  and  help. 
The  inventor  and  the  mechanic  worked  himself  on  the 
greater  part  of  the  entire  engine.  It  was  accomplished, 
finally,  and  on  its  trial  trip,  November  23d,  1832,  proved  a 
success.  Some  imperfections  existed,  but  these  being 
remedied,  it  was  accepted  by  the  company,  and  was  in  use 
for  twenty  years  thereafter.  The  smoke-stack  was  originally 
constructed  of  the  same  diameter  from  its  junction  with  the 
fire-box  to  the  top  where  it  was  bent  at  a light  angle,  and 
carried  back,  with  its  opening  to  the  rear  of  the  train. 
This  engine  weighed  five  tons,  and  was  sold  for  $3500. 
Two  years  elapsed  before  he  ventured  upon  building 
another,  as  he  had  seemingly  insurmountable  difficulties  to 
encounter;  there  were  so  many  improvements  to  be  made, 
and  the  lack  of  skilled  labor,  and  above  all  of  the  necessary 
tools  and  machinery,  was  so  great,  that  he  almost  abandoned 
the  work.  In  1834,  he  constructed  an  engine  for  the  South 
Carolina  Railroad,  and  also  one  for  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Line,  running  from  Philadelphia  to  Columbia.  The  latter 
weighed  17,000  pounds,  and  drew  at  one  time  nineteen 
loaded  cars.  This  was  such  an  unprecedented  performance 
that  the  State  Legislature  at  once  ordered  several  additional 
ones,  and  two  more  were  completed  and  delivered  during 
the  same  year;  and  he  also  constructed  one  for  the  Phila- 
delphia & Trenton  Railroad.  In  1S35,  he  built  fourteen  ; 
in  1836,  forty.  Then  came  the  terrible  financial  panic  of 
1837,  which  ruined  so  many  houses  throughout  the  land; 
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he  also  became  embarrassed,  but  calling  his  creditors 
together,  he  asked  and  obtained  nil  extension,  and  subse- 
quently paid  every  dollar,  principal  and  interest.  1 1 is 
success  was  now  assured,  and  his  works  became  the  largest 
in  the  United  States,  perhaps  in  the  world.  Engines  were 
shipped  to  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  even  to  England 
where  they  had  been  invented — -and  the  name  of  Baldwin 
grew  as  familiar  as  a household  word.  lie  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  1' ranklin  Institute.  lie  was  an  exemplary 
Christian,  and  of  a charitable  and  benevolent  disposition, 
lie  died,  September  7th,  1S66. 

<;K) 

R^D^fRVING,  JAMES,  Manufacturer,  was  born  in  the 
41  city  of  New  York,  December  7th,  1817,  and  is  of 
pw  Ill  Scotch  extraction,  his  father  having  emigrated 
from  that  country  in  loir,  and  his  mother  four 
^ (I)  years  subsequently.  In  1824,  the  family  removed 
to  Montgomery  county,  Pennsylvania,  where  the 
son  enjoyed  such  educational  advantages  as  were  afforded 
in  the  ordinary  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  In  his  twelfth 
year,  he  became  an  apprentice  to  Gethel  Moore,  in  the 
woollen  manufacturing  business.  lie  remained  in  that 
establishment  until  1841,  becoming  fully  acquainted  with 
the  various  details  of  the  same;  and  after  a year  spent  in 
Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  associated  himself  with  his 
brother,  the  firm  being  J.  & D.  Irving,  who,  in  1842,  com- 
menced manufacturing  at  Haddington,  and  continued  until 
the  winter  of  1845,  when  they  removed  to  the  Irvington 
(formerly  known  as  the  Crosbyville)  Mills,  situated  on 
Ridley  creek  in  the  borough  of  North  Chester.  They 
leased  this  property,  and  operated  the  same  as  lessees  for 
nine  years,  and  then  purchased  the  property  in  1854, 
having  meanwhile  enlarged  the  works.  In  1853,  James 
Irving  erected  the  Barndennoch  Mills,  in  Chester;  but  did 
not  operate  them  until  1859,  when  he  associated  himself 
with  his  brother  David,  and  with  Thomas  J.  Leiper,  under 
the  firm  of  Irving  & Leiper,  and  commenced  the  production 
of  yarn.  In  February,  1862,  his  brother  David  died  ; but 
the  business  was  continued  by  the  surviving  partners,  and 
in  1S73,  the  mill  was  very  considerably  enlarged,  and  new 
out-buildings  were  erected;  it  is  now  employing  150  hands, 
running  12,000  spindles,  consuming  2500  bales  of  cotton, 
and  producing  1,000,000  pounds  of  cotton  yarn  per  annum. 
On  his  brother’s  death,  the  firm  of  J.  & D.  Irving,  operating 
the  Irvington  Mills,  was  of  course  dissolved,  and  the  survivor 
became  sole  proprietor  by  the  purchase  of  the  deceased 
partner’s  interest.  On  January  1st,  1866,  he  admitted  his 
son  to  partnership,  the  firm  being  James  Irving  & Son  ; but 
although  the  son  died  in  the  following  September,  the  firm 
name  still  continues.  The  old  building  was  removed  in 
1S73,  aru'  *n  >ls  stead  there  was  erected  a handsome  four- 
story  structure,  172  by  50  feel;  which  together  with  the 
many  out-buildings,  dye  houses,  and  ware  room,  presents  a 


most  imposing  appearance.  This  mill  consumes  500,000 
pounds  of  wool  per  annum,  producing  400,000  pounds  of 
yarn;  which  together  with  the  cotton-warps  manufactured 
by  Irving  & Leiper,  furnish  the  material  for  the  production 
of  1,500,000  yards  of  cloth,  annually  turned  out  by  Leiper 
& Son.  During  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  he  proved  him- 
self an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Union,  assuming  the  double 
charge  of  all  the  mills  during  the  absence  of  his  partner, 
Captain  Thomas  J.  Leiper,  in  the  army.  lie  is  noted 
among  his  townsmen  as  one  of  the  most  public  spirited  and 
energetic,  fully  alive  to  the  interests  of  the  people.  He  has 
been  a Director  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Chester, 
since  1S70. 

MEROY,  JOHN  M.,  Merchant  and  Contractor, 
of  Pomeroy,  Pennsylvania,  was  born  in  Shippens- 
burg,  Cumberland  county,  Pennsylvania,  April 
1st,  1S23.  1 1 is  family  are  of  French  descent,  the 

patronymic  being  derived  from  pomme  Pit  roi, 
signifying,  “ apple  of  the  king,”  or  “ royal  apple.” 
His  ancestors  were  Huguenots,  one  of  whom,  a classical 
teacher  in  the  family  of  a French  nobleman,  escaped  from 
Paris  on  the  night  of  the  massacre  of  St.  Bartholomew,  and 
reaching  the  coast,  was  conveyed  to  Ireland  on  a fishing 
vessel.  One  of  his  descendants  emigrating  to  America 
about  1730,  located  near  Roxbttry,  Franklin  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  was  one  of  the  first  white  settlers  of  the  Cum- 
berland valley,  where  his  ancestors  still  reside.  The  family 
have  intermarried  with  the  Scotch-Irish  settlers  of  that 
region,  until  all  traces  of  the  original  blood  are  nearly  ob- 
literated. He  lost  his  father  when  four  years  of  age,  and 
his  mother  three  years  afterwards.  Owing  to  their  death  he 
was  taken  into  the  family  of  his  uncle  and  guardian,  Joseph 
Pomeroy,  of  Concord,  Franklin  county.  Here  he  remained 
for  many  years,  attending  t .e  village  schools  and  obtaining 
a good  English  education  at  these  and  the  Chambersburg 
Academy.  1 1 is  uncle  being  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits, 
the  boy  before  leaving  school  had  acquired  some  knowledge 
of  the  business,  and  was  taken  into  the  store  as  an  assistant. 
He  employed  much  of  his  spare  time  in  land-surveying, 
and  had  gained  a good  reputation  as  a surveyor  before  he 
was  eighteen.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  went  into  partner- 
ship with  his  uncle,  and  building  a large  tannery,  conducted 
it  successfully  for  five  years.  In  his  twentieth  year  he  was 
elected  a school  director,  though,  as  a minor,  he  was  not 
legally  eligible  to  the  position.  In  1845,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two,  he  was  chosen  to  represent  Franklin  county  in 
the  State  Legislature,  the  district  being  nearly  equally 
divided  between  the  two  political  parties,  and  his  competi- 
tor being  one  of  the  most  popular  men  in  the  county.  The 
following  year  he  was  re-elected  by  an  increased  majority. 
As  an  indication  of  the  difference  in  the  -state  of  politics 
then  and  now,  it  is  asserted  that  the  total  cost  of  his  two 
campaigns  for  the  legislature  did  not  exceed  ten  dollars. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL  ENCYCLOPAEDIA. 


In  1S47,  l'e  married  Rebecca  C.  Kelley,  of  Academia, 
Juniata  county,  and  removed  to  that  place,  where  lie  re- 
mained for  several  years  engaged  in  mercantile  business. 
In  1S53,  be  went  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  commenced 
dry-goods  jobbing,  at  Third  and  Arch  streets;  but  relin- 
quished the  business  in  i860,  the  panic  which  prevailed 
about  that  time  rendering  such  trade  unprofitable.  During 
his  residence  in  Philadelphia  he  represented  the  Ninth 
Ward  for  one  year  in  Common  Council,  and  was  a delegate 
from  the  Second  Congressional  District  to  the  Chicago 
Convention  of  i860,  where  he  supported  the  nomination 
of  Abraham  Lincoln.  lie  was  mainly  instrumental  in  pro- 
curing from  the  State  Legislature  the  charter  of  the  Union 
National  Bank,  and  in  establishing  that  institution,  of  which 
he  was  the  first  Vice-President.  In  1S61,  he  was  appointed 
by  President  Lincoln,  a Paymaster  in  the  army,  but  resigned 
the  position  after  two  years’  service.  lie  disbursed  several 
millions  of  dollars  to  the  troops,  and  on  the  final  settlement 
of  his  accounts  the  Government  was  found  indebted  to  him 
thirty-two  dollars.  In  1S45,  he  located  at  the  place  whose 
post-office  and  railroad  station  were  named  for  him.  The 
Pennsylvania  & Delaware  Railroad,  from  Delaware  city, 
forms  a junction  at  Pomeroy  with  the  Pennsylvania  Rail- 
road. He  was  prominent  in  projecting  and  building  the 
road  which  terminates  at  his  place,  and  is  a director  of  this 
and  several  other  lines.  For  several  years  he  has  devoted 
his  attention  to  railroad  construction,  as  a contractor,  having 
been  connected  with  a large  number  of  such  enterprises, 
lie  is  one  of  the  men  of  whom  his  friends  and  his  section 
are  justly  proud,  for  his  energy,  enterprise,  and  integrity. 


P 

aP 


ORIIEK,  JAMES.  T.,  Manufacturer  and  Banker, 
was  born  in  Bethlehem,  Pennsylvania,  January 
6th,  1808,  of  an  old  Moravian  family.  Nearly  a 
century  and  a quarter  ago,  in  1750,  John  Andrew 
Borhek  settled  in  the  then  frontier  part  of  Bethle- 
hem, and  has  his  name  recorded  in  the  “ Bethle- 
hem Economy”  of  1756,  as  a “ Single  Brother.”  Christian 
F.,  born  to  him  in  July  26th,  1776,  carried  on  the  business 
of  a hatter  for  many  years,  and  his  son  was  James  T.  The 
careful  education  given  the  lad  at  the  parochial  school 
supplied  him  a solid  basis  for  future  culture;  and  with  this 
he  entered  into  business  life,  first  in  his  father’s  hat  factory 
in  Bethlehem,  and  then  for  a while  in  Philadelphia,  where 
he  learned  the  tin  and  coppersmiths’  trade.  lie  resumed, 
however,  the  former,  and  having  bought  out  the  establish- 
ment of  Charles  A.  Luckenback,  in  Bethlehem,  continued 
it  uninterruptedly  for  sixteen  years.  In  1847,  he  began 
importing  musical  instruments;  and  later,  succeeded  Henry 
A.  Guetter,  in  Old  South  Bethlehem,  in  dealing  in  coal  and 
lumber.  Successful  in  each  of  these  enterprises  he  accu- 
mulated considerable  property,  which  he  employed  partly 
in  building  operations,  constructing  or  becoming  interested 


in  the  construction  of  nearly  fifty  houses.  In  i860,  he  dis- 
posed of  his  business  to  his  son  Ashton,  and  held  the  office 
of  Justice  of  the  Peace  from  1857  until  he  declined  re-elec- 
tion in  1S67,  his  career  as  a magistrate  meeting  with  general 
approval.  I11  1864,  he  was  elected  to  the  position  he  now 
occupies  as  Cashier  of  the  Bethlehem  Dime  Savings  Bank, 
where  his  known  integrity  and  financial  sagacity  are  fully 
appreciated  by  the  public.  These  excellent  qualities  have 
also  been  testified  to  by  other  appointments  entailing  heavy 
responsibilities.  They  led  to  his  appointment  as  Trustee  of 
the  great  estate  of  Ilenry  G.  Guelhe,  one  of  the  wealthiest 
citizens  of  that  county,  and  to  his  selection  as  guardian, 
trustee  or  executor  of  a number  of  other  estates,  positions  in 
which  he  has  always  acquitted  himself  with  entire  satisfac- 
tion to  those  concerned.  For  a long  period  he  was  Direc- 
tor in  three  National  Banks,  was  at  one  period  Auditor  of 
the  county,  and  in  the  Moravian  Church,  of  which  he  has 
always  been  an  exemplary  member,  he  has  occupied  in  turn 
every  office  which  is  open  to  laymen.  Such  a life  cannot 
but  be  a satisfactory  one  to  look  back  upon,  and  secures  to 
him  the  affectionate  regard  of  the  community.  In  1S30,  he 
married  Mary  A.  Brunner  of  Nazareth,  and  has  four  sons, 
two  with  him  in  the  bank,  one  an  apothecary,  and  Ashton, 
who,  as  has  been  above  stated,  succeeded  to  the  business  of 
his  father  on  the  retirement  of  the  latter. 


BALLADE,  COLONEL  JACOB,  Financier,  was 
born  February  26th,  1S17,  in  Lycoming  county, 
Pennsylvania,  of  which  county,  until  quite  re- 
cently, he  continued  to  be  a resident.  His  fra- 
ternal grandfather  was  one  of  three  brothers  who 
in  the  year  1713  emigrated  from  Strasburg  to  this 
country,  and  whose  descendants,  it  is  believed,  comprise  all 
of  the  name  in  America.  1 1 is  father,  born  in  Dauphin 
county  in  17S8,  received  a commission  as  captain  in  the 
American  army  in  1809,  and  another  in  1812,  serving  with 
distinction  throughout  the  last  war  between  this  country  and 
Great  Britain.  When  quite  young,  Jacob  Sallade  learned 
the  trade  of  millwright,  and  such  was  his  proficiency  and 
thoroughness  that  before  he  was  twenty-one  years  old  he 
directed  the  building  of  a grist  mill  unassisted,  doing  all 
the  planning  ami  architectural  work.  In  1S40,  he  com- 
menced mercantile  business,  continuing  to  make  and  exe- 
cute contracts  for  building  mills,  churches,  houses,  barns, 
bridges,  canal  locks,  etc.  The  same  year  he  was  appointed 
Postmaster  at  Larry’s  Creek,  Lycoming  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania. In  1 S 5 1 , he  became  foreman  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Canal,  His  connection  with  the  periodical  press  began  at 
an  early  day.  He  was  for  many  years  one  of  the  publish- 
ers and  proprietors  of  The  Jersey  Shore  Republican,  and 
also  of  the  Union  Republican,  and  the  ICest  Branch  Demo- 
crat, of  Williamsport.  In  1859,  he  published  The  Confer- 
ence Record,  the  first  daily  journal  started  in  Williamsport. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL  ENCYCLOPAEDIA. 


In  1S56,  he  was  elected  Director,  Steward  and  Treasurer  of 
Dickinson  Seminary,  an  educational  institution  of  high  stand- 
ing, under  control  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In 
1 S6 1 , his  known  patriotism  and  executive  ability  secured  his 
selection  as  an  agent  of  the  General  Government  to  attend 
to  important  business  in  connection  with  the  war  for  the 
Union  then  just  opening.  Ilis  services  were  so  satisfactory 
that  in  1S62  he  was  appointed  Assistant  Quartermaster, 
with  the  rank  of  Captain  in  the  regular  army,  which  posi- 
tion he  declined,  lie  accepted  an  extensive  contract  to 
supply  the  Government  with  wood,  coal,  lumber,  etc.  Ilis 
operations  in  this  connection  were  on  an  immense  scale, 
and  to  assist  in  carrying  them  out  two  trains  on  the  railroad 
between  Baltimore  and  Washington,  and  two  steamers  on 
the  Chesapeake  Bay  were  required.  He  was  appointed  a 
Paymaster  in  the  army,  with  the  rank  of  Major,  and  was 
confirmed  September  6th,  1862.  lie  was  permitted  to 
choose  his  station  either  at  Washington,  Wheeling,  Cincin- 
nati, or  Louisville,  and,  electing  the  former,  was  employed 
to  pay  the  troops  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  in  and  about 
Washington.  In  July,  1S63,  he  was  ordered  to.  New 
Orleans.  Narrowly  escaping  capture  by  a rebel  pirate  on 
the  way  to  his  post,  he  arrived  at  New  Orleans  by. steamer 
July  nth,  and  remained  until  August,  1864;  . He  accom- 
panied General  Banks  on  his  Red  River  expedition,  visited 
officially  the  Rio  Grande  and  many  other  points  in  Texas, 
and  paid  troops  at  many  prominent  places'  on  the  Missis- 
sippi. Returning  to  Washington  in  August,  1864',  lie  was 
employed  for  a lime  in  paying  paroled  prisoners  'at  An- 
napolis. He  was  then  ordered  to  the  Shenandoah  Valley 
to  assist  in  paying  the  troops  under  the  command  of  General 
Sheridan.  So  well  did  he  perform  the  arduous  duties  re- 
quired of  him  in  this  position  that  upon  his  return  to  Wash- 
ington he  was  complimented  with  a brevet  commission  as 
I.ieutcnant-Colonel.  An  examination  of  paymasters  being 
ordered,  he  passed  through  the  ordeal  with  the  assurance 
that  the  board  regarded  him  as  one  of  the  best  qualified  of 
any  who  had  come  before  them.  He  was  then  assigned  to 
a difficult  position  in  the  Division  of  Referred  Claims  in 
the  Paymaster-General's  office.  The  duties  of  this  post  re- 
quired a thorough  knowledge  of  army  regulations  and  of 
tlie  laws  relating  to  bounties,  etc.,  yet  he  so  well  accom- 
plished his  work  as  to  receive  from  the  chief  of  the  depart- 
ment the  assurance  that  he  had  paid  more  claims  than  any 
other  officer  of  the  division  with  less  expense.  He  resigned 
in  1S66.  During  the  time  he  had  acted  as  an  army  pay 
master  he  disbursed  a large  amount  of  money,  and  on  the 
final  closing  up  of  his  accounts  the  suspensions  of  the  de- 
partment against  him  amounted  to  less  than  550.  Returning 
to  Williamsport,  which  had  just  been  incorporated  as  a city, 
he  was  for  three  successive  terms  elected  a member  of  the 
Select  Council,  and  was  also  appointed  Postmaster  of  the 
city.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  h irst  National 
Bank  of  Williamsport,  was  for  a long  time  one  of  its  direc- 
tors, and  is  still  a stockholder.  He  was  from  the  first,  and 
44 
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still  remains,  an  active  member  of  the  banking  firm  of 
Holden,  Lent/  & Ballade,  of  the  same  city,  which  was 
organized  in  186S.  Early  in  1S73  he  was  unanimously 
elected  to  the  Presidency  of  the  Keystone  Bank  of  Phila- 
delphia, succeeding  L.  Montgomery  Bond.  He  is  an  active 
and  devoted  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
with  which  he  became  connected  in  1837.  He  has  built 
no  less  than  six  churches,  and  has  been  foremost  in  works 
of  charity  and  prominent  in  various  public  enterprises. 


ILIIELM,  ARTEMUS,  Furnace  Builder  and  Iron 
Manufacturer,  was  born  in  Baltimore  county, 
Maryland,  December  29th,  1822.  He  is  de- 
scended on  the  father’s  side  from  a German 
stock,  while  from  the  maternal  he  inherits  the 
English  blood.  When  but  a child  of  six  years  of 
age  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  a farm  which  they  had 
purchased  in  York  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  there  he  re- 
sided until  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age,  aiding  his  parents 
in  agricultural  labors,  and  devoting  his  evenings  and  other 


leisure,  hours  to  study,  for  there  was  but  a poor  apology  for 
a school  in' .the  neighborhood.  About  1840  he  went  to 
Shrewsbury  to  leanV.the  stone-mason  and  bricklayers’ trade, 
although  when 'he  Had’  Sufficiently  acquired  a knowledge  of 
the  occupation  he  returned  home  and  gave  his  assistance  to 
his  father  for  shine 'time  longer.  In  1S44,  he  went  to  Bal- 
timore, where  he  remained  a year  pursuing  his  vocation, 
and  saved  up  $ 100,  of  w hich  sum  he  invested  $75  in  a lot 
in  Shrewsbury,  which  he  holds  to  this  day.  In  1845,  he 
returned  home  to  assist  his  father  in  the  erection  of  Furnace 
No.  1,  belonging  to  the  Ashland  Iron  Company,  in  the  town 
of  that  name.  In  1S47,  his  father  died,  and  his  proficiency 
and  ability  as  a furnace  builder  secured  him  the  contract  to 
construct  No.  2 Furnace  for  the  same  concern.  This  he 
accomplished  so  satisfactorily,  and  withal  with  such  prompt- 
ness, that  when  Robert  W.  Coleman,  himself  a noted  iron- 
master,' casually  visiting  these  works,  he  was  so  favorably 
impress’ect’with  the  character  of  the  work  here  performed, 
that  he  engaged  him  to  proceed  to  Cornwall  and  make  a 
contract  to  erect  Furnace  No.  1 on  the  great  Cornwall 
Estate.  This  was  in  1849.  He  had  already  made  the 
building  of  furnaces  and  the  manufacture  of  iron  his  special 
study,  being  determined  to  erect  only  the  structures  after 
the  most  approved  designs.  From  1845  to  1850  very  great 
improvements  had  been  made  in  the  manufacture  of  anthra- 
cite iron,  to  which  he  had  already  given  his  earnest  atten- 
tion, taking  an  active  part  in  the  matters  pertaining  thereto, 
both  in  Ashland  and  Cornwall.  Having  concluded  his 
engagement  with  R.  W.  Coleman,  he  returned  to  Ashland, 
where  he  remodelled  the  furnaces  and  set  up  additional 
boilers.  At  this  time,  and  for  some  time  afterwards,  he  was 
constantly  occupied  in  different  parts  of  the  Stale  in  the 
same  line  of  operations,  supervising  various  improvements 
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at  the  several  points,  and  as  he  had  by  this  time  gained 
considerable  reputation  as  a furnace  builder,  lie  found  it 
necessary  to  secure  and  employ  a force  of  competent 
mechanics  while  engaged  in  his  various  contracts.  In  July, 
1853,  he  returned  to  Cornwall,  and  was  engaged  by  R.  \V. 
Coleman,  at  a stated  salary,  as  Superintendant  and  Assis- 
tant. In  1854,  he  designed  and  supervised  the  erection  of 
Furnace  No.  2,  without  any  assistance.  All  the  brick 
needed  in  its  construction  lie  had  made  on  the  estate,  and 
all  the  other  articles  needed  for  the  structure  he  himself 
purchased,  even  to  the  most  minute  matters.  All  the  de- 
signs, plans,  etc.,  for  this,  as  well  as  all  other  structures 
which  he  ever  constructed  for  any  one,  were  the  work  of 
his  own  hands:  he  is  a self-taught  draughtsman.  When 
this  Furnace  No.  2 was  completed,  it  devolved  upon  him 
to  “ blow  in  ” the  same,  and  he  continued  as  supervisor  in 
and  out  of  the  office  until  1856,  when  the  manager  resigned, 
and  the  superintendence  of  the  concern  devolved  upon  him  ; 
though  he  did  not  immediately  accept  the  position,  until  he 
had  given  two  weeks’  consideration  to  the  offer,  which  lie 
finally  accepted.  From  that  time  forward  his  duties  were 
excessive  and  arduous.  In  1S57,  he  made  the  estimate  for, 
and  advised  the  purchase  of,  the  “ Dudley,”  now  known 
as  the  “ Donaghmore  Furnace,”  at  Lebanon,  and  thus  an- 
other great  concern  was  placed  under  his  care  and  manage- 
ment. In  i860,  he  had  still  other  duties  added  to  the 
responsibilities  of  his  position.  At  this  date  R.  W.  Cole- 
man gave  him  a general  power  of  attorney  to  execute  and 
sign  all  papers,  and  to  take  charge  of  all  the  finances  of  the 
estate.  This  was  a great  burden,  which  he  reluctantly  un- 
dertook, and  only  after  giving  the  subject  a year’s  consider- 
ation. About  this  date,  also,  he  was  elected  a Director  of 
the  Cornwall  Railroad,  which  connected  that  place  with 
Lebanon,  and  had  been  built  by  R.  W.  Coleman  in  1S54. 
In  1861,  he  purchased  the  Cornwall  “Turnpike,”  so- 
miscalled,  and  became  its  President.  This  was  a dilapi- 
dated plank  road,  but  under  his  able  management  it  was 
thoroughly  changed,  and  has  become  one  of  the  best  five- 
mile  roads  in  the  country,  having  been  macadamized  in  the 
best  manner.  In  1S63,  he  recommended  the  re-modelling 
of  the  Cornwall  Mansions,  which  was  done  under  the  joint 
supervision  of  himself  and  John  McArthur,  Jr.,  ap  eminent 
architect  of  Philadelphia.  In  1S64,  R.  \V.  Coleman  died, 
and  he  succeeded  him  as  President  of  the  Cornwall  Rail- 
road. In  1S64-65,  he  was  prominent  in  the  projection  and 
completion  of  the  “Spiral  Railroad,”  running  from  the  base 
to  the  summit  of  “ Big  Ore  Ilill.”  This  hill  is  300  feet  in 
height,  and  the  road  in  its  construction  makes  the  entire 
circle  of  the  hill,  on  an  ascending  grade  of  200  feet  to  the 
mile,  its  length  being  I miles.  Locomotives  and  trains 
daily  ascend  the  hill  and  transport  thence  the  ores  which 
are  mined  near  its  summit.  In  November,  1S65,  on  the 
death  of  Colonel  Freeman,  he  was  made  one  of  the  Admin- 
istrators of  the  Cornwall  Estate,  and  still  acts  as  such,  with 
a general  power  of  attorney  from  the  heirs  of  R.  W.  Cole- 


man. In  1870,  he  purchased  the  farm  and  adjoining  pro- 
perly at  North  Cornwall,  designing  and  erecting  a furnace 
there.  In  1873,  he  was  elected  President  of  the  Lebanon 
Rolling  Mill,  lie  owns  also  large  interests  in  different  iron 
companies,  etc.,  outside  of  the  estate  of  which  he  has 
charge.  Upon  the  Cornwall  estate  there  are  now  six  fur- 
naces, which  have  the  capacity  of  six  hundred  tons  per 
week.  He  is  eminently  a “-self-made  man,”  and  has 
carved  out  for  himself  an  honorable  distinction  among  his 
contemporaries,  lie  has  many  and  warm  friends,  and  he 
enjoys  the  utmost  confidence  and  respect  of  everyone  in  the 
community  where  he  resides. 


jlEGLER  JACOB,  Editor  and  Politician,  was 
born  September  19th,  1813,  in  Gettysburg, 

Pennsylvania.  His  early  education  was  received 
in  the  small  school  which  subsequently  grew  to 
be  Gettysburg  College.  While  his  parents  intended  him 
to  become  a farmer,  his  own  inclinations  led  him  to  wish 
some  other  occupation,  and  as  he  could  not  gain  their  con- 
sent, he  took  the  alternative  of  leaving  home  secretly,  and 
seeking  his  fortune  alone  in  the  world.  Greater  success 
followed  this  attempt  than  is  usual.  Wandering  to  Butler, 
Pennsylvania,  he  reached  that  town  with  only  twelve  cents 
in  his  pocket,  but  there  found  employment  in  the  office  of  a 
small  newspaper,  The  Repository,  and  served  an  apprentice- 
ship of  two  years  and  six  months  to  the  printing  business, 
which  he  thoroughly  mastered.  In  a few  years  he  became 
partner  in  the  paper,  and,  thus  established,  married  a daugh- 
ter of  Captain  Abram  Brinker.  The  activity  of  his  mind 
and  the  popularity  of  his  manners  rendered  him  a favorite 
with  his  fellow-citizens,  and  as  early  as  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  he  was  chosen  Clerk  to  the  County  Commissioners,  and 
two  years  later  was  appointed  Prolhonotary  by  Governor 
Porter.  When,  in  1S37,  this  office  became  elective,  he 
again  received  it  for  three  years.  In  1S44,  he  was  elected 
Assistant  Clerk  to  the  State  Senate,  having  pretiously  held 
the  position  of  Transcribing  Clerk.  Three  years  subse- 
quently he  was  sent  to  the  Legislature,  and,  in  1S49,  held  a 
Clerkship  in  the  Pension  Office  in  Washington.  Though 
successful  in  his  political  aspirations,  he  was  strongly  at- 
tracted by  the  gold  developments  of  California,  which  com- 
menced at  this  time  to  excite  general  attention.  He  there- 
fore started  in  1850  for  that  promising  field,  and  spent  two 
years  among  the  placers,  years  full  of  startling  and  curious 
adventures.  On  his  return,  he  was  elected  several  times 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and,  in  1871,  Clerk 
of  the  Senate,  and  at  the  request  of  the  Legislature  wrote  a 
Legislative  Manual,  which  is  still  in  use.  At  present,  al- 
though his  sympathy  in  the  fluctuations  of  politics  is  by  no 
means  abated,  he  is  engaged  chiefly  in  the  editorship  of  a 
paper  of  which  he  is  also  proprietor,  entitled  Ziegler's 
Democratic  Herald,  which  has  a large  circulation  in  the 
section  where  it  is  published. 
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f£EIM,  GENERAL  WILLIAM  IIIGII,  Statesman 
and  Soldier,  was  born  at  Reading,  Pennsylvania, 
June  13th,  1813,  and  was  the  son  of  Benneville 
and  Mary  (High)  Kcim  of  that  city.  He  was 
educated  at  the  Mount  Airy  Military  School, 
where  he  graduated  in  1839,  Before  he  was 
seventeen  years  old  he  became  Orderly  Sergeant  of  the 
Washington  Greys  of  Reading,  commanded  by  his  cousin, 
Captain  Daniel  M.  Keim,  and  seven  years  later  succeeded 
the  latter.  He  rose  to  the  grade  of  Major,  then  Brigadier- 
General,  and  in  1S42  was  elected  Major-General  of  the 
Fifth  Division.  While  holding  this  command,  and  indeed 
every  other  military  position,  he  proved  a model  soldier. 
Thrown  into  contact  with  General  Scott  and  Colonel  Rich- 
ard M.  Johnson,  who  visited  him  in  their  official  capacity, 
he  obtained  and  put  to  good  use  the  results  of  their  age 
and  experience.  For  over  twenty  years  he  was  constantly 
being  selected  as  commander  of  encampments  of  State 
troops.  In  1844,  he  was  ordered  to  Philadelphia  with  a 
portion  of  his  command  during  the  riots  of  that  year,  and 
elicited  from  General  Patterson,  the  senior  Major-General, 
a most  complimentary  notice.  In  1848,  he  was  elected 
Mayor  of  Reading,  and  in  1S59,  was  nominated  and  elected 
to  Congress  as  Representative  of  the  Berks  District,  though 
the  majority  of  the  party  opposed  to  him  had  always  reached 
several  thousand.  Shortly  after  this  he  was  chosen  by  the 
people  Surveyor-General  of  Pennsylvania.  In  i860,  warned 
by  the  signs  of  the  approaching  storm  that  subsequently 
broke  over  the  country,  he  suggested,  among  other  impor- 
tant matters,  a general  encampment  of  the  State  troops. 
The  York  Encampment,  which  began  September  3d  of  that 
year,  was  the  result  of  that  suggestion,  and  he  was  placed 
in  command.  When  the  Rebellion  was  inaugurated,  it  is 
a matter  of  history  that  the  first  troops  to  respond  to  the  call 
of  the  President  were  from  his  command — the  Ringgold 
Light  Artillery  of  Reading,  which  arrived  in  Washington 
April  1 Slli , 1S61.  He  was  at  once  ordered  to  Washington, 
where  the  Government  immediately  gave  him  full  power 
to  prepare  for  defence.  Two  divisions  of  troops  assembled 
at  Chambcrsburg,  Pennsylvania,  of  which  he  commanded 
the  second  ; the  first  being  that  of  Major-General  Patterson. 
On  June  15th  it  encamped  at  Hagerstown,  Maryland,  and 
July  2d  crossed  the  Potomac,  and  subsequently  forced 
“ Stonewall”  Jackson,  at  Falling  Waters,  to  retreat.  After 
this  campaign  on  the  upper  Potomac  was  ended,  he  was 
appointed  by  President  Lincoln  Brigadier-General  of  Vol- 
unteers, and  joined  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  At  the  bat- 
tle of  Williamsburg  he  greatly  distinguished  himself,  though 
he  was  at  the  time  an  inmate  of  the  hospital,  which  he  left 
against  the  advice  of  the  surgeon.  He  was  highly  compli- 
mented by  General  McClellan,  and  was  by  him  ordered  to 
the  post  of  honor,  in  advance  of  the  army.  He  led  his 
command  in  the  advance,  but  his  pains  and  weakness 
warned  him  that  he  cduld  not  endure  long.  He' returned 
home,  where  in  a few  days  he  died,  May  iSth,  1S62,  and 


was  buried  with  military  honors.  He  was  married,  in  1836, 
to  Lucy  Jane,  daughter  of  Colonel  Beverly  Randolph  of 
Front  Royal,  Virginia. 


RAINER,  DAVID,  Manufacturer,  and  President  of 


<0 


I 


the  Delaware  County  National  Bank,  was  born  in 
Delaware  county,  Pennsylvania,  July  9th,  1S14. 
He  was  brought  up  on  the  farm  where  he  was 
born  and  still  resides,  and  enjoyed  such  educa- 
tional advantages  as  the  subscription  schools  of 
that  period  afforded.  I lis  father,  also  named  David  Trainer, 
had  purchased,  in  1S06,  the  property,  consisting  of  the  farm 
and  a flouring  mill,  erected  before  1733  by  John  Price,  and 
the  lad  was  employed  on  the  farm  and  jbout  tin? saw  mill, 
which  had  been  erected  by  his  father  in  I S 1 2,  until  1837, 
when  an  addition,  eighty  by  forty  feet,  two  and  a half 
stories  high,  was  made  to  the  old  flouring  mill  ; and  the 
whole  having  been  fitted  with  machinery  was  put  into  ope- 
ration for  the  manufacture  of  cotton  goods  by  the  son  and 
John  Hastings,  Jr.  The  firm  became  deeply  involved  by 
the  failure  of  their  commission  merchant,  in  1842,  and 
having  dissolved  the  partnership,  David  Trainer  resolved 
to  retrieve  his  fortunes  single-handed.  Upon  the  death  of 
Lis  father,  March  1st,  1849,  he  fell  heir  to  the  estate,  con- 
sisting of  the  mills  and  some  150  acres  of  land.  A disas- 
trous fire,  utterly  destroying  the  old  mill  and  leaving  no- 
thing but  the  walls  of  the  portion  erected  in  1S37,  occurred 
October  8th,  1851.  Nothing  daunted,  he  took  immediate 
steps  for  rebuilding,  and  by  August  1st,  1S52,  the  old  flour- 
ing mill  had  been  replaced  by  a new  structure,  three  and  a 
half  stories  high,  no  by  50  feet,  the  other  mill  restored, 
the  whole  entirely  refitted  with  new  and  improved  ma- 
chinery, and  operations  resumed.  Having  triumphed  over 
so  great  adversity,  he  has  continued  upon  the  same  spot  a 
career  of  uninterrupted  success,  having  added  ninety  feet 
to  his  No.  1 mill,  in  1865,  erected  No.  2,  60  by  202  feet, 
with  additions  in  1S69,  and  put  No.  3,  60  by  238  feet,  into 
operation  in  October,  1S73.  The  mills  are  models  in  point 
of  arrangement  and  systematic  conduct.  In  addition  to 
them,  he  has  erected  three  mansion  houses  and  fifty-five 
dwellings  for  the  accommodation  of  his  operatives,  in  whose 
comfort  and  welfare  he  manifests  a deep  interest.  Having 
thoroughly  educated  his  sons,  and  acquainted  them  with 
all  the  practical  details  of  cotton  manufacture,  he  gave  to 
each  an  interest  as  he  attained  his  majority,  and  the  firm 
of  1).  Trainer  & Sons  well  sustains  the  reputation  so  long 
enjoyed  by  the  father  and  senior  member.  He  became 
connected  with  the  Bank  of  Delaware  County — organized 
in  1 S 1 5 — in  1S33,  and  upon  its  reorganization  as  the  Dela- 
ware County  National  Bank  was  chosen  a Director,  dis- 
charging the  functions  with  great  acceptability  until  early 
in  1874,  when  he  was  elected  its  President.  For  the  last- 
named  position  his  sterling  integrity  and  well  known  busi- 
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ness  capacity  eminently  fit  him.  lie  is  public  spirited  and 
enterprising,  courteous  to  all,  and  a vigorous  and  active- 
supporter  of  every  public  improvement. 


'ELM,  GENERAL  GEORGE  de  benneville, 

Iron  Manufacturer,  was  born  in  Reading,  Penn- 
sylvania, December  ibth,  1778,  and  was  the 
second  son  of  John  and  Susanna  (de  Benneville) 
Iveim  of  that  place.  lie  received  his  education 
in  the  school  held  in  the  Friends’  old  meeting- 
In  179S,  he  was  taken  into  the  iron  business  by 
his  father,  and  continued  with  him  until  1S03,  when  the 
latter  retired,  leaving  the  management  of  the  house  to  his 
sons.  lie'  extended  his  interests  largely,  until  he  became 
either  sole  or  part  owner  of  the  Reading  Furnace,  Schuyl- 
kill Furnace,  Charming  Forge,  Susan  Forge,  and  Little 
Schuylkill  Forge.  In  1S09,  he  entered  into  a copartner- 
ship with  William  Allibone,  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  buying 
and  selling  of  breadstuffs,  and  in  exporting  largely  to  Liver- 
pool, England.  This  firm  was  dissolved  by  mutual  consent, 
in  1S14,  owing  to  the  condition  of  thing;  produced  by  the 
war  with  England,  lie  took  a lively  interest  in  the  de- 
velopment of  Schuylkill  county,  and  was  among'  the  first 
projectors  of  the  Little  Schuylkill  Railroad  & Navigation 
Company,  the  Mount  Carbon,  the  Mine  Ilill  and  Schuyl- 
kill Haven  Railroads,  and  was  one  of  the  incorporators 
and  most  active  supporters  of  the  Reading  Railroad.  He 
had  been  previously  prominent  in  the  Canal  and  Turnpike, 
superseded  by  this  great  corporation.  He  was  Democratic 
in  his  political  faith,  hut  at  the  same  time  earnest  in  advo- 
cating protection  to  home  manufactures,  and, was  a member 
of  the  General  Convention  of  the  Friends  of  Domestic  In- 
dustry, held  in  New  York,  October,  1S31,  where  he  pre- 
sented the  report  “ On  the  product  and  manufacture  of  iron 
and  steel.”  Though  an  ardent  politician,  he  was  no  office- 
seeker,  filling  no  position  save  that  of  Burgess  of  the  Bo- 
rough, and  President  of  the  Town  Council  for  a number 
of  years.  lie  was  a warm  personal  and  political  friend  of 
Governor  Iliester,  who,  in  1821,  appointed  him  as  aide-de- 
camp  on  his  staff,  with  the  rank  of  Colonel.  In  iSjo,  he 
was  elected  Major-General  of  the  Sixth  Division — his  op- 
ponent being  Simon  Cameron.  He  was  President  of  the 
Branch  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  for  over  thirty  years;  and 
was  also  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Reading  Water  Com- 
pany, in  1S22.  For  many  years  he  was  a Trustee  of  the 
Reading  Academy,  and  also  aided  in  the  establishment  of 
the  Reading  Female  Seminary.  lie  was  President  of  the 
Youths’  and  Apprentices’  Library.  In  1819,  he  was  instru- 
mental in  organizing  the  Berks  County  Bible  Society,  and 
was  also  a Manager  for  many  years;  he  was  also  President 
of  the  Reading  Branch  of  the  Pennsylvania  Colonization 
Society.  lie  was  for  a long  time  Senior  Warden  and  a 
Vestryman  of  Christ  Episcopal  Church  of  Reading,  and,  with 


others  of  his  family,  gave  largely  of  his  time  and  means  to- 
wards the  erection  of  a Parish  Church.  He  was  married, 
February  4th,  1799,  to  Mary,  daughter  of  James  May  of 
Reading,  and  had  seven  children,  three  sons  and  four 
daughters,  all  of  whom  have  died  except  the  youngest 
daughter,  Mrs.  Wirt  Robinson,  of  Richmond,  Virginia. 
He  died  August  20th,  1852. 


URVIANCE,  IION.  JOHN  N.,  Lawyer,  was 
born  in  Butler,  Pennsylvania,  September  27th, 
1S10.  He  is  a son  of  the  late  Colonel  John 
Purviance,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Butler 
county,  -also  an  attorney-at-law  by  profession, 
and,  during  the  War  of  1812,  Colonel  of  the  2<1 
Regiment  of  Infantry  ; the  latter  had  married  a daughter 
of  Rev.  Samuel  Anderson,  of  Frederic  City,  Maryland. 
He  received  such  education  as  the  common  schools  and 
academies  of  the  neighborhood  afforded,  and  afterwards 
became  a student  at  law  in  the  office  of  the  late  Judge 
Brcdin,  and  was  admitted  to  practice  at  the  bar  in  1S32. 
Soon  after  this  date  he  was  appointed  Deputy  Attorney- 
General  by  the  late  Chief  Justice  Lewis,  and  subsequently 
re-appointed  by  the  late  Hon.  George  M.  Dallas,  lie  con- 
tinued in  the  practice  of  his  profession  until  1845,  when  he 
received  the  appointment  of  Auditor-General  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, at  the  hands  of  the  late  Governor  Shrink,  and 
was  re-appointed  in  184S.  At  the  close  of  his  official  term 
he  returned  to  his  home  in  Butler  county,  where  he  resumed 
his  legal  business  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion. 
Then,  true  to  his  native  instincts,  he  raised  a company  of 
infantry,  was  elected  Captain,  and  served  as  such  until  the 
formation  of  the  131I1  Regiment  of  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers, into  which  his  command  was  merged,  and  in  which 
he  was  elected  Lieutenant-Colonel,  serving  in  that  capacity 
until  mustered  out  of  service  by  reason  of  the  expiration  of 
the  term  of  enlistment.  lie  again  resumed  the  practice  of 
the  haw,  and  continued  until  his  appointment  as  Register 
in  Bankruptcy,  which  he  held  for  four  years,  and  then  re- 
signed, again  returning  to  the  bar,  until  he  was  nomi- 
nated and  elected  as  one  of  the  delegates,  on  the  Repub- 
lican ticket,  from  the  Twenty-sixth  District,  in  the  Conven- 
tion called  to  remodel  the  Constitution  of  Pennsylvania, 
which  met  in  Harrisburg  in  the  fall  of  1872,  and  subse- 
quently adjourned  to  Philadelphia,  continuing  there  until 
its  close  in  the  summer  of  1S73.  1 11  this  body  he  par- 

ticipated in  the  various  debates,  taking  a prominent  part 
in  the  arduous  labors  which  devolved  upon  its  members, 
lie  was  a member  of  the  Committee  on  the  Executive  De- 
partment, and  also  on  that  of  Accounts  and  Expenditures. 
In  early  life  he  was  a member  of  the  Democratic  party,  but 
abandoned  the  same  when  it  adopted  the  pro-slavery  dogmas, 
and  gave  in  his  adhesion  to  Republican  principles.  He 
was  a member  of  the  National  Convention  that  nominated 
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Abraham  Lincoln  for  President.  In  religious  belief,  he  is 
a member  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church.  lie  is 
eminent  as  a lawyer,  eloquent  as  a speaker,  of  incorruptible 
honesty,  and  regarded  by  all,  whether  among  his  own  or 
the  opposite  party,  as  one  possessing  the  strictest  integrity, 
as  a safe  counsellor,  and  able  defender  of  the  right. 
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ROMLEY,  JOHN,  Carpet  Manufacturer,  is  a na- 
live  of  the  village  of  Hanging  Heaton,  distant 
about  seven  miles  from  Leeds,  England;  and  so 
termed  from  the  circumstance  of  the  houses  being 
erected  on  the  hill  side,  and  the  buildings  thus 
literally  overhanging  the  valley,  lie  was  born 
there  April  251I1,  1S00,  and  is  the  son  of  John  Bromley,  a 
woollen  manufacturer,  whose  family  for  many  generations 
back  had  been  engaged  in  the  same  calling.  John  Brom- 
ley, the  elder,  sold  the  goods  he  manufactured  at  the  Leeds 
Cloth  Hall ; they  embraced,  among  various  articles,  blankets, 
army  goods,  and  particularly  the  gray  (op-coats  of  the  sol- 
diers. He  gave  his  son  the  ordinary  school  education  of 
the  day,  and  he  also  availed  himself  of  the  instructions  of 
hiij  brother  who  was  possessed  of  attainments  of  a high 
order,  and  was  a very  successful  teacher,  lie  was  edu- 
cated to  the  business  so  long  followed  by  the  family,  and 
who  were  all  noted  for  the  excellence  of  their  productions. 
Remaining  with  his  father  until  he  had  reached  his  twenty- 
eigluh  year,  he  then  commented  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count in  his  native  village.  He  had  the  usual  obstacles 
to  encounter,  but  being  possessed  of  indomitable*  energy, 
overcame  them  ; and  although  several  limes  on  tile  verge 
of  tailing,  succeeded  in  escaping 'that  fate,  and  triumphed 
at  last.  He  found  a market  for  his  Miami  fact  tires’  in  the 
north  of  England,  and  in  Scotland.  lie  had  for  some  time 
only  operated  his  works  by  hand  ; but  a new  factory  was 
established  to  be  propelled  by  steam-power,  and  he  was 
invited  to  become  a partner.  After  consulting  with  his 
father,  who  looked  favorably  upon  the  undertaking,  he  em- 
barked his  capital  in  the  establishment.  It  was  a joint- 
stock  concern,  there  being  twenty-four  persons  participating 
therein,  and  traded  under  the  style  of  Hirst,  Mavman  & 
Co.  I lie  elder  John  Bromley  was  one  of  the  Managers, 
there  being  a committee  appointed  by  the  shareholders  to 
superintend  affairs,  which  served  for  three  months.  The 
wool  was  carded  and  pulled  by  steam-power,  and  then 
taken  home,  the  remainder  of  the  work  being  done  by 
hand-power,  each  partner  having  his  share  of  the  work  to 
be  so  performed.  The  works  were  situated  at  Batley 
Carr,  near  Dewsbury,  and  about  a mile  from  Hanging 
lleaton.  In  the  course  of  time  the  business  languished, 
and  the  financial  panic  of  18  57  brought  matters  to  a close. 
After  a period  of  inactivity,  John  Bromley  resolved  to  try 
his  fortunes  in  the  New  World,  and  with  his  wife  and 
family  embarked  from  Liverpool  in  the  “ Shenandoah,” 


one  of  Cope’s  line  of  packet  ships,  and  after  being  fifty- 
seven  days  afloat,  landed  in  1’hiladclphia,  March  11th,  1841. 
He  had  brought  a small  amount  of  money  with  him,  with 
which  he  embarked  in  the  business  of  spinning  carpet 
filling,  locating  himself  at  Little  Falls,  near  Patterson,  New 
Jersey;  he  had  associated  himself  with  another,  but  the 
business  did  not  prove  lucrative,  and  becoming  dissatisfied, 
he  returned  to  Philadelphia  in  1845.  In  the  old  District  of 
Kensington  he  settled  down  as  a carpel-weaver,  and  by 
diligently  laboring,  and  persevering  through  many  difficul- 
ties, which  he  surmounted  one  by  one,  he  found  success 
gradually  dawn  upon  him.  He  resolved  to  manufacture 
nothing  but  a good  article  of  ingrain  carpeting,  and  sold  his 
products  to  the  Ornes.  lie  had  rented  a place  where  he 
erected  his  looms  and  employed  as  hands  to  work  them  his 
own  boys.  Gradually  enlarging  his  operations,  he  manu- 
factured also  Venetian  carpeting.  In  1S59,  he  purchased  a 
dye-house  which  had  succumbed  for  want  of  the  necessary 
capital  to  operate  it,  and  into  this  he  pul  thirty-eight  looms. 
In  a few  years  he  found  it  necessary  to  enlarge  it.  His 
sons,  who  were  now  in  partnership  with  him,  urged  him  to 
build  again.  In  1S6S,  this  partnership  was  dissolved,  and 
three  of  his  sons  erected  a building  for  themselves  With 
a remaining  son  he  continued  operations  at  the  old  stand, 
and  others  have  since  associated  with  him.  From  the 
small  beginning  and  the  humble  surroundings  a quarter  of 
a century  ago,  have  grown  the  heavy  operations  carried  on 
at  the  establishment  at  North  Front  and  York  streets,  where 
260  hands  are  employed,  including  many  women  and  boys. 
Sixteen  looms  are  propelled  by- steam  power  and  ninety-nine 
by  hand,  which  turn  out  every  working  day  of  the  year 
2500  yards  of  carpet,  valued  at  $300,000.  During  the 
panics  of  1857  and  1S73,  works  were  continued  in  oper- 
ation. He  has  been  married  twice.  His  first  wife  was 
Susannah,  daughter  of  Joseph  Day,  to  whom  he  was  mar- 
ried in  1827,  and  who  died  in  New  Jersey.  His  second 
wife,  to  whom  he  was  joined  in  1S43,  was  Lucinda  Jane, 
daughter  of  Jacob  Smalley,  of  Little  Falls,  New  Jersey. 
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OMEROY,  JOSEPH,  Merchant,  Banker,  and  Poli- 
tician, was  born  in  Lurgan  township,  Franklin 
county,  Pennsylvania,  October  18th,  1804.  Edu- 
cationally his  advantages  were  only  such  as  the 
common  schools  of  the  district  afforded.  While 
a mere  boy  he  was  placed  in  a store  at  Shippens- 
burg,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  acquired  a thorough  know- 
ledge of  country  business.  Shortly  after  attaining  his 
majority,  that  is,  in  1826,  he  commenced  business  on  his 
own  account  at  Concord,  Franklin  county,  Pennsylvania, 
continuing  the  same  for  twenty-five  years,  and  becoming,  in 
1S41,  associated  with  William  R.  and  John  M.  Pomeroy  in 
a steam  tannery  at  the  same  place.  In  April,  1851,  he  re- 
moved to  Juniata  county,  where  he  had  previously  acquired 
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considerable  property,  and  where  he  still  resides,  conduct- 
ing a very  large  business  in  merchandizing,  tanning,  milling 
and  farming.  In  1S67,  he  was  elected  President  of  the 
Juniata  Valley  Bank,  Mifllintown,  a position  which  he  still 
holds.  lie  has  devoted  considerable  attention  to  politics, 
and  has  been  the  recipient  of  several  marked  tokens  of  favor 
from  his  party— the  Republican.  In  1831,  he  was  elected 
to  the  State  Legislature  as  Representative  from  Franklin 
county;  in  1S61,  Associate  Judge  of  Juniata  county,  being 
the  only  successful  nominee  on  the  Republican  ticket;  and 
in  1.872,  the  Representative  of  his  Congressional  District  in 
the  National  Republican  Convention  held  in  Philadelphia 
in  June  of  that  year.  He  has  been  married  four  times;  on 
July  1 lib,  1826,  to  Eleanor,  daughter  of  Robert  Maclay,  of 
Concord;  on  May  5th,  1847,  to  Ann  B.,  daughter  of  Dr. 
Samuel  Crawford,  of  Concord;  on  January  13th,  1857,  to 
Jane  E.,  daughter  of  David  Maclay,  of  Franklin  county  ; on 
August  27th,  186S,  to  Mary  S.,  daughter  of  John  Stewart, 
formerly  of  Frederick  county,  Maryland.  He  is  a man  of 
extraordinary  enterprise  and  energy,  of  firm  convictions  and 
great  tenacity  of  purpose,  combined  with  strong  common 
sense,  good  judgment  and  excellent  address.  • To  these 
qualities  his  success  in  life,  which  has  been  without  inter- 
ruption, is  wholly  due,  for  he  commenced  with  limited 
means  and  only  such  friends  as  ljis 'talbnts., and  character 
had  won.  7.  *5?*  ‘tiar  ■■  • • •' 


\\  OTTER,  THOMAS,  ;Manirfaeturpr  and  Bank 
President,  was  born  Augtist  . 17th,  .1819,  in 
County  Tyrone,  Ireland.  His  parents  removed 
to  this  country  when  he  was  ten  years  of  age. 
lie  had  already  acquired  the  rudiments  of  an 
education  while  in  Ireland,  and  continued  his 
studies  at  the  public  schools  of  Philadelphia.  Having 
commenced  to  learn  the  oil  cloth  trade  at  the  age  of  eleven, 
however,  he  was  obliged  to  supply  his  deficiencies  by  dili- 
gent study  at  night,  which  he  did  to  good  purpose.  In 
his  twenty-first  year  he  commenced  business  on  his  own 
account,  in  partnership  with  J.  Carmichael.  1 1 is  success 
was  early  and  constant,  and  although,  owing"  to  the  death 
of  his  father,  the  support  of  his  family  devolved  upon  him 
at  the  age  of  seventeen,  he  found  time  not  only  to  give 
earnest  attention  to  business  affairs,  but  also  to  continue  bis 
studies.  Observing  the  good  old  rule  to  avoid  borrowing, 
and  under  all  circumstances  to  keep  an  unimpaired  credit, 
success  constantly  crowned  his  efforts.  In  1S48,  he  pur- 
chased the  Bush  Hill  oil  cloth  factory,  being  the  same  in 
which  he  had  served  his  apprenticeship.  In  1S70,  he  sold 
his  old  works  and  bought  the  extensive  establishment  at 
Nicetown  lane  and  Second  street,  where  his  business, 
greatly  enlarged,  and  the  most  extensive  in  the  United 
Stales,  is  still  carried  on.  His  marriage  took  place  in  1845, 
to  A.  Bower,  second  daughter  to  General  C.  Bower,  Sr.,  of 
Philadelphia.  Ilis  civic  life  has  been  marked  by  charac- 


teristic energy,  and  he  has  held  many  positions  of  trust  and 
honor  in  the  city  of  his  adoption.  A brief  list  of  these  will 
exhibit  strongly  the  esteem  with  which  he  has  been  regarded 
by  his  fellow-citizens.  In  1853,  he  was  elected  Commis- 
sioner of  the  District  of  Spring  Carden  ; 1856,  Member  of 
Councils  from  tbe  Fifteenth  Ward,  in  which  year  he  was 
also  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Schools,  School  Director 
and  School  Controller.  Leaving  at  this  time  the  Buchanan- 
Democratic  party,  he  was  elected,  in  1S58,  to  Councils  by 
the  lYemont-Republicans,  and  by  the  People’s  party  in 
.1859,  1S60  and  1SG1.  During  these  years  he  was  a mem- 
ber 'of  the  Councils’  Finance  Committee,  took  an  active 
'part  in  improving  the  public  schools,  making  several  valu- 
able reports  on  the  subject,  and  in  organizing  a paid  fire 
department,  which  he  was  one  of  the  first  to  advocate.  He 
originated  and  carried  through,  in  1S61,  the  ordinance  for 
the  appointment  of  a commission  to  support  the  families  of 
volunteers  from  the  city.  In  1S67  and  186S,  he  was  again 
in  Councils,  and  was  prominent  in  passing  the  Park  bill, 
which  secured  the  eastern  portion  of  tbe  Park,  where  the 
New  Water  Basin  is — at  this  time  he  was  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance- — also  the  bill  requiring  the  City 
Treasurer  to  pay  the  city  warrants  according  to  date  and 
.number, '•Which  had  the  effect  of  at  once  bringing  them  to 
par,  and  warmly  advocated  the  bill  for  revising  the  assess- 
ments of  real  estate  in  the  city.  He  carried  through. the 
Common  Council  a bill  which,  had  it  not  been  ultimately 
defeated,  would  have  proved  one  of  the  most  important 
ordinances  ever  passed  in  the  district  of  Philadelphia.  It 
was  an  Act  of  Assembly  authorizing  the  public  squares  at 
Broad  and  Market  streets  to  be  used  for  the  erection  of  the 
Academy  of  Natural  Science,  the  Academy  of  Fine  Arts, 
and  other  educational  institutes.  In  consequence  of  ill 
health,  he  resigned  in  186S,  and  spent  a year  in  Europe. 
He  has  long  been  a member  of,  and  elder  in,  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  was  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-schools 
thirteen  years,  and  Superintendent  of  the  Broad  and  Green 
Streets  Organization  until  1-867.  He  "'as  elected  President 
of  the  City  National  Bank  in  April,  iSyfiT  In  person  he  is 
about  the  medium  height,  dark  of  complexion,  keen,  pierc- 
ing eyes,  but  mild  and  genial  expression  ; in  conversation 
exceedingly  fluent  and  entertaining. 
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VONG,  HON.  HENRY  G.,  Ex-President  Judge  of 
the  Second  Judicial  District  of  Pennsylvania,  was 
born  in  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  August  23d, 
1804.  Ilis  father,  Jacob  Long,  was  a soldier  of 
^ the  Revolutionary  War,  and  after  a long  and 
successful  career  as  a merchant,  died  in  Decem- 
ber, 1842,  in  his  eighty-second  year.  Ilis  grandfather, 
Nicholas  Long,  a native  of  Zwcibrucken,  Bavaria,  emigrated 
to  America  in  1754,  and  having  settled  in  Lancaster,  mar- 
ried, reared  a large  family,  and  rose  to  an  influential  position 
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in  the  community.  After  being  educated  in  the  schools  of 
Lancaster,  he  became,  in  1S21,  clerk  lu  Dr.  E.  A.  Muhlen- 
berg, then  Prothonotary  of  lire  Supreme  Court  of  the  Dis- 
trict, and  the  experience  gained  by  attendance  upon  the  sit- 
tings of  the  Court  and  association  with  the  most  distinguished 
lawyers  of  the  Stale  was  of  great  value  to  him  in  his  subse- 
quent career.  He  engaged  in  the  study  of  law  with  Hon. 
George  11.  Porter,  in  1824,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
January  19th,  1827.  He  immediately  entered  upon  prac- 
tice, and  passed  through  the  usual  struggles  incident  to  the 
career  of  young  professionals.  Soon  after  his  admission  he 
was  prevailed  upon  to  become  Solicitor  for  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  County,  and  although  at  subsequent  elections 
he  withdrew  his  name  as  a candidate,  he  was  re-elected  for 
twenty  consecutive  years,  lie  early  began  to  interest  him- 
self in  political  affairs,  but  steadily  resisted  the  importuni- 
ties of  his  friends,  who  desired  for  him  political  preferment, 
until  the  autumn  of  1836,  when,  with  his  consent,  he  was 
elected  a member  of  the  Reform  Convention  which  sat  in 
Harrisburg  from  May,  1S37,  to  February  22d,  1838.  He 
was  one  of  the  youngest  members  of  that  body,  and  is  the 
only  survivor  of  the  eight  representatives  of  Lancaster 
county.  Again,  in  1S3S,  he  yielded  to  the  wishes  of  his 
friends,  and  was  elected  by  the  Whigs  to  the  Legislature, 
where  he  served  with  creel  it  and  honor  during  that  unset- 
tled period  known  as  the  “ Buckshot  War.”  After  the  ex- 
piration of  his  term  he  resolutely  declined  all  further  politi- 
cal honor,  and  engaged  with  vigor  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession,  which  yielded  him  a rich  reward.  When  the 
Judiciary  became  elective,  in  1851,  he  was  without  opposi- 
tion elected  President  Judge,  and  again,  in  1S61,  the 
people,  without  regard  to  party  ties,  returned  him  for  a 
second  term  of  ten  years.  Having  declined  to  become  a 
candidate  again,  he  retired  from  the  bench  in  December, 
1S71,  and,  in  acknowledgment  of  his  dignity  and  impartial- 
ity as  a judge,  his  kindness  and  courtesy  to  all,  and  his  own 
estimable  worth,  the  members  of  the  bar,  in  convention 
assembled,  December  9th,  1S71,  unanimously  adopted  the 
following  resolutions : 

The  Hon.  Henry  G.  Long,  late  President  Judge  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Lancaster  county,  having  refused 
to  be  a candidate  for  re-election,  and  having  retired  from 
the  bench  after  an  arduous  and  successful  career  as  Judge 
for  twenty  years,  the  members  of  the  Lancaster  Bar,  desirous 
of  rendering  a just  tribute  to  his  merits  as  a conscientious, 
upright  and  learned  magistrate,  do  resolve: 

1st.  1 hat  as  members  of  the  Lancaster  Bar  we  cannot 
permit  the  occasion  of  the  retirement  of  the  Hon.  Henry  G. 
Long  from  the  bench  to  pass  without  some  expression  of 
our  sense  of  the  many  merits  by  which  his  judicial  course 
has  been  distinguished. 

2d.  That  we  recognize  and  profoundly  appreciate  the 
purity  of  purpose,  impartiality,  industry,  extensive  legal 
knowledge,  and  sound  sense  which  have  so  conspicuously 
marked  his  performance  of  his  judicial  duties;  and  that  we 
shall  ever  bear  with  us  in  the  future  a grateful  remembrance 
of  the  kindness,  urbanity  and  readiness  to  accommodate, 
which  all  of  us  in  the  conduct  of  our  professional  business, 


as  well  as  in  our  general  intercourse  with  him,  have  uni- 
formly experience'll  at  his  hands. 

3d.  That  he  carries  with  him  our  sincere  wishes  for  hi' 
continued  health  and  welfare,  and  that  we  trust  for  many 
coming  years  to  see  him  yet  among  us,  happy  in  the  con- 
sciousness of  a faithful  performance  of  his  duties,  and  con- 
tributing by  his  genial  presence  and  society  to  the  happiness 
of  his  many  friends. 

4th.  That  the  Court  be  requested  to  enter  the  proceedings 
of  this  meeting  on  their  minutes,  and  that  a committee  of 
three  be  appointed  to  convey  these  resolutions  to  the  Judge, 
and  that  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  have  these  proceed- 
ings published  in  the  papers  of  this  city. 


AYES,  IION.  ALEXANDER  L.,  LL.D.,  Judge, 
was  born  in  Sussex  county,  Delaware,  March  71I1, 
1793.  Having  attended  the  Friends’  Boarding 
School  at  Smyrna,  Delaware,  he  spent  two  yeats 
and  a half  at  Newark  Academy,  whence  he 
passed  to  Dover  Academy,  where  he  completed 
his  preparation  for  college.  While  there  he  was  prevailed 
upon  to  accept  the  nomination  for  Secretary  of  the  Senate, 
and  was  triumphantly  elected.  lie,  in  company  with  the 
late  lion.  Robert  C.  Grier,  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  entered  the  junior  class  half 
advanced  at  Dickinson  College,  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  and 
graduated  in  1812  with  one  of  the  three  highest  honors. 
He  then  engaged  in  the  study  of  the  law  with  lion.  Henry 
M.  Ridgely  of  Dover,  and  became  a member  of  the  bar 
November  15th,  1S15.  lie  continued  at  the  Dover  bar 
until  he  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  Common  Pleas 
District  and  Supreme  Courts  of  Philadelphia  in  1820,  when 
he  removed  thither;  but  in  April,  1S21,  he  engaged  in  pro- 
fessional duties  at  Reading,  Pennsylvania.  1 1 is  successful 
career  continued  without  further  interruption  until  June 
27th,  1S27,  when  Governor  John  Andrew  Shulze  appointed 
him  Assistant  Judge  of  the  District  Court  of  Lancaster  and 
York  counties,  lie  held  this  position  until  the  division  of 
the  district  in  1833,  when,  in  response  to  the  petition  of  the 
members  of  the  Lancaster  County  Bar,  he  was  appointed 
President  Judge  by  Governor  George  Wolf.  He  exercised 
the  functions  of  his  office  with  dignity  and  acceptability, 
being  successively  appointed  until  1S49,  when  he  resigned 
and  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession.  He  was  one  of 
the  originators  of  the  enterprise  resulting  in  the  erection  of 
the  Conestoga  Cotton  Mills,  and  was  one  of  the  committee 
of  five  selected  to  visit  New  England  on  a tour  of  inspec- 
tion in  1S45  ; he  prepared  the  report  favoring  the  immediate 
erection  of  a mill.  He  at  first  declined  to  become  one  of 
the  five  Managers  of  the  Company,  but  in  1846  was  induced 
to  succeed  John  N.  Lane.  In  1S50,  he  followed  Mr.  Hager 
as  President  of  the  Company,  and  was  elected  General 
Agent.  Two  other  mills  had  been  erected,  the  whole  known 
as  Conestoga  Steam  Mills,  and  individually  designated  as 
Nos.  1,  2 and  3.  They  employed  about  800  hands,  and  he 
had  full  charge  of  all  the  operations  until  1S54,  when  he 
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again  yielded  to  the  solicitations  of  his  friends  and  allowed 
himself  to  be  elected  Associate  Law  Judge  of  the  Courts  of 
Lancaster  county.  He  was  re-elected  in  1S64,  and  during 
his  long  judicial  career  he  has  proved  himself  possessed  of 
rare  ability  ami  an  unusual  lack  of  prejudice.  Though  past 
four-score  years  his  mental  and  physical  powers  are  so  re- 
markably well  preserved  that  he  bids  fair  to  fill  one  or  more 
decades  of  honor  and  usefulness.  He  probably  holds  the 
oldest  commission  of  any  living  judge,  having  served  forty- 
two  years  on  the  bench.  He  has  always  manifested  a dee]) 
interest  in  all  benevolent  associations  and  in  the  cause  of 
education.  He  was  for  many  years  President  of  the  Board 
of  School  Directors  and  long  a Trustee  of  the  State  Normal 
School  at  Millersville.  He  is  aLo  a Trustee  and  one  of  the 
Vice-Presidents  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  from 
which  he  received,  during  a temporary  absence  in  1873,  the 
honorary  degree  of  LL.I).  He  has  been  the  President  of 
the  Alhenxum  and  Historical,  Agricultural  and  Mechanics’ 
Society  of  Lancaster  since  its  organization.  He  was  mar- 
ried, July  23d,  1S23,  to  a daughter  of  Galbraith  Patterson, 
of  Lycoming  county,  Pennsylvania. 
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PLEASANTON,  GEN.  AUGUSTUS  JAMES, 
late  of  the  United  Stales  Army,  was  born  in 
Washington  city,  District  of  Columbia,  January 
2 1 st,  1S0S,  and  is  a son  of  the  late  Stephen  Pleas- 
anton, whose  connection  with  the  United  States 
Government  extended  through  no  less  than  fifteen 
different  administrations,  embracing  a period  of  over  fifty- 
four  years.  His  family  connections  were  most  honorable 
and  noted.  He  was  a grand-nephew  of  Cesar  Rodney,  one 
of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  a 
cousin  of  Lord  George  Rodney,  the  celebrated  Admiral  of 
the  British  Navy.  His  wife,  Mary  Hopkins,  of  Lancaster 
county,  Pennsylvania,  was  a niece  of  the  late  James  Bu- 
chanan, President  of  the  United  States,  and  also  a relative 
of  George  Lewis,  a signer  of  the  Declaration.  He  had 
held  some  office  of  trust  and  honor  in  the  State,  and  was 
advised  to  seek  for  some  similar  service  where  his  talents 
would  benefit  the  General  Government.  'I'll is  was  during 
the  administration  of  the  elder  Adams,  and  when  the  seat 
of  Government  was  located  in  Philadelphia.  The  first 
offices  of  trust  and  profit  had  naturally  been  granted  to  the 
various  members  of  the  Revolutionary  Government,  and 
subordinate  appointments  were  made  to  those  of  their  rela- 
tives or  family  connections.  In  this  way  General  Pleasan- 
ton’s father  obtained  a position,  being  appointed  thereto  by 
Timothy  Pickering,  formerly  a Colonel  in  the  Revolutionary 
Army,  and  subsequently  one  of  President  Washington’s 
Cabinet.  When  the  seat  of  Government  was  removed  to 
the  banks  of  the  Potomac,  he  accompanied  the  administra- 
tion thither,  and,  as  before  remarked,  remained  in  some 
official  connection  with  the  Government  for  a period  of  over 


half  a century,  which  terminated  only  with  his  death,  in 
March,  1S54.  During  the  war  of  1S12,  when  the  city  of 
Washington  was  invaded  by  the  British  troops,  he  was  at 
his  post  while  so  many  (led,  and  by  his  efforts  he  saved  the 
most  valuable  of  the  documents,  foreign  treaties,  and,  above 
all,  the  original  draft  and  engrossed  copy  of  the  great  De- 
claration of  Independence;  in  fact,  all  of  the  archives  of  the 
Government  which  were  preserved  in  the  Department  of 
State.  These  he  conveyed  away  to  a secure  locality  until 
the  enemy  retired  ; everything  else,  excepting  that  which  he 
saved,  was  destroyed.  Through  all  the  various  administra- 
tions, comprising  so  many  different  political  creeds,  he  was 
retained  in  office,  his  services  to  the  Government  being 
deemed  invaluable.  During  President  Polk’s  administra- 
tion a strong  pressure  was  made  by  the  Democratic  mem- 
bers of  Congress,  who  were  largely  in  the  ascendancy,  upon 
the  Executive  for  his  removal  ; but  that  gentleman  replied 
to  them  : “ Pleasanton  is  my  friend,  and  his  house  was  my 
only  asylum  during  the  reign  of  terror.  I will  not  remove 
him.”  His  official  duties  were  various,  and  besides  filling 
an  important  position  in  the  State  Department,  he  also  at 
sundry  times  was  attached  to  the  Treasury  Department, 
being  Commissioner  of  Revenue,  Superintendent  of  the 
Light-House  Department  and  Fifth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury. 
Two  of  his  sons — General  Pleasanton  of  the  cavalry  service 
United  States  Army,  and  A.  J.  Pleasanton — were  educated 
at  the  United  States  Military  Academy  at  West  Point.  Tl  e 
latter  resigned  from  the  army,  and  being  a gentleman  of 
ample  means  has  devoted  his  time  to  sundry  experiments, 
novel  in  their  character  and  highly  satisfactory  in  their  re- 
sults, which  have  been  laid  before  the  American  public  both 
through  the  medium  of  the  daily  press  and  monographs 
printed  at  intervals,  and  distributed  among  scientific  and 
literary  institutions,  and  also  to  persons  of  culture,  with  the 
hope  that  the  subject  treated  of  and  illustrated  might  attract 
the  attention  of  the  curious,  as  well  as  those  interested  in 
the  improvements  of  the  age.  The  original  work  was  en- 
titled, On  the  Influence  of  the  Blue  Color  of  the  Shy  in 
Developing  Animal  and  Vegetable  Life,  and  detailed  in 
extenso  the  result  of  his  experiments  of  the  great  develop- 
ment of  animals  which  were  lodged  in  compartments  par- 
tially covered  with  blue  glass,  so  that  the  rays  of  the  sun 
passing  through  might  absorb  the  color  of  the  glass.  The 
same  experiment  was  tried  in  a grapery  under  glass  whose 
sashes  contained  a moderate  quantity  of  blue  panes.  The 
results  in  both  cases  were  well  defined,  and  being  com- 
pared with  animals  and  vegetables  raised  in  the  ordinary 
methods,  presented  a wide  difference.  These  experiments 
covered  a period  of  ten  years,  the  results  being  given  to  the 
public  at  the  close,  in  an  address  delivered  by  him  before 
the  Philadelphia  Society  for  Promoting  Agriculture,  in 
May,  1871.  During  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  he  was  as- 
signed to  the  command  of  the  Home  Guard  of  Philadelphia, 
which  embraced  many  regiments  of  volunteers  who  did  not 
march  beyond  the  limits  of  the  State,  including  the  Blue 
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Reserves,  Gray  Reserves,  and  the  numerous  independent 
companies  of  cavalry,  artillery,  infantry  and  riflemen  which 
hail  formerly  been  attached  to  regiments  already  in  the  field. 


ELL,  MAR  TIN,  Iron  Operator,  was  born  January 
1st,  1808,  in  Blair  county,  Pennsylvania.  lie  is 
the  son  of  Edward  Bell,  born  1770,  who  married 
Mary  Ann  Martin  in  1799,  both  of  British  descent, 
lie  was  educated  at  home,  and  as  soon  as  he 
reached  the  proper  age  was  occupied  as  mill- 
wright, carpenter  and  assistant  surveyor  till  1828,  when  he 
succeeded  the  assistant  engineer  in  the  construction  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Canal  between  Mifflin  and  Lewistown.  In 
1833,  he  aided  his  father  in  building  the  Elizabeth  Blast 
Eurnace.  While  so  engaged  he  devised  a plan  to  utilize 
the  gas  from  the  furnace  head  in  a steam  boiler.  The  im- 
provement was  patented,  after  much  trouble,  in  1840,  but 
want  of  means  and  the  calls  of  other  occupations  prevented 
the  discovery  from  being  generally  introduced  at  the  time. 
Subsequently  a renewal  was  obtained,  and  it  was  found  that 
the  same  invention  had  been  claimed  and  patented  in  1838; 
but  the  alleged  inventor  had  in  fact  purloined  the  idea  from 
the  Elizabeth  Furnace,  as  was  proved  on  trial.  From  1842 
to  1847,  he  rented  and  managed  his  father’s  furnace,  re- 
building it  and  carrying  out  the  rule  he  has  always  observed 
of  preventing  all  work  upon  the  Sabbath.  These  altera- 
tions caused  an  increase  of  twenty  or  thirty  tons  in  the 
weekly  product.  The  furnace  was  idle  from  1S67  to  1S72, 
through  the  failure  of  the  ore  bank,  but  was  then  started 
with  charcoal  fuel.  Originally  a Democrat,  he  has  been  an 
Anti-Mason,  a Free-Soiler,  an  Abolitionist  and  a Radical 
Republican.  Temperance,  freedom,  public  education  and 
the  strict  observance  of  the  Sabbath  are  cardinal  principles 
with  him,  for  which  he  has  always  been  ready  to  spend 
time  and  money,  lie  has  been  School  Director  for  thirty 
years,  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church  for  thirty-three 
years,  and  was  at  one  time  candidate  for  State  Senate  on  the 
Temperance  ticket.  Probably  no  other  man  in  Blair 
county  has  exercised  so  much  influence  for  so  long  a period. 
1 1 is  improvements  in  the  blast  furnace  are  recognized  as  of 
great  value  by  metallurgists.  I11  1S36,  he  married  Eliza 
M.  McKnight,  and  has  three  sons  and  four  daughters. 


ZqT.v'3) 

i /"J"  EIM,  JOHN,  Hardware  Merchant,  was  born  at 
, i \ Oley,  Berks  county,  Pennsylvania,  July  6th,  1749. 

I | lie  was  the  only  son  of  Nicholas  Keiin.  lie  was 

a soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  in  the  fall 
l-7  i of  1777,  marched  with  Colonel  Lutz’s  Battalion  to 

Q) ' , ^ 

reinforce  the  army  under  General  Washington. 
Like  his  father,  he  was  a man  of  stern  integrity.  lie 
studied  with  delight  the  ethical  writers  of  England,  Ger- 
45 


many,  and  France,  and  was  rigid  in  his  efforts  to  promote 
virtue  by  well-doing  and  a simplicity  of  life.  He  took  a 
great  interest  in  everything  relative  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
borough  and  county.  He  was  one  of  the  Burgesses  of 
Reading,  after  its  incorporation,  and  was  a Commissioner 
of  the  county  from  1787  to  1790.  In  his  business,  he 
amassed  a large  fortune  ; as  a creditor  he  was  ever  lenient, 
and  his  numerous  tenantry  respected  him  as  a kind  land- 
lord. lie  was  married,  October  15th,  1771,  to  Susanna, 
daughter  of  Dr.  George  de  Benneville.  lie  died,  February 
iotli,  1 S 1 9,  leaving  three  sons  and  one  daughter. 


IVINGSTON,  IION,  JOHN  B.,  President  Judge 
of  the  Second  Judicial  District  of  Pennsylvania, 
was  born  in  Salisbury  township,  Lancaster  county, 
Pennsylvania,  October  14th,  1821.  His  father, 
John  Livingston,  together  with  other  ancestors, 
had  been  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  lie 
early  showed  himself  possessed  of  marked  ability,  and 
made  rapid  progress  ; he  attended,  among  others,  the  select 
school  of  Rev.  Dr.  Timlow,  in  his  native  towmship.  Physi- 
cal disability  incapacitated  his  father  for  some  branches  of 
farm  work,  and  much  devolved  upon  this  his  eldest  son, 
who  managed  to  attend  school  in  the  winter  and  improved 
the  leisure  moments  during  his  summer’s  work.  Thus  he 
progressed  until  1842,  when,  his  brothers  having  grown 
sufficiently  to  manage  the  farm  labor,  he  was  induced  to 
teach,  but  continued  to  spend  his  intervals  for  several  sub- 
sequent years  in  assisting  his  father.  Having  concluded  to 
study  a profession,  in  1845,  his  inclinations  tended  towards 
medicine,  but  after  mature  consideration  he  chose  the  law. 
He  accordingly  wrote  to  Hon.  Thaddeus  Slev-ns,  who 
replied  in  the  following  characteristic  epistle  : “ Have 

room.  Terms,  $200.  Some  pay,  some  don’t.”  He  entered 
the  “ Great  Commoner’s”  office,  January  6th,  1S46;  and 
having  devoted  himself  earnestly  and  assiduously  to  study, 
was  admitted,  January  26th,  1S48.  and  engaged  in  practice 
in  Lancaster.  lit  1851,  he  removed  to  the  office  of  N. 
Ellmaker,  and  assisted  him  in  his  Orphans’  Court  and 
general  practice  until  he  was  elected  District  Attorney,  in 
autumn,  1862.  The  energetic  and  able  manner  in  which 
he  performed  the  duties  appertaining  to  that  office  brought 
him  still  more  favorably  into  public  notice,  and  he  secured 
one  of  the  largest  and  most  lucrative  practices  in  the  county. 
Although  he  considered  it  no  promotion  to  yield  such  a 
practice  for  a position  on  the  bench,  he  was  induced  to 
accept  the  nomination,  having  received  more  votes  at  the 
primary  election  than  all  his  competitors  combined  ; was 
elected  by  a large  majority,  in  autumn,  1S71,  and  entered 
upon  his  duties,  December  4th,  following.  lie  was  formerly 
Treasurer  of  the  American  Mechanics  Building  and  Loan 
Association,  of  Lancaster,  and  has  been  active  in  the  en- 
couragement of  laudable  enterprise.  1 1 is  courtesy,  integrity, 
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and  ability  render  him  an  acceptable  and  efneient  presiding 
officer  of  the  Courts  of  the  Second  Judicial  District  of 
Pennsylvania. 

<0^(0 

RINCKMANN,  MICHAEL,  M.  D.,  Physician, 
was  born  in  the  Electorate  of  Hesse  Cassel, 
Germany,  February  16th,  1827.  He  is  the 
second  son  and  third  child  of  Moses  Brinck- 
mann,  a merchant  in  humble  circumstances,  but 
of  good  parentage,  and  who  exerted  himself  to 
bestow  a fair  education  upon  each  of  his  large  family  of 
children.  The  lad  acquired  the  usual  academic  branches 
of  knowledge,  and  also  turned  his  attention  at  quite  an  early 
age  to  the  study  of  medical  science,  the  former  being  made 
collateral  to  the  latter.  In  February^.  1848,  having  just 
attained  his  majority,  he  was  appointed  an  Assistant- 
Surgeon,  and  attached  to  the  Medical  Staff  of  Dr.  P. 
Montag,  Regimental  Physician,  First  Infantry,  called  the 
“ Wilhelm  Kiirfurst,”  and  served  honorably  during  the 
German  Revolution  of  1S4S-9.  In  1850,  he  was  appointed 
an  Assistant  of  the  Court  Physician,'  Dr.  J.  Schmitt,  who 
also  attended  the  various  military  hospitals  ‘of  the  country. 
Owing  to  a recommendation  to  that  effect?  in  1851,  he  was 
sent  by  special  order  of  ihe’Prince  Electpr,  Frederick  Wil- 
helm, of  Hesse  Cassel,  Marienburg.  to  (he  principal  institu- 
tion in  Germany  for  the  education  of  hydropathic  physicians. 
By  assiduous  attention  to  his  duties,  and  close  application  to 
study  of  die  various  theories  and  the  practice  of  hydropathic 
science,  he  obtained  promotion  the  next  year  to  a life  ap- 
pointment at  Alexandersbatl,  the  largest  institution  of  the 
kind  in  the  kingdom  of  Bavaria.  1 1 is  zeal  as  an  apostle 
of  the  true  healing  art,  and  for  freedom  of  thought  and 
reform  in  this  respect,  induced  him  to  transplant  the  result 
of  his  experience  to  the  free  soil  of  America.  lie  came  to 
this  decision  late  in  the  summer  of  1S54,  and  a few  Phila- 
delphia patients  under  his  care  at  Alexandersbad,  materially 
assisted  him  in  maturing  his  plans.  He  landed  in  New 
York,  in  January,  1855,  and  soon  started  on  a tour  of 
observation  through  the  northern  part  of  the  Union;  which 
was  of  benefit  to  him,  as  it  gave  him  an  insight  into  the 
mode  of  living,  habits,  temperament,  and  medical  practices 
of  the  people,  lie  came  to  Philadelphia  in  the  fall  of  that 
year,  and  opened  a hydropathic  institution  at  Willow  Grove, 
and  subsequently  another  at  Chestnut  Jlill,  both  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  city.  He  has  had  all  classes  under  his 
ministrations,  among  them  eminent  physicians,  lawyers,  and 
United  States  officers,  worn  out  by  hard  service  during  the 
late  civil  war;  and  has  eminently  succeeded  in  removing 
the  ailments  under  which  they  labored,  restoring  to  them  a 
sound  and  healthy  organization.  During  1S56,  his  attention 
was  directed  to  a singular  disease  which  made  its  appear- 
ance in  Newark,  New  Jersey,  supposed  by  some  to  be 
yellow-fever,  and  which  baffled  the  skill  of  the  most  eminent 
physicians  of  that  vicinity.  On  his  repairing  to  the  assist- 


ance of  the  medical  fraternity,  he  diagnosed  an  inflammatory 
action  of  the  liver,  and  succeeded  in  combating  the  disorder 
by  his  high  system  of  treatment.  Where  others  failed,  lie 
succeeded;  and  though  a recovery  was  rare  under  the  old 
system,  fifty  cases  having  terminated  fatally,  he  had  the 
good  fortune  to  restore  every  one  who  came  under  his 
ministrations.  During  his  residence  in  Philadelphia  his 
success  has  been  unbounded,  and  he  has  in  the  cure  of 
chronic  diseases  been  most  successful.  The  case  of  Judge 
J.  G.  Knox,  involving  softening  of  the  brain,  is  noteworthy  ; 
after  two  months’  treatment,  he  was  pronounced  cured. 
1 1 is  scientific  attainments  are  recognized  by  the  leading 
physicians  of  the  various  schools,  one  of  whom,  the  late  Dr. 
Jackson,  was  urgent  in  inducing  him  to  remain  in  this 
medical  centre.  Professors  Ilering  and  Cleveland,  Drs. 
Sharpless,  Evans,  Yardley  and  others,  desired  him  to  open 
the  institute  at  Willow  Grove,  and  have  sent  him  cases 
pronounced  heretofore  “incurable.”  He  is  justly  entitled 
to  the  credit  of  being  the  pioneer  of  his  specialties  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania.  With  a desire  to  bestow  his  know- 
ledge for  the  relief  of  human  suffering  over  the  greatest 
possible  field,  he  has  labored  to  create  a hydropathic  pro- 
fessorship in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  similar  to  that 
in  Vienna." 

TLEE,  JOHN  LIGHT,  M.  D.,  Physician  and 
Surgeon,  eldest  son  of  Colonel  William  l’ilt 
Atlee,  and  grandson  of  Hon.  William  Augustus 
Alice,  was  born  in  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania, 
November  2d,  1799.  After  receiving  his  pre- 
liminary education  in  the  schools  of  Lancaster, 
he  attended  one  year  (1S13-14)  at  Grey  and  Wiley’s 
Academy,  in  Philadelphia.  He  engaged  in  the  study  of 
medicine  with  Samuel  Humes,  M.  I).,  in  1S15,  and  in  April, 
1820,  graduated  M.  D.  from  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 
He  then  engaged  in  practice  in  Lancaster,  where  he  is  in 
the  enjoyment  of  a large  and  lucrative  patronage,  lie  was 
active  in  the  organization  of  the  Lancaster  City  and  County 
Medical  Society,  of  which  he  was  twice  elected  President. 
He  was  one  of  the  originators  of  the  State  Medical  Society 
in  1S4S,  became  its  President  in  1S57,  and  was  elected  one 
of  the  Vice-Presidents  of  the  American  Medical  Association 
in  1868.  At  the  union  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  Colleges, 
he  became  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  and  so 
continued  until  1869.  He  has  always  taken  a lively  interest 
in  the  cause  of  education,  and  having  been  appointed  a 
School  Director,  in  1822,  was  for  more  than  forty  years  an 
active  and  useful  member  of  the  board.  He  is  a Trustee 
of  Franklin  & Marshall  College,  as  well  as  of  the  Bishop 
Bowman  Church  Home,  of  Lancaster.  lie  is  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Home  for  Friendless 
Children  of  the  City  and  County  of  Lancaster,  and  sustains 
the  same  relation  to  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital  at  Harris- 
burg. He  has  been  a contributor  to  the  American  Medical 
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Journal,  and  other  periodicals.  lie  revived  the  operation 
of  Ovariotomy,  in  1843,  and  was  the  first  to  successfully 
remove  both  at  one  operation.  His  great  medical  and 
surgical  skill  is  widely  known  and  appreciated,  while  his 
dignified  courtesy  and  intrinsic  worth  endear  him  to  a large 
circle  of  friends.  He  was  married,  March  I2th,  1822,  to 
Sarah  II.,  eldest  daughter  of  the  late  Hon.  Walter  Frank- 
lin, President  Judge  of  the  Courts  of  Lancaster  and  York 
counties  ; and  two  of  his  sons  are  eminent  young  physicians, 
following  in  his  footsteps,  while  another  is  among  the  ablest 
lawyers  at  the  Lancaster  county  bar. 
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EIM,  NICHOLAS,  Hardware  Merchant,  was  born 
in  Oley,  now  in  Berks  county,  Pennsylvania, 
April  2d,  1719;  and  was  the  son  of  John  Keirn, 
who  emigrated  from  the  province  of  Alsace,  on 
the  Rhine,  to  America,  in  1707 , locating  in  the 
fair  valley  of  Oley,  a French  Huguenot  settlement 
“ remarkable  in  the  annals  of  Pennsylvania.”  Here  he  took 
up  land,  lived  a quiet  and  godly  life,  and  died,  beloved  by 
the  whole  settlement,  in  1732.  Ilis  son,  Nicholas,  with  his 
wife  Barbara  and  their  only  son  John,  then  in  his  sixth 
year,  moved  to  Reading  during  the  November  term,  of 
court,  1755.  Berks  county  was  separated  from  Philadelphia 
county  in  1752;  the  town  of  Reading  had  been  previously 
(1748)  laid  out  by  Thomas  and  Richard  Penn.  It  had  now 
been  made  the  shire  town  of  the  new  county,  and  many 
people  of  means,  in  the  neighboring  townships,  took  up 
their  residence  there.  Nicholas  Keim  established  himself 
there  in  the  business  of  a hardware  merchant,  or  as  was 
termed  it  those  days,  of  an  iron-monger,  which  he  carried 
on  successfully,  and  then  was  succeeded  by  his  son.  He 
was  a man  who  practised  a rigid  morality,  and  was  a con- 
stant student  of  everything  relative  to  the  temporal  and 
spiritual  welfare  of  those  around  him.  He  died,  August 
2 3d,  1802. 


ROWNE,  IION.  NATHANIEL  BORRODAIL, 
Lawyer  and  Bank  President,  was  born  in  Phila- 
delphia, July  21  st,  1819,  and  received  his  aca- 
demic education  in  Reading.  Leaving  school  in 
his  sixteenth  year,  he  joined  the  Sophomore  class 
of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  graduated 
in  the  class  of  1839,  with  distinction,  being  honored 
with  the  delivery  of  an  address  at  the  commencement.  He 
subsequently  entered  the  office  of  the  late  Charles  Chauncey, 
for  the  study  of  the  law;  and  after  passing  one  year,  with 
the  approval  of  his  preceptor,  he  became  connected  with  a 
large  mercantile  establishment  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  a 
knowledge  of  business,  which  was  essential  to  his  thorough 
competency  in  the  practice  of  mercantile  law.  He  was  ad- 
milted  as  an  attorney-at-law,  in  1841,  and  continued  in 


active  practice  for  some  years  with  success  as  a com- 
mercial lawyer.  In  1850,  he  look  up  liis  residence  in 
NVest  Philadelphia,  and,  with  others,  became  the  owner  of 
what  is  now  the  largest  and  finest  part  of  that  section  of  the 
city.  He  was  prominently  identified  with  the  development 
of  that  suburb,  and  aimed  to  introduce  a better  style  of 
building.  He  erected  some  of  its  finest  edifices,  and  was 
instrumental  in  having  others  built.  In  1853,  he  was 
elected  President  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 
District,  and  continued  as  such  until  the  consolidation  of  the 
city.  In  that  capacity,  and  as  a large  owner  of  real  estate, 
he  secured  many  early  improvements,  and  a liberal  plan  of 
survey,  giving  to  the  district  its  wide  streets  and  avenues. 
In  the  preparation  and  passage  of  that  Act  of  Consolidation, 
he  took  an  active  and  influential  part.  In  1854,  as  the 
Democratic  candidate  for  the  Fourth  Senatorial  District,  he 
was  elected  to  the  State  Senate,  being  the  only  successful 
candidate  of  his  party  in  the  city  (with  one  other  in  the 
lower  branch),  the  ‘‘Native  Americans”  having  swept  the 
field.  Ilis  district  embraced  that  portion  of  the  city  lying 
to  the  south  of  the  old  city  proper,  and  the  whole  of  West 
Philadelphia.  In  the  Legislature,  he  took  an  active  part. 
Having  been  elected  partly  by  the  “ Temperance  Vote,”  he 
was  identified  with  the  Temperance  Act  of  1855,  having 
mainly  prepared;and  secured  its  passage;  being  in  fact  the 
only  Democrat  to  advocate  it.  It  was  as  nearly  prohibitory 
a law  as  any  eveiqbefore  or  since  enacted.  The  elections 
of  the  following  year  having  brought  into  power  a majority 
opposed  to  this  statute,  and  as  an  attempt  was  made  to  repeal 
it,  a compromise, was  effected  upon  the  stringent  license  act, 
which  lie  also  mainly  prepared,  and  which  remained  in 
force  for  two  years  thereafter.  During  that  period  he  pre- 
pared and  secured  the  passage  of  many  of  the  general  laws 
regulating  the  incorporation  of  domestic  insurance  com- 
panies, and  the  control  of  the  agencies  of  foreign  insurance 
companies;  also  of  gas,  water,  and  bridge  companies,  and 
other  general  laws  of  a similar  character.  He  also  drafted 
and  introduced  various  bills  intended  to  regulate  and  control 
the  State  finances  and  the  system  of  State  banking;  espe- 
cially supporting  those  Amendments  to  the  Constitution, 
adopted  in  1S57,  which  were  the  most  important  since  the 
revision  of  1S3S.  These  comprised  the  provisions  for  limit- 
ing the  State  debt,  and  establishing  the  sinking  fund  for  its 
final  extinguishment,  placing  in  the  latter  the  proceeds 
arising  from  the  sale  of  the  State  canals,  railroads,  etc.; 
and  also  that  reserving  to  the  Legislature  the  right  to  alter, 
amend,  or  annul  the  charters  of  corporations  thereafter 
granted.  At  the  close  of  the  session  of  1856,  he  was  elected 
Speaker  of  the  Senate,  ad  interim.  Declining  a re-nomi- 
nation, in  1857,  he  resumed  the  practice  of  the  law,  and  in 
1S59,  was  appointed  by  President  Buchanan,  Postmaster  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  which  office  he  held  until  the  close 
of  that  administration.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  rebellion,  he 
in  common  with  many  others  of  the  time,  as  Union  Demo- 
crats, found  themselves  in  sympathy  with  the  Republican 
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party,  with  which  he  has  since  continued.  lie  became  an 
active  member  of  the  Union  League,  one  of  its  Directors, 
and  served  on  several  of  its  most  prominent  committees, 
especially  that  on  publications.  lie  was  also  a member  of 
the  Executive  Committee  for  the  enlistment  of  colored 
troops,  originating  in  the  League.  At  the  close  of  the 
war,  in  1865,  he  was  appointed  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States  Mint,  and  Assistant  Treasurer  of  the  United  States 
at  Philadelphia,  in  which  position  he  continued  until  he 
resigned  to  accept  the  office  of  President  of  the  l-'idelity  In- 
surance, Trust  and  Safe  Deposit  Company,  which  he  still 
retains.  This  was  the  first  institution  of  the  kind  estab- 
lished in  the  Stale,  and  the  second  one  in  the  country,  the 
one  in  New  York  having  preceded  it  but  a few  months. 
It  has  proved  most  successful  in  all  its  departments,  espe- 
cially in  its  being  in  reality  a safe  “ saving  fdnd,”  hairing 
withstood  the  immense  run  made  upon  it  during  the  ex- 
traordinary panic  of  September,  1873,  when  it  paid  all  de- 
mands on  presentation— waiving  in  many  instances  the  ten 
days’  notice — and  keeping  its  doors  open  for  hours  after  the 
usual  time  of  closing.  Its  ability  to  withstand  the  pressure 
was  in  fact  the  turning  point  in  the  history  of  the  panic. 
In  1867,  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  first  Board  of  Com- 
missioners of  Fairmount  Park,  having  been -fene  of  the  early 
and  zealous  promoters  of  that  great  publicAworkV  Tle'was 
active  in  the  early  organization  of  the  CoYnmrssion,  and  in 
the  acquisition  of  the  land,  and  adoption^dDthe  plan  ; but 
resigned  before  the  end  of  his  term, 'in  ■consequence  of 'the. 
pressure  of  other  xluties.  He  has  been' twice  married  : in 
1846,  to  Mary  J.,  only  daughter  of  William' Kendall,  a'  rrier- 
chant  of  Philadelphia,  and  who  died  in  1*856;  an  1859,  to 
Emily  V.  Taliaferro,  of  Reading,  Pennsylvania. 


in  the  siege  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  the  bombardment  of  Tobasco 
Alvarado,  and  accompanied  the  same  officer  as  an  attache 
of  the  flag-ship  in  the  Japan  Expedition.  He  served  at 
sea  for  eleven  years,  rising  by  merit  through  all  the  grades 
to  Chief  Engineer,  whence,  in  recognition  of  his  skill  and 
efficiency,  he  was  elevated  by  President  James  Buchanan  to 
the  position  of  Engineer-in-Chief  United  States  Navy.  He 
was  Chief  Engineer  of  the  steam  frigate  “Susquehanna” 
that  in  a four  years’  cruise  made  the  first  circuit  of  the 
globe.  Having  associated  in  partnership  with  William  B. 
Beany  & Son,  as  Reany,  Son  & Archbold,  in  November, 
i860,  he  resigned  as  Engineer-in-Chief  United  States  Navy, 
March  4th,  1861,  to  devote  himself  to  the  marine  engine 
and  ship  building  at  the  Pennsylvania  Iron  Works.  He 
gave  his  large  experience  and  mechanical  skill  to  that  en- 
terprise until  they  passed  into  the  hands  of  John  Roach,  in 
April,  1871.  He  then  organized  the  McHaffie  Direct  Steel 
Castings  Company,  of  which  he  is  still  President;  went  to 
Europe  to  complete  his  arrangements,  and  got  the  works 
into  operation  in  September  of  the  same  year.  He  became 
Marine  Consulting  Engineer  of  the  Philadelphia  & Reading 
Railroad,  in  May,  1872,  which  position  he  still  occupies. 
Drawings  and  specifications  were  prepared  by  him  for  the 
two  colliers  built  for  the  company  at  Roach’s  ship  yards,  as 
well  as  for  the  six  of  1500  tons  each  constructed  at  Cramp’s 
ship  yards  and  the  works  of  the  company  at  Port  Rich- 
mond, all  of  the  work  being  done  under  his  direction.  He 
was'  one  of  the  originators  of  the  Lamokin  Improvement 
Company,  as  well  as  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Chester, 
of  which  he  was  for  many  years  a Director.  He  mani- 
fests a warm  sympathy  with  all  schemes  for  public  improve- 
ment and  worthy  enterprises. 


RCIIBOLD,  SAMUEL,  Engineer,  was  born  in 
Belfast,  Ireland,  July  15th,  1815.  Having  come 
to  the  United  States  at  the  age  of  ,six  years,  "and 
being  early  left  an  orphan,  he  was  partially  edu- 
cated in  the  private  schools  of  Baltimore,  Mary- 
land, and  afterwards  pursued  a thorough  system 
of  self-culture.  He  became  an  apprentice  with  Watchman 
& Brant  in  Baltimore,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  anil  remained 
with  his  preceptors  until  he  was  twenty-two,  when  he  went 
to  Wheeling,  West  Virginia,  to  set  up  the  first  planing  ma- 
chine west  of  the  Alleghenies.  He  took  English  drawings, 
made  the  patterns  and  fitted  up  the  machine  with  his  own 
hands.  He  built  a low-pressure  boat  for  the  Mississippi 
river,  and  various  kinds  of  machinery,  and  after  superin- 
tending several  establishments,  the  last  in  Balt  more,  he 
entered  the  United  States  Navy  as  Third  Assistant  Engi- 
neer, in  1S43.  He  went  at  once  into  active  service,  and 
was  on  board  thesteam  frigate  “Missouri”  when  it  was  burned 
in  the  harbor  of  Gibraltar,  in  October,  1843.  He  served 
with  Commodore  Perry  in  the  Mexican  War,  participating 


,OORIIEAD,  WILLIAM  GARRAWAY,  Banker 
and  Financier,  was  born  on  the  banks  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna river,  at  Moorhead’s  Ferry,  twenty- 
two  miles  above  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  July 
I ith,  1 8 1 1 . Ilis  father,  on  being  appointed  Re- 
venue Officer  for  the  Eastern  District  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, removed  to  Harrisburg,  where  he  resided  until  his 
death,  when  his  son  was  about  seven  years  old.  The  family 
then  returned  to  the  old  homestead.  William,  while  still  a 
mere  boy,  became  connected  with  the  public  works  of 
Pennsylvania;  and  at  seventeen  years  of  age  was  appointed 
Supervisor  of  a Division  of  the  Juniata  Canal,  into  which 
he  let  the  first  water.  He  subsequently  went  to  Sandusky, 
Ohio,  and  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  which  not  being 
congenial,  he  relinquished  after  two  years  and  returned  to 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  again  engaged  on  the  public 
works,  and  subsequently  upon  other  internal  improvements 
in  Maryland,  Indiana,  etc.  In  1840,  he  was  appointed  by 
Governor  David  R.  Porter  Supervisor  of  the  Allegheny 
Portage  Railroad,  extending  from  Ilollidaysburg  to  Johns- 
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town,  and  in  this  position  his  abilities  as  an  executive 
officer  and  Manager  of  Public  Works  was  acknowledged. 
In  1S46,  he  was  named  by  President  Polk  United  States 
Consul  at  Valparaiso,  and  the  following  year  the  then  Se- 
cretary of  the  Navy,  John  V.  Mason,  gave  him  the  addi- 
tional appointment  of  Purchasing  Agent  for  the  United 
States  Squadron  of  the  Pacific  Ocean.  In  the  same  year 
the  United  States  Legation  to  the  Republic  of  Chili  was 
placed  in  his  hands  by  the  retiring  Minister,  Dr.  William 
Crump  of  Virginia,  who  was  succeeded  by  lion.  Seth 
Barton  of  New  Orleans;  and  the  latter  on  relinquishing 
his  post  also  left  the  Legation  in  the  Consul’s  hands.  He 
served  in  the  Consulate  not  only  till  the  end  of  President 
Polk’s  term  of  office,  but  was  retained  in  office  for  nearly 
two  years  by  the  Taylor  administration.  It  was  during 
this  period  that  gold  was  discovered  in  California,  and  at 
his  suggestion  the  millers  of  Chili  were  contracted  with  for 
all  the  flour  they  could  manufacture  for  one  year,  and  a 
company  was  formed,  combining  the  firms  of  Waddington, 
Templcman  & Co.,  James  Whitehead  & Co.  and  himself, 
under  the  name  of  Moorehead,  Whitehead  & Waddington, 
to  supply  the  Californian  market  with  flour.  This  project 
developed  into  one  of  the  largest  commercial  operations 
ever  known  on  the  Pacific  coast.  The  amount  of  flour  re- 
ceived and  disposed  of  during  the  year  exceeded  500,000 
barrels,  the  larger  portion  of  which  enormous  supply  was 
disposed  of  in  California.  Three  hundred  vessels  were 
chartered  at  different  periods  by  the  Company,  and  as  many 
as  thirty  were  anchored  at  one  time  in  the  harbor  of  San 
Francisco.  Opposition  was  commenced, but  soon  abandoned. 
The  gold  dust  received  in  exchange  for  the  commodity  was 
sent  to  Valparaiso,  and  thence  shipped  to  New  York  and 
London.  In  fifteen  months  the  business  was  closed  and, 
as  proceeds  of  sales,  over  $5,000,000  realised.  On  his  re- 
turn to  the  United  States,  he  re-embarked  in  the  construc- 
tion of  public  works,  and  declined  the  Presidency  of  several 
Western  roads,  preferring  to  operate  in  his  native  Stale. 
The  Sunbury  & Erie  Railroad  was  about  to  be  commenced, 
with  which  he  became  connected,  and  continued  therewith 
for  many  years,  from  its  initial  point  at  Sunbury  to  its  ter- 
minus at  Erie,  Pennsylvania.  In  1S57,  he  was  elected 
President,  when  but  forty  miles  was  in  operation  and  its 
treasury  empty.  He  conceived  the  idea  of  purchasing  the 
State  canals  for  the  company,  but  many  deemed  this  course 
preposterous.  However,  Legislative  aid  was  sought,  the 
purchase  effected  and  the  completion  of  the  road  secured. 
Having  embarked  with  his  brother-in-law,  Jay  Cooke,  un- 
der the  firm  of  Jay  Cooke  & Co.,  in  the  banking  business, 
he  resigned  the  Presidency  of  the  Sunbury  & Erie  Railroad, 
and  was  presented  by  that  Corporation  with  a service  of 
plate  valued  at  $12,000.  In  his  new  sphere  of  labor  he  was 
a most  able  adjunct,  and  the  operations  of  the  house  of 
Jay  Cooke  & Co.,  with  its  branches  in  Washington,  New 
York  and  London,  from  its  incipiency  until  long  after  the 
close  of  the  war,  in  the  successful  placing  of  the  enormous 


loans  of  the  United  States  Government,  is  a matter  of  his- 
tory. Through  their  London  house  they  had  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Syndicate  fur  the  exchange  of  bonds  at  a lower 
rate  of  interest.  He  crossed  the  Atlantic  six  times  during 
the  progress  of  these  negotiations,  and  during  his  sojourn 
abroad  travelled  extensively,  visiting  not  only  various  coun- 
tries of  Europe,  but  the  Holy  Land  and  Egypt.  In  re- 
ligious belief,  he  is  a Presbyterian. 


-.era  Jf^  ORIE,  ADOLPII  E.,  Merchant,  and  ex-Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Novem- 
ber 25th,  1S09,  and  is  a son  of  the  late  John 
Joseph  Borie,  a native  of  France,  who  was  for 
many  years  a prosperous  merchant  of  Philadel- 
phia, and  able  to  give  his  son  the  best  educa- 
tional advantages.  Before  he  had  completed  his  sixteenth 
year  he  graduated  from  the  Collegiate  Department  of  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  class  of  1825  ; was 
then  sent  to  France  to  continue  his  studies  in  one  of  the 
best  schools  of  Paris,  and  after  remaining  abroad  a little 
over  two  years  returned  to  the  United  States,  in  1828.  1 1 is 
father  had  intended  him  for  the  profession  of  the  law,  but 
owing  to  his  peculiar  organization  it  was  deemed  best  to 
relinquish  a study  involving  severe  mental  application,  and 
he  entered  upon  commercial  life  in  his  father’s  house.  In 
this  business,  which  included  that  of  the  Mexican  and 
China  trade,  he  remained  for  many  years,  and  on  his  father’s 
death  became  the  head  of  the  fi-.m,  managing  its  affairs  in 
a manner  that  fully  sustained  the  record  of  the  firm  in  the 
annals  of  American  commerce.  In  1S48,  he  was  elected 
President  of  the  Bank  of  Commerce,  in  which  position  he 
remained  until  1S60.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil 
War  in  the  following  year,  he  took  at  once  a leading  posi- 
tion among  the  patriotic  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  and  was 
particularly  active  among  those  who  rendered  to  the  Govern- 
ment services  at  home  not  less  important  nor  less  con- 
ducive to  success  than  those  rendered  in  the  field.  The 
Union  Club  was  the  germ  of  the  Union  League,  and  was 
founded  at  a time  when  the  political  horizon  was  overcast 
by  clouds  and  darkness.  The  position  of  the  members  of 
the  Club  enabled  them  to  exert  a great  and  powerful  in- 
fluence. “ Military  torpor  and  financial  paralysis  were 
weighing  upon  the  whole  land,”  and  amidst  the  universal 
stagnation  no  man  had  a scheme  for  resuscitating  anything. 
It  was  sad  to  be  with  the  army  and  equally  sad  at  home. 
There  was  no  confidence  anywhere.  It  was  apparent  that 
something  must  be  done,  and  the  most  urgent  need  that 
men  of  the  highest  commercial,  professional  and  social 
standing  should  combine  to  turn  the  current  of  despondency ; 
and  in  so  doing  the  few  who  instituted  the  “ Union  Club  ” — ■ 
among  them  Adolph  E.  Borie — “ budded  better  than  they 
knew.”  In  1S62,  the  club  developed  into  the  “ Union 
League,”  of  which  he  became  first  Vice-President;  the 
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services  that  lie  rendered  in  this  capacity  were  of  marked 
character,  and  were  duly  appreciated  by  the  Government, 
also  by  its  general  officers,  whose  services  in  the  field  he 
contributed  to  sustain.  In  March,  1869,  he'was'  selected 
by  President  Grant  as  a member  of  his  Cabinet,  with  the 
portfolio  of  the  Navy  Department,  and  took  the  oath  of 
office  on  the  8th  of  that  month.  lie  remained  in  this  high 
position  but  a few  months,  as  his  private  aflairs  claimed  his 
attention;  and  feeling  that  he  alone  could  give  them  due 
care,  while  the  country  could  be  better  served  in  the  office  he 
held,  he  tendered  his  resignation.  The  President  warmly 
remonstrated  against  his  resolution  to  retire  into  private 
life,  but  at  length  yielded  when  assured  that  he  must  with- 
draw. lie  resigned  June  25th,  1S69,  and  returned  to 
Philadelphia,  where  he  has  since  resided. 


TAUFEER,  WILLIAM  D.,  Soldier  and  Politi- 
cian, was  born  in  Lancaster  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, March  20th,  1S40.  1 1 is  father,  John 

Stauffer,  a well-known  farmer  of  that  county, 
was  of  German  extraction,  his  forefathers  having 
emigrated  from  Europe  early  in  the  eighteenth 
century,  in  order  to  escape  religious  persecution.  Such 
educational  advantages  as  were  offered  by  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  section,  he  enjoyed  until  he  attained 
his  fifteenth  year.  At  that  age  he  was  placed  in  the  hard- 
ware store  of  Russell  & Barr,  in  Lancaster  city,  for  the 
purpose  of  learning  the  business.  In  this  establishment 
he  remained  for  six  years,  and  was  acting  in  the  capacity 
of  Clerk  at  the  commencement  of  the  late  Civil  War.  In 
the  first  hour  of  his  country’s  need  he  responded  to  the 
call  for  help.  Heedless  of  private  business,  he  at  once 
enlisted  as  a private,  in  April,  1SG1,  in  the  1st  Regiment 
Pennsylvania  Reserves,  for  three  years.  Through  the  dis- 
astrous “ seven  days’  fight,”  Antielam,  South  Mountain, 
Fredericksburg,  Gettysburg,  Grant’s  campaign  in  front 
of  Richmond,  and  numerous  other  battles  and  smaller 
engagements  he  bore  himself  right  valiantly,  He  re- 
ceived the  reward  of  his  bravery  and  faithfulness  in  his 
promotion,  through  every  grade,  to  the  rank  of  a com- 
missioned officer.  At  the  expiration  of  the  three  years 
of  service  of  his  regiment,  he  re-entered  the  army  as 
First  Lieutenant  of  Company  C,  195th  Regiment  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers;  and  in  this  organization  lie  continued 
to  exhibit  the  same  gallantry  which  had  previously  dis- 
tinguished him.  lie  served,  for  some  time,  as  Aide-de- 
camp  upon  the  staff  of  Brigadier-General  W.  II.  Seward, 
and,  on  January  31st,  1866,  was  finally  mustered  out  of.  the 
service,  at  Washington,  District  of  Columbia.  Returning  to 
Lancaster,  he  accepted  a clerical  position  in  the  office  of  the 
Prothonotary  of  that  city,  and  here  discharged  the  duties  in 
a manner  so  satisfactory  to  all  with  whom  he  came  in  con- 
tact, that,  in  1S69,  he  was  elected  Prothonotary  of  Lancaster 


county,  and  held  that  post  for  three  years.  During  two 
years  of  this  time  he  was  a member  of  the  State  Central 
Republican  Committee.  He  was  married,  November  9th, 
1869,  to  a daughter  of  Cyrus  Stricklcr,  of  Columbia,  Penn- 
sylvania. In  1873,  he  was  honored  by  his  fellow-citizens 
with  the  election  to  the  Mayoralty  of  Lancaster,  a position 
which  he  now  tills.  He  is  the  youngest  man  ever  elected  to 
this  post,  as  was  also  the  case  in  his  C-lection  to  the  P10- 
thonotaryship.  But  he  fully  justifies  the  confidence  reposed 
in  him;  with  the  enterprise  of  youth  he  unites  the  careful 
consideration  of  age. 

EYNOLDS,  SAMUEL  II.,  Lawyer,  was  born  in 
Columbia  county,  Pennsylvania,  November  20th, 
1 S3 1.  His  father,  Thomas  Reynolds,  was  a 
leading  merchant  of  that  county,  and  highly 
esteemed  in  private  and  business  circles.  1 1 is 
mother  was  a daughter  of  William  Roger,  a well- 
known  agriculturist  of  Northampton  county,  and  a man  of 
high  culture.  On  the  paternal  side,  he  is  of  English  and 
Irish  extraction,  and  on  the  maternal,  of  German  descent, 
lie  was  educated  at  Dickinson  College,  from  which  he 
graduated  with  honors  with  the  class  of  1850,  when  but 
eighteen  years  of  age.  lie  subsequently  resided  with  his 
brother,  William  I'.  Reynolds,  in  Centre  county;  here  he 
pursued  a course  of  legal  studies  under  the  direction  of  the 
Hon.  James  T.  Hale,  and,  upon  its  completion,  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  the  autumn  of  1854.  lie  then  spent 
one  year  in  travelling  through  the  West,  purposing  to 
establish  himself  in  one  of  the  thriving  Western  towns  or 
cities;  but  finding  no  location  sufficiently  desirable  and 
promising,  he  returned  to  Pennsylvania.  Later,  he  moved 
to  Lancaster,  and  opening  an  office  there,  commenced  the 
practice  of  his  profession,  anil  rapidly  acquired  a very  large 
and  lucrative  clientage.  Soon  after  establishing  himself  in 
this  town,  he  entered  the  political  arena;  and,  being  an 
ardent  Democrat,  he  “ took  the  stump  ” for  James  Buchanan 
in  the  campaign  of  1856;  possessing  much  oratorical  power, 
and  a fluent  and  forcible  delivery,  he  soon  became  extremely 
popular  with  his  party,  who  saw  in  him  an  able  and  energetic 
partisan.  In  February,  1S57,  when  in  his  twenty-fourth 
year,  he  was  elected  City  Solicitor,  and  held  that  position 
until  his  private  practice  became  so  large  that  he  was  com- 
pelled to  decline  a re-election.  He  was  appointed  Notary 
Public  by  Governor  Packard,  and  acted  in  this  capacity  for 
three  years.  He  was  a member  of  the  School  Board  for 
nine  years,  and  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  declined  a re- 
election.  He  has  been  a Delegate  to  several  State  Demo- 
cratic Conventions,  and  was  a Delegate  to  the  Convention 
held  in  Harrisburg  immediately  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  the 
Rebellion,  this  organization  being  known  as  the  “ Peace 
Convention.”  In  1S6S,  he  was  the  Democratic  nominee 
for  Congress  against  the  late  Thaddeus  Stevens,  over  whom 
lie  received,  in  Lancaster  city,  a majority  of  444  votes,  run- 
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11  i n far  ahead  of  his  ticket  in  the  whole  district;  indeed, 
but  for  the  Republican  tendencies  of  the  rural  portion  of  the 
population,  he  would  have  been  elected.  On  one  occasion, 
his  name,  unknown  to  him,  was  presented  by  his  friends  to 
the  Convention  as  candidate  for  the  position  of  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court;  he  received  a very  flattering  complimentary 
vote,  but,  being  influenced  by  no  judicial  aspirations,  refused 
thereafter  to  have  his  name  used  in  that  connection.  In 
October,  1872,  he  was  chosen  by  the  Democratic  Conven- 
tion as  Delegate  at  Large  to  the  Constitutional  Convention, 
and  was  placed  by  the  President,  William  M.  Meredith, 
upon  one  of  the  most  important  committees — that  on  Legis- 
lation— continuing  to  labor  zealously  in  that  capacity  until 
the  report  of  the  committee  was  made  to  the  Convention, 
and  by  it  adopted,  when  he  returned  to  Lancaster  to  attend 
to  his  professional  duties.  Until  the  decease  of  Mr. 
McEvoy,  he  was  ,a  member  of  the  well-known  firm  of 
Evans,  McEvoy  & Co.  For  many  years,  he  has  been  a 
vestryman  in  the  St.  James  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  warmly 
and  generously  interested  in  all  charitable  and  benevolent 
movements.  As  a politician,  he  is  upright  and  fearless,  and 
a prominent  leader  of  the  Democratic  party ; while  as  a 
lawyer,  he  possesses  superior  ability,  and  is  considered  one 
of  the  most  influential  members  of  the  Lancaster  bar.  He 
was  married,  December  ijth,  1858,  to  a daughter  of  M il- 
liam  B.  Fordney,  formerly  a dislii^mbhed  lawyer  of  Lan- 
caster county;  she  was  also  a granddaughter  of  William 
Jenkins,  who,  in  his  time,  was  one  of  the  most  eminent 
attorneys  in  the  State. 


<?  (]e 

f 'jfsj BSON,  JOHN  BANNISTER,  LL.D.,  late  Chief- 
Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania, 
was  born  in  Shearman’s  Valley,  Pennsylvania, 
November  Sth,  17S0.  He  was  the  son  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel George  Gibson,  an  officer  of  the 
Revolutionary  Army,  who  fell  in  St.  Clair’s  expe- 
dition against  the  Indians  on  the  Miami,  in  1791.  lie  re- 
ceived his  preparatory  education  in  the  grammar  school 
attached  to  Dickinson  College,  and  subsequently  studied  in 
the  Collegiate  Department,  from  which  in  due  time  he  grad' 
ualed.  He  entered  the  office  of  Thomas  Duncan,  who  was 
afterward  an  Associate  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  passed  through  a severe  course  of  reading  for 
the  legal  profession,  and  was  admitted  as  an  Attorney  at 
Law  at  the  bar  of  Cumberland  county  in  1803.  He  first 
opened  his  officeiat  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  and  after  a few 
years  removed  to  the  town  of  Beaver,  in  the  same  State. 
From  this  latter  locality  he  changed  to  Hagerstown,  Mary- 
land, and  shortly  afterward  returned  to  Carlisle.  In  1810, 
he  was  elected  by  the  (then)  Republican  party  ns  a Repre- 
sentative in  the  lower  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  was 
re-elected  the  following  year,  during  each  session  filling 
prominent  stations  on  committees,  etc.  In  July,  1.S13,  he 
was  appointed  President  Judge  of  the  Eleventh  Judicial 


District  of  Pennsylvania,  and  three  years  after  was  commis- 
sioned an  Associate  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  which  at 
that  time  was  considered  equivalent  to  a life  tenure,  the 
appointment  being  “ during  good  behavior.”  At  the  death 
of  Chief  Justice  Tilghman,  in  1827,  he  was  appointed  by  the 
Governor  to  succeed  him.  In  1838,  at  the  dale  of  the  adop- 
tion of  the  then  New  Constitution  of  the  State,  he  resigned 
his  office,  but  was  immediately  re-appointed  by  the  Gov- 
ernor. By  a change  in  the  Constitution,  making  the  Judi- 
ciary elective,  his  seat  became  vacant  in  1851.  During  the 
same  year  he  was  elected  an  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  being  the  only  one  of  the  former  incumbents  who 
was  nominated  by  the  Democratic  party.  He  discharged 
the  functions  of  his  office  until  attacked  by  his  last  illness. 
He  died  in  Philadelphia,  May  3d,  1S53. 
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A ILLY,  JOSEPH  ALEXIS,  Sculptor,  was  born  in 
Paris,  France,  January  2lst,  1825,  and  is  the  son 
of  Joseph  Philidor  Bailly,  a manufacturer  of 
cabinet  furniture,  and  a man  of  great  mechanical 
genius,  which  has  descended  to  his  son.  As  he 
grew  up  his  taste  for  carving  wood  began  to  be 
developed,  and  he  manifested  aspirations  towards  marble. 
1 1 is  father  permitted  him  to  spend  some  time  under  the  in- 
struction of  Baron  Bozio  of  the  French  Institute,  where  he 
acquired,  at  a very  early  age,  his  first  ideas  of  sculpture. 
Shortly  after  he  was  taken  into  his  father’s  factory,  where 
he  was  employed  in  turning  wood  and  carving  it  into  orna- 
mental articles  of  domestic  utility.  At  the  end  of  a year  he 
left  his  father’s  and  found  employment  elsew  here  as  a wood- 
turner, and  subsequently  worked  in  M.  Rammer's  establish- 
ment as  a wood  carver.  After  remaining  here  some  time 
he  resolved  to  travel  around  the  country,  and  in  the  course 
of  his  wanderings  reached  the  Gothic  castle  of  the  Marquis 
de  Lussac,  in  Tourraine,  and  here  he  satisfactorily  carved 
all  the  grotesque  heads  of  the  “ gargogles  ” or  corbels  which 
supported  the  cornice,  lie  worked  in  stone  during  the 
summer  and  in  wood  during  the  winter,  but  gradually 
dropped  the  latter.  1 1 is  first  statuette  was  that  of  a shep- 
herd, for  which  he  received  forty  francs;  it  was  but  the  work 
of  a few  hours,  but  it  was  pronounced  of  merit.  The  mo- 
tive which  prompted  its  production  was  to  obtain  the  neces- 
sary funds  to  celebrate  the  “ Mardi-Gras.”  He  afterwards 
celebrated  another  festival  of  not  uncommon  occurrence  in 
the  French  capital.  He  was  a conscript  of  the  Garde 
Mobile,  but  in  the  revolution  of  1848  he  found  himself  en- 
listed in  the  Republican  cause,  and  having  shot  at  his 
captain,  whose  hat  he  wounded,  and  being  in  danger  of  a 
court-martial,  he  wdth  some  difficulty  escaped  from  France  and 
reached  New’  Orleans  in  safety,  lie  landed  with  less  than 
a half  cent  in  his  pocket ; before  he  had  been  in  the  city  tw  o 
hours  he  found  employment,  which  he  commenced  the  next 
day,  and  at  the  end  of  three  days  received  £40,  which  he 


' ■ i'  " ' ' 

.......  li  ; . 1 i "•  >'■  •’ 


..1  t,  . j V '■ 


rr  d . 

I 5 'I  . i , ; n 1 . I «ij  ! * { 


,.|,  ' i 1 • : i i,i  M 

, 


, t /!Ti  :'i/> 


"•J  *:  <:•  ! .:j 

■rr  rt  ill 


• ; ( •.  I . Hr;!  <ji!  I 

1 it  !,v  . ; 

, 

ua.J-iij  !■;, iu  ' 


;«  . i '•  ’ I 

,.  , . .1  ii . "'f-  !•  9-"  ''  1 

..,  1,jY  I ..  .It  1:  l."  Itoi  1"1  . ‘I  : 


I U >'M>  liiwiintl  /Mi  J*  l»  lu  Ta.ll  I 

Jfi  "io  lifiriMiuj  •.  |£V>  all  - « KlW-ftO  ffc»llV. v.;,  . 

||  ;-,i  111  I ....  : .1  ,WJ  I-  0 II'  -....ii  .1  . . 

|.  j . (.;!•■  11  ini'J  ''V  - ' TjJ  : I rii.lt 1 (III  1 1 

I , „ I ,1  i'll  u:  I II  .'  1 1 1 

. n.,r  fl  . " | ' 1 Of! I •■'i'll  vi1  f . ; ula  - - .1 

Sjfi.  j .9-l.trJii!.  iy>l  «I  ' •'  l/m.l'l  -«r.'  a li  ».  If.J  rM 
lidfl  ••  ni.i.li  ,u.  .;  2 1 ' '•‘l  '■  1 ' " Jl 

, i . ' u / ' . ' ■ 'in. «')  f i J--  .Jf  j 


ii,-  „ ' < fufjvA  A 84.81  r 1 EijjJf. 

1 i j,  v : .••  r;,"  : .a/;  ■ u ti ." > iu‘  1 

,j  - Ml  . •:  ill  .j'li  ■ 

• ; i I'//  I 1 l'il  .11  K\  ."II  - ■t'>A  f*  • I )r  >- 

,,  , , . .1  , hi  " 1 rti  i'f"i.;i  H.  •(  ... 


i.ii..>l  ml  . i ■ 1 : 


ft  il-  ,o.;  S'  i'-. 


360 


BIOGRAPHICAL  ENCYCLOPAEDIA. 


had  fairly  earned.  He  remained  in  that  city,  living  frugally 
and  coining  money,  until  the  yellow  fever  season  set  in, 
when  he  turned  his  face  northward,  and  after  a short  sojourn 
in  New  York,  proceeded  thence  to  Philadelphia,  where,  in 
1S50,  he  began  the  business  of  wood  carving  at  the  corner 
of  Duck  and  Walnut  streets.  Soon  after  this  he  sailed  with 
his  wife  to  Buenos  Ayres,  where  he  remained  a year,  and 
on  his  return  resumed  business  on  his  own  account,  but 
afterwards  became  a member  of  the  well-known  firm  of 
Yollmer  & Co.,  manufacturers  of  cabinet  furniture.  This 
relation,  however,  was  soon  dissolved,  and  he  opened  a 
sculptor’s  studio  first  at  Earle’s  picture  gallery,  where  he 
was  burned  out  in  the  great  fire  of  1854,  when  the  Chinese 
Museum  and  adjoining  buildings  were  destroyed. y He  then 
removed  to  Struther’s  Marble  Works,  where  h%  remained 
until  1S70.  Subsequently  he  established  his  own  marble 
works  and  studio  near  Chestnut  street  bridge.  While  en- 
gager! in  wood  carving  he  had  produced  several  busts  and 
statues  in  marble.  The  advantages  offered  to  art  students 
by  the  Pennsylvania  Academy  of  the  Fine  Arts  were  of  such 
a character  that  they  could  not  be  overlooked  by  one  who 
felt  his  calling  was  that  of  a sculptor.  He  understood  the 
value  of  discipline  and  patient  practice  and  for  six  years 
was  an  earnest  student  at  the  Academy. ...  lie  was  elected 
an  Academician  in  1856.  His  first  large  statue', was  that  of 
Franklin,  modelled  for  the  building'  itqw„7 occupied  by  the 
Mercantile  Library,  but  subsequently;^ removed,  to  the 
Ledger  Office.  The  statue  of  Washington  in  front  of  Inde- 
pendence Hall  is  also  from  his  chisel.  Two  of  his  great 
works  are  in  Laurel  Hill  Cemetery:  one,  a. life-size  figure 
in  bronze  of  a well-known  banker;  the  other,, a marble 
statue  of  Grief.  But  his  master-pieces  are  unquestionably 
the  two  groups  of  “ Adam  and  Eve  after  the  Fall,”  and 
“The  First  Prayer.”  He  was  married,  in  1850,  to  Louisa, 
youngest  daughter  of  Louis  David,  a native  of  Brie,  France. 


PI  ELMAN,  JACOB,  Merchant,  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Dielfenbronn,  G 'and  Duchy  of  Iiaden, 
about  the  year  1812.  Left  an  orphan  at  an  early 
age  and  without  means,  he  was  apprenticed  to  a 
shoemaker  in  his  native  village.  Not  being  satis- 
fied with  his  trade  or  its  surroundings,  when  he 
had  reached  the  age  of  thirteen  years  he  concluded  to  run 
away.  With  funds  amounting  to  but  thirty  cents  lie  man- 
aged to  make  his  way  across  France,  and  reaching  Havre, 


enlisted  on  board  a French  man-of-war  under  orders  for 
Calcutta,  via  Cape  Horn.  The  vessel  being  totally  disabled 
in  a storm  on  the  Atlantic,  put  into  New  York  for  repairs. 
In  due  time  he  obtained  the  captain’s  leave  to  go  ashore, 
but  once  again  on  land  he  neglected  to  return,  and  fearing 
to  remain  in  the  city,  managed  to  obtain  a small  amount  of 
funds  by  disposing  of  his  watch,  and  set  out  for  Philadel- 
phia, which  he  safely  reached.  He  then  wandered  about 


until  he  reached  the  first  toll-gate  on  the  Germantown  turn- 
pike, and  while  loitering  here  chanced  to  meet  with  one 
Robert  Scarlet,  landlord  of  the  Spring  House  Tavern,  eigh- 
teen miles  distant  on  the  Bethlehem  turnpike,  who  engaged 
him  for  hostler,  his  compensation  being  his  board,  six  dol- 
lars a month,  and  as  much  money  as  he  could  obtain  from 
the  guests.  He  passed  six  months  at  this  place,  and  during 
that  time  had  saved  8183.  He  was  next  hired  by  George 
Thorpe,  innkeeper  at  Skippackville,  Montgomery  county, 
who  was  to  pay  him  £40  per  month,  but  he  was  obliged  to 
refund  his  employer  all  the  gratuities  lavished  upon  him  by 
the  strangers  stopping  at  the  house.  He  continued  here 
until  he  lud  saved  855°;  and  then  growing  tired  of  this  life, 
lie  became  a journeyman'  in  a brick  yard.  Between  these 
two  occupations  he  alternated  for  several  seasons,  but  in  the 
second  year  of  his  brickmaking  the  owners  1 f the  yard  had 
a difference  with  the  “ boss,”  which  resulted  in  his  dis- 
charge and  the  offer  of  the  post  to  him  ; he  accepted  it,  and 
for  four  months  of  several  successive  years  earned  8*5  a 
day,  so  that  when  the  financial  crisis  of  1S37  dawned  upon 
the  country,  and  his  labors  came  to  an  end,  he  had  on  de- 
posit in  bank  the  sum  of  $16,000.  This  he  loaned  on 
mortgage  to  one  Isaac  Shoemaker,  the  security  being  a 
farm;  but  the<jwner  of  this  farm  being  a scoundrel,  con- 
fessed judgment  to  liis  son  to  the  full  value  of  the  property, 
■which  was  seized  by  the  sheriff,  sold,  bought  in  by  the  son, 
and  thejmortgagee  swindled  out  of  his  entire  sum.  Years 
afterwards  he  was  senj.for  at  midnight  by  Shoemaker,  who 
■on  his  death-bed  was  troubled  with  the  recollection  of  his 
rascality;  but  the’ other,  unable  to  comply  with  his  request, 
wrote  him  a note  in  which  he  freely  forgave  him  the  wrong 
and  the  debt.  He  was  now  forced  to  begin  the  world 
again,  and  found  employment  in  a seed  store  in  Philadel- 
phia, wages  $6  per  week,  which  was  soon  increased  to  $10, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  year  he  received  a present  of  $100 
and  a further  offer  equivalent  to  a stated  salary  of  $900  per 
annum.  V/ilh  his  usual  thrift  he  accumulated  $1600, 
which  he  embarked  in  a partnership  in  a country  store, 
where  he  lost  all  his  savings  in  the  course  of  a few  months. 
Returning  to  Philadelphia,  he  resumed  work  for  his  former 
employer,  with  whom  he  remained  until  he  was  disabled  by 
an  accident,  which  it  was  feared  would  render  him  a crip- 
ple for  life.  By  medical  and  surgical  aid  ibis  was,  in  a 
great  measure,  averted,  and  his  employer,  pitying  ho.  help- 
less condition,  offered  to  loan  him  $300,  provided  he  could 
find  an  opportunity  of  buying  with  that  sum  a small  busi- 
ness. This  he  soon  found  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the 
city  in  the  shape  of  a small  grocery  store,  whose  proprietor 
had  become  discouraged  and  was  willing  to  sell  out  for 
$100.  His  friend  Grover  the  seedsman  advanced  this  sum 
and  also  enough  to  purchase  a small  stock  of  goods,  and  he 
took  possession.  By  dint  bf  industry  and  a desire  to  ac- 
commodate, he  met  with  the  greatest  success,  one  specula- 
tion in  pork  netting  him  the  sum  of  $2500.  During  the 
prevalence  of  the  oil  fever  he  became  interested  with  a 
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number  of  his  friends — himself  the  largest  stock-holder— in 
certain  operations  ; and  but  for  Ids  carefulness,  sagacity,  and 
personal  inspection  of  the  lands  purchased,  would  have  suf- 
fered greatly.  As  it  was,  after  the  speculators  had  en- 
deavored to  conciliate  and  afterwards  bribe  him,  lie  had 
them  arrested,  tried  and  convicted  of  obtaining  money  under 
false  pretences,  and  the  lands  purchased  as  “ oil  tracts,” 
though  wholly  destitute  of  the  illuminating  fluid,  were  left 
in  his  hands,  and  have  since  become  highly  valuable  as 
farming  lands.  lie  still  continues  at  the  corner  of  Vine 
and  Twenty-first  streets,  the  business  to  which  he  owes  his 
prosperity.  He  is  a member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and 
a most  industrious,  honorable,  and  valuable  citizen,  lie 
was  married,  in  1841,  to  Christiana,  daughter  of  Frederick 
Ilerger,  then  of  Philadelphia. 


IRKIIAM,  WILLIAM,  Merchant,  was  born  in 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  February*  2d,  1794, 
and  is  the  only  son  of  the  late  Charles  Kirkham, 
a native  of  Bath,  England,  who  had  married,  in 
America,  Deborah  Miller,  an  inmate  of  the  family 
® of  Sir  William  Bingham.  While  yet  a youth,  he 
was  taken  into  the  counting  house  of  his  father,  a prosperous 
dry-goods  merchant,  of  whose  business  he  gained  a complete 
knowledge  long  before  he  attained  his  manhood.  Ilis 
father  died  before  he  was  twenty-one  years  old,  and  the 
concern  was  therefore  carried  on  in  hisi  mother’s  name; 
but  his  active  brain  and  perseverance  caused  it  to  increase, 
and  after  the  War  of  1812  had  closed,  anil  the  country  began 
to  recover  from  the  perilous  times  through  which  it  had 
passed,  its  prosperity  was  greatly  enhanced.  1 lis  mother  died 
in  1 S 1 4 ; but  he  continued  on  in  the  business,  and  by  his 
prudent  management- — never  having  any  partner — retired 
from  active  mercantile  life  in  1830,  with  an  ample  compe- 
tence ; and  from  that  period  his  life,  aside  from  the  cares 
of  his  household,  has  been  devoted  to  works  of  benevolence. 
In  religious  belief,  he  is  a Churchman,  as  was  likewise  his 
father.  The  latter  had  been  connected  with  St.  Paul's 
Church,  and  the  congregation  had  acknowledged  the  gift, 
with  many  thanks,  of  communion  linen  and  prayer  books. 
Ills  son  had  become  a member  of  St.  Stephen’s  Church 
when  Rev.  Dr.  Montgomery  was  the  rector.  At  his  pastor’s 
solicitation,  he  intimately  connected  and  interested  himself 
in  the  “ Society  for  the  Advancement  of  Christianity  in 
Pennsylvania,”  being  one  of  its  managers  for  a long  series 
of  years,  and  a co-laborer  with  Rev.  Drs.  Morton  and  Davies. 
He  was  also  one  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Endowment  for  the 
support  of  the  Bishop  of  the  Diocese.  After  the  death  of 
Rev.  Dr.  Montgomery,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Ducachat  succeeded 
him,  and  for  a time  the  church  was  prosperous.  In  1839, 
and  for  several  years  thereafter,  it  retrograded,  and  it  was 
with  difficulty  that  its  temporal  affairs  could  be  satisfactorily 
arranged.  At  this  time,  he  was  a large  conh  bailor  towards 
46 


making  up  the  deficit  in  the  reduced  income  of  the  church, 
and  he  succeeded  in  keeping  the  corporation  alive.  It  was 
during  the  latter  period  of  Rev.  Dr.  Ducachat’s  ministra- 
trations  that  large  sums  were  bequeathed  to  the  church  by 
the  will  of  Edward  S.  Burd,  and  subsequently  by  his  widow, 
and  the  administration  of  these  moneys  fell  upon  him  as 
the  accounting  warden  of  St.  Stephen’s.  That  noble 
charity,  the  Burd  Orphan  Asylum,  was  erected,  which  will 
forever  remain  the  monument  of  its  munificent  donors,  and 
perpetuate  the  memory  of  its  founders  and  those  having  the 
management  of  its  inauguration  and  direction.  For  many 
years,  he  has  been  a Director  of  the  Pennsylvania  Company 
for  Insurance  of  Lives  and  Granting  Annuities,  of  which 
Charles  Dutilli  is  President.  lie  was  married,  in  August, 
tSi6,  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  George  Harding,  of  Phila- 
delphia. 


c*'  fl  f 
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’ /fifURNESS,  REV.  WILLIAM  HENRY,  D.  D., 
Clergyman,  was  born  in  Boston,  Massachusetts, 
April  20th,  1S02,  and  is  the  second  son  of  Wil- 
liam Furness.  He  is  of  New  England  lineage; 
his  mother  was  a descendant  of  Captain  Clapp, 
who  emigrated  to  America  as  early  as  1629,  and 
became  a man  of  note  among  the  Puritan  Fathers.  He 
was  educated  at  Harvard  University,  whence  he  graduated 
in  1820.  On  leaving  that  institution,  he  entered  the  'rheo- 
logical School  at  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  and  graduated 
from  that  seminary  in  1823.  He  was  now  prepared  to 
enter  the  ministry,  and  having  received  a call  from  the 
First  Unitarian  Society  of  Philadelphia,  to  become  its 
Pastor,  he  accepted  the  same,  and  settled  in  that  city  in 
January,  1825.  He  still  fulfils  the  duties  of  the  pastoral 
office  in  that  congregation,  and  is  the  Dean  of  the  Clerical 
Corps  of  Philadelphia.  During  this  long  connection  of 
nearly  a halt  century,  he  has  become  peculiarly  endeared 
to  all  the  members  of  his  flock,  which  in  fact  resembles  one 
great  family,  so  cordial  are  the  relations  which  subsist 
between  themselves,  and  so  filial  the  regard  they  entertain 
toward  him.  The  church  under  his  guidance  and  faithful- 
ness, is  an  active  instrument  of  good,  but  all  in  a quiet, 
unobtrusive  way.  '1  he  humanitarian  views,  or  more 
properly  speaking,  the  wants  of  humanity  in  general,  are 
very  zealously  advocated  by  pastor  and  people.  He  has 
held  and  preached  ideas  far  in  advance  of  the  age.  For 
thirty  years  previous  to  the  late  civil  war,  he  was  an  ardent, 
fearless,  and  persistent  promoter  of  the  principles  of  freedom 
to  the  slave,  and  publicly  testified  to  his  opinion  in  many 
sermons  delivered  by  him  on  the  subject,  lie  is  quite  a 
voluminous  author;  and  has  produced  many  works  of 
sterling  merit,  mainly  designed  to  illustrate  the  character 
and  life  of  Christ,  and  embodying  much  thought  and  labor 
in  demonstrating  the  historical  truth  of  Ilis  life,  as  related 
in  the  Gospels.  Though  his  essays  have  been  chiefly  of  a 
theological  character,  he  has  not  confined  himself  exclu- 
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sively  to  such  subjects;  he  has  published  a charming  trans- 
lation of  Schiller’s  Song  of  the  Bell,  which  is  generally 
admitted  by  critics  to  be  the  most  perfect  and  harmonious 
rendering  of  the  conception  and  words  of  the  poet  ever 
given  in  the  English  language.  Among  his  other  literary 
works  may  be  mentioned  : Remarks  on  the  Four  Gospels, 
1836;  Jesus  ami  Ills  Biographers,  1838;  History  of  Jesus, 
I S53  ; Notes  on  the  Life  and  Character  of  Jesus  of  Araza- 
reth,  1859;  The  Veil  Partly  I.iftcd,  1S64;  7 'he  Unconscious 
Truth  of  the  Lour  Gospels,  1 868;  Jesus,  1S71;  7 he  Charac- 
ter of  Jesus  Portrayed,  translated  from  the  German  of 
Schenkel,  2 volumes,  1866.  In  1847,  he  was  honored  by 
his  Alma  Mater,  receiving  therefrom  the  degree  of  D.  D. 
lie  was  married  in  August,  1825,  to  Annis  P.  Jenks,  whose 
grandfather  is  understood  to  have  participated  in  the  memor- 
able destruction  of  the  tea  in  Boston  Harbor,  December, 
1 7 73.  By  this  union  he  has  had  three  children,  two  sons 
and  a daughter.  His  eldest  son,  William  Henry  Furness, 
who  died,  March  4th,  1S67,  was  one  of  the  most  gifted 
portrait  painters  of  his  day  ; while  his  second  son,  Horace 
Howard  Furness,  has  acquired  the  reputation  of  being  one 
of  the  finest  Shakesperian  scholars  of  this  century.  1 1 is 
daughter,  Mrs.  Annis  Lee  Wister,  is  widely  known  as  an 
elegant  translator  from  the  German,  of  the  literature  of 
which  language  he  himself  is  a profound  student. 


CIIOFIELD,  SEVILL,  Manufacturer,  was  born  in 
Lees,  near  Oldham,  England,  August  13th,  1S32. 
His  father,  Joseph  Schofield,  brought  bis  family 
to  the  United  States  in  1845,  and  upon  their 
arrival  in  New  York  city,  at  once  proceeded  to 
Manayunk,  Pennsylvania.  There  his  father  en- 
gaged in  manufacturing,  and  his  son,  as  also  his  four 
brothers  and  two  sisters,  assisted  him  by  working  in  the 
mill  without  wages.  By  dint  of  economy,  he  succeeded  in 
accumulating  seventy-five  dollars,  and  devoted  this  sum  to 
the  acquirement  of  such  education  as  was  to  be  obtained  at 
Tremont  Seminary,  Norristown,  Pennsylvania.  On  his 
return  from  school  he  assumed  full  charge  of  the  business, 
and  managed  it  so  well  as  to  attract  the  attention  of  neigh- 
boring manufacturers.  In  the  fall  of  1S56,  William  Mc- 
Fadden,  of  Manayunk,  proposed  to  sell  him  his  mill  for 
810,000;  one-fifth  to  be  paid  in  one  year,  and  the  remainder 
in  ten  years.  On  considering  the  matter,  he  deemed  it  ex- 
pedient to  accept  the  offer,  and  having  purchased  in  the 
name  of  his  father,  their  operations  were  transferred  to  the 
new  location.  They  occupied  but  a small  portion  of  the 
building,  and  the  rent  of  the  balance  defrayed  the  expenses 
of  the  whole.  I lis  father  died  in  1857,  and  his  will  provided 
that  the  property  should  not  be  divided  during  the  lifetime 
of  the  widow.  He  accordingly  conducted  it  until  1859, 
increasing  her  wealth  twenty  fold,  without  receiving  any 
stipulated  compensation.  Having  then  married,  he  gave 


his  mother  the  interest  upon  her  capital  of  §16,000,  and 
associated  himself  with  his  brother  Charles,  as  S.  & C.  Scho- 
field, having  the  machinery  left  by  their  father,  and  employ- 
ing six  hands.  Both  brothers  worked  in  the  mill,  and,  by 
industry  and  energy,  achieved  a marked  success,  and  were 
enabled  at  the  end  of  a year  to  refit  with  new  machinery, 
and  in  January,  1861,  they  occupied  the  whole  building. 
In  1S62,  they  commenced  to  make  blankets  for  the  United 
States  Government,  and  continued  to  double  their  capacity 
each  consecutive  year.  In  iS63,the  building  was  enlarged 
and  filled  with  new  machinery.  At  this  time  his  brother 
Charles  disposed  of  his  interest  in  the  establishment  for 
$40,000,  and  retired,  thus  leaving  Sevill  sole  proprietor. 
The  business  was  doubled  both  in  1S64  and  1865,  and  the 
amount  of  taxes  paid  the  Government  in  the  former  year 
nearly  reached  $90,000.  In  1S65,  he  purchased  adjoining 
properties,  and  commenced  improvements  which  were 
finished  in  1866.  He  fitted  the  new  mills  with  the  finest 
machinery,  and  was  ready  to  resume  operations,  when  all 
the  buildings  and  contents,  valued  at  $225,000,  were  des- 
troyed by  fire,  March  26th,  1867.  Nearly  all  his  insurance 
policies  had  been  cancelled,  the  companies  having  increased 
the  premium  on  the  pretext  that  he  was  using  his  engine- 
room  for  drying  purposes,  during  the  erection  of  a new  dry- 
house.  Undaunted  by  this  catastrophe,  he  commenced  a 
new  structure,  and  embarked  without  delay  for  England  to 
procure  a supply  of  new  machinery.  A fire-proof  edifice 
was  erected,  filled  with  the  finest  machinery  to  be  procured, 
and  put  into  operation  in  186S.  He  has  since  added  other 
structures,  from  time  to  time,  until  now  lie  is  probably  (ho 
largest  individual  manufacturer  of  textile  fabrics  in  the 
State.  He  employs  600  hands,  and  the  excellent  quality 
of  his  blankets  and  cloths  has  achieved  for  them  an  enviable 
reputation.  During  the  invasion  of  Pennsylvania,  in  1862 
and  1863,  by  the  insurgent  forces,  and  in  the  hour  of  the 
nation’s  extreme  peril,  he  organized  a company  of  volunteers 
from  among  his  own  operatives,  and  sent  them  to  the  front 
under  the  command  of  his  brother.  During  their  absence, 
their  wages  were  continued,  anil  their  families  provided  for. 
Such  is  the  record  of  a practical,  self-made  man,  who  with- 
out the  advantages  of  early  education,  has  surmounted  every 
obstacle,  supplied  the  want  of  capital  by  the  powers  of  in- 
dustry and  energy,  triumphed  over  reverses  that  would  have 
crushed  many,  and  shown  a recuperative  force  making  him 
the  peer  of  any  of  his  associates. 

I.ES,  SAMUEL  BRADFORD,  Merchant,  was 
born  in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  in  180S.  He  is  a 
son  of  the  late  Samuel  Fales,  a successful  and 
highly  respected  merchant  in  that  city,  who  died 
in  1848.  On  his  father's  side,  he  is  the  seventh 
in  descent  from  William  Bradford,  the  first  Gov- 
ernor of  Massachusetts,  and  he  is  also  descended  from  the 
bales  family  who  arrived  in  Boston  about  1636.  On  his 
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mother’s  side,  he  traces  his  descent  from  Dr.  Otis,  of 
Scituate,  cousin  of  Janies  Otis,  of  Revolutionary  fame,  and 
also  from  the  llaliburtons  of  Nova  Scotia,  Thomas  I~Ia.lt- 
burton — author  of  Sam  S/iii — being  his  first  cousin.  He 
was  educated  at  the  Boston  Latin  School,  and  subsequently 
entered  Harvard  University,  whence  he  graduated  in  1S25. 
He  afterwards  studied  medicine  for  two  years  with  Dr. 
John  Gorham,  of  Boston;  but  having  no  taste  for  the  pro- 
fession, discontinued  his  readings,  and,  in  1S32,  went  to 
Philadelphia,  where  he  entered  into  the  importing  and 
commission  business  at  102  Chestnut  street,  being  associated 
with  Eliphalet  Williams,  under  the  firm  of  Tales  and  Wil- 
liams. The  partnership  expired  by  limitation,  in  1834,  and 
was  not  renewed  ; indeed,  the  senior  partner  at  this  time 
retired  altogether  from  mercantile  pursuits.  lie  next  turned 
his  attention  to  the  fine  arts,  and  studied  for  a number  of 
years,  but  finding  his  health  impaired,  desisted  ; neverthe- 
less, desirous  of  occupying  his  mind  with  some  favorite 
object,  he  commenced  by  making  a collection  of  choice 
engravings,  paintings  in  oil  and  water  colors,  bronzes, 
medals,  antiques,  and  articles  of  vertu  ; and  this  collection 
has  for  many  years  been  a source  of  pleasure  and  'gratifica- 
tion, not  only  to  its  possessor,  but  also  to  hfs  friends  and  the 
public  who  have  visited  and  still  continue  to  visit  it  by 
thousands.  His  devotion  to  these  high-toned  studies  was 
recognized  by  his  being  elected  a Director  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Academy  of  the  Fine  Arts,  which  he  held  during  the 
presidency  of  the  late  Hon.  Henry  D.  Gilpin.  lie  resigned 
the  position  in  the  spring  of  i860.  On  the  breaking  out  of 
the  rebellion,  he  ranged  himself  on  the  side  of  the  Govern-, 
ment,  and  by  his  unselfish  devotion  to  the  interests  of  the 
soldiers,  won  for  himself  a proud  and  enviable  record.  For 
five  years,  his  entire  time,  day  and  night,  was  devoted  to  the 
welfare  and  success  of  the  Union  Volunteer  Refreshment 
Saloon,  and  its  adjuncts.  He  was  the  Treasurer  of  its 
funds,  which  were  raised  by  the  voluntary  contributions  of 
the  citizens,  neither  city,  State,  nor  United  States  Government 
patronage  being  given  to  it.  ' By  his  own  personal  exertions 
the  greater  part  of  its  funds  were  collected  ; and  when  all  is 
taken  into  consideration,  the  enormous  .operations  of  this 
saloon,  with  its  three  hospitals  as  adjuncts,  its  bathiim 
facil.ties  and  other  accommodations  afforded  to  the  sick  and 
weary  soldier,  the  funds  necessary  to  carry  on  the  operations 
could  not  have  been  meagre.  As  many  as  seven  thousand 
men  have  been  fed  on  its  premises  within  twenty-four 
hours,  and  scarcely  a day  elapsed  during  the  long  period 
of  the  four  years  of  the  war,  and  the  year  subsequent,  when 
the  troops  were  mustered  out  and  returning  from  the  field, 
that  the  beneficent  aid  of  this  noble  monument  of  the 
patriotism  and  philanthropy  of  Philadelphia  was  not  called 
into  play.  Sick  or  well,  white  or  black,  Union  soldier  or 
Confederate  prisoner,  all  were  relieved;  and  of  the  sufferers 
who  closed  their  eyes  in  death,  within  the  hospitals,  their 
remains  were  carefully  and  sorrowfully  laid  away  to  rest  in 
the  lot  provided  by  the  managers  for  the  purpose.  Through 


all  these  years,  Samuel  B.  Fales  worked  unweariedly  as  Cor- 
responding Secretary  and  General  Financial  Agent.  The 
organization  has  now  $ 2000  invested  in  city  bonds,  the 
interest  each  year  being  added,  the  whole  being  designed 
to  create  the  Monument  Fund,  which  monument  is  to  be 
erected  to  the  memory  of  the  sixty-three  soldiers  buried  by 
the  committee.  In  October,  1865,  his  associates  of  the 
Union  Volunteer  Refreshment  Saloon  passed  a series  of 
resolutions,  which  were  beautifully  engrossed,  and  presented 
to  him,  testifying  to  the  prominent  part  lie  took  in  the  great 
work.  lie  has  likewise  been  the  recipient  of  many  compli- 
mentary letters,  especially  from  his  college  class-mates,  w ho 
bear  witness  to  the  fact  that  in  all  his  unselfish  devotion  to 
the  soldiers’  comfort  he  has  reflected  the  teachings,  and 
honored  the  escutcheon  of  his  Alma  Mater.  He  is  one  of 
the  very  few  civilians  who  have  been  honored  with  a mem- 
bership in  the  “ Military  Order  of  the  Loyal  Legion  of  the 
United  States,”  and  is  a member  of  the  council  of  that 
commandery. 


' l/V0Sq'ER(  ISRAEL,  Manufacturer,  was  born  in 
Lancashire,  England,  December  27th,  i8oS,  and 
came  with  his  father  to  the  United  States  in  1821, 
having,  received  his  education  in  his  native 
country,-  He  first  went  into  the  woollen  mill  of 
Captain>Tpwer,  near  Manavunk,  where  he  re- 
mained until  the  family  removed  to  Blockley  township, 
where  he  worked  in  Kershaw’s  Mill.  He  afterwards  wove 
broad-cloth  in  Irvin  & Shaw’s  Mills  at  Manayunk,  becom- 
ing manager  of  their  carding  and  spinning  department,  and 
continuing  with  them  nearly  twenty  years.  In  1S42,  he 
associated  himself  with  John  Augustus  Newmann.nnd  began 
manufacturing  cloths  and  fancy  goods  at  the  Falls  of 
Schuylkill.  When  the  firm  was  dissolved  by  the  death  of 
his  partner,  he  purchased  the  latter’s  interest  in  the  business 
from  the  heirs,  and  operated  alone  until  his  removal  to 
Cressonville,  in  1853,  remaining  there  until  the  autumn  of 
1857, .when  having  leased  the  Tremont  Mills,  in  Frankford, 
he  converted  them  into  woollen  mills,  and  transferred  his 
operations  to  that  point.  Here  he  continued  until  1863, 
when  he  disposed  of  his  lease  and  machinery  to  R.  Garsed 
& Brother,  with  the  design  of  retiring  from  the  manufactur- 
ing business.  These  mills  occupied  both  sides  of  the  creek, 
and  comprised  not  only  the  original  Tremont  Mills,  but  also 
the  Bridge  Mill,  erected  about  1 S45 , by  Tilling  & Bolton. 
He  purchased  the  entire  property,  March  31st,  1865,  and 
retaining  possession  of  the  same  exactly  one  year,  sold  one 
half  his  interest  in  the  same,  in  March,  1S66,  to  James 
Whitaker,  and  then  leased  the  mills  on  the  west  side  of  the 
creek,  on  April  1st,  1866,  to  the  Garsed  Brothers.  Having 
associated  himself  with  others,  he  resumed  manufacturing 
in  1866,  and  the  firm  of  Israel  Foster  & Co.  continued  until 
1873,  when  he  assumed  tire  management  alone.  The  mills 
occupied  by  Garsed  Brothers  were  entirely  destroyed  by 
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fire,  June  14th,  lS66,  but  in  less  than  a week  the  debris  was 
in  course  of  removal,  and  a stately  structure  replaced  the 
original  edifice.  This  property  was  sold  to  Richard  Gar- 
sed,  February  1st,  1S67,  reserving  certain  water  rights  for 
Trcmont  Mills.  The  latter  were  entirely  remodelled  and 
enlarged  by  their  proprietor,  in  1865,  and  the  Bridge  Mill 
was  also  greatly  increased  in  capacity,  in  1S71  and  1872, 
and  other  buildings  in  its  vicinity  erected,  including  store- 
houses, dye-houses,  bleaching  and  woollen  factories.  There 
are  also  commodious  offices  and  all  necessary  out-buildings. 
Machinery  of  the  highest  grade  and  best  description  fill  the 
various  mills,  and  the  establishment  is  complete  within  itself, 
taking  the  wool  in  a raw  state,  making  all  its  own  yarn, 
dyeing  its  own  goods,  and  sending  them  out  ready  for 
market.  The  amount  manufactured  daily  is  iooo  pounds 
of  yarns,  1000  yards  of  ingrain,  imperial,  extra,  super,  da- 
mask, Venetian  and  Palatine  carpets,  and  thirty  five  pairs 
of  blankets  of  various  sizes,  grades,  and  standards.  About 
3000  pounds  of  wool  are  consumed  each  day,  employing 
from  400  to  500  hands.  Few  men  are  more  thoroughly 
conversant  with  the  early  history,  progress  and  practical 
details  of  the  manufactures  of  Pennsylvania  than  the  pro- 
prietor of  these  mills. 


EWIS,  JOHN,  Paper  Manufacturer,  was  born  in 
Springfield  township,  Delaware  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, July  22(1,  1776,  and  was  one  of  seventeen 
children  comprising  the  family  of  John  and  Jane 
(Farr)  Lewis.  1 1 is  paternal  ancestors  were  ori- 
ginally from  the  parish  of  Ilian,  Glamorganshire, 
Wales,  emigrated  to  Pennsylvania  about  16S8,  and  settled 
at  Ilaverford.  lie  was  educated  at  the  Friends’  Meeting 
House  School  in  Springfield,  and  being  of  apt  and  studious 
habits,  gifted  with  a retentive  memory  and  a bright  intellect, 
he  acquired  all  that  be  was  able  to  learn  at  that  academy 
by  the  time  he  was  but  fourteen  years  old.  lie  was  ever 
a great  reader,  and  in  a measure  self-cultured.  While  yet 
a lad  he  entered  the  paper  mill  of  Thomas  Lewis,  on  Darby 
creek,  and  learned  the  business,  tie  afterwards  erected  a 
mill  on  Crum  creek,  which  he  operated  for  many  years  ; 
in  fact,  he  continued  there  nearly  all  his  days,  excepting 
during  a short  interval  at  1 toy.  For  a considerable  period 
he  managed  the  entire  business  himself,  but  at  a later  date 
he  associated  with  him  his  brother  George,  who  became  the 
business  manager,  while  he  continued  as  the  chief  practical 
operative  of  the  mill.  The  article  produced  was  writing- 
paper,  which  was  entirely  hand-made.  In  later  years,  he 
removed  his  residence  to  Castle  Rock,  where  he  engaged 
also  in  farming.  1 1 is  political  faith  was  Democratic,  as  ex- 
pounded by  Jefferson,  and,  during  lS2l-’22,  he  served  as  a 
member  of  the  Legislature,  being  elected  on  that  ticket. 
At  a later  date,  when  General  Jackson  gave  a new  reading 
to  the  ancient  principles  of  Democracy,  he  left  that  party, 
and  took  no  further  interest  in  political  matters  until 


General  Harrison  was  nominated  for  the  Presidency;  he 
then  1 lecame  a consistent  Whig,  and  afterwards  a Republi- 
can. In  religious  belief,  he  was  an  Orthodox  Friend,  and 
was  moreover  a model  Christian  man.  He  was  married, 
March  31st,  1815,  to  Elizabeth  Crozer,  who  brought  him 
six  children,  all  of  whom  are  now  (1874)  living.  He  died 
June  16th,  1856. 


f^PERING,  NATHAN,  Merchant,  was  born  at 
Pottsgrove,  now  Pottstown,  Pennsylvania,  May 
7th,  1820,  and  is  a son  of  Charles  Spering  of  the 
same  place.  While  a lad  he  removed  to  Phila- 
delphia, where  he  attended  the  district  schools, 
and  at  the  usual  age  was  apprenticed  to  the 
trade  of  trunk-maker.  When  he  had  served  his  time  he 
went  into  the  business  on  his  own  account,  and  continued 
in  it  for  fifteen  years.  Having  been  tendered  by  Mayor 
Conrad  the  office  of  Lieutenant  of  Police — in  the  old  Dis- 
trict of  the  Northern  Liberties — be  accepted  the  same,  and 
relinquished  his  former  calling.  It  was  the  dawning  of  a 
new  era  in  Philadelphia,  for  the  numerous  districts,  boroughs 
and  townships,  together  with  the  old  city,  had  been  consoli- 
dated into  one  municipality,  with  but  one  executive  officer 
to  govern  the  same.  For  many  years  the  district  where  he 
was  stationed  had  been  disturbed  by  rioting,  carried  on  by 
adherents  of  various  fire  companies  who  were  rivals  for  the 
honor  of  being  the  most  energetic  members  of  the  depart- 
ment, but  who  were  in  reality  the  originators  of  the  despe- 
rate conflicts  between  those  opposed  in  politics,  religious 
belief,  etc.  An  alarm  of  fire  was  certain  to  be  followed  by 
a riot,  or  pitched  battle,  and  the  neighborhood  of  the  con- 
flict was  an  unsafe  locality  for  any  casual  wayfarer,  or  for 
persons  whose  business  lay  in  that  direction.  But  by  the 
prompt  and  energetic  efforts  which  Lieutenant  Spering  made, 
he  broke  up  the  disorderly  gangs,  and  restored  quiet  and 
good  order  in  the  district,  and  also  in  the  Fire  Department 
there  located.  The  Philadelphia  and  New  York  press,  in 
their  leading  editorials,  complimented  him  upon  his  per- 
sonal bravery  and  the  skilful  management  of  his  corps  in 
many  of  the  contests  which  took  place.  In  1864,  he  was 
elected  Commissioner  of  Highways  by  City  Councils,  and 
three  times  thereafter  re-elected  to  the  same  position.  After 
his  last  term  of  office  had  expired,  he  bade  farewell  to  poli- 
tics for  a time,  and  with  his  son,  Charles,  entered  upon  a 
career  as  a dry-goods  merchant,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Nathan  Spering  & Son,  by  whom  has  been  transacted  one  of 
the  largest  retail  businesses  in  the  city,  the  sales  averaging 
half  a million  dollars  annually.  Early  in  1874,  he  was  im- 
portuned by  the  voters  of  the  Seventh  Ward  to  allow  him- 
self to  become  a candidate  for  Common  Council,  and  after 
much  persuasion  at  last  consented.  This  occasioned  one 
of  the  fiercest  and  best  fought  battles  that  ever  took  place 
in  municipal  politics,  lie  was  opposed  unitedly  by  all  the 
“Rings” — as  he  was  running  as  an  Independent  Repub- 
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lican  ; but  such  was  the  high  estimate  of  the  man  in  the 

ward,  and  such  also  M as  the  ability  and  energy  with  which 

the  light  was  championed  by  his  son  and  others,  that  his 
majority  was  150  over  both  the  opposing  candidates,  being 
300  above  the  vote  given  to  Mayor  Stokely,  his  total  being 
2350  votes  in  a poll  of  4600.  During  the  War  of  the  Re- 
bellion he  served  in  William  13.  Mann’s  company  in  the 

Valley, 'at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  etc.,  as  a Lieutenant, 
and  bore  himself  faithfully  in  all  the  duties  devolving  upon 
him  in  that  well  known  corps.  lie  has  been  a zealous 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church  for  many  years ; and  in 
his  benefactions  is  most  liberal  and  charitable.  As  a citizen 
he  is  exemplary,  and  as  a business  man  most  honorable  in 
his  dealings.  1 1 is  M'ife’s  maiden  name  was  Charlotte 
Bickel,  of  Philadelphia,  who  brought  him  six  children,  of 
whom  four  are  living,  his  eldest  son,  Charles,  being  now 
associated  with  him  in  business. 


' ,/T>ARPER,  GEORGE  K.,  Journalist,  was  born  in 
Oxford  township,  Philadelphia  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  1 7 7 S,  and  removed  to  Chambersburg, 
in  1794.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  entered  the 
printing  ollice  of  his  brother,  Robert  Harper, 
editor  and  publisher  of  the  I'Vanklin  •Repository, 
the  only  newspaper  then  in  Franklin  county,,..  He  -con- 
tinued to  assist  his  brother  until  the  year  1800,  when  he 
succeeded  him  as  exclusive  editor.  The  extensive  influ- 
ence, and  the  high  intellectual  and  moral  tone  which  this 
paper  has  maintained  for  more  than  three-quarters  of  a 
century,  are  largely  due  to  the  character  impressed  upon  it 
by  him.  1 1 is  editorial  charge  of  the  Repository  began 
during  the  excitement  that  characterized  the  contest  be- 
tween Adams  and  Jefferson  for  the  Presidency.  Although 
an  avowed  Federalist,  he  was  never  intolerant,  personally 
hostile,  or  'abusive  to  those  who  differed  with  him  politi- 
cally. As  early  as  1S01,  when  the  Democratic  party  came 
in,  he  said  : “ Pile  Repository  shall  never  pursue  a course 
of  indiscriminate  abuse  of  the  men  now  in  power,  and  their 
measures;  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  shall  it  sink  into  apathy 
and  servility,  but,  keeping-  aloof  from  licentiousness  and 
indecorum,  admit  free  and  fair  discussion  of  public  men 
and  measures.”  The  enunciation  of  such  principles  in  a 
political  journal  in  those  days  was  rare;  adherence  to  them 
was  more  rare.  But  in  the  Repository  they  were  strictly 
and  scrupulously  maintained.  The  result  was  a rapid  in- 
crease in  its  influence  and  circulation.  Though  he  u-as 
opposed  to  the  declaration  of  war  with  England,  in  1S12, 
yet,  when  it  was  declared,  he  warmly  espoused  the  cause 
of  his  country,  and  took  up  arms  in  her  defence,  lie 
became  a Lieutenant  in  a volunteer  company,  organized  in 
Chambersburg,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Jeremiah 
Snider,  which  hastily  equipped  itself  and  marched  to  meet 
the  enemy  on  the  Canadian  frontier,  then  a vast  wilderness, 
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swarming  with  hostile  Indians,  the  allies  of  the  British. 
After  an  arduous  campaign,  in  a country  remote  from  set- 
tlements and  supplies,  he  returned  to  Chambersburg  and 
resumed  editorial  charge  of  the  Repository.  Although  ex- 
empt by  law  from  further  military  service,  yet,  on  the  news 
of  the  approach  of  the  British  towards  Baltimore,  he  again 
shouldered  his  knapsack.  He  remained  in  service  until 
the  enemy  was  repulsed  and  Baltimore  saved.  He  then 
returned  home  and  gave  to  the  Repository  his  undivided 
attention  until  1840,  when  he  was  appointed  Postmaster 
of  Chambersburg  by  President  Harrison.  On  the  succes- 
sion of  President  Tyler,  he  was  removed  from  office,  his 
views  on  certain  questions  of  policy  not  agreeing  w'ilh  those 
of  the  administration.  During  the  forty  years  that  the  Re- 
pository was  under  his  editorial  charge,  it  was  a model 
family  newspaper,  free  from  anything  that  could  offend  the 
most  fastidious;  the  uniform  advocate  of  religion  and  sound 
morals,  and  the  champion  of  pence,  law,  and  order.  He  was 
a kind  and  wise  father,  an  attentive  husband,  and  an  exem- 
plary citizen  and  neighbor.  Upright  in  his  dealings,  he  was 
without  litigation.  The  esteem  and  confidence  with  which 
he  was  regarded  by  his  neighbors  may  be  seen  in  the  fact 
that  he  was  in  constant  demand  as  referee  or  arbitrator  in 
their  disputes  and  controversies.  He  died  in  1S58. 

ETHERILL,  SAMUEL,  Manufacturer,  was  born 
in  Burlington,  New  Jersey,  in  April,  1736.  He 
was  of  English  descent,  the  founder  of  the  Ameri- 
■ can  branch  of  the  family  having  emigrated  to 
this  country  in  1682,  and  settled  near  Burlington, 
establishing  there  a community  professing  the 
religious  faith  of  the  Society  of  Friends.  It  is  recorded, 
in  the  annals  of  the  “ Meeting,”  that  Christopher  Wetherill 
donated  the  lot  on  which  the  Burlington  Meeting  House 
was  erected,  at  a very  early  date.  Samuel  left  Burlington 
when  quite  young,  and  during  the  residue  of  his  life  made 
Philadelphia  his  residence.  Some  time  prior  to  the  Revo- 
lutionary War  he  engaged  in  manufacturing,  and  sold  large 
quantities  of  his  fabrics  to  the  Government  for  the  use  of 
the  army.  . He  was  the  first  individual  in  the  Province  of 
Pennsylvania  to  manufacture  jeans,  fustians,  coatings,  etc. 
He  was  also  occupied  in  dyeing  and  fulling  cloths,  and 
after  a time  added  the  manufacture  of  various  chemicals  to 
his  products.  1 1 is  business  card,  or  “trade-mark,”  as  it 
would  be  termed  at  the  present  day,  represented  a Quaker 
dame  sitting  beside  her  spinning  wheel,  below  which  ap- 
peared the  following  announcement : “ Philadelphia  manu- 
factures, suitable  for  every  season  of  the  year,  viz.,  jeans, 
fustians,  everlastings,  coatings,  etc.,  to  be  sold  by  the  sub- 
scriber at  his  dwelling-house  and  manufactory,  which  is 
now  standing  in  South  alley,  between  Market  and  Arch 
streets  and  between  Fifth  and  Sixth  streets,  on  Hudson’s 
alley:  Samuel  Wetherill.”  In  1789,  the  establishment  was 
removed  to  (old)  No.  65  north  Front  street,  below  Arch, 
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where  it  remained  for  over  seventy  years  thereafter,  and  was 
familiarly  known,  during  all  that  time,  as  Wetherill’s  drug 
store.  His  house  was  the  first  in  America  to  manufacture 
white  lead,  which  still  continues  its  specialty.  During 
the  War  of  1S12,  the  firm  determined  to  undersell  the 
foreign  article,  which  had  been  heavily  imported,  to  ruin 
their  business.  They,  however,  succeeded  in  making  a 
cheaper  and  better  article  than  the  British  lead,  and  secured 
the  trade.  While  they  were  in  the  height  of  their  prosperity, 
during  the  year  1813,  their  white  lead  works  were  destroyed 
by  fire;  an  act  of  incendiarism,  as  was  then  believed, 
prompted  by  British  jealousy  and  malevolence.  During 
the  period  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  a number  of  Friends 
joined  the  patriot  cause  ; and  when  the  appeal  to  arms  was 
made,  laid  aside  their  principles  of  non-resistance,  and 
joined  heart  and  hand  with  the  Whigs.  This  was  the 
origin  of  the  society  of  the  “ Free  Quakers,”  termed  by 
some  the  “ Fighting  Quakers.”  Samuel  Wetherill  was  one 
of  the  founders  and  earnest  advocates  of  this  new  sect.  He 
had  previously  been  a preacher  of  rare  promise  among  his 
co-religionists,  and  also  an  author  of  considerable  note, 
writing  and  publishing  religious,  sectarian,  and.  polemic 
works.  At  this  period,  he  put  forth  his  -Apology  for  the 
Religious  Society  of  the  Free  Quakers'^ anrP  travelled  exten- 
sively through  the  other  States,  with  tb<S  fcertificate  of  that 
society  addressed  “to  the  brethren  in- affliction  and  of  one 
family.”  He  took  a great  interest  iii'-the  success,  welfare, 
and  prosperity  of  this  society;  arid 'through  his  means,  a 
large  sum  of  money  was  raised  to  build  the  meeting-house 
at  the  southwest  corner  of  Arch  and  Fifth ‘streets,  (now  in 
the  occupancy  of  the  Apprentices’  Library)';  and  the  quaint 
inscription  on  the  tablet,  cites  its  erection  “ in  the  year  of 
the  Empire  VIII.”  Among  the  contributors  to  the  building 
fund  are  the  time-honored  names  of  Benjamin  Franklin, 
Robert  Morris,  John  Cadwalader,  and  other  members  of 
different  creeds.  His  public  services  were  few  but  impor- 
tant. He  was  a member,  and  Vice  President,  of  the  “ Com- 
mittee of  1793;”  a member  of  Councils,  and  Chairman  of 
the  Watering  Committee,  1S02-3;  the  Secretary  of  the 
“Society  of  Constitutional  Republicans,”  in  1S05;  and  a 
Director  of  the  Schuylkill  Navigation  Company,  in  1S15. 
He  died,  September  24th,  1S16. 
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UNKEL,  JOHN  C.,  Lawyer,  was  born  at  Harris- 
burg, Pennsylvania,  September  1 8th,  1816.  lie 
received  a liberal,  scientific, "and  classical  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  Gettysburg,  and  graduated 
subsequently  at  Jefferson  College,  Canonsburg, 
Pennsylvania.  He  soon  after  commenced  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  General  Samuel  Alexander,  at 
Carlisle,  and  whilst  there  became  a regular  attendant  at  the 
Law  School  in  that  town,  then  under  the  management  of 
Judge  Read.  After  his  admission  to  the  bar,  he  returned 


I 

r j 'O 


to  his  native  place,  and  commenced  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession, in  connection  with  the  late  James  McCormick,  and 
rapidly  rose  to  the  front  rank  of  attorneys  and  counsellors- 
at-law.  lie  was  especially  esteemed  as  a brilliant  orator 
and  powerful  deelaimer.  From  his  early  youth,  he  had 
been  a close  student  of  the  Bible;  and  from  its  precepts, 
which  sank  deep  into  his  heart,  and  guided  his  conduct 
through  life,  he  drew  that  inspiration  which  won  -for  him 
the  reputation  of  being  a most  accomplished  gentleman,  a 
forcible  debater,  an  eloquent  speaker,  and  above  all,  a pure- 
minded  Christian  man.  He  was  active  in  politics;  and  in 
the  celebrated  campaign  of  1S44,  took  an  active'  part  in 
advocating  the  claims  of  Henry  Clay  for  the  Presidential 
chair,  and  was  conspicuous  for  his  many  brilliant  arguments 
and  effective  addresses,  delivered  in  various  parts  of  the 
Commonwealth.  In  the  same  year,  he  was  a successful 
candidate  on  the  Whig  ticket  for  Assembly,  was  re-elected 
m 1S45,  and  aBail1  >■'  1850.  In  1851,  he  was  elected  to 
the  State  Senate,  and  was  chosen  Speaker  of  that  body  at 
the, close  of  the  first  session  of  his  term.  As  a legislator,  he 
was  conspicuous  for  the  wisdom  of  his  counsel,  as  well  as 
for  the  power  of  his  eloquence;  and  he  discharged  his 
duties  with  fiejelity  to  his  constituents,  with  honor  to  him- 
self,-and  with  credit  to  the  State.  In  1854,  and  again  in 

1856,  he  was  elecied-to  Congress.  1 1 is  first  appearance  in 
the  National  House  of  1 Reprcsentatircs  was  in  the  memor- 
able struggle  for  the  election  of  Speaker,  which  resulted  in 
the,  choice  of  N.  P.  Banks.  In  the  progress  of  that  contest, 
he  took  an  active  part,  and  on  one  occasion  addressed  the 
unorganized  and  excited  body.  Ilis  manner  and  style,  the 
pertinence  of  his  arguments,  the  compactness  of  his  logic, 
and  the  grace  of  his  delivery  commanded  attention  ; and  the 
most  perfect  silence  reigned  until  he  closed,  when  he 
received  the  congratulations  of  many.  During  his  four 
years  of  service  at  Washington,  he  was  regarded  throughout 
the  country  as  one  of  the  ablest  statesmen  at  the  capital. 
In  1858,  he  retired  from  public  life,  and  gave  his  attention 
exclusively  to  the  practice  of  his  profession,  stepping  out 
of  his  course  occasionally  to  help  a friend  in  the  political 
canvass,  and  to  a limited  extent,  indulging  in  scientific 
agriculture.  In  the  spring  of  1S68,  he  was  stricken  with 
paralysis,  and  never  fully  regained  his  health,  though  the  best 
medical  skill  was  obtained.  He  was  married,  October  2otb, 

1857,  to  Elizabeth  C.  Rutherford;  and  died,  October  14th, 
1S70,  leaving  his  , widow,  Uvo  children,  and  his  aged  mother. 


ASSEY,  WILLIAM,  Brewer,  was  born  in  Liver- 
pool, England,- November  1 6th,  180S.  When  he 
was  a year  old,  his  father  removed  to  Hawley 
Potteries,  in  Staffordshire,  where  he  received  his 
education.  After  leaving  school,  he  entered  his 
father’s  establishment,  where  he  learned  the  busi- 
ness of  Brewing.  In  1828,  he  emigrated  to  the  United 
Slates,  the  voyage  occupying  five  months,  as  the  vessel — 
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through  stress  of  weather — was  obliged  to  put  into  Fayal  to 
repair  ami  relit.  On  his  arrival  in  Philadelphia,  he  found 
employment  in  Gray’s  Brewery,  on  Sixth  street,  where  he 
remained  two  years,  and  then  proceeded  to  New  Orleans, 
becoming  engaged  in  that  city  in  the  bottling  business.  He 
dwelt  there  for  twenty-foitr  years,  and  during  the  entire 
period,  enjoyed  the  best  of  health,  never  experiencing  any 
of  the  miasmatic  diseases  so  common  to  that  locality. 
Always  actively  engaged  in  attending  to  the  manifold  details 
of  his  business,  he  prospered  greatly  from  year  to  year.  In 
1849,  and  five  years  prior  to  leaving  New  Orleans,  he 
became  a member  of  the  firm  of  Poullney,  Collins  8:  Massey, 
who  had  purchased  the  interests  of  M.  L.  Dawson,  in  the 
extensive  brewery  located  at  the  northwest  corner  of  Tenth 
and  Filbert  streets,  Philadelphia.  In  1854,  he  returned  to 
the  North,  where  he  has  ever  since  resided,  giving  his 
whole  attention  to  the  business,  as  head  of  the  firm  of  Wil- 
liam Massey  & Co.,  his  associates  in  that  house  consisting 
of  John  Gardiner,  James  M.  Hall,  -and  William  Massey 
Robinson.  The  brewery  and  malt  house  is  the  largest  in 
the  State,  and  perhaps  the  most  extensive  in  the  Union, 
there  having  been  brewed  during  the  season  of  1872-3,  the 
enormous  quantity  of  1 13,000  barrels  of  ale  and  porter,  each 
vessel  having  a capacity  of  30  gallons.  To  produce  this 
result,  250,000  bushels  of  barley,  and  125  tons  of  hops  were 
used.  Personally,  he  is  a genial,  modest,  unassuming  man 
of  kindly  disposition  and  winning  manners.  He  is  one  of 
the  most  generous  and  charitable  of  citizens,  and  his  bounties 
are  large  and  well  bestowed.  He  is  a member  of  the  Albion 
and  Hibernian  Societies,  and  has  been  for  a long  while 
Vice-President  of  the  Society  of  the  Sons  of  St.  George. 
In  political  faith,  he  is  a Democrat,  and  since  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Reform  Club,  has  been  elected  one  of  its 
Governors.  He  is  prominent  in  every  enterprise  intended 
fur  the  development  and  improvement  of  the  city,  and  in- 
crease of  its  commerce.  He  was  married,  in  1830,  to  Fanny, 
daughter  of  Samuel  Miller,  of  Bridgeton,  New  Jersey. 


ESTER,  WILLIAM  MUHLENBERG,  Lawyer, 
was  born  at  Reading,  Berks  county,  Pennsylvania, 
May  15th,  1 S 1 8.  lie  is  a son  of  the  late  Dr. 
Isaac  Iliester,  for  many  years  a distinguished 
physician  of  Reading,  and  grandson,  on  the 
maternal  side,  of  General  Peter  Muhlenberg,  of 
revolutionary  renown.  His  mother,  Hetty  Muhlenberg, 
was  the  last  surviving  child  of  that  eminent  soldier  and 
statesman,  and  died  at  Reading,  in  the  autumn  of  1872,  in 
the  eighty-eighth  year  of  her  age.  He  received  his  early 
education  at  West  Nottingham  Academy,  Cecil  county, 
Maryland,  a somewhat  noted  institution  in  its  day,  under 
the  charge  of  the  Rev.  James  Magraw,  D.  I)..  a leading  old- 
school  divine  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  I le  subsequently 
entered  Bristol  College,  Pennsylvania,  which  was  founded 


under  the  auspices  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  with 
the  Rev.  Cbauncey  Colton,  D.  D.,  as  President;  and  gradu- 
ated in  the  class  of  1837,  the  second  and  last  class  of  gradu- 
ates from  that  college,  which  became  financially  involved  in 
the  crisis  of  1837,  and  was  compelled  to  wind  up  its  affairs. 
He  read  law  with  the  Hon.  John  Banks,  President  Judge 
of  the  Courts  of  Berks  county,  and  completed  his  legal 
studies  during  the  winter  of  183S-9,  at  the  law  school  of 
Harvard  University,  under  the  direction  of  those  celebrated 
jurists,  Justice  Joseph  Story  and  Professor  Simon  Greenleaf. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  January  7th,  1840,  at  Reading. 
In  the  year  1843,  the  honorary  degree  of  A.  M.  was  confer- 
red upon  him  by  the  faculty  of  Harvard.  He  practised  his 
profession  for  four  years  at  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  and  returned 
to  Reading  in  1845,  where  he  associated  himself  with  his 
relative,  the  late  Hon.  Henry  A.  Muhlenberg,  and  in  that 
connection  succeeded  to  an  active  practice  at  the  bar  of 
Berks  county.  Among  his  contemporaries  were  a number 
of  able  attorneys,  who  have  since  risen  to  distinction  in 
public  life.  In  October,  lS52.be  was  elected  to  the  Senate 
of  Pennsylvania,  as  the  successor  of  his  colleague  at  the  bar, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg,  who  at  the  same  election  was  chosen  to 
represent  the  district  of  Berks  county  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States.  His  senatorial  term  embraced  the  sessions 
of  1 S53,— ’54  and  ’55,  during  which  he  ranked  among  the 
foremost  men  on  the  Democratic  side.  He  served  as  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  for  the  first  year, 
and  at  the  next  was  advanced  to  the  Chairmanship  of  the 
same  important  committee,  which  be  filled  with  the  excep- 
tional ability  for  which  his  characteristic  clear  judgment  and 
thorough  education  in  the  principles  and  practice  of  the  law, 
so  well  qualified  him.  At  the  opening  of  the  session  of 
1855,  after  twenty-six  ineffectual  ballotings  for  Speaker  of 
the  Senate,  (that  body  being  then  composed  of  sixteen 
Democrats,  fifteen  Americans,  and  one  Old-Line  Whig, 
Mr.  Darsie,  of  Allegheny  county — with  one  vacancy  in  a 
Philadelphia  district,)  he  was  elected  to  that  honorable  posi- 
tion, on  the  twenty-seventh  ballot,  by  the  votes  of  his  fifteen 
Democratic  colleagues  and  the  vote  of  Mr.  Darsie,  who, 
being  of  foreign  birth,  was  excluded  from  political  associa- 
tion with  the  American  party  of  that  day.  Ilis  course  as 
Speaker  was  distinguished  for  dignity,  firmness,  and  im- 
partiality. Upon  the  accession  of  Governor  William  F. 
Packer  to  the  Executive  chair,  in  January,  1858,  he  was 
tendered  the  appointment  of  Secretary  of  the  Common- 
wealth, which  be  accepted  with  some  reluctance.  He  con- 
tinued in  that  office  as  one  of  the  Governor’s  most  trusted 
confidential  advisers,  during  the  three  trying  years  of  his 
administration,  which  immediately  preceded  the  war.  He 
supported  Stephen  A.  Douglas  for  the  Presidency  in  the 
canvass  of  1S60,  and  when,  by  the  disruption  of  the  National 
Democratic  party  and  the  election  of  Lincoln,  the  rebellion 
of  the  Southern  States  was  precipitated,  he  gave  his  hearty 
adhesion  to  the  Administration  in  all  its  measures  for  the 
prosecution  of  the  war  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Union. 
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In  the  summer  of  1863,  when  the  soil  of  Pennsylvania  was 
invaded  by  the  Confederate  army  under  General  Lee,  he 
was  appointed  by  Governor  Curtin  one  of  the  mustering 
officers,  with  the  rank  of  Major,  to  muster  in  the  troops  that 
volunteered  for  ninety  days’  service  in  response  to  the  Gov- 
ernor’s proclamation  of  June  26th,  1SG3,  calling  for  sixty 
thousand  men  for  the  defence  of  the  State.  lie  was 
assigned  to  duty  at  the  temporary  rendezvous  on  the  Agri- 
cultural Fair  Grounds  at  Reading,  which  was  designated, 
in  compliment  to  him,  “ Camp  I Hester;  ” and  in  the  execu- 
tion of  his  military  commission,  mustered  into  the  State 
service  eight  full  regiments  of  volunteers,  comprising  an 
aggregate  force  of  eight  thousand  men.  He  has  since  acted 
with  the  Republican  party,  and  at  the  election' of  October, 
1864,  was  the  Republican  candidate  for  Congress  ii\  the 
Berks  county  district.  Since  then,  he  has  in  a great  measure 
withdrawn  from  active  participation  in  public  affairs, 
although  he  continues  to  take  a lively  interest  in  all  enter- 
prises of  a benevolent,  religious,  and  business  nature  which 
have  in  view  the  moral  and  material  advancement  of  his 
native  city.  He  is  a Director  in  the  Reading  Library 
Company,  the  Charles  Evans  Cemetery  Company,  and  the 
Reading  Gas  Company,  and  a liberal-  supporter  of  the 
public  and  private  charities  of  the  place.  , 


G^~^z/UYLER,  THEODORE,  LL.  D.f  Lawyer,  was  born 

, ;j  I I ! at  Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  in  the  year  iSar, 

C I I and  is  a son  of  the  late  Rev.  Cornelius  C.  Cuyler, 

<:i  \-/'  J >.  D.,  a distinguished  divine  of  the  Presbyterian 
£ ’ \ ^ ' ; Q * • 

Church.  On  his  father’s  side,  he  is  of  Holland 

^ descent,  his  paternal  ancestors  having  emigrated 
from  Leyden,  as  early  as  1650,  and  settled  in  the  province 
of  Nieinv  Amsterdam,  afterwards  New  York.  His  paternal 
grandmother  was  a sister  of  Chief  Justice  Robert  Yates, 
lie  was  principally  educated  in  Philadelphia,  and  graduated 
at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  with  honors,  in  the  class 
of  183S.  On  leaving  college,  he  entered  the  law  office 
of  the  late  Charles  Chauncey,  where  he  pursued  his  studies, 
and  was  admitted  to  practice  at  the  bar  of  Philadelphia,  in 
1S42;  and  having  opened  an  office,  soon  commanded 
respectable  and  lucrative  practice  in  the  civil  courts  of  the 
county,  State,  and  United  States.  He  has,  in  the  course 
of  his  long  practice  of  over  thirty  years,  been  professionally 
engaged  in  every  leading  cause  argued  in  Pennsylvania; 
and  has  often  participated  in  others  in  New  York,  New 
Jersey,  Virginia,  and  the  District  of  Columbia.  He  was 
on  the  defence  in  the  Christiana  Treason  Trials,  and  made 
the  opening  speech  in  that  case;  and  he  has  been  retained 
in  many  of  the  great  patent  cases  before  the  Federal  Courts, 
including  the  celebrated  Woodworth  Planing  Machine. 
He  has  also  been  engaged  in  nuntcr  us  celebrated  railroad 
cases,  including  that  of  Mott  ys.  Pennsylvania  Railroad, 
1S57;  and  has  argued  against  the  constitutionality  of  the 


tonnage  tax  as  applicable  to  that  corporation.  He  has  been, 
since  1S56,  the  general  counsel  of  the  Pennsylvania  Rail- 
road Company,  and,  through  all  its  great  developments  and 
extensions,  has  conducted  its  vast  litigations  with  such 
eminent  ability  and  success  that  his  reputation  as  a leading 
American  lawyer  has  risen,  and  grown,  and  spread  like  the 
mammoth  corporation-client  he  so  successfully  represents. 
One  of  his  finest  forensic  efforts  was  made — in  the  interest 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company  as  lessees  of  the 
united  railroads  of  New  Jersey — before  the  Vice-Chancellor 
of  New  Jersey  on  a motion  for  an  injunction  against  the 
proposed  National  Railway  Company.  In  political  opinion, 
he  is  of  the  ancient  Democratic  faith,  and  during  the  Civil 
War  watj-mn  adherent  of  that  branch  known  as  War  De- 
mocrats. He  has  long  been  identified  with  the  progressive 
movements  of  his  adopted  city.  He  has  been  a Director 
and  for  nine  years  a Controller  of  its  Public  Schools.  For 
eight  years  he  was  a member  of,  and  for  four  years  Presi- 
dent of,  Select  Council.  He  has  been  frequently  nomi- 
nated for  the  Legislature,  and  on  three  several  occasions 
as  a Representative  in  Congress,  but  has  always  declined. 
In  the  fall  of  1872,  he  was  elected  a member  of  the  Con- 
tention toq-evisc  the  Constitution  of  Pennsylvania,  and  ably 
served  the  people  in  that  important  body.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  .t}jg  Committees  on  the  Judiciary  and  Printing.  In 
religious  belief,  he  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
He  was  created  Doctor  of  Laws  in  1865. 
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EVIS,  RICHARD  J.,  M.  D.,  Physician  and  Sur- 
geon, was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  in 
1827,  and  is  the  son  of  the  late  I )r.  M.  M.  Levis,  a 
well-known  practitioner  of  medicine,  who  died  in 
1872;  and  grandson  of  Richard  Levis,  an  officer 
of  the  Revolutionary  army.  The  family  was 
originally  French,  and  the  name  was  formerly  written  de 
Levis  ; but  having  settled  in  England  the  prefixed  particle 
was  dropped,  and  the  name  became  what  it  now  is.  The 
American  founder  of  the  family  was  an  associate  of  William 
Penn,  and  of  the  same  religious  persuasion,  who  landed  in 
Pennsylvania,  in  1680,  and  settled  within  a few  miles  of 
Philadelphia.  The  practice  of  medicine  has  been  the  pro- 
fession followed  by  the  heads  of  the  family  for  two  centuries. 
Richard  J.  Levis  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  city,  closing  with  the  High  School,  where  he  gra- 
duated with  honor  and  received  his  degree  of  M.  A.  He 
pursued  his  medical  studies  in  Jefferson  College,  being  also 
a private  student  of  the  late  Professor  Mutter,  devoting  his 
attention  more  particularly  to  surgery.  Having  obtained 
his  Doctorate,  in  184S,  he  commenced  the  practice  of  me- 
dicine and  surgery,  and  soon  enjoyed  a lucrative  patronage. 
He  was  appointed,  in  1859,  Surgeon  to  the  Philadelphia 
Hospital,  one  of  the  largest  eleemosynary  institutions  in 
the  country.  During  the  late  Civil  War  he  was  placed  in 
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charge  of  two  military  hospitals  in  Philadelphia,  instituted 
particularly  for  the  treatment  of  deformities  from  gunshot 
wounds,  and  while  in  this  position  1800  cases  of  amputation 
came  under  his  care,  llis  services  to  the  country  in  this 
sphere  have  been  highly  commended,  and  have  contributed 
materially  to  win  for  him  a national  reputation  as  one  of  the 
first  operative  surgeons  of  America.  He  was  subsequently 
appointed  Surgeon  to  the  Wills’  Hospital  for  Diseases  of 
the  Eye;  and,  in  1867,  Clinical  Lecturer  on  Ophthalmic 
and  Aural  Surgery  in  Jefferson  Medical  College.  In  1871, 
he  was  elected  Surgeon  to  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital.  He 
is  deservedly  popular  with  students  as  a clinical  teacher. 
As  a lecturer  his  remarks  are  clear,  terse,  and  to  the  point ; 
and  as  an  operator  he  is  prompt,  rapid,  and  skilful,  llis 
clinics  are  made  interesting  and  instructive  by  the  number 
and  variety  of  the  cases  presented  and  operated  upon.  He 
has  also  been  a large  contributor  to  surgical  literature, 
lie  married,  in  1855,  Henrietta,  daughter  of  Charles  Ro- 
berts, a prominent  citizen  of  Philadelphia. 

REWSTER,  FREDERICK  CARROLL,  LL.D., 
Lawyer,  was  born  May  15th,  1823,  and  is  a son 
of  the  late  Francis  E.  Brewster,  a distinguished 
member  of  the  Philadelphia  bar.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  the  best  of  private  academies,  and  gra- 
duated with  honor,  in  the  class  of  1S41,  at  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  made  a public  address  at 
the  commencement.  1 le  subsequently  entered  his  father’s 
office,  where  he  enjoyed  rare  ami  unequalled  advantages 
while  reading  for  his  profession.  I Ie  was  admitted  to  practice 
in  1S44,  and  speedily  commanded  an  extensive  and  lucra- 
tive patronage,  llis  success  was  principally  achieved  in 
the  civil  courts,  but  the  first  cases  in  which  he  distinguished 
himself  were  the  celebrated  trials  of  Cunningham — a police- 
man— who  killed  a prisoner;  Lennair,  who,  while  gunning, 
shot  a farmer  in  self-defence;  and  Kirkpatrick,  accused  of 
poisoning  his  brother  by  means  of  arsenic,  bountifully 
sprinkled  over  a pie  sent  as  a Christmas  present.  In  each 
of  these  cases  he  was  successful,  the  last,  indeed,  established 
his  reputation  as  a leader  of  the  Philadelphia  bar.  In 
1856,  he  Undertook  an  important  political  case.  The  elec- 
tion for  the  District  Attorneyship  was  contested  between 
William  B.  Mann  and  Lewis  C.  Cassiday,  and  he  gained 
the  case  for  the  former.  llis  conduct  of  the  cause  was  most 
able.  This  question  was  scarcely  settled  when  the  Bank  of 
Pennsylvania  suspended  payment.  Its  President,  Thomas 
Allibone,  was  bitterly  condemned  by  the  press  and  by  the 
people  ; and  was  indicted  by  the  Grand  Jury  for  conspiracy  to 
defraud  the  bank.  The  case  was  tried  before  Judge  Thomp- 
son. The  defence  was  placed  in  his  hands,  and  associated 
with  him  were  the  late  William  M.  Meredith,  Judge  Thayer, 
and  ex-Chief  Justice  Lewis,  the  result  being  the  acquittal 
of  the  defendant.  The  great  legal  issues  of  the  war,  how- 
ever, brought  yet  more  fully  into  view  his  professional  ability. 
47 


The  Schollenberger-Brinton  case,  relating  to  the  legality  of 
paying  in  the  new  United  States  currency  a ground  rent, 
payment  of  which,  by  express  stipulation,  was  to  be  made 
in  silver,  was  gained  in  favor  of  the  currency  by  him,  and 
established  the  constitutionality  of  the  Legal  Tender  Act 
of  Congress  of  1862.  The  argument  in  this  case  was  sub- 
stantially, that  Congress — the.  law-making  power — had 
authority  to  nuke  laws;  and  that  these  laws  when  made 
could  change  contracts  previously  entered  into.  This  posi- 
tion was  thrice  sustained  by  judicial  decisions.  The  Legal 
Tender  case  was  succeeded  by  those  of  the  Chestnut  Street 
Bridge,  the  Girard  'I  rust,  and  the  Bounty  Loans.  The 
conduct  of  these  devolved  upon  him,  by  virtue  of  his  official 
position  as  City  Solicitor,  to  which  he  had  leen  chosen,  in 
1S62,  by  a movement  independent  of  part}’,  and  brought 
about  by  such  men  as  Caleb  Cope,  E.  W.  Clark,  George 
II.  Stuart  and  others — men  who  fully  appreciated  the  mag- 
nitude of  the  interests  to  be  involved  in  issues  certain  to 
arise,  and  who  paid,  in  the  mere  fact  of  choosing  him,  a 
high  tribute  to  the  integrity  and  ability  of  their  candidate; 
and  they  not  only  elected  him,  but  three  years  later  he  was 
re-elected  to  the  same  office.  lie  did  not,  however,  finish 
his  second  term,  in  consequence  of  being  chosen,  in  Octo- 
ber, 1866,  a Judge  of  the  Court  of  Con  men  Pleas  of  the 
City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  llis  term  of  office  was 
ten  years*;  but,  on  October  23d,  1869,  he  was  tendered  by 
Governor  Geary,  and  accepted  the  position  of  Attorney- 
General  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  retaining 
it  until  the  close  of  the  Governor’s  incumbency.  lie 
then  returned  to  the  practice  of  his  profession,  in  which  he 
is  assisted  by  his  two  sons,  Frederick  C.  and  Francis  E. 
Brewster,  both  of  whom  are  of  marked  ability,  and  promise 
to  bear  honorably  the  obligations  imposed  upon  them  by 
the  distinguished  position  their  father  has  attained,  llis 
Alma  Mater  has  conferred  upon  him  the  honorary  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Laws,  and  lie  has  been  twice  elected  Presi- 
dent of  the  Society  of  the  Alumni,  lie  has  also  found 
time,  amid  his  numerous  engagements,  to  collate  and  to 
write  several  legal  works,  lie  was  married,  in  1850,  to 
Emma,  daughter  of  the  late  AY.  P.  C.  Barton,  M.  D.,  at 
one  time  Senior  Surgeon  United  States  Navy;  and  has  six 
children  surviving,  two  daughters  and  four  sons. 


ULME,  JOHN,  Manufacturer,  was  born  in  Lan- 
cashire, England,  in  the  year  1808,  and  came  to 
America,  in  1S17,  with  his  father,  Thomas  Hulme, 
with  whom  he  resided  in  Philadelphia  for  many 
years.  In  1833,  he  was  selected  by  the  stock- 
holders of  the  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal  to 
take  charge  of  that  work,  which  had  been  until  that  date  a 
profitless  enterprise.  Under  his  able  management  it  became 
a success,  and  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  nineteen  years, 
during  all  of  which  period  he  directed  its  operations,  the 
Federal  Government  was  enabled,  out  of  the  dividends  ac- 
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cruing  upon  the  stock  belonging  to  the  United  States,  to 
purchase  the  shares  owned  by  private  individuals,  thu . 
rendering  it  almost  a free  canal — no  more  tolls  being 
charged  at  the  present  time  than  are  necessary  to  defray  the 
ordinary  expenses  of  maintaining  the  work.  Shortly  after 
his  removal  to  Louisville,  he  purchased  the  Surasson  Mills, 
at  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio,  and  embarked  largely  in  the  manu- 
facture of  flour,  and  of  cement,  or  water-lime,  from  a rock 
which  he  found  in  that  vicinity.  He  introduced  the  use  of 
this  cement  in  the  construction  of  cisterns  throughout  the 
valleys  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi,  and  the  health  of  those 
sections  of  the  country  were  materially  improved  by  its  use. 
Having  accumulated  a large  fortune,  he  returned  to  Phila- 
delphia, in  1S52,  to  reside,  and  retired  from  active  business 
pursuits,  devoting  his  time  to  tile  management  of  his  private 
fortune,  and  to  the  estates  of  others  committed  to  hi;  care. 
In  his  private  relations  he  was  kind  and  generous,  and  was 
ready  to  aid  by  bis  advice,  by  bis  labor,  and  by  his  means, 
those  who  appealed  to  him  and  deserved  his  assistance. 
Ladies  or  aged  men  who  required  some  one  to  take  charge 
of  their  estates,  orphans  who  were  in  any  respect  depen- 
dent upon  him,  and  persons  in  the  humbler  classes  who 
looked  to  him  for  succor,  were  the  recipients  of  his  kind- 
ness. Few  citizens  have  administered  so  many  and  diverse- 
estates  as  he  had  charge  of,  or  so  faithfully  and  beneficially  at- 
tended to  the  interests  of  those  who  entrusted  their  all  to  him. 
He  was  elected  a Director  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  in 
1S5S,  and  was  for  several  years  Chairman  of  one  of  its 
most  important  committees,  but  during  the  later  years  of  his 
life  was  an  earnest  opponent  of  its  management,  especially 
in  regard  to  the  fast  freight  lines  run  over  its  road  by  an  out- 
side corporation.  lie  was  also  a large  Stockholder  in  the 
Northern  Central  Railway,  and  strongly  opposed  the  pro- 
posed lease  of  that  road  to  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Com- 
pany. He  always  took  more  or  less  interest  in  public 
affairs.  While  a resident  of  Louisville,  be  was  a member 
of  their  City  Council,  and  though  he  held  no  pub  ic  posi- 
tion iu  Philadelphia,  his  influence  was  exerted  in  behalf  uf 
what  he  believed  to  lie  for  the  public  good.  He  was  no- 
minated as  an  independent  candidate  for  Congress  in  the 
Second  District,  shortly  after  the  termination  of  the  war,  but 
was  defeated.  Towards  the  close  of  bis  life  lie  was  a pro- 
minent member  of  the  Reform  Club.  As  a citizen,  be  was 
broad  and  comprehensive  in  his  views;  honest,  upright,  and 
brave.  He  died  April  22d,  1S74. 


OKER,  GEORGE  II.,  Poet,  was  born  in  Phila- 
delphia, in  1S24.  1 1 is  education  was  commenced 
in  bis  native  city,  and  completed  at  the  College 
of  New  Jersey,  Princeton,  of  which  he  is  a 
graduate.  Soon  after  leaving  college,  he  paid  a 
visit  to  France  and  England.  Returning,  he  took 
up  his  residence  in  Philadelphia.  He  first  appeared  as  an 
author  early  in  1S48,  with  a volume  of  his  poems,  entitled, 


The  Lesson  of  Life.  This  was  followed  by  the  tragedy  of 
Calaynos,  which  under  the  direction  of  Edmund  Phelps, 
the  English  tragedian,  met  with  successful  representation 
in  England.  In  February,  1S50,  he  produced  the  tragedy 
of  Anne  Boleyn,  and  after  it  came  two  plays  : The  Bclro- 
thal  and  All  the  World  a Mask  ; both  of  which  have  been 
produced  in  Philadelphia  with  success,  as  also  has  been 
Calaynos.  Ilis  next  volume,  'The  Budcsta's  Daughter  and 
other  1'oems,  was  published  at  the  close  of  1851  ; a num- 
ber of  these  have  been  translated  into  German,  and  reprinted 
in  an  American  Anthology . Later  he  wrote  the  tragedies 
of  Leonor  de  Guzman,  and  Francesca  da  Rimini — the  latter 
an  extension  of  the  celebrated  episode  in  Dante’s  Inferno— 
and  both  were  produced  on  the  stage  with  fair  success. 
The  commencement  of  the  Civil  War  changed  the  direction 
of  the  poet’s  activity,  and  as  a devoted,  loyal  Union  man, 
he  gave  all  his  energies  towards  keeping  alive,  organizing 
and  consolidating  the  patriotic  sentiment  of  the  country. 
Ilis  lyrics — and  in  addition  to  his  larger  efforts  he  has  all 
through  his  career  contributed  to  the  literary  magazines 
lyrics  and  ballads  of  sterling  merit — went  over  tlie  land, 
stirring  and  encouraging  tile  people;  and  lie  was  one  of  the 
very  first  to  seize  upon  the  plan  of  utilizing  the  power  of 
the  loyal  population,  by  the  creation  of  Leagues,  as  a civil 
reserve  which  should  morally  strengthen  the  soldiers  in  the 
field.  lie  upas  one  of  the  founders,  and  as  Secretary  the 
most  active  officer  of  the  Union  League  of  Philadelphia, 
which  sent  ten  regiments  into  the  field,  and  accomplished  a 
greater  amount  of  important  work  than  any  other  similar 
organization  in  the  country.  His  Poems  of  the  l Var  were 
collected  and  published  as  a volume,  in  1S64,  and  several 
editions  were  issued  during  that  year.  In  the  following 
year,  he  delivered  a poem,  entitled,  Our  Heroic  Themes , 
before  tlie  Phi  Beta  Kappa  Society  of  Harvard  University, 
which  was  enthusiastically  received,  and  subsequently  re- 
peated in  Philadelphia  at  the  re-union  of  the  officers  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac.  His  last  volume,  published  in  1869, 
is  Lumigsmarke,  the  I.egend  of  the  Hounds,  ami  other  J'oems. 
Ill  F 72,  he  was  offered  the  Mission  to  the  Turkish  Em- 
pire by  President  Grant,  and  for  tlie  past  two  years  lie  bus 
resided  at  Constantinople. 


If 


C 


r 


:}‘t  . 


ANDELL,  GEORGE,  Ship  Iluilder,  was  born  in 
Philadelphia,  September  10th,  1787.  He  started 
in  life  with  but  few  advantages;  nevertheless,  by 
industry  and  ability,  he  worked  his  way  to  honor 
and  fortune.  In  his  youth  he  was  apprenticed  to 
William  Preston,  an  old  and  esteemed  boat 
builder,  and,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  was  established  in 
business  as  tlie  partner  of  Isaac  Eyre,  ship  builder.  He 
soon  made  himself  worthy  of  the  patronage  of  the  most 
substantial  of  Philadelphia  shipping  merchants,  Stephen 
Girard  being  among  his  first  customers.  During  the  War 
of  1812,  lie  was  engaged  in  building  Government  vessels, 
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and,  among  others,  the  privateer  “ Snapper  ” for  the  late 
Admiral  Stewart.  I le  also  served  as  (Quartermaster-Sergeant 
to  the  Northern  Liberty  Artillery,  thus  doing-double  serviee 
fur  his  country,  in  contributing  to  the  naval  force  besides 
shouldering  his  musket  for  her  defence.  In  1S2S,  he 
changed  his  business,  and  established  the  lumber-yard  now 
located  on  Beach  street,  above  Laurel.  lie  was  among 
the  originators  of  the  old  Kensington  Bank,  and  the  Ken- 
sington Gas  Company.  lie  is  one  of  the  most  deservedly 
popular  men  in  the  State,  a philanthropist,  a finished  gentle- 
man, kind-hearted  and  generous,  having  numerous  friends 
who  bear  unqualified  testimony  to  his  affability,  integrity 
and  probity  in  his  business  relations,  and  to  steadfastness  in 
his  friendships.  He  has  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  his 
sons  all  established  in  business  in  his  and  their  native 
city,  and  where  his  footsteps  have  been  printed  from 
youth  to  old  age.  \V.  J.  Landell,  late  of  Eyre  & Landell ; 
Isaac  F.  Landell,  managing  partner  in  his  father’s  business; 
and  G.  A.  & E.  A.  Landell,  prosperous  and  highly  esteemed 
oil  manufacturers — are  all  exemplary  sons  of  a worthy  sire. 
He  was  married,  in  May,  iSii.and  the  doth  anniversary 
of  his  nuptials  was  celebrated  May  2d;  1S71,  in  the  presence 
of  his  children,  grandchildren,  and  great-grandchildren — 
numbering  in  all  thirty-eight. 


ANCOCIv,  WINFIELD  SCOTT,  Major-General 
United  States  Army,  was  born  in  Montgomery 
county,  Pennsylvania,  February  14th,  1S24,  and 
is  the  son  of  Benjamin  Franklin  and  Elizabeth 
Hancock,  who  removed  to  Norristown  in  1S28. 
He  attended  the  academy  in  that  town  for  some 
years,  and,  on  July  1st,  1S40,  when  sixteen  years  of  age, 
proceeded  to  West  Point,  whence  he  graduated,  June  30th, 
1S44,  standing  No.  18  in  his  class.  He  was  while  a cadet 
an  associate  of  President  Grant,  Generals  Pleasanton,  Rey- 
nolds, Ord  and  Augur.  He  was  appointed,  July  1st,  1S44, 
Brevet  Second  Lieutenant  Sixth  Infantry,  and  served  upon 
the  western  frontier.  He  was  commissioned  Second  Lieu- 
tenant June  1 Sth,  1846,  and  thereafter  was  conspicuous 
during  the  War  with  Mexico  for  gallantry  displayed  in  the 
several  contests  at  San  Antonio,  Cherubusco,  Molino  del 
Rey,  and  at  the  City  of  Mexico;  in  recognition  of  which  he 
was,  August,  1S48,  brevetted  First  Lieutenant,  to  take  rank 
from  the  date  of  Cherubusco;  he  became  Adjutant  of  his 
regiment  in  1S49.  He  was  appointed  Captain  and  As- 
sistant Quartermaster,  in  November,  1855,  and  at  the  out- 
break of  the  late  Civil  War  exercised  a powerful  influence 
in  Los  Angelos,  California,  to  calm  the  storm  of  passion 
and  fanaticism  which  threatened  to  separate  that  section 
from  its  allegiance  to  the  Union.  Relieved  at  his  own  re- 
quest, he  hastened  to  Washington,  reported  for  service,  and 
was  assigned  to  duty  as  Chief  Quartermaster  on  the  staff  of 
General  Robert  Anderson;  but  before  entering  upon  his 


duties  was — at  the  suggestion  of  General  McClellan — ap- 
pointed by  President  Lincoln  a Brigadier-General  of  Volun- 
teers, September  23d,  1861,  and  placed  in  command  of  a 
brigade  of  four  regiments  attached  to  the  division  of  General 
W.  F.  Smith.  On  October  9th,  1861,  his  command  occu- 
pied Lewinsville,  in  the  advance,  and  was  the  leading 
column  in  the  advance  on  Yorktown;  by  his  brilliant  charge 
on  the  enemy,  April  4th,  1S62,  he  won  the  brevet  rank  of 
Major  United  States  Army.  Ilis  conduct  during  the  Cam- 
paign on  the  Peninsula  led  the  General-in-Chief  to  urge  his 
promotion  to  Major-General  United  States  Volunteers — - 
and  subsequently  to  three  brevet  commissions  in  the  Re- 
gular Army.  He  was  made  a Division  Commander  on  the 
field  of  Antietam.  lie  was  subsequently  conspicuous  for 
bravery  at  Fredericksburg,  and  though  badly  wounded  re- 
fused to  quit  the  field.  A second  time  he  was  recommended 
for  promotion  as  Major-General  United  States  Volunteers, 
and  this  lime  obtained  it.  For  gallantry  at  Chancellors- 
ville,  May,  1863,  he  was  assigned  by  President  Lincoln  to 
the  command  of  the  Second  Corps,  with  which  he  gal- 
lantly opposed  the  advance  of  Lee  at  Gettysburg;  and 
during  the  absence  of  General  Meade  he  commanded  the 
army  until  July  2d.  Not  a plan  of  his  was  changed,  and 
the  result  of  that  desperate  struggle  attests  his  military 
genius.  He  fell  severely  wounded  and  was  borne  from  the 
field.  Though  still  suffering  from  his  wounds,  he  was  or- 
dered to  Washington,  December  15th,  1S63,  and  was  pro- 
minently named  in  official  circles  as  the  future  Commander 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  but  he  disclaimed  all  desire 
for  the  position.  Being  physically  disqualified  for  field 
duty,  he  was  assigned  to  recruit  his  depleted  corps.  All 
through  the  North  an  ovation  from  patriotic  citizens  was 
given  him,  and  swords  of  honor  presented.  He  rejoined 
his  command,  March  1 Sth , 1S64,  and  at  the  battle  of  the 
Wilderness,  May  5th,  was  again  wounded,  though  he  would 
not  qu:  the  field.  Here  he  won  his  Brigadier-Generalship, 
Regular  Army.  He  was  actively  engaged  in  the  Campaign 
of  1864,  until  June  17th,  when  he  was  compelled  to  turn 
over  the  command  of  his  corps  on  account  of  the  wound 
received  at  Gettysburg,  which  had  never  healed.  He  shortly 
after  resumed  duty,  and  for  five  months  was  in  every  con- 
test and  victory.  He  returned  to  Washington,  November, 
1864,  where  he  recruited  the  Veteran  Corps  of  50,000  men. 
In  February,  1 065 , lie  was  appointed  to  Command  the 
Middle  Department,  headquarters  at  Winchester,  Virginia, 
where  he  remained  watching  the  enemy  until  Lee’s  sur- 
render. On  March  13th,  1865,  he  was  breveted  Major- 
General  United  States  Army  for  gallant  and  meritorious 
services  at  Spottsylvania,  and,  July  26th,  1S66,  was  promoted 
to  a Major-Generalship  in  the  army.  Since  the  war  he  has 
Commanded  the  Departments  of  the  Missouri  and  of  the 
Gulf,  and  now  the  Division  of  the  Atlantic.  He  has  been 
prominently  before  the  public  as  a candidate  for  nomina- 
tion by  the  Democratic  party  for  President,  both  in  1868 
and  1S72;  and  at  the  Pennsylvania  Slate  Convention,  1869, 
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was  named  for  the  Governorship  of  his  native  State,  but 
respectfully  declined  the  honor.  He  was  married,  January 
24th,  1S50,  to  Almira,  daughter  of  Samuel  Russell,  a 
prominent  merchant  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 


P. 

0 Campbell,  JAMES  HEPBURN,  Lawyer,  was 
born  at  Williamsport,  Pennsylvania,  February 
Sth,  1820,  and  is  a son  of  Francis  C.  Campbell, 
for  many  years  a leading  member  of  the  bar  in 
that  town  ; and  a grandson  of  Rev.  John  Camp- 
bell, who  was  Rector  of  St.  John's  Episcopal 
Church,  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  for  more  than  thirty  years, 
llis  mother  was  a daughter  of  Judge  Hepburn,  formerly 
of  Northumberland,  Pennsylvania.  I, ike  his  father,  he  was 
destined  for  the  profession  of  the  law,  and  was  admitted  to 
practice  in  1841,  having  graduated  at  the  Law  Department 
of  Dickinson  College,  Carlisle.  He  rapidly  rose  to  eminence, 
and  having  located  at  Pottsville,  secured  a large  and  lucra- 
tive patronage,  and  for  twenty-three  years  of  professional 
life  always  ranked  among  the  most  prominent  men  at  the 
bar.  In  1844,  he  represented  his  District  in  the  Whig 
National  Convention  at  Baltimore,  when  Henry  Clay  re- 
ceived the  nomination  for  the  Presidency,  and  was  one  of 
his  ablest  supporters  in  the  campaign  which  followed.  In 
October,  1S54,  although  residing  in  a district  largely  De- 
mocratic, he  was  elected  as  a Whig  member  of  the  Thirty- 
fourth  Congress,  and  supported  N.  P.  Banks  for  Speaker, 
taking  an  active  part  in  the  prolonged  contest  which  en- 
sued. Though  a new  member,  and  one  of  the  youngest 
men  in  the  House,  he  was  placed  upon  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  In  1S5S,  he  was  again  triumphantly 
elected  to  the  House,  and  took  a leading  part  in  opposition 
to  all  the  measures  of  President  Buchanan’s  administration, 
which  had  in  view  the  extension  of  slavery  to  Kansas  and 
the  Territories.  In  i860,  his  speech  in  opposition  to  the 
Crittenden  Compromise  placed  him  among  the  leaders  of 
that  body.  In  the  same  year,  he  represented  his  State  on 
the  Committee  of  Thirty-three,  of  which  Hon.  Thomas 
Corwin  of  Ohio  was  Chairman.  He  also,  in  iS6o,  carried 
his  district  for  the  third  time  in  an  even  contest,  and  after 
a severe  struggle  by  a handsome  majority.  In  the  stormy 
times  which  followed  he  voted  for  and  advocated  every 
measure  calculated  to  strengthen  the  Government  and  sup- 
press the  Rebellion.  An  uncompromising  friend  of  the 
Union,  he  left  home,  April  17th,  1S61,  to  aid  in  the  de- 
fence of  the  National  Capital,  and  passing  through  the  ruffian 
bands  of  Baltimore,  on  the  19th,  arrived  in  Washington  the 
same  day  and  immediately  enlisted  as  a private  in  Major 
Cassius  M.  Clay’s  battalion,  and  was  engaged  in  active- 
duty  with  that  command  until  its  disbandment.  On  May 
1st,  1S61,  he  was  elected  Major  of  the  25th  Regiment,  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers,  Colonel  Henry  I,.  Cake,  of  the  three- 
months’  service.  He  accepted  the  position,  and  was  en- 


gaged in  active  duties,  until  its  term  expired.  Resuming 
his  seat  in  the  House,  he,  as  Chairman  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  the  Pacific  Railroad,  reported  in  favor  of  the 
middle  route  (the  Southern  being  deemed  impracticable  on 
account  of  the  attitude  of  the  Southern  States),  and  reported 
a bill  complete  in  all  its  details;  and  by  his  tact,  ability,  and 
personal  popularity,  carried  that  great  measure  to  a success- 
ful conclusion.  In  1863,  during  the  Invasion  of  Pennsyl- 
vania by  General  Lee,  in  connection  with  the  late  lamented 
General  Jqmes  Nagle,  he  raised  a regiment  of  1100  men, 
and  proceeded  to  the  seat  of  conflict.  General  Nagle,  then 
Colonel  of  the  39th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  was  appointed 
a Brigadier-General,  and  James  II.  Campbell  was  left  in 
command  of  the  39th,  as  its  Lieutenant-Colonel.  After  it 
was  mustered  out  of  service,  he- was  tendered  the  appoint- 
ment, by  Secretary  Seward,  of  Judge,  under  the  Treaty  with 
Great  Britain,  of  the  Court  for  the  Suppression  of  the  African 
Slave  Trade,  to  reside  at  Capetown,  Africa,  but  he  declined. 
In  1864,  he  was  named  by  President  Lincoln,  United  States 
Minister  to  Sweden  and  Norway,  which  he  accepted,  took 
up  his  residence  in  Stockholm,  and  continued  there  three 
years.  He  acquired  the  language,  and  made  himself 
familiar  with  their  laws,  customs,  traditions,  and  commerce. 
He  travelled  in  1865,  far  up  the  coast  of  Norway,  within 
the  Arctic  Circle,  and  witnessed  that  grand  spectacle — the 
midnight  sun.  In  March,  1867,  he  was  tendered,  by 
President  Johnson,  the  Mission  to  the  United  States  of 
Colombia,  South  America;  but  he  declined,  giving  as  his 
reason  that  his  “ views  of  public  and  political  questions  were 
not  in  harmony  with  those  of  the  Executive.”  He  returned 
to  the  United  States  in  the  autumn  of  1867,  and  has  since 
resided  in  Philadelphia,  pursuing  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion. He  was  married,  in  1843,  to  Juliet  II.  L.,  a daughter 
of  Chief  Justice  Ellis  Lewis,  a lady  of  rare  intellectual 
culture. 


Y'.s  RMSTRONG,  WILLIAM  IL,  Lawyer,  was  born 
at  Williamsport,  Lycoming  county,  Pennsylvania, 
5 September  7th,  1S24,  and  is  a son  of  Hon.  James 
Armstrong,  an  eminent  jurist  who  was  appointed 
o)  Lj  6 by  Governor  Pollock  a Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Pennsylvania,  and  remained  on  the 
bench  until  the  office  became  elective,  when  he  declined 
being  a candidate.  William  was  educated  at  the  College 
of  New  Jersey,  at  Princeton,  and  graduated  therefrom  at 
the  centennial  commencement  in  1S47.  He  was  a classmate 
of  Secretary  Robeson,  and  while  a member  of  the  senior 
class,  Secretary  Belknap  was  a junior.  A warm  personal 
friendship  was  entertained  by  him  for  these  two  prominent 
gentlemen,  and  it  has  been  maintained  to  the  present  time. 
He  studied  law  under  the  preceptorship  of  his  father,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Lycoming  county,  in  1850. 
Having  married  a Philadelphia  lady,  he  removed  to  that 
city  in  1S54,  opened  a law-office,  and  rapidly  acquired  a 
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lucrative  practice;  but,  in  1856,  he  was  stricken  down  with 
sickness,  from  which  he  did  not  entirely  recover  for  years. 
Convalescing  in  1S57,  he  passed  a year  abroad,  travelling 
through  many  countries  in  Europe,  beside  paying  a visit  to 
Egypt,  and  returned  to  America  via  Cuba.  lie  now  located 
at  Williamsport,  for  the  benefit  of  the  country  air,  and 
gradually  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession.  lie  served 
in  the  Legislature,  during  the  memorable  sessions  of 
1861-62,  the  first  year  of  the  rebellion;  and  in  1862,  was 
the  Republican  candidate  for  Speaker.  He  was  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  had  the  honor 
of  having  his  report  passed  through  three  readings  in  one 
day,  and  adopted  without  amendment.  In  1S63,  he  was 
tendered  the  nomination  as  President  Judge  of  the  1 wenty- 
sixth  Judicial  District,  but  he  declined  the  same.  In  1868, 
he  was  elected  to  the  Forty-first  Congress,  and  served  in 
that  body  for  two  years  with  pronounced  distinction.  While 
a member,  he  introduced  the  measure  which  has  resulted  in 
National  Civil-Service  Legislation  ; and  also,  another  which 
settled  the  long  vexed  question  between  the  Senate  and  the 
House  as  to  the  right  of  the  President,  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  to  conclude  Treaties  with  the  Indians. 
The  long  subsequent  debates  which  ensued  on  this  measure 
have  become  matters  of  history,  and  now  show  that  which 
was  gracefully  conceded  by  his  contemporaries,  namely, 
that  the  measures  were  of  the  utmost  natural  and  national 
importance.  In  1S70,  he  was  nominated  for  re-election, 
but  owing  to  local  troubles  was  defeated  by  only  twenty- 
seven  votes.  He  was  urged  to  contest  the  seat,  but  em- 
phatically refused,  nor  would  he  consent  to  be  again  a 
candidate.  In  1872,  he  was  nominated  with  great  unanimity 
as  a candidate  for  the  Constitutional  Convention’  of  the 
Commonwealth,  to  which  lie  was  elected.  When  that  body  as- 
sembled, he  was  prominently  named  for  President,  and  would 
have  been  the  choice  of  the  members,  had  they  not  remem- 
bered that  William  M.  Meredith  was  the  oldest  survivor 
of  the  Convention  of  1837-38,  and  accordingly  unanimously 
chosen  that  distinguished  statesman.  In  this  body,  he  was 
an  able  and  zealous  member,  and  served  upon  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Executive  Department,  also  as  Chairman  of  the 
Judiciary  Committee.  He  has  been  prominently  named  for 
a seat  in  the  Cabinet  of  President  Grant,  and  has  been  fre- 
quently urged  for  other  positions  in  the  State  and  National 
Governments. 


’INNLY,  ASAIIEL  CLARK,  Banker  and  Lumber 
Merchant,  was  born  at  Shrewsbury,  Rutland 
county,  Ycrmont,  in  1824,  and  when  twenty-three 
years  of  age  removed  to  Le  Roy,  Genessee  county, 
New  York.  Subsequently,  he  settled  at  Mcad- 
ville,  Pennsylvania;  was  elected  Cashier  of  the 
Crawford  County  Bank,  and  continued  to  fill  the  position 
while  a resident  there.  In  1.859,  he  went  to  Clearfield, 
where  he  established  a private  banking-house,  which  he 


successfully  operated  until  1S65,  when  in  connection  with 
others  he  founded  the  First  National  Bank  of  Clearfield, 
ami  subsequently  engaged  in  the  lumber  business,  which  he 
still  continues.  In  the  fall  of  1S72,  he  was  elected  a dele- 
gate to  the  Convention  to  form  a New  Constitution  for 
Pennsylvania,  and  in  that  body  became  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Legislation.  Not  being  a member  of  the 
legal  fraternity,  or  gifted  with  that  ready  flow  of  language 
so  essential  to  the  forum,  he  contented  himself  with  serving 
his  constituents  by  being  a hard  worker  in  committee,  and 
a punctual  and  steadfast  attendant  on  the  public  sessions 
of  the  body,  in  which  he  won  many  friends  by  his  liberal 
views,  good,  judgment,  and  toleration.  Ilis  brother, 
Darwin  Finney,  was  for  a long  time  a prominent  member 
of  Congress,  y 

* ' ! . 

EATH,  ROBERT  BURNS,  Surveyor-General  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  was  born  in 
Philadelphia,  January  26th,  1839,  of  Scotch 
parentage  and  ancestry.  Ilis  education  was 
obtained  in  the  public  schools  until  he  was  fifteen 
years  old,  when  he  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the 
trade  of  machine  blacksmith,  at  Merrick’s  Southwark 
Foundry,  in  1854,  and  worked  there  until  the  breaking  out 
of  the  rebellion.  He  enlisted  as  a private,  April  20th,  1861, 
in  the  23d  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  for  three 
months’  service.  On  the  expiration  of  his  term,  he  again 
enlisted  as  a private,  September  5th,  1861,  in  the  88th 
Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  for  three  years’  service  ; 
was' appointed  Third  Sergeant,  and  subsequently  Second, 
and  First  Sergeant.  At  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run,  he 
was  slightly  wounded  in  the  foot.  He  was  commissioned 
Second  Lieutenant,  September  181I1,  1862,  and  served 
through  many  bloody  engagements  with  his  command.  On 
August  26th,  1S63,  after  appearing  before  Casey’s  Board, 
for  the  examination  of  officers  for  colored  troops,  he  was 
commissioned  Captain  of  6th  Regiment,  United  States 
Colored  Troops  ; and  with  his  company  and  regiment  par- 
ticipated in  all  the  engagements  in  the  army  of  the  James, 
under  ■ General  Butler,  and  in  the  siege  of  Petersburg  was 
daily  unde’r  fire.  On  September  2Sth,  1864,  the  regiment, 
depleted  in*  numbers  by  many  deaths,  reported  for  duty  to 
General  Birney  of  the  Tenth  Corps,  and  he  assigned  to  it 
the  post  of  honor- — to  lead  the  charge  on  the  rebel  works  at 
New  Market,  Virginia.  The  battle  took  place  the  next  day, 
and  the  regiment  came  out  of  that  desperate  charge  with 
hardly  a third  of  its  numbers  unwounded  or  alive,  lie  was 
severely  wounded,  and  two  days  afterward,  his  right  leg  was 
amputated,  in  the  hospital ; he  was  subsequently  attacked 
by  gangrene,  and  his  life,  for  a long  time,  was  despaired  of. 
In  January,  1S65,  he  was  enabled  to  return  home,  and  was 
assigned  to  duty  at  Camp  William  Penn,  where  he  remained 
until  able  to  wear  an  artificial  leg.  He  returned  to  the 
regiment  in  August,  1865,  and  was  then  assigned  to  the 
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charge  of  the  counties  of  Brunswick  and  Ilanover,  North 
Carolina,  as  Assistant  Commissioner,  Freedman’s  Bureau, 
lie  was  mustered  out  of  the  service,  as  Captain,  September 
20th,  1S65,  receiving  l.is  commission  as  Lieutenant-Colonel 
when  the  regiment  was  finally  paid  off  in  Philadelphia. 
Being  unable  to  resume  li is  former  avocation,  by  reason  of 
his  physical  condition,  he  studied  book-keeping,  and  received 
an  appointment  in  the  office  of  Recorder  of  Deeds,  and 
afterwards  in  the  Philadelphia  Post-office,  as  Sub-Postmaster 
at  Station  I).  In  July,  1867,  he  resigned  from  this  position 
to  accept  a situation  as  book-keeper  in  a large  colliery  in 
Schuylkill  county,  Pennsylvania.  On  the  formation  of  the 
Anthracite  Board  of  Trade,  he  was  elected  its  Secretary; 
and  so  served  until  his  removal  to  Harrisburg,  to  enter  upon 
the  duties  of  Surveyor-General  of  the  Commonwealth,  having 
been  elected  thereto,  October,  1871,  by  a majority  of  20,- 
310  over  the  Democratic  candidate.  He  is  the  youngest 
man  ever  elected  on  a State  ticket  in  Pennsylvania,  not 
having  then  attained  his  thirty-third  year.  He  has  served 
four  years  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Department  of 
Pennsylvania,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  one  term 
as  Commander. 

ATTERSON,  JOHN  DEAN,  Mayor  of  Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania,  was  born  at  Williamsburg,  Blair 
county,  Pennsylvania,  November  1st,  1842;  is  a 
son  of  Thomas  S.,  and  Margaret  Patterson,  and 
of  Scotch  and  Irish  extraction.  lie  received  a 
common  school  education,  and  when  eighteen, 
commenced  the  life  of  a teacher  in  his  native  county,  so 
continuing  for  three  years;  in  the  last  year,  having  proved 
himself  thoroughly  competent  for  the  position,  he  was 
engage'!  by  Professor  Geddes,  of  the  Williamsburg  Academy, 
as  his  assistant.  In  August,  1862,  he  enlisted  as  a private 
soldier  in  a regiment,  which  became  an  integral  part  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  was  stationed  on  the  Virginia 
Peninsula.  He  participated  in  all  the  hard  fought  battles 
which  took  place  during  the  several  campaigns,  including 
Antietam  and  Chancellorsville,  and  after  closing  an  honor- 
able military  record  in  defence  of  the  union  was  mustered 
out  of  the  service  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment. 
On  returning  to  civil  life,  he  entered  the  “ Iron  City  Com- 
mercial School,”  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  and  thoroughly 
mastered  the  course  of  studies  in  that  college.  1 1 is  abilities 
and  aptitude  for  imparting  the  information  he  had  acquired 
to  others  less  informed  was  speedily  recognized  by  his 
instructors,  who  retained  him  to  fill  the  position  of  assistant 
in  the  school,  which  lie  held  for  a considerable  period.  He 
was  subsequently  tendered  and  accepted  a position  in  the 
service  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company,  at  Altoona, 
Pennsylvania,  being  afterwards  transferred — still  in  the 
service  of  the  same  corporation — to  the  city  of  Harrisburg. 
He  still  remains  with  the  company,  always  fulfilling  the 
duties  entrusted  to  him,  so  as  to  meet  the  requirements  and 


command  the  highest  respect  and  approval  of  the  officials 
of  the  company.  In  1871,  he  was  elected  to  the  Common 
Council  of  the  city,  of  which  body  he  proved  a valuable 
member,  and  of  which  he  was  chosen  Chairman  in  the  fall 
of  1872.  He  was  not  only  the  youngest  member  of  Coun- 
cils, but  the  youngest  man  that  had  ever  been  elected  to  a 
position  in  that  body.  At  the  re-organization  of  councils  in 
the  fall  of  1S73,  having  given  such  general  satisfaction  as 
its  presiding  officer  in  the  official  year  just  closed,  he  was 
solicited  to  again  become  Chairman  for  a second  term,  but 
declined  the  honor.  In  January,  1874,  he  was  nominated 
by  the  Republican  party  as  their  candidate  for  the  Mayoralty, 
and  after  the  most  stoutly  contested  political  campaign  the 
city  ever  witnessed,  was  elected  by  a very  handsome 
majority.  He  is  a man  of  modest  and  unassuming  bearing, 
of  an  affable  and  courteous  disposition,  and  one  who  cannot 
fail  to  win  and  maintain  the  regard  and  respect  of  his 
associates. 


C/fM-EMING,  JAMES,  M.  D.,  D.  D.  S.,  Physician  and 
Dental  Surgeon,  was  born  in  Washington  county, 
Pennsylvania,  and  when  very  young  removed  to 
Harrisburg.  On  his  father’s  side,  he  is  of  Scotch- 
Irish  extraction,  and  his  mother  is  descended  from 
the  Buckets,  a family  well  known  in  Welsh 
1 1 is  education  was  commenced  when  he  was  but  a 
child,  and  carefully  attended  to;  a laudable  ambition  to 
excel  in  his  studies  being  constantly  encouraged.  The 
influence  of  his  mother,  in  this  direction,  was  of  great  benefit 
to  him,  and  its  good  effect  has  continued  through  his  life. 
Being  thrown  upon  his  own  resources,  at  the  age  of  eighteen, 
he  resolved  to  educate  himself  by  alternately  acting  as 
teacher  and  pupil.  For  seven  years  he  pursued  this  course, 
and  acquired  a considerable  reputation  as  a teacher  and 
scholar.  He  discovered  that  while  he  was  instructing 
others,  he  was  constantly  improving  himself;  and  he  gradu- 
ally advanced  in  the  several  branches  of  an  Academical 
course,  taking  up  some  as  specialties,  and  teaching  in 
private  classes.  Much  of  this  time  he  passed  in  the  West, 
including  portions  of  Ohio  and  Kentucky.  He  was  subse- 
quently engaged  at  the  St.  James  Academy,  in  Maryland, 
where  the  higher  branches  of  mathematics  and  ancient 
languages  occupied  the  most  of  his  attention  ; at  a later  date 
he  studied  French.  When  about  twenty-five  years  old,  he 
commenced  the  study  of  medicine,  pursued  it  with  ardor, 
and  graduated  with  special  honor  at  the  Jefferson  Medical 
College,  Philadelphia,  in  the  spring  of  183S.  This  was  the 
period,  in  the  history  of  that  school,  when  the  experiment 
of  written  examinations  was  tried — but  it  was  so  severe  a 
test,  that  it  was  soon  abandoned.  For  about  four  years 
thereafter,  he  practised  his  profession,  but  found  it  loo 
laborious  for  a slender  constitution.  About  this  time  the 
specialty  of  dental  surgery  was  in  its  infancy;  a few  bright 
lights  in  the  larger  cities  being  all  the  profession  contained. 
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Observing  Ihe  necessity  for  good  operators  in  this  field,  he 
repaired  to  Philadelphia,  and  expended  much  means  and 
time  in  acquiring  a thorough  knowledge  of  all  that  could  be 
then  learned.  On  his  return  to  Harrisburg,  he  commenced 
the  practice  of  this  new  profession,  and  with  all  the  success 
that  his  most  sanguine  expectations  ever  anticipated,  lie 
has  been,  for  a long  time,  a contributor  to  both  medical  and 
dental  journals.  lie  \vas  a member  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Association  of  Dental  Surgeons,  and  one  of  the  original 
advocates  of  the  establishment  of  a dental  college  in  Phila- 
delphia, in  which  he  was  subsequently  tendered,  but  declined, 
a professorship.  lie  has  been  a member  of  the  American 
Society  of  Dental  Surgeons,  and  has  been  twice  the  recipient 
of  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Dental  Surgery.  . lie 
has  never  been  ambitious  for  distinction  or  notoriety;  but 
has  accepted  only  such  quiet,  positions  as  he  considered 
honorable.  He  is  a Director  in  the  Harrisburg  National 
Bank  ; and  is  President  of  the  Board  of  School  Directors 
of  the  city.  He  is  a member  of  tbe  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  an  elder  of  the  same.  He  was  married,  in  1852,10 
Jeannette  Street,  of  Cheshire,  Connecticut,  a lineal  descen- 
dant of  Rev.  John  Davenport,  the  founder  of  New  Haven, 
and  also  of  Oliver  Walcott,  a signer  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence.  Ilis  family  consists  of  two  children,  a 
daughter  and  a son.  ... 


| AILEY,  GEORGE,  M.  D.,  Iron  Manufatcurer,  is 
a native  of  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  where' 
he  was  born  in  the  year  1S27.  lie  is  a son  of 
Joseph  Bailey,  who  at  that  date  was  engaged’ in 
farming,  but,  in  1838,  removed  to  Coatesville, 
where  he  became  interested  in  the  production 
of  boiler  iron  at  the  old  “ Lukens  Mill,”  where  tbe  manu- 
facture of  that  description  of  iron  was  first  carried  on,  to  any 
extent,  in  this  country.  In  1844,  Joseph  Bailey  removed  to 
Berks  county,  near  Pottstown,  where  lie  erected  iron  works, 
and  where  he  is  still  engaged  (April,  1 S 74 ) in  its  manufac- 
ture. His  son,  George,  meanwhile,  was  receiving  his  edu- 
cation at  an  academy  under  the  care  of  the  (Orthodox) 
Eriends,  and  afterwards  taught  Latin  and  Greek,  for  two 
years,  in  the  same  institution.  He  commenced  the  study 
of  medicine,  in  1848,  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
graduated  therefrom,  in  1851,  but  never  practised  the  pro- 
fession. It  was  at  his  father’s  works,  in  Berks  county,  that 
he  obtained  his  first  insight  into  the  manufacture  of  iron  ; 
and  his  preference  lying  in  that  direction,  he  abandoned 
medicine,  and  with  his  brother  embarked  in  the  enterprise, 
erecting  their  mill  in  Harrisburg,  in  1 85 2— ’53.  Here,  in  a 
small  way,  they  entered  upon  the  manufacture  of  boiler  iron, 
gradually  enlarging  the  works  as  time  rolled  on.  In  1S58, 
they  added  a nail  factory  to  their  works,  and  since  that 
period  have  been  largely  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
plate  and  nails.  From  the  date  of  tbe  commencement 
of  the  works  in  Harrisburg,  until  1S66,  he  resided  in  that 


city,  but  in  the  last  named  year  he  removed  his  family  to 
Philadelphia,  still  passing  at  least  two-thirds  of  his  time  in 
Harrisburg,  where  his  interests  are  located.  During  and 
since  his  residence  in  Harrisburg,  he  has  been  a trustee 
of  several  charitable  institutions,  and  also  a member  of  its 
councils;  and  has  always  taken  a great  interest  in  anything 
that,  in  his  opinion,  would  advance  the  prosperity  of  the 
city,  where  he  so  long  resided,  and  which  he  considers  as 
destined  to  become  a great  manufacturing  centre.  In  this 
connection  it  may  be  remarked  that  both  himself  and 
brother,  in  inaugurating  their  enterprise,  gave  the  first 
impetus  towards  the  establishment  of  industrial  works  in 
that  city;  and  have  probably  done  more  than  any  others  to 
advance  its<manufacturing  interests,  as  they  recognized,  at 
an  early  day,-  its  advantages  for  the  distribution  of  manufac- 
tured gbodso  He  was  married,  in  1851,  to  a daughter  of 
Benjamin  -Eif Valentine,  of  Philadelphia,  and  has  a family 
of  three  daughters. 


LYMER,  IIIESTER,  of  Reading,  Pennsylvania, 
■'  is  a descendant  of  Richard  Clytner,  a shipping 
merchant  and  ship  builder,  of  Philadelphia,  who 
f came  from  Bristol,  England,  in  1705.  Richard 
Clytner  had  two  sons,  William  and  Christopher. 

' The  latter  was  the  father  of  George  Clymer,  a 
signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  William,  who 
was  a mariner,  land  ».  captain  in  the  British  Navy  during 
the  reign  of  George  II.,  married  Anna  Roberdeau,  a sister 
of  General  Daniel  Roberdeau,  of  the  Revolution,  by  whom 
he  had  but  one  child,  Daniel  Cunyngham  Clymer,  w ho  w'as 
born  in  Philadelphia,  in  the  year  1747,  and  educated  to  the 
law.  After  practising  fur  some  time  at  the  Philadelphia 
bar,  be  came  to  Reading,  several  years  before  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  was,  up  to  the  year  1S10,  one  of  the  leading 
lawyers  of  Berks  and  the  adjoining  counties.  lie  W'as 
Secretary  of  the  meeting  of  “The  officers  and  privates  of 
the  fifty-three  battalions  of  the  Associators  of  the  Colony 
of  Pennsylvania,”  at  which  George  Ross  presided,  held  at 
Lancaster  on  the  mentorqble  4th  of  July,  1776,  “to  chose 
two  Brigadier-Generals  to  command  the  battalions  and 
forces  in  said  colony,”  and  at  which  his  uncle.  General 
Roberdeau,  was  elected  First  Brigadier-General.  He  was 
a Colonel  and  Deputy  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners 
during  the  Revolutionary  War.  Ilis  first  commission,  as  a 
Lieutenant  Colonel,  was  issued  by  the  Assembly  of  Penn- 
sylvania, April  8th,  1776,  and  was  signed  by  John  Morton, 
one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  He 
left  one  daughter,  and  two  sons,  William  and  Edward 
Tilghman  Clymer.  The  latter  married  Maria  Catharine,  a 
daughter  of  William  I Hester,  of  Bern  township,  Berks 
county,  who  w'as  a cousin  of  Joseph  Iliester,  Governor  of 
Pennsylvania  from  1817  to  1S20,  and  resided  on  his  farm 
adjoining  the  village  of  Morgantown,  in  Caernarvon  town- 
ship, Berks  county,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1831. 
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Hiester  Clymer,  one  of  the  sons  of  Edward  T.  Clymer,  was 
horn  in  Caernarvon  township,  Berks  county,  November  3d, 
1S27.  lie  received  his  preliminary  education  at  Reading, 
and  graduated  in  1847,  at  the  College  of  New  Jersey, 
(Nassau  Hall)  Princeton,  at  which  institution  his  father  and 
grandfather  were  also  educated.  He  then  commenced  the 
study  of  the  law,  and  was  admitted  to  practice  at  the  bar 
of  Berks  county,  April  6th,  1849.  In  1851,  he  went  to 
Pottsville,  Schuylkill  county,  where  he  remained  five  years 
in  successful  practice.  In  1S56,  he  returned  to  Reading. 
I11  i860,  he  served  as  a member  of  the  Board  of  Revenue 
Commissioners,  and  was  a Delegate  to  the  National  Demo- 
cratic Convention  held  at  Charleston,  in  the  spring  of  that 
year.  I11  October,  i860,  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate, 
to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Benjamin  Nunc- 
macher.  In  October,  1861,  he  was  elected  for  the  full  term  ; 
and  in  October,  1S64,  re-elected  for  a third -term.  Ilis 
course  as  Senator  was  distinguished  for  dignity  and  courtesy 
of  demeanor,  readiness,  force  and  eloquence  in  debate,  and 
steadfast  devotion  to  the  best  interests  of  the  Commonwealth. 
Ilis  discussion  with  Senator  A.  K.  McClure,  in  February, 
1S61,  on  the  repeal  of  the  tonnage  tax  on  the  traffic  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company,  brought  him  prominently 
before  the  people,  and  established  for  him  an  enduring 
reputation  as  a parliamentary  debater  and  a statesman 
thoroughly  informed  in  the  grave  questions  of  inter-State 
trade  and  domestic  finance  which  that  discussion  involved. 
In  March,  1S66,  he  was  nominated  as  the  Democratic 
candidate  for  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  and  immediately 
resigned  his  scat  in  the  Senate.  lie  made  a vigorous  and 
remarkably  energetic  canvass  of  the  State,  speaking  to  large 
meetings  of  his  fellow-citizens  in  nearly  every  county,  and 
everywhere  making  a deep  impression  upon  them  by  the 
nervous  eloquence  of  his  speech  and  his  frank  and  forcible 
presentation  of  the  various  issues  upon  which  their  decision 
was  invoked.  Although  he  received  a larger  vote  than  had 
ever  been  previously  given  to  any  Democratic  candidate  for 
the  same  office,  his  competitor,  the  late  Governor  Geary, 
was  declared  elected,  In  1S6S,  he  was  a Delegate  to  the 
National  Democratic  Convention,  which  met  July  4th,  in 
Tammany  Hall,  New  York,  and  nominated  Horatio  Sey- 
mour for  President,  In  the  spring  of  1S70,  on  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Board  of  Public  Charities,  with  supervisory 
powers  over  the  treatment  of  the  insane  poor  confined  in 
the  hospitals  of  the  State,  he  was  appointed  by  Governor 
Geary  one  of  the  Commissioners  under  the  Act  of  Assembly 
creating  that  board — a graceful  compliment  from  his  former 
antagonist  on  the  stump — in  which  position  of  trust  he  still 
continues.  In  the  autumn  of  the  same  year,  he  visited 
Europe,  and  after  a tour  through  England  and  the  Continent, 
returned  in  the  fall  of  1871.  In  October,  1S72,  he  was 
elected  to  represent  the  district  of  Berks  county  in  the 
Forty-third  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  look  his  seat, 
December  1st,  1873.  lie  is  a member  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Revision  of  the  Laws;  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 


and  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library  of  Congress.  He 
was  married,  in  1S56,  to  Elizabeth  Mary,  daughter  of 
Matthew  Brooke,  of  Birdsboro’,  Berks  county,  and  had  two 
children — a son  and  daughter — both  of  whom  are  deceased. 
Mrs.  Clymer  died  in  October,  1870. 


ANCOAST,  JOSEPH,  M.  D.,  Physician  and  Sur- 
geon, was  born  in  Burlington  county,  New  Jersey, 
in  1805.  Adopting  the  profession  of  medicine 
and  surgery,  he  studied  the  same  at  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  graduated  therefrom  in 
1828,  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  He  at  once 
commenced  practice,  and  made  surgery  his  specialty.  He 
began  teaching  Practical  Anatomy  and  Surgery,  in  1831  ; 
and  during  the  same  year  edited  a Treatise  on  the  'Structure, 
Functions,  and  Diseases  of  the  Human  Sympathetic  ATerve, 
by  J.  Frederick  Lobstein.  In  1834,  he  was  elected  one  of 
the  Physicians  of  the  Philadelphia  Hospital,  Blockley; 
shortly  afterwards,  Physician-in  Chief  to  the  Children’s 
Hospital,  in  the  same  institution  : and  from  1S38  to  1845, 
he  was  one  of  the  Visiting  Surgeons  to  the  same  hospital. 
In  1838,  he  was  elected  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  Jefferson 
Medical  College.  In  1844,  he  published  his  Treatise  on 
Operative  Surgery,  which  he  revised  and  enlarged  in  1S52, 
when  it  had  passed  to  a third  edition.  During  the  first  nine 
years  of  its  existence,  upwards  of  four  thousand  copies  were 
sold.  He  also,  in  1844,  remodelled  the  able  work — origin- 
ally written  by  Dr.  Casper  Wistar,  to  which  the  late  Profes- 
sor' William  E,  Horner  had  made  valuable  additions — 
entitled,  A System  of  Anatomy  for  the  use  of  Students.  On 
March  27th,  1854,  he  was  elected  one  of  the  Surgeons  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  and  resigned  that  position  on 
February  29th,  1S64  ; in  1861 , Professor  of  Anatomy  in  Jeffer- 
son Medical  College,  from  which  lie  resigned,  in  1874,  and 
was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Dr.  William  II.  Pancoast.  He 
thus  filled  for  a period  of  thirty-six  years,  successively,  two 
of  the  most  important  chairs  in  that  celebrated  school.  He 
has  also  edited  at  sundry  times,  Manec  on  the  Great  Sym- 
pathetic Nerve,  and  the  Cerebrp-Spinal  System  in  Man,  by 
the  same  author;  and  subsequently,  Quain's  Anatomical 
Plates.  He  has  been  a voluminous  contributor  to  the 
American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences  ; the  American 
Medical  Intelligencer,  and  the  Medical  Examiner ; beside 
publishing  various  monograph's,  both  pathological  and  sur- 
gical, and,  at  the  time,  the  then  novel  department  of  plastic 
surgery.  He  has  also  published  sundry  essays  and  intro- 
ductory lectures  to  bis  class  ; the  one  of  1S56,  is  entitled, 
Professional  Glimpses  Abroad.  He  is  a member  of  the 
American  Philosophical  Society,  of  the  College  of  Pharmacy, 
and  other  scientific  institutions.  He  is  one  of  the  most 
eminent  of  American  surgeons:  is  bold,  rapid,  and  skilful 
with  the  use  of  the  knife,  and  in  diagnosis  almost  invariably 
correct. 


" „ ••  ,Wf  ,H  ...  ' 

.0^1  h"  0 fti  ! <’■>  .-:"K 


j.ii,  r "•  -f  M ,1 '’! ' *T  .Ti«A  • '^V  / 1 

InnSfn  il  4 ■ ' 


bit  ft  wriJfi>  ■ I n-  III  |H  I >/  us  ‘ t 

.1,1,  • Iiitftu  ,-u'l  ■ It  ■}•'■  '■  I * I ■ • TJ*1"  Ml”C  r 

m,  | Jj  .....  • i iM/tn  Sll  .',V  . If  ! 

, k,  , . •’  "A  >*■  I 

, >-  i. . 7 sklc  . 

uni  .,() 


.-.jfi  ni:  .ii...  Me.  v.  V.  ■■■'  ' i ' 1 ■Al"  ' 

,.  1 -.ft  !'7'.n-u| 


t !.'■  ,1; 


to.).  I'1.:. 


,1  . 

it'll 

J ■ 1717, 

.?i.  m j.  viilj*;  Jj;l L ; l1  ’'I ■ 


' 's  .i 


' 


i 


HICK  i K A PI  1 1( ' A 1 . FNCYCLOP.FDIA. 


377 


Oj/.'n 

i 


<sr 

company 


YRE,  IION.  JOSIIUA  HUSKY,  Merchant,  was 
horn  in  Chester,  Pennsylvania,  July  14th,  1S03. 
Caleb  Pusey,  a maternal  ancestor,  came  bom 
England  as  the  representative  of  William  lVnn, 
with  the  first  expedition  sent  out  by  the  latter. 
His  paternal  ancestor  was  also  one  of  the  same 
and  the  family  having  settled  in  the  vicinity  of 
Chester,  became  the  proprietors  of  a large  landed  estate,  a 
considerable  portion  of  which  is  still  in  possession  of  the 
family.  1 1 is  father,  Jonas  Eyre,  was  born,  April  eSth,  1767, 
and  died,  March  21st,  1836;  the  mother,  Susanna  (Puscy) 
Eyre,  was  born,  October  17th,  1776,  and  died,  October 
27th,  1S41.  lie  received  all  his  education  in  the  common 
schools,  which  at  that  date  afforded  limited  advantages, 
lie  served  an  apprenticeship  to  the  dry  goods  business  with 
Townsend  Sharpless,  of  Philadelphia;  and  after  the  expira- 
tion of  his  term,  returned  to  Chester,  where  he  engaged  in 
general  merchandizing  on  his  own  account.  He  sulise- 
qucnlly  became  associated  with  his  brother,  William  Eyre, 
Jr.,  in  the  lumber  and  coal  business,  which  they  continued 
until  March  25th,  1S47.  He  was  elected  to  the  State 
Legislature,  in  1S41  ; but  after  the  expiration  of  his  term 
declined  a re-election,  and  ever  thereafter  eschewed  political 
office,  lie  was  a prime  mover  in  the  organization  of  the 
Farmer’s  Market,  in  Philadelphia;  and  was  the  first  Presi- 
dent of  the  association,  continuing  in  that  office  for  several 
years.  He  was  also  an  originator  of  the  Chester  Rural 
Cemetery  Company,  of  which  he  was  President ; a Director 
of  the  Delaware  Mutual  Insurance  Company;  and  formally 
years  previous  to  his  death,  on  April  1st,  1872,  had  been  a 
Director  of  the  Delaware  County  National  Rank.  He  was 
a man  universally  esteemed  for  his  integrity  and  worth. 


OUGLASS,  JOSHUA,  Lawyer,  was  born  in 
Rochester,  New  York,  August  1st,  1826.  His 
parents  were  of  the  thrifty  stock  of  New  England, 
his  mother,  Martha  (Crocker),  being  a native  of 
Vermont,  and  his  father  coming  originally  from 
East  lladdam,  Connecticut.  When  he  was  about 
six  years  of  age  the  family  removed  to  Meadville,  and  in 
the  schools  of  this  place  he  acquired  his  preliminary  educa- 
tion, completing  his  studies  by  an  extended  course  of  several 
years  at  the  academy.  In  his  twentieth  year  he  engaged, 
in  connection  with  his  father,  in  farming,  continuing  so  em- 
ployed for  four  years.  In  1S50,  shortly  after  the  breaking 
out  of  the  “ gold  fever,”  he  emigrated  to  California,  thinking 
to  force  from  the  earth  a larger  and  more  speedy  fortune 
than  could  be  obtained  by  the  slow  means  of  farming.  An 
experience  of  about  eighteen  months  sent  him  home  to 
Pennsylvania,  where  fur  two  winters  he  was  engaged  in 
teaching  school.  He  had  already  determined  upon  becom- 
ing a lawyer,  and  during  his  leisure  time  from  school  duties 
he  was  industriously  employed  in  completing  the  necessary 
4S 


course  of  legal  reading  and  study.  He  passed  his  examina- 
tion and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  April,  1S54.  For 
twelv  e years  he  was  associated  in  a law  partnership  with 
Darwin  Finney,  of  Meadville,  who  was  a State  Senator  dur- 
ing this  connection,  and  subsequently  a member  of  Congress. 
This  partnership  was  dissolved  in  1866,  and  for  the  following 
three  years  he  conducted  his  business  alone,  but  in  1869  he 
associated  with  him  Colonel  D.  C.  McCoy  (late  Colonel  of 
the  83d  Regiment  of  Pennsylvania  Volunteers),  which 
business  connection  still  continues,  l'or  nine  years  he  held 
an  influential  position  in  the  School  Board  of  Meadville. 
In  1S70,  he  was  a candidate,  on  the  Republican  ticket,  for 
President  Judge  of  his  district.  He  has  been  counsel  for 
several  of  the  railroad  corporations  of  his  section,  and  has 
for  some  time  occupied  that  official  post  in  the  Titusville  and 
Petroleum  Centre  Companies,  lie  was  married,  in  October, 
1853,  toLavanlia  Dcnsmore,  of  that  section  of  Pennsylvania. 


ACKEY,  ROBERT  W.,  Stale  Treasurer  and  Vice- 
” President  of  the  Allegheny  National  Batik  of 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  is  a native  of  that  city, 
where  he  was  born,  December  22d,  1837,  and  is 
the  fourth  son  of  Robert,  and  Rebecca  (Howard) 
Mackey';  his  father  being  of  Irish,  and  his  mother 
of  English  descent.  lie  was  educated  in  both  the  public 
schools  and  private  academies  of  the  city,  and  he  finished 
his  studies  in  the  Western  University.  After  leaving  college, 
lie  obtained  a clerkship  in  the  banking  house  of  William  A. 
Hill,  where  he  remained  for  a long  time,  and  then  took  a 
similar  position  in  the  Allegheny  Bank  of  Pittsburgh.  After 
being  found  capable  and  industrious,  he  was  elected  Teller, 
and  soon  after  Assistant-Cashier.  In  1865,  he  became 
Cashier;  which  position  he  retained  until  1871,  when  he 
was  elected  Vice-President,  and  still  fills  that  office.  From 
youth,  he  took  an  interest  in  political  matters,  and  was  an 
active  worker  at  the  polls  before  he  was  entitled  to  a vote. 
When  lie  reached  his  majority,  he  was  valued  as  a young 
man  whose  influence  was  worthy  of  notice.  He  was  at  one 
lime  nominated  by  the  Republicans  of  the  Third  Ward,  as 
their  candidate  for  City  Councils.  The  ward  was  strongly 
Democratic,  with  a.  majority  of  600  to  overcome;  and  yet 
he  carried  the  day  by  4 majority  of  300.  In  1S69,  he  was 
elected  State  Treasurer,  by  the  Legislature  ; but  was  defeated 
in  1870,  by  a combination  being  effected  between  the  dis- 
satisfied Republicans  and  Democrats,  after  having  received 
the  nomination  of  the  Republican  party,  in  caucus,  by  a vote 
of  fifty-two  to  ten.  In  the  following  month  of  January, 
1871,110  was  again  a candidate,  and  was  successful,  and 
was  re-elected  in  January,  1S72.  A change  in  the  constitu- 
tion making  the  office  an  elective  one  by  the  people,  instead 
of  the  Legislature — which  had  been  the  course  up  to  that 
period — rendered  an  election  in  Januarr,  1873,  unnecessary; 
and  an  act  was  passed  by  the  Legislature  extending  his 
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term  until  May,  1874,  or  until  a successor  was  elected  and 
qualified.  lie  was  nominated  by  tlie  Republican  State 
Convention,  held  at  Harrisburg  in  August,  1873,  and  was 
elected  at  the  ensuing  October  election,  to  serve  two  years 
from  May,  1S74.  lie  has  discharged  the  important  trust 
committed  to  him  in  a most  acceptable  and  efficient  manner; 
and  during  the  first  three  years  of  his  incumbency,  has  paid 
off  over  five  millions  of  the  public  debt  of  the  State. 
During  this  his  fourth  year  of  service,  he  has  liquidated  the 
indebtedness  of  the  Commonwealth  at  the  rate  of  $ 200,000 
per  month.  He  is  of  a delicate  physique,  the  result  of  years' 
of  physical  suffering;  yet  with  all  his  ailments,  he  is  strong 
enough  to  endure  labor  which  would  appal  men, of  better 
health  and  larger  frame,  and  is  rarely,  if  ever,  prevented 
from  attending  to  his  official  duties.  He  is  of  the  .nervous, 
sanguine  temperament ; and  from  his  immense  nerve 
strength  is  able  to  sustain  much  excitement,  and  influence 
others.  He  is  unmarried. 


it 
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, WILLIAM,  Jr.,  Merchant,  a brother  of  Hop. 
Joshua  Pusey  Eyre,  was  born  in  Chester,  April1 
25th,  1S07.  After  some  preliminary' education, 
he  was  sent  to  Samuel  Gummcre’j  boarding 
school,  at  Burlington,  New  Jersey,  After'leaving 
school,  he  associated  with  his  . brother?  Joshua  I’., 
as  J.  P.  & W.  Eyre,  in  the  lumber  and  coal  trade.  The 
brothers  were  enterprising  and  progressive ; they  ran  a 
packet  between  Chester  and  Philadelphia,  and  continued  a 
highly  successful  career  until  the  dissolution  of  the  partner- 
ship in  1847,  William  was  no  politician,  but  was  a public 
spirited  man  and  a generous  supporter  of  all  beneficent  en- 
terprises. He  died,  March  6th,  1803,  mourned  by  a large 
circle  of  friends,  who  valued  him  for  his  consistent  adherence 
to  the  right.  He  had  been  for  many  years  a Director  of  the 
old  Delaware  County  Bank.  For  a long  time  previous  to 
its  removal  to  Philadelphia,  he  had  been  President  of  the 
Delaware  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  being  the  first  to 
hold  that  office  ; but  he  then  resigned,  and  for  the  remainder 
of  his  life  continued  in  the  board  of  directors.  He  was 
twice  married,  his  first  wife  having  been  Anna  Louisa, 
daughter  of  Dr.  Job  Terrell,  of  Chester,  March  4th,  1 S3 5 ; 
she  died  after  a brief  period  of  wedded  life,  and  he  was 
again  married,  November  26th,  1844,  to  Rebecca  P., 
daughter  of  Caleb  Churchman,  of  Darby. 


LEMING,  DAVID,  Lawyer,  was  born  in  Wash- 
ington county,  Pennsylvania,  July  17th,  1812;  is 
one  of  a family  of  eleven  children,  and  the  son 
of  Samuel  and  Sarah  (Beckett)  Fleming.  Ilis 
father  was  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry,  and  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation.  A few  weeks  after  his 
birth,  the  family  removed  to  Dauphin  county,  where  his 
father  had  purchased  a large  farm,  about  twelve  miles  east 


of  Harrisburg,  on  which  he  managed  to  rear  his  children 
respectably,  giving  them  all  a good  common  school  educa- 
tion. David  was  thus  brought  up,  laboring  on  the  farm 
during  the  summer,  and  attending  school  during  the  winter 
months;  he  was  also  taught  Latin  by  a good  classical  scholar 
who  resided  in  the  neighborhood.  When  seventeen  years 
of  age,  he  commenced  teaching  school  ; and  so  continued 
for  several  years,  alternating  with  attending  school  himself 
at  the  “ Harrisburg  Academy”  and  elsewhere,  until  he  had 
acquired  a fair  academical  education.  He  subsequently 
taught  a select  school  in  Baltimore  county,  Maryland, 
embracing  Latin,  Greek,  and  the  higher  branches  of  mathe- 
matics, being  himself  the  hardest  student  in  the  academy. 
His  health  becoming  somewhat  impaired,  he  accepted  a 
position  as  clerk  for  Dr.  D.  N.  L.  Reutter,  who  had  a con- 
tract for  furnishing  ties  for  the  Baltimore  & Port  Deposit 
Railroad,  then  being  constructed  ; and  when  this  was  com- 
pleted, remained  with  his  employer,  and  became  interested 
in  a contract  for  furnishing  yellow  pine  timber  to  the  Wash- 
ington Navy  Yard  ; having  charge  of  the  shipment  of  it  from 
North  Carolina,  which  he  did  by  vessels  he  chartered  in 
,New  York,  going  himself  as  supercargo  in  several.  He 
passed  over  a year  in  this  operation,  and  got  a good  insight 
into  business  matters,  lie  made  quite  a number  of  voyages, 
and  on  more  than  'one  occasion  was  exposed  to  the  perils 
of  tli£  sea.  0 1 the  conclusion  of  the  undertaking  he 
returned  to  Harrisburg,  in  1S38,  and  the  Legislature  being 
in  special  session  under  the  then  new  constitution,  he  com- 
menced reporting  the  proceedings  for  the  public  press,  and 
corresponded  daily  for  four  Philadelphia  journals,  including 
the  United  States  Gazette  ; so  he  continued  for  several  years, 
besides  assisting  to  edit  a local  paper.  During  this  period, 
he  devoted  his  leisure  hours  to  general  study;  and,  in  1839 
entered  the  law  office  of  William  McClure,  as  a student  ; 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Harrisburg,  in  November,  1841, 
and  has  ever  since  practised  his  profession  in  that  city.  He 
closed  his  connection  as  newspaper  correspondent  in  1847, 
when  he  was  elected  Chief  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  served  during  that  session.  He  was  re- 
nominated by  the  Whigs,  in  1S4S;  but  owing  to  a tie  in 
that  body,  and  by  the  accidental  absence  of  one  of  his 
friends,  the  Democratic  candidate  succeeded  by  a majority 
of  one.  In  1S54,  he  was  elected  District  Attorney,  and 
served  for  the  term  of  three  years,  declining  a re-election. 
In  1803,  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate,  and  served  for 
three  years  in  that  body,  being  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  during  his  second  year;  he  was  chosen 
Speaker  in  the  closing  session  of  his  term.  During  his 
residence  in  Harrisburg,  he  has  been  concerned  in  many 
of  the  business  enterprises  of  the  city.  He  was  one  of  the 
first  small  number  who  organized  and  erected  the  Harris- 
burg Car  Works  ; and  he  subsequently  obtaii.e  1 its  charter, 
and  has  ever  since  been  a stockholder  and  member  of  the 
board,  as  also  of  the  foundry  and  machine  company  which 
originated  from  the  same  enterprise.  He  was  Secretary 
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of  the  Board  when  the  Harrisburg  Gas  Works  were  built, 
and  for  several  years  after.  He  was  also  a member  of  the 
Board  and  the  Counsel  for  the  Lochiel  Iron  Company,  and 
assisted  in  the  organization  of  its  successor  the  Lochiel 
Rolling  Mills.  He  has  been  for  many  years  the  Counsel, 
and  also  a Director  of  the  Harrisburg  National  Bank,  and 
was  one  of  the  Corporators  in  organizing  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Harrisburg.  He  assisted  toorganize  the  Keystone 
Life  Insurance  Company,  and  the  Cash  Mutual  Fire  In- 
surance Company  of  Harrisburg,  serving  for  several  years 
as  a Director  and  Counsel  for  the  same.  11c  was  a Di- 
rector of  the  Inland  Telegraph  Company,  and  afterwards  of 
the  United  States  Telegraph  Company,  until  its  consolida- 
tion with  the  Western  Union  lines ; and  has  been  Counsel 
for  the  latter,  as  well  as  for  the  Atlantic  and  Ohio  and  the 
Pacific  and  Atlantic  Telegraph  Companies,  the  Columbia 
Oil  Company,  and  many  other  large  corporations  in  several 
important  suits  involving  the  taxation  of  these  corporations 
by  the  State.  He  has  been  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the 
Harrisburg  City  Passenger  Railway  Company  since  its  or- 
ganization. He  is  a Trustee  of  the  “ Home  for  the  Friend- 
less” of  Harrisburg,  and  President  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church.  Ilis  legal  practice 
is  not  strictly  confined  to  Dauphin  county,  but  he  has  been 
often  employed  in  other  parts  of  the  State,  including  both 
Pittsburgh  and  Philadelphia.  He  has  also  regularly  prac- 
tised in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Commonwealth  since 
l S-P"?,  and  the  reported  decisions  of  that  tribunal  will  show 
that  he  has  been  concerned  in  a large  proportion  of  the 
casesremoved  from  the  courts  of  his  county — many  of  them 
involving  principles  of  great  importance — and  also  in  cases 
removed  from  other  counties.  Of  late  years  he  has  at- 
tended to  bankruptcy  practice  in  the  two  Federal  Courts. 
He  has  been  urged  by  his  friends  to  become  a candidate 
for  President  Judge  of  his  District,  and  also  as  Representa- 
tive in  Congress — to  either  position  he  could  have  been 
elected — but  has  invariably  declined,  preferring  the  labors 
and  independence  of  professional  life  to  the  honors  and  res- 
ponsibilities of  the  bench  or  legislative  duties  at  Washington. 
From  all  these  statements,  it  is  apparent  that  he  is  a laborious, 
useful  and  enterprising  citizen  ; and  when  it  is  taken  into 
consideration  that  from  the  age  of  seventeen,  when  he  left 
home,  until  his  father’s  death,  in  1851  (at  the  great  age 
of  ninety  years),  he  never  called  upon  him  for  any  pecu- 
niary assistance,  he  may  emphatically  be  termed  a self-made 
man.  While  a newspaper  correspondent,  he  earned  as  high 
as  854  per  week,  and  from  the  date  of  his  admission  to 
the  bar  he  has  enjoyed  a lucrative  and  increasing  patron- 
age. Of  late  years,  his  practice  has  brought  him  $10,000 
per  annum.  Recently,  he  has  associated  with  him  S.  J. 
M.  McCarrcll,  who  was  a student  in  his  office  and  has 
remained  with  him  ever  since  his  admission  to  the  bar. 
He  was  married,  January  1st,  1852,  to  Susan,  youngest 
daughter  of  Charles  Mowry,  one  of  the  first  Canal  Commis- 
sioners of  Pennsylvania. 


y,  jfJLEMING,  JAMES  PATTERSON,  Lawyer  and 
Real  Estate  Operator,  was  born  at  Mount  Plea- 
sant, Westmoreland  county,  Pennsylvania,  May 
24th,  1824.  His  ancestors  came  originally  from 
the  Netherlands,  in  the  beginning  of  the  six- 
teenth century,  and  settled  in  Worcester,  Eng- 
land, whence  several  members  of  the  family  subsequently 
removed  to  Ireland,  where  they  took  an  active  part  in  the 
Irish  Rebellion  ; his  grandfather  was  a distinguished  officer 
under  Emmet,  and  was  ultimately  obliged  to  flee  from  Ire- 
land and  seek  shelter  in  Glasgow,  Scotland.  Ilis  father, 
John  E.  Fleming,  a native  of  England,  was  a graduate 
of  the  college  at  Glasgow,  and  won  fame  as  a mathe- 
matician and  astronomer;  he  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1819,  and  settled  in  Westmoreland  county,  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  was  noted  for  his  scientific  research.  James  P. 
Fleming  was  educated  at  Duquesne  College,  now  known 
as  the  Western  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  graduated 
in  1843;  he  then  studied  law  with  lion.  A.  W.  Lewis,  and 
later,  with  Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  of  New  Lisbon,  Ohio. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Xenia,  Ohio,  in  May,  1866, 
and  afterward  removed  to  Phoenixville,  Chester  county, 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  engaged  in  practice.  He  moved  to 
Wirt  county,  Virginia,  in  1S48,  but  at  the  expiration  of  six 
months  proceeded  to  Pittsburgh,  where  he  pursued  his  pro- 
fession for  a brief  period.  He  then  engaged  in  the  drug 
business  in  Allegheny  City,  having  become  familiar  with  its 
details  in  the  store  of  his  brother,  before  his  entry  at  Du- 
quesne College.  He  continued  this  occupation  till  1863, 
when  he  sold  out  and  devoted  his  attention  to  real  estate, 
his  operations  in  which  have  been  signally  successful.  He 
has  labored  to  secure  improved  designs  and  architecture, 
and  has  probably  contributed  more  than  any  other  man  in 
his  county  to  the  improvement  of  cottage  homes,  many  of 
which  he  has  erected  in  a style  noticeable  for  taste  and 
comfort.  He  has  never  held  an  office  of  profit,  and  has  re- 
peatedly and  firmly  declined  political  preferment  and  emolu- 
ment. lie  is  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the 
Allegheny  County  Work-House;  and  has  for  many  years 
been  a Manager  of  the  Pittsburgh  Alms  House,  the  Deaf 
and  Dumb  Asylum,  and  various  other  public  charities, 
lie  is  P resident  of  an  organization  for  building  a railway 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Ohio  river,  from  Pittsburgh  to 
Phillipsburg,  Pennsylvania,  and  his  indomitable  energy 
will  doubtless  make  the  projected  enterprise  a success. 


ARDING,  J.  BARCLAY,  Journalist,  was  born  in 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  November  1st,  1830. 
He  was  the  son  of  Jesper  Harding,  belonged  to 
a family  that  for  more  than  forty  years  has  been 
prominent  in  the  newspaper,  printing  and  pub- 
lishing business  in  Philadelphia,  and  was  himself 
a journalist  by  birth,  education  and  taste.  He  exhibited  in 
early  life  much  talent,  though  of  a somewhat  versatile  cha- 
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racier ; but  this  defect  was  counteracted  by  the  practical  train- 
ing he  received  on  his  father’s  paper — the  Inquirer — and  he 
soon  developed  a special  aptitude  for  his  future  profession. 
In  1S56,  lie  became  the  editor  of  the  Daily  Morning  Tunes, 
and  strongly  advocated  the  cause  of  Fremont  in  the  presi- 
dential campaign.  The  Times  was  an  outspoken  Republi- 
can journal  and  did  not  live  long,  as  the  advocacy  of  such 
principles  was  nut  so  profitable  then  as  now.  On  the  de- 
mise of  that  paper,  he  was  for  a time  Clerk  of  Select  Coun- 
cil ; but  subsequently  returned  to  his  position  on  the  In- 
quirer. In  the  latter  part  of  1S63,  the  only  afternoon  news- 
paper published  in  Philadelphia  was  the  Evening  Bulletin, 
it  being  the  only  one  to  survive  out  of  several  evening 
papers  that  had  been  started.  Under  these  circumstances, 
he  thought  there  was  room  for  another  evening  journal,  and 
prevailed  on  his  brother-in-law,  Charles  E.  Warburton,  to 
join  him  in  the  enterprise.  This  was  the  origin  of  the 
Evening  Telegraph,  the  first  number  of  which  was  issued 
January  41I1,  1S64,  from  its  present  office,  No.  10S  south 
Third  street.  It  was  then  a folio  sheet,  24  by  36  inches, 
containing  seven  columns  to  a page,  and  was  sold  at  two 
cents  a copy,  or  six  dollars  a year.  In  its  salutatory  ad- 
dress it  disclaimed  all  intention  of  basing  its  hopes  of  suc- 
cess on  any  previous  want  experienced  by  the  community  ; 
but  rather  founded  its  expectations  on  the  rapid  growth  of 
the  city  and  its  environs,  and  upon  the  fact  that  there  was 
but  one  afternoon  paper,  which,  in  spite  of  its  ability,  could 
not  satisfy  the  diversified  opinions  of  all.  It  declared  itself 
entirely  independent  in  politics,  but  a firm  supporter  of  the 
Government  in  its  endeavour  to  crush  the  Rebellion.  It 
recognized  the  President,  his  Cabinet,  and  the  sworn  officers 
under  them  to  be  “ the  Government,”  unless  they  should 
knowingly  and  willingly  fail  to  perform  their  duty.  The 
latitude  thus  claimed  allowed  the  'Telegraph  to  firmly  up- 
hold the  Government  of  Lincoln,  to  strongly  denounce  that 
of  Johnson,  and  again  cordially  to  endorse  the  Grant  ad- 
ministration. Its  tenor,  on  the  whole,  has  been  decidedly 
Republican,  though  it  has  never  hesitated  to  denounce  men 
of  that  party  whom  it  considered  unfit  for  office.  The  new 
paper  met  with  considerable  encouragement  from  the  be- 
ginning, and  introduced  some  features  which  were  novel- 
ties in  Philadelphia  journalism.  Amongst  them  were  occa- 
sional illustrations,  which,  regarding  the  difficulties  of  print- 
ing on  ordinary  paper  and  at  a rapid  rate,  were  often  re- 
.niarkably  fine,  and  a series  of  biographical  notices  of  pro- 
minent military  men,  accompanied  by  their  portraits,  which 
were  read  with  much  interest  by  the  public.  In  April, 
1864,  he  ami  his  partner  began  the  issue  of  double  sheets 
on  Saturdays,  and  continued  that  addition  till  towards  the 
close  of  the  year,  when  the  present  quarto  form  was  per- 
manently adopted.  The  journal  has  always  been  noted  for 
its  carefully  compiled  articles  in  explanation  of  important 
new  items,  its  elaborate  and  accurate  biographical  sketches 
published  promptly  on  every  occasion,  and  for  its  general 
dash  and  enterprise,  the  latest  manifestation  of  which  was 


the  publication  of  a special  translation  of  Victor  Hugo’s 
great  story  of  “ 93,”  immediately  upon  the  production  of 
the  original  in  Europe.  This  new  departure  in  Anglo-Saxon 
journalism  it  is  proposed  to  follow  up  by  the  presentation 
of  other  great  works  from  time  to  time.  The  originator  of 
the  paper  lived  to  see  it  well  established  and  rapidly  gain- 
ing in  public  favor;  though  at  his  death  it  had  by  no  means 
attained  to  the  importance,  either  as  regards  circulation  or 
influence,  which  it  at  present  possesses  ; enough,  however, 
had  been  accomplished  to  indicate  the  future  results.  He, 
had  always  enjoyed  excellent  health  till  within  a few  weeks 
of  his  death,  and  being  naturally  of  a robust  constitution  and 
accustomed  to  active  pursuits  in  life,  he  disregarded  those 
symptoms  which  were  the  forerunners  of  his  fatal  illness. 
After  a brief  sojourn  in  the  country,  he  was  attacked  with 
chills  and  fever,  but  nevertheless  attended  to  his  usual  busi- 
ness till  the  malady  assumed  a congestive  form  and  carried 
him  off  suddenly,  on  October  29th,  1865,  when  still  in  the 
prime  of  life.  He  was  married  at  an  early  age,  and  left  a 
widow  and  two  children.  The  journal  is  now  conducted 
by  his  surviving  partner,  a shrewd  business  man,  animated 
by  the  true  journalistic  spirit. 


^ARRISON,  JOSEPH,  Jr.,  Locomotive  Engine 
Builder,  was  born  at  the  northwest  corner  of 
Front  and  Noble  streets,  Philadelphia,  Septem- 
ber 20th,  1S10,  and  was  the  son  of  Joseph  and 
Mary  (Crawford ) Harrison,  formerly  of  Gloucester 
county,  New  Jersey,  lie  attended  school  until 
after  he  passed  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  and  by  his  apt, 
quick  habits,  and  his  love  of  reading,  had  laid  at  that  time 
the  groundwork  of  a fair  English  education.  Subsequently, 
during  his  apprentice  life,  he  enjoyed  a short  period  of  night 
schooling,  and  during  this  period  he  mastered  Bonnycastle’s 
Mensuration  of  Superficies  and  Solids.  When  fifteen  years 
old  he  went  on  trial  into  the  machine  shop  of  Frederick  I). 
Sanno,  and,  after  a satisfactory  probation,  was  indentured  to 
him  as  an  apprentice  to  learn  steam-engineering.  In  less 
than  two  years  thereafter  his  employer  failed  in  business, 
and  his  indentures  were  cancelled.  He  soon  found  another 
place,  being  indentured  to  James  Flint  for  a term  of  four 
years  and  three  months;  and  having  acquired  considerable 
information  with  his  previous  employer,  was  enabled  to 
make  better  teims  with  his  second  master.  Learning  his 
trade  at  a better  advantage,  he  very  rapidly  acquired  pro- 
ficiency and  soon  had  the  best  work  entrusted  to  him.  Be- 
fore he  was  twenty  he  was  made  foreman,  having  the  over- 
sight of  thirty  men  and  boys,  lie  was  occupied  in  the 
making  of  cotton  machinery  and  all  descriptions  of  sta- 
tionary steam-engines.  He  was  with  Thomas  Flint,  of  the 
firm  of  Hyde  & Flint,  for  nearly  a year  after  his  apprentice- 
ship had  ceased,  and  then  found  employment  in  Philip 
Garrett’s  machine  shop,  near  Walnut  and  Fourth  streets. 
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.vhere  he  engaged  in  much  finer  work  than  he  had  done 
before,  such  as  small  lathes,  presses  for  bank-note  engravers, 
etc.  lie  remained  in  this  shop  until  the  summer  of  1S33, 
when  he  went  to  Port  Clinton,  Pennsylvania,  to  put  up 
some  machinery  for  Arundius  Tiers,  with  whom  his  father 
had  been  for  many  years  engaged  as  accountant.  In  1834, 
the  building  of  locomotive  engines  was  attracting  consider- 
able attention,  but  he  had  no  experience  whatever  in'this 
description  of  work.  Out  of  curiosity,  he  one  day  in  the 
early  part  of  that  year  visited  the  shop  of  Long  & Norris, 
and  to  his  surprise  was  greeted  by  his  first  master,  F.  D. 
Sanno,  whom  he  had  not  seen  for  some  years,  and  who  was 
now  foreman  in  the  shop.  He  was  tendered  work  in  the 
concern,  and  accepted  it.  He  found  the  establishment  to  be 
of  no  very  high  grade ; bad  tools,  bad  workmen,  bad  foreman- 
ship — resulting  in  locomotives  of  poor  design  and  mainly 
unsuccessful  in  practice,  though  several  had  been  produced. 
Colonel  Long  was  never  there,  and  although  the  other  part- 
ner daily  passed  some  hours  in  the  shop,  the  latter  knew 
nothing  practically  of  the  business.  He  immediately  set  to 
remedy  the  defects  in  some  work  that  had  been  almost 
ruined  by  the  hands;  and  his  manner  of  proceeding  excited 
much  interest  among  the  employes,  besides  attracting  the 
attention  of  the  junior  partner.  In  a fortnight  he  was  ap- 
pointed foreman,  at  increased  wages.  He  remained  here 
about  a year  and  a half,  and  being  ambitious  to  Ienjn,  was 
glad  to  be  of  assistance  in  making  drawings  and  in  directing 
the  work.  In  the  summer  of  1S35,  he  left  the  shop,  and 
engaged  with  Garrett  A'  Eastwick  as  foreman.  This  firm 
was  showing  some  skill  in  the  building  of  locomotives.  He 
here  designed  and  built  the  engine  “Samuel  D.  Ingham” 
for  the  Beaver  Meadow  Railroad  Company.  This  locomo- 
tive had  many  novel  points,  among  which  the  most  original 
were  certain  modes  of  reversement  worked  out  entirely  by 
the  junior  partner  of  the  firm.  The  same  device  was  used 
on  the  engines  that  were  subsequently  made  in  Russia  by 
Harrison,  Winans  & Eastwick.  This  locomotive  proved  a 
success,  and  led  to  the  building  of  others  for  the  same  com- 
pany. In  1S37,  he  was  admitted  as  a member  of  the  firm 
of  Garrett,  Eastwick  & Co.,  his  only  capital  being  his  skill ; 
soon  after  it  became  Eastwick  & Harrison.  In  the  hands 
of  the  former  the  S-wheel  engine,  with  four  driving  and 
four  truck  wheels,  was  first  brought  into  practicable  shape. 
It  is  now  almost  exclusively  used  in  this  country  for  passen- 
ger trains,  and  has  obtained  a very  satisfactory  reputation 
in  Europe.  1 he  present  modes  of  equalizing  the  weight 
on  the  driving  wheels,  indispensable  to  this  engine,  were 
patented  by  Joseph  Harrison,  in  1S3S,  as  an  improvement 
on  A.  M.  Eastwick’s  patent  of  1S36.  They  are  now  applied 
by  all  manufacturers  of  locomotives  in  this  country.  In 
1851,  an  engine  called  the  “ Cowan  and  Marx,”  weighing 
but  little  over  eleven  tons,  with  four  connecting  driving 
wheels,  was  designed  and  built  by  this  firm  for  the  I’hila- 
delphia  & Reading  Railroad.  The  performance  of  this  en- 
gine in  drawing  101  loaded  coal  cars  over  that  road  at- 


tracted great  attention  at  the  time,  as  being  without  a 
parallel  in  the. history  of  railroad  transportation.  Locomo- 
tives designed  and  built  by  Eastwick  N Harrison  for  the 
Beaver  Meadow  and  other  companies  burned  anthracite 
coal  successfully  as  early  as  1835  and  1S36,  and  in  regular 
business  over  the  roads  surmounted  higher  grades  than  had 
ever  before  been  performed  in  either  America  or  Europe. 
The  reputation  already  acquired  by  the  firm  of  East- 
wick & Harrison  attracted  the  attention  of  two  eminent 
Russian  engineers,  who  were  sent  to  the  United  Slates  by 
their  Government  to  examine  and  report  upon  the  Ameri- 
can railway  system.  On  the  return  of  these  gentlemen  to 
Russia,  it  was  proposed  that  Joseph  Harrison  should  be  sent 
f >r,  to  undertake  the  construction  of  the  locomotives  and 
other  rolling  stock  for  the  St.  Petersburg  & Moscow  Rail- 
way, a line  about  400  miles  in  length,  then  about  to  be  con- 
structed. In  December,  1S43,  fi|m»  together  with 
Thomas  Winans  of  Baltimore,  concluded  a contract  with 
the  Russian  Government,  the  amount  being  three  million 
dollars,  the  work  to  be  completed  in  five  years.  One  of 
the  conditions  was,  that  this  work  was  to  be  done  at  St. 
Petersburg,  by  Russian  workmen,  or  such  as  could  be  found 
on  the  spot.  With  employes  entirely  unacquainted  with 
the  work  to  be  performed,  without  knowing  the  language, 
or  the  peculiar  manner  of  doing  business  in  a foreign  land, 
the  firm  of  Harrison,  Winans  & Eastwick  set  about  the  diffi- 
cult and  apparently  almost  impossible  task  of  complying 
with  the  terms  of  their  contract.  But  they  commenced  their 
business  in  a straightforward  manner,  and  only  asked  not 
tu  be  hindered  ; so  well  were  their  plans  arranged  and 
carried  out,  that  all  the  work  contracted  for  was  completed 
to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  Russian  Government,  and 
paid  for  more  than  a year  before  the  term  expired.  During 
its  progress  orders  reaching  nearly  two  million  dollars  were 
added  to  the  original  amount,  including  the  completion  of 
the  great  cast-iron  bridge  over  the  Neva — the  largest  and 
most  expensive  in  the  world.  To  finish  this  structure  an- 
other year  was  added  to  the  original  term  of  the  first  con- 
tract ; and  prior  to  the  close  of  the  first  term  a second  agree- 
ment was  entered  into  for  the  further  period  of  twelve 
years,  for  establishing  in  running  order  the  rolling  stock  of 
the  St.  Petersburg  & Moscow  Railway — the  parties  to  this 
contract  being  Joseph  1 Iarrison,  Jr.,  Thomas  and  William 
S.  Winans.  This  second  contract  was  carried  on  and 
finished  to  the  satisfaction  of  both  parties,  in  1S52.  On 
the  opening  of  the  great  bridge  over  the  Neva,  in  1S50, 
the  Emperor  Nicholas,  as  a mark  of  esteem,  bestowed  upon 
Joseph  Harrison,  Jr.,  the  ribbon  of  the  order  of  St.  Ann, 
with  a massive  gold  medal  attached,  bearing  on  its  face  a 
portrait  of  the  sovereign,  and  on  the  reverse  the  motto,  in 
the  Russian  language,  “ For  zeal.”  Returning  to  Philadel- 
phia, in  1S52,  he  set  about  employing  his  wealth  in  the 
adornment  of  his  native  city.  He  erected  numerous  and 
costly  buildings,  some  with  original  features,  not  heretofore 
seen  in  this  country,  and  established  one  of  the  finest  and 
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most  extensive  art  galleries  in  Philadelphia.  lie  next  turned 
his  attention  to  the  means  of  improving  steam  genera- 
tion, more  particularly  with  a view  of  preventing  explo- 
sions. The  result  of  his  efforts  is  now  before  the  public 
in  the  “ Harrison  steam  boiler,”  for  which  his  first  patent 
bears  date  October  4th,  1S59,  though  it  has  since  been  con- 
siderably improved  ; it  may  be  said  to  be  absolutely  safe 
against  destructive  explosions.  He  manufactured  them  in 
Philadelphia,  where  a number  are  in  operation,  but  they 
are  far  more  extensively  employed  in  New  England.  This 
boiler  was  thoroughly  tested  and  approved  by  a Commission 
appointed  by  the  Franklin  Institute.  It  received  the  Lon- 
don World’s  Fair  first-class  medal,  in  1862 ; a medal  from 
the  American  Institute,  New  York,  in  1869,  and,  about 
1S72,  was  awarded  the  “ Runtford  Medal  ” from  the  Ameri- 
can Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences  of  Harvard  University, 
Boston,  as  a mechanical  invention  of  great  benefit  to  man- 
kind. He  was  a master  of  the  whole  subject  of  steam 
boilers,  and  of  the  locomotive  engine;  and  his  “ Essay”  on 
the  former  and  his  “ Lecture  ” on  the  latter — and  particu- 
larly of  Philadelphia’s  share  in  the  invention  and  produc- 
tion of  the  modern  locomotive — are  two  of  the  most  valu- 
able contributions  to  the  literature  of  the  steam  engine. 
Not  only  was  his  leaning  towards  the  science  of  mechanics, 
but  he  had  broad  likings  for  literature  and  the  fine  arts. 
In  the  latter  he  was  a connoisseur  of  considerable  accom- 
plishments, and  was  a liberal  patron  of  our  home  artists. 
1 le  likewise  took  great  interest  in  the  beautifying  and  adorn- 
ment of  Fairmount  Park,  and  offered  to  place  some  fine 
works  of  art  in  the  public  gallery  erected  within  its  limits. 
He  was  married,  December  1 5th,  1836,  to  Sarah  Poulterer, 
and  leaves  six  children,  three  of  whom  were  born  abroad. 
He  died  March  27th,  1S74. 


' /Tv  ENRY,  SAMUEL,  Financier  and  Soldier,  was 
C A\\  horn  in  Blair  county,  Pennsylvania,  January  29th, 
; . | I;  1 S43,  and' there  received  such  education  as  the 
C*)l  common  schools  of  the  district  afforded.  lie 
O -y‘  resided  there  until  he  attained  his  eighteenth 
year,  when  he  was  appointed  Assistant  Agent  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  at  Johnstown,  to  which  town  he 
removed  ; this  position  he  filled  for  two  years,  with  credit 
to  himself  and  the  company.  In  1S62,  and  at  the  age  of 
.nineteen,  he  enlisted  in  the  21st  Regiment  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers — a cavalry  regiment— as  a private  soldier,  and 
served  all  through  the  War  until  the  contest  was  over. 
Soon  after  entering  the  service  he  rose  from  the  ranks  and 
became  Second  Lieutenant,  and  subsequently  was  promoted 
to  First  Lieutenant.  Not  long  after  he  had  reached  (his 
grade  he  was  appointed  Adjutant  of  the  regiment,  the  ar- 
duous duties  of  which  office  he  fulfilled  with  great  credit 
to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  superior  officers. 
His  regiment  was  actively  engaged  in  some  of  the  hardest 


fought  battles  of  the  war,  and  in  the  operations  in  front  of 
Petersburg,  and  throughout,  he  conducted  himself  with  such 
honor  and  gallantry  as  to  merit  a further  promotion  to  the 
rank  of  Captain.  After  the  close  of  the  Rebellion  he  re- 
turned to  his  home  in  Blair  county,  with  the  proud  satisfac- 
tion of  having  fulfilled  his  duty  to  his  country,  and,  above 
all,  of  having  risen  from  the  ranks  and  won  his  commissions 
by  merit  only,  not  by  favor.  At  this  time  he  was  tendered 
a position  in  the  banking  house  of  W.  M.  Lloyd,  of  Al- 
toona, Pennsylvania,  which  he  accepted  and  filled  for  one 
year,  manifesting  such  financial  ability,  combined  with  the 
strictest  integrity,  that  he  was  offered  the  Cashiership  of 
the  Ebensburg  Bank — owned  by  Levy  A Co. — the  respon- 
sible duties  of  which  he  assumed,  anti  retains  to  the  present 
time.  In  political  faith  he  is  an  unswerving  Republican, 
and  such  was  the  confidence  reposed  in  his  honesty,  straight- 
forward, outspoken  sentiments,  that  his  fellow-citizens  no- 
minated and  elected  him,  in  1S71,  a member  of  the  Legis- 
lature; and  recognizing  the  ability  that  he  displayed  in  this 
new  sphere  of  action  have  re-elected  him  for  three  succes- 
sive terms  as  their  Representative,  'kite  sound  judgment 
he  displayed  in  all  matters  of  finance,  and  in  connection 
with  his  extensive  business  experience,  was  the  means  of 
bringing  his  name  prominently  before  the  public  as  a can- 
didate for  the  office  of  State  Treasurer.  His  social  nature 
has  won  for  him  a wide  popularity,  and  his  legislative  ability 
is  freely  acknowledged  by  his  fellow-members. 


ARLINGTON,  RICHARD,  Teacher,  was  born  in 
West  Marlborough  township,  Chester  county, 
Pennsylvania,  August  13th,  1S34.  He  was  a 
descendant  of  Abraham  Darlington,  who  emi- 
grated from  England  to  Chester  county,  in  1705. 
1 1 is  mother,  Edith,  was  the  daughter  of  Thomas 
Smcdley,  a minister  of  the  Society  of  Friends.  Having 
had  a preliminary  education  in  his  native  county,  he  gra- 
duated at  Harvard  University  and  commenced  teaching, 
at  the  early  age  of  eighteen,  in  Highland  township,  Chester 
county,  Pennsylvania.  Subsequently  he  filled  more  im- 
portant positions  in  the  Friends’  High  School  at  Westfield, 
New  Jersey,  and  in  the  Central  Friends’  High  School  in 
Philadelphia.  In  1S59,  he  purchased  Ercildown  Seminary, 
Chester  county,  where  he  had  received  a part  of  his  early 
education,  and  assumed  the  management  of  this  old  and 
worthy  institution  of  learning,  which  position  he  has  filled 
for  more  than  forty  years.  During  this  time  more  than  one 
thousand  young  ladies  have  been  received  as  pupils  under 
his  care,  and  many  of  these  now  fill  positions  of  trust  and 
responsibility  for  which  they  were  trained  by  him.  Ili.s 
fitness  for  the  calling  which  he  has  chosen  is  widely 
acknowledged,  and  has  gained  for  the  institution  over 
which  he  presides  an  enviable  reputation.  The  interest  he 
takes  in  the  general  subject  of  education  has  been  shown 
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in  the  debates  of  many  educational  assemblages;  and  on 
fre'juent  occasions  he  has  delivered  public  addresses  on  this 
and  cognate  subjects  which  have  commended  the  science 
of  education  to  his  auditors.  In  1S61,  he  married  Lizzie 
h . Alexander,  a former  teacher  in  Ercildown  Seminary. 


,ORDON,  GEORGE  FLEMING,  Artist  and  Con- 
tractor, was  born  in  Philadelphia,  in  1818;  is 
■ the  son  of  George  Gordon,  and  of  Scotch  extrac- 
tion. 1 1 is  parents  had  designed  him  for  the 

ministry  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  his  edu- 
cation was  commenced  with  that  view;  circum- 
stances, however,  changed  the  current  of  his  life,  and  while 
pursuing  his  studies,  he  learned  the  trade  of  a marble-worker 
and  sculptor  with  his  father,  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia. 
After  the  completion  of  his  apprenticeship,  he  entered  into 
business  with  his  father.  In  1838,  lie  went  to  the  Western 
country,  and  visited  Cincinnati,  Louisville,  and  St.  Louis, 
lie  established  a branch  of  the  business  at  Cincinnati,  where 
he  resided  for  three  years.  He  then  returned  to  Philadel- 
phia, and  subsequently  went  to  Iowa,  and  to  the  Galena 
lead  region,  prospecting  for  marble  and  “mineral.”  In 
1842,  he  proceeded  to  New  Orleans,  and  remained  in  that 
city  for  four  years,  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits.  In 
1846,  on  the  outbreak  of  the  Mexican  War,  he  entered 
the  2d  Regiment  of  Louisiana  Volunteers,  and  was  elected 
an  officer  of  Company  F.  He  passed  his  three  months’ 
term  of  service  on  the  line  of  the  Rio  Grand  del  Norte. 
Returning  thence,  he  once  more  reached  Philadelphia,  and 
in  1847  purchased  a monthly  magazine  called,  The  Christian, 
of  which  he  assumed  the  editorial  management.  He  enlarged 
the  serial  and  it  became  The  Christian  Pearl,  a dollar 
magazine,  thoroughly  unsectarian  in  its  views.  He  had,  at 
an  early  age,  become  a member  of  the  Associate  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church,  to  which  his  parents  belonged,  and 
in  it  he  continued  for  some  time  an  active,  zealous  member; 
but  becoming  dissatisfied  with  the  narrowness  of  its  dogmas, 
he  left  its  communion  and  joined  the  religious  society  then 
under  the  pastorale  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  II.  Stockton, 
known  as  the  Methodist  Protestant  sect,  and  was  licensed  as 
a local  preacher.  He  was  active  in  the  organization  of  the 
Brotherly  Love  Society,  and  when  Rev.  T.  II.  Stockton 
went  to  Cincinnati,  he  was  unanimously  elected  its  Presi- 
dent— its  object  was  religious,  missionary,  and  benevolent. 
In  connection  with  it,  lie  established  a Sunday  school  of  over 
• 500  members,  which  he  personally  superintended  for  about 
four  years.  He  afterwards  organized  another  Sunday  school 
in  connection  with  the  Church  of  the  New  Testament,  now 
under  the  care  of  his  former  pastor,  Rev.  T.  II.  Stockton, 
and  continued  its  Superintendent  for  many  years.  He  then 
became  the  head  of  the  Union  Sunday  School;  and  is  now 
a member  of  the  Immanuel  Presbyterian  Church.  After  his 
editorial  connection  with  'The  Christian  Pearl  ceased,  he 


became  identified  with  the  A'ational  Protestant  Reporter, 
and  afterwards  7 he  ,Young  Christian — and  in  connection 
with  his  magazines,  carried  on  the  printing  business  for 
some  years.  In  1830,  he  became  Missionary  Agent  of  the 
American  Sociefy  for  ameliorating  the  condition  of  the  Jews, 
and  organized  a Jerusalem  Union  in  Philadelphia — its  object 
being  to  aid  a pioneer  settlement  in  Palestine.  I11  1856,  he 
was  elected  a member  of  Councils  from  the  Fifteenth  Ward, 
and  thus  began  his  active  political  career.  As  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Poor,  he  inaugurated  many  reforms 
in  the  Alms  House, .including  the  bettering  of  the  condition 
of  the  insane  in  that  institution.  He  was  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  which  introduced  the  first  steam  fire-engine  into 
the  city,  and  was  subsequently  an  eloquent  advocate  of  the 
establishment  of  a Paid  Eire  Department.  He  took  a great 
interest  in  the  public  schools,  urged  large  appropriations  for 
their  benefit;  besides  advocating  loans  for  the  erection  of 
proper  buildings,  and  was  the  author  of  the  first  Loan  Bill 
passed  by  Councils.  lie  also  was  the  leader  in  the  matter 
of  appropriations  for  street  drinking  fountains,  and  designed 
several,  two  of  which  are  in  Eairmount  Park.  During  this 
period  of  service  in  Councils,  he  became  a student  of  law, 
under  ihe  preceptorship  of  the  late  James  Goodman.  Among 
other  things,  he  advocated  the  issue  of  City  Warrants,  which 
could  be  used,  in  payment  of  taxes;  apian  for  a City  In- 
surance Department,  the  profits  of  this  business  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  the  -city  government;  the  establishment  of 
Libraries  in  Police'  Stations;  and,  in  his  own  ward,  com- 
menced by  donating  a book-case  containing  one  hundred 
volumes.  He  has  been  a School  Director  of  the  Fifteenth 
Ward  for  over  fifteen  years,  and  through  his  instrumentality 
many  new  features  of  discipline,  etc.,  have  been  introduced. 
Among  these  may  be  named  : regular  examinations  of  pupils 
through  all  the  grades;  the  introduction  of  music,  drawing, 
and  physical  exercises;  the  organization  of  a Teachers’  Asso- 
ciation, and  of  school  principals  into  a Board  of  Teachers. 
He  also  took  a prominent  share  in  the  erection  of  the  first 
public  statue — that  of  Washington,  which  now  stands  at  the 
entrance  of  Independence  Hall — and  delivered  the  oration 
when  the  same  was  unveiled.  He  has  been  endeavoring 
for  several  years  to  establish  a course  of  winter  lectures  in 
all  the  grammar  schools  of  the  city,  as  well  as  to  have 
public  libraries  attached  to  each  individual  school. 
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ICKERSIIAM,  JAMES  PYLE,  LL.  D.,  State 
Superintendent  of  Common  Schools,  was  born  in 
Newlin  township,  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania, 
March  5th,  1S25,  and  is  the  son  of  Caleb  Wicker- 
sham,  the  fourth  in  descent  from  Thomas  Wicker- 
sham,  who  came  to  Pennsylvania  about  1700, 
settled  in  the  then  wilderness  of  Chester  county,  and  built 
the  first  house  west  of  the  Brandywine,  which  is  still 
standing.  II is  mother  was  a daughter  of  James  Pyle,  also 
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descended  from  Quaker  stock.  He  was  brought  up  on  his 
father’s  farm,  laboring  and  studying  alternately  until  he 
went  to  the  Unionville  Academy,  where  he  was  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  an  assistant  teacher;  he  afterwards  taught  in 
one  of  the  common  schools  of  the  district.  While  an  in- 
structor of  youth  he  was  himself  a student,  and  the  greater 
part  of  his  education  was  thus  acquired.  1 1 is  success  as  a 
teacher  was  marked  from  the  beginning.  In  1845,  he  be- 
came Principal  of  the  Marietta  (Pennsylvania)  Academy, 
where  he  remained  ten  years,  the  institution  prospering 
greatly.  lie  relinquished  it  to  accept  the  position  of  Su- 
perintendent of  Schools  in  Lancaster  County,  and  shortly 
after  assuming  its  duties  he  founded  the  Normal  .Institute 
at  Millersville,  out  of  which  was  eventually  developed  the 
First  Stale  Normal  School,  and,  in  fact,  the' whole  Normal 
School  system.  In  1S56,  he  became  the  Principal  of  this 
school,  which  he  made  one  of  the  most  flourishing  institu- 
tions in  the  country.  He  remained  there  ten  years,  when 
lie  accepted  the  position  he  at  present  holds,  that  of  State 
Superintendent  of  Common  Schools,  tendered  him  by  Cover-, 
nor  Curtin,  and  twice  thereafter  by  Governor  Geary,  his 
nomination  being  unanimously  confirmed  by  the  “Senate. 
Under  his  administration  the  school  affairs  of  the  Common- 
wealth have  made  great  progress,  and  Pennsylvania  is  the 
peer,  in  this  respect,  of  any  of  her-sister  States,  die  has 
been  repeatedly  offered — since  his  ocqupancy’of  this  office — 
similar  positions  in  other  Stales  and  abroad  ; also  a portfolio 
as  Cabinet  Minister  by  President  Sarmicnto  of  the  Argen- 
tine Republic.  He  has  assisted  in  establishing  the  Lan- 
caster County  Teachers’  Association,' and  also-'those  of  the 
State  and  National  Associations,  of  which  he  has  been  at 
various  times  the  President.  He  was 'also,  in- 1869,  elected 
President  of  the  National  Superintendents’  Association.  His 
address  before  the  National  Teachers’  Association,  in  1865, 
on  Education  as  an  Element  in  the  Reconstruction  of  the 
Union,  was  published  by  some  liberal  and  patriotic  Bos- 
tonians and  broadly  circulated  throughout  the  country. 
His  inaugural  before  the  same  body,  1866,  on  An  American 
Education  for  the  American  People,  besides  being  widely 
circulated  at  home,  was  translated  into  several  foreign  lan- 
guages, anil  scattered  broadcast  in  Europe  and  South 
America.  Professor  Laboulaye,  of  the  University  of  Paris, 
characterizes  it  as  “ the  best  exposition  of  the  American 
idea  of  popular  education  that  has  ever  been  written.” 
He  is  also  the  author  of  School  Economy  and  Methods  of 
Instruction,  which  are  well  known  in  the  United  States 
and  in  Europe;  the  first-named  work  has  been  translated 
into  Spanish  by  order  of  the  Argentine  Republic.  At  the 
request  of  Governor  Curtin,  he  prepared  the  original  bill 
providing  for  the  destitute  soldiers’  and  sailors’  orphans, 
and,  in  1S71,  the  Legislature  entrusted  to  him  the  entire 
management  of  the  Soldiers’  Orphans’  S'  bools.  Since 
1S70,  he  has  edited  the  Pennsylvania  School  Journal , the 
most  important  and  widely  circulated  educational  periodical 
in  the  Union. 


GNEW,  I).  HAVES,  M.  D.,  Physician  and  Sur- 
geon, was  born  in  Lancaster  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  1S1S,  and  is  the  son  of  Ur.  Agnew,  an 
eminent  physician  of  that  section.  II is  classical 
education  was  commenced  at  the  Moscow  Aca- 
demy, a flourishing  institution  then  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Rev.  Francis  Latta,  and  lorated  in  Chester 
county.  He  next  studied  at  Jefferson  College,  Canonsburg, 
Pennsylvania,  and  finally  completed  his  education  at  Newark 
College,  Delaware,  where  one  of  his  relatives — the  Rev. 
John  Holmes  Agnew — was  Professor  of  Languages.  His 
medical  training  was  obtained  at  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  he  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
the  rural  districts.  After  some  years  he  removed  to  Phila- 
delphia, where  he  continued  his  practice,  and  commenced 
to  deliver  a course  of  Lectures  in  the  Philadelphia  School 
of  Anatomy,  in  College  avenue.  At  the  date  of  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  Rebellion,  his  class  in  this  time  honored  in- 
stitution numbered  two  hundred  and  sixty-five  students, 
representing  every  State  in  the  Union.  He  also  established 
at  the  same  place  the  Philadelphia  School  of  Operative 
Surgery.  He  was  elected,  in  1854,  one  of  the  Surgeons  of 
the  Philadelphia  Hospital,  and  in  that  institution  he  founded 
the  present  Pathological  Museum  ; and  for  some  time  acted 
as  its  Curator.  In  lS6j,  he  was  appointed  Demonstrator 
of  Anatomy,  and  Assistant  Lecturer  on  Clinical  Surgery 
in  the  Medical  'Department. of  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania; about  the  same  time  he  was  elected  one  of  the  Sur- 
geons of  Wills’  Ophthalmic  Hospital.  In  1865,  he  was 
elected  to  a similar  position  in  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital, 
and  likewise.in  the  Orthopcedic  Hospital.  In  1870,  he  was 
chosen  to  fill  the  Chair  of  Operative  Surgery  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Pennsylvania,  and  in  the  year  that  followed  he  be- 
came Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery 
in  the  same  institution.  He  is  a most  skilful,  rapid  and 
efficient  operator  in  every  department  of  general  surgery, 
which  is  his  speciality;  and  his  reputation  is  world-wide  in 
this  respect,  He  is  at  present,  and  lias  been  for  some  time 
past,  engaged  in  preparing  for  publication  a large  and  ex- 
haustive work  on  Operative  Surgery,  the  first  volume  of 
which  is  now  (May,  1S74)  in  press,  and  will  be  soon  in  the 
hands  of  the  profession.  He  married  a member  of  the 
Irving  family  of  Chester  county,  a name  well  known  in  that 
section  as  being  largely  interested  in  the  manufacture  of  iron. 


\ /tl  UCIIANAN,  JAMES,  Lawyer,  Statesman,  and 
Fifteenth  President  of  the  United  States,  was 
born  near  Mercersburg,  Franklin  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, April  23d,  1791.  His  father,  Janies 
Buchanan,  was  a native  of  the  county  of  Donegal, 
Ireland,  and  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Franklin 
county,  having  emigrated  thither  in  1783.  His  mother, 
Elizabeth  Speer,  was  the  daughter  of  a respectable  farmer 
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of  Adams  county,  a woman  of  remarkable  native  intellect, 
and  distinguished  for  her  masculine  sense  and  rare  literary 
taste.  In  179S,  James  Buchanan,  the  elder,  removed  to 
Mercersburg,  where  h is,  son  received  his  academical  educa- 
tion, and  made  such  rapid  progress  in  bis  studies  that 
his  father  determined  to  give  him  the  benefit  of  a collegiate 
course.  He  entered  Dickinson  College  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen, and  during  his  entire  term  of  four  years  outstripped 
all  his  classmates  in  the  acquirement  of  knowledge.  He 
graduated  in  1S09.  In  December  of  the  same  year,  he  com- 
menced the  study  of  law  with  James  Hopkins  of  Lancaster, 
the  leading  attorney  at  that  bar.  He  was  admitted  to  prac- 
tice, November  17th,  1812,  and  at  once  took  the  front  rank 
in  the  profession.  When  but  a lawyer  of  four  years  stand- 
ing, he  was  selected  to  conduct,  unaided  by  senior  counsel, 
the  defence  of  a distinguished  judge,  who  was  impeached 
before  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania.  1 1 is  defence  on  this 
occasion  was  a masterly  display  of  legal  acumen  and  forensic 
ability,  that  at  once  gave  him  a wide  reputation;  and  from 
that  period  business  poured  in  upon  him.  So  successful 
was  he,  that  when  but  forty  years  of  age  he  had  acquired 
means  that  enabled  him  to  retire  from  the  profession.  He 
early  displayed  his  patriotism  by  enlisting  as  a private  in 
the  company  commanded  by  Captain  1 Ienry  Shippen,  which 
marched  from  Lancaster  to  the  defence  of  Baltimore  during 
the  War  with  England,  in  1 S 1 2—’  14,  and  with  which  he 
served  till  honorably  discharged.  In  October,  1814,  he  was 
elected  a member  of  the  lower  House  of  the  State  Legis- 
lature, and  re-elected  in  1815.  Ilis  next  step  upward  was 
his  election,  in  1S20,  as  Representative  to  Congress.  Ilis 
first  elaborate  speech  was  made  January  nth,  1S22,  and 
was  deemed  so  important  as  to  be  published  verbatim  ; it 
at  once  enrolled  him  as  one  of  the  ablest  men  in  the  nation, 
and  gave  him  a national  reputation.  He  was  constantly 
re-elected  to  Congress,  and  although  originally  a Federalist, 
he  changed  to  the  Democratic  faith  and  supported  General 
Jackson  for  President,  in  182S,  being  himself  re-elected  to 
Congress  during  the  campaign,  and  made  Chairman  of  the 
Judiciary  Committee.  On  March  3d,  1831,  he  voluntarily 
retired  from  Congress,  and  was  soon  afterwards  appointed 
United  States  Minister  to  Russia  by  President  Jackson  ; 
in  this  position  he  concluded  the  first  commercial  treaty 
between  the  United  States  and  Russia,  securing  to  our  sea- 
men important  privileges  in  the  Baltic  and  Black  Seas.  In 
1833,  on  his  return  to  the  United  States,  he  was  elected 
United  States  Senator,  taking  his  seat  December  1 5 tb , 1S34. 
lie  advocated  Texan  independence,  and  its  recognition  by 
the  United  States,  and  afterwards  the  admission  of  Texas' 
as  one  of  the  States  of  the  Union.  On  the  opening  of  the 
241I1  Congress  he  was  made  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations.  During  Van  Buren’s  administration  he 
advocated  the  “Sub-treasury  Act,”  and  aided  the  passage 
of  the  bid;  and  while  Tyler  was  President  he  opposed  the 
Fiscal  Bank  bill,  and  advocated  the  Independent  Treasury. 
For  four  years,  from  March  4th,  1 845,  or  during  the  Polk 
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administration,  he  was  the  able  head  of  the  State  Depart- 
ment, and  then  retired  to  private  life.  When  Pierce  suc- 
ceeded Fillmore,  March  4th,  1853,  he  was  recalled  from  his 
retirement  anil  created  United  States  Minister  to  England. 
On  bis  return  to  the  United  States  he  was  nominated  and 
elected  to  the  Presidency,  and  inaugurated  March  4th,  1857. 
Ilis  administration  was  begun  under  adverse  circumstances, 
the  country  laboring  in  tbe  throes  of  that  great  conflict 
which  broke  out  shortly  after  his  term  expired,  and  whiefr 
has  passed  into  history  under  the  name  of  the  Great  Rebel- 
lion. After  March  4th,  1861,  he  retired  to  his  residence  at 
Wheatland,  where  he  died,  June  1st,  1868. 


UAY,  MATTHEW  STANLEY,  Lawyer,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 
was  born  in  Dillsburg,  York  county,  Pennsylvania, 
September  30th,  1S33,  and  was  named  after  Gene- 
ral Matthew  Stanley  of  Brandywine  Manor, 
Chester  county.  He  is  descended  on  both  sides 
from  one  of  the  oldest  Scotch-Irish  families  in  -the  State, 
his  ancestors  making  their  appearance  in  this  country  during 
the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  having  settled  in 
Chester  county  in  1715.  A sturdy  and  loyal  attachment  to 
their  rights  and  religion  has  ever  been  a distinctive  attribute 
of  this  race;  and  the  record  of  his  family  in  the  early  In- 
dian and  Provincial  Wars,  the  Revolution,  and  the  War 
of  1812,  shows  how  true  its  members  were  to  their  tradi- 
tional instincts.  In  the  year  1840,  his  father,  who  was  a 
clergyman  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  whose  ministry 
was  widely  and  favorably  known  throughout  that  denomi- 
nation, removed  to  western  Pennsylvania,  taking  up  his 
abode  finally  in  Beaver;  and  the  son,  after  several  years 
preliminary  instruction,  was  sent  to  Jefferson  College,  Can- 
onsburg,  where  he  graduated  with  distinction  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  years.  Proceeding  at  once  to  Pittsburg,  he  com- 
menced the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Penney  N Sterrett, 
the  latter  an  eminent  judge  at  the  present  time  in  Allegheny 
county.  However,  before  he  had  completed  his  studies,  he 
became  desirous  of  travelling,  and  was  also  in  quest  of  a 
suitable  place  to  locale.  He  accompanied  a college  friend 
to  his  home  . in  Mississippi.  After  a sojourn  of  two  years 
in  that  State,  Louisiana,  and  Texas,  during  which  time  he  ' 
taught  school,  lectured,  and  acquired  much  valuable  infor- 
mation, he  returned  to  his  home  in  Beaver,  where  the  im- 
press of  his  strong  and  well-balanced  mind  was  soon  to  be 
made,  not  only  upon  the  politics  of  his  county,  but  on  that 
of  the  whole  State.  Immediately  afier  his  return  he  re- 
sumed his  legal  studies  with  R.  P.  Roberts,  in  1854,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar;  and,  in  1S55,  was  appointed  Pro- 
thonotary  of  Beaver  County.  In  1856,  he  was  elected  to 
the  same  office,  and  re’-elected  in  1859.  In  1S61,  moved 
by  the  same  patriotic  spirit  that  possessed  so  many  of  our 
youth,  he  resigned  his  office  to  accept  a Lieutenancy  in  the 
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Pennsylvania  Reserves,  then  organizing  for  service.  While 
his  regiment  was  awaiting  at  Camp  Wright  the  call  to  the 
font,  he  was  summoned  to  Harrisburg  and  made  Assistant 
Commissary-General  of  the  State,  with  the  rank  of  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel. It  was  here  that  his  capacity  for  organization, 
his  energy,  and  his  rigid  and  exact  attention  to  details 
soon  attracted  the  attention  of  the  authorities,  and  upon  the 
transfer  of  the  Commissary  Department  to  Washington, 
Governor  Curtin  invited  him  to  become  his  private  Secre- 
tary. The  military  staff  of  the  Governor  having  been  dis- 
pensed with  about  this  time,  the  duties  of  these  officers, 
together  with  the  then  enormous  correspondence  of  the 
Executive  office,  devolved  upon  the  private  Secretary,  all 
of  which  were  diligently  and  methodically  performed.  In 
August,  1862,  he  was  selected  to  command  the  134th  Regi- 
ment, Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  nine  months’  service,  and 
continued  to  fill  that  position  until  chosen  by  Governor 
Curtin  to  attend  to  the  delicate  and  responsible  duties  of 
State  Agent  at  Washington.  1 1 is  resignation  having  been 
accepted,  it  arrived  immediately  upon  the  eve  of  the  battle 
of  Fredericksburg,  into  which  fight  he  accompanied  his 
regiment,  eliciting  by  his  conduct  a complimentary  mention 
in  general  orders.  He  fulfilled  with  great  credit  all  that 
was  required  of  him  as  State  Agent ; and  the  Legislature,  in 
1S63,  in  order  to  meet  the  urgent  needs  of  the  service, 
created  the  office  of  Military  Secretary,  and  Governor  Cur- 
tin, remembering  the  invaluable  services  of  his  former  pri- 
vate Secretary,  immediately  recalled  him  and  assigned  him 
to  the  newly  created  post.  Lfpon  the  death  of  Colonel  W. 
W.  Sees,  Superintendent  of  Transportation  and  Telegraph, 
the  duties  of  that  office  were  transferred  to  him.  Holding 
these  important  and  confidential  relations  to  the  Governor 
until  1S65,  he  resigned  them  to  take  his  scat  in  the  Legis- 
lature, to  which  he  was  elected,  in  1864,  to  represent  the 
District  of  Washington  and  Beaver  counties.  In  this  body 
he  was  made  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  among  the  many  important  measures  reported 
and  passed  during  the  winter  of  1S67  which  bore  his 
stamp  was  the  act  relieving  real  estate  from  taxation.  In 
1806,  the  electi  m of  James  R.  Kelley  as  Speaker  was  mainly 
due  to  the  individual  and  untiring  efforts  of  the  member 
from  Beaver,  and  in  the  following  year  the  latter  himself 
became  a candidate  for  Presiding  officer.  It  was  a bitter 
contest,  for  the  Republican  party  was  divided  into  two  fac- 
tions on  the  question  of  the  United  States  Senatorship,  one 
supporting  ex-Governor  Curtin  and  the  other  Simon  Came- 
ron. The  latter,  desirous  of  success,  determined  to  defeat 
Colonel  Quay,  which  was  effected  finally  by  the  defection 
of  those  upon  whom  he  relied.  In  1868,  the  war  of  the 
factions  was  renewed,  and  the  following  winter  saw  the 
anti-Cameron  candidate  elected  State  Treasurer.  In  1S69, 
the  breach  was  healed,'  and  Hon.  John  Scott  elected  United 
States  Senator,  and  Robert  \V.  Mackey  State  Treasurer.  In 
this  year  also  Colonel  Quay  was  Secretary  of  the  Repub- 
lican State  Central  Committee,  and  his  faculty  for  organiza- 


tion was  observable  in  every  stage  of  its  progress.  About 
this  period  he  established  the  Beaver  Radical,  and  issued 
the  first  number  without  a subscriber.  This  paper  was  con- 
ducted with  rare  ability,  and  soon  fought  its  way  to  a lead- 
ing  position  among  the  journals  of  the  State  ; and  its  opinions, 
which  were  quoted  extensively,  contributed  largely  towards 
shaping  public  sentiment.  In  the  canvass  which  resulted 
in  the  election  of  General  Ilartranft  as  Governor  he  was 
his  devoted  and  unswerving  advocate,  and  exerted  a power- 
ful and  controlling  influence.  When  the  new  Executive 
was  inaugurated,  the  latter  invited  him  to  his  councils  as 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth.  In  this  position  his  ex- 
perience in  legislation,  his  vast  acquaintance,  his  knowledge 
of  the  character  of  our  public  men,  and  his  quick  observation 
and  good  judgment  have  been  of  incalculable  advantage  to 
the  administration. 
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OOPER,  THOMAS  V.,  Journalist,  and  Slate 
Senator,  was  born  at  Cadiz,  Ohio,  January  16th, 
1835,  and  is  a son  of  Dr.  |.  W.  and  Henrietta 
(Fields)  Cooper.  When  but  an  infant  his  father 
removed  to  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  received  a common  school  education.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen  he  commenced  as  an  apprentice  to  learn  the 
printing  business  in  the  office  of  the  Dehnoare  Republican, 
at  Wilmington,  Delaware,  and  in  his  twentieth  year  re- 
moved to  Media,  Pennsylvania,  where,  in  connection  with 
Dr.  D.  A.  Vernon,  he  started  the  Delaware  County  Ameri- 
can, and  served  as  one  of  its  Editors  until  the  breaking  out 
of  the  Civil  War.  He  aided  in  organizing  the  Fourth 
Pennsylvania  Infantry  Regiment,  in  which  he  was  tendered 
a First  Lieutenantship,  and  served  as  such  for  a period. 
Directly  after  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks,  he  enlisted  and  served 
in  Company  C,  26th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  con- 
tinued in  the  same  until  the  close  of  the  war,  being  con- 
nected with  the  Third  Army  Corps,  Second  Division,  com- 
manded by  General  Hooker.  Just  prior  to  Grant’s  Wilder- 
ness Campaign,  he  was  detailed  in  charge  of  Government 
printing  (by  order  of  the  War  Department)  at  Camp  Dis- 
tribution, Virginia,  and  while  in  charge  of  the  office  was 
Editor  of  the  Soldiers’  Journal,  a paper  which  in  eight 
months  cleared  52S00  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States 
Sanitary  Commission.  After  the  dose  of  the  War,  he  was 
offered  the  Editorship  of  a periodical  published  in  Philadel- 
phia, but  declined  it,  and  resumed  his  connection  with  the 
Delaware  County  American . He  was  elected  a member 
of  the  lower  branch  of  the  State  Legislature  in  1S70,  and 
was  re  nominated  in  1S71,  but  defeated  at  the  polls,  owing 
to  his  supporting  “ Local  Option  ” and  other  measures.  In 
1S72,  lie  was  again  a nominee,  and  gained  Soo  votes  over 
the  previous  year.  He  served  during  the  session  of  the 
House  on  many  prominent  committees,  and  was  Chairman 
of  the  Conference  Committee  which  framed  the  bill  for  the 
conduct  of  the  Constitutional  Convention.  It  was  during 
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this  session  that  he  did  General  Ilartranft  signal  service. 
The  leading  characters  in  what  has  come  to  be  known  as 
the  “ Evans’  swindle  ” sought  to  induce  him  to  introduce 
resolutions  impeaching  Auditor-General  Ilartranft  and  State 
Treasurer  Mackey.  Instead  of  complying  with  their  re- 
quest, he  reported  the  whole  details  of  the  interview  to  the 
I louse,  and  this  exposure  contributed  largely  to  the  success- 
fid  vindication  of  General  Ilartranft.  In  the  ensuing  cam- 
paign he  took  an  active  part,  confining  himself,  notwith- 
standing calls  from  every  portion  of  the  State,  to  a canvass 
of  Lancaster,  Chester  and  Delaware  counties,  speaking 
every  day  for  seven  consecutive  weeks,  and  acquiring  a 
Stale  reputation  as  an  off-hand  stump  speaker.  After  the 
election  of  Governor  Ilartranft,  he  was  prominently  named 
as  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  but  refused  to  be 
considered  a candidate.  In  1S73,  he  was  one  of  the  candi- 
dates for  the  Republican  nomination  of  State  Senator  for 
Chester  and  Delaware  counties  against  II.  Jones  Brooke,  a 
gentleman  who  had  the  advantage  of  thirty  years’  legislative 
experience.  There  were  three  candidates  in  the  field  on 
election  day,  and  an  exciting  contest  resulted  in  his  being 
returned  by  a majority  of  700.  In  the  Senate  he  was  ap- 
pointed Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Vice  and  Immo- 
rality, taking  cognizance  of  the  question  of  Local  Option; 
Secretary  of  the  Committee  on  Corporations,  and  a member 
of  the  Committee  on  Constitutional  Reform  and  Printing. 


I.LEN,  IIARRISON,  Lawyer,  Brevet  Brigadier- 
General  United  States  Volunteers,  and  Auditor- 
General  of  Pennsylvania,  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Russellburg,  Warren  county,  Pennsylvania, 
December  4th,  1835,  and  is  a son  of  Samuel  P. 
and  Mary  (Thompson)  Allen.  1 1 is  father  was 
of  Scotch- Irish  descent ; his  grandfather  a nephew  of  General 
Anthony  Wayne.  On  his  mother’s  side  he  is  partly  of  Ger- 
man extraction.  lie  was  reared  on  a farm  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  twenty  years,  and  during  the  winter  months  at- 
tended the  district  school;  he  was  unusually  industrious  as 
a student,  improving  his  leisure  hours  and  gaining^all  the 
information  to  be  acquired  in  the  schools  which  the  neigh- 
borhood afforded,  lie  possessed  a retentive  memory,  and 
was  quick  to  comprehend  an  idea  and  to  act  upon  it,  it 
being  his  aim  to  know  his  duty  and  to  do  it.  In  the  school 
he  was  an  excellent  declaimer,  and  exhibited  ability  and 
taste  for  such  exercises.  In  the  autumn  of  1855,  he  at- 
tended the  academy  at  Jamestown,  New  York,  and  during 
that  and  the  following  winter  taught  school  at  Farmington, 
in  his  native  county,  meeting  with  excellent  success. 
During  1856  and  1S57,  he  was  a student  in  the  academy 
at  Randolph,  New  York,  where  he  stood  high  in  his  classes, 
and  received  the  highest  honors  of  the  school  and  the  lite- 
rary society  of  the  school.  In  the  spring  of  1S56,  he  left 
school  to  engage  in  business,  of  which  “ lumbering  ” was 


an  important  part,  in  order  to  earn  the  money  to  sustain 
himself  and  to  prosecute  his  studies;  and,  in  1S57  and  1858, 
attended  the  Fredonia  Academy.  Here  he  again  won  dis- 
tinction, securing  the  highest  honors,  one  of  which  was  his 
election  successively  to  the  Presidency  of  the  literary  socie- 
ties with  which  he  was  connected.  In  1859,  he  entered 
the  law  office  of  Judges  Johnson  and  Brown  of  Warren, 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  remained  until  the  spring  of  1861. 
Having  a taste  for  military  affairs  he  devoted  considerable 
attention  thereto,  and  served  as  aide-de-camp  (with  the  rank 
of  Captain)  on  General  Brown’s  staff,  20th  Division,  Penn- 
sylvania Militia,  and  was  promoted  by  election  as  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel of  the  regiment  in  his  own  county.  At  the  out- 
break of  the  Rebellion  he  volunteered,  April  20th,  18G1, 
for  the  three  months’  service  as  a private,  and  was  elected 
by  the  men  Captain  of  the  Company  ; after  two  months  he 
re-enlisted  his  company  for  three  years.  He  was  ordered 
to  Pittsburgh,  and  thence  up  the  Allegheny  river  twelve 
miles  fo  Camp  Wright,  lie  drove  the  first  tent-peg  on  the 
ground,'  and  had  command  of  the  camp  until  relieved  by 
Colonel  McLean  of  Erie.  At  that  time  the  10th  Regiment 
of  Pennsylvania  Reserves  was  organized,  including  his  com- 
pany, at  Camp  Wilkins,  and  he  was  elected  by  the  men 
Major  of  the  regiment,  and  commissioned  by  the  Governor. 
He  was  tendered  the  Colonelcy  of  the  illli  Regiment  of 
Reserves,  but  declined  ij,  preferring  to  serve  under  Colonel 
John  S.  McCalmont  and. remain  with  his  men.  lie  joined 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  with  his  regiment,  and,  in  1S62, 
organized  the  151st  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and 
was  elected  Colonel,  serving  during  the  term  of  his  enlist- 
ment. He  was  brevetted  Brigadier-General  United  Stales 
Volunteers,  and  was  especially  complimented  for  gallantry 
and  efficiency  by  Generals  Doubleday,  Meade,  Reynolds 
and  Old  for  services  in  the  engagements  at  Drainsville,  Port 
Conway,  the  2d  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  Gettys- 
burg, and  Williamsport.  Here,  as  a mark  of  confidence, 
he  was  assigned  by  General  Doubleday  to  command  the 
advance  line  of  the  division,  and  successfully  routed  the 
rebels,  took  possession  of  their  line  and  held  it — the  enemy 
retreating  under  cover  of -tire,  night.  On  the  expiration  of 
his  term  of. service  he  returned  and  resumed  his  studies, 
and  was  admitted  to  ‘practice  as  an  attorney-at-law.  In 
1865,  he  was  nominated  on  the'Republican  ticket  as  Repre- 
sentative in  the  Legislature  from  the  Warren  and  Venango 
District,  and  was  elected.  The  following  year  he  was  re- 
nominated by  acclamation,  and  elected  by  a majority  of  1 1S2 
in  his  own  county,  running  largely  ahead  of  his  ticket,  lie 
served  with  great  credit  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  his 
constituents,  guarding  their  particular  interests,  and  also 
faithfully  conserving  the  interests  of  the  whole  State. 
During  his  term  he  took  part  in  all  of  the  important  dis- 
cussions, especially  signalizing  his  service  by  an  eloquent 
speech  upon  the  Constitutional  Amendment.  llis  influence 
as  a legislator  was  marked.  In  1S68,  he  was  a Delegate- 
at-large  to  the  Soldiers’  National  Convention  at  Chicago, 
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ami  also  District  Delegate  to  the  Republican  National  Con- 
vention, by  each  of  which  General  Grant  was  nominated 
for  the  Presidency.  lie  took  a very  active  part  in  the  cam- 
paign which  followed,  in  speaking  and  organizing.  In 
1S69,  he  was  a candidate  for  the  State  Senate  in  the  Mercer, 
Warren  and  Venango  District  against  a very  prominent 
member  of  his  own  party,  and  after  an  animated  contest 
carried  seventy-nine  out  of  ninety-nine  delegates  in  his  own 
county.  The  contestant  withdrawing,  he  was  nominated 
by  acclamation,  endorsed  by  the  District  Conference,  and 
after  a hard-fought  contest  was  elected  by  over  one  thousand 
majority.  During  his  term  in  the  Senate,  as  in  the  House, 
he  was  always  upon  the  side  of  right,  and  ranked  as  one 
of  the  strongest  and  most  frith  fill  members  of  that  body, 
taking  a leading  part  in  all  important  discussions  with  marked 
ability.  He  was  earnest  in  support  of  all  measures  pointing  to 
economy  and  reform.  During  the  discussion  upon  the  con- 
tested election  cases  in  the  Senate,  he  did  himself  great  credit 
in  a speech  upon  the  Right  of  Petition.  In  1872,  he  was 
elected  Auditor-General  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, by  the  unprecedented  majority  of  36,780,  and  entered 
upon  the  duties  of  his  office  December  2d  of  that  year.  In 
this  position  he  is  still  serving,  his  present  term  expiring  in 
May,  1S75.  He  has  ever  been  the  “ Poor  Man’s  Friend,” 
a title  which  was  given  to  him  at  a meeting  of  Democrats 
of  his  own  locality,  held  during  the  heated  contest  of 
1S72,  when  a series  of  resolutions  were  adopted  containing 
the  following  language: 

“ He  has  been  almost  the  first  in  every  charitable  enter- 
prise, and  has  thereby  blessed  the  homes  and  lightened  the 
hearts  of  the  needy,  without  reference  to  creed  or  condition. 
He  has  not  only  proven  himself  a good  citizen,  a true  and 
brave  soldier,  but  when  fortune  had  favored  him  with  means 
he  opened  his  hand  in  charity,  and  scattered  his  gifts  libe- 
rally to  the  deserving  poor,  and  many  have  blessed  him  for 
his  acts  of  kindness.  He  has  provided  homes  for  the  home- 
less, cheered  the  fallen,  and  strengthened  and  encouraged 
the  weak  when  temptation  was  dragging  them  down  to  ruin 
and  to  death.” 

As  a public  man,  he  has  always  been  true  to  his  politi- 
cal professions,  always  courteous  but  firm,  leading  the  way 
to  consistent  action,  striving  to  do  justly  by  all , planting 
himself  on  the  doctrine  of  the  Declaration  of  American  In- 
dependence, that  “ all  men  are  created  equal,”  and  scouting 
all  political  distinctions  based  upon  the  accidents  of  color 
or  birth.  1 1 is  success  is  the  result  of  earnest  purpose,  de- 
termination which  never  flagged,  exactness  and  promptness 
in  the  transaction  of  business,  a deep  sympathy  with  others’ 
wants,  a sacred  regard  for  his  word,  and  a faithful  discharge 
of  all  obligations,  with  a settled  purpose  of  right  which 
knows  no  such  word  as  fail.  He  was  married,  in  1865,  to 
"Mrs.  Anne  E.,  widow  of  the  late  Colonel  George  A. 
Cohham. 


ODD,  IION.  JAMES,  Lawyer  and  Judge,  was 
born  in  York  county,  Pennsylvania,  December 
25th,  1786.  1 1 is  parents,  who  were  of  Scotch  ex- 

traction, were  born,  educated  and  married  in  the 
north  of  Ireland,  whence  they  came  to  the  United 
States  shortly  after  their  marriage  and  settled  in 
York  county,  Pennsylvania,  where  his  father  engaged  in 
teaching  school.  In  the  early  part  of  1787,  his  parents  re- 
moved to  Westmoreland  county,  where  his  mother  died 
during  the  same  summer.  1 1 is  father  only  survived  her  a 
few  months,  but  previous  to  his  death  entrusted  his  infant 
child  to  the  care  of  Daniel  McLean,  a Scotchman  and  an 
elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church.  In  this  family  he  was 
raised,  laboring  on  the  farm  until  nineteen  years  of  age. 
Previous  to  this  time  his  education  had  been  of  the  most 
limited  character,  such  only  as  could  lie  afforded  by  a year 
and  a half’s  attendance  at  the  common  schools  in  a neigh- 
borhood recently  settled.  Being  very  desirous,  however,  of 
improving  his  education  he  availed  himself  of  every  oppor- 
tunity that  presented  itself,  reading  such  books  as  were  to 
be  found  in  a new  settlement  and  studying  late  at  night  after 
the  completion  of  the  day’s  labors.  After  two  years  of 
such  study  he  began  to  teach  school,  devoting  himself  more 
assiduously  than  ever  to  improving  his  education ; and 
having  joined  a debating  society,  was  so  successful  in  their 
contests,  and  developed  such  ready  powers  in  debate,  that 
his  attention  was  directed  to  the  study  of  the  law  and  to  local 
politics.  In  the  fall  of  1815,  he  was  elected  one  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Fayette  county,  and  was  re-elected  in 
1S16.  While  Commissioner,  he,  in  company  with  the  late 
Judge  Bouvier,  began  the  study  of  law  under  the  direction 
of  the  Hon.  Andrew  Stewart.  Upon  the  expiration  of  his 
term  as  Commissioner,  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Legisla- 
ture, and  re-elected  for  five  successive  terms,  taking  an  active 
and  leading  part  in  its  proceedings.  Having  been  admitted 
to  the  bar  of  Fayette  county,  in  1S24,  he  met  with  imme- 
diate success,  which  continued  during  his  whole  professional 
life.  In  December  of  1835,  he  was  appointed  Attorney 
General  by  the  late  Governor  Ritner,  and  thereupon  re- 
moved to  Philadelphia;  which  position  he  held  until  he  re- 
ceived the  appointment  by  the  same  Governor  of  the  Presi- 
dent Judgeship  of  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  for  the  City 
and  County  of  Philadelphia,  in  which  position  he  remained 
until  the  court  was  abolished  by  Act  of  the  Legislature. 
He  then  resumed  the  practice  of  law  in.  Philadelphia,  and 
at  once  took  a front  rank  amdng  the  leaders  of  that  bar, 
and  continued  therein  until  1852,  when  being  compelled 
by  ill  health  he  retired  from  the  active  duties  of  his  pro- 
fession and  removed  to  Westmoreland  county,  in  this  State. 
In  early  youth  he  united  himself  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  in  which  he  became  a Ruling  Elder,  and  continued 
all  through  his  life  an  active  and  consistent  Christian,  de- 
voting much  of  his  time  to  the  labors  of  the  Sabbath-school 
and  kindred  duties.  Such  a combination  of  firmness,  in- 
I tegrity  and  true  benevolence  as  was  manifested  in  his  life 
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is  rarely  witnessed.  lie  died  at  Greensburg,  Pennsylvania, 
September  3d,  1S63,  and  no  better  summary  of  his  life  and 
character  can  be  given  than  that  embodied  in  the  resolution 
offered  by  the  lion.  Edgar  Cowan  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Greensburg  bar  commemorative  of  his  death.  It  was  as 
follows  : 

“ Resolved,  That  while  we  lament  the  death  and  do  honor 
to  the  memory  of  Judge  Todd,  the  example  of  his  life,  so 
eminent  for  ability,  integrity  and  patriotism,  ought  not  to 
be  lost  to  the  young,  but  held  up  for  encouragement  and 
imitation,  lie  was  the  architect  of  his  own  fortune,  and, 
subsisting  by  his  labor,  without  the  aid  of  schools  or  masters, 
he  won  his  way  to  the  Legislature,  to  the  Par,  to  the  Cabi- 
net, and  to  the  Pencil,  acquitting  himself  in  all  with  dis- 
tinction. lie  was  also  an  ardent  lover  of  his  country,  a 
temperate  and  just  man  and  a sincere  Christian.  1 1 is  years 
were  as  full  as  his  honors,  and  extended  almost  to  fourscore.” 


YATT,  COLONEL  THEODORE,  President  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Military  Academy,  located  at 
Chester,  Pennsylvania,  was  born  in  West  Chester 
county,  New  York,  April  2Sth,  1827.  He  is  the 
son  of  Elijah  Lee  Hyatt  and  Sarah . Minthorn 
Hyatt,  formerly  of  New  York  city,  and  his  ances- 
tors are  among  the  oldest  families  in  the  State.  His  mother 
having  died  in  his  early  youth  he  missed  her  fostering  and 
protecting  care  amid  the  dangers  and  trials  of  youth.  lie 
was  prepared  for  college  principally  under  the  direction  of 
private  tutors,  but  much  of  his  preparatory  education  was 
obtained  by  his  own  self-culture  during  the  intervals  of 
teaching.  He  entered  the  Sophomore  Class  at  Union  Col- 
lege, in  September,  1S46,  and,  in  April,  1S47,  removed  to 
Princeton  College.  Having  completed  his  course,  he  was 
allowed  to  engage  in  teaching,  in  April,  1S49,  and  gra- 
duated in  June  following,  lie  first  established  the  Wilm- 
ington Classical  Institute,  and,  in  1857,  obtained  a charter 
for  the  Delaware  Military  Academy,  also  located  at  Wilm- 
ington. The  outbreak  of  the  War  found  his  school  in  a 
prosperous  condition,  and  over  one  hundred  of  his  cadets 
entered  the  Union  army,  mostly  in  official  capacities.  The 
arms  in  his  possession,  consisting  of  two  new  brass  cannon 
anil  about  one  hundred  stand  of  Harper’s  Ferry  rifles,  were 
demanded  by  the  State  authorities,  but  peremptorily  refused, 
although  subsequently  he  was  advised  by  the  United  States 
District  Attorney  to  avoid  a collision  by  giving  them  up; 
within  a month  of  their  delivery  they  were  collected  by  the 
general  Government.  The  Pennsylvania  Military  Academy 
having  been  chartered  in  April,  1862,  he  removed  to  the 
building  previously  occupied  by  Polmar’s  school  at  West- 
chester, Pennsylvania,  where  he  opened  September  4th  fol- 
lowing. This  school  continued  a successful  career  until 
January  1st,  1866,  when  it  was  found  advisable  to  remove 
to  the  building  erected  for  a normal  school,  at  Chester, 
Pennsylvania,  by  the  late  John  P.  Crozcr,  which  he  con- 
tinued to  occupy  until  the  completion  of  his  present  estab- 


lishment, which  was  built  expressly  for  his  accommodation, 
and  to  which  he  removed  July  1st,  1S68.  It  stands  upon 
an  eminence,  and  the  grounds  include  some  twenty  five 
acres.  The  imposing  structure  has  a frontage  of  225  feet, 
with  a depth  of  about  60  feet,  and  is  four  stories  in  height 
above  the  basement.  It  contains  every  convenience,  being 
lighted  by  gas,  heated  by  steam,  supplied  by  pure  water 
from  a spring  throwing  20,000  gallons  per  day  utilized  by 
means  of  a steam  force-pump,  and  having  a most  approved 
and  thorough  system  of  ventilation.  It  affords  ample  ac- 
commodation for  one  hundred  and  fifty  cadets,  with  quarters 
for  officers  and  apartments  for  the  private  family  of  the 
President.  There  is  also  a drill  hall  and  gymnasium,  100 
by  60  feet,  and  a fine  parade  ground  of  some  ten  acres  ex- 
tent. During  the  invasion  of  the  State  by  General  Lee, 
Colonel  Hyatt  took  his  battery  of  six  guns  manned  by  ca- 
dets to  Harrisburg  and  tendered  their  services  to  Governor 
Curtin,  who,  though  refusing  to  allow  them  to  go  into  ac- 
tion, subsequently  accepted  them  for  two  months’  service 
on  the  frontier  of  the  State.  The  public  appreciation,  as 
expressed  by  liberal  patronage,  is  the  best  testimonial  to  tbe 
ability  and  energy  of  this  oldest  teacher  of  a military  school 
in  the  country.  He  married,  December  23d,  1850,  Matilda 
E.,  daughter  of  James  Rice  of  Wilmington,  Delaware. 


I AVIS,  ELISHA  W.,  Lawyer,  and  Brevet  Brigadier- 
General  United  States  Volunteers,  was  born  in 
Butler  county,  Pennsylvania,  September  8th, 
1S28,  where  he  received  a common  school  edu- 
cation; at  fourteen  he  removed  to  Venango 
county.  He  commenced  life  ns  a laborer  at  the 
Rockland  Blast  Furnace,  being  employed  at  the  works  for 
nine  months  of  the  year,  and  teaching  school  during  the 
winter;  while  so  teaching  he  was  equally  a student  him- 
self. From  being  merely  a workman,  he  rose  to  the  posi- 
tion of  clerk,  and  having  proved  his  fidelity  to  the  interests 
of  his  employers,  and  his  marked  ability  for  the  oversight 
of  the  establishment,  he  was  promoted  to  be  Superintendent, 
and  finally  became  proprietor  of  the  furnace,  lie  also 
commenced  the  study  of  law,  and,  in  1857,  was  admitted 
to  practice  at  the  bar  of  Venango  county.  In  1S59,  he  was 
elected  a member  of  the  lower  branch  of  the  l egislature, 
secured  a re-election  in  i860,  and  was  Speaker  of  that  body 
during  its  session  of  1861.  In  the  spring  of  1862,  in  con- 
nection with  Colonel  Chapman  Biddle,  he  raised  a regiment, 
entering  the  service  as  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  121st 
Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  He  was  in  command 
of  the  same  at  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  Virginia,  where 
it  suffered  severely,  being  exposed  to  a terrific  fire.  In  this 
engagement  his  horse  was  shot  under  him,  and  for  his  gal- 
lantry and  bravery  upon  the  battle-field  he  was  openly  com- 
mended by  Major-General  Meade;  he  won  here  his  brevet 
rank  of  Brigadier-General,  lie  was  compelled  to  resign 
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from  the  service,  in  1S63,  owing  to  severe  sickness,  and  re- 
moved to  Philadelphia,  in  1864.  In  the  fall  of  the  follow- 
ing year,  he  was  re-elected  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  re-elected  five  consecutive  limes.  For  a second  time, 
during  the  session  of  1S6S,  he  was  chosen  Speaker.  Such 
unqualified  confidence  did  his  constituents  repose  in  him, 
that,  in  1S71,  he  was  elected  to  the  Senate,  and  is  now 
(May,  1S74)  serving  his  third  year  in  that  body,  lie  is  a 
member  of  the  Finance  Committee,  and  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Railroads.  He  is  one  of  the  most  punctual 
members  of  the  Legislature,  and  never  misses  a session  of 
that  house  of  which  he  is  a most  honored  member.  He  is 
a ready  debater,  and  in  political  questions  a bold,  fearless 
and  determined  "leader.  Ilis  creed  was  first  that  of  an  old 
line  Whig  until  that  party  ceased  to  exist;  and  he  has  ever 
been  affiliated  with  Republicanism  from  its  earliest  incep- 
tion. In  the  Legislature  he  has  always  been  the  champion 
advocate  of  charitable  and  educational  institutions,  and 
during  the  ten  years  of  his  career  at  Harrisburg  he  has  never 
opposed  or  voted  against  any  appropriation  for  such  objects. 
He  was  married  in  1S49;  and  of  his  family  of  six  children 
four  are  now  living. 

ARTRANFT,  JOHN  FREDERICK,  ‘Lawyer, 
Brevet  Major-General  United  States  Volunteers, 
and  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, was  born  in  New  Hanover  township,  Mont- 
gomery county,  Pennsylvania,  December  1 6th , 
1830,  is  the  son  of  Samuel  E.  and  Lydia  (Bucher) 
Ilartranft,  grandson  of  Leonard  and  Elizabeth  (Engle) 
Ilartranft,  and  on  both  paternal  and  maternal  sides  is  of 
German  extraction.  Ilis  education  was  commenced  in  the 
private  schools  of  his  native  township,  and  when  his  father 
removed  to  Boyerstown,  in  1S40,  he  received  instruction 
from  a private  tutor  employed  by  a few  gentlemen  of  that 
place  for  the  training  of  their  sons.  In  1844,011  his  father’s 
removal  to  Norristown,  he  entered  the  school  of  Rev.  Samuel 
Aaron,  where  he  remained  four  years.  In  1S47,  he  went  to 
Mercersburg,  and  attended  the  preparatory  department  of  Mar- 
shall College  for  two  years,  after  which  he  matriculated  at 
Union  College,  Schenectady,  New  York,  and  graduated  there- 
from in  1853.  After  leaving  college,  lie  adopted  the  profession 
of  a civil  engineer,  and  was  engaged  on  the  Munch  Chunk 
N White  Haven  Railroad  and  other  works.  I11  1S54,  he 
was  appointed  a Deputy  Sheriff  by  Michael  C.  Boyer,  and 
was  re-appointed  in  1S56  by  Samuel  D.  Rudy.  After  the 
expiration  of  Sheriff  Rudy’s  term  of  office,  he  engaged  in  the 
study  of  the  law,  first  under  the  preceptorship  of  James 
Boyd,  and  subsequently  with  A.  B.  Longeaker,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  October  24th,  1S60.  In  December, 
1858,  he  was  elected  Captain  of  a company  of  uniformed 
militia,  called  the  Norris  City  Rifles,  and  afterwards  be- 
came the  Colonel  of  a regiment,  which  position  he  held  at 
lire  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion.  When  the  call  came  for 


volunteers,  his  regiment  repaired  immediately  to  Harrisburg 
and  enlisted  for  three  months.  Their  term  of  service  ex- 
pired on  the  eve  of  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run,  and  he 
transferred  command  of  the  same  to  his  Lieutenant-Colonel, 
he  himself  remaining  and  participating  in  the  engagement 
as  an  aide  to  General  Franklin.  Stimulated  by  the  dangers 
threatening  his  country  he  returned  to  Norristown,  and  re- 
organized the  old  4th  into  the  51st  Regiment  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  and  entered  the  service  for  three  years.  Ilis 
command  was  assigned  to  General  A.  E.  Burnside,  and  par- 
ticipated in  his  successful  campaign  upon  the  Atlantic  coast, 
after  which  their  corps  joined  t;.e  army  of  General  John 
Pope  at  Fredericksburg,  sharing  its  fatigues  and  dangers. 
On  the  last  night  of  the  (second)  battle  of  Bull  Run,  after 
the  Union  line  had  been  broken,  and  the  army  was  in  full 
flight  towards  Alexandria,  his  regiment — which  was  among 
the  last  to  leave  the  field — was  surrounded  by  a large  force 
of  the  enemy,  and  a surrender  was  demanded.  He  imme- 
diately responded,  “ No,  never,”  adding,  “ Follow  me,  my 
men,”  and  himself  leading  the  way,  his  command  broke 
through  the  line  and  escaped.  At  South  Mountain  and 
Antietam  he  led  his  regiment  with  the  same  intrepid  courage. 
At  Fredericksburg  lie  was  in  command  of  the  advance  sent 
over  in  boats,  and  was  the  very  first  man  to  step  on  the 
shore  of  that  town.-  Following  the  fortunes  of  the  gallant 
Ninth  Corps,  he  went  West,  participated  in  the  sieges  of 
Vicksburg  and  Jackson,  and  afterwards  with  his  command 
endured  the  severe  trials  of  the  Tennessee  Campaign,  and 
the  siege  of  Knoxville,  where  he  commanded  a Division. 
Ilis  regiment  re-enlisted,  January  2d,  1864,  for  three  years, 
and  after  a short  sojourn  at  home  rejoined  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  under  General  Grant,  and  hastening  forward  en- 
gaged in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness.  1 le  here  received 
a slight  wound  in  the  wrist,  but  remained  at  his  post,  and 
for  the  gallantry  he  displayed  in  this  engagement  was  com- 
missioned a Brigadier-General,  May  12th,  1864.  He  served 
with  distinction  at  Cold  Harbor,  and  all  the  subsequent 
battles  before  Richmond  and  Petersburg.  When  one  of 
the  forts  of  the  Rebel  line,  before  the  latter  city,  was  blown 
up,  July  30th,  1864,  he,  who  was  ever  foremost  in  battle, 
led  a charging  party  that  took  possession  of  the  demolished 
works.  When  aid  failed  to  reach  them  and  their  position 
became  untenable,  he,  with  his  usual  disregard  for  personal 
danger,  returned  to  the  Union  line  under  the  hottest  lire 
rather  than  be  made  a prisoner.  When  Fort  Steadman 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Confederates,  on  the  morning  of 
March  25th,  1S65,  he  advanced  his  gallant  Division  of 
Pennsylvania  troops  at  double-quick  to  the  rescue  and  re- 
took the  fort.  For  this  service  he  was  made  a brevet  Major- 
General,  his  services  being  recognized  not  only  by  Major- 
General  Parke,  commanding  the  Ninth  Corps,  but  by  Lieu- 
tenant-General Grantand  President  Lincoln.  He  continued 
to  hold  this  commission  until  he  was  mustered  out  of  the 
service  in  the  fall  of  1S65.  He  was  ever  at  the  head  of 
his  command  and  in  the  most  dangerous  part  of  the  battle, 
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and  had  many  marvellous  escapes;  two  horses  were  shot 
under  him,  and  many  halls  passed  through  his  hat  and 
other  parts  of  Ids  clothing,  while  on  one  occasion  a star  was 
torn  from  his  shoulder  by  a bullet.  Every  soldier  who  was 
ever  under  his  command  is  proud  in  being  able  to  say  that 
he  followed  a commander  who  shrank  from  no  danger 
while  the  interests  of  his  country  were  at  stake.  After  his 
return  home  at  the  close  of  the  war,  he  was  appointed  by 
the  President  Colonel  of  the  34th  Regiment  Infantry,  United 
States  Army,  but  declined  to  accept  the  commission.  In 
August,  1S65,  he  was  nominated  by  the  Republican  State 
Convention  as  their  candidate  for  Auditor-General,  and 
was  elected  in  October  of  that  year  by  nearly  23,000  ma- 
jority. Before  the  expiration  of  his  term,  he  was  re-nomi- 
nated  and  re-elected  for  the  term  ending  May  1st,  i S72, 
but  his  successor,  Dr.  Stanton,  dying  before  he  was  in- 
ducted into  office,  his  term  was  extended  by  an  Act  of  the 
Legislature  to  December  1st,  1872.  He  received  the  no- 
mination of  the  Republican  party  for  Governor  at  the  Slate 
Convention,  held  April  9th,  1872,  anti  was  elected  in  the 
following  month  of  October  by  nearly  36,000  majority, 
lie  was  inaugurated,  January  21st,  1S73,  being  escorted  by 
the  Eire  Company  and  the  Norris  City  Rifles,  of  which  he 
is  an  honorary  member,  while  a large  number  of  his  fellow- 
citizens  followed  him  to  the  Capitol.  To  the  fame  he  ac- 
quired as  a soldier,  he  has  added  a noble  record  in  the 
civil  service  of  his  State.  Before  his  official  life  commenced, 
he  was  ever  at  the  head  of  every  enterprise  for  public  im- 
provement, and  for  several  years  was  an  active  Director 
of  the  public  schools.  He  is  one  of  those  popular  men 
whom  the  people  delight  to  honor  for  their  sterling  merit, 
strict  integrity,  noble  and  unselfish  patriotism.  He  was 
married,  January  26th,  1S54,  to  Sallie,  daughter  of  the  Hon. 
William  L.  Sobring  of  Easton,  Pennsylvania. 


RAIIAM,  JAMES  L.,  Bank  President,  was  born  in 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  in  1S1S,  and  is  a son  of 
William  and  Frances  Graham,  who  having  left 
Ireland  ten  years  previously,  located  in  Pittsburgh. 
1 1 is  father  began  his  mercantile  life  in  that  city, 
in  1S1 1,  and  was  always  regarded  as  an  intelligent, 
honorable  and  successful  business  man;  his  mother  was' dis- 
tinguished for  her  devoted,  pious,  Christian  character,  anil 
was  a member  of  the  first  Methodist  class  meeting  ever 
organized  in  Pittsburgh.  When  he  was  about  six  years 
old  his  parents  removed  to  what  is  now  the  city  of  Allegheny, 
where  he  has  ever  since  resided.  Although  the  facilities 
for  acquiring  a thorough  education  were  not  so  numerous 
or  convenient  forty  years  ago  as  at  present,  yet  by  diligently 
availing  himself  of  those  within  his  reach  he  acquired  in 
his  youth  a good  practical  English  education,  the  principal 
part  of  which  he  obtained  at  what  was  familiarly  called 
“The  Old  Academy,”  in  Allegheny  city,  then  conducted 
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by  John  Kelly.  While  still  a youth,  he  felt  that  fdial  duty 
required  him  to  assist  his  father  in  business;  and  this  obli- 
gation he  discharged  faithfully  and  cheerfully.  By  diligence 
in  business,  honesty  in  his  dealings,  and  courteous  treatment 
towards  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact,  he  soon  gained 
the  confidence  and  good  will  of  the  public,  thus  securing  a 
very  lucrative  trade,  which  in  a few  years  rendered  him 
comparatively  independent.  Notwithstanding  his  business 
engagements  he  did  not  relinquish  his  studies,  but  employed 
his  leisure  hours  in  storing  his  mind  with  useful  knowledge. 
While  thus  “ diligent  in  business,”  he  was  not  unmindful 
of  the  other  precept  of  being  “ fervent  in  spirit ; ” hence  in 
his  youth  he  attached  himself  to,  and  became  an  active  mem- 
ber of,  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church ; and  when  but 
twenty  years  old  was  licensed  as  a local  minister  of  the  same. 
Shortly  after  he  attained  his  majority,  he  was  called  into  pub- 
lic life  by  his  neighbors  and  fellow-citizens,  and  has  held 
various  positions  of  honor  and  trust  ever  since.  For  twenty 
consecutive  years  he  served  as  a School  Director  in  the 
city  of  Allegheny.  For  nine  years  he  was  one  of  the  Direc- 
tors of  the  Poor,  and  during  a portion  of  the  time,  when 
the  Asiatic  cholera  prevailed  as  an  epidemic,  he,  with  his 
associates  in  the  Board,  tendered  his  services  to  the  City 
Councils  for  the  purpose  of  caring  for  those,  who  were  stricken 
down  with  the  disease,  and  who  were  unprovided — for  want 
of  means— with  propet  treatment  and  attention.  He  served 
for  one  term  as  a niember  of  City  Councils.  In  185S,  with- 
out any  special  effort  ion  his  part,  he  was  nominated  and 
elected  Iligh-Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Allegheny.  In  the 
fall  of  1862,  he  was  chosen  a Senator  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
took  his  seatin  that  branch  of  the  State  Legislature,  January 
131I1,  1863,  as  the  colleague  of  the  late  John  P.  Penney  de- 
ceased, and  has  ever  since  remained  a member  of  that  body  ; 
having  been  unanimously  re-nominated  four  several  times 
by  the  Union  Republican  party  of  the  County  of  Allegheny, 
and  on  each  occasion  elected  by  an  overwhelming  majority. 
He  is  now  serving  (May,  1S74)  his  twelfth  year  in  the 
Senate,  and  has  always  occupied  a prominent  position  in 
that  body.  At  the  close  of  the  session  of  1867,  he  was 
elected  Speaker  during  the  recess;  so  that  in  case  a vacancy 
had  occurred  in  the  office  of  Governor  during  that  time  he 
would  have  become  the  Executive  by  provision  of  the  Con- 
stitution. When  the  Senate  was  organized,  in  1S6S,  he 
was  again  elected  Speaker,  and  served  as  such  during  that 
session.  In  1870,  he  was  appointed  Chairman  of  the  Finance 
Committee,  and— except  during  the  session  of  1871,  when 
the  Democrats  had  a majority  of  one  in  that  body — he  has 
remained  its  Chairman.  In  1S72,  he  was  appointed  Chair- 
man of  the  celebrated  “George  O.  Evans  Investigating 
Committee;”  and  has  at  sundry  times  been  named  to  nu- 
merous other  responsible  positions  in  the  Senate,  a fact  tes- 
tifying to  his  ability,  integrity,  fidelity,  and  the  confidence 
reposed  in  him  by  those  intimately  acquainted  with  him. 
In  1873,  he  was  selected  and  appointed  by  the  Governor 
as  one  of  the  three  Commissioners  from  Pennsylvania  to 
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represent  that  State  at  the  Vienna  Exposition.  He  has  been  I 
frequently  chosen  by  the  people  of  his  native  county  am! 
district  to  represent  them  in  both  State  and  National  Con-  I 
ventions.  lie  presided  over  the  Republican  Stale  Conven-  J 
tion,  held  in  Philadelphia  in  I S69,  when  General  Geary  was  | 
re-nominated  for  Governor;  he  was  also  a Delegate  to  the 
National  Convention  which  placed  General  Grant  before 
the  people  for  President.  He  has  been  twice  recommended 
by  the  Republicans  of  that  part  of  Allegheny  county  em- 
braced in  the  23d  Congressional  District  as  their  choice  for 
Representative  in  the  popular  branch  of  the  National  Legis- 
lature, the  first  time  unanimously,  and  the  second  time  by 
three-fourths  of  all  the  votes  cast.  From  the  date  of  the 
organization  of  the  Republican  party  until  the  present,  he 
has  been  a firm  and  consistent  believer  in  its  principles, 
and  in  the  policy  which  has  marked  its  administration  of 
the  Government.  A devoted  friend  of  the  Union,  he  has, 
when  it  was  imperilled,  labored  unceasingly  to  sustain  the 
Government  at  Washington  in  their  efforts  to  save  the  life 
of  the  nation.  1 1 is  time  and  means  were  freely  given  to 
raise  and  support  troops  for  its  defence  ; and  when  Pennsyl- 
vania was  invaded  he  volunteered  and  marched  to  the  front 
as  a soldier  to  assist  in  repelling  the  insurgents  from  its  soil. 
He  has  been  President  of  the  Allegheny  Savings  Bank  for 
the  past  fifteen  yeaVs  ; and  under  his  management  that  insti- 
tution has  had  a successful  business  career,  being  regarded 
as  one  of  the  most  reliable  banks  of  its  character  in  the 
country,  lie  is  emphatically  a self-made  man;  commencing 
in  comparative  poverty,  he  has  gained  wealth  and  honor  by 
pursuing  a straightforward,  true,  honest,  and  upright  course. 
He  has  been  eminently  successful  in.  all  he  has  undertaken. 
Whatever  station  he  has  filled— at  his  business  stand,  in 
his  bank-parlor,  on  the  rostrum,  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  or 
in  the  pulpit — he  has  manifested  capacity,  zeal,  and  faith- 
fulness. As  a Senator,  his  views  have  been  broad  and 
liberal,  and  he  has  carefully  guarded  the  public  treasury. 
In  financial  matters,  he  has  alu  ays  advocated  a true  economy. 
His  life  and  actions  have  been  before  the  public  for  nearly 
forty  years  without  a breath  of  suspicion  resting  upon  his 
character. 
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w ■ ERKES,  IION.  HARMAN,  Lawyer,  was  born  in 
Warminster  township,.  Bucks  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, October  8th,  1843.  He  is  a son  of  Stephen 
anil  Amy  (Montanye)  Yerkcs,  his  paternal  an- 
^ fJ  cestors  having  been  Swedes  or  north  Germans, 
^ and  his  mother’s  family  of  French  descent.  The 
Yerkes  family  were  prominent  members  of  the  Society  of 
Friends  and  among  the  earliest  residents  of  that  locality, 
having  settled  in  Pennsylvania  over  two  hundred  years  ago. 
Being  reared  upon  a farm,  Ilarman  Yerkes  spent  a period 
in  the  common  schools,  after  which  he  entered  Tcnnent 
School  at  Ilartsville,  in  his  native  county,  whence  he  passed, 
after  some  years,  to  the  well  known  V/illiston  Seminary  at 


East  Hampton,  Massachusetts,  where  he  completed  his 
academic  education,  in  1S61.  Having  subsequently  be- 
come a student  at  law  with  Hons.  Thomas  and  Henry  O. 
Ross  of  Doylcstown,  he  was  admitted  to  practice  at  the 
Bucks  county  bar,  November  2d,  1S65.  He  immediately 
engaged  h)  practice  there,  and  quickly  won  a recognition  of 
his  legal  talent.  Having  early  entered  the  political  arena, 
he  soon  became  an  influential  member  and  recognized 
leader  in  the  Democratic  party  of  his  county.  He  was 
elected  District  Attorney  for  the  Courts  of  Bucks  county 
for  three  years,  in  the  fall  of  1S68,  and  while  he  exercised 
the  functions  of  that  office  acquitted  himself  with  marked 
ability  and  general  acceptance.  He  was  a Delegate  to  the 
Baltimore  Convention,  in  1S72,  and  was  one  of  the  twenty- 
one  staunch  advocates  of  the  claims  of  Hon.  Jeremiah  S. 
Black  for  the  Presidential  nomination  given  to  Hon.  Horace 
Greeley.  In  1873,  received  the  Democratic  nomination 
for  State  Senator  from  the  Seventh  District,  comprising  the 
counties  of  Bucks  and  Northampton,  and  having  been  elected 
for  three  years  entered  upon  his  duties  in  January,  1874. 
lie  has  ever  stood  in  the  very  front  in  every  political  con- 
test since  he  attained  his  majority,  and  has  repeatedly  de- 
monstrated his  power  to  conduct  a successful  campaign. 
He  was  for  a number  of  years  a member  of  the  Democratic 
State, Central  Committee.  Few  men  have,  so  early  in  life, 
had  honors  so  thrust  upon  them,  or  made  a purer  or  a better 
record. 


-yMITII,  THOMAS  J.,  Receiver  of  Taxes  for  the 
City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  was  born  in  that 


city,  May  17th,  1837.  He  w'as  left  an  orphan  at 
the  age  of  seven  years,  and  had  his  own  way  to 
make  in  the  world.  IBs  education  was  received 
in  the  public  schools  of  Philadelphia,  which  he 
left  at  the  age  of  fifteen  ; for  eighteen  months  thereafter 
he  was  in  the  employ  of  William  W.  Moore,  wholesale 
shoe  manufacturer.  At  the  expiration  of  this  period  he  be- 
came an  apprentice  to  Smith  A Brown,  Second  street,  north 
of  Race,  with  whom  he  learned  the  pattern-making  busi- 
ness. He  remained  with  them,  after  his  term  of  apprentice- 
ship expired,  working  as  a journeyman  for  some  years;  and, 
in  1863,  engaged  in  the  same  calling  on  bis  own  account, 
at  Front  and  Race  streets,  where  be  continued  for  about 
three  years.  In  1S66,  he  relinquished  this  pursuit  and  em- 
barked in  the  flour  and  grain  business,  on  Poplar  street, 
east  of  Fourth  street,  in  which  he  continued  until  he  assumed 
the  duties  of  the  office  which  he  holds  at  present.  He  be- 
came interested  in  political  matters  soon  after  he  attained 
his  majority,  and  filled  several  oflices  of  honor  and  trust  in 
his  native  city.  He  held  a prominent  position  in  the  School 
Board  of  his  district  for  two  years,  and  was  earnest  and 
zealous  in  the  performance  of  his  duties.  He  lias  been  a 
delegate  to  several  of  the  State  Conventions  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and,  in  1S69  and  1S70,  Secretary  of  the  Repub- 
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lican  City  Executive  Committee.  In  the  fall  of  1S69,  he 
was  nominated  and  elected  a member  of  Select  Council, 
and  took  his  seat  January  1st,  1S70,  continuing  therein  until 
his  resignation,  in  December,  1872.  lie  had  previously 
been  nominated  for  the  office  of  Receiver  of  Taxes  by  the 
Republican  County  Convention,  and  was  elected  thereto, 
in  October,  1872.  The  canvass  was  an  exciting  one,  but 
such  was  his  popularity  that,  although  he  had  a formidable 
opponent,  he  not  only  was  elected  by  a handsome  majority, 
but  polled  the  largest  vote  of  any  candidate  upon  his  ticket. 
1 1 is  term  was  for  two  years,  to  expire  with  the  close  of 
1S74.  But  by  the  provisions  of  the  new  State  Constitution 
the  freemen  of  the  city  were  called  upon,  in  February,  1874, 
to  elect  his  successor.  1 1 is  able  administration  of  the  office 
had  given  such  universal  satisfaction,  that  he  was  unani- 
mously nominated  by  his  party  for  re-election,  and  again 
he  had  a strong  competitor  on  the  other  side.  As  at  his 
first  election,  so  he  once  more  ran  ahead  of  his  ticket  and 
was  successful,  his  term  now  being  for  three  years,  or  ex- 
piring on  December  31st,  1877.  During  neither  of  these 
political  contents,  which  were  carried  on — and  particularly 
the  last — with  more  than  usual  acerbity  and  rancor,  was  a 
single  charge,  imputation  or  insinuation  brought  against  his 
ability  or  character.  Calumny  had  no  opportunity,  for  his 
record  in  Select  Council  was  most  notably  a pure  one,  while 
his  conscientiousness  and  carefulness  in  the  discharge  of 
his  official  duties  as  Receiver  of  Taxes  was  apparent  to  all. 
The  people  felt  their  interests  were  secure  in  the  hands  of 
so  faithful  a public  servant,  and  in  the  second  contest  marked 
their  appreciation  of  his  services  by  returning  him  to  the 
office  by  an  increased  and  overwhelming  vote.  During  the 
War  of  the  Rebellion  he  volunteered  among  the  emergency 
men  of  1862,  and  held  the  position  of  Second  Lieutenant. 
Again,  in  1S63,  when  Lee  invaded  the  State,  and  prior  to 
the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  he  was  found  marching  to  the  front 
to  assist  in  repelling  invasion,  and  was  First  Lieutenant  in 
that  campaign.  lie  is  a member  of  Bust  No.  2 Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic. 


‘ OIINSTON,  THOMAS  S.,  A.M.,  D.  D.,  Clergy- 
man, was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania, 
August  4th,  181S,  and  is  the  son  of  the  late  Cap- 
tain Thomas  and  Mary  Johnston,  both  of  whom 
were  of  Scotch  descent,  and  also  natives  of  Scot- 
land. lie  received  his  early  education  in  a pri- 
vate school  in  his  native  city,  and  when  eleven  years  old 
had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  father,  and  was  thus  thrown 
upon  the  world,  being  completely  destitute  of  means,  and 
experiencing  withal  the  extremes  of  poverty  and  adversity. 
At  tile  age  of  fourteen  he  was  indentured  to  a hatter,  and 
during  his  apprenticeship  acquired  the  greater  part  of  his 
education,  and  was  in  the  habit  of  studying  at  night,  using 
the  workshop  for  this  pursuit,  aided  by  the  light  of  the  fires 
which  were  built  around  the  kettles  and  boilers  of  the  estab- 


lishment. His  master  having  observed  his  studious  habits, 
kindly  gave  him  every  advantage  and  opportunity  to  im- 
prove, and  of  these  he  eagerly  availed  himself.  Thus  he 
not  only  acquired  a good  English  education,  but  delved 
into  the  classics  and  supplemented  these  with  theology.  In 
the  neighborhood  where  he  lived  there  were  quite  a num- 
ber of  highly  educated  students,  who  cheerfully  tendered 
him  their  assistance  and  advice  whenever  he  desired  it, 
and  through  their  kindness  he  was  enabled  to  gain  access 
to  the  shelves  of  a well-selected  library,  lie  remained  as 
an  apprentice  until  he  had  attained  his  majority,  although 
he  had  been  licensed,  at  the  age  of  twenty,  to  preach  the 
Gospel.  As  soon  as  he  left  the  workshop  he  selected  the 
ministry  as  his  profession,  in  which  he  has  ever  since  con- 
tinued. For  fifteen  consecutive  years  he  was  settled  in  the 
pastorate  in  Philadelphia,  and  thence  removed  to  the  country, 
having  been  settled  at  Bristol,  Pottsville,  and  some  other 
places,  and  finally  at  Lebanon,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  has 
resided  for  the  past  ten  years  as  Pastor  of  the  German  Re- 
formed Church  in  that  town.  Like  all  self-educated  men, 
his  style  of  preaching  is  sui  generis,  strikingly  original,  and 
not  in  accordance  with  the  method  or  character  of  the 
schools.  lie  has  published  a considerable  number  of  Dis- 
courses, Addresses,  and  Lectures  upon  various  subjects, 
which  have  acquired  much  popularity,  and  have  been  most 
favorably  noticed  and  commented  upon  by  the  public  press, 
lie  has  also  contributed  largely  to  newspapers,  periodicals, 
etc.,  as  well  on  theological  as  on  literary  subjects  ; and  he  has 
frequently  been  solicited  to  deliver  orations  and  addresses 
before  societies,  colleges,  and  other  institutions  of  learning, 
lie  has  been  a member  of  all  the  higher  ecclesiastical  bodies, 
and  has  preached  also  before  Synods  and  General  Judica- 
tory Assemblies  of  the  Church.  He  received  the  honorary 
degree  of  Artiuin  Magister  from  Delaware  College,  Dela- 
ware, and  that  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  from  Marysville 
College,  Tennessee;  besides  other  distinguished  compli- 
ments from  various  institutions  throughout  the  country, 
lie  has  ever  been  a hard  student,  and  he  attributes  his  suc- 
cess as  a pastor  and  as  a scholar  to  his  own  individual 
exertion  and  energy.  When  it  is  remembered  that  he  left 
school  at  the  age  of  eleven,  never  again  to  have  the  advan- 
tages of  an  instructor,  the  fact  that  he  is  a self-made,  self- 
educated  man  is  most  apparent.  lie  is  a most  valuable 
citizen  in  the  community  where  he  resides,  and  all  classes 
bear  witness  to  his  urbanity,  liberality  and  generosity.  Of 
his  family  of  six  children,  all  of  whom  are  highly  educated, 
two  sons  are  physicians  in  good  practice,  and  one  of  his 
daughters  is  a member  of  the  Faculty  of  the  Female  College 
at  Allentown,  Pennsylvania.  In  the  ranks  of  the  self  edu- 
cated occupants  of  the  American  pulpit  he  stands  one  of 
the  most  distinguished.  He  is  rarely  equalled  by  those 
who  have  had  greater  facilities,  proving  most  conclusively 
that  even  adverse  circumstances  will  conduce  to  develop 
human  excellence,  and  that  untiring  energy  and  laborious 
perseverance  will  be  crowned  with  success. 
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1NSZEY,  A.  WILSON,  President  of  the  Common 
Council  of  Philadelphia,  was  born  in  that  city, 
October  8th,  1836,  and  is  a son  of  Samuel  C. 
Ilenszey,  a member  of  the  Society  of  Friends, 
who  was  for  many  years  connected  with  the  Bank 
of  North  America,  and  also  with  the  old  Western 
Savings  Fund,  besides  holding  various  other  important 
positions  of  trust  and  responsibility.  He  went  to  school 
both  in  Philadelphia  apd  in  New  Jersey,  where  he  resided 
for  many  years.  lie  was  connected  with  his  father  until 
he  was  nineteen  years  old,  assisting  him  on  the  farm.  From 
boyhood  he  was  imbued  with  Republican,  or,  more  strictly 
speaking,  Anti-Slavery  principles,  and  was  interested  in 
every  effort  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  African  race. 
So  very  conscientious  was  he  in  his  opinions,  that  at  one 
time  he  declined  using  any  article  manufactured  or  fabri- 
cated by  slave  labor;  and  the  first  money,  $300  in  amount, 
that  he  possessed  was  devoted  to  the  purchase  of  a slave, 
in  order  that  his  freedom  might  he  secured.  At  the  age  of 
nineteen  he  was  thrown  upon  his  own  resources,  and  was 
occupied  in  various  employments  until  the  outbreak  pf  the 
Civil  War,  when  he  entered  the  army,  and  served  therein 
in  divers  capacities  with  credit  and  honor  to  himself.  Being 
an  open,  avowed  Republican,  he  became  known  to  his  fel- 
low citizens  as  a life-long  believer  in  its  principles,  and  soon 
after  being  mustered  out  of  the  military  service  he  was,  in 
1S07,  selected  by  the  citizens  of  the  Tenth  Ward  as  their 
Representative  for  two  years  in  Common  Council,  wherein 
he  served  with  distinguished  credit  to  himself  and  advantage 
to  his  ward  until  the  expiration  of  his  term.  In  1869,  he 
was  nominated  by  the  Republican  party  and  elected  to  the 
Senate  of  Pennsylvania,  in  which  body  he  sat  for  the  three 
years,  at  the  close  of  which  (in  1S72)  he  was  again  nomi- 
nated and  elected  to  Councils.  After  a period  of  six  months 
he  was  chosen  by  that  body  as  their  Presiding  officer,  and 
has  been  re-elected  for  the  term  ending  in  1875.  He  has 
the  credit  of  being  one  of  the  best  parliamentarians  in  Coun- 
cils; his  decisions  are  ever  impartial  and  according  to  the 
rules  of  parliamentary  law,  although  they  may  be  adverse 
to  the  private  views  of  himself  or  of  his  party,  lie  is  a 
member  of  the  Public  Buildings  Commission  ; of  the  Park 
Commission  ; and  of  the  Girard  Trust,  besides  holding  other 
important  positions. in  the  city  Government.  Having  de 
voted  himself  exclusively  to  political  matters,  he  naturally 
takes  a great  interest  in  the  continued  success  and  welfare 
of  the  Republican  party  ; and  during  the  several  political 
campaigns  he  has  traversed  the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
Commonwealth,  taking  an  active  part  in  the  contests,  and 
delivering  addresses  favorable  to  the  cause  which  he  has  so 
much  at  heart.  He  has  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the 
best  orators  in  his  party.  Personally,  he  is  a most  esti 
mable  citizen,  and  has  a large  circle  of  acquaintance  ; among 
these  he  is  recognized  bv  many  as  a true,  tried  friend  ; and 
being  once  a friend,  he  always  remains  such,  never  forgettin 
old  tics. 


UMPHREYS,  MILES  S.,  Labor-Reformer,  and 
Senator  of  Pennsylvania,  was  born  in  Richmond, 
Virginia,  where  his  parents  were  temporarily  re- 
siding, August  25th,  1837.  He  is  the  first  and 
only  son  of  Jonathan  and  Hannah  (Miles)  Hum- 
phreys. When  he  was  but  nine  months  old  his 
mother  returned  with  him  to  Pittsburgh,  which  had  been 
his  parents’  residence,  while  his  father  continued  his  studies 
at  the  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  in  Richmond,  and 
after  a four-years’  course  in  that  institution  also  returned 
home,  where  he  subsequently  died,  in  the  year  1840.  The 
son  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Pittsburgh, 
and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  left  them  to  enter  a rolling  mill, 
where  he  learned  his  trade  thoroughly,  becoming  complete 
master  . of  its  details.  He  always  took  an  interest  in  the 
cause  of  the  laborer,  and  has  become  intimately  identified 
with  the  “ Labor  movement,”  and  was  for  many  years  a 
member  of,  and  finally  President  of,  the  Workingman’s  As- 
sociation of  Pittsburgh  ; and  also  President  of  the  Local 
Association  of  the  same  city.  He  is  a strong  advocate  of 
Trades  Unions,  believing  them  to  be  superior  schools  of 
intelligence.  During  the  years  1867  and  1S68,  he  was  the 
Director  of  a newspaper  company  in  Pittsburgh,  whose 
mission  it  \yas  to  advocate  the  interests  of  the  laboring 
classes.  --Tie  has  ever  labored  to  reconcile  labor  and  capital, 
believing  that  the  latter  must  learn  ultimately  to  regard  the 
power. and  appreciate  at  its  true  worth  the  former;  that  the 
laborer  should  be  treated  as  an  equal,  not  as  an  inferior 
being;  and  that  the  laborer  must  acknowledge  that  the 
capitalist  also  has  rights  w hich  must  be  respected  ; that  both 
sides  must  be  educated  to  think  properly,  and  then  they 
can  act  harmoniously.  This  he  believes  is  the  great  and 
important  matter  to  endeavor  to  effect,  ami  the  mission  of 
the  labor  unions  and  trade  associations,  lie  admits,  how- 
ever, that  sometimes  these  become — like  all  other  organiza- 
tions— mere  means  for  political  ends,  and  thus  their  original 
mission  is  lost  sight  of,  and  they  are  thus  liable  to  abuse. 
In  political  faith,  he  is  a radical  Republican,  and,  in  the 
fall  of  1868,  was  elected  a member  of  the  lower  branch  of 
the  Legislature,  and  having  honored  the  trust  confided  to 
him  was  twice  thereafter  re-elected.  At  the  October,  1S73, 
election  lie  was.  chosen  a member  of  the  Senate,  where  he 
has,  just  completed  (May,  1874)  his  first  term.  During  the 
period  when  the  iron-masters  of  Pittsburgh  by  their  action 
reduced  the  wages  of  the  boiler-makers  from  $9  to  87  per 
ton,  and  there  was  a consequent  suspension  of  work,  gene- 
rally termed  a “ lock-out  ” — it  was  in  the  dead  ot  winter 
when  this  attack  was  made  upon  the  laboring  man,  and  they 
suffered  under  it  for  many  months  thereafter — he  was  made 
the  Chairman  of  the  Conference  Committee  w hich  was  ap- 
pointed to  protect  the  interests  of  the  laboring  classes,  and 
was  the  author  of  the  Address  to  the  iron  manufacturers  of 
Pittsburgh  and  vicinity.  The  propositions  submitted,  how- 
ever, failed,  as  the  la‘*er  intended  they  should  do,  as  they 
were  secretly  engaged  in  making  a special  purchased  im- 
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portalion  of  foreign  labor,  which  ultimately  completely  failed, 
and  the  manufacturers  finally  compromised  by  offering  the 
very  terms  which  the  “Boilers’  Union ’’had  demanded  a 
half  year  previous.  lie  was  married,  at  the  age  of  twenty, 
February  6th,  1S58,  to  Mary  A.  Jones. 


ROOKE,  HUGH  JONES,  Legislator,  was  born 
in  Radnor  township,  Delaware  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, December  27th,  1805,  and  is  a son  of 
the  late  Nathan  Brooke,  of  Montgomery  county. 
His  mother’s  maiden  name  was  Jones,  her 
family  belonging  to  Delaware  county.  He  at- 
tended the  common  schools  of  the  district  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  fourteen  years.  Not  only  his  early  years,  but 
also  those  of  manhood  were  passed  upon  a farm,  and  to 
the  life  of  an  agriculturist  he  has  devoted  the  greater  part 
of  his  time.  In  1843,  he  'vas  elected,  on  the  Whig  ticket, 
a member  of  the  lower  branch  of  the  State  Legislature, 
and  was  subsequently  re-elected.  In  1849,  he  was  elected 
a member  of  the  Senate,  in  which  body  he  served  for 
three  years.  He  was  again  elected  to  this  body  in  1868, 
his  term  closing  with  the  session  of  1871.  He  has,' in 
all  cases,  served  as  a member  of  the  Finance  Committee, 
and  was  its  Chairman  during  one  term.  He  was  also,  for 
several  years,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  also 
on  that  of  Corporations.  In  early  life  he  had  been 
created  County  Auditor.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  late 
civil  war,  he  was  appointed  Commissary  of  Purchases,  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  held  this  position  partly  under  Cameron’s 
and  partly  under  Staunton's  terms.  When  the  town  of 
Media,  Delaware  county,  Pennsylvania,  was  projected,  and 
which  afterwards  became  the  shire  town  of  the  county,  he 
repaired  thither,  and  was  prominent  and  active  in  its  future 
growth  and  prosperity ; and  has  ever  been  closely  and 
largely  identified  with  all  its  public  improvements.  He 
has  been  a Director  of  the  Bank  from  the  date  of  its  or- 
ganization, and  is  a Vice-President  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Training  School  for  Feeble-minded  Children.  For  the 
past  thirty  years  he  has  been  a Director  of  the  Delaware 
Mutual  Safety  Insurance  Company.  He  was  the  organizer 
of  the  Farmers’  Market  Company,  of  Philadelphia,  and 
its  first  President;  and  afterwards  was  instrumental  in  the 
organization  and  establishment  of  the  Twelfth  Street  Mar- 
ket in  the  same  city,  and  has  occupied!  the  position  of 
President  of  the  corporation  from  its  inception  to  the 
present  time.  For  many  years  past  he  has  been  an  in- 
timate friend  and  strong  supporter  of  Senator  Cameron, 
who  claims  him  as  one  of  his  oldest  friends  and  admirers. 
In  his  various  positions  he  has,  through  life,  proved  him- 
self an  estimable  and  valueable  citizen.  Ilis  private  worth 
is  commensurate  with  his  public  usefulness.  He  was  mar- 
ried, in  1S28,  to  J.  Longmire,  a native  of  England. 
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ITTLE,  R.  R.,  Lawyer,  was  born  in  Delaware 
county,  New  York,  March  13th,  1820,  and  in 
early  childhood  went  to  Bethany,  Wayne  county, 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  attended  school  and  ob- 
tained all  the  education  that  could  be  acquired  in 
the  village  academies.  When  fourteen  years  old, 
he  removed  to  Susquehanna  Spring,  and  subsequently  en- 
tered the  office  of  Lusk  8:  Little,  attorneys  at  law  in  Mont- 
rose, Pennsylvania,  where  he  devoted  himself  to  the  study 
of  that  profession  which  he  had  selected  for  his  future 
career.  He  was  admitted  to  practice  at  the  bar  of  the  courts 
of  Susquehanna  county,  in  1S42,  and  thence  proceeded  to 
the  new  county  of  Wyoming,  which  had  just  been  created, 
and  attended  the  fust  session  of  the  court  thereof.  He  forth- 
with engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession,  opening  his 
office  at  Tiinkhannock,  which  had  been  made  the  shire 
town  of  the  new  county.  In  1847,  he  was  elected  a mem- 
ber of  the  'Legislature  to  represent  his  district  in  the  lower 
House,  and  was  re-elected  in  the  following  year,  thus  serving 
his  constituents  through  the  sessions  of  1848  and  1849. 
After  the  lapse  of  precisely  a quarter  of  a century  he  was 
again  elected,  in  the  fall  of  1873,10  the  same  body.  During 
the  year  1857,  he  was  appointed  by  President  Buchanan 
Judge  Advocate  of  the  Naval  Court  of  Inquiry,  constituted 
under  a special  Act' of  Congress;  and  he  filled  that  position 
unlil  the  business  before  that  body  was  completed  and  the 
court  dissolved.  With  the  exception  of  these  positions  he 
has  been  constantly  occupied  with  the  pursuit  of  his  pro- 
fession. He  has  been  a member  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  First' National  Bank  of  Wyoming  and  Tiinkhannock 
ever  since  its  organization,  in  1865,  and  is  also  connected 
in  the  management  of  various  other  corporations. 


cCORMICK,  HENRY  II.,  Lawyer,  was  born  in 
Stewartsville,  Westmoreland  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, November  24th,  1840,  and  is  a son  of  John 
and  Esther  (Sonash)  McCormick,  his  father  being 
E1  of  Irish  descent  anti  his  mother  of  French  extrac- 
tion. His  preliminary  education  was  obtained  in 
the  public  schools  of  the  neighborhood,  and  he  subsequently 
attended  the  Irwin  Academy,  completing  his  studies  at  the 
New  Derry  Normal  School.  He  then  commenced  prepar- 
ing himself  for  admission  to  the  bar,  and  after  the  usual 
course  of  reading  was  added  to  the  roll  and  became  a mem- 
ber of  the  bar  of  Allegheny  county,  at  Pittsburgh,  in  the 
year  1S63.  During  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  he  served  in 
the  ninety  days’  service  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  also 
as  First  Lieutenant  in  the  6th  Regiment  Artillery  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Line.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  went  to 
West  Virginia,  with  the  intention  of  embarking  in  the 
petroleum  oil  business  ; but  soon  ascertaining  that  its  pros- 
pects in  that  locality  were  far  from  encouraging,  lie  returned 
to  Pittsburgh,  where  he  shortly  afterwards  opened  an  office 
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and  settled  himself  down  to  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
and  having  applied  himself  with  diligence  to  the  cases  en- 
trusted to  his  care,  succeeded  so  well  that  he  soon  became 
a popular  and  well-appreciated  solicitor.  1 1 is  practice  in- 
creased, and  he  rapidly  rose  and  became  one  of  the  leading 
members  of  the  profession.  Having  originally  commenced 
in  the  criminal  courts,  he  soon  added  civil  suits  to  his 
docket,  and  by  so  doing  his  practice  has  grown  most  lucra- 
tive. He  is  the  Solicitor  of  the  Board  of  Health  of  Alle- 
gheny County.  He  has  ever  been  a most  earnest  Republican, 
and  was  among  the  first  to  advocate  and  urge  the  giving 
of  equal  political  rights  and  the  ballot  to  all  classes,  with- 
out regard  to  race,  condition  or  color.  He  was  honored 
by  his  fellow  citizens,  in  1S72,  by  being  nominated  and 
elected  to  represent  them  in  the  Legislature,  and  on  taking 
his  seat,  in  the  month  of  January,  1S73,  he  was  universally 
admitted  to  be  the  one  best  calculated  to  fill  the  Speaker’s 
chair;  and  when  the  hour  arrived  for  the  choice  of  a pre- 
siding officer  he  was  elected  to  that  position  without  oppo- 
sition. How  well  he  served  the  Commonwealth  in  that 
most  arduous  position  can  best  be  determined  from  the  fact 
that,  notwithstanding  the  many  difficulties  that  would  neces- 
sarily arise  from  working  under  the  ne\v  Constitution,  and 
the  novelty  of  his  position,  very  rarely  was  an  appeal  taken 
from  his  decision;  and  that,  moreover,. in  every  instance 
when  an  appeal  was  taken,  his  decision  was  invariably  sus- 
tained ; herein  is  ample  testimony  to  the  soundness  of  his 
judgment  and  the  precision  of  his  rulings.  lie  returned  at 
the  close  of  the  session  to  his  home,  having  served  with 
honor  to  himself,  his  constituents  and  the  Commonwealth. 
His  friends,  who  are  a host  in  themselves,  desired  that  he 
would  accept  the  nomination  for  Congressional  Representa- 
tive, but  he  declined  the  same,  as  also  the  position  of  United 
States  Attorney  for  the  Western  District  of  Pennsylvania, 
preferring  the  simple  private  practice  at  the  bar  to  the  toils 
of  public  life.  In  the  political  field,  however,  he  is  a most 
energetic,  active  laborer,  and  has  thrown  the  full  weight  of 
his  strength  into  the  contests  of  the  past  ten  years. 


^P?TRANAIIAN,  JAMES  ALEXANDER,  Lawyer, 
was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  March 
fcMjY  7th,  1839.  1 1 is  parents  were  natives  of  County 

I->owl1>  Ireland,  and  had  emigrated  to  America 
KVjS?  several  years  prior  to  his  birth.  1 1 is  father  was  a 
merchant  in  Philadelphia  for  a number  of  years, 
but  moved  with  his  family,  in  the  spring  of  1S51,  to  Mercer 
county,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  engaged  in  farming.  Prior 
to  leaving  Philadelphia,  his  son  had  attended  school,  and 
had  a good  knowledge  of  the  common  branches.  In  the 
new  location  he  continued  to  study  during  the  winter 
months,  varying  in  the  other  seasons  with  farming  and 
mining  in  an  ore  bank  which  had  been  discovered  on  the 
farm.  From  1857  to  i860,  he  attended  Westminster  Col- 
lege, Lawrence  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Union  School 


at  Mercer.  In  the  fall  of  i860,  he  went  to  Johnson  county, 
Kentucky,  prospecting  for  oil,  but  not  proving  successful, 
he  passed  the  winter  there  in  teaching  a select  “ silent  ” 
school,  and  returned  to  Mercer  in  the  spring  of  1 86 1 . En- 
tering the  office  of  Griffith  & Turnkey  he  commenced  the 
study  of  law,  and  shortly  after  took  editorial  charge  for 
several  months  of  the  Western  Press , a semi-weekly  paper, 
then  published  in  Mercer.  In  June,  1S63,  he  became  a 
member  of  a company  which  was  raised  in  response  to 
President  Lincoln’s  call  for  six-months’  troops,  and  was 
commissioned  First  Lieutenant.  He  was  detailed  as  Post 
Adjutant  at  the  City  of  Cumberland,  Maryland,  where 
he  remained  until  discharged,  in  February,  1864.  On  re- 
turning from  the  army  he  resumed  his  law  studies,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  during  the  ensuing  month  of  April,  con- 
tinuing in  the  office  of  his  instructors  until  July,  1869 — the 
last  three  years  of  the  time  as  a partner.  He  then  opened 
an  office  on  his  own  account  and  soon  acquired  a large  and 
lucrative  practice.  He  has  always  taken  an  active  part  in 
politics,  being  an  admirer  of  Democratic  principles,  and 
during  the  Rebellion  was  an  adherent  of  the  “ War-Demo- 
crats.” In  the  fall  of  1873,  he  was  elected  to  the  Assembly 
'of  Pennsylvania  from  Mercer  county,  as  a Democrat,  by  a 
majority  of  485  over  his  Republican  competitor,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  the  county  gave  a majority  of  over 
800  for  the  Republican  party  at  the  same  time.  On  taking 
his.  seat,  in  January,  1874,  he  was  appointed  a member  of 
the  most  important  committees  in  the  body,  and  b^th  in 
committee  meetings  and  on  the  floor  of  the  I louse  has  taken 
an  active  and  prominent  part  in  preparing  and  shaping  legis- 
lation under  the  new  Constitution.  He  is  in  favor  of  all 
the  reforms  of  the  day,  has  ever  been  an  earnest  and  pro- 
minent temperance  man,  and  has  proved  himself  a ready 
supporter  of  all  those  measures  which  aim  to  secure  and 
protect  public  and  private  weal.  He  was  married,  May 
14th,  1867,  to  Mary  E.,  daughter  of  Rev.  W.  M.  Robinson 
of  Mercer;  she  died  March  17th,  1868.  He  was  sub- 
sequently united,  February  25th,  1S74,  to  Lizzie,  daughter 
of  Benoni  Ewing,  of  Ilartstown,  Crawford  county,  Penn- 
sylvania. 


AMP2ELL,  HON.  ANDREW  L.,  Legislator,  is  a 
son  of  Robert  Campbell,  and  is  of  Scotch  descent, 
his  ancestors  having  come  to  the  United  States 
several  generations  ago.  He  was  born  on  March 
9th,  1S27,  upon  the  spot  where  he  at  present  re- 
sides, in  Butler  county,  Pennsylvania,  now  known 
as  Argyle.  He  was  reared  upon  a farm,  and  enjoyed  such 
educational  advantages  as  the  common  schools  of  his  na- 
tive county  afforded  at  that  early  day.  He  began  to  teach 
in  his  eighteenth  year,  and  continued  for  seven  years  so  em- 
ployed during  the  winter  terms,  devoting  himself  assiduously 
to  reading  and  study,  and  spending  his  summer  months  upon 
his  father’s  farm.  He  became  a volunteer  musician  in  the 


’ • • a* 


■ 


- 


• |i  >A),u  t iii  ill  ' 1 


■ ,ie  . lOtti'jM 


. 


l-.if:'! 

..  . : 

j . ■,  : , v i wti  Hi  , i . .ift  tir*  *1' ■■■&>*  <■'  ■ i # Jm  » ' ■ ■ : ' - ■ ■ ■ 

. 

}:■  . -r  Tif!  aid  HV  01.(1 . ' «'“■  1 s.-.i  " • 


£?  flf 


. I ' ■ : ill  ' ■ 


. 


BIOGRAPHICAL  ENCYCLOPAEDIA. 


397 


Marshall  Band  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  and  continued  with 
them  for  nine  years,  lie  has  taken  great  interest  in  the 
elevation  of  the  standard  of  common  school  education,  and 
has  probably  done  as  much  as  any  man  in  his  locality  in 
that  direction,  having  been  an  active  and  efficient  member 
of  the  School  Board  for  many  years.  At  the  outbreak  of 
the  War,  in  1S61,  he  and  his  brother  were  both  desirous 
of  entering  the  service,  but  as  only  one  could  be  spared 
from  home  the  matter  was  submitted  to  his  father,  who  de- 
cided that  his  brother,  having  the  smaller  family  and  fewer 
business  ties,  should  go.  lie  then  devoted  himself  earnestly 
and  patriotically  to  the  work  of  raising  volunteers,  and  con- 
tinued his  efforts  throughout  the  struggle.  1 1 is  brother’s 
term  of  service  having  expired,  he  seized  upon  the  oppor- 
tunity and  joined  company  L of  the  14th  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry,  September  1 9th , 1864,  and  served  in  various  de- 
partments to  the  close  of  the  war.  lie  became  interested 
in  the  development  of  the  oil  region,  in  1870.  Having 
visited  the  base  of  operations  for  close  observation  of  local 
indications,  and  having  carefully  studied  up  the  matter  from 
the  writings  of  the  most  skilled  operators,  he  became  con- 
vinced that  oil  was  to  be  found  in  his  own  locality.  lie 
accordingly  effected  a lease,  on  April  24th,  1S71,  and  hav- 
ing formed  a company  commenced  operations,  which  re- 
sulted successfully,  on  November  20th  following,  when  they 
obtained  a flow  of  oil  from  the  famous  “ Wild-cat  Well.” 
He  thus  became  the  first  man  to  engage  in  the  development 
of  the  oil  production  of  Butler  county,  and  has  since  managed 
large  tracts  of  oil  territory,  pushing  forward  the  work  with 
marvellous  energy  and  success.  His  career  in  life  had  been 
so  noted  for  honor  and  integrity  and  he  had  so  won  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  his  community  that  when,  in  June, 
1S73,  his  name  was  brought  before  the  Republican  party 
of  his  district  for  nomination  to  the  State  Legislature  he 
received  a nearly  unanimous  vote,  and  was  triumphantly 
elected  in  October  following.  He  took  his  seat,  January 
1st,  1S74,  and  was  an  active  worker,  not  only  for  the  good 
of  his  own  constituency,  but  for  the  promotion  of  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  whole  Commonwealth.  He  was  re-nominated 
June  7th,  1S74,  by  a large  majority  over  all  the  candidates, 
six  in  number.  He  has  never  aspired  to  political  honor, 
but  was  too  patriotic  to  decline  the  marked  expression  of 
the  desire  of  the  people  of  his  district.  He  is  widely  es- 
teemed for  his  intrinsic  worth  and  his  social  qualities. 


ffT  ^OCKAVAY,  CHARLES  B.,  Lawyer,  was  born 
' in  Berwick,  Columbia  county,  Pennsylvania, 
April  1st,  1840,  of  New  England  parentage. 
While  yet  a lad  it  became  evident  to  him  that 
he  had  to  make  his  own  way  through  the  world, 
and  for  several  years  he  alternated  between 
driving  on  the  canals  and  working  in  the  harvest  fields. 
Then  he  became  a resident  of  Senator  Buckalew’s  family, 


and  for  the  first  time  enjoyed  some  educational  advantages, 
lie  was  subsequently  employed  as  Weigh-master  on  the 
canal  at  Beach  Haven  until  Senator  Buckalew  returned 
from  his  South  American  mission,  in  1855,  when  he  again 
became  an  inmate  of  his  family,  and  then  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  — Beach,  at  Beach  Haven,  as  clerk.  In  January, 
1S58,  he  was  appointed  Chief  Clerk  in  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral’s olfice  at  Harrisburg,  which  position  he  held  until  the 
close  of  the  Legislative  session.  Soon  after,  his  patron, 
Senator  Buckalew,  was  appointed  Minister  Resident  at 
Quito,  Ecuador,  and  he  accompanied  him  as  private  Secre- 
tary. In  August,  1859,  he  returned  home,  and  during  the 
following  winter  taught  school  in  Luzerne  county.  In  April, 
1S60,  he  returned  to  Bloomsburg,  read  law  with  E.  11. 
Little,  then  District  Attorney,  and  during  the  following 
winter  taught  school  in  that  town.  In  iS6l,at  the  outbreak 
of  the  Rebellion,  he  was  the  first  man  to  enlist  in  the  ranks 
from  Bloomsburg,  and  was  soon  after  appointed  Sergeant  in 
the  “Iron  Guards”  (Company  A,  6lh  Regiment  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers).  Preferring  the  artillery,  he  enlisted  for 
three  years  as  a private  in  Battery  F,  1st  Pennsylvania  Light 
Artillery,  and  was  soon  made  Sergeant.  The  battery  was 
at  first  attached  to  the  Reserve  Corps  at  Tennallytown,  but 
was  soon  afterwards  detached  and  ordered  to  Banks’  com- 
mand at  Darnestown,  Maryland,  where  a section  of  Parrott 
guns  was  added  to  it,  and,  being  short  of  officers,  he  was 
unanimously  elected  First  Lieutenant,  and  at  once  took 
command  of  the  section,  then  the  only  light  artillery  on  the 
Potomac  between  Harper’s  Ferry  and  Cumberland.  The 
duties  were  incessant,  much  frontier  having  to  be  guarded, 
and  the  enemy  evincing  a determination  to  cross  the  river. 
Until  February,  lS62,he  was  in  command,  when  a question 
arising  as  to  a vacancy  having  existed  in  the  battery  at  the 
time  of  his  election,  he  resigned  his  commission  and  re- 
turned to  the  ranks ; but  soon  thereafter  was  unanimously 
elected  Second  Lieutenant,  and  was- subsequently  promoted 
as  vacancies  arose.  He  saw  an  immense  amount  of  service, 
and  his  was  the  first  Union  battery  to  enter  Winchester, 
Virginia.  In  April,  1S62,  it  joined  McDowell’s  Corps, 
when  important  engagements  took  place,  and  its  service  was 
pronounced  by  Colonel  Bryan  to  be  as  fine  practice  as  any 
in  the  regular  service.  It  afterwards  served  in  the  Shenan- 
doah Valley,  and  covered  the  retreat  at  the  second  battle  of 
Bull  Run,  where  he  was  captured  by  the  rebels  as  one  of 
Pope’s  felons  and  conveyed  to  Libby  Prison,  where  he  re- 
mained until  exchanged.  He  was  thus  a prisoner  while 
Antielam  was  fought,  the  only  engagement  of  the  war  in 
which  his  battery  participated  that  he  missed.  He  was  in  the 
battle  of  Chanccllorsville,  where  he  rendered  important 
service;  and  also  in  the  famous  battle  of  Gettysburg,  re- 
pelling the  grand  charge  of  Early’s  1 )ivision,  headed  by  the 
famous  Louisiana  Tigers.  From  this  time  forward  it  was 
attached  to  the  Second  Corps,  and  was  on  the  Rapidan, 
formed  the  rear-guard  during  Meade’s  retrograde  movement 
on  Bull  Run,  fought  the  battle  of  Bristoe’s  Station,  and 
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was  the  only  artillery  in  the  battles  of  the  Wilderness,  1864. 
It  participated  in  all  the  subsequent  battles  of  the  campaign, 
closing  with  Petersburg,  lie  was  appointed  Assistant  Chief 
of  Artillery  to  General  Ilazzard,  but  being  attacked  with 
typhoid  fever  was  sent  to  the  hospital.  Having  somewhat 
recuperated  his  health,  he  was  ordered  on  light  duty  with 
Sheridan  in  the  Valley  of  Virginia,  and  afterwards  served 
at  Rock  Island,  Illinois.  1 1 is  health  continuing  feeble,  he 
resigned  the  service,  having  been  breveted  Captain  for  gal- 
lant and  meritorious  conduct  at  Bull  Run.  He  was  sub- 
sequently commissioned  Captain  of  his  old  battery  by  Gover- 
nor Curtin,  but  declined,  having  learned  that  his  acceptance 
would  interfere  with  the  promotion  of  other  officers.  He 
returned  home,  resumed  his  studies,  and  was  shortly  there- 
after admitted  to  the  bar.  In  1867,  he  took  charge  of 
The  Columbian , which  he  conducted  until  nominated  for 
Congress,  in  1S70.  He  is  a prominent  Mason,  having  re- 
ceived the  jed  degree  of  the  Scottish  rite,  is  a Past  Grand  of 
the  Independent  Order  Odd  Fellows,  and  holds  a high  office 
in  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 


LIEN,  GEORGE  W.,  Lawyer,  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Russellburg,  Warren  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  the  year  1S44,  and  is  a son  of  Samuel 
P.  and  Mary  (Thompson)  Allen.  1 1 is  father 
was  of  Scotch- Irish  descent,  his  grandfather  a 
nephew  of  the  celebrated  General  Anthony 
Wayne;  and  his  mother  is  partly  of  German  extraction, 
lie  passed  his  youth  on  a farm,  and  attended  the  district 
school  during  the  winter  months  until  he  attained  his  fifteenth 
year,  when  he  entered  the  Edinborough  Normal  School,  in 
Crawford  county,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  remained  until 
1S62 — occupying  himself  dining  the  winter  months  in  teach 
ing  school.  At  the  latter  date,  he  entered  the  military 
service  as  private  Secretary  to  his  brother,  then  Colonel 
of  the  151st  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  afterwards 
General  Harrison  Allen.  Returning  home,  in  1863,  he 
finished  his  studies,  and,  in  1 868,  entered  his  brother’s  office 
— who  was  then  a prominent  legal  practitioner  of  Warren, 
Pennsylvania — and  commenced  reading  law.  In  1871,  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  opened  an  office  in  Tidioute, 
Warren  county,  where  he  soon  established  a lucrative  prac- 
tice, being  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  promising  young 
men  at  the  bar.  In  1873,  he  was  nominated  by  the  Repub- 
lican party  and  elected  a member  of  the  lower  branch  of 
the  State  Legislature,  where  he  has  made  a most  honorable 
record,  having  delivered  some  very  strong  and  creditable 
speeches  on  different  subjects,  and  taken  a leading  part  in 
the  various  debates  of  the  session.  1 1 is  course  has  met  with 
the  approbation  of  both  parties  of  the  district,  and  at  the 
close  of  the  session  on  his  return  home  he  was  received  with 
a perfect  ovation  by  the  whole  people,  and  was  complimented 
by  his  fellow-citizens  with  an  address  of  congratulation, 
endorsing  his  legislative  career. 
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"/■/A  UTLER,  GEORGE  II. , Lawyer,  and  Senator  of 
Pennsylvania,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Guilford, 
Vermont,  October  29th,  1S09,  and  is  a member 
of  one  of  the  oldest  New  England  families.  He 
attended  school  in  his  native  county,  and  also  in 
Cayuga  county,  New  York,  where  he  obtained  a 
first-class  academical  education.  When  nineteen  years  of 
age,  he  left  school  and  engaged  in  the  study  of  law  at 
Homer,  Cortland  county,  New  York,  in  the  office  of  Ross 
& Aiken,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  in  November,  1S40, 
at  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  having  completed  his  studies  with 
Judge  Galbraith  of  that  city,  lie  at  once  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession,  and  has  ever  since  made  his  re- 
sidence there.  He  was  a Democrat  in  political  faith  until 
1861,  when  he  left  its  ranks  with  many  others,  and  was 
eminently  active  and  patriotic  in  support  of  the  Government 
and  the  maintenance  of  the  Union  arms.  He  was  never  an 
aspirant  for  political  honors,  and  always  declined  nomina- 
tions tendered  him  by  his  admirers,  until  1872,  when  he 
was  prevailed  upon  to  become  the  Republican  nominee  for 
Senator  to  represent  Erie  and  Warren  counties,  and  was 
elected  in  October  of  that  year.  He  took  his  seat,  in 
January,  1S73,  and  was  placed  on  the  Committees  of  Con- 
stitutional Reform,  Judiciary  (local),  Estates  and  Escheats, 
and  Retrenchment  and  Reform.  His  course  as  a legislator, 
a professional  man,  and  a citizen,  has  been  such  as  to 
command  respect  and  confidence. 


fowAMISON,  J-  MILES,  Merchant,  was  born  in  Rich- 
In,  J boro’,  Bucks  county,  Pennsylvania,  November  1st, 
1844,  and  was  educated  in  the  common  school 
of  the  district.  While  yet  a youth,  he  went  to 
Philadelphia,  where  he  engaged  in  the  notion 
business,  and  subsequently  learned  the  art  of  pho- 
tography in  Gutekunst’s  establishment.  In  1S64,  he  removed 
to  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  where  lie  opened  a photographic 
gallery,  and  continued  in  that  line  for  four  years,  when  he 
returned  to  Richboro’  and  succeeded  his  father  in  the  mer- 
cantile business.  In  political  faith,  he  is  a Democrat  of  the 
old  Jeffersonian  school ; but  although  greatly  interested  in 
the  political  movements  of  the  day,  is  no  politician,  or,  as 
the  term  is  generally  defined,  an  office-seeker.  On  the  con- 
trary', the  office  or  position  sought  him  from  among  the 
ranks  of  the  people,  and  he  was  nominated,  in  the  fall  of 
1873,  to  represent  the  citizens  of  his  district  in  the  lower 
branch  of  the  State  Legislature.  He  took  his  seat  in  that 
body,  on  January  1st,  1874,  and  was  attentive  and  zealous 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  He  served  acceptably  on  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations,  and  also  on  that  of  Counties 
and  Townships.  Honest,  capable,  and  genial  in  his  man- 
ners, he  has  secured  the  friendship  of  all  whom  he  has  en- 
countered, both  in  the  walks  of  mercantile  life  and  in  the 
Legislative  chamber;  and  it  is  but  fair  to  presume  that  one 
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who  lias  thus  early  entered  upon  a career  of  usefulness  will 
be  honored  in  the  future  with  a more  exalted  station  in  the 
service  of  the  Commonwealth. 


LLEN,  ORRIN  C.,  Lawyer,  and  Merchant,  was 
horn  in  the  town  of  Russellburg,  Warren  county, 
Pennsylvania,  in  the  year  1S40,  and  is  a son  of 
Samuel  P.  and  Mary  (Thompson)  Allen.  II  is 
father  was  of  Scolch-Irish  descent,  and  his  grand- 
father was  a nephew  of  the  celebrated  Revolu- 
tionary General,  Anthony  Wayne;  on  his  mother’s  side  he 
is  partly  of  German  extraction.  1 1 is  younger  years  were 
passed  on  a farm,  attending  the  district  school  during  the 
winter  months.  In  1S59  and  1S60,  he  was  a studeilt  in  the 
academy  at  Jamestown,  New  York,  in  company. with  his 
brother,  Samuel  T.  Allen,  and  during  the  winter  Hionths  he 
taught  school  with  aptitude  and  excellent  success.’  ‘ Itv  1S62, 
he  entered  the  office  of  Judge  Schofield  & Brown,  with  whom 
he  engaged  in  the  study  of  law,  and  was  admitted  to  prac- 
tice at  the  bar,  in  1S65.  Shortly  thereafter  he  was  nomi- 
nated by  the  Republican  party  and  elected  to  the  office  of 
District  Attorney,  which  position  he  held  for  three-years. 
In  1S6S,  an  ocular  affection  compelled  him  to  relinquish  the 
legal  profession,  lie  shortly  afterwards  embarked  in  the 
lumber  and  petroleum  business,  and  has  been  very  successful. 
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’ ECIITEL,  OLIVER  PERRY,  Lawyer,  and  Sena- 
tor  from  the  Tenth  Senatorial  District  of  Penn- 
sylvania, was  born  in  Northumberland  county, 
Pennsylvania,  January  31st,  1S42,  and  when  six 
years  of  age  removed  with  his  parents  to  Schuyl- 
kill county,  where  he  has  ever  since  resided. 
He  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  district,  and  completed  it  in  Muhlenberg  Col- 
lege, Allentown,  Pennsylvania.  At  the  age  of  seventeen 
years  he  commenced  teaching,  and  was  so  occupied  for  a 
considerable  period  in  various  localities,  among  others,  at 
the  Arcadian  Institute  in  Orwigsburg,  Schuylkill  county, 
in  1861  ; he  was  subsequently  the  Principal  of  various 
academies.  lie  afterwards  selected  lion.  Eraneis  W. 
Hughes  of  Poltsville  as  his  preceptor,  and  studied  law  in 
his  office  until  his  admission  to  the  bar.  May  10th,  [866. 
He  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Poltsville,  and 
soon  won  success,  his  able  and  earnest  efforts  in  behalf  of 
his  clients  being  rewarded  by  a constantly  increasing  and 
remunerative  patronage.  He  was  tendered  by  his  fellow- 
citizens  the  nomination  for  the  office  of  District  Attorney, 
but  declined  the  same,  preferring  to  preserve  his  indepen- 
dence as  a private  counsellor  at  law  to  the  emoluments 
arising  from  this  public  position.  In  1S73,  however,  he 
yielded  to  the  pressure,  became  the  Democratic  nominee  for 


Senator  of  the  Tenth  District,  and  was  elected  in  the  fall 
of  that  year.  During  the  session  of  1S74,  he  served  on  the 
Constitutional  Reform,  and  other  important  Committees. 


ULLEN,  WILLIAM  JAMES,  Philanthropist,  and 
Prison  Agent  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  was 
born  in  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  May  201b,  1805, 
and  is  the  only  child  of  Charles  and  Mary  Mul- 
len. When  William  was  nine  years  old  his  father 
became  disabled — having  been  wounded  in  the 
1812 — and  could  no  longer  support  his  family. 
Thereupon,  the  mother  took  her  sun  to  Philadelphia,  where 
a situation  was  procured  for  him  as  errand  boy.  While 
engaged  in  this  vocation,  a permanent  impression  was  pro- 
duced upon  his  character  by  a false  accusation,  the  conse- 
quent cruel  treatment,  and  the  difficulty  in  establishing  his 
innocence,  in  which,  however,  he  succeeded  at  last,  and 
most  triumphantly.  A providential  circumstance  revealed 
the  true  culprit — and  but  for  this,  he  might  have  been  im- 
prisoned.. To  this  incident  he  attributes  much  of  his  sym- 
pathy- for  prisoners  wrongfully  incarcerated,  and  also  for 
tjre  African,  slaves,  for  whose  freedom  he  so  industriously 
labored  while -.slavery  existed.  At  the  age  of  sixteen,  he 
was  apprenticed  Joj a.  jeyzelcr  named  Bruno,  in  whose  em- 
ploy he  soon  distinguished  himself  by  his  superior  work- 
manship. When  he  attained  his  majority,  he  commenced 
business 'on  his  own  account  as  a manufacturer  of  jewelry. 
At  an  early  period. of  his  business  career  he  invented  a new 
method  of  manufacturing  gold  watch  dials,  which  proved 
eminently  successful,  and  brought  him  a handsome  income. 
In  1827,  he  began  his  public  career  by  taking  an  important 
part  in  the  measures  which  subsequently  led  to  the  reform 
of  the  State  Constitution  by  the  abolition  of  life  offices. 
He  was  elected  the  President  of  the  first  County  Conven- 
tion— this  was  held  in  Philadelphia;  and  was  chosen  Secre- 
tary of  the  first  State  Convention,  which  assembled  at 
Harrisburg,  in  1832.  He  was  also  the  prime  mover  in  a 
scheme  for  the  erection  of  a monument  to  Washington,  the 
corner  stone  of  which  was  laid  February  221I,  1833,  in 
Washington  Square;  the  money  then  collected  has  been 
since  invested  for  that  purpose.  In  1834,110  removed  to 
New  York,  and  established  bis  business  on  a large  scale  in 
‘that  city.  While  residing  there  he  was  a member  and 
director  of  tbe  American  Institute,  and  also  of  the  Mecha- 
nics’ Institute;  and  both  these  organizations  awarded  him 
a gold  medal  for  his  superior  mechanical  skill  and  inven- 
tions. His  business  standing  was  excellent,  his  affairs  pros- 
perous, and  his  charities  many  in  number.  In  1S37,  he 
took  quite  a leading  part  in  the  liberation  of  the  Canadian 
patriot,  McKenzie.  This  was  his  first  effort  to  secure  free- 
dom for  a prisoner  unjustly  incarcerated,  and  it  was  success- 
ful ; he  had  McKenzie  released  from  the  “Tombs.”  His 
business  in  New  York  was  broken  up  in  the  great  financial 
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crisis  of  1S37— ’3S,  n.n<l,  in  1840,  he  returned  to  Philadelphia, 
where  he  resumed  the  manufacture  of  gold  dials  for  watches. 
His  exertions  on  behalf  of  the  suffering  were  zealously  con- 
tinued, and  in  a few  years  began  to  take  a definite  shape, 
a lasting  form,  and  an  extended  usefulness.  The  old  Dis- 
trict of  Moyamensing — now  a part  of  the  consolidated  city 
of  Philadelphia — was  the  scene  of  his  labors.  lie  began  by 
relieving  the  immediate  wants  of  the  poor  by  donations  at 
his  own  expense,  and  also  by  the  establishment  of  a Dis- 
pensary, which  has  since  given  relief  to  over  100,000  per- 
sons. lie  obtained  the  use  of  a deserted  church,  which 
he  converted  into  a lodging  house  by  night  and  workshop 
by  day  ; thus  experimenting  upon  the  ability  of  the  indigent, 
if  properly  aided,  to  support  themselves  wholly  or  in  part. 
The  enterprise  was  a success,  and  at  the  end  of  three  months, 
during  which  time  hundreds  of  persons  had  been  assisted, 
the  expenses  exceeded  the  earnings  only  about  '$30.  This 
satisfactory  result  led,  through  his  continued  exertions,  to 
the  founding  of  the  Philadelphia  Society  for  the  Employ- 
ment and  Instruction  of  the  Poor,  of  which  he  "served  as 
President  for  a period  of  more  than  seven  years.  The 
House  of  Industry,  erected  by  this  Society,-  ill  1848,  was 
used  the  same  year  as  a cholera  hospital ; and,  in'- 1862,  for 
the  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  of  the"  Army  .of  the'Potomac. 
This  institution  has  afforded  relief  to  more  than  150,000 
poor  persons.  In  this  building  were’' found'  the  offices  of 
the  Moyamensing  Dispensary  and  So’upi  Society,  of  which 
he  was  for  several  years  the  President.*  '-About  this  time,' 
he  added  to  his  own  business  -thS"  profession  of  Dentistry,: 
attending  a course  of  medical  lectures' ht'the  Pennsylvania' 
College  of  Medicine.  The  importance  of  this  fact  in  the 
record  of  his  life  lies  in  its  results.  His  professional  at- 
tainments led  him  to  become  the  founder  of  the  Female 
Medical  College  of  Philadelphia,  the  first  of  its  kind  ever 
established.  The  Dean  of  the  Faculty,  Dr.  McCloskey, 
in  his  address  at  the  opening  of  the  institution,  in  1S50, 
publicly  acknowledged  “ his  strenuous  exertions,  indomit- 
able perseverance,  and  liberal  donations.”  He  was  the  first 
President  of  the  College,  and  held  that  position  for  three 
years.  He  also  founded  the  first  Lying-in  Hospital ; this 
was  in  connection  with  the  college,  and  was  located  at  239 
Arch  street.  He  had  the  honor  of  conferring  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Medicine  upon  the  first  class  of  ladies  who 
ever  graduated  in  a regularly  constittued  Woman’s  Medical 
College;  the  institution  having  been  chartered  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  Pennsylvania  in  1S50.  He  next- turned  his  at- 
tention to  the  great  work  of  his  life,  the  visiting  of  the 
prisoner  in  his  cell,  thus  becoming  an  active  member  of  the 
Philadelphia  Society  for  Alleviating  the  Miseries  of  Pub- 
lic Prisons.  His  eminent  usefulness  attracted  much  atten- 
tion, and  the  Judges  of  the  Criminal  Court  were  consulted 
as  to  the  expediency  of  creating  for  him  the  office  of  Prison 
Agent.  In  1854,  he  retired  from  business  to  accept  this 
post,  and  in  the  space  of  the  twenty  years  he  has  held  it, 
his  official  interference  has  resulted  in  the  liberation  of  over 


35,000  persons  who  had  been  wrongfully  or  unnecessarily 
incarcerated.  This  was  done  at  a saving  to  the  tax-payers 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  of  the  sum  of  $352,000,  which 
would  have  been  expended  for  their  maintenance  in  prison, 
prior  to  the  ignoring  of  their  cases,  had  they  been  de- 
tained in  ward  to  be  regularly  disposed  of  by  the  courts. 
In  a letter — dated  March  14th,  1S74,  emanating  from  the 
Court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  written  by  Judge  Peirce  to  the 
Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  City  Councils  and 
endorsed  by  Judges  Allison,  Ludlow,  Finletter  and  Paxson 
- — Judge  Peirce  states  that  he  has  “ known  William  J. 
Mullen  more  than  thirty  years;  and  no  gentleman  is  en- 
titled to  greater  confidence  for  humanity,  integrity,  industry 
and  capacity  for  the  work  in  which  he  is  engaged  as  Prison 
Agent  than  he;  ” and  the  judges  unite  in  saying  that  “in 
his  particular  work  he  is  without  a peer — his  sympathies 
for  the  .-poor  and  unfortunate,  his  earnest  Christian  char- 
acter, and;  his  untiring  devotion  to  the  distressed  prisoners 
entitle  'him  to  the  sympathy  and  approbation  of  every  right- 
minded  man.”  He  still  acts  as  Prison  Agent;  and  each 
Governor,  in  succession  for  twenty  years  past,  has  renewed 
his  appointment  to  visit  the  various  prisons  of  the  State. 
Previous  to  his  being  commissioned  by  the  Executive  au- 
thority, lie  had  been- also  appointed  thereto,  by  both  the 
Prison  Society  ■’and ' the  Inspectors  of  the  County  Prison. 
Fhere  is  another  class  of  works  of  benevolence  in  which 
he  is  engaged,- which,  however,  are  less  likely  to  attract  the 
notice  of  the  public;  and  these  are  the  charities  of  private 
life.  The  helping  of  the  ruined  merchant,  the  befriending 
of  the  unfortunate  widow,. the  education  of  a poor  boy  for 
the  ministry,  the  housing  of  a homeless  outcast,  who  after- 
wards worked  hard,  studied,  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  rose 
to  eminence,  and  was  elected  to  Congress.  During  his 
mercantile  life  he  had  a clerk  who  left  him  to  open  a rival 
establishment;  he  failed,  and  went  down  at  a frightful  pace 
through  intemperance.  But  he  was  rescued  by  William  J. 
Mullen,  who  was  appointed  his  guardian  by  the  Court. 
For  many  years  he  has  been  an  earnest  advocate  of  the 
temperance  cause.  In  1829,  he  organized  the  fust  County 
Total  Abstinence  Society  in  the  State.  He  also  organized, 
among  other  enterprizes,  a Temperance  School,  into  which 
he  gathered  the  young  lads  of  the  District  of  Moyamensing, 
and  had  them  taught  carefully  prepared  lessons  upon  the 
subject,  principally  Bible  selections;  thus  making  war,  at 
its  very  source,  upon  the  great  evil  which  has  produced 
most  of  the  misery  that  he  has  striven  to  alleviate.  To  spe- 
cify the  amount  of  good  he  has  accomplished,  or  all  the 
noble  charities  in  which  he  has  been  engaged  during  his 
long  anil  eventful  career,  would  far  exceed  the  limits  here 
assigned.  It  may  be  stated,  however,  that  he  has  been, 
and  still  is,  a member  of  forty-four  organizations  of  a useful 
or  benevolent  character,  chief  officer  of  sixteen,  and  founder 
of  seven.  He  is  a good  public  speaker,  and  it  is  said  that 
he  has  spoken  upwards  of  five  hundred  times  in  a single  year 
in  addressing  public  assemblies  upon  the  subject  of  temper- 
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ance  and  works  of  benevolence.  The  chief  strength  of  his 
speeches  consists  in  their  terseness,  simplicity,  and  truth- 
fulness, which  seldom  fail  to  convince;  it  is  this,  in  con- 
nection with  the  purity  of  his  character  and  purpose,  that 
constitutes  his  true  greatness.  He  has  been  a communicant 
member  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  since  1836,  and 
is  a prominent  vestryman  in  the  Church  of  the  Evangelists, 
in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  House  of  Industry, 
above  referred  to.  During  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  he 
served  as  Chaplain  in  Company  “ E,”  3d  Regiment  Reserve 
Brigade,  lie  was  married,  in  1826,  to  Sarah  Ann,  daughter 
of  Jeffrey  and  Agnes  Chew  of  Philadelphia.  She  brought 
him  twelve  children,  eight  sons  and  four  daughters ; seven 
of  these  yet  survive.  His  eldest  son,  Charles,  entered  the 
army,  and  after  serving  for  two  years  and  nine  months  as  a 
member  of  Company  “A,”  Slst  Regiment  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  fell  at  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  May  12th, 
1864.  He  left  a wife  and  two  children.  His  younger  bro- 
ther, Albert,  also  entered  the  army,  and  was  a Lieutentant 
in  the  1921I  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Volunteers ; he  ren- 
dered good  service  at  Chambersburg  and  other  places,  and 
remained  with  his  regiment  until  the  close  of  the  war.  The 
life-size  statue  of  William  J.  Mullen,  as  recently  exhibited  in 
Philadelphia,  was  made  in  Rome  by  the  eminent  sculptor, 
A.  E.  I Bu  llish,  and  is  carved  from  a solid  block  of  pure 
white  marble.  The  editor  of  the  Evening  Bulletin,  in  an 
article  alluding  to  this  statue,  states  that  “ he  has  never  seen 
a better  portrait  statue  than  this.  Though  the  marble  may 
give  way  to  the  ravages  of  time,  to  which  insatiate  power  all 
things  on  earth  must  yield,  yet  the  name  and  character,  and 
the  many  good  deeds  of  the  original  of  the  copy,  will  endure 
in  imperishable  record.  It  will  be  said  of  him,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  Shakespeare  : 

‘ His  life  was  gentle,  and  the  elements 
So  mixed  in  him,  that  nature  might  stand  up 
And  say  to  all  the  world — this  was  a man.'  " 
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Y V LRIIAR  T,  JAMES  BOWEN,  Lawyer,  and 
Author,  was  born  in  West  Whileland  township, 
near  Westchester,  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania, 
and  is  a son  of  William  E.  and  Hannah  (Mat- 
lack),  and  grandson  of  James  Everhart,  who  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  years  enlisted  in  the  Ameri- 
can Army  during  the  Revolutionary  War.  He  is  of  Ger- 
man descent  on  his  father’s  side,  and  his  mother’s  people 
were  originally  from  England.  His  early  education  was 
acquired  in  A.  Bolmar’s  celebrated  academy  in  Westchester; 
he  subsequently  entered  Princeton  College,  New  Jersey, 
whence  he  graduated,  in  1S42.  After  leaving  college,  he 
entered  the  office  of  J.  J.  Lewis,  of  Westchester,  with  whom 
he  studied  law  about  one  year,  and  then  repaired  to  Har- 
vard University,  remaining  at  this  institution  nine  months; 
afterwards  he  placed  himself  under  the  prcccptordiip  of  the 
late  William  M.  Mered  it h of  Philadelphia,  with  whom  he 
51 


completed  his  legal  course,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar. 
He  commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Westchester, 
and  so  continued  until  1849,  when  he  went  abroad,  and 
remained  in  Europe  about  three  years,  during  which  time 
he  travelled  extensively  through  the  three  divisions  of  Great 
Britain,  and  all  over  the  Continent,  besides  making  the  tour 
of  Egypt,  going  up  the  Nile;  journeying  through  the  Holy 
Land  as  far  as  Jerusalem,  visiting  Constantinople,  etc.  He 
also  resided  in  Berlin  for  three  months,  and  during  this 
period  entered  the  university  there  as  a student.  On  his  re- 
turn home  he  re-commenced  the  practice  of  the  law,  and  so 
continued  until  i860.  1 1 is  cases  were  principally  confined 

to  the  Chester  and  Delaware  county  courts,  and  also  to  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  State.  During  these  years  he  was 
engaged  on  the  defence  in  several  cases  of  homicide,  which 
he  managed  with  great  ability  and  success;  one  case  in  par- 
ticular may  be  mentioned,  where  he  succeeded  in  securing 
a new  trial  for  a person  convicted  of  murder  in  the  first  de- 
gree in  a poisoning  case,  and  a verdict  of  murder  in  the 
second  degree.  During  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  just  prior 
to  the  battle  of  Antietam,  and  during  the  first  invasion  of 
Pennsylvania,  he  raised  a company  for  the  emergency,  of 
which  he  was  Captain,  and  remained  in  the  field  until  the 
enemy  left  the  State.  Again,  in  1863,  during  the  period  of 
the  second  invasion,  he  raised  another  company,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  Harrisburg,  where  a regiment  of  “ Emergency 
Men  ” was  organized  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Haw- 
ley, and  of  it  he  was  elected  Major.  For  a time  they  were 
stationed  at  Altoona,  and  thence  were  ordered  to  the 
neighborhood  of  Bedford  Springs.  After  guarding  the  line 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  for  a considerable  period,  they 
were  ordered  to  encamp  at  Loudon,  and  at  the  expiration 
of  about  three  months’  service  the  regiment  was  disbanded. 
His  political  faith  is  Republican,  and  he  has  made  a large 
number  of  political  speeches,  contributing  materially  to  the 
success  of  the  party,  but  he  has  never  held  any  office.  He 
is  an  able  speaker,  his  language  being  highly  rhetorical  and 
elegant,  and  withal  logical  and  to  the  point.  He  has  de- 
livered many  lectures  before  various  literary  societies  ; and 
has  also  been  of  late  solicited  to  address  agricultural  and 
historical  assemblies,  but  has  been  compelled  to  decline  on 
the  score  of  ill-health.  He  is  an  author  of  note,  having, 
in  1S62,  published  a book  of  Miscellanies,  being  sketches 
of  men  and  travels,  300  pp.  121110,,  which  was  most  favor- 
ably received,  eliciting  enc  imitims  not  only  from  the  public 
press,  but  from  such  aide  scholars  and  classic  writers  as  the 
late  Edward  Everett  and  Nathaniel  P.  Willis.  This  was 
followed,  six  years  later,  by  Poems,  a volume  of  150  pp. 
121110.,  which,  by  those  capable  of  judging,  are  characterized 
as  “ real  gems,”  as  bearing  the  “ stamp  of  poetic  genius,” 
and  as  having  a “ vein  of  charming  melody  ” running 
through  every  piece.  In  the  present  year  (1874),  he  has 
given  to  the  public  The  Pox  Chase,  the  scene  of  which  is 
laid  011  the  battle-ground  of  Brandywine,  up  that  stream, 
along  its  hills  and  valleys.  It  is  an  animated  description 
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of  a sport  celebrated  in  England  and  well  domesticated  and 
repeated  in  a region  peopled  by  descendants  of  British 
families.  Personally,  be  is  an  amiable  and  sociable  gentle- 
man, gifted  with  rare  conversational  powers,  and  much 
quiet  humor.  He  is  unmarried. 


UILFORD,  SIMEON,  Civil  Engineer,  and  Iron 
^ Master,  was  born  near  Northampton,  in  I lamp 
shire  county,  Massachusetts,  in  the  year  1S01. 
lie  was  the  youngest  son  of  Simeon  Guilford, 
Senior,  who  had  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
army  for  six  years,  and  after  its  close  had  been  en- 
gaged in  the  vocation  of  a teacher.  Simeon,  the  younger, 
when  he  reached  the  age  of  fourteen,  realized  the  necessity 
of  assisting  his  parents;  he  soon  had  the  ability,  and  availed 
himself  thereof  to  make  their  declining  years  happy.  His 
mother  had  numbered  eighty-three  years  at  her  death,  and 
his  father  reached  the  patriarchal  age  of  ninety-three.  Pre- 
vious io  1823,  he  was  engaged  as  Engineet  on  the  Erie 
Canal,  then  in  process  of  construction,  but  at  this  date  he 
went  to  Pennsylvania  and  became  principal  assistant  to 
Canvas  White,  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Union  Canal. 
By  a happy  accident  he  discovered  a superior  route  to  that 
already  selected,  which  greatly  diminished  the  cost  of  the 
work  by  affording  a better  water  supply,  and  by  diminishing 
the  waste  of  water  or  leakage  occasioned  by  the  interstitial 
character  of  the  limestone  region.  He  was  also  able  to  pro- 
vide a superior  hydraulic  cement,  manufactured  from  an 
argillaceous  limestone  which  he  had  discovered  on  the  line 
of  the  work,  and  which  was  used  on  the  same,  saving  to  the 
company  many  thousands  of  dollars.  In  consequence  of 
this  important  service  rendered  the  company,  he  was  pre- 
sented by  them  with,  a copy  of  Rees’  Cycloptedia,  46  vols. 
4I0,  and  a complimentary  resolution.  In  1827,  he  accepted 
the  appointment  of  principal  Engineer  in  the  service  of  the 
State,  tendered  him  by  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners. 
His  first  work,  in  this  connection,  was  to  survey  the  route 
for  a canal  from  Clark’s  Ferry,  on  the  Susquehanna,  to 
Northumberland.  In  the  short  space  embraced  between 
May  31st  and  June  26th,  1S27,  he  surveyed  both  sides  of 
the  river,  locating,  plotting, estimating  and  reporting  seventy- 
nine  miles  of  canal,  besides  side-levels,  alterations,  etc., 
amounting  to  fifteen  nliles  more,  and  also  determining  the 
locality  of  a dam  of  2200  feet  across  the  river  near  Sunbury, 
a bridge  of  the  same  dimensions  at  Duncan’s  Island,  and  a 
dam  and  inlet  lock  at  the  mouth  of  Penn’s  Creek  at  Selins- 
grove.  Before  leaving  the  line  he  was  tendered  by  the 
citizens  and  contractors  a public  dinner,  at  which  he  was 
presented  with  a pair  of  silver  pitchers  with  an  appropriate 
inscription.  On  various  occasions  he  was  called  upon  to 
make  surveys,  locate,  and  render  estimates  of  proposed  im- 
provements; among  these  the  Conestoga  river,  ihe  Codoves 
creek,  locks  and  dams;  a similar  work  on  the  Rancocas 


creek,  New  Jersey,  and  the  Sandy  and  Beaver  canal  and 
reservoirs,  Ohio.  Between  1S25  and  1832,  he  discovered 
the  celebrated  Chestnut  Hill  iron  ore  on  the  Greider  farm, 
near  Columbia,  Pennsylvania,  which  he  owned  for  some 
years;  also  three  other  fine  deposits  of  hematite  ore  in 
Lebanon  county,  now  being  worked,  and  also  others  of  less 
importance.  In  i830-’3i,  in  partnership  with  the  late  Dr. 
George  N.  Eckert,  he  erected,  in  the  Swatara  Valley,  in 
Schuylkill  county,  the  “ Swatara  Furnace,”  for  the  manu- 
facture of  iron  by  charcoal  ; and  here  pig-iron,  besides 
castings — such  as  stoves,  water  pipes,  etc. — were  produced 
in  considerable  quantities,  and  this  establishment  remained 
in  operation  for  twenty-two  years.  In  1853,  for  sundry 
good  reasons,  the  partnership  was  terminated  and  the  works 
abandoned.  In  1S55,  in  connection  with  others,  he  started 
a blast  furnace  at  Lebanon,  using  anthracite  coal  as  a fuel, 
and  the  “ Cornwall  ore.”  This  was  known  as  the  “ Dud- 
ley Furnace,”  and  is  now  operated  by  the  heirs  of  Robert 
W.  Coleman,  and  termed  the  “ Donoghmore  Furnace.” 
Since  he  retired  from  the  iron  business  he  has  given 
his  attention  to  his  Illinois  properties.  In  1843,  he  received 
the  nomination  of  the  Whig  party  as  Canal  Commissioner, 
but  failed  to  be  elected.  He  was  married,  May,  1830,  to 
Catherine  E.  Doll,  a niece  of  Judge  Andrew  Graff  of  Lan- 
caster, and  has  three  children  living:  Dr.  W.  M.  ^iuilford, 
of  Lebanon,  Pennsylvania;  Dr.  S.  II.  Guilford,  dentist,  of 
Philadelphia;  and  Robert  E.  Guilford,  merchant,  Shelby- 
ville,  Illinois.  1 1 is  wife  died  October  8th,  185S. 


£AUFMAN,  WILLIAM  M.,  Iron  Manufacturer, 
J)  was  born  in  Berks  county,  Pennsylvania,  July 
24th,  1S34,  and  is  the  son  of  John  G.  Kaufman, 
of  Leesport,  who  is  also  extensively  engaged  in 
the  same  business.  Ilew'as  educated  in  various 
schools,  including  Buckman’s  Academy  at  Cler- 
mont, continuing  a pupil  after  it  was  removed  to  White 
Hall,  near  Bristol,  and  he  completed  his  studies  at  the 
Seminary  in  Norristown,  Pennsylvania,  presided  over  by 
the  Rev.  Samuel  Aaron.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  left 
school,  and  went  into  the  dry-goods  business  with  Darrah 
8:  Jones  at  Leesport,  Berks  county,  with  whom  he  remained 
three  years,  and  then  obtained  a position  as  clerk  at  Moae- 
lem  and  Leesport  Furnaces,  where  he  continued  for  four 
years.  When  he  was  twenty-two  years  old  he  engaged  in 
the  iron  business,  on  his  own  account,  at  the  Mount  Penn 
Furnace,  in  Berks  county,  which  he  conducted  for  six 
years.  lie  next  removed  to  Sheridan,  Lebanon  county, 
and  began  the  manufacture  of  pig-iron  at  the  furnace,  in 
February,  1S63,  this  establishment  having  commenced 
operations  in  September,  1862;  there  he  continues  to  re- 
side. For  seven  years  he  was  a Director  of  the  Farmers’ 
Bank  of  Reading  ; and  was  one  of  the  corporators  of  the 
Jamestown  Bank  in  Lebanon  county  when  it  organized,  in 
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October,  1873,  and  is  a member  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  same.  Although  no  politician  whatever,  he  was 
nominated,  in  1872,  and  elected  in  the  fall  of  that  year  a 
member  of  the  Legislature,  and  re-elected  in  1873.  lie 
served  during  both  sessions  of  1S73  ami  1874  as  a member 
of  the  Committee  on  Ways  ami  Means,  and  also  on  other 
important  committees,  and  was  Chairman  of  that  on  Coal 
and  Iron.  During  the  latter  session  he  did  good  service 
to  the  State  as  a member  of  the  Committee  on  Cons.itu- 
tion.nl  Reform,  always  supporting  in  the  most  earnest  man- 
ner all  propositions  calculated  to  secure  to  the  people  the 
full  benefits  of  all  that  was  good  in  the  New  Constitution. 
1 Ie  was  also  selected  as  Senatorial  Delegate  to  the  State 
Convention  of  1S72,  which  nominated  General  Ilartranft  as 
Governor.  As  may  be  inferred,  he  is  of  the  Republican 
school  in  political  faith,  and  the  compliment  paid  him  by  his 
constituents  in  his  re-election,  both  nominations  being  en- 
tirely unsolicited  on  his  part,  is  a sure  criterion  of  his  being 
the  right  man  in  the  right  place,  and  of  his  fidelity  to  their 
interests. 


ILSON,  CHARLES  II.,  Manufacturer,  was  born 
at  Easlport,  Maine,  May  2d,  1S14,  his  parents 
being  Thomas  J.  and  Jeannette  (Eairbairn)  Wil- 
son. 1 1 is  father  was  at  this  time  a surgeon  in  a 
British  regiment,  the  64th  Highlanders,  then 
stationed  at  Halifax,  but  shortly  afterwards  he  re- 
signed his  commission  in  the  English  service,  and  removed 
to  the  United  States,  settling  in  Philadelphia,  in  which  city 
Charles  II.  Wilson  passed  his  early  youth  and  received  his 
education.  When  about  eighteen  years  of  age,  he  was  ap- 
prenticed to  the  hat-making  trade,  remaining  at  that  occupa- 
tion about  three  years.  On  attaining  his  majority  he  went 
to  Zanesville,  Ohio,  and  worked  at  his  trade  there  for  some 
little  time,  but  soon  returned  to  Philadelphia  and  entered 
(in  1835)  the  employment  of  John  Large,  who  carried  on 
an  extensive  dyeing  business.  He  continued  thus  until 
1S51,  in  which  year  Mr.  Large  retired  from  the  business  and 
Charles  II.  Wilson  succeeded  him,  and  has  conducted  the 
establishment  successfully  up  to  the  present  time  (1874). 
In  1S5 1 , the  productions  of  the  house  were  about  6000  yards 
of  finished  goods  (principally  chintzes)  per  day,  and  the 
number  of  hands  employed  was  about  thirty.  The  trade 
has  grown  continuously;  the  house  now  turns  out  daily  about 
36,000  yards  of  goods,  employs  about  120  hands,  and,  under 
the  enterprising  management  of  its  proprietor  and  his  son, 
is  still  largely  increasing  its  production.  Charles  II.  Wil- 
son was  married,  in  1840,  to  Margaret  T.  English,  of  E rank- 
ford,  whose  ancestors  came  to  America  with  William  Penn, 
and  settled  in  Burlington  county,  New  Jersey.  In  politics, 
he  is  a Republican.  He  is  President  of  the  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association  of  Frankford,  in  the  establishment  of 
which  institution  he  was  intimately  concerned.  He  is  also 
widely  known  lor  his  active  benevolence. 
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AMEY,  ANDREW’,  Bridge  and  House  Builder 
and  Contractor,  was  born  in  the  northern  part  of 
Indiana  county,  Pennsylvania,  September  30th, 
1834,  and  is  the  third  son  of  Conrad  and  Sarah 
(Noble)  Ramey  ; his  father  was  a farmer  of 
humble  means,  but  of  good  record,  who  died 
when  Andrew  w'as  eight  years  old,  leaving  him  mostly  de- 
pendent upon  his  future  exertions.  1 1 is  education  was  only 
that  of  the  common  school  of  the  district,  w hich  he  attended 
both  as  pupil  and  teacher  during  the  winter  months,  devot- 
ing all  other  time  to  labor  on  the  farm,  where  he  remained 
until  he  attained  his  majority.  He  taught  school  for  nine 
years,  and  was  very  successful.  In  i860,  having  previously 
accpiirecl  a complete  know  ledge  of  the  business,  he  com- 
menced, on  his  own  account,  as  a builder  of  houses  and 
bridges,  employing  at  first  five  hands,  and  has  continued  in 
that  occupation  ever  since;  the  present  condition  of  the 
same  is  exceedingly  prosperous.  Had  he  followed  the  bent 
of  his  inclinations,  he  would  have  selected  the  profession 
of  the  law  as  his  calling.  This,  however,  would  have  ne- 
cessitated his  attendance  on  a collegiate  course,  involving 
expense  which. he  could  ill  afford,  as  he  considered  his  first 
duty  was  to  assist  in  providing  for  his  mother’s  welfare 
and  happiness.  lie  has,  however,  a natural  talent  for  that 
profession,  and  is  often  supposed  to  be  an  attorney  by  those 
ignorant  of  his  true  vocation.  He  was  ever  a strong  advo- 
cate of  Republican  principles  and  those  of  the  old  “ Liberty 
party.”  During  the  War.of  the  Rebellion  he  was  recruited 
and  mustered  into  the  .service  as  a private,  but  was  speedily 
elected  and  promoted  to  First  Lieutenant,  and  served  with 
honor  to  himself  and  the  country,  gaining  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens  in  the  county.  He  has 
ever  been  a prominent  man  in  his  district,  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  lower  branch  of  the  State  Legislature,  in 
1S72,  and  re-elected  in  1S73,  serving  w ith  great  acceptabi- 
lity to  his  constituents,  besides  obtaining  complimentary  no- 
tices from  those  opposed  to  his  political  creed.  These  tri- 
butes were  accorded  to  his  unswerving  devotion  to  the  fixed 
principles  of  right,  his  greatest  object  being  to  accomplish 
the  largest  amount  of  good  without  stopping  to  inquire  if 
it  will  “pay  financially.”  He  is  fully  acquainted  with  the 
wants  and  necessities  of  the  masses;  he  has  grown  up  among 
the  people,  and  understands  fully  what  is  needed  to  render 
them  happy  and  contented.  Not  only  the  farmer  and  me- 
chanic, but  the  professional  man  has  his  rights,  and  these 
he  seeks  to  assure.  He  is  fully  alive  to  the  Labor  Question, 
which  is  the  great  question  of  the  day.  He  thinks  that 
labor  and  capital  must  understand  each  other,  and  that  the 
former,  including  the  cause  of  the  operative,  must  be  res- 
pected. lie  is  also  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  temperance 
cause,  and  is  outspoken,  at  all  times,  on  the  debasing  effects 
of  inebriation  and  the  liquor  traffic.  lie  is  a most  success- 
ful man,  and  is  emphatically  a self-made  one.  He  attri- 
butes his  success  in  life  to  being  as  true  to  all  as  it  is  pos- 
sible to  be;  never  making  a promise  that  he  cannot  per- 
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form,  and  always  keeping  his  word  if  once  given.  So 
faithfully  has  lie  attended  to  the  interests  of  his  constituents 
during  the  sessions  of  1S73  and  1874  in  the  Legislature, 
that  he  has  been  proposed  with  great  unanimity  as  candidate 
for  the  Senate  in  1875  tmd  thereafter.  He  was  married,  in 
1S59,  to  Eliza  Jane  Cressman,  and  has  a family  of  three 
young  and  promising  sons. 
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BY,  JACOB  RUPLEY,  Merchant,  was  born  near 
Columbia,  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania,  No- 
vember 1 8th,  1816,  and  is  the  second  son  of 
Ephraim  C.  and  Susanna  Eby,  his  parents  being 
j-  members  of  the  Mennonist  faith.  Up  to  the  age 
of  fifteen  years  he  occasionally  attended  school, 
and  acquired  all  the  education  possible  to  be  obtained  in 
the  ordinary  common  schools  of  the  day  and  location- 
About  the  commencement  of  1832,  he  was  placed  in  Strick- 
ler’s  store,  at  Columbia,  where  he  remained  eighteen  months; 
but  being  constantly  impressed  with  the  usefulness  of  a 
trade — to  be  relied  on  in  case  of  emergency  iit'-afler  life — 
he  became  an  apprentice  to  the  carpenter  business,  serving 
three  years,  working  at  the  rate  oP  $8o*per  annum.  - lie 
now  determined  to  see  something  of  the  world,  and  accord- 
ingly started  for  the  South,  working  his?  way  down  the  val- 
leys of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi,  reaching-' Vicksburg  in  the 
fall  of  1S36.  He  remained  there  eight'  months;  laboring  at 
his  trade  and  saving  some  $225.  With  this  sum  he  returned 
home,  and  on  being  tendered  a clerkship  in  a store  ac- 
cepted it  and  abandoned  his  trade.  While  thus  engaged 
he  was  offered  the  clerkship  of  aboard,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Cameron  Lauman  & Clark,  occupied  in  the  construction  of 
a dam  at  Columbia,  a part  of  the  improvement  known  as 
the  Tide-water  Canal,  and  he  concluded  to  accept  it.  This 
p isilion  afforded  him  an  insight  into  the  building  of  public 
works,  and  added  to  his  practical  knowledge  of  public  men  and 
things.  When  this  great  work  was  about  being  completed, 
his  evident  industry,  integrity  and  capacity  attracted  the 
favorable  notice  of  a prominent  lumber  merchant  in  Middle- 
town,  who  gave  him  an  interest  in  his  business  by  reason 
of  his  superior  qualifications,  and  without  requiring  the  in- 
vestment of  capital.  He  retained  this  valuable  position  for 
sis  years,  when  he  disposed  of  it  to  great  advantage;  and 
with  his  brother,  E.  C.  Eby,  purchased  the  stock  and  good- 
will of  the  grocery  and  shipping  business  of  John  II.  Brant, 
on  out  of  the  best  sites  in  Harrisburg.  This  last  change  laid 
• the  foundation  of  his  present  large  and  still  accumulating 
fortune,  extended  influence  and  usefulness.  A vigorous, 
energetic  application  to  business,  coupled  with  fair  dealing, 
frugality,  strong  self-reliance,  and  an  approximate  practical 
rendering  of  the  greatest  of  all  Scriptural  injunctions — 
“ Love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself” — soon  led,  by  gradual 
stages,  from  a flourishing  business  to  an  eminently  pros- 
perous and  overshadowing  one.  A fixed,  indestructible  pur- 


pose, a determination  to  excel,  were  the  living,  active  ele- 
ments and  agencies  which  led  to  this  prosperous  life,  lie 
is  eminently  the  architect  of  his  own  fortunes,  a self-made 
man  ; and  he  enjoys  the  reward  of  that  diligence  in  business 
which  he  has  ever  bestowed  upon  it.  His  establishment  is 
the  largest  wholesale  and  retail  grocery  and  pork-packing 
warehouse  in  Harrisburg,  and  has  been  in  active  operation, 
under  his  direction,  since  1845.  His  original  capital  at 
that  date  was  845°°;  and  from  that  time  to  the  present, 
over  a quarter  of  a century,  the  business  has  ever  increased. 
In  1859,  he  erected  at  the  corner  of  Market  and  Fifth 
streets,  Harrisburg,  a spacious  and  substantial  building,  52 
feet  by  1 50  feet,  with  extensive  floors  above,  and  basement 
below  the  main  salesroom  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  heavier 
goods.  In  this  large  establishment  are  transacted  the  va- 
rious specialties  of  a first-class  business,  including  not  only 
the  usual  items  of  a grocery  store,  but  also  pork-packing, 
curing,  and  smoking.  Each  department  is  arranged  syste- 
matically, and  everywhere  can  be  seen  the  neatness  and 
perfect  order  so  essential  to  every  well-regulated  business. 
One  part  of  the  room  is  devoted  exclusively  to  the  manu- 
facture of  tobacco  and  cigars,  domestic  and  imported.  The 
firm  are  also  extensive  dealers  in  leaf  tobacco,  and  yearly 
pack  at  least  600  cases  of  Pennsylvania  leaf,  buying  con- 
stantly from  the  farmers  of  our  State.  The  senior  partner 
is  largely  interested  in  many  of  the  industrial  establishments 
of  the  city,  being  a stockholder  and  Director  of  the 
Harrisburg  Car  and  Machine  works;  the  l.ochie!  Iron 
Works  ; the  Harrisburg  Stove  Works;  and  the  Manu- 
facturers’ Railroad.  He  is  President  of  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Harrisburg,  and  likewise  of  the  State 
Agricultural  Society.  He  has  been  warmly  devoted  to 
the  interests  of  the  young,  and  has  been  connected  with 
llie  Sunday-school  for  over  thirty  years,  either  as  teacher 
or  Superintendent;  and  during  all  these  years  his  walk 
in  life  has  been  eminently  consistent,  and  no  man  has 
ever  heard  him  utter  a profane  word.  He  has  been  a great 
traveller;  has  visited  every  section  of  the  United  States; 
and  abroad,  has  sojourned  in  the  three  divisions  of  Great 
Britain,  besides  journeying  through  the  various  countries  on 
the  Continent  of  Europe.  He  was  married,  in  1S43,  to 
Elizabeth  Gross,  and  has  one  daughter  and  two  sons;  both 
the  latter  being  in  business  with  him,  the  name  of  the  firm 
being  constituted,  in  1S69,  as  Eby  & Sons. 
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iTfl  OUNG,  ANDREW  1!.,  Member  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Legislature,  was  born  in  the  city  of  Pitts- 
burgh in  that  State,  June  5th,  1S39;  is  one  of 
two  sons  of  Joseph  and  Mary  L.  (Cracraft)  Young, 
and  a descendant  of  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in 
that  part  of  the  Commonwealth,  his  grandfather, 
Alexander  Young,  having  originally  entered  the  land  on 
which  the  family  homestead  is  erected.  His  father  died 
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when  lie  was  but  two  years  of  age,  and  his  mother  by  her 
personal  efforts  supported  the  little  family,  renting  the 
homestead  to  obtain  the  necessary  means  whereby  the 
education  of  her  two  sons  was  secured.  II is  brother,  J.  C. 
Young,  is  now  engaged  in  the  practice  of  the  law  in 
Chicago,  and  has  been  most  successful  in  that  profession. 
Andrew  has  proved  himself  a most  devoted  son,  being 
gifted  with  uncommon  energy,  industry,  and  perseverance. 
Having  received  a fair  education,  he  commenced,  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  years,  to  teach  school,  and  continued  in 
this  vocation  for  two  years.  Most  of  his  preliminary  edu- 
cation, however,  was  self-acquired,  and  he  has  been  known 
to  study  during  the  spare  moments,  while  engaged  at  the 
plough,  or  in  the  fields.  lie  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  a partial 
course  (two  years)  in  a college,  and  was  noted  for  his  fond- 
ness for  the  sciences.  He  has  been  elected  and  re-elected 
a member  of  the  School  Board,  and  is  now  serving  his 
eleventh  year  in  that  body,  having  been  chosen  six  times 
the  President  of  the  Board.  For  seven  years  he  served  as 
Bookkeeper  to  the  firm  of  Samuel  Kicr  & Co.  ; was  also 
with  Samuel  liar  & Son  for  two  years,  and  while  so  occu- 
pied acquired  a complete  knowledge  of  the  Plumbing  and 
Gas  Fitting  business.  lie  subsequently  became  a member 
of  the  firm  of  Young  & Murphy;  and  has  had  many  offers 
from  business  men  to  become  interested  in  other  mercan- 
tile operations.  He  deeply  sympathizes  with  the  Labor 
Reformers,  and  advocates  all  measures  which  have  a ten- 
dency to  elevate  the  character  and  well-being  of  the  oper- 
ative. lie  was  elected  a member  of  the  lower  branch  of 
the  Legislature  in  1S72,  and  re-elected  in  1S73,  serving 
through  the  terms  of  1S73  and  1S74  with  perfect  satisfac- 
tion and  honor  both  to  his  constituents  and  to  the  Com- 
monwealth. 1 1 is  election  in  his  own  district  was  on  both 
occasions  nearly  unanimous,  receiving,  in  1S72,  1S3  out 
of  1S6  votes  jiolled  ; while  at  the  next  election  he  had  but 
a solitary  vote  cast  against  him.  lie  has  been  connected 
with  the  church  for  many  years,  and  is  an  active  and  zeal- 
ous laborer  in  the  Sunday  school.  He  married  Agnes  M., 
a daughter  of  Thomas  P.  McFadden,  and  has  a family 
of  six  happy  children. 


ARRISON,  GEORGE  I.EIB,  Merchant,  and  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Public  Charities,  was  born  in 
.Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  October  2C1I1,  loll, 
and  is  a son  of  John  and  Lydia  (I.eib)  Harrison. 
1 1 is  grandfather,  Thomas  Harrison,  was  an  Eng- 
lish Friend,  who  left  Carlisle,  England,  about  the 
middle  of  the  last  century,  and  settled  in  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  married  Sarah  Richards,  of  Delaware  county. 
The  latter  was  a distinguished  member  of  the  Society  of 
Friends,  and  an  eloquent  preacher.  The  meeting  to  which 
she  belonged  published  the  story  of  her  eminently  pious, 
helpful  life.  In  1792,  she  was  sent  to  Europe  on  a seven 
years’  mission,  and,  while  sojourning  in  England,  a special 


audience  was  granted  to  her  by  the  sovereign,  George  III. 
Her  husband  was  an  ardent  friend  of  the  negro  slaves,  and 
with  singular  earnestness,  ever  labored  for  their  freedom 
and  elevation,  and  he  was  an  honored  member  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Colonization  Society.  John  Harrison,  father  of 
George  I.eib,  was  a merchant  of  Philadelphia,  whose  taste 
for  chemistry  was  so  strong,  that  he  determined  to  acquaint 
himself  with  all  matters  pertaining  to  that  science,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  England  for  that  purpose.  This  was  about  1798, 
and  while  his  mother  was  in  that  country.  He  entered  a 
laboratory  there,  and  by  earnest  application  and  study, 
learned  the  then  discovered  secrets  of  the  business.  Re- 
turning to  Philadelphia,  the  following  year,  with  his  mother, 
he  established  chemical  works  on  the  present  site  of  Rud- 
man’s  Brewery,  Green  street  west  of  Third,  and  his  success 
there  led  to  the  erection  of  an  extensive  establishment  for 
the  manufacture  of  chemicals  and  white  lead — on  Harrison 
street,  in  the  old  district  of  Kensington — which  is  still 
owned  and  conducted  by  his  sons  and  grandsons,  as  Harri- 
son Brothers  & Co.  He  was  the  acknowledged  pioneer  in 
America,  in  the  varied  products  of  the  laboratory,  and  the 
public  archives  at  Washington  bear  witness  to  his  zeal  in 
his  endeavors  to  induce  the  National  Government  to  foster 
this  valuable  branch  of  industrial  science  he  had  intro- 
duced into  the  Union.  The  maternal  ancestors  of  George 
Leib  Harrison  were  natives  of  Strasburg,  and  Lutherans 
in  religious  belief.  George  and  Dorothea  Leib  arrived  in 
America  in  1753,  and  settled  in  Philadelphia,  and  their 
tomb  is  yet  to  be  seen  in  the  graveyard  of  St.  Michael’s 
Church,  at  Fifth  and  Cherry  streets.  Michael  Leib,  their 
son,  was  twice  a member  of  the  House  between  179°  and 
1S00 ; and  from  1S0S  to  1814  served  as  United  States 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania  with  distinguished  credit. 
George  Leib  Harrison,  nephew  of  the  last  named,  was 
educated  chiefly  in  the  Academies  of  Benjamin  Tucker  and 
Rev.  Dr.  Wylie,  the  latter  of  whom  prepared  him  for  col- 
lege, and  he  entered  the  Freshman  class  of  Harvard  Uni- 
versity in  1S2S;  but  at  the  close  of  a year  his  health  was 
so  poor  as  to  forbid  his  return,  and  his  physicians  advised 
him  to  try  a year’s  residence  in  the  West.  He  became  an 
inmate  of  his  uncle’s  family,  near  Detroit.  I his  was  Judge 
I.eib  of  the  United  States  Court,  and  formerly  a member 
of  the  Philadelphia  bar.  On  his  return  to  Philadelphia,  in 
1S30,  he  commenced  the  study  of  law  with  the  late  Joseph 
R.  Ingersoll,  and  after  three  years  was  admitted  to  the  bar, 
almost  at  the  very  hour  of  his  father’s  death.  This  bereave- 
ment changed  his  plans  of  life,  and  he  entered  his  father’s 
business  ; to  him  it  was  a new  study,  but  he  gave  it  his 
undivided  attention.  In  1S49,  he  entered  into  partnership 
with  Powers  & Weightman,  in  the  new  chemical  enterprise 
commenced  by  them  at  the  Falls  of  Schuylkill,  and  under 
him  it  was  enlarged.  Later  in  life  he  engaged  largely  in 
sugar  refining.  lie  has  ever  devoted  much  time  to  philan- 
thropic pursuits,  beginning  with  labors  in  the  various  organi- 
zations of  the  Episcopal  Church.  He  has  been  a zealous 
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member  of  St.  Luke’s  since  1S42,  and  Warden  for  most  of 
the  intervening  time.  lie  has  served  as  a member  of  the 
General  Board  of  Missions,  and  Treasurer  of  the  Hospital 
of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  for  twenty  years;  since 
1S68,  as  a Delegate  to  the  General  Convention;  as  a Trus- 
tee of  the  Divinity  School  since  its  establishment.  He  has 
been  a Director  of  the  North  American  Insurance  Company 
since  1854,  and  for  a considerable  time  an  active  and  effi- 
cient Manager  of  the  House  of  Refuge.  lie  resigned  the 
latter  position  in  1869,  the  Legislature  having  created,  in 
that  year,  the  Board  of  Public  Charities ; and  though  per- 
sonally unknown  to  Governor  Geary,  he  was  asked  by  the 
latter  to  be  one  of  the  five  commissioners,  and  accepted  the 
responsible  position.  In  this  capacity,  he  has  wrought 
many  and  great  reforms,  and  has  been,  almost  from  its 
inception,  the  President  of  the  Board.  Four  annual  reports 
show  something  of  what  he  has  done;  and  his  election  as 
President  over  the  First  General  Convention  of  the  Boards 
of  Public  Charities  in  the  United  States,  held  in  New  York, 
May,  1S74,  though  he  represented  the  youngest  commission, 
will  tend  to  show  the  estimation  in  which  he  is  held 
throughout  the  country.  He  has  also  received  the  thanks 
of  the  British  Government  for  voluminous  information  fur- 
nished them  by  special  request.  The  Board  has  effected 
great  changes  in  the  Legislative  appropriations,  and  has 
materially  changed  for  the  better  the  treatment  of  the 
insane  poor  in  the  almshouses  and  prisons  of  the  Common- 
wealth, which  had  been,  until  this  time,  a disgrace  to  the 
State — while  the  superintendents  of  these  institutions  were 
growing  rich  upon  the  spoils.  To  secure  these  reforms,  he 
urged  the  Legislature  to  pass — which  was  accordingly  done 
— two  comprehensive  acts,  which  opened  the  hospitals  of 
the  State  to  the  insane  poor,  and  to  criminals  of  unsound 
mind.  This  change  was  brought  about  in  the  spring  of 
1S74.  The  Penitentiaries  have  also  been  changed,  by  the 
Board,  to  veritable  places  of  reformation. 
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('p/')  aROCIIE,  RENE,  M.  D.,  Physician,  was  born  in 
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Philadelphia,  September  23d,  1795,  and  was  the 
only  son  of  Dr.  Rene  and  Marie  Jeanne  (de  la 
Condemine)  LaRoche.  1 1 is  father  was  a native 
of  Montpelier,  France,  where  he  also  received 
his  education,  and  graduated,  in  1784,  from  the 
celebrated  university  of  that  city.  He  afterwards  left  his 
native  country  for  the  island  of  Saint  Domingo,  where  he 
subsequently  became  a planter,  but  was  forced,  in  1793,  to 
make  his  escape,  with  many  other  of  his  compatriots  during 
the  terrible  revolution  and  insurrection  of  the  colored  race. 


On  his  arrival  in  Philadelphia  he  commenced  the  practice 
of  medicine,  which  he  continued  until  his  death,  in  1820, 
a period  of  over  a quarter  of  a century,  and  his  success 
and  patronage  was  extensive — having  an  average  of  twenty- 
live  patients  each  day.  Dr.  Rene  LaRoche,  the  younger, 


was  educated  at  a large  private  school  at  which  many  of 
the  most  prominent  men  of  after  years  were  attendants. 
In  1811,  he  was  placed  by  his  father  in  the  counting  house 
of  an  extensive  shipping  merchant,  where  he  remained  for 
three  years.  In  1814,  during  the  war  with  Great  Britain, 
he  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  a Company  attached 
to  the  Regiment  of  Colonel  C.  Biddle.  In  1817,  he 
matriculated  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  after 
pursuing  the  three  years’  course  received  his  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine,  in  1820,  and  at  once  commenced  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  Philadelphia.  His  health 
becoming  poor,  he  went  abroad  in  1827,  and  remained  in 
Europe  for  two  years.  He  was  a voluminous  writer,  being 
a regular  contributor  to  Walsh’s  National  Gazette , furnish- 
ing that  journal  with  a series  of  articles  on  French  political 
movements.  He  was  also  a contributor  to  all  the  medical 
magazines  and  papers  of  the  day,  and  his  articles  attracted 
considerable  and  favorable  notice  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
One  of  these  on  Fevers , and  another  On  the  Action  and 
Effect  of  Music  on  Human  Beings  and  Animals — and  its 
Use  Medically,  especially  in  A'ervous  Diseases,  gave  him 
much  celebrity.  He  also  wrote  a work  on  Yellow  Fever, 
and  also  others  on  Pneumonia  and  Malarial  Fevers,  all 
of  which  were  published.  He  was  a member  of  the  Board 
of  Health  for  thirteen  years;  a Trustee  of  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania  for  twenty  years ; President  of  the  Phila- 
delphia Medical  Society  for  several  years;  President  of  the 
Philadelphia  County  Medical  Society  for  some  years;  and 
President  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Society  for  one 
year.  lie  was  a member  of  the  Imperial  Academy  of 
Medicine  of  Paris;  member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Medical 
Society,  and  was  the  first  honorary  member  ever  elected 
by  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine.  He  always 
took  an  active  part  in  the  proceedings  of  the  American 
Medical  Association,  and  was  well-known  to  the  profession 
generally  throughout  the  country.  He  was  also  a mem- 
ber of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  also  a member  of  the  Pathological  Society, 
and  of  the  American  Philosophical  Society.  He  was  for 
many  years  one  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Musical 
Fund  Hall,  lie  was  married,  in  1S24,  to  Mary  Jane, 
daughter  of  Colonel  John  Ellis,  of  Natchez,  Mississippi. 
He  dieil  December  9th,  1872. 


OLTZ,  JONATHAN  M.,  A.  M.,  M.  D„  Ex-Sur- 
geon General,  United  States  Navy,  was  born  in 
Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  April  251I1,  1810.  He 
is  of  Prussian  descent,  his  ancestors  having  emi- 
grated from  that  country  in  1755,  and  settled  in 
Lancaster  county.  After  receiving  a thorough 
academical  education,  he  studied  medicine,  and  graduated 
from  the  Jelferson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  in  1830, 
and  the  following  year  was  commissioned  an  Assistant 
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Surgeon  in  the  Navy.  During  his  first  cruise,  which  was 
performed  on  the  frigate  “ Potomac,”  Commodore  John 
Downes,  he  was  present  at  the  bombardment  of  Qualah 
Balloo,  Sumatra,  and  “ was  active  and  zealous  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties,  binding  up  and  dressing  the  wounded 
under  the  fire  of  the  enemy.”  (Captain  Shubrick’s  Report.) 
In  June,  1834,  the  “Potomac”  returned  to  Boston,  and 
during  the  following  year,  he  published  a paper  on  The 
Medical  Statistics  and  Observations  during  a Voyage  around 
the  World , on  board  the  United  States  I'rigate  “ Potomac," 
in  the  years  1831-4.  From  August,  1S34,  until  December 
Sth,  1S38,  he  was  stationed  at  the  Washington  Navy  Yard, 
during  which  period  he  was  present,  and  endeavoring  to 
act  the  peacemaker,  at  the  memorable  duel  between  Wm. 
C.  Graves,  of  Kentucky,  and  Jonathan  Cilley,  of  Maine, 
when  the  latter  was  slain.  At  the  last-named  date  he  had 
passed  his  examination,  and  was  commissioned  Passed  As- 
sistant Surgeon  in  the  Navy,  and  the  following  year  was 
appointed  Surgeon  of  the  Naval  Hospital  at  Port  Mahon. 
While  en  route  to  his  post  he  visited  Algiers,  where  he  met 
with  the  expedition  under  the  Duke  of  Orleans  moving 
against  Abdel-Kader,  with  Colonel  Pelissier  and  Captain 
MacMahon — the  present  Ruler  of  France — then  on  their 
way  to  “ win  their  spurs.”  The  military  hospitals  at 
Algiers  were  crowded  with  cases  of  the  Pernicious  Fever 
of  Africa,,  on  which  he  published  a Report  in  the  A'eici 
York  Medical  Journal.  After  a two  years’  residence  at 
Mahon,  he  returned  to  New  York  in  the  frigate  “ Brandy- 
wine,” and,  in  1S43,  published  an  essay  On  the  Endemic 
Influence  of  Fzdl  Government , as  illustrated  in  the  Island 
of  Minorca,  with  Motes  on  the  Climate,  Topography,  and 
Diseases  of  the  Island,  together  with  accounts  of  the 
Medical  Faculty,  the  French  Military  Hospital,  and  the 
United  States  Naval  Hospital  there.  He  next  served  on 
the  Frigate  “ Raritan,”  coast  of  Brazil,  as  Fleet  Surgeon, 
from  which  station  that  vessel  was  ordered  to  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  Mexican  war.  lie  was 
present  while  the  battle  of  Palo  Alto  was  being  fought, 
and  assisted  in  the  treatment  of  the  wounded  on  that  occa- 
sion, and  also  of  the  battle  of  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  the 
gallant  Major  Ringgold  being  under  his  care  after  receiv- 
ing his  mortal  wound.  lie  also  served  at  the  blockade 
of  Vera  Cruz,  and  at  the  battles  of  Alverado  and  Tobaseo. 
After  the  termination  of  the  war,  he  published  A Report  on 
Scorbutus,  as  it  occurred  on  board  the  United  States  Fleet 
vi  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  during  the  IVar.  He  subsequently 
served  at  the  Navy  Yard  and  Naval  Hospital,  Washington; 
three  years  on  board  the  corvette  “ Jamestown,”  on  the 
Brazil  coast;  at  the  Philadelphia  station,  Naval  Asylum, 
and  as  a member  of  the  Naval  Medical  Board  of  Ex- 
aminers. In  1842,  he  published  a series  of  articles  in  the 
Baltimore  American,  On  the  Employment  of  Steamships 
of  War  in  the  United  States  Navy,  a portion  of  which  was 
embodied  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  upon  whose  urgent  representation  Congress  made 


liberal  appropriations  to  build  the  “Princeton”  and 
“ Union.”  For  many  years,  Surgeon  Foltz  was  an  inti- 
mate friend  and  medical  adviser  of  the  late  President 
Buchanan  during  his  suffering  from  a painful  and  pro- 
tracted local  disease.  He  also  attended  him  while  pros- 
trated with  that  mysterious  malady  termed  the  “ National 
Hotel  Disease,”  about  the  time  of  his  inauguration,  March, 
1S57.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion,  he  was 
ordered  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  on  the  frigate  “ Santee,” 
from  which  he  was  transferred  to  the  “Niagara”  steam 
frigate,  Commodore  McKean’s  fl.r g ship,  and  was  present 
at  the  bombardment  of  Forts  McCrea  and  Barrancas, 
November  22  and  23,  1861.  He  w as  next  appointed  Fleet 
Surgeon  of  the  Western  Gulf  Squadron,  and  had  his  quar- 
ters on  the  “ Hartford,”  the  flag  ship  of  Admiral  Farragut. 
Under  his  direction  a hospital  was  established  at  Pilot 
Town  for  the  reception  of  the  wounded.  He  was  present 
at  the  bombardment  of  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  at  the 
capture  of  the  Chulmetle  J’orts,  and  at  the  surrender  of 
New  Orleans.  On  May  Sth,  1S62,  when  off  Baton  Rouge, 
some  boats  from  Farragut’s  fleet  were  fired  into  by  gue- 
rillas; Dr.  Foltz  went  in  an  open  boat,  under  fire,  to  attend 
the  wounded.  On  July  15th,  during  the  .battle  with  the 
rebel  ram  “Arkansas”  he  went  on  board  the  “Tyler”  in 
a boat,  to  peform  a like  service.  From  this  time  forward, 
for  a year  and  more,  he  remained  attached  to  the  “ Hartford,” 
until  the  Mississippi  river  was  virtually  opened  by  the  sur- 
render of  Vicksburg,  July  4th,  1S63.  During  this  period, 
while  New  Orleans  was  occupied  by  so  many  Northern 
troops,  and  the  presence  in  the  river  of  the  great  naval  force, 
he  had  serious  apprehensions  of  the  havoc  which  yellow 
fever  would  make,  if  it  made  its  appearance  in  that  city. 
By  the  combined  efforts  of  the  Port  Physician,  and  the 
Military  Governor,  General  Butler,  such  precautions  were 
taken  that  the  city  was  entirely  exempt  from  the  scourge, 
though  it  furiously  raged  in  all  the  cities  of  the  Gulf,  in- 
cluding Mexico  and  Cuba.  In  August,  1S63,  he  returned 
to  New  York,  and  the  following  year  served  as  a member 
of  the  Naval  Medical  Board,  and  in  1S66,  was  President 
of  the  same.  In  June,  1S67,  he  was  named  Fleet  Surgeon 
to  the  European  Squadron  under  Admiral  Farragut,  and 
with  that  high  office  made  the  celebrated  cruise  in  the 
“Franklin”  steam  frigate.  On  his  return,  in  1870,  to  the 
United  States,  he  was  again  ordered  on  duty  as  President 
of  the  Medical  Board,  and  was  appointed,  October  25th, 

1571,  by  the  President,  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Medicine 
and  Surgery,  and  Surgeon  General  of  the  Navy  with  the 
relative  rank  of  Commodore,  and  -held  these  positions 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  sixty-two  years,  April  25th, 

1572,  when  he  was  retired  bylaw.  In  1837,  he  received 
the  honorary  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  from  Yale  College; 
and  in  March,  1S74,  was  elected  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents 
of  the  Alumni  of  the  Jelferson  Medical  College,  lie  mar- 
ried, in  1854,  Rebecca,  daughter  of  John  F.  Steinman,  of 
Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  and  has  a family  of  three  sons. 
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oon,  JAMES  FREDERIC,  Fifth  Bishop  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  diocese  of  Philadelphia,  was 
bom,  April  27th,  1813,  at  the  Southwest  corner 
of  Front  and  Chestnut  streets,  in  that  city.  1 1 is 
parents  were  both  English,  and  came  to  this 
country  in  1S09,  settling  in  Philadelphia,  where 
his  father  engaged  in  business,  as  a merchant  and  importer, 
lie  received  his  elementary  education  at  a school  in  Dock 
street,  and,  in  November,  1S21,  was  sent  to  England  for 
its  completion.  There,  he  entered  the  grammar  school 
attached  to  the  church  of  St-  Mary  de  Crypt,  in  Gloucester, 
where  he  remained  for  more  than  live  years.  After  that 
time  he  returned  home,  and  continued  his  studies  at  the 
school  of  Mr.  Sanderson,  in  Market  street.  In  1S27-S,  he 
removed  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  obtained,  in  that  city,  a 
position  as  check  clerk,  in  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  United 
Slates,  being,  afterwards,  advanced  to  the  post  of  individual 
book-keeper  and  discount  clerk.  lie  remained  thus  till 
1S33,  when  he  was  appointed  paying  and  receiving  teller,  in 
the  Franklin  Bank  of  Cincinnati,  and  three  years  subse- 
quently, cashier,  in  the  same  institution.  Shortly  prior  to 
this,  he  became  converted  to  the  Roman  Catholic  faith  and 
was  baptized,  o#  the  7th  of  April,  1S36,  by  the  Most  Rev. 
Archbishop  Purcell  of  Cincinnati,  and  confirmed  by  him, 
in  the  same  year,  in  the  church  of  the  Most  Holy  Trinity. 
In  September,  1S37,  he  resigned  his  position  in  the  bank, 
and,  in  October  following,  went  to  Rome  for  the  purpose 
of  studying  for  the  church.  After  spending  three  or  four 
months  at  the  Irish  College,  in  Rome,  of  which  Cardinal 
Cullen  was  then  Rector,  he  entered  the  College  of  the 
Propaganda,  (March,  183S,)  as  a subject  of  the  diocese 
of  Cincinnati.  Having  completed  his  studies,  he  was  or- 
dained priest,  by  Cardinal  Fransoni,  Prefect  of  the  Sacred 
Congregation  of  the  Propaganda,  March  25th,  1S44.  He 
then  returned  to  this  country,  reaching  Cincinnati  in  the 
ensuing  October,  after  an  absence  of  seven  years.  lie  was 
appointed  assistant  pastor  at  the  Cathedral,  continuing  so 
between  nine  and  ten  years,  when  he  was  appointed  pastor 
of  St.  Patrick’s  Church,  in  Cincinnati.  While  in  that 
office,  he  received  the  Pope’s  Bull,  creating  him  Coadjutor 
Bishop  of  Philadelphia,  with  the  right  of  succession,  and 
was  consecrated  Bishop,  April  26th,  1857,  by  the  Arch- 
bishop of  Cincinnati.  He  reached  Philadelphia  in  the 
early  part  of  May,  and  took  charge  of  the  financial  affairs 
of  the  diocese.  His  predecessor,  Bishop  Neuman,  dying 
suddenly,  January  5th,  1S60,  he  succeeded  to  his  title  and 
assumed  the  administration  of  the  diocese.  He  made  a 
second  journey  to  Rome,  to  be  present  at  the  canonization 
of  the  Japanese  Martyrs,  in  1S62,  and  returned  thither  in 
1S07,  to  assist  at  the  eighteen-hundredth  anniversary  of  the 
martyrdom  of  Saints  Peter  and  Paul.  He  was  also  a mem- 
ber of  the  (Ecumenical  Council,  which  opened  at  the  Vati- 
can, December  Sill,  I S69,  and  was  a warm  advocate  of  the 
Infallibility  of  the  Roman  Pontiff;  but,  after  participating 
in  its  deliberations  during  three  months,  was  compelled,  by 


ill  health,  to  return  home.  On  his  assumption  of  the  title 
and  authority  of  bishop,  he  vigorously  prosecuted  the  build- 
ing of  the  cathedral,  which  was  dedicated,  November  2o;h, 
1S64;  and,  on  April  4th,  1S66,  he  laid  the  corner-stone 
of  the  new  Seminary  near  Overbrook.  This  building  was 
completed  in  September,  1S71,  for  the  reception  of  its 
inmates.  The  preparatory  seminary  at  Glen  Riddle,  pur- 
chased during  the  lifetime  of  Bishop  Neuman,  was-  then 
abandoned  and  the  pupils  transferred  to  the  preparatory 
department  of  the  new  edifice  ; the  Glen  Riddle  establish- 
ment and  farm  being  sold  to  the  Sisters  of  the  Third  Order 
of  St.  Francis,  who  now  occupy  it  as  a novitiate.  In  the 
administration  of  the  diocese  he  has  manifested  abilities  of 
a high  order,  and  under  his  fostering  care  it  has  advanced 
greatly  in  importance  and  to  unprecedented  prosperity. 


JILL,  I ION.  ANDREW  II.,  Lawyer,  and  State 
Senator  from  the  Seventeenth  District,  comprising 
the  counties  of  Snyder,  Union,  Northumberland, 
and  Perry,  was  born  in  Baltimore  county,  Mary- 
land, January  1 8th,  1S36.  His  father,  Rev. 
Henry  G.  Dill,  was  a clergyman  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church,  and  in  accordance  with  the  custom 
of  that  denomination  was  periodically  removed  from  [dace 
to  place.  In  1S49,  entered  the  Dickinson  Seminary, 
whence  he  graduated  in  1852.  lie  entered  the  Junior 
Class  in  Dickinson  College  in  September,  1853,  and  gradu- 
ated in  the  first  section  in  June,  1855.  lie  then  engaged  in 
teaching  in  Frederick  county,  Maryland,  and  became  a 
student  at  law  with  James  Lynch,  of  Frederick  city,  where 
he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  in  the  fall  of  1858,  after 
which  he  became  a practitioner  in  Columbia  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  there  remained  until  1S59.  I11  that  year  he 

opened  an  office  in  Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania,  but  after  six 
mouths  associated  in  a law  partnership  with  his  uncle, 
Isaiah  Dill,  of  Huntsville,  Alabama.  In  April,  i860,  he 
returned  to  Pennsylvania,  and  settled  in  Lewisburg,  Union 
county,  where  lie  became  actively  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession,  and  has  since  resided.  He  served  as  1st 
Lieutenant  of  Company  F.,  2Sth  Regiment  Pennsylvania 
Militia,  during  the  emergencies  of  1862  and  1863,  lending 
his  aid  to  the  country  in  the  hours  of  her  most  imminent 
perils.  I11  1865,  he  became  a member  of  the  firm  of  Bill- 
meyer,  Dill  8:  Co.,  boat  builders,  at  Lewisburg,  who  operate 
two  steam  saw  mills  and  are  extensively  engaged  as  dealers 
in  square  limber,  in  addition  to  the  production  of  some 
seventy-live  boats  per  annum.  Receiving  the  Democratic 
nomination  for  the  lluuse  of  Representatives,  in  1869,  for 
the  counties  of  Lycoming,  Union,  and  Snyder,  composing 
a Republican  district,  he  was  elected  and  took  his  seat 
January  1st,  1870.  In  the  fall  of  1S70,  he  was  elected  to 
the  Senate  from  the  same  district,  for  three  years,  and  in 
1873,  was  re-elected  from  his  present  district.  In  each  of 
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these  contests  he  ran  far  ahead  of  his  ticket,  carrying  in 
each  case  a Republican  district.  As  a legislator  he  has 
been  a faithful  custodian  of  the  interests  of  his  constituency, 
and  his  course  has  been  marked  by  a conscientious  de- 
votion to  his  conceptions  of  the  best  interests  of  the  whole 
people. 


If 
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INGST,  JOHN  II.,  Farmer  and  Merchant,  was 
born  in  Lebanon  county,  Pennsylvania,  August 
9th,  1833,  and  is  the  son  of  Lewis  and  Rosanna 
Yingst.  His  early  years  were  spent  upon  his 
father’s  farm,  where  indeed  he  labored  until  he 
attained  manhood’s  estate.  His  educational  ad- 
vantages were  very  limited,  being  only  those  afforded  by 
the  common  country  schools  of  that  section,  and  even  these 
benefits  were  dispensed  but  a limited  portion  of  the  year. 
His  partenls’  language  was  the  peculiar  dialect  known  as 
“ Pennsylvania  Dutch,”  and  his  opportunities  for  acquiring 
a knowledge  of  the  English  tongue  were  very  slight,  for 
it  was  not  taught  or  even  used  in  the  schools  of  the  dis- 
trict or  county;  yet  with  all  these  disadvantages,  he  man- 
aged by  sheer  energy,  and  the  perseverance  with  which  he 
was  possessed  to  gain  a sufficient  knowledge  by  which  lie 
was  enabled,  in  after  years,  to  rise  to  a position  of  respect- 
ability and  affluence.  Scarcely  had  he  attained  his  major- 
ity than  he  married,  and  through  the  influence  of  his  wife, 
who  was  a humble  devout  Christian,  he  likewise  became 
one,  and  as  a Christian  he  has  ever  since  consistently 
walked.  He  remained  on  his  father’s  farm,  actively  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  receiving  a share  of  the 
crops  in  payment  for  his  labors  until  1862,  when  he  was 
able  to  purchase  for  himself  a farm  of  158  acres,  and 
shortly  afterwards,  another  plantation,  both  being  situated 
in  his  native  county.  In  1864,  he  connected  himself  with 
D.  S.  Early,  of  Hummelstown,  Dauphin  county,  on  the 
line  of  the  Lebanon  Valley  Railroad,  and  conducted  a 
general  warehouse  business,  proving  himself  an  active 
energetic  partner  in  the  establishment.  In  the  fall  of  1S66, 
he  disposed  of  his  interests  in  the  firm  to  his  partner  and 
returned  to  Lebanon  county.  In  June,  1S67,  he  associated 
himself  with  Isaac  IIofTer,  of  the  borough  of  Lebanon,  and 
established  a large  hardware  trade,  and  rapidly  rose  to 
prominence  and  success.  In  1S70,  he  sustained  a domes- 
tic bereavement  in  the  loss  of  his  wife,  from  whom  he 
never  was  parted  during  all  the  years  of  their  intercourse. 
He  had  been  the  happiest  of  men,  while  leading  the  quiet 
life  of  a farmer,  or  engaged  in  business  pursuits;  and  now 
that  the  tie  which  bound  him  to  home  was  severed,  he  re- 
solved to  travel  through  the  great  West,  a resolution  which 
he  curied  out,  visiting  twenty-four  of  the  Slates,  and  glean- 
ing ideas,  ns  he  proceeded,  of  the  agricultural  resources 
and  business  capacities  of  other  localities,  and  subsequently 
extending  his  visit  through  the  Dominion  of  Canada.  On 
February  1st,  1S74,  he  purchased  his  partner’s  interest  in 


the  business,  which  he  now  carries  on,  on  his  own  account, 
and  enjoys  a large  and  extensive  patronage.  Personally 
he  is  tall  and  well  formed,  with  a florid  complexion  and  a 
clear  blue  eye:  his  hair,  once  dark,  is  now  beginning  to  be 
tinged  by  the  hand  of  time.  He  was  married,  October 
1 6th,  1854,  to  Eliza  Kreider  of  Lebanon  county,  who  died 
in  March,  1S70,  leaving  him  with  three  children.  In  1872, 
he  was  married  to  Sallie  G.  Lehman  of  the  same  county, 
who  lived  but  a single  year  after  their  union. 


yXvTRONG,  IION.  WILLIAM,  LL.  D„  Associate 

Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 

States,  was  born  at  Somers,  Connecticut,  May 

6th,  1S08,  and  is  the  son  of  the  Rev.  William  L. 
o c/-5-^  * 

Strong,  an  eminent  Presbyterian  clergyman  and 
^ graduate  of  Yale  College.  His  preparatory  edu- 
cation was  acquired  at  the  Munson  Academy,  Massachu- 
setts, and  when  sixteen  years  of  age  he  entered  the  Fresh- 
man Class  of  Yale  College,  pursued  the  usual  four  years’ 
course,  and  graduated  with  honor  to  himself  and  the  In- 
stitution, in  182S.  He  subsequently  taught  a Classical  and 
Mathematical  School,  occupying  his  leisure  hours  in  the 
study  of  law,  and  so  continued  until  February,  1S32,  when 
he  entered  the  law  school  of  Yale  College.  In  the  follow- 
ing month  of  October,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  the 
Superior  Court  of  Connecticut,  and  shortly  thereafter,  he 
was  also  admitted  to  practice  in  the  District  Court,  and 
Court  of  Common  Fleas  of  the  City  and  County  of  Phila- 
delphia. On  November  17th,  of  the  same  year,  he  opened 
a law  office  in  Reading,  Pennsylvania,  and  made  that  city 
his  future  residence.  In  political  faith,  he  was  a Democrat 
of  the  Old  School,  and  as  such  was  several  times  elected  a 
member  of  the  City  Councils  of  Reading,  and  also  one  of 
the  Controllers  of  the  Public  Schools.  In  1S46,  he  was 
elected  by  the  Democracy  of  the  Ninth  District  (Berks 
county)  as  the  Representative  to  Congress,  and  was  re- 
elected in  184S.  He  served  on  several  important  Com- 
mittees, and  was  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Elections. 
In  1850,110  declined  are-election  and  returned  to  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession.  In  1S57,  he  was  elected  by  the  people 
of  the  Commonwealth  a Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Pennsylvania  for  the  term  of  fifteen  years,  but  resigned  his 
position  on  the  bench,  October  1st,  1868,  and  returned  to  his 
practice  at  the  liar.  On  February  iSth,  1S70,  he  was  named 
by  President  Grant,  an  Associate  justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  which  high  position  he  yet  re- 
tains. While  a resident  of  Reading,  he  was  for  many  years 
a Director  of  the  Farmers’  Bank  of  that  city,  as  well  as  a 
Director  of  the  Lebanon  Valley  Railroad  ; and  was  counsel 
for  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Railroad  Company  until 
he  went  on  the  bench.  In  religious  faith,  he  follows  in  the 
footsteps  of  his  father,  having  been  for  many  years  a mem- 
ber and  a ruling  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  is 
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fully  identified  with  n'l  the  leading  hoards  of  that  denomi- 
nation. For  several  years,  he  has  been  one  of  the  Vice- 
Presidents  of  the  American  Ilible  Society,  and  also  of  the 
American  Sunday  School  Union;  and,  in  I S73,  was  elected 
President  of  the  American  Tract  Society.  lie  received, 
in  1S67,  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws,  from 
Lafayette  College,  Easton,  Pennsylvania;  and,  in  1S70, 
the  same  honorary  diploma  was  granted  him  by  Nassau 
Hall,  Princeton,  New  Jersey,  and  also  by  his  Alma  Mater, 
Vale  College,  New  Haven. 


"RICKMAN,  JOHN,  Lawyer  and  Statesman,  was 
horn  near  the  battle-field  of  the  Brandywine, 
Pennsylvania,  on  the  anniversary  of  that  cele- 
brated action,  September  nth,  1S10.  1 1 is  father 

was  a farmer,  widely  known  and  conspicuous  for 
hi>  good,  sound,  common  sense  and  upright  deal- 
ings. 1 1 is  education  was  acquired  from  a private  tutor, 
a foreigner  by  birth,  who  resided  in  the  neighborhood,  and 
who  took  particular  pains  in  the  thorough  instruction  of  his 
young  pupil.  lie  subsequently  studied  law  with  lion. 
Townsend  Haines — who  afterwards  became  Judge  of  the 
District — and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  iSj2.  As  a 
young  man,  he  rendered  himself  conspicuous  in  his  pro- 
fession, and  soon  acquired  an  excellent  reputation  as  a 
successful  pleader  throughout  the  Commonwealth.  lie 
took  a:i  active  part  in  the  political  arena,  and  warmly 
espoused  Democratic  principles;  he  was  wont  to  “stump” 
the  Stale,  and  attracted  much  attention  as  an  opponent  of 
the  views  and  opinions  of  Anti-Slavery  men,  often  en- 
countering their  most  eminent  debaters,  and  being  acknow- 
ledged by  all  to  be  a “ foeman  worthy  of  their  steel.”  In 
debate,  he  was  quick,  terse,  and  withal  eloquent,  couching 
his  expressions  in  the  choicest  language,  and  carrying  con- 
viction to  those  who  were  wavering  in  their  opinions.  lie 
filled  the  ofticc  of  District  Attorney  for  a term,  and  was 
honored  by  the  nomination  and  election  to  Congress  from 
the  then  Sixth  District — composed  of  the  counties  of 
Chester  and  Delaware — in  1S54,  as  a Democrat  in  full 
standing.  It  was  during  the  summer  of  1055,  that  he  be- 
came interested  in  the  great  struggle  then  occurring  in 
Kansas;  and  in  order  to  have  the  matter  properly  investi- 
gated by  Congress,  he  suggested  a certain  course  of  action 
which  was  adopted  by  cx-Governor  Reeder,  who  had 
recently  been  removed  from  the  Executive  chair  of  the 
Territory;  and  this  was  to  have  Reeder  run  against  Whit- 
field for  delegate,  and  then  contest  the  election  ; this  plan 
was  fully  carried  out,  subsequently.  It  was  during  the 
memorable  days  at  the  opening  of  the  Thirty-fourth  Con- 
gress, when  the  great  contest  resulting  in  the  election  of 
N.  Ik  Banks  as  Speaker,  that  John  Hickman  took  the 
initiative  of  his  final  abandonment  of  the  Democratic 
I’ru-Slavcry  secessionist  faction,  by  “shelving  Governor 


Ailken,”  the  candidate  of  the  “ fire-eaters,”  for  Speaker, 
and  standing  by  the  Republican  nominee,  being  determined 
never  to  submit  to  Southern  dictation  and  domination. 
Just  about  this  time  Reeder  went  to  Washington  to  contest 
hi;  election  with  Whitfield,  which  was  done,  and  Repre- 
sentative Hickman  being  on  the  Committee  wrote  the 
Report  and  presented  the  same,  March  51I1,  1S56.  This 
led  to  a close  contest  between  him  and  Alexander  II. 
Stephens,  also  a member  of  the  Committee,  but  finally  it 
resulted  in  a Committee  who  were  to  proceed  to  Kansas, 
and  the  ultimate  consequence  was  that  Slavery  was  not 
legislated  into  Kansas,  but  Popular  Sovereignty  governed 
the  question.  This  was  the  seed  which,  in  after  years, 
produced  the  Rebellion,  and  during  the  whole  period  of 
those  troublesome  times,  he  was  one  of  the  most  cour- 
ageous and  resolute  men  in  the  House  as  a defender  of  the 
North.  And  yet,  notwithstanding  his  great  opposition  to 
the  Buchanan  administration,  he  had  been,  during  the 
campaign  preceding  his  election,  one  of  his  most  ardent 
supporters;  but  when  that  President  obeyed  the  behests  and 
demands  of  the  South,  he  did  not  hesitate  between  Liberty 
and  Slavery.  Since  his  retirement  from  political  life,  he 
has  devoted  himself  much  to  reading,  and  is  considered  a 
fine  Shakspcarian  scholar.  As  to  his  religious  traits,  he 
was  at  one  period  an  attendant  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
though  he  was  never  a believer  in  any  sectarian  views,  lie 
is,  however,  a great  Scripture  reader,  and  being  possessed 
of  a retentive  memory,  the  accuracy  with  which  he  quotes 
from  any  of  the  sacred  books  is  remarkable.  1 1 is  powers 
of  conversation  are  genial,  social,  and  very  entertaining, 
and  he  is  a great  lover  of  home — w hich  is  an  attractive 
one,  adorned  with  a fine  picture  gallery  and  a magnificent 
library.  He  married  a sister  of  General  John  Wolcott 
Phelps,  a prominent  military  chieftain  during  the  War 
of  the  Rebellion. 

O’ 

W VERHART,  WH.LLVM,  Merchant,  was  born  in 
1 / 1JL  Vincent  township,  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania, 
dll  May  17th,  1785,  and  urns  the  eldest  son  of  James 
Everhart,  who,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years, 
(j—  j entered  the  Army  of  the  Revolution,  and  suf- 

'"J  feted  the  many  hardships  of  the  days  that  tried 
men’s  souls.  William  chose  a mercantile  life,  and,  before 
he  attained  his  majority,  entered  into  business  on  his  own 
account.  During  the  War  of  1S12,  he  raised  and  drilled 
a ride  corps,  but  was  not  called  into  service,  as  peace  was 
declared  shortly  afterwards.  Having  determined  to  be- 
come an  importer  of  merchandise,  he  sailed  from  New 
York  for  Liverpool  in  the  packet  ship  “Albion,”  and  hail 
the  misfortune  to  be  wrecked  in  that  vessel  on  the  Irish 
coast.  1 1 is  escape  from  a terrible  death  was  marvellous, 
and  saved  himself  by  clinging  to  a rock  on  which  he 
secured  literally  but  a foothold,  as  he  could  only  rest  one 
foot  at  a time  on  its  narrow  surface.  By  the  lowering  of  a. 
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rope  from  the  overhanging  cliffs,  which  he  attached  to  his 
body,  he  was  drawn  up  to  a place  of  safety,  and  received 
very  kind  treatment  at  the  hands  of  the  Irish  peasantry  who 
rescued  him.  Such  a miraculous  preservation  as  was  his, 
out  of  such  a terrible  wreck  and  loss  of  life — for  he  was 
the  only  passenger  out  of  twenty-two  that  was  saved — ex- 
cited the  public  sensibility  throughout  Europe  and  America, 
and  on  his  arrival  in  Liverpool,  he  received  marked  atten- 
tion. He  was  thus  left  perfectly  destitute,  a stranger  in  a 
foreign  land,  having,  in  some  way,  lost  $10,000.  Although 
this  amount  was  found,  and  freely  and  earnestly  offered  to 
him  hy  the  officers  of  the  Government,  and  although  it  was 
probably  the  very  money  he  had  lost,  yet  he  refused  to  re- 
ceive it,  fearing  he  might  be  mistaken  in  its  identity;  thus 
manifesting  a rare  instance  of  sterling  integrity.  He  was, 
however,  well  cared  for,  and  amply  repaid  his  patrons  in 
after  years,  during  the  Irish  famine,  by  large  donations 
which  he  remitted  from  the  United  States:  and  to  such  an 
extent  did  he  remember  the  favors  he  had  received  when 
cast  away,  that  his  name  will  not  be  forgotten  by  the  thou- 
sands whose  miseries  were  alleviated  by  his  gifts,  and  by 
their  descendants  in  all  future  years.  On  hi;  return  to  the 
United  States,  he  removed  to  West  Chester,  where  he  pur- 
chased large  tracts  of  land,  including  the  “ Wollerton 
Farm.’  ’ He  improved  these  in  various  ways,  laying  out 
streets  and  donating  them  to  the  town,  and  on  the  lots  and 
blocks  so  formed,  he  erected  many  elegant  buildings.  So 
manifest  were  the  improvements  he  projected  and  executed 
that  the  borough  throve  exceedingly,  and  it  was  soon 
doubled  in  extent.  He  remained  an  importing  merchant 
for  thirty  years,  when  he  retired  from  active  business  pur- 
suits. In  political  creed,  he  was  a Whig  of  the  Henry 
Clay  school,  and,  in  1S52,  he  was  nominated  and  elected 
as  the  Representative  in  Congress,  from  the  district  com- 
posed of  Chester  and  Delaware  counties,  receiving  a largely 
increased  vote  over  the  average  on  that  ticket.  lie  was  a 
man  of  simple  habits,  plain  and  unostentatious  in  his  man- 
ners, but  withal  of  bold  and  successful  enterprise;  and  his 
character  as  a merchant  and  capitalist  was  without  a spot 
or  blemish.  He  was  universally  respected,  and  his  death 
was  considered  a public  loss. 


UIOMAS,  ISAAC,  M.  D.,  Physician,  was  born  in 
Willistown,  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  Sep- 
tember 1 6th , 1797,  and  is  a son  of  Mordecai  and 
Lydia  (Hooper)  Thomas,  both  of  whom  were 
zealous  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends.  Ilis 
primary  education  was  obtained  in  the  schools  of 
the  neighborhood,  and  he  also  passed  a year  at  the  boarding 
school  of  Joshua  Hooper  in  Merion,  Montgomery  county, 
closing  with  an  attendance  at  the  academy  in  Westchester. 
Having  selected  the  medical  profession  as  his  future  sphere, 
he  duly  prepared  himself,  and  matriculated  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Pennsylvania,  in  1S17,  and  after  the  prescribed  three 
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years’  course  of  studies  graduated  therefrom,  and  forthwith 
commenced  practice  in  Delaware  county,  where,  however, 
he  remained  but  a few  months.  Finding  a better  field  of 
duty,  he  removed  to  Westchester,  in  the  fall  of  1820,  and 
devoted  himself  industriously  to  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion, in  which  he  met  with  marked  success.  He  soon  ac- 
quired an  extensive  patronage,  which  he  retained  until 
1858,  when,  after  nearly  forty  years  of  service,  he  relin- 
quished practice,  and  retired  from  the  active  duties  of  his 
profession,  although  at  times  his  ripe  experience  and  ju- 
dicious counsel  is  sought  for  in  consultations  with  the  pre- 
sent practitioners  of  the  healing  art;  all  of  whom  bear 
honorable  testimony  to  his  skill  and  excellence.  For  twenty 
years  he  has  been  a member  of  the  State  Medical  Society, 
and  he  has  also  been  for  a long  period  connected  with  the 
National  Medical  Association.  In  1858,  he  went  to  Europe, 
where  he  sojourned  for  three  months.  In  public  affairs 
and  improvements  he  has  ever  taken  a lively  interest,  and 
by  his  efforts  has  contributed  largely  to  the  growth  and 
prosperity  of  the  beautiful  town  of  Westchester.  He  was 
one  of  the  Trustees  of  the  academy  there  for  many  years, 
and  prior  to  its  conversion  to  the  Normal  School.  He  was 
also  a member  of  the  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences  of 
Westchester  during  its  existence.  For  twenty-one  years 
he  was  a Director  of  the  Westchester  Railroad  Company, 
and  during  eight  years  was  President  of  the  Board.  He 
was  also  a Director  of  the  old  Chester  Bank  for  thirty-five 
years,  resigning  therefrom  in  1S72,  on  account  of  ill-health. 
Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  his  services  have  been  for  many 
years  sought  for  and  obtained  in  the  various  positions  whose 
developments  tend  towards  the  advancement  and  prosperity 
of  the  country  in  general.  In  political  belief,  he  has  been 
a life-long  opponent  of  the  Democracy.  lie  has  never  al- 
lowed himself  to  take  an  active  part  save  on  one  occasion, 
when  his  name  was  placed  on  the  Anti-Masonic  ticket  for 
the  Legislature  ; but  the  opposition  proved  successful.  Per- 
sonally, he  is  short  in  stature,  being  a trifle  below  the  me- 
dium height.  In  conversation  he  is  fluent  and  agreeable, 
at  the  same  time  possessing  the  gem  of  true  modesty.  Al- 
though he  has  passed  the  allotted  limit  of  “ three  score 
years  and  ten,”  he  is  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  all  his  Facul- 
ties. He  was  married,  in  1S24,  to  Ann  C.,  daughter  of 
the  eminent  Charles  Miner,  whose  reputation  is  national. 
In  1835,  he  was  again  married  to  Mary  II.,  daughter  of 
George  lh  inton  of  Chester  county,  his  former  wife  having 
died  in  1832. 


V/ttf  f cCONKEY,  DAVID,  Banker  and  Conveyancer, 
,S|  l i was  born  at  Ilowellville — now  Chester  Valley 
\ l|  Post-Office — Trcdyffian  township,  Chester  county, 

~ * Pennsylvania,  May  5th,  1S00.  Ilis  parents  were 

of  limited  means,  and  while  he  was  quite  young, 
they  removed  to  Northumberland,  Pennsylvania, 
where  his  early  life  was  passed  in  assisting  his  father  on  the 
farm.  Owing  to  a lack  of  public  schools  in  those  days, 
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his  educational  advantages  were  limited,  and  he  only  ac- 
quired the  rudiments  of  learning  from  the  village  school. 
In  the  spring  of  1S24,  he  proceeded  to  Westchester,  seek- 
ing employment,  fur  now  he  had  his  own  way  to  make  in 
the  world.  At  that  time  the  duties  of  Recorder  and  I’ro- 
thonotary  were  performed  by  Joseph  Pierce,  who  tendered 
the  young  stranger  a clerkship  in  his  office  ; which  being  ac- 
cepted, he  remained  during  the  entire  term  of  three  years 
of  this  incumbent.  1 le  was  re-appointed  by  William  Wil- 
liamson, who  next  filled  the  office,  and  continued  during 
his  term,  and  also  for  two  months  of  his  successor,  Darling- 
ton. 1 1 is  sterling  integrity,  and  his  business  qualifications 
were  now  recognized  and  acknowledged  by  the  many  with 
whom  he  had  been  brought  in  contact.  On  his  retirement 
from  the  County  office,  he  left  Westchester,  and  passed 
about  four  years  on  a farm  near  his  birthplace.  In  1S33, 
he  was  solicited  by  Thomas  Williamson  to  return  to  West- 
chester and  take  charge  of  his  business — that  of  general 
banking  and  conveyancing,  the  latter  branch  being  the  spe- 
cialty of  the  firm  of  Williamson  & Weaver.  .The  latter 
having  died,  while  the  former  was  desirous  of  removing  to 
Philadelphia,  an  arrangement  was  entered  into  and  David 
McConkey  assumed  charge  of  the  concern — then  the  only 
banking  and  conveyancing  office  in  Westchester.  1 1 is 
many  years  of  service  in  the  Recorder’s  and  Prothonotary’s 
office  fitted  him  admirably  for  the  new  position  he  occupied. 
He  soon  began  to  develop  the  rare  business  genius  of  which 
he  was  possessed  ; and  his  ability  and  success  in  the  man- 
agement of  all  financial  matters  entrusted  to  his  care  added 
greatly  to  his  business,  and  he  soon  became  the  acknow- 
ledged authority  on  all  matters  in  that  line.  He  erected 
for  himself  a handsome  marble  building  for  a banking  house, 
superior  to  any  edifice  in  the  town  at  that  time  ; and  subse- 
quently he  built  a fine  brown-stone  dwelling  on  the  same 
street  and  opposite  his  former  location,  with  his  banking 
house  adjoining.  This  messuage  is  now  occupied  by  his 
amiable  widow.  As  a citizen,  he  was  exemplary,  although 
confining  himself  arduously  and  strictly  to  the  prosecution 
of  his  business.  He  steadily  declined  all  public  office,  al- 
though at  the  same  time  he  was  keenly  alive  to  all  enter- 
prises that  tended  towards  public  improvements.  He  never 
took  any  active  .part  in  political  matters,  although  previously 
to  the  Rebellion  he  was  a Democrat  in  predilection  ; but 
when  the  safety  of  the  Union  was  imperilled,  lie  was  most 
active  in  advancing  its  cause,  and  aided  it  very  materially 
by  liberal  contributions  from  his  means — which  had  become 
very  ample,  lie  was  married,  in  1839,10  Catherine  W. 
Jones  of  Chester  Valley,  who  died  in  1851.  1 1 is  second 

wife  and  present  widow  was  Sarah  Brinton,  who  belonged 
to  one  of  the  well-known  and  opulent  families  of  that  name 
and  section.  He  died  February  27th,  1867,  and  the  press 
throughout  the  State  eulogized  his  memory,  lie  was  in 
the  fullest  sense  of  the  term  a self-made  man,  rising  from 
the  straitened  circumstances  of  his  early  life  by  his  own 
unaided  ability,  industry,  and  perseverance. 


|f|  cFARLAND,  DAVID  McCONICEY,  Banker  and 
Conveyancer,  was  born  in  Treddyffrin  township, 
Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  May  6th,  1S39, 
and  is  a son  of  James  and  Mary  (McConkey) 
McFarland  of  that  section.  1 1 is  early  years  were 
spent  on  his  parents’  farm,  and  his  education  was 
acquired  partly  at  the  Freeland  Seminary  in  Perkiomen, 
Montgomery  county,  and  finally  at  the  academy  of  \V.  F. 
Wyers  in  the  same  county.  In  the  autumn  of  1855,  when 
in  his  seventeenth  year,  he  left  school  and  entered  the  Re- 
corder’s office  in  Westchester,  where  he  remained  about 
six  months,  and  then  became  a clerk  in  the  banking  house 
of  his  maternal  uncle,  David  McConkey.  Here  he  acquired 
those  superior  business  habits  which,  with  close  attention  to 
his  duties  in  the  office,  have  resulted  in  his  becoming  the 
proprietor  of  the  present  prosperous  and  ably  managed  finan- 
cial establishment,  having  on  the  death  of  his  uncle,  Feb- 
ruary 27th,  1C67,  succeeded  to  the  business.  Personally, 
he  is  of  medium  height,  pleasant  in  conversation  and  man- 
ners, in  all  business  dealings  prompt  to  act,  paying  strict  at- 
tention to  a.l  its  various  details  ; making  his  daily  labors 
his  chief  study,  and  avoiding  all  outside  matters.  He  was 
married,  in  September,  1866,  to  Mary  Mifflin,  daughter  of 
Dr.  Abram  Rothrock,  of  McVeytown,  Mifflin  county, 
Pennsyh  ar.ia. 


JUfr 

jfe^RAIIAM,  JAMES  HUTCHISON,  Judge,  was 
^ born,  September  loth,  1S09,  in  West  Penns- 
borough  township,  Cumberland  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania. At  Dickinson  College,  in  the  same 
county,  he  received  a careful  classical  education, 
graduating  in  the  class  of  1827.  Upon  leaving 
this  institution,  he  commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the 
office  of  Andrew  Carothers,  a prominent  member  of  the 
Carlisle  bar,  and  was  admitted  to  practice,  January,  1830. 
The  skill  he  evinced  in  the  management  of  his  first  cases, 
soon  placed  him  among  the  most  promising  members  of 
this  very  able  bar,  and  in  1S39,  he  was  appointed  by  Gover- 
nor Porter,  Deputy  Attorney-General  of  the  State,  a posi- 
tion he  held  for  six  years  with  signal  credit,  as  was  testified 
in  1S50,  by  his  election  as  President  Judge  of  the  Ninth 
Judicial  District,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Cumberland, 
Perry,  and  Juniata.  To  this  honorable  post  he  was  again 
elected,  in  1861,  for  another  period  of  ten  years,  so  that  at 
his  retirement  from  this  office,  in  1871,  he  had  passed  a 
score  of  years  upon  the  bench.  Ilis  decisions  were  char- 
acterized by  marked  ability  and  were  rarely  reversed  by  the 
Supreme  Court  upon  review — probably  as  seldom  as  those 
of  any  District  Judge  in  the  State.  After  his  retirement  he 
resumed  practice  at  the  bar  in  Carlisle,  where  he  still  re- 
sides, associating  with  him  his  son,  James  Graham,  Jr.; 
he  has  also  actively  interested  himself  in  giving  instruc- 
tion in  the  Law  Department  of  Dickinson  College.  In 
1862,  his  Alma  Mater  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of 
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LL.  D.,  an  honor,  in  his  instance,  well-merited  by  a pro- 
found acquaintance  with  forensic  literature,  and  uncommon 
skill  in  bringing  its  principles  to  bear  on  the  practical  ques- 
tions of  life,  lie  has  been  twice  married,  his  second  wife 
and  a large  family  of  children  still  surviving. 


& 


i 


(jS^ATTERSON,  BURD,  Coal  Operator  and  Iron 
Master,  was  born  in  Juniata  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, on  the  Sth  day  of  July,  17SS.  lie  was 
connected,  both  on  the  paternal  and  maternal 
sides,  with  a number  of  influential  and  well- 
known  Pennsylvania  families,  among  whom  may 
be  mentioned  the  Birds,  Yates,  Conynghams,  Ilubleys, 
and  Peales.  He  received  a thorough  classical,  scientific, 
and  English  education.  In  his  early  manhood  he  was  a 
Professor  of  the  Latin  language,  at  Mt.  Airy  College,  near 
Philadelphia,  lie  then  engaged  in  manufacturing  pursuits, 
but  was,  in  the  year  1S26,  attracted  with  other  enterprising 
men  to  Pottsville,  Schuylkill  county,  where  he  resided  up 
to  the  time  of  his  death.  To  have  been  a pioneer  in  the 
anthracite  coal  fields,  helping  to  originate  and  foster  a trade 
so  far  reaching  in  its  effects,  as  to  be  almost  at  the  founda- 
tion of  the  wealth  of  the  Eastern  sea  board,  is,  in  itself,  a 
high  honor;  and  to  this  honor  Burd  Patterson  was  most 
emphatically  entitled.  But  he  was  entitled  to  far  more, 
lie  was  in  a most  wonderful  degree  the  embodiment  of 
enterprise  and  progress.  When  he  came  to  Pottsville  he 
had  passed  the  heyday  of  youth — he  was  verging  on  middle 
life,  having  attained  his  thirty-eighth  year.  Ills  pecuniary 
resources  were  not  great,  but  he  had  large  knowledge  of 
men  and  things;  good  character,  a mature  and  broad  in- 
tellect, and  keen  insight  into  the  future.  Proud  of  his 
country  and  its  resources,  he  was  anxious  for  their  develop- 
ment. lie  early  engaged  in  the  purchase  and  sale  of  town 
lots  in  Pottsville,  and  in  extending  the  limits  of  the  then 
village  in  the  wilderness;  indeed,  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death  he  was  connected,  with  much  of  its  improvement, 
and  in  all  the  leading  enterprises  for  its  development. 
1 1 is  charactei  and  disposition  was  from  his  youth  upwards 
essentially  that  of  a leader,  and  the  difficulties  which  de- 
terred others  from  entering  into  new  enterprises,  clothed 
them  to  him  with  a spirit  of  fascination.  In  Manayunk, 
now  filled  to  overflowing  with  manufactories,  he  had  em- 
barked in  the  manufacture  of  wool,  and,  before  his  removal 
to  Pottsville,  had  put  up  the  first  spindle  that  was  ever  run 
there.  It  would  be  next  to  impossible  to  specify  all  he  has 
done  in  the  development  of  the  coal  regions.  His  mark 
was  made  and  his  influence  felt  in  all  directions.  Earnest, 
enthusiastic,  untiring,  and  far-seeing,  he,  not  only  by  in- 
dividual enterprise,  but  by  large  personal  influence  and 
exertion,  induced  others  to  aid  in  the  work  of  development. 
In  the  darkest  days  of  the  early  history  of  the  coal  trade, 
when  many  of  the  boldest  of  the  coal  operators  faltered. 


he  with  undaunted  nerve  and  rational  hopefulness  made 
clear  the  way  before  them.  Understanding  and  appreciat- 
ing the  necessity  of  railroad  facilities  in  his  work  of  de- 
velopment, an  earnest  and  effective  labor  for  their  extension 
and  increase  was  co-extensive  with  his  residence  in  Potts- 
ville; through  him  old  lines  of  road  were  extended,  and 
by  him  new  lines  originated.  But  he  did  not  confine  him- 
self to  Schuylkill  county  alone.  At  an  early  day  he  com- 
menced the  development  of  the  Shamokin  Coal  Basin,  and 
was  instrumental  in  introducing  there  the  men  and  the 
capital  who  carried  out  his  views.  The  Ashland  Coal  Field 
next  commanded  his  attention,  and  in  connection  with 
the  Messrs.  Brock,  of  Philadelphia  (who  were  possessed 
of  the  requisite  capital)  he  laid  out  the  town  of  Ashland, 
and  induced  the  development  of  a new  source  of  immense 
wealth.  With  Dundas,  Troutman,  Biddle,  of  Philadelphia, 
and  others,  he  laid  out  Mahanoy  City.  He  invested  largely 
in  the  Mahanoy  Coal  Field  himself  and  induced  invest- 
ments on  the  part  of  others.  What  has  been  effected  by 
these  several  enterprises  can  be  best  appreciated  by  those 
who,  a few  years  since,  gazed  upon  an  almost  unbroken 
wilderness,  and  who  now  see  the  wilderness  replaced  by 
thriving  towns  and  villages,  mines  and  manufactories;  a 
country  traversed  in  all  directions  by  rival  railroads,  and 
peopled  by  nearly  100,000  souls.  But  equally  remarkable 
with  his  efforts  in  coal  development  has  been  his  connec- 
tion with  the  manufacture  of  iron.  Few  of  those  who  now 
mark  the  long  line  of  furnaces  in  the  Lehigh  and  Schuyl- 
kill Valleys,  and  who  with  unwondering  eyes  note  the 
heavy  shipments  of  anthracite  coal  used  in  the  manufacture 
of  iron,  can  realize  the  care  and  anxiety  with  which  its  use 
for  that  purpose  was  introduced.  How  failure  followed 
failure;  how  the  timid  were  in  utter  despair;  and  how  even 
the  sanguine  lost  faith  and  heart  before  success  was  plucked 
out  of  defeat.  To  Burd  Patterson  more  than  any  other 
one  man  can  that  success  be  attributed,  lie  believed,  and 
believed  earnestly,  that  iron  could  be  so  manufactured. 
With  him  such  a belief  was  tantamount  to  action.  In 
efforts  from  which  others  drew  no  lesson  except  that  of 
failure,  he  saw  the  glimmer  of  success.  Experiment  after 
experiment  shook  the  belief  of  nearly  all  except  himself, 
and  his  influence  in  that  direction  was  almost  powerless, 
as,  after  repeated  failures  and  heavy  losses,  one  friend  after 
another  withdrew  from  the  enterprise.  Nearly  every  re- 
source had  failed.  Sustained  by  a few,  at  last  success 
crowned  an  effort  not  to  be  over-estimated  in  its  influence 
upon  the  material  prosperity  of  the  country.  Iron  had 
been  manufactured  from  anthracite  coal.  It  was  upon  the 
occasion  of  a banquet  given  in  honor  of  this  event,  at 
which  Henry  C.  Carey,  Thomas  Chambers,  and  others 
were  present,  that  Nicholas  Biddle  gave  his  celebrated 
toast— “ Pennsylvania  ; like  her  sons  rough  and  rugged — 
plenty  of  coal  to  warm  her  friends,  and  plenty  of  iron  to 
cool  her  enemies.”  Burd  Patterson  was  the  founder  of  the 
Pioneer  Furnace  at  Pottsville  (the  nucleus  of  the  extensive 
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operation  of  C.  M.  Atkins),  where  he  met  his  first  success 
in  the  manufacture  of  iron.  In  connection  with  Thomas 
Chambers,  anti  receiving  efficient  aid  from  Peter  B.iltly,  he 
started  the  “ Rough  and  Ready”  Iron  Works  at  Danville, 
lie  aided  in  the  erection  of  the  Shamokin  Furnace,  and 
also  in  the  Furnace  at  Earnsville.  lie  also  built  the  Fur- 
nace at  St.  Clair,  now  owned  by  James  Lanigan.  He  had 
himself,  at  an  earjy  day,  con'ceived  the  idea  of  manufac- 
turing steel  from  pig  metal,  and  as  a consequence,  when 
the  Bessemer  process  was  discovered  his  mind  was  pre- 
pared for  it.  He  made  earnest  efforts  for  its  introduction 
in  this  country.  He  published  pamphlets  containing  re- 
liable information  on  the  subject,  which  he  forwarded  to 
leading  iron  men  and  capitalists  in  this  and  other  States. 
He  sent,  at  his  own  expense,  John  Pott,  in  company  with 
an  Englishman,  who  professed  knowledge  of  English  Iron 
W oiks,  to  Great  Britain  for  the  purpose  of  getting  full  and 
accurate  knowledge  of  the  iron  works  of  England,  Scot- 
land, and  Wales.  To  his  mind  no  enterprise  was  too 
grand ; and  yet  there  was  no  detail  but  had  its  significance. 
For  a period  of  forty  years  his  life  was  devoted  to  the  dis- 
covery of  coal  and  iron  ores,  their  production  and  manu- 
facture, and  the  transportation  of  the  same  to  market. 
Held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  all,  his  death,  which  occur- 
red at  Poltsville,  on  March  31,  1867,  was  felt  as  a public 
loss.  At  a meeting  attended  by  the  most  prominent  citizens 
of  Pottsville,  resolutions  were  passed  in  commemoration 
of  his  services,  and  of  condolence  with  his  family.  His 
loss  was  felt,  not  only  in  his  own  home,  but  by  a wide 
circle  throughout  the  Slate. 


1 ORTIIINGTON,  IION.  WILMER,  Physician, 
was  born  in  what  is  now  West  Goshen  township, 
Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  January  221J,  1S04. 
1 1 is  ancestors  emigrated  from  England  about 
1700,  and  settled  within  the  present  corpora- 
tion limits  of  Philadelphia,  in  Byberry  township. 
Subsequently  they  removed  to  the  forks  of  the  Ncshamony 
creek,  and  at  a later  date,  one  branch  of  the  family  settled 
in  Chester  county.  He  received  a thorough  general  and 
classical  education  at  the  West  Chester  Academy,  on  leav- 
ing which  institution  he  commenced  the  study  of  medi- 
cine, under  the  preceptorship  of  Dr.  William  Darlington, 
eminent  both  as  a physician,  linguist,  and  naturalist.  The 
medical  department  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  con- 
ferred a diploma  upon  him  at  his  graduation,  April,  1825, 
when  he  settled  in  West  Chester,  and  applied  himself  with 
assiduity  and  success  to  the  practice  of  his  profession.  At 
•the  outbreak  of  the  Asiatic  Cholera  in  Philadelphia,  in 
1S32,  he  voluntarily  quitted  his  business  to  visit  that  city, 
and  render  aicl  in  the  overcrowded  and  pestilential  hos- 
pitals. Some  years  later,  in  1839,  having  been  appointed 
Lazaretto  Physician  of  the  Port  of  Philadelphia,  by  Gover- 


nor Porter,  he  again  left  his  increasing  practice,  and  for 
three  years  served  with  untiring  fidelity  in  this  onerous 
post,  until  failing  health  warned  him  to  resign.  From 
early  life  he  touk  a warm  interest  in  political  questions,  and 
his  readiness  and  force  as  a public  speaker  gave  him  great 
influence  in  the  party  of  his  adoption.  He  was  elected,  in 
1833,  to  the  State  Legislature,  by  a party  composed  of 
Whigs  and  Democrats  in  opposition  to  the  Anti-Masonic 
party,  then  quite  powerful  in  the  State.  During  his  term 
of  service  he  was  one  of  the  Joint  Committee  appointed  to 
frame  a bill  for  the  establishment  of  Public  Schools  on  a 
plan  offered  by  Samuel  Breck,  of  Philadelphia,  which 
passed  the  Lower  House  with  but  one  dissenting  vote. 
Near  the  close  of  the  Session  of  1833-4,  he  presented  a 
memorial  from  the  Chester  county  Academy  of  Science, 
asking  legislation  for  a geological  survey  of  the  State.  On 
his  recommendation  a bill  was  passed  by  both  houses  mak- 
ing an  appropriation  for  this  purpose,  and  authorizing  the 
survey  to  be  made.  Professor  Rogers  was  placed  in  charge 
of  this  undertaking  so  important  to  the  industrial  resources 
of  the  State;  and  his  Report,  in  three  large  volumes,  re- 
mains as  a monument  of  judicious  legislation.  On  the 
expiration  of  his  first  term  of  office  he  was  offered  a renomi- 
nation, but  declined  it,  preferring  to  give  his  energies  to 
his  professional  duties.  Though  previously  a Democrat  in 
principle,  he  was  an  ardent  advocate  of  the  Union  cause  in 
the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  and  attached  himself  at  its  outset 
to  the  Republican  party.  In  1863,  he  was  elected  by  this 
party,  to  represent  the  district  composed  of  Chester  and 
Delaware  counties  in  the  State  Senate;  and  again,  in  1866, 
was  re-elected  to  the  same  office,  the  district  then  including 
Montgomery  county.  During  his  senatorial  career  he  was 
Chairman  of  the  Committees  on  Education  and  on  the 
Library,  and  a member  of  the  Finance  Committee.  In  the 
caucus  of  the  Republican  party,  in  1869,  he  was  the  unani- 
mous choice  of  his  colleagues  for  Speaker  of  the  Senate; 
he  was  elected,  and  discharged  the  duties  of  that  responsi- 
ble position  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  both  parties.  While 
in  the  Senate  at  this  time'  he  reported  and  had  passed  the 
bill  creating  the  Soldiers’  Orphan  Schools,  and  also  the  bill 
creating  the  Board  of  Public  Charities,  both  of  them  most 
useful  and  beneficent  enactments.  In  1S69,  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  General  Grant,  Appraiser  of  the  Port  of  Phila- 
delphia, which  post  he  resigned  in  the  fall  of  the  same 
year  to  accept  a commission  as  General  Agent  and  Secre- 
tary of  the  Board  of  Public  Charities.  In  the  discharge 
of  the  duties  of  this  office  he  has  visited  every  prison,  poor 
house,  insane  asylum,  house  of  refuge,  eleemosynary  insti- 
tution, and  local  charity  in  the  State,  and  has  prepared  and 
submitted  to  the  Board  voluminous  and  valuable  reports, 
which  have  been  published  from  time  to  time.  These  pur- 
suits have  naturally  obliged  him  to  cease  the  practice  of  his 
profession,  in  which  he  had  achieved  unusual  distinction, 
as  was  evidenced  by  his  election  to  the  Presidency  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Slate  Medical  Society,  and  to  the  Viee-Presi- 
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dency  of  the  Alumni  Association  of  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  He  has  also  been 
President  of  the  Chester  county  Medical  Society,  and  a 
contributor  to  the  periodical  literature  of  the  profession. 
From  his  youth  he  has  been  an  earnest  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and,  since  1 S34,  an  elder.  On  several 
occasions  the  Presbytery  has  elected  him  Commissioner  to 
represent  it  in  the  General  Assembly.  He  was  married, 
September  2Sth,  1S26,  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William 
Hemphill,  a lawyer  of  West  Chester. 
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t^M/^OLWELL,  STEPHEN,  Lawyer  and  Author,  was 
born  in  Brooke  county,  West  Virginia,  March 
25th,  1S00.  1 1 is  classical  education  was  ob- 

tained at  Jefferson  College,  Canonsburg,  Wash- 
ington county,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  graduated 
in  1S19.  Choosing  law  as  his  profession,  he 
studied  under  the  direction  of  Judge  Halleck,  in  Steuben- 
ville, Ohio,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1821,  practised 
seven  years  in  St.  Clairsville,  Ohio;  in  182S,  removed  to 
Pittsburg,  where  he  resided  as  a lawyer,  until  1836.  The 
practice  of  law  was  not,  however,  the  sphere  in  which  he 
won  his  chief  honors,  though  its  study  doubtless  formed 
an  admirable  preparation  for  the  investigations  in  social 
science,  to  which  his  later  life  was  chiefly  devoted.  In  his 
thirty-sixth  year  he  abandoned  law,  and  became  a manu- 
facturer of  iron,  first  at  Weymouth,  Atlantic  county,  New 
Jersey,  and  afterwards  at  Conshohocken,  on  the  Schuylkill. 
Thenceforward  throughout  a quarter  of  a century  of  vicis- 
situdes, resulting  from  the  inconstant  and  often  unfriendly 
governmental  policy  toward  iron  manufacture,  he  had 
ample  opportunity  for  studying  the  interests  of  productive 
industry.  Before  entering  upon  this  pursuit  he  had  visited 
Europe,  and  there  had  studied  the  art  and  management 
of  its  advanced  and  varied  industries.  In  addition  to  con- 
ducting the  affairs  of  his  own  business,  he  was  much  occu- 
pied during  many  years,  in  the  settlement  of  the  large  es- 
tate of  his  father-in-law,  the  late  Samuel  Richards,  and 
the  administration  of  those  of  several  other  members  of  his 
family.  lie  also  took  a prominent  position  in  various 
public  associations,  industrial,  mercantile,  benevolent,  and 
educational.  lie  was  a working  member  of  the  American 
Iron  and  Steel  Association  from  its  origin  to  the  close  of 
his  life;  of  the  African  Colonization  Society  for  more  than 
twenty  years;  of  the  management  of  the  House  of  Refuge 
for  several  years;  a Director  of  the  Camden  & Atlantic 
Railroad  for  nearly  twenty  years  ; a Director  of  the  Read- 
ing and  Pennsylvania  Central  Railroads;  a Trustee  of  the 
University  ot  Pennsylvania  and  the  Princeton  Theological 
Seminary  for  years,  also  of  the  Presbyterian  General  As- 
sembly, and  a member  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  During  the  war  he  contributed 
liberally  to  the  Sanitary  and  Christian  Commissions;  after- 


ward both  in  money  and  service  to  the  Frcedmen’s  Aid 
Society.  In  service  and  sacrifice  he  was  one  of  the  earliest, 
most  constant,  persistent,  and  efficient  of  the  men  in  pri- 
vate life  who  gave  themselves  unreservedly  to  the  salvation 
of  the  Union.  He  took  an  active  part  in  the  organization 
of  the  Union  League;  presided  at  the  first  formal  meeting 
that  led  to  its  establishment;  his  name  headed  the  list 
of  signers  of  its  constitution,  and  he  was  ever  a zealous 
worker  in  any  movement  planned  by  it  for  aiding  the  Union 
cause.  These  various  duties,  public  and  private,  gave  him 
that  sound  practical  experience  which,  woven  into  the 
studies  of  his  life,  made  him  the  eminent  economist  he  be- 
came. He  was  ever  an  earnest  student.  On  commencing 
his  business  life,  if  not  even  earlier,  he  began  to  collect  a li- 
brary of  works  on  social  science,  political  economy,  finance, 
pauperism,  organized  charities,  productive  industries,  and 
associate  and  cognate  departments  of  science.  It  is  now  the 
largest  and  best  to  be  found  in  the  country,  considerably  ex- 
ceeding five  thousand  volumes,  and  is  valued  for  the  purpose 
of  insurance  at  $ 20,000 . To  this  library,  and  to  the  books, 
pamphlets,  periodical,  and  newspaper  articles  of  his  own 
production,  he  devoted  all  his  leisure,  lie  was  especially  a 
collector  of  pamphlets  on  Political  Economy,  regarding  them 
as  containing  the  best  thoughts  of  the  writers  in  the  most 
condensed  form,  and  as  more  likely  to  be  widely  and  atten- 
tively read.  Naturally,  therefore,  he  put  his  own  publica- 
tions on  social  and  economic  subjects  principally  into  pam- 
phlet form.  He  possessed  rare  judgment,  of  which  an 
admirable  illustration  is  to  be  found  in  his  Essay  Prelimi- 
nary to  List's  1'olitical  Economy.  1 1 is  literary  industry  is 
exhibited  not  only  in  the  number,  but  also  in  the  value  of 
his  publications.  In  addition  to  his  own  writings  he  pub- 
lished translations,  with  annotations  of  such  books  as  by 
their  treatment  of  important  scientific  truths  bearing  upon 
social  welfare,  seemed  to  him  to  deserve  extensive  circula- 
tion. Among  these  may  especially  be  mentioned  the  trans- 
lation of  I-is/'s  National  System  of  Political  Economy , and 
Chaster s Charity  of  the  Primitive  Churches,  lie  also  re- 
published The  Pace  for  Piches,  by  William  Arnot,  of  Glas- 
gow, with  corroborative  preface  and  notes  by  himself.  1 1 is 
published  writings  are  thirty-two  in  number,  the  most  im- 
portant being,  The  Ways  an,/  Means  of  Payment,  an 
octavo  of  644  pages,  published  in  1S59,  in  which  he  con- 
tends against  the  doctrine  that  prices  are  wholly  dependent 
on  the  supply  of  money,  and  maintains  that  “ among  the 
innumerable  influences  which  go  to  determine  the  general 
range  of  prices,  the  quantity  of  money  or  currency  is  found 
to  be  one  of  the  least  effective.”  Another  important  work 
is,  New  Themes  for  the  1'rolestant  Clergy , with  Notes  on 
the  Literature  of  Charity,  a duodecimo  of  3S4  pages, 
which  quickly  ran  through  two  editions,  and  created  a 
great  sensation  in  the  religious  world,  on  account  of  its 
boldness  and  originality,  lie  was  a deep  student  of  re- 
ligious literature,  and  a devoted  Christian.  Political 
I economy  he  cultivated  as  a theory  of  benevolence,  llis 
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labors  of  mind  and  pen,  his  endeavors,  services,  and  sub- 
sidies in  aid  of  the  establishment  and  extension  of  collegiate 
education;  his  influence,  donations,  and  legacies  were  all 
devoted  to  the  propagation  of  sound  doctrine  in  social 
duty,  and  its  enforcement  in  the  education  not  only  of 
scholars,  but  also  of  the  reading  people.  For  this  lie  gave 
his  library  to  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  coupling  it 
with  a condition  requiring  the  endowment  of  a chair  of 
social  science,  waived  for  the  present.  lie  largely  assisted 
in  the  establishment  of  the  present  professorship  of  Chris- 
tian Ethics  and  Apologetics  in  the  Theological  Seminary 
of  Princeton.  In  his  sixty-fifth  year  he  was  appointed  upon 
the  Revenue  Commission,  authorized  by  Congress,  in  June, 
1S65.  For  over  twelve  months  he  labored  so  faithfully 
and  incessantly  as  to  impair  his  health  and  to  end  in  great 
measure  his  life-long  pursuits  as  student  and  writer.  He 
submitted  special  and  most  valuable  reports  on  The  Influ- 
ence of  Duplication  of  Taxes  upon  American  Industry ; 
The  Relations  of  Toreign  Trade  to  Domestic  Industry  and 
Internal  Revenue;  Iron  and  Steel;  J Tool  and  Woollens; 
High  Trices  and  their  Relations  with  Currency  and  Taxa- 
tion ; and  Overimportation  and  Relief.  lie  died  in  Phila- 
delphia, January  15th,  1S71. 
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^cCAUI.EY,  JAMES  ANDREW,  D.  D.,  Presi- 
dent of  Dickinson  College,  Pennsylvania,  was 
born,  October  7th,  1S22,  in  Cecil  county,  Mary- 
land, of  mixed  English  and  Scotch  ancestry. 
The  proper  preparation  having  been  given  him 
in  the  schools  of  Baltimore,  he  entered  Dickinson 
College,  and  received  his  academic  degree  from  that  institu- 
tion, in  1S47.  Teaching  occupied  him  the  two  following 
years,  when,  in  1S50,  he  was  received  into  the  Baltimore 
Annual  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  was  appointed  Principal  of  the  Wesleyan  Female  In- 
stitute, located  at  Staunton,  Virginia.  For  four  years  he 
was  occupied  with  the  duties  which-  there  devolved  upon 
him,  performing  them  in  a highly  acceptable  manner  to 
those  interested  ; at  the  expiration  of  that  term  he  left  the 
institute  to  devote  himself  to  regular  pastoral  labor.  He 
was  appointed  to  the  City  Station,  Baltimore,  and  later  to 
the  Wesleyan  Chapel,  Washington.  While  in  this  latter 
city  he  was  made  presiding  Elder  of  the  Washington  Dis- 
trict, and  in  the  third  year  of  this  eldership  -was  elected  a 
Delegate  to  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Cnurch,  which  met  at  Brooklyn,  in  May,  1S72. 
By  this  body  he  was  appointed  a Delegate  to  visit,  in  1874, 
the  English  and  Irish  Wesleyan  Conference.  During  the 
year  1872,  upon  the  resignation  of  the  Rev.  R.  L.  Dathiell, 
D.  D.,  he  was  called  to  the  Presidency  of  the  College  of 
which  he  is  alumnus,  and  in  that  position  has  met  with 
deserved  success,  being  popular  with  the  students,  and  pos- 
sessed of  that  administrative  tact,  which,  while  it  holds 


them  under  control,  does  not  forf  it  their  affectionate  es- 
teem. Fertile  with  the  pen  and  iluent  in  the  pulpit,  he 
has  contributed  many  valuable  articles  to  theological  litera- 
ture, and  has  exercised  a powerful  and  excellent  influence 
in  the  various  churches  to  which  he  has  been  attached. 


LBRIGIIT,  IION.  CHARLES,  Lawyer,  Manu- 
facturer, and  Legislator,  was  born  in  Berks 
county,  Pennsylvania,  December  13th,  1830. 
He  is  a son  of  Solomon  Albright,  and  springs 
from  one  of  the  oldest  families  in  that  portion 
of  the  State.  He  attended  a school  at  Strasburg, 
Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  prepared 
for  college,  and  entered  the  Sophomore  Class  at  Dickinson, 
in  1S48.  Having  graduated  in  June,  1S51,  he  engaged  in 
the  study  of  the  law  with  Robert  L.  Johnston,  of  Ebensburg, 
Pennsylvania,  and  was  admitted  to  and  engaged  in  prac- 
tice there,  in  December,  1852.  He  early  enlisted  under 
the  Anti-Slavery  banner,  and  went  to  Kansas,  in  1854,  to 
take  an  active  part  in  the  struggle  between  the  Pro-Slavery 
and  Anti-Slavery  parties  in  that  Territory.  Having  re- 
turned to  Pennsylvania,  in  1S56,  he  settled  in  Mauch 
Chunk,  where  he  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
He  became  a leading  spirit  in  the  Republican  party,  and, 
in  1S60,  was  a delegate  to  the  National  Republican  Con- 
vention which  nominated  Lincoln.  He  took  an  active 
interest  in  the  campaign  which  followed  ; and  became  a 
member  of  the  Clay  Battalion,  in  February,  1861,  and  with 
it  not  only  guarded  the  public  buildings  at  Washington,  but 
organized  for  the  defence  of  the  President.  He  took  an 
active  part  in  raising  troops  in  response  to  the  call  of  the 
President,  and  was  obliged  by  business  engagements  to 
decline  the  proffer  of  a commission  in  the  army,. in  1S61  ; 
but,  in  August,  1S62,  he  accepted  the  commission  of  Major 
of  the  I32d  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  which  took 
an  honorable  part  in  the  battle  of  Antietam  the  following 
month,  and  received  a marked  commendation  from  General 
McClellan  in  his  official  report.  He  was  immediately 
afterward  commissioned  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  having 
assumed  command  of  his  regiment  was  made  a Colonel, 
February  2 2<1 , 1S63,  and  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
3d  Brigade,  3d  Division,  2d  Corps,  which  he  commanded 
until  after  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville.  Having  been 
mustered  out  with  his  regiment  of  nine  months  men,  he 
accepted  the  appointment  of  Commanding  Officer  of  Camp 
Muhlcnburg,  at  Reading,  where  he  organized  troops  for 
the  emergency  incident  to  Lee’s  invasion  of  Pennsylvania. 
He  was  sent  to  Philadelphia,  in  July  of  the  same  year,  to 
assist  in  enforcing  the  draft.  He  became  Colonel  of  the 
202(1  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  in  September, 
1864,  and  was  shortly  afterwards  given  the  command  of 
the  forces  guarding  the  Orange,  Alexandria,  and  Manassas 
Gap  Railroads,  and  the  defences  of  Washington  from  the 
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depredations  of  the  rebel  Mosby.  In  recognition  of  liis 
many  services  and  deeds  of  gallantry,  among  which  were 
Fredericksburg  and  Chaneellorsville,  the  latter  especially 
mentioned  in  the  report  of  General  French,  be  was  ap- 
pointed Brevet  Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  in  March, 
1S65.  After  the  surrender  of  Richmond,  he  was  assigned 
to  the  command  of  the  Lehigh  Military  District.  Having 
been  mustered  out,  in  August,  1S65,  he  resumed  his  prac- 
tice at  Mauch  Chunk.  Upon  the  organization  of  the 
Second  National  Bank,  at  Mauch  Chunk,  in  1863,  he  be- 
came its  President,  and  so  continues.  He  bad  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  mining  machinery  in  1S5S,  and  having 
continued  it  alone  until  1863,11c  then  associated  with  him 
William  II.  Stroh,  under  the  firm  name  of  Albright  & 
Stroll,  who  still  operate  the  works  well  known  as  the 
Mauch  Chunk  Iron  Works.  He  was  again  a Delegate  to 
the  National  Republican  Convention,  in  Philadelphia,  in 
1S72  ; and,  in  1S73,  was  elected  to  the  Forty-third  Congress, 
where  he  has  proved  an  energetic  and  indefatigable 
worker,  devoting  himself  assiduously  to  the  labors  devolv- 
ing upon  him.  He  is  one  of  the  three  Congressmen  at 
large  from  Pennsylvania,  and  received  the  highest  number 
of  votes  polled  for  any  Congressman  at  his  election.  He 
is  public  spirited  and  earnest  in  the  projection  of  every 
useful  enterprise.  Firm  in  his  convictions,  he  is  a gener- 
ous opponent  and  esteemed  for  his  uniform  courtesy  and 
sterling  integrity. 
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^CACIIET,  REV.  HENRY  WII.LTAM,  M.  D., 
D.  D.,  Clergyman,  was  a native  of  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  where  be  was  born  in  the  year 
1786.  At  an  early  age  he  came  to  Philadelphia, 
where  he  received  his  education,  and  having 
w selected  medicine  as  a profession,  devoted  his  at- 
tention to  that  science;  and  subsequent  to  his  graduation 
practised  for  some  years  in  New  York  city.  Believing,  how- 
ever, that  this  was  not  exactly  his  sphere,  he  studied  divinity, 
was  ordained  to  the  ministry  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  in  1S25,  became  Rector  of  St.  Peter’s  Church,  Salem, 
Massachusetts,  and  afterwards,  of  a parish  in  Norfolk,  Vir- 
ginia. In  1 S 3 4 , after  the  death  of  Rev.  Dr.  Montgomery, 
he  was  invited  to  minister  to  the  congregation  of  St. 
Stephen’s,  Philadelphia,  which  he  accepted,  and  there  con- 
tinued for  the  remainder  of  his  life,  a period  of  nearly  a 
third  of  a century  ; fulfilling  the  duties  entirely,  until  during 
the  1 ast  three  years  of  his  settlement,  when  he  was  pro- 
vided with  an  asxisiant.  For  many  years  he  was  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Diocesan  Convention  of  the  State,  and  several 
times  represented  the  diocese  in  the  General  Convention 
of  the  Church.  He  was  also  for  several  years  Rector  of 
the  “ Burd  Orphan  Asylum,”  an  institution  which  owes  its 
origin  to  his  suggestions,  and  his  subsequent  untiring  exer- 
tions. He  was  prominently  identified  with  the  Masonic 
order,  and  Idled  the  office  of  Grand  Chaplain,  in  both  the 
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Grand  Lodge  and  Grand  Chapter  of  the  Commonwealth, 
lie  was  a man  of  high  scholarly  attainments,  of  a genial 
temperament,  ready  conversational  powers,  and  was  greatly 
beloved  and  respected  Ivy  a very  wide  circle  of  friends. 
A few  weeks  previous  to  his  death,  his  only  child,  a Sur- 
geon in  the  United  States  Army,  died  in  Washington, 
which  event,  doubtless,  hastened  the  father’s  decease.  He 
had  retired  to  his  study  for  the  purpose  of  writing,  as  was 
his  habit  in  tbe  evening,  and  was  found  therein  early  the 
next  morning,  lifeless  on  tbe  floor.  He  died  December 
14th,  1865.  He  was  married,  about  1819,  to  Ann,  daughter 
of  tbe  late  John  B.  Satterthwaile,  of  New  York  city. 
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^^ODD,  GENERAL  LEMUEL,  Lawyer  and  Soldier, 
was  born  in  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  July  29th, 
1817,  his  parents,  Isaac  and  Elizabeth  Todd,  being 
residents  of  the  same  town.  After  receiving  his 
academic  degree  from  Dickinson  College,  Carlisle, 
he  entered  the  office  of  General  Samuel  Alexan- 
der, of  that  town,  to  read  law.  Admitted  to  the  bar, 
August,  1S41,  he  formed  a partnership  with  his  preceptor, 
and  practised  with  him  as  long  as  he  lived.  After  hi; 
death,  he  ^continued  to  conduct  the  business  alone,  until 
1S54,  when  be  was  elected  a member  of  the  Thirty-fourth 
Congress.  Educated  a Democrat,  he  acted  with  that  party 
until  that  year,  when  he  separated  from  it  on  the  Nebraska 
issues,  and  lias  subsequently  voted  uniformly  with  the 
Union  and  Republican  party.  On  his  return  from  the 
National  Legislature,  he  resumed  his  professional  practice, 
in  which  he  had  always  distinguished  himself  by  careful 
research  and  acute  analytical  powers.  The  needs  of  his 
country,  however,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  led 
him  to  forego  all  the  advantages  of  civil  life;  and  heat 
once,  early  in  1861,  raised  a company  of  soldiers  and  went 
into  the  army  as  Major  of  the  1st  Regiment  Pennsylvania 
Volunteer  Reserve  Corps.  With  this  command  he  served 
throughout  the  seven  days’  battle  on  the  Peninsula  before 
Richmond,  and  continuously  until  after  the  second  battle 
of  Bull  Run.  At  this  time,  much  against  his  inclination, 
continued  ill  health  compelled  him  to  resign  his  command 
and  seek  restoration  of  his  impaired  constitution  at  the 
North.  As  soon  as  he  was  sufficiently  recovered,  he  again 
took  part  in  the  national  struggle,  in  organizing  the  nine 
months  drafted  men  of  the  Eastern  Military  District  of 


Pennsylvania,  serving  as  Inspector-General  of  the  State  on 
the  staff  of  Governor  Curtin,  and  acting  as  Commissioner 
to  determine  the  quota  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  successive 
drafts  ordered  by  the  General  Government.  At  the  close 
of  the  war  he  again  returned  to  his  practice,  which  he 
prosecuted  with  unabated  vigor  and  success,  until  1873, 
when  lie  was  elected  Congressman  at  large  from  the  Slate 
of  Pennsylvania,  which  office  he  is  now  holding.  His 
oratory  is  rapid,  pungent,  and  popular,  and  as  an  extern- 
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poraneous  “stump”  speaker,  he  has  few  superiors  in  the 
Stale.  The  only  office  he  holds  in  any  corporation  is  that 
of  the  Presidency  of  the  Carlisle  Gas  and  Water  Works, 
which  he  has  occupied  for  many  years,  lie  was  married, 
in  1S49,  t0  Sarah  A.  Wilson,  and  has  two  sons. 


ONTGOMERY,  JOHN  B.,  Rear  Admiral  United 
States  Navy,  was  born,  November  17th,  1 7 94,  in 
Monmouth  county,  New  Jersey.  He  was  ap- 
pointed Midshipman  from  that  State,  June  4th, 
1812,  shortly  previous  to  the  declaration  of  war 
against  Great  Britain.  The  next  year  but  one 
he  was  present  in  that  capacity  on  board  the  flag  ship 
“ Niagara”  with  Commodore  Perry,  at  the  victory  of  Lake 
Erie,  September,  1S14.  His  commission  as  Lieutenant  is 
dated  April  IT,  1818,  and  that  of  Commander,  December 
19th,  1839.  In  these  years  he  saw  a large  share  of  sea 
service,  and  was  present  with  Commodore  Decatur  against 
Algiers,  which  so  triumphantly  vindicated  the  power  of 
our  Hag  against  the  Corsairs  of  the  Mediterranean.  The 
Naval  Rendezvous  at  Boston  was  placed  under  his  charge 
in  1840,  and  in  the  years  1845-48,  he  was  Commander 
of  the  Sloop-of-War  “Portsmouth”  in  the  Pacific  squadron. 
While  with  this  latter  command,  the  War  with  Mexico 
was  declared,  and  he  had  the  distinction  of  being  the  first 
officer  who  planted  the  American  flag  on  the  California  coast. 
The  “ Portsmouth  ” was  in  the  Bay  of  San  Francisco, 
when  he  received  orders  to  take  possession  of  the  country. 
Within  twenty-four  hours  he  had  the  Stars  and  Stripes  Hy- 
ing at  San  Francisco,  Bodiga,  Sonora,  Sutter's  Fort,  on  the 
Sacramento  and  at  San  Josq.  In  honor  of  this  exploit  the 
principal  business  street  of  San  Francisco  bears  the  name 
“ Montgomery  Street.”  Another  incident  occurring  at  this 
time  testified  to  his  firmness  and  skill.  While  maintaining 
the  blockade  of  the  coast,  a question  of  jurisdiction  arose 
with  some  officers  of  the  British  Navy,  which,  for  a time, 
threatened  to  become  serious.  So  skilfully,  however,  did 
he  reconcile  the  controversy,  that  he  not  only  received  the 
warm  approbation  of  his  own  government,  hut  was  the 
recipient  of  a letter  of  thanks  from  Lord  Palmerston,  with 
the  autograph  of  the  Queen,  for  having  conclusively  settled  a 
difficult  point  in  international  law.  When,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  civil  war,  there  was  much  disaffection  in  the 
navy,  he  did  not  hesitate  a moment  to  declare  in  favor  of  the 
government,  and  called  together  the  officers  and  men  of  the 
whole  Pacific  squadron,  then  under  his  command,  and 
secured  from  them  a unanimous  adherence  to  the  same 
righteous  cause.  In  the  following  year,  1862,  he  was  in 
command  of  the  Boston  Navy  Yard,  and  of  that  at  Wash- 
ing, 1S64-5.  He  was  commissioned  Commodore  July 
1 6th , 1862,  and  Rear  Admiral  July  25th,  1866.  The  two 
following  years  he  commanded  the  Naval  Station  at  Sack- 
ell’s  Harbor,  New  York,  after  which,  being  well  advanced 


in  years,  he  was  released  from  active  service  and  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  life  in  the  society  of  his  children  and 
friends  at  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  died  March 
25th,  1873,  i"  the  house  of  his  son-in-law,  Dr.  Mahon. 


) ISTER,  WILLIAM,  Treasurer  of  the  North 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company,  was  born  in 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  February  41  h , 1804. 
He  is  the  son  of  John  Wister,  a prominent  thy 
goods  merchant  and  importer,  whose  place  of 
business  was  on  Market  street,  east  of  Fourth ; 
the  latter  was  the  grandson  of  John  Wister,  who  came  to 
Philadelphia  from  Heidelberg,  early  in  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury, and  bought  land  and  entered  into  business  and  carried 
it  on  successfully  in  the  same  place;  and  on  his  mother’s 
side,  William  was  the  great-grandson  of  Owen  Jones,  the 
first  Treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
His  mother  was  a native  of  New  Jersey,  and  a grand- 
daughter of  Jeremiah  Langhorne,  an  estimable  and  public- 
spirited  citizen  of  Bucks  county,  Pennsylvania,  a man  of 
immense  wealth,  and  the  owner  of  Langhorne  Park. 
William  Wister  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Ger- 
mantown ; and  when  he  had  arrived  at  man’s  estate  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  Woollen  Goods,  near  German- 
town, in  connection  with  his  brother-in-law,  Thomas  R. 
Fisher,  the  firm  being  known  as  Wister  & Fisher,  lie 
continued  in  this  business  for  several  years,  when  he  dis- 


posed of  his  interest  in  the  establishment,  and  subsequently 
purchased  a Calico  Print  Works,  near  Germantown,  and 
remained  for  a number  of  years  its  proprietor;  when,  find- 
ing that  a longer  connection  with  his  manufacturing  goods 
would  not  be  congenial  to  his  tastes,  he  disposed  of  his 
mills.  In  1853,  he  was  elected  Treasurer  of  the  North 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company,  and  this  position  he  has 
ever  since  retained.  He  is  also  largely  interested  in  Iron 
manufactures,  being  a stockholder  in  several  companies, 
and  President  of  the  Duncannon  Iron  Company.  He  is  a 
Director  of  the  Hand  in  Hand  Insurance  Company,  and 
also  the  Philadelphia  Savings  Fund  Society.  Although  he 
has  been  frequently  urged  by  his  fellow-citizens  to  accept 
of  some  public  office  at  their  hands,  and  especially  solicited 
to  be  nominated  for  Congress,  he  has — with  the  exception 
of  a few  minor  offices  of  no  pecuniary  profit — steadily  re- 
fused to  allow  his  name  to  be  used  in  this  connection,  pre- 
ferring to  remain  in  private  life.  Although  his  years  pre- 
vented him  from  serving  in  the  field  during  the  War  of  the 
Rebellion,  yet  he  contributed  freely  of  his  means  in  the 
support  of  the  National  Government,  and  his  donations  to 
the  Sanitary  and  Christian  Commissions,  for  the  relief  of 
the  sick,  wounded,  and  suffering  soldiers,  were  liberal  and 
well  timed.  But  in  one  respect,  especially,  he  contributed 
to  the  welfare  of  the  Union  cause,  for  all  his  sons,  six  in 
number,  were  in  the  field  at  one  and  the  same  time.  His 
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eldest  son,  William  Rotch,  when  mustered  out  of  the 
service,  had  attained  the  rank  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  ; 
Langhorne  came  home  with  the  title  of  General  prefixed  to 
his  name;  Francis  was  a Captain  in  the  Regular  Army,  and 
a Colonel  in  one  of  the  Union  League  regiments  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  served  during  the  war,  but  has  since  resigned 
his  commission  ; Jones  and  Rodman  were  likewise  in  the 
field  ; and  John  was  connected  with  General  Couch’s  staff 
at  Harrisburg,  looking  after  the  movements  of  the  rebel 
General  Longstreet,  in  Cumberland  valley  and  vicinity, 
and  reporting  them  to  headquarters.  If  his  age  prevented 
his  own  presence  in  the  field,  he  was  ably  represented  by 
his  sons;  and  he  must  feel  proud  of  the  thought  that,  at 
the  time  the  nation's  very  existence  was  imperilled,  all  his 
sons  risked  their  lives  to  succor  and  aid  it  : if  not  a 
warrior  himself,  he  was  the  father  of  warriors.  He  was 
married,  in  1S26,  to  Sarah  Logan,  a daughter  of  William 
I..  Fisher,  a prominent  and  successful  woollen  manufac- 
turer of  Germantown,  and  the  founder  of  the  Dttncannon 
Iron  Company,  who  was  also  a grandson  of  James  Logan, 
the  founder  of  the  Loganian  Library,  and  William  Penn’s 
confidential  secretary  and  most  intimate  friend,  and  a man 
of  great  learning  and  note  in  the  early  days  of  the  Province 
of  Pennsylvania. 


ARKER,  WILLIAM,  Oil  Operator,  was  born  at 
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Parker’s  Landing,  Venango  county,  Pennsylva- 
nia, May  23d,  1823.  Ilis  parents  were  John  W. 
Parker  and  Margaret  (Perry)  Parker,  a native  of 
the  county,  lie  attended  the  log  school-houses 
of  his  birth-place  and  the  surrounding  country, 
working  on  the  farm  during  the  vacations  and  whenever 
his  services  were  required.  In  1S48,  he  engaged  in  the 
lumbering  trade,  interesting  himself  also  in  enterprises  con- 
nected therewith.  He  was  thus  successfully  occupied  until 
1S60.  Leaving  Parker’s  Landing  in  the  spring  of  that 
year,  he  moved  to  Oil  City;  when  he  arrived  there,  three 
houses  and  one  small  hotel  constituted  the  sum  total  of  its 
buildings  and  structures.  Judging,  however,  that  the  region 
would  ultimately  develop  into  a well-populated  and  pros- 
perous town,  and  become  the  centre  of  a thriving  commerce, 
he  interested  himself  in  land  and  oil  enterprises  and  opera- 
tions, and,  in  the  latter,  became  producer  as  well  as  dealer. 
Success  crowning  his  able  efforts,  he  associated  with  him  in 
partnership  W.  Thompson,  and  thereafter  prosecuted  busi- 
ness under  the  firm-name  of  Parker  & Thompson.  This 
connection,  inaugurated  in  1861,  has  continued  to  the 
present  lime,  and  as  an  oil-producing  and  oil-operating 
establishment,  the  concern  is  one  of  the  largest  in  the  oil 
regions,  and  possesses  a wide-spread  reputation  for  stability, 
reliability  and  solid  prosperity.  Through  the  financial 
panics  and  crises  which  have  agitated  the  country  since 
1 86 1,  the  partners  passed  untouched,  having,  by  the  exer- 


cise of  prompt  precautionary  measures  suggested  by  a con- 
sciousness of  approaching  danger,  been  able  to  meet  all 
demands,  and  sustain  their  credit  and  honor.  William 
Parker  is  a Director  in  the  Oil  City  Savings  Bank,  and  was 
one  of  its  first  organizers  in  1S63.  While  always  declining 
to  enter  the  lists  as  a candidate  for  political  honor  or  office, 
and  unwilling  to  involve  himself  in  the  warfare  of  public 
partisanship,  he  inclines  in  opinion  to  Republican  princi- 
ples, and  supports  that  party  in  its  measures  and  move- 
ments. He  was  married  July  4th,  1S50,  to  Bell  M.  Pollock, 
a former  resident  of  Jefferson  county,  Ohio. 


OWE,  JOHN,  Farmer  and  Surveyor-General,  was 
born  October  4th,  1814,  in  Greencastle,  Franklin 
county,  Pennsylvania,  his  father  having  been  a 
native  of  Ireland,  a Protestant,  from  the  county 
of  West  Meath,  and  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  Franklin  county.  No  sooner  had  he  com- 
pleted his  education  than,  although  not  yet  to  his  legal 
majority,  he  commenced  to  take  an  active  part  in  local 
politics.  The  Democrats  sent  him  as  a delegate  to  their 
county  convention  before  he  was  of  age,  and  this  body  in 
turn  selected  him  as  a delegate  to  the  State  convention 
with  instructions  to  nominate  Martin  Van  Buren  for  the 
Presidency.  In  1840,  when  twenty-five  years  of  age,  he 
was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  at  the  first  election  for  that 
office  under  the  new  Constitution.  Four  years  later,  he 
was  Democratic  nominee  for  the  General  Assembly,  and, 
though  unsuccessful  at  that  time,  was  the  representative  of 
his  party  in  the  State  Legislature  in  1851,  and  again  in 
1852.  In  the  exciting  year  of  1856,  when  the  Presidential 
campaign  which  elected  James  Buchanan  was  in  process 
of  organization,  he  was  nominated  as  Surveyor  General,  the 
second  place  upon  the  Slate  ticket,  as  his  party  believed 
his  popularity  would  carry  great  weight  throughout  the 
State.  Ilis  election  followed,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his 
term,  in  1S59,  lie  was  unanimously  chosen  for  re-election, 
although  it  was  well  known  that  he  was  a warm  adherent 
of  Stephen  A.  Douglass.  That  year,  however,  the  Demo- 
cratic party  failed  to  carry  the  State.  At  the  outbreak  of 
the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  he  took  firm  ground  with  the 
Government,  and,  in  the  fall  of  1861,  he  was  elected  on 
the  Republican  ticket  to  the  State  Legislature,  and  was 
chosen  Speaker  of  the  House.  Since  then  he  has  acted 
constantly  with  this  party,  and  has  taken  a prominent  posi- 
tion in  its  more  recent  contests.  In  the  fall  of  1S72,  he 
was  presented  to  the  Republican  Convention  of  Franklin 
county  for  Congress,  and  his  nomination  was  strongly 
urged  by  many  of  the  delegates,  but  failed  to  be  carried. 
In  his  business,  as  well  as  his  political  relations,  he  has 
always  been  characterized  by  integrity  of  purpose,  candor, 
and  decision. 
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ARKE,  GENERAL  JOHN  G.,  United  States 
Army,  was  born  in  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania, 
September  22cl,  1827.  He  sprang  from  an  old 
Chester  county  family,  descended  from  the  Scotch- 
Irish  Presbyterians.  He  prepared  for  college 
with  Samuel  Crawford,  of  Philadelphia,  and 
matriculated  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  in  1843, 
where  he  continued  until  he  entered  the  United  States 
Military  Academy,  July  1st,  1845.  He  graduated  July  1st, 
1849,  when  he  was  promoted  to  Brevet  Second  Lieutenant 
Topographical  Engineers,  and  assigned  to  duty  as  Assistant 
Topographical  Engineer  in  determining  the  initial  point 
of  the  boundary  between  Iowa  and  Minnesota.  He  was 
transferred  to  the  Department  of  New  Mexico  in  1850,  and, 
in  1851,  became  engaged  in  the  survey  of  the  Little  Colo- 
rado river,  etc.  lie  was  chosen  Secretary  of  the  Board 
for  the  Improvement  of  Lakes,  Harbors,  and  Western 
Rivers,  in  1S52,  and,  in  1853,  received  the  appointment  of 
Assistant  Topographical  Engineer  in  the  survey  for  the 
Pacific  Railroad  in  California,  and  also  had  charge  of  the 
survey  for  the  Pacific  Railroad  on  the  32d  parallel,  as 
well  as  a second  survey  in  Southern  California  and  on  the 
32d  parallel  from  the  Pacific  coast  to  the  Rio  Grande, 
1854-56.  He  was  commissioned  Second  Lieutenant  Topo- 
graphical Engineers  April  18th,  1854,  and  continued  his 
survey  duty  until  his  appointment  as  Engineer  Secretary  of 
the  Light-House  Board,  April  24th,  1856.  Having  been 
commissioned  First  Lieutenant,  July  i->t,  1S56,  he  con- 
tinued the  last-named  duty  until  March  2d,  1S57,  when  he 
became  Chief  Astronomer  and  Surveyor  of  the  Northwest 
boundary  between  the  United  States  and  the  British  Pro- 
vinces, being  determined  by  a joint  commission  from  the 
two  countries  under  the  provisions  of  the  Treaty  of  1846. 
Upon  the  completion  of  the  field  work  of  this  expedition, 
in  the  summer  of  1S61,  he  repaired  to  Washington  to  pre- 
pare the  necessary  maps  and  reports.  Having  declined  a 
Captaincy  in  the  13th  United  States  Infantry,  May  14th, 
1S61,  he  received  a Captain’s  commission  in  the  Corps  of 
Topographical  Engineers,  September  9U1,  1S61.  lie  was 
appointed  Brigadier  General  of  Volunteers,  November  23d, 
1861,  and  ordered  to  report  for  duty  to  Brigadier  General 
Stone,  commanding  at  Poolsville,  Maryland.  But  before 
he  could  comply,  he  was  detailed  as  a member  of  a Gene- 
ral Court  Martial  sitting  in  Washington.  He  was  relieved 
in  December)  1861,  and  ordered  to.  report  to  Brigadier 
General  Ambrose  E.  Burnside,  at  Annapolis,  by  whom  he 
was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  3d  Brigade  of  the 
Coast  Division.  The  expedition  sailed  for  North  Carolina 
in  January,  1862,  and  having  taken  Roanoke  Island,  Feb- 
ruary 8th,  proceeded  to  Newbern  in  March.  Having 
landed  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Neuse,  the  command  drove 
the  enemy  from  his  entrenchments,  March  14th,  and  en- 
tered Newbern.  To  his  brigade  was  assigned  the  difficult 
task  of  the  reduction  of  Fort  Macon;  and,  after  some 
delay,  a lodgement  was  effected  on  Bogue  Bank,  whence 


the  invested  fort  was  bombarded  for  eight  hours,  on  April 
25th,  when  the  enemy  surrendered.  In  recognition  of  his 
gallant  and  meritorious  conduct  in  this  action,  lie  was 
made  a Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  United  Slates  Army,  to 
date  from  April  26th,  1862,  the  day  upon  which  the  terms 
of  surrender  were  arranged.  He  then  commanded  a divi- 
sion under  General  Burnside,  in  North  Carolina,  until 
July,  1862,  when  lie  was  ordered  with  his  command  to 
Newport  News,  Virginia.  Having  been  commissioned 
Major  General  of  Volunteers,  July  iSth,  1862,  he  was  sent 
with  his  command  to  Fredericksburgh,  Virginia,  via  Aquia 
creek,  where  he  was  soon  afterward  relieved  of  his  com- 
mand arid  assigned  to  duty  as  Chief  of  Staff  to  General 
Burnside.  After  the  evacuation  of  Fredericksburgh  and 
Aquia  creek,  during  the  campaign  of  General  Pope  in 
Virginia,  General  Burnside  took  command  of  the  1st  and 
9th  Corps  for  the  Maryland  campaign.  General  Parke 
participated  in  the  battles  of  South  Mountain  and  Antietam, 
as  well  as  in  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy  to  Warrenton,  Vir- 
ginia, in  October  and  November,  1862.  General  Burnside 
look  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  November  7 th , 
1862,  and  General  Parke  was  continued  as  his  Chief  of 
Staff  until  January  25th,  1863,  when  General  Burnside  was 
relieved  by  General  Hooker.  General  Parke  was  actively 
engaged  in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburgh,  and  after  General 
Burnside  had  been  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  De- 
partment of  the  Ohio,  he  was  sent  to  Fortress  Monroe  to 
conduct  the  two  divisions  of  the  9th  Army  Corps,  lying  at 
Newport  News,  to  Kentucky.  Upon  the  completion  of 
that  duty,  he  was  again  retained  at  the  department  head- 
quarters as  Chief  of  Staff.  General  Burnside  having  been 
ordered  to  reinforce  General  Grant,  at  Vicksburg,  early  in 
June,  1S63,  the  9th  Army  Corps  was  detailed  for  the  mis- 
sion, and  General  Parke  having  been  placed  in  command, 
assisted  in  the  reduction  of  the  besieged  city.  When  Vicks- 
burg surrendered,  July  4th,  1863,  he  was  ordered  to  report 
with  his  command  to  General  Sherman,  by  whom  he  was 
placed  in  command  of  the  left  wing  of  the  army  pursuing 
General  Johnston  to  Jackson.  After  a vigorous  investment 
of  eight  days,  the  enemy  evacuated,  July  1 6th , 1863,  and 
General  Parke  again  received  a recognition  of  his  gallant 
and  meritorious  services,  in  the  capture  of  Jackson,  by  a 
commission  as  Brevet  Colonel  United  States  Army,  to  date 
from  July  12th,  1S63.  lie  returned  with  his  command  to 
Haines’  Bluff,  on  the  Yazoo  river,  to  await  transports  to  re- 
convey his  corps  to  Kentucky.  Having  embarked  them 
early  in  August,  he  proceeded  to  Camp  Nelson,  where  he 
found  less  than  one-half  the  effective  strength  he  had  taken 
to  Mississippi.  After  a short  recuperation,  he  proceeded  to 
Knoxville,  participating  in  the  action  at  Blue  Spring, 
October  10th  and  nth,  1863.  Reaching  Knoxville,  he 
again  became  Chief  of  Staff,  and  so  continued  until  the 
raising  of  the  siege,  December  5th,  1863,  when  he  was 
placed  in  command  of  the  forces  in  the  field.  The  troops 
having  been  ordered  into  winter-quarters  about  January 
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-20th,  1S64,  he  returned  to  the  command  of  the  9U1  Army 
Corps,  and  during  January  and  February,  1864,  operated 
against  General  Longstreet.  lie  continued  in  command 
of  that  corps  during  its  removal  to  Virginia,  March  17th  to 
May  3d,  1S64,  and  then  resumed  his  place  as  Chief  of 
Staff  to  General  Burnside,  lie  participated  in  the  battles 
of  the  Wilderness  and  around  Spottsyl vania,  the  passage  of 
the  James  river,  and  the  march  to  Petersburg,  in  June, 
1864.  lie  was  commissioned  Major,  Corps  of  Engineers, 
June  17th,  1S64.  He  had  command  of  the  9th  Army 
Corps  at  the  siege  of  Petersburg,  from  August  13th,  1864, 
to  April  3d,  1S65,  when  the  rebel  entrenchments  before 
Petersburg  were  captured,  and  then  joined  in  the  pursuit 
of  Lee,  until  his  surrender,  April  9th,  1865,  remaining  in 
command  until  the  corps  was  disbanded.  lie  had  partici- 
pated in  the  engagements  at  Preble’s  Farm,  October  2d, 
1S64,  Hatcher’s  Run,  October  27th,  1S64,  and  the  gallant 
repulse  of  the  assault  on  Fort  Steadman,  March  25th,  1865. 
For  his  gallantry  at  Knoxville  he  was  made  a Brevet 
Brigadier  General  United  States  Army,  while  his  heroism 
at  Fort  Steadman  won  for  him  the  appointment  of  Brevet 
Major  General  United  States  Army,  both  commissions  to 
date  from  March  13th,  1S65.  In  May,  lS65,he  was  placed 
in  command  of  the  District  of  Alexandria,  which  he  held 
until  July  2S1I1,  1865,  when  he  was  assigned  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  Southern  District  of  New  York,  in  which  he 
continued  until  mustered  out  of  the  volunteer  service,  Janu- 
ary 15th,  1866.  He  was  a member  of  the  Board  to  recom- 
mend for  Brevet  appointments  from  March  10th  to  June 
22(1,  1S06,  after  which  he  awaited  orders  until  September 
261I1  following,  lie  resumed  his  duty  as  Chief  Astronomer 
and  Surveyor  for  determining  the  Northwest  Boundary, 
September  2Sth,  tS66,  and  so  continued  until  its  comple- 
tion. Since  then  he  has  been  an  assistant  to  General 
Humphreys,  Chief  of  Engineers. 


-REYNOLDS.  WILLIAM  F.,  Merchant  and 

If " ■”  ~ “ 


j Banker,  was  born  in  MifTlinville,  Columbia 
county,  Pennsylvania,  June  9th,  1S13.  His 
father,  Thomas  Reynolds,  was  a prominent  citi- 
(r  -,^J)  zen  of  his  day  and  section  ; but  his  means  being 
.moderate,  he  was  able  to  secure  for  his  son  only 
such  ait  education  as  could  be  obtained  at  the  common 
schools  of  that  period  and  locality.  At  the  age  of  thirteen, 
he  was  placed  in  the  store  of  Stephen  Baldy,  then  a leading 
merchant  in  the  town  of  Catawissa.  Here  he  remained 
one  year,  receiving  no  other  compensation  for  his  services 
than  his  board.  While  in  this  position,  his  industry,  busi- 
ness tact,  and  quick  perceptions,  with  his  excellent  moral 
character,  attracted  the  attention  of  Matthew  McDowell, 
conducting  a large  mercantile  business  at  Berwick,  in  the 
same  county,  who  offered  him  five  dollars  per  month.  This 
oiler,  having  obtained  his  employer’s  permission,  he  ac- 


cepted, and  remained  in  that  store  two  years.  Mr.  Mc- 
Dowell then  retired  from  business,  and  proposed  to  his 
assistant,  who  was  but  sixteen  years  of  nge,  to  become  his 
successor.  He  agreed,  and,  with  a small  capital  furnished 
by  his  father  and  his  own  good  credit,  the  young  merchant 
embarked  in  business.  He  remained  in  Berwick  for  three 
years,  when,  in  1832,  he  removed  to  the  larger  and  more 
progressive  town  of  Danville.  He  continued  to  reside 
there  until  1S41,  when  he  transferred  his  business  to  Belle- 
fonte,  Centre  county,  where  he  has  ever  since  made  his 
home.  He  inaugurated  a new  era  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness of  this  place,  and  soon  became  the  acknowledged 
leader  of  his  branch  of  trade.  He  also  engaged  in  iron 
manufacturing,  in  which  he  was  for  a time  successful.  His 
surplus  capital  having  been  judiciously  invested  in  real 
estate,  the  rise  in  value  of  the  latter  enabled  him  to  retire 
from  business  with  a handsome  fortune.  Inaction  soon 
becoming  irksome  to  his  active  disposition,  after  a year  or 
two  of  leisure,  he  engaged  in  the  private  banking  business, 
his  house,  which  was  opened  in  the  spring  of  1859,  being 
known  as  that  of  W.  F.  Reynolds  & Co.  To  this  he  has 
given  his  personal  attention,  and  under  his  management  it 
has  become  one  of  the  leading  financial  institutions  of  that 
section  of  the  State.  Though  frequently  solicited  to  permit 
his  name  to  be  placed  on  the  ticket  of  his  party  as  the 
nominee  for  Congress,  he  has  steadily  declined,  preferring 
eminence  in  his  chosen  walk  of  life  to  the  cares  of  a politi- 
cal career.  He  is  popular  with  the  masses  of  the  people, 
among  whom  he  has  an  enviable  reputation  fur  uprightness, 
fair  dealing,  and  liberality. 


“ JUNK  IN,  I ION.  EBENEZER,  Lawyer  and 
Legislator,  was  born  in  Butler  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, March  28th,  1 S 1 9.  Having  been  duly 

Co  •V  p epared  at  the  preparatory  school  of  Jefferson 
'sRR  College,  he  entered  the  Freshman  class  at  Jeffer- 
C son  College,  Washington  county,  Pennsylvania, 
in  1S37,  and  graduated  in  1841.  He  then  engaged  in  the 
study  of  the  law  with  Charles  C.  Sullivan,  of  Butler, 
Pennsylvania,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  on  the  second 
Monday  of  September,  1843.  He  commenced  practice  at 
Butler,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  has  continued  until  the 
present  time.  He  was  appointed  Deputy  Attorney  General 
for  Butler  county,  in  1S49,  by  Cornelius  Darragh,  Attorney 
General  of  Pennsylvania,  and  held  the  position  during 
the  following  year.  He  was  a delegate  to  the  National 
Republican  Convention  at  Chicago,  in  1S60,  and  his  name 
appeared  on  the  Republican  electoral  ticket  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  1S64.  After  retiring  from  his  public  office,  he 
resumed  private  practice,  and  continued  it  uninterruptedly 
until  1S72.  In  that  year,  he  was  nominated  and  elected 
to  the  Forty-third  Congress  from  the  Twenty-third  District 
by  a large  majority,  lie  has  made  an  excellent  record, 
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and  has  rendered  efficient  service  as  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Expenditures  in  the  Navy  Department,  as 
well  as  a member  of  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions, 
lie  was  nominated  by  the  Republicans  of  the  Seventeenth 
Judicial  District  of  Pennsylvania,  in  1874,  as  their  candi- 
date for  Judge. 
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DGE  JACOB,  Bank  President,  was  the  son 
of  Thomas  and  Edith  Edge,  of  Downingtown, 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  born,  December 
2 1 st,  1S08.  II is  father’s  grandfather,  George 
Edge,  emigrated  from  Wales  about  the  com- 
mencement of  the  eighteenth  century.  Ilis 
mother’s  grandfather,  Caleb  Pusey,  came  from  England 
with  William  Penn,  and  is  mentioned  in  the  early  history 
of  our  Commonwealth  as  the  first  person  who  erected  a 
water-power  mill  in  Pennsylvania.  Ilis  father  being  a 
farmer,  he  worked  with  him  until  1S25,  when  he  learned 
tanning,  and,  in  1829,  commenced  that  trade  for  himself, 
continuing  in  it  until  183).  From  that  time  until  1S52,  he 
carried  on  a general  mercantile  business  with  satisfactory' 
success.  lie  then  purchased  a fine  property  in  Chester 
county,  consisting  of  a mill,  store,  and' farm,  in  the  manage- 


ment of  which  he  was  engaged  until  1862,  when  he  retired 
and  gave  place  to  his  son,  Jacob  T.  Edge.  The  following 
year  he"  was  elected  President  of  the  Downingtown  National 
Bank,  and  has  been  annually  re-elected  to  the  same 
position.  By  birthright  and  conviction  he  is  a member  of 
the  Society  of  Friends,  and  for  many  years  has  been  Elder 
and  Overseer  in  the  Meeting.  He  has  also  been  a member 
of  the  Indian  Committee,  and  has  occupied  other  official 
positions,  always  performing  the  duties  devolving  upon 
him  with  credit  to  himself  and  advantage  to  others.  He 
was  married,  in  1837,  to  Annie  Valentine,  of  Downing- 
town, Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  also  a member  of 
the  Society  of  Friends. 


jUTAN,  JAMES  SMITH,  Lawyer  and  State  Sena- 
tor, was  born  in  Carroll  county,  Ohio,  May  29th, 
1838,  and  is  a son  of  Alexander  A.  Rutan,  a 
farmer  of  long  experience,  of  abundant  means, 
and  an  influential  and  public-spirited  citizen. 
He  received  an  excellent  education,  having  at- 
tended Richmond  College,  Ohio,  and  the  Beaver  Academy, 
at  Beaver,  Pennsylvania.  After  completing  his  studies  at 
the  latter  institution,  he  taught  school  for  a year,  and  then 
began  to  prepare  himself  for  the  profession  of  the  law, 
prosecuting  his  studies  under  Colonel  Richard  P.  Roberts, 
who  afterwards  fell  on  the  battle  field  of  Gettysburg.  Being 
admitted  to  the  bar,  he  commenced  the  practice  of  law  at 
Beaver,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  remained  until  September, 
1S61,  and  then  entered  the  army  as  a Lieutenant  of  a com- 
pany of  the  101st  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and 


served  throughout  the  Peninsular  Campaign.  He  was  dis- 
charged from  the  service  in  August,  1S62,  at  Harrison’s 
Landing,  owing  to  ill  health,  and,  on  his  return  home,  was 
elected  District  Attorney  of  Beaver  county,  having  been 
nominated  to  that  office  while  still  in  the  field.  In  this 
position  he  served  altogether  six  years,  having  been  re- 
nominated and  re-elected  without  opposition.  He  con- 
tinued in  the  practice  of  his  profession  until  the  Presidential 
election  of  1868,  and  was  selected  by  the  Electoral  College 
of  Pennsylvania  as  their  Messenger,  or  Bearer  of  their 
returns  to  the  National  Capital.  In  1S69,  he  was  elected 
to  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania  from  the  Twenty-sixth  Dis- 
trict, consisting  of  the  counties  of  Beaver,  Butler,  and 
Washington,  and  was  re-elected,  in  1S72,  by  a largely 
increased  majority.  He  was  twice  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Congressional  Apportionment,  and  was  Speaker 
of  the  Senate  during  the  session  of  1872.  He  has  also 
served  as  a member  of  the  Committees  on  Federal  Rela- 
tions, Finance,  Railroads,  and  others  of  an  important 
character.  During  the  session  of  1S74,  he  did  good  service 
as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Apportionment.  lie 
has  a controlling  interest  and  is  the  principal  of  the 
Bearer  Radical,  and  is  a Director  of  the  Beaver  National 
Bank.  He  was  married,  May  2d,  1 S65 , to  a daughter  of 
Rev.  Dr.  Cox,  of  Beaver  county,  Pennsylvania. 


‘ [IESTLING,  GEORGE  EERRYHILL,  Civil  and 
Mining  Engineer,  was  born  in  Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania,  January  25th,  1S35.  Ilis  grand- 
father, a Saxon  by  birth,  w as  a surgeon  in  the 
German  navy,  and  emigrated  to  this  country 
shortly  before  the  Revolution ; while,  on  his 
mother’s  side,  his  ancestry  is  Scotch-Irish.  The  problems 
of  engineering  having  early  attracted  his  attention,  he  gave 
much  study  to  mathematics  and  mechanics,  aided  by  an 
unusually  inventive  and  perceptive  mind.  The  first  public 
works  in  which  he  was  engaged  were  the  Philadelphia  & 
Erie,  the  Sunbury  & Erie,  and  the  Lancaster,  Lebanon  & 
Pennsgrove  Railroads,  on  which  he  did  much  practical 
field  labor,  and  assisted  in  the  computation  of  most  of  the 
surveys.  Later,  he  became  an  active  member  of  the  firm 
of  McAllister  & Wiestling,  railroad  contractors,  and  under- 
took some  extensive  operations  in  this  capacity.  Among 
these  may  be  specified  the  Oxford  tunnel,  in  Warren 
county,  New  Jersey,  and  some  heavy  grades  on  the  Dela- 
ware, Lackawanna  & Western,  and  the  Chesapeake  & Ohio 
Railroads.  This  last-mentioned  contract  was  occupying 
bis  time  when  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion  put  a summary 
close  to  the  operations  in  that  quarter.  When  the  Southern 
forces  invaded  the  Cumberland  Valley,  he  had  charge, 
under  the  State  government,  of  shipping  troops  from  Har- 
risburg to  the  front.  Several  regiments  v-ere  placed 
under  his  command  as  Colonel  ; first,  the  23d  Regiment 
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Pennsylvania  Emergency  Men,  then  the  drafted  men  of  the 
Sixteenth  District,  at  Camp  McClure,  and  lastly  the  177th 
Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry,  with  which  he 
participated  in  the  engagements  at  Black  Water  and  Suf- 
folk, V irginia.  The  fatigues  of  the  campaign  so  severely 
injured  his  health  that,  in  1S63,  he  was  compelled  to 
rc-ngn  his  command  and  return  to  civil  life.  The  Mont 
Alto  Iron  Company,  in  which  he  owned  an  interest,  offered 
him  the  Superintendency  of  their  extensive  works,  which 
he  accepted  and  xiill  retains,  together  with  that  of  Engineer 
and  Superintendent  of  the  Mont  Alto  Railroad  Company. 
1 1 is  inventive  skill  has  been  most  advantageously  displayed, 
lie  lias  devised  an  improved  ore-washer,  a rinsing  and 
screw  attachment,  and  an  ore  calciner.  The  only  success- 
ful charcoal  kilns  in  Pennsylvania  are  those  under  his 
management,  and  the  blast  furnace  of  the  works  has  made 
the  longest  blast  on  record  without  “ blowing  out,”  which, 
in  the  opinion  of  mining  authorities,  is  the  highest  proof 
of  the  skill  of  a manager.  I11  politics,  his  views  are  those 
of  the  Radical  Republican  party,  but  never  so  strong  as  to 
induce  him  to  vote  for  worthless  men  merely  because  they 
are  party  candidates.  He  has  been  a frequent  delegate  to 
conventions,  but  has  declined  holding  office. 


jf  LAYTON,  IION.  POWELL,  United  States  Sena- 
tor from  Arkansas,  was  born  in  Delaware  county, 
Pennsylvania,  August  7th,  1833.  When  William 
Penn  came  from  England  to  Pennsylvania  in 
16S1,  he  was  accompanied  by  one  William  Clay- 
ton, who  settled  in  what  is  now  Delaware  county, 
Pennsylvania.  Sixth  in  descent  from  him  came  Powell’s 
father,  John  Clayton,  who  wedded  Ann,  daughter  of  Cap- 
tain George  Clark,  of  the  British  army.  After  a common 
school  education,  at  the  age  of  twenty,  he  entered  Captain 
Alden  Partridges’s  Military  Academy  at  Bristol,  Pennsylva- 
nia. He  studied  civil  engineering  with  Professor  Sudler  at 
Wilmington,  Delaware,  in  1S54,  and  after  due  preparation 
began  practice.  He  took  such  high  rank  in  this  field  of 
labor  that,  in  1859,  he  was  made  Engineer  and  Surveyor 
of  Leavenworth,  Kansas.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  as 
captain  of  a company  of  militia,  he  was,  immediately  after 
the  firing  upon  Eort  Sumter,  ordered  by  the  Governor  into 
camp  near  Leavenworth.  He  was  mustered  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  May  29th,  1S61,  as  Captain  in  xst 
Kansas  Infantry,  and  participated  with  the  command  of 
General  Lyon  in  the  battle  of  Wilson’s  Creek,  his  company 
losing  forty-nine  cut  of  seventy-four  men.  This  action 
gained  him  the  commission  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the 
5th  Kansas  Cavalry  in  February,  1S62,  and  the  next  month 
(March)  he  became  their  Colonel.  In  the  gallant  repulse 
of  the  Confederates  under  General  Holmes  in  their  attack 
upon  Helena,  the  cavalry  brigade,  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Clayton,  took  a prominent  and  honorable  part.  He 


also  participated  in  the  capture  of  Little  Rock,  Arkansas, 
by  General  Steele,  and  was  shortly  afterward  assigned  to 
the  command  of  the  military  post  at  Pine  Bluff,  Arkansas. 
The  rebel  General  Marmaduke  having  demanded  his  sur- 
render, October  25th,  1863,  he  replied  : “ If  General  Mar- 
maduke desires  Tine  Bluff,  he  is  at  liberty  to  attempt  its 
capture.”  A terrible  onslaught  was  then  made  upon  the 
town,  defended  by  but  Goo  men  and  9 pieces  of  artillery, 
the  attacking  force  being  4000  men  and  12  cannon.  With 
the  aid  of  the  freedmen  who  had  flocked  to  him  for  protec- 
tion, he  barricaded  the  streets,  and  having  stationed  his 
guns  in  such  a manner  as  to  command  every  approach, 
massed  his  men,  stationed  his  sharp-shooters  at  every  avail- 
aide  point,  and  endured  the  furious  attack  against  such  odds 
for  five  hours,  when  the  enemy  retired  in  confusion,  leaving 
his  dead  and  wounded  on  the  field.  Soon  after  this  victory 
he  moved  on  Monticello  simultaneously  with  the  advance 
of  General  Steele  upon  Camden,  and  having  met  the  rebel 
division  of  General  Dockery  at  Mount  Elba,  on  the  Saline 
River,  routed  him,  and  returned  to  Pine  Bluff  with  300 
prisoners,  300  horses,  60  wagons,  and  a paymaster’s  chest 
containing  $60,000,  as  trophies  of  his  success.  President 
Lincoln,  in  recognition  of  his  distinguished  gallantry,  ap- 
pointed him  a Brigadier-General  in  August,  1S64,  and  he 
continued  in  command  at  Pine  Bluff  until  he  was  mustered 
out,  August,  1S65.  Having  married  B.  A.  McGraw,  daugh- 
ter of  an  old  and  prominent  citizen  of  Helena,  Arkansas,  he 
settled  on  a plantation  in  Jefferson  county  near  Pine  Bluff. 
Upon  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  in  that  State, 
in  1S67,  he  made  the  first  canvass  in  its  interest  in  favor  of 
the  Constitutional  Convention.  In  February,  1S6S,  he  was 
nominated  for  Governor,  and  the  election  resulted  in  the 
adoption  of  the  new  constitution  and  the  election  of  General 
Clayton.  He  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  his  official 
duties  with  a vigor  and  a determination  rarely  manifested. 
The  presidential  campaign  having  opened  immediately  after 
the  adjournment  of  the  Legislature,  there  commenced  the 
Ku  Klux  Klan  and  Order  of  the  White  Camelia  outrages. 
The  Governor  met  the  issue  promptly  and  firmly,  and  on 
the  day  succeeding  the  election  proclaimed  martial  law  in 
the  disturbed  sections,  and  called  for  three  brigades  of 
Slate  militia.  The  troops  were  speedily  forthcoming,  and 
several  encounters  ensued.  After  a service  of  four  months, 
during  which  time  a large  number  of  “ Ku  Klux  ” were 
arrested,  convicted  and  executed,  the  militia  was  mustered 
out  at  Little  Rock.  The  course  of  the  Governor  had,  mean- 
while, been  endorsed  by  the  reassembled  Legislature,  as 
well  as  in  special  reports  to  the  General-in-chief.  Law  and 
order  thus  reinstated,  a tide  of  immigration  flowed  into  the 
State,  and  the  Republican  party  gained  such  prestige  as  to 
sweep  the  Stale  in  1S70.  Upon  the  assembling  of  (he 
Legislature  in  January,  1871,  Governor  Clayton  w as  unani- 
mously nominated  by  the  Republican  caucus  for  United 
Slates  Senator,  and  was  elected  January  10th,  receiving  all 
but  fourteen  votes.  Being  under  a pledge  to  his  friends  not 
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to  vacate  the  executive  chair  if  the  quo  warranto  pending 
against  Lieutenant-Governor  James  M.  Johnson  was  de- 
cided in  Ids  favor,  lie  continued  in  the  office  of  Governor. 
Meanwhile,  personal  enemies,  with  the  Democracy,  hoping 
to  secure  the  suspension  of  the  Governor  from  the  guber- 
natorial office,  presented  articles  of  impeachment  in  the 
Lower  I louse  and  secured  their  adoption.  The  managers 
having  obeyed  the  instructions  of  the  House,  and  presented 
the  articles  at  the  bar  of  the  Senate,  resigned.  Other  mana- 
gers, all  Democrats,  having  been  selected,  reported  to  the 
House  their  inability  to  secure  any  testimony  in  their  sup- 
port, and  moved  that  the  articles  be  dismissed  and  previous 
action  in  the  ca  e rescinded.  This  report  having  been 
adopted  by  a large  majority,  the  Governor,  w-ho  had  stead- 
fa  tly  refused  to  surrender  his  office  despite  the  threats  of 
violence,  the  same  day  resigned  his  Senatorship,  as  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  had,  a few  days  previously,  been  de- 
clared entitled  to  his  seat.  'LL  is  act  was  received  with  so 
much  enthusiasm  that  the  people  demanded  such  an  adjust- 
ment as  would  render  Governor  Clayton'Tree  to  accept  the 
Senatorship.  Finally,  March  13th,  1S71,  Hon.  R.  J.  T. 
'White,  Secretary  of  State,  and  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
both  resigned,  the  latter  being  immediately  appointed  Secre- 
tary of  State,  and  the  Senate  elected  Hon.  O.  A.  Hadley,  a 
staunch  and  earnest  Republican,  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 
The  Legislature  n.ct  the  next  day  to  elect  the  United  States 
Senator,  and  each  House  re-elected  Goyernor  Clayton  on  the 
Li r -. t ballot,  lie  immediately  resigned  his  Governorship, 
and  took  his  seat  in  the  U.  S.  Senate,  March  25th,  iSyt. 
In  the  Forty-Third  Congress  he  was  Chairman  of  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  as  well  as  a member  of  the 
Committees  on  Military  Affairs,  on  Territories,  and  the 
Select  Committee  on  the  Levees  of  the  Mississippi  river. 


ICHMOND,  HIRAM  L.,  Lawyer  and  Legislator, 
was  born  in  Westfield,  Chautauqua  county,  New 
York,  May  17th,  1810,  and  is  a son  of  Doctor 
Lawton  Richmond,  the  family  being  of  Norman 
descent.  After  receiving  a thorough  education 
in  the  acaden'y  of.  his  native  town,  he  engaged 
in  the  study  of  medicine  under  his  father,,  and  so  continued 
for  two  years.  He  subsequently  matriculated  at  Allegheny 
College,  Meadville,  Pennsylvania,  and  passed  two  years  in 
that  institution.  His  early  inclinations  having  tended  in 
the  direction  of  the  law,  he  entered  upon  the  requisite 
course  of  study  to  qualify  himself  for  that  profession  under 
the  preceptorship  of  Hon.  David  Derriekson  of  Meadville, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  liar  in  February,  1 S 3 S . In  the 
following  April  he  commenced  to  practise  as  an  Attorney  al- 
I.aw  at  Meadville,  where  he  has  ever  since  been  profession- 
ally engaged.  lie  early  manifested  a deep  interest  in  the 
political  affairs  of  the  country,  being  identified  with  the 
Whigs  until  the  organization  of  the  National  Republican 


party,  when  lie  became  and  still  continues  one  of  its  most 
active  members.  In  1S72,  he  was  elected  by  the  Republi- 
cans of  the  Twentieth  District  as  their  Representative  to 
the  Forty-third  Congress,  and  has  there  proved  himself  a 
faithful,  zealous  and  effective  member,  lie  has  served  on 
the  Committees  ca  Public  Expenditure  and  Indian  Affairs. 
1 1 is  sympathies  for  the  down-trodden  aboriginal  race  are 
well  known,  and  were  forcibly  expressed  by  him  in  a 
speech  delivered  in  the  House,  May  1st,  1S74,  on  the 
“ Indian  Appropriation  Bill,”  urging  a continuance  of 
the  “ Peace  Policy”  inaugurated  during  the  administration 
of  President  Grant  Wider  the  auspices  of  the  Society  of 
Friends,  and  opposing  the  gunpowder  system  as  advocated 
by  those  who  believed  in  the  principles  of  the  old  regime, 
lie  is  connected  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
for  twenty  years  has  been  a member  of  the  Centenary  Board 
of  the  Erie  Conference.  He  has  also  been  for  thirty  years 
a Trustee  of  Allegheny  College. 


Valley. 


HOEMAKF.R,  LAZARUS  DENISON,  Lawyer 
and  Legislator,  was  born  in  Kingston,  Luzerne 
county,  Pennsylvania,  November  5th,  1S19,  and 
is  the  youngest  son  of  Colonel  Elijah  S.  and  Eliz- 
abeth (Denison)  Shoemaker,  w ho  was  the  posses- 
sor of  a large  landed  estate  in  the  Wyoming 
1 1 is  paternal  ancestors  were  natives  of  Holland, 
who  left  their  country  first  for  England,  and  afterwards 
emigated  to  America,  locating  on  the  banks  of  the  Dela- 
ware. His  great  grandfather,  Benjamin  S.  Shoemaker, 
was  one  of  the  first  white  settlers  of  the  Wyoming  Valley 
in  1763,  but  after  the  first  massacre,  returned  to  the  Dela- 
ware, where,  subsequently  uniting  with  emigrants  from 
Connecticut,  he  finally  made  a permanent  settlement  on 
the  banks  of  the  Susquehanna  river,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  “Connecticut  and  Susquehanna  Land  Company.”  1 1 is 
son,  Lieutenant  Elijah  S.  Shoemaker,  was  killed  at  the 
second  massacre  of  Wyoming,  July  3d,  177S,  his  son,  Elijah 
S.,  Jr.,  being  only  six  weeks  old.  The  maternal  grand- 
father of. Lazarus  I).  Shoemaker  was  Colonel  Nathan  Deni- 
son, a native  of  New  England,  who  married  Elizabeth  Sill 
in  1769,  in  a log  cabin  sifbated  within  the  present  limits  of 
the  city  of  Wilkcsbarre,  being  the  first  marriage  of  whiles 
whichever  took  place  in  the  Wyoming  Valley;  and  Lazarus 
Denison,  father  of  the  late  Charles  Denison — who  served  in 
Congress  from  1S61  to  1S67 — was  the  first  wdiite  child  born 
in  that  section.  Lazarus  D.  Shoemaker  was  first  placed  in 
the  celebrated  Moravian  school,  “Nazareth  Hall,”  for  his 
preliminary  education,  whence  he  was  sent  to  the  Gambier 
Grammar  School  in  Ohio.  He  entered  the  Freshman  class 
of  Yale  College,  New  Haven,  in  1836,  and  graduated  wdlh 
honors  in  1840.  He  subsequently  engaged  in  the  study  of 
law  with  General  Sturdevant  of  Wiikesbarre,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar  in  August,  1842,  and  has  ever  since  prac- 
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tised  liis  profession  in  that  city  until  the  present  time,  except 
when  interrupted  by  official  duties.  In  1866,  he  was  nomi- 
nated by  the  Republican  parly  as  their  candidate  for  the 
State  Senate,  and  notwithstanding  the  district  was  strongly 
Democratic,  his  personal  popularity  was  so  great  as  to  over- 
come all  opposition,  and  he  was  returned  by  over  two  hun- 
dred majority.  During  his  entire  term  of  three  years,  he 
served  with  great  honor  to  the  Commonwealth  ; his  con- 
stituents and  himself  laboring  indefatigably  for  their  inte- 
rests and  the  public  weal.  lie  served  during  his  term  as 
a member  of  the  General  Judiciary  Committee,  for  the  sec- 
ond and  third  years  as  its  Chairman,  beside  being  also  con- 
nected with  other  important  committees:  Among  the  mea- 

sures he  introduced  and  advocated  was  an  “ Act  for  the 
better  and  more  impartial  selection  of  persons  to  serve  as 
jurors  in  each  of  the  counties  of  the  Commonwealth.” 
This  law  secures  from  each  county  a commissioner  for  each 
of  the  two  great  political  parties,  who,  with  the  Judge  of 
the  District,  select  all  the  jurors.  Under  this  law,  the 
character  of  jurors  has  greatly  improved,  it  being  the  aim 
of  each  Commissioner  to  bring  out  the  most  respectable  and 
judicious  members  of  his  own  party.  Another  Act  which 
he  supported  is  entitled  the  “ Registry  Law,”  for  the  pre- 
vention of  illegal  voting,  and  it  is  sustained  by  the  honest 
men  of  all  parties.  At  the  close  of  his  term  of  service,  he 
had  given  such  satisfaction  to  his  constituents  that  he  was 
deemed  worthy  of  advancement,  and  received  the  nomina- 
tion as  Representative  of  the  Twelfth  District  for  Congress, 
and  was  elected,  in  1S70,  by  a majority  of  1220  votes  over 
his  competitor;  he  was  re-elected,  in  1S72,  by  a handsome 
majority.  In  this  new  and  more  important  sphere  of  duty 
he  has  likewise  proved  an  indefatigable  worker,  not  merely 
devoting  himself  to  the  interests  of  his  constituents,  but 
also  to  the  whole  country.  lie  has  rendered  efficient  ser- 
vice as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims  and  War  of  1812;  he  is  also  a member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims.  At  home  he  is  a public-spirited  and 
enterprising  citizen,  being  quite  prominent  in  various  cor- 
porations, among  which  are  the  Wyoming  Insurance  Com- 
pany, of  which  he  is  a director;  he  is  President  of  the 
Wyoming  Valley  Manufacturing  Company,  and  also  of  the 
Second  National  Bank  of  Wilkcsbarre. 


ARRY,  EDWARD  OWEN,  Attorney  at  Law, 
was  born  in  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  on 
the  3d  of  July,  1807.  He  is  the  eldest  son 
of  Edward  Parry,  who  emigrated  to  this  country 
from  his  birth-place,  Anglesea,  North  Wales,  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  last  century.  Through  his 
mother,  a daughter  of  the  Hon.  Benaiah  Collins,  of  Massa- 
chusetts,he  claims  descent  from  those  early  Pilgrim  Fathers 
who  came  over  in  the  “ May  Flower.”  Edward  Parry, 
54 


the  elder,  was  a well-known  and  highly  respected  merchant 
of  New  England  for  a number  of  years,  but  failing  in 
business  during  the  financial  crash  of  1S17,  he  moved  to 
Baltimore.  From  Baltimore,  in  1S21,  he  moved  to  New 
York,  and  from  there,  in  1822,  to  Philadelphia.  Edward 
Owen  Parry  was  educated  at  the  best  schools  of  Ports- 
mouth, New  Hampshire,  at  St.  Mary’s  Seminary,  Baltimore, 
and  in  the  grammar  school  attached  to  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania.  1 1 is  father  desired  him  to  study  law;  but, 
wishing  to  earn  his  own  living,  he  went  to  sea  for  one  year, 
before  the  mast,  in  the  hope  and  expectation  of  receiving 
the  appointment  of  Midshipman  in  the  navy.  Failing  in 
this,  he  yielded  to  his  father’s  continued  wish,  and  studied 
law  in  the  office  of  Henry  Chester,  in  Philadelphia.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  bar,  February,  1S29,  and  moved  to 
Pottsville,  August,  1S29,  where  he  has  lived  ever  since  in 
the  practice  of  his  profession,  highly  respected  and  uni- 
versally esteemed.  In  1830,  he  was  appointed  Solicitor 
for  the  Borough,  which  position  he  has  filled,  except  for 
short  intervals,  until  within  a short  time,  when  he  declined 
a re-election.  lie  drew  up  the  borough  charter  of  1S31, 
most  of  the  ordinances  for  the  government  of  the  borough 
were  passed  at  his  instance,  and  he  has  been  identified  in  a 
marked  degree  with  all  borough  improvements.  In  July, 
1831,  he  married  a daughter  of  the  late  Judge  Witman,  of 
Reading.  Since  1833,  he  has  been  a vestryman  of  Trinity 
Church,  and,  since  1S3S,  he  has  represented  that  church  in 
the  Diocesan  Convention,  in  which  body  he  has  always 
occupied  a very  prominent  position.  He  is  now  anil  has 
been  for  years  a leading  member  of  the  Schuylkill  county 
bar.  After  the  death  of  Judge  Ilequis,  in  1862,  he  received 
the  appointment  of  President  Judge  of  this  district.  He 
has  been  mentioned  prominently  in  connection  with  the 
nomination  for  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court.  Without 
solicitation  on  his  part,  most  of  the  leading  members  of  the 
coal  trade  in  Schuylkill  county  and  in  Philadelphia,  united 
in  recommending  him  as  Judge  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the 
United  States.  Governor  Curtin,  without  Judge  Parry’s 
knowledge,  was  on  the  point  of  recommending  him  for  the 
appointment  of  Brigadier  General,  but  refrained  for  the 
reason,  as  he  expressed  it,  of  the  great  service  he  was  ren- 
dering at  home.  He  was  an  earnest  supporter  of  the  war 
policy  of  the  administration  during  the  Rebellion,  and  has 
been  a member  of  the  Republican  party  since  its  organiza- 
tion. Both  his  sons,  as  well  as  his  son-in-law,  were  in  the 
regular  army.  He  is  at  present  in  full  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession, and  has  earned  reputation  in  the  argument  of  a 
large  number  of  important  cases  before  the  Supreme  Court; 
he  also  acts  as  counsel  for  the  Schuylkill  and  Columbia 
county  portions  of  the  Girard  estate,  a position  of  im- 
portance and  dignity.  He  is  a Christian  gentleman  of 
ripe  and  extensive  legal  learning,  and  of  high  literary 
attainment.  He  came  to  (be  country  without  means  and 
friends,  and  at  once  took  a high  position,  a position  which 
he  has  always  sustained  and  increased. 


lotf  - 


’ ‘.,,r  I 


. . ' '•  Mil*  '-,J  “lL  • ■ 

‘ . • : I * • I i ' ' > i ' 1 


W:'i  ■ •!  **•’  yx'-1"-""' 

•mVw  S 1 


426 


BIOGRAPHICAL  ENCYCLOPEDIA. 


1 

w 


INDERMAN,  HENRY  RICHARD,  M.  D.,  Di- 
rector of  the  United  States  Mint,  was  born  in 
Lehman  township,  Pike  county,  Pennsylvania, 
on  December  26th,  1S25.  His  father,  Dr.  John 
J.  Lindernian,  practised  medicine  in  the  valley 
of  the  Delaware  for  nearly  half  a century,  and 
married  a sister  of  the  late  Senator  Richard  Brodhead. 
After  receiving  a thorough  academic  education,  he  engaged 
in  the  study  of  medicine  with  his  father,  and  completed  his 
course  at  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  New 
York,  and  the  New  York  Hospital.  He  commenced  the 
practice  of  his  profession  with  his  father,  in  1845,  and  in 
the  early  part  of  1851,  removed  to  Nesquehoning,  Carbon 
county,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  continued  in  practice  until 
September,  1853,  when  he  was  appointed  principal  clerk 
in  the  office  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  at  Philadelphia; 
he  continued  in  that  position  until  1865,  when  he  resigned 
to  engage  in  private  business.  He  was  appointed  Director 
of  the  Mint  by  President  Johnson,  in  1867,  and  held  that 
office  until  he  was  succeeded  by  Ex-Governor  James  Pol- 
lock, in  May,  1869.  In  July  following,  he  was  selected  by 
Hon.  George  S.  Boutwell,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to 
examine  the  Western  mints  and  adjust  some  intricate 
bullion  questions.  These  investigations  were  continued 
until  1872,  when  he  was  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  a commissioner,  with  Professor  R.  E.  Rogers, 
of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  to  examine  the  subject 
of  wastage  in  operating  on  gold  and  silver  bullion,  and  was 
also  a member  of  the  commission  for  fitting  up  the  new 
mint  at  San  Francisco.  In  1872,  he  made  an  elaborate 
report  upon  the  condition  of  the  market  for  silver,  and  pre- 
dicted the  decline  in  its  relative  value  to  gold,  which  has 
since  taken  place.  With  a view  to  obtaining  an  advan- 
tageous market  for  the  large  and  increasing  production 
of  that  metal  in  the  United  States,  he  projected  the  coinage 
of  the  Trade  Dollar,  which  was  subsequently  authorized  by- 
law, and  successfully  introduced  into  the  Oriental  markets 
with  marked  advantages  to  American  commerce.  In  the 
same  report  he  called  attention  to  the  disadvantages  arising 
from  the  compulation  and  quotation  of  exchange  with 
Great  Britain  on  the  old  and  complicated  colonial  basis, 
and  from  the  undervaluation  of  foreign  coins,  in  computing 
the  value  of  foreign  invoices  anil  in  levying  and  collecting 
duties  on  foreign  merchandise  at  the  United  States  Custom 
Houses;  he  was  the  author  of  the  Act  of  March  3d,  1873, 
which  corrected  the  defective  laws  referred  to.  In  1869 
and  1870,  he  assisted  John  Jay  Knox,  then  Deputy  Comp- 
troller of  the  Currency,  in  the  preparation  of  the  Coinage 
Act  of  1873,  which  established  the  mints  and  assay  offices 
of  the  United  States  as  a Bureau  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment at  Washington.  When  this  Act  took  effect,  April 
lit,  1S73,  wrls  appointed  Director  of  the  Mint,  organ- 
ized the  Mint  Bureau,  and  in  this  capacity  exercises  a 
general  supervision  and  management  of  all  the  mints  and 
assay  offices  in  the  United  Slates. 
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URNS,  ROBERT,  Physician,  was  horn  in  Glas- 
gow, Scotland,  November  7th,  1809.  His  father 
was  an  Irishman,  of  good  family,  and  his  mother 
a Scotch  lady;  they  were  married  in  Scotland, 
but  shortly  afterwards  removed  to  Ireland,  where 
they  continued  to  reside  until  1830,  in  which 
year  they  emigrated  to  the  United  States.  Robert  Burns 
received  his  early  education  in  Newtownards,  county  of 
Down,  Ireland,  removed  subsequently  to  Dublin,  where 
he  passed  successfully  a preliminary  examination,  and  then 
entered  the  office  of  Dr.  William  Strane,  who  at  that  time 
held  the  leading  position  among  the  physicians  and  sur- 
geons of  the  city.  In  November,  182S,  he  commenced  a 
course  of  study  in  the  University  of  Glasgow,  which  he 
continued  until  November,  1819,  and  the  following  year 
he  returned  home.  His  father,  who  had  for  some  time 
contemplated  emigrating  to  the  United  States,  had  now 
finally  determined  on  that  course,  and  in  August,  1830,  the 
family  arrived  in  Philadelphia,  after  a passage  of  seven 
weeks,  Robert  Burns  having  filled  the  position  of  Surgeon 
on  board  the  vessel  i 11  which  they  crossed  the  Atlantic. 
In  March,  1831,  he  commenced  the  business  of  Pharmacy, 
in  Frankford,  and,  in  1839,  received  his  M,  D.  degree 
from  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  He  then  entered 
upon  practice  as  a physician,  and  has  continued  the  same 
until  the  present  time  (1S74).  lfis  career  has  been  a most 
successful  one,  and  his  practice  is  one  of  the  most  extensive 
in  the  neighborhood.  He  has,  for  many  years,  held  the 
position  of  Assistant  Surgeon  to  the  United  States  Arsenal 
at  Frankford.  He  has  a family  of  seven  daughters  and 
two  sons;  one  of  whom,  Robert,  died  in  1863,  and  the 
other  is  Dr.  R.  Bruce  Burns,  a surgeon  of  great  promise. 


yAND,  THOMAS  C.,  President  of  the  Delaware 
Mutual  Safety  Insurance  Company,  was  born  in 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  January  10th,  1S11 
1 1 is  father,  Caleb  Hand,  was  a prominent  ship- 
owner of  that  city  and  the  founder  of  various 
lines  to  the  South,  among  them  Hand’s  Line 
of  Packets  to  Alexandria,  Portsmouth,  and  Norfolk,  Vir- 
ginia; since  extended  to  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  Lis 
mother  was  of  Swedish  descent,  and  was  the  daughter  of 
John  Keen,  a very  noted  builder  and  architect.  He  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  city,  and 
though  he  left  these  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  such  was  his  dili- 
gence and  assiduity  that  he  obtained  a thorough  English 
education.  At  first,  after  leaving  school,  he  entered  the 
book  business,  in  Bradford’s  establishment,  but  shortly 
afterwards  passed  into  the  employ  of  John  IS.  Grant,  auc- 
tioneer, and  here  his  steady  habits  and  sound  judgment 
soon  led  his  employer  to  place  much  confidence  in  him  ; 
and  though  but  eighteen  years  of  age,  he  had  the  entire 
charge  of  the  financial  affairs,  while  his  principal  was 


•v  •-.•  . .....i  in  •_  . I-j 


>|i:i  ,,  i ,i  •'  ' -!”1 

,!  f,"  * ' h d#8f  • ■ ' **  * 8ul 


f jjf,  ii,  , / IdlC 


rifl  ■'  ’ «* 

■ 


V,  mi 

■ i 

' 

,.r.  »■  • ii  i i*. 'til  t«  ■ 


BIOGRAPHICAL  ENCYCLOPAEDIA. 


427 


prostrated  by  disease,  which  eventually  terminated  fatally, 
lie  next  became  engaged  with  the  firm  of  Weber  & Ken- 
dall, wholesale  dry  goods  merchants;  and  from  the  very 
commencement  of  his  entrance  into  their  establishment, 
although  not  then  nineteen  years  of  age,  was  given  the  en- 
tire charge  of  their  counting  room.  Prom  the  position  of 
head  clerk  he  became  junior,  and  eventually  senior  partner 
of  the  firm.  In  1846,  the  firm  of  Miller,  Hand  & Eagle — 
owing  to  its  many  debtors  having  already  availed  them- 
selves of  the  provisions  of  the  National  Bankrupt  Act  of 
1S42 — were  compelled  to  suspend  operations.  They  im- 
mediately called  a meeting  of  all  creditors,  who  at  once 
agreed  to  accept  seventy-five  per  cent,  of  thei  claims  ; and 
this  was  paid  to  the  last  dollar.  Throughout  the  entire 
period,  when  the  firm  was  thus  occupied  in  settling  up 
their  affairs,  they  were  the  recipients  of  a large  amount  of 
sympathy  from  not  only  their  creditors,  but  from  all  the 
business  community  to  whom  they  were  known  : such  was 
the  high  standing  of  the  firm  for  integrity  and  fair  dealing. 
Owing  to  the  illness  of  the  senior  partner,  Mr.  Miller,  the 
firm  decided  to  relinquish  further  business  operations,  and 
in  October,  1849,  Thomas  C.  Hand  proceeded  to  New 
Orleans,  as  a co-agent  with  Samuel  E.  Ashton,  for  the 
Delaware  Mutual  Safety  Insurance  Company.  Having 
found  that  the  business  was  not.  sufficiently  remunerative  to 
justify  the  removal  of  himself  and  family  to  a climate  so 
notoriously  unhealthy,  he  returned  to  Philadelphia,  and,  in 
the  autumn  of  1S50,  was  elected  Vice-President  c.f  the 
company.  He  held  this  position  uninterruptedly  until  the 
decease  of  the  President,  in  1S62,  when  he  was  unani- 
mously elected  to  that  office,  which  he  has  held  until  the 
date  of  the  present  writing  (July,  1S74).  Believing,  as  he 
does,  that  his  first  duty  in  life  is  to  his  family  and  to  the 
corporation  over  which  he  presides,  lie  has  steadily  refused 
to  allow  his  name  to  be  brought  before  his  fellow  citizens 
as  a candidate  for  any  office  in  their  gift.  Although  his 
age  prevented  him  from  taking  any  active  part  in  the  late 
war  of  the  Rebellion,  yet  his  influence  and  private  means 
were  at  the  disposal  of  the  Government,  and  he  did  not 
hesitate  to  use  them.  During  the  entire  period  of  the 
four  years’  strife,  the  Board  over  which  he  presided  never 
met  without  taking  some  action  whereby  the  sinews  of  the 
Union  cause  were  strengthened,  and  the  treasury  repeatedly 
sympathized  in  donations  to  the  various  voluntary  organi- 
zations created  and  operated  during  this  period.  He  is 
one  of  the  original  members  of  the  Union  League;  a mem- 
ber of  the  Philadelphia  Board  of  Trade,  anti  President  of 
the  Board  of  Eire  Underwriters  of  Philadelphia;  also  a man- 
ager of  that  noble  charity,  The  Merchants’  I'und.  Though 
occupying  so  elevated  a position  in  the  business  commu- 
nity, he  is  one  of  the  most  retiring  of  men,  and  yet  active, 
industrious,  and  indefatigable  in  all  that  relates  to  his 
official  position.  lie  is  possessed  of  a true  sympathy  for 
those  tieserving  it,  anti  his  private  donations  are  those 
which  are  ilesci ibed  as  being  cllecled  by  tin-  light  hand, 


while  the  left  is  ignorant  of  the  gift.  1 1 is  religious  faith 
is  that  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  and  for  a time 
he  was  a vestryman  of  old  Christ  Church ; in  later  years, 
however,  he  has  been  an  active  and  leading  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Atonement.  He  was  married,  in  1S40,  to 
Maria  Elanagan,  daughter  of  a prominent  wholesale  grocer 
of  Philadelphia. 
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VANS,  HON.  HENRY  S.,  Journalist  and  Legis- 
lator, was  born  in  Doylestown,  Bucks  county, 
Pennsylvania,  April  1st,  1S13.  At  the  age  of 
fourteen,  he  was  apprenticed  to  the  lion.  Henry 
A.  Miner,  editor  and  publisher  of  the  Village 
Record , published  at  West  Chester,  Chester 
county,  Pennsylvania,  then  a small  sheet  with  a limited 
circulation.  On  completing  his  apprenticeship,  he  visited 
Germantown  and  Philadelphia,  and  worked  as  a journey- 
man in  various  printing  offices  in  those  places.  Returning 
to  West  Chester,  in  1S35,  lie  purchased  the  entire  interest 
of  the  Village  Record,  and  assumed  its  editorship.  Since 
that  time  the  paper  has  constantly  increased  in  circulation 
and  public  favor,  until  it  now  ranks  among  the  very  best 
rural  weekly  papers  of  the  State.  Necessarily  in  this 
position  he  took  an  active  interest  in  the  political  questions 
of  the  day,  throwing  his  influence  and  that  of  his  paper 
on  the  side  of  the  Whig,  and  later  the  Republican  party. 
In  1S46,  he  was  elected  a member  of  the  State  Legisla- 
lature  for  three  years,  and,  in  1S50,  was  chosen  State 
Senator,  an  office  for  which  he  had  been  a candidate  also 
in  1S45,  and  had  lost  by  only  one  vote  in  the  nominating 
convention.  Symptoms  of  failing  health  having  mani- 
fested themselves  in  1S69,  lie  spent  several  months  in 
Europe,  whence  lie  returned  with  invigorated  powers,  and 
the  following  year  was  again  elected  State  Senator  by  his 
fellow  citizens.  In  the  midst  of  his  term  of  service,  how- 
ever, in  February,  1S72,  he  was  seized  with  a violent 
attack  of  pneumonia,  which  terminated  fatally  on  the  9th 
of  that  month.  1 1 is  legislative  services  were  numerous 
and  important.  He  was  member  of  several  of  the  most 
prominent  committees  in  the  House  and  Senate,  and  was 
Chairman  of  the  House  Committee  on  Printing  and 
Education.  While  in  this  latter  position,  he  originated 
and  framed  the  Act  which  was  passed  by  both  Houses 
for  the  Regulation  of  Common  Schools  in  Pennsylvania. 
For  many  years  before  his  death  he  had  been  a member 
of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  held  posts  of  trust  in  the 
Masons  and  Odd  Fellows  Lodges  of  his  town.  Among 
the  youths  who  from  time  to  time  learned  the  printing  trade 
in  his  office  were  Bayard  Taylor,  Judge  Butler,  Judge  Pax- 
son,  and  Henry  T.  Darlington,  Editor  of  the  Bucks  county 
Intelligencer.  He  married,  in  1S42,  Jane,  daughter  of 
the  eminent  botanist,  Dr.  William  Darlington,  of  West 
Chester,  and  left,  at  hi->  death,  the  paper  he  had  so 
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successfully  built  up  to  bis  two  sons,  Barton  I),  and 
William  D.,  who  have  continued  to  carry  it  on  with 
similar  tact  and  energy. 


ROOMALL,  JOHN  M.,  Lawyer  and  Statesman, 
was  born  in  the  township  of  Upper  Chichester, 
Delaware  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  is  the  son 
of  John  and  Sarah  (Martin)  Broomall,  of  that 
locality.  1 1 is  ancestors,  prior  to  the  commence- 
ment of  the  eighteenth  century,  were  English, 
and  of  the  religious  faith  of  the  Society  of  Friends.  lie 
received  his  education  in  the  Friends’  School  in  his  native 
county,  and  also  in  Wilmington,  Delaware,  at  .Smith’s 
Quaker  Academy ; in  both  of  which  institutes  of  learning 
he  betrayed  a remarkable  fondness  for  mathematics,  and 
made  great  progress  in  that  branch  of  study.  In'  the 
interim  between  his  attendance  at  school,  and  while  yet  a 
pupil,  he  took  upon  himself  the  idle  of  a teacher,1  and  for 
a brief  space  pursued  that  avocation  with  success  in  the 
Friends’  Academy.  In  1S37,  he  commenced  the  study  of 
law  in  the  office  of  the  late  Judge  IJouvier,  of  Philadelphia, 
and  in  the  month  of  May,  1S40,  was  admitted  to  the  bar. 
Although  his  predilections  were  in'  favor  of  "a  borne  life, 
devoting  especial  attention  to  agriculture^yet - he  allowed 
himself  to  be  drawn  into  the  practice  of  liis  profession, 
and,  by  1848,  he  had  attained  a very  respectable  number 
of  clients,  to  whose  interests  he  devoted 'himself.  He  was 
elected  to  the  lower  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  served 
during  the  sessions  of  1851  and  1852,  with  acceptability  to 
his  constituents.  During  1S54,  he  was  a member  of  the 
State  Revenue  Board.  In  1862,  he  was  elected  a Repre- 
sentative of  his  district  in  Congress,  and  was  continuously 
returned  at  three  separate  elections,  his  service  in  the  House 
terminating  in  1869;  though  again  nominated,  he  refused 
to  accept  the  office.  During  his  career  in  Washington,  he 
acted  as  Chairman  of  several  important  Investigating  Com- 
mittees, was  a member  of  the  Committee  on  Expenditures, 
and  for  two  years  was  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Ac- 
counts. During  his  term,  he  also  served  as  a member  of 
the  Committee  appointed  to  investigate 'the  Massacre  at 
Memphis.  He  was  also  a zealous  advocate  for  the  several 
Amendments  to  the  Constitution  which  pointed  towards 
the  consequences  of  Emancipation,  and  the  bestowment 
of  Universal  Suffrage.  In  1872,  he  was  elected  a member 
of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  Pennsylvania,  and, 
during  several  sessions  of  that  body,  served  as  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Taxation,  etc.  He  earnestly  labored 
in  the  Convention  for  the  Abolition  of  Capital  Punishment, 
and  also  in  behalf  of  Female  Suffrage.  During  the  War 
of  the  Rebellion,  in  1862  and  1S63,  when  the  Stale  was 
invaded  by  the  armed  insurgents,  he  volunteered,  and 
served  as  Captain  of  a Company  of  “ Emergency  Men,” 
and  was  in  the  field  for  two  months  defending  the  border. 


He  has  been  twice  a member  of  the  Electoral  College  of 
Pennsylvania,  first,  in  1S60,  when  Abraham  Lincoln  was 
chosen  President  for  his  first  term ; and  again,  in  1872, 
when  General  Grant  was  re-elected.  In  1874,  he  was  ap- 
pointed President  Judge  of  the  District,  which  position  he 
still  retains.  He  was  much  interested  in  the  extension  of 
the  city  of  Chester,  and  is  the  principal  owner  of  the  South 
Ward,  which  he  laid  out.  With  other  parties  embarked  in 
the  improvement,  he  purchased  and  projected  most  of  the 
ground  now  occupied  as  South  Chester;  and  to  both  of 
these  enterprises  he  gives  much  attention.  Of  late  years, 
he  has  manifested  considerable  interest  in  the  extension, 
welfare,  and  prosperity  of  Media,  the  shire  town  of  Dela- 
ware county.  He  was  married,  in  1S41,  to  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Martha  Booth,  of  Delaware  county, 
who  died,  in  1848,  leaving  two  children,  one  of  whom,  a 
son,  is  at  present  practising  law  in  Chester ; and  the  other,  a 
daughter,  has  graduated  in  medicine,  at  Philadelphia,  and 
is  now  continuing  her  studies  in  Vienna.  He  was  married 
a. second  time,  in  1S53,  to  Caroline  L.,  daughter  of  John 
and  Charlotte  Larkin,  of  Chester. 
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ATTS,  IION.  FREDERICK,  Commissioner  of 
Agriculture,  was  born  in  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania, 
May' 9th,  1801.  He  is  a son  of  the  late  David 
Watts,  who  was  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
lawyers  of  Pennsylvania,  and  practised  exten- 
sively through  all  the  middle  counties.  1 1 is 
mother  was  a daughter  of  General  Henry  Miller,  of  Re- 
volutionary fame,  who  commanded  the  United  States  troops 
at  Baltimore,  during  the  War  of  1S12.  Ilis  grandfather, 
Frederick  Watts,  was  a member  of  the  Executive  Council, 
of  Pennsylvania,  before  the  Revolution,  and  one  of  the  most 
prominent  men  of  the  Province  and  subsequent  State. 
Having  been  duly  prepared,  he  entered  Dickinson  College, 
at  Carlisle,  whence  he  graduated  in  1819.  Led  by  an  early 
acquired  taste  for  agricultural  pursuits,  lie  then  went  to  Erie 
county,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  spent  two  sears  upon  the 
farm  of  his  uncle,  William  Miles,  during  which  time  he 
w as  engaged  in  all  the  operations  of  the  farm  and  mills 
erected  thereon.  He  returned  to  Carlisle  in  1821,  and  en- 
tered the  office  of  Andrew  Carothers,  as  a student  at  law. 
Having  been  admitted  to  practice  in  August,  1S24,  he  be- 
came a partner  with  his  preceptor,  and  soon  acquired  a large 
and  lucrative  practice.  In  1S31,  he  was  appointed  by  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania,  the  Reporter  of  their  De- 
cisions, and  during  the  fourteen  years  in  which  he  held  that 
position  he  published  twenty  volumes  of  law  reports.  The 
pressure  of  professional  duties  compelled  him  to  withdraw 
in  1845.  In  the  same  year,  he  was  elected  President  of  the 
Cumberland  Valley  Railroad  Company,  which  was  then 
suffering  great  pecuniary  embarrassment,  and  was  likewise 
out  of  repair  and  dilapidated.  He  devoted  his  energies  to 
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its  recuperation;  and  during  Ins  long  Presidential  career  it 
was  renewed  and  brought  up  under  his  energetic  and  able 
management  to  a high  state  of  prosperity,  paying  all  its 
indebtedness  and  yielding  handsome  returns  to  the  stock- 
holders. In  1 049,  he  was  appointed  President  Judge  of 
the  Ninth  Judicial  District,  of  Pennsylvania,  comprising  the 
counties  of  Cumberland,  Perry,  and  Juniata.  Under  the 
amended  constitution  the  Judiciary  became  elective,  in 
1S52,  and  Judge  Watts  then  resumed  the  practice  of  his 
profession,  devoting  his  time  to  it  and  the  management  of 
his  farms,  in  which  he  yearly  grew  more  deeply  interested. 
In  1S54,  he  became  one  of  the  projectors  of  the  Agricul- 
tural College  of  Pennsylvania,  and  upon  its  organization 
was  elected  the  President  of  its  Board  of  Trustees,  in  which 
capacity  he  still  acts.  In  the  same  year  ( 1 S54)  he  projected 
the  erection  of  Gas  ami  Water  Works  in  his  native  place, 
and  having  formed  a company  was  elected  its  President, 
and  under  his  effective  management  it  speedily  developed 
into  a substantial  and  paying  enterprise.  lie  remained  its 
President  for  many  years  after  its  success  was  permanently 
assured,  and  finally  withdrew  to  give  his  attention  to  other 
important  works,  lie  removed  to  his  farms  in  1SG0,  and 
as  soon  as  possible  retired  from  all  practice  at  the  bar, 
designing  to  devote  his  whole  energies  to  the  improvement 
and  advancement  of  agriculture.  His  valuable  experi- 
ments and  practical  demonstrations  attracted  such  attention 
that,  in  May,  1S71,  he  was  tendered  the  appointment  of 
Commissioner  of  Agriculture,  but  he  declined,  having 
determined  to  give  his  whole  attention  to  his  own  farms. 
But  he  was  finally  induced  to  accept  the  appointment,  and 
entered  upon  the  duties,  August  1st,  1S71.  After  his  re- 
moval to  Washington,  he  declined  a re-election  to  the 
Presidency  of  the  Cumberland  Valley  Railroad,  over  which 
he  had  presided  with  so  much  ability  and  acceptability  for 
twenty-seven  years,  and  has  since  devoted  himself  assidu- 
ously to  the  practical  development  of  the  agricultural  re- 
sources of  the  country.  An  admirable  system  pervades  his 
department,  and  the  three  divisions  are  so  excellently  ar- 
ranged that  the  most  detailed  and  accurate  information  can 
be  obtained  with  the  greatest  facility.  He  was  married, 
24th  of  March,  1S35,  to  I lenrietta  Ege,  daughter  of  Michael 
Ege,  of  the  Carlisle  Iron  Works,  Cumberland  county, 
Pennsylvania. 


.0  G7P 


®' DGE,  JOHN  PENNELL,  Physician,  was  born  in 
East  Cain  township,  Chester  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, June  221I,  1S22.  Ilis  ancestors  on  the 
father’s  side  came  from  England  early  in  the 
(j— ' J eighteenth  century,  and  settled  in  Edgmont, 
^ Delaware  county,  Pennsylvania.  Ilis  mother’s 
family  were  descendants  of  early  English  and  Welsh  set- 
tlers. He  received  a sound  classical  education  at  West- 
town  school  in  his  native  county.  Erom  1840(0  1843,  he 
was  engaged  in  teaching  in  various  private  and  public 


schools,  after  which  time  he  began  the  study  of  medicine 
under  the  preceptorship  of  Professor  Robert  M.  Huston,  of 
Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  at  which  institution 
he  graduated  in  the  spring  of  1846.  The  location  he  se- 
lected for  practice  was  Downingtown.  Chester  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, at  which  point  he  has  been  engaged  ever  since 
in  the  active  duties  of  his  profession.  Ilis  skill  and  care- 
have  secured  for  him  a just  eminence  among  the  prac- 
titioners of  the  county;  and  his  strict  observance  of  the 
ethics  of  his  profession  have  won  for  him  the  esteem  of 
its  members.  Tor  more  than  twenty  years  he  has  been 
a member  of  the  Chester  County  Medical  Society,  and 
twice  has  been  elected  its  President.  He  has  always  taken 
a deep  interest  in  the  social  and  political  questions  of  the 
day,  and  has  frequently  been  present  as  Delegate  in  the 
County  and  State  Conventions  of  the  Republican  party,  to 
which  he  has  always  been  attached.  He  was  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  the  “ free  soil”  movement  in  the  United  States; 
and  has  always  been  a zealous  participant  in  the  various 
Anti-Slavery  organizations.  Though  often  requested  to 
become  a candidate  for  office,  he  has  uniformly  declined; 
believing  that  his  duty  rather  lies  in  his  professional  career. 


TEN,  SAMUEL  T.,  Lawyer  and  Brevet  Colonel 
United  States  Volunteers,  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Russellburg,  Warren  county,  Pennsylvania, 
in  the  year  1S37,  and  is  a son  of  Samuel  P.  and 
Mary  (Thompson)  Allen.  Ilis  father  was  of 
Scotch-Irish  descent,  his  grandfather,  a nephew 
of  General  Anthony  Wayne ; on  his  mother’s  side  he  is 
partly  of  German  extraction.  He  was  reared  on  a farm, 
and  attended  the  district  school  during  the  winter  months. 
In  1S57,  he  proceeded  with  his  brother,  General  Harrison 
Allen,  and  became  a student  in  the  Academy  at  Randolph, 
New  York;  and  during  the  winter  months  following  taught 
school  with  great  success.  During  1859,  and  the  follow- 
ing year,  he  attended  the  Academy  at  Jamestown,  New 
York.  He  commenced  the  study  of  law,  in  18C0,  in  the 
office  of  IE  W.  Lacy 4 at  Warren,  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
remained  until  he  entered  the  military  service,  in  1S62, 
and  was  appointed  Adjutant  of  the  151st  Regiment  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers,  commanded  by  his  brother,  (then) 
Colonel  Harrison  Allen  ; he  was  also  made  aide-de-camp 
to  General  Rowley,  of  the  First  Corps,  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac. He  participated  in  several  engagements,  among 
these  the  great  battles  of  Chancellorsville  and  Gettysburg, 
in  both  of  which  he  displayed  great  coolness  and  bravery, 
and  was  especially  complimented.  During  the  first  day’s 
fight,  on  the  latter  field,  when  the  color-bearer  of  the  151st 
was  shot  down,  and  the  men  were  breaking,  he  seized  the 
tlag,  rallied  the  men,  but  was  compelled  to  fall  back  to 
Cemetery  Hill,  where  the  line  was  again  formed.  On  the 
third  day,  he  displayed  great  coolness  and  daring  during 
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the  whole  contest,  being  in  the  hottest  of  the  fight,  and 
helped  to  retake  the  Union  battery  on  Cemetery  llill.  At 
the  close  of  the  battle,  he  was  shot  through  the  leg,  which 
disabled  him  during  the  balance  of  his  term  of  enlistment. 
For  his  gallant  conduct  at  Gettysburg  he  was  brevetted 
Colonel,  and  honorably  discharged  from  the  service.  Re- 
turning to  NVarren,  he  resumed  his  legal  studies,  and  was 
shortly  afterward  admitted  to  the  bar,  where  he  has  met 
with  much  success,  being  at  this  time  widely  known  as 
one  of  the  best  read  and  promising  members  of  the  legal 
profession  in  his  section. 


ISTER,  WILLIAM  ROTCIT,  Lawyer,  and  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel United  States  Volunteers,  was  born 
in  Germantown,  Pennsylvania,  December  7U1, 
1827.  Ilis  father  is  a gentleman  of  much  promi- 
nence in  various  enterprises,  being  President 
of  the  Duncannon  Iron  Company,  and  Treasurer 
of  the  North  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company,  besides  hold- 
ing other  responsible  positions.  Ilis  mother  is  a daughter 
of  the  late  William  Logan  I'irbee,  one  of  the  great  iron 
manufacturers  of  Pennsylvania.  He  received  a liberal  and 
classical  education  in  the  Germantown  Academy,  and 
graduated  in  the  class  of  1S46,  from  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania. Ilis  predilections  being  in  favor  of  the  legal 
profession,  he  shortly  thereafter  entered  upon  his  studies  in 
the  office  of  the  late  Benjamin  Gerhard,  under  whose  pre- 
ceptorship  he  prepared  himself  for  the  bar,  to  which  he  was 
admitted  in  1849,  and  has  been  actively  engaged  in  the 
various  duties  of  an  Attorney  and  Counsellor  at  Law  for 
the  past  quarter  of  a century.  In  1858  and  1859,  he  served 
with  credit  to  himself  and  his  constituents  in  the  Common 
Council  of  Philadelphia,  but,  preferring  the  interests  of  his 
clients,  he  has  not  been  a candidate  for  any  office  since 
that  time.  lie  entered  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States  in  June,  1863,  as  Orderly  Sergeant  of  the  Wissa- 
hickon  Cavalry,  a company  mustered  for  the  then  existing 
emergency.  When  the  company  became  a part  of  the 
20th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Mr.  \Vister  was  made  the 
Lientenant-Colonel  of  the  regiment,  which  rank  he  held 
when  mustered  out  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  service 
(six  months).  He  was  emphatically  a supporter  of  the 
Union  cause  during  that  troublesome  era,  and  was  a con- 
tributor of  his  substance  towards  the  maintenance  of  the 
war.  He  is  a stockholder  and  director  of  the  Bloomsburg 
Iron  Company,  and  is  also  a special  partner  in  the  firm 
of  J.  & J.  Wister,  of  Harrisburg,  who  are  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  pig  iron  ; and  in  various  other  ways  is  asso- 
ciated and  interested  in  iron  manufactures,  lie  is  Solicitor 
for  the  North  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company;  also  for 
several  other  large  corporations,  including  the  National 
Bank  of  Germantown.  In  religious  faith — although  not  an 
active  member  of  any  church — his  sympathies  are  with 


those  of  his  ancestors  and  family,  who  are  prominent 
leaders  in  the  Society  of  Friends.  lie  was  married,  in 
186S,  to  Mary  Channing,  a daughter  of  Frederick  A. 
Eustis,  a descendant  of  the  Massachusetts  family  of  that 
name,  and  prom  nent  citizens  of  that  Commonwealth. 
Her  mother  was  a daughter  of  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Chan- 
ning, so  universally  known  that  further  mention  of  him,  in 
this  connection,  is  unnecessary. 


% 
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EBSTER,  BENJAMIN  CRAMPTON,  is  the  son 
of  Orrin  Webster,  Merchant,  of  Litchfield,  Con- 
necticut, and  was  born  at  Hartford,  in  that 
State,  October  8th,  1821.  After  being  educated 
at  various  schools  in  Connecticut,  he  was  for 
four  years  clerk  to  the  Hon.  E.  D.  Morgan,  of 
New  York,  and  for  eighteen  months  clerk  to  the  then 
Governor  of  New  York,  living  at  Albany  during  that  time, 
and  rendering  important  services  to  the  State.  Ilis  first 
step  was  in  the  ship-chandler  business,  with  Marshall  O. 
Roberts,  who  offered  him  the  business,  which  was  being 
carrieil  on  in  his  own  name.  After  continuing  in  this  for 
several  years,  he  became  interested  in  Mexican  mines,  and 
sold  out  his  ship-chandlery.  He  now  devoted  four  years 
to  working  a silver  mine  in  Mexico,  seeing  life  in  many 
phases.  I11  1S50,  he  became,  and  was  for  many  years 
afterwards,  a Director  in  the  North  River  Bank  of  New 
York.  In  1S52,  his  father,  who  was  then  Treasurer  of  the 
Society  for  the  Promotion  of  a Collegiate  and  Theological 
Education  in  the  West,  died;  and,  after  settling  up  the 
books,  he  was  elected  Treasurer  in  his  place,  holding  the 
office  for  about  eight  years,  working  faithfully  and  effectu- 
ally for  a worthy  object,  without  pecuniary  r.eward.  In 
1S63,  he  went  to  Philadelphia,  as  President  of  the  Lehigh 
Zinc  Company,  and  the  same  year  moved  to  Bethlehem, 
taking  entire  charge  of  the  works  and  mines.  During  his 
administration,  the  business  of  the  Zinc  Works  has  greatly 
increased,  new  mines  have  been  developed,  and  the  rolling 
of  sheet  zinc  has  been  added,  a branch  never  before  carried 
on  in  this  country.  The  first  sheet  zinc  ever  made  in 
America  was  rolled  under  his  direction,  April  1st,  *865. 
The  capacity  of  the  sheet  zinc  mill  has  been  developed  to 
3000  casks,  or  16S0  tons  per  year,  and  the  capacity  of  the 
oxide  works  is  now  3000  tons  per  annum.  The  annual 
yield  of  the  mines  near  Eriedensville  is  about  17,000  tons 
of  ore,  requiring  40,000  tons  of  coal  for  their  reduction. 
He  employs  about  600  operatives.  On  January  19th,  1872, 
a monster  engine,  capable  of  pumping  12,000  gallons  of 
water,  from  a depth  of  300  feet,  which  had  been  built  by 
him,  under  the  superintendence  of  John  West,  was  started 
at  the  mines.  It  is  believed  to  be  the  largest  in  the  world. 
He  was  married,  in  1849,10  Eliza  Wilbur,  of  New  York 
city,  and  has  three  children,  all  young.  Ilis  business 
capacities  are  of  the  highest  order,  and  his  genial  and 
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modest  manners  have  rendered  him  the  most  popular  of  all 
the  gentlemen  who  have  managed  the  zinc  company  at 
Bethlehem. 

OBERTS,  SOLOMON  WHITE,  Civil  Engineer, 
was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  August 
3d,  i8ll,and  is  a son  of  Charles  and  Hannah 
(White)  Roberts,  both  of  whom  were  members 
of  the  Society  of  Friends.  His  paternal  ances- 
tors came  from  Wales,  in  the  time  of  William 
Penn,  and  settled  near  Gwynedd,  about  eighteen  miles 
from  Philadelphia,  while  his  mother’s  father,  Solomon 
White,  was  a successful  merchant  in  the  same  city.  1 1 is 
father  taught  one  of  the  Friends’  schools,  and  his  uncle, 
Joseph,  was  Principal  of  the  mathematical  department  in 
the  academy  where  he  received  his  education.  When 
about  sixteen  years  old,  he  left  school  and  went  to  Mauch 
Chunk,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  entered  the  family  of  his 
uncle,  Josiah  White,  the  principal  founder  of  the  Lehigh 
Coal  and  Navigation  Company,  and  Acting  Manager  and 
Superintendent  of  their  works.  By  him  he  was  employed 
as  an  assistant,  and  under  his  direction  the  first  railroad  in. 
Pennsylvania  was  constructed  and  opened  for  use,  in  the 
spring  of  1827.  This  was  the  line  from  Summit  Hill  to 
Mauch  Chunk,  nine  miles  long,  and  he  rode  on  the  first 
train  of  cars  that  were  dispatched  from  the  initial  point  to 
Mauch  Chunk.  He  next  betaine  rodman  to  a party  of 
engineers,  under  Canvass  White,  Chief  Engineer  of  the 
Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company,  and  was  subse- 
quently Assistant  Engineer  on  a section  of  the  canal  in  the 
mountainous  region  below  Mauch  Chunk.  This  work  was 
begun  in  1S27,  and  finished  in  the  autum  of  1S29.  On  its 
completion,  he  entered  the  service  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, on  its  canal,  upon  the  Conemaugh  river,  and  was 
stationed  at  lilairsville,  with  Sylvester  Welch,  Principal 
Engineer,  who  had  also  been  Resident  Engineer  on  the 
Lehigh  canal.  This  improvement  was  completed  in  the 
spring  of  1 S3 1 ; and  now  the  Portage  Railroad,  over  the 
Alleghanies,  was  undertaken,  lie  became  its  Principal 
Assistant  Engineer,  and  led  the  exploring  and  locating 
party,  though  but  twenty  years  of  age,  upon  the  western 
half  of  the  line,  which  included  the  great  viaduct  over  the 
Conemaugh  at  Horse  Shoe  Bend,  w hich  was  designed  and 
superintended  by  him,  and  which  is  still  used  as  a part  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  located  many  years  afterwards. 
After  the  completion  of  the  Alleghany  Portage  Railroad, 
with  its  ten  inclined  planes  and  twenty  stationary  engines, 
he  remained  as  its  Resident  Engineer  and  Superintendent 
of  Transportation,  thus  beginning  his  career  as  a railroad 
superintendent.  lie  resigned  from  this  position  in  1836, 
and  sailed  for  Europe  to  procure  iron  for  the  Philadelphia 
A Reading  Railroad,  etc.  lie  was  absent  two  years,  pass- 
ing a large  portion  of  his  time  in  the  iron  region  of  South 
Wales,  superintending  the  manufacture  of  railroad  iron. 


About  this  period,  George  Crane,  an  iron  master  at 
Yniscedwin,  near  Neath,  succeeded  in  smelting  iron  ore  on 
a practical  commercial  scale,  by  the  use  of  anthracite  cord 
and  the  hot  blast,  and  his  claims  as  the  inventor  of  the 
process  were  finally  fully  established  by  the  result  of  legal 
proceedings  in  England.  S doinon  W.  Roberts  became 
his  friend,  visited  his  works,  and  subsequently  called  the 
attention  of  Pennsylvanians,  and  especially  of  the  Franklin 
Institute,  to  the  matter.  Soon  after  this,  Josiah  White 
and  his  associates  established  the  Crane  Iron  Works,  on 
the  Lehigh,  which  have  since  been  very  successful,  and  the 
anthracite  iron  trade  thus  inaugurated  has  been  immensely 
augmented  throughout  Pennsylvania.  From  1S38  to  1841, 
Solomon  W.  Roberts  was  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Cata- 
wissa  Railroad.  In  1S42,  he  was  the  President  of  the 
Philadelphia,  Germantown  & Norristown  Railroad  Com- 
pany, and  also  its  Superintendent.  From  1843  to  1S45,  he 
was  the  President  of  the  Schuylkill  Navigation  Company, 
and  formed  the  general  plan  for  the  enlargement  of  the 
works,  by  which  the  tonnage  of  the  boats  has  been  more 
than  doubled.  In  1847,  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Com- 
pany w'as  chartered,  he  being  much  interested  in  the  work, 
though  he  would  not  accept  an  official  position  ; but,  at  the 
instance  of  the  Directors,  he  consented  to  become  a candi- 
date for  membership  of  the  Lower  House  of  the  Legislature, 
and  was  elected,  and  served  during  the  session  of  1848. 
1 1 is  great  experience  in  railroad  matters  enabled  him  to 
take  the  lead  on  all  questions  pertaining  to  this  subject,  and 
very  important  legislation — as  regarded  Philadelphia,  the 
Commonw'ealth,  and  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company — - 
iyas  effected  through  his  exertions.  An  Act  was  also  passed 
to  incorporate  a company  to  construct  the  “Ohio  & Penn- 
sylvania Railroad,”  from  Pittsburgh  to  the  Ohio  State  line. 
In  1S4S,  he  became  its  Chief  Engineer,  and  located  the 
line,  not  only  to  the  State  line,  but  beyond  as  far  as  Crest- 
line, Ohio,  the  site  of  that  town  and  Alliance  being  by  him 
selected  and  named.  In  1S49,  by  appointment  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  he  represented  the  city  of  Philadelphia  in 
the  National  Pacific  Railroad  Convention,  held  at  St.  Louis. 
He  planned  the  railroad  bridge  across  the  Alleghany  river 
at  Pittsburgh,  connecting  the  Western  line  with  the  Penn- 
sylvania Railroad.  As  the  different  divisions  of  his  road 
were  opened  for  use,  he  became  the  General  Superintend- 
ent of  the  working  of  the  line.  It  reached  Crestline,  Ohio, 
April  nth,  1853,  where  it  intersects  the  Cleveland,  Colum- 
bus A Cincinnati  Railroad.  This  road  now  forms  the 
Eastern  Division  of  the  Pittsburgh,  Fort  Wayne  & Chicago 
Railway,  one  of  the  most  successful  and  valuable  lines  in 
the  country.  When  he  first  became  interested  in  it,  the 
company,  though  organized,  had  not  85°°  in  cash,  and  for 
some  time  he  served  without  salary.  He  continued  in 
charge  of  the  road  until  1S56,  when  he  resigned,  and  re- 
turned to  Philadelphia  to  reside.  In  the  same  year,  he 
became  the  Chief  Engineer  and  General  Superintendent 
of  the  North  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  which  had  been  com- 
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pleted  to  Gwynedd,  and  under  his  direction  the  work  was 
continued  and  the  road  opened  to  Freemansburg,  on  the 
Lehigh,  January  1st,  1857,  and  to  Bethlehem,  July  7th  of 
the  same  year.  Since  that  time  he  has  continued  in  charge 
of  this  line,  and  its  business  has  grown  apace  with  each 
successive  year.  He  has  declined  the  Presidency  of  several 
railroad  companies,  preferring  to  devote  himself  to  his  pro- 
fession as  a Civil  Engineer.  In  his  long  career,  it  has 
ever  been  his  aim  to  promote  the  interests  of  his  native 
city,  with  which  his  welfare  has  always  been  identified. 


■•V  ARNES,  JOSEPH  K.,  Brigadier-General,  Brevet 
/ Major-General,  and  Surgeon-General  United 


States  Army,  was  born  at  Philadelphia,  July 
2 1 st , i S 1 7 . He  studied  medicine  in  the  office 
of  Dr.  Thomas  Harris,  and  graduated  from  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania, in  183S.  He  then  served  one  year  as  Resident 
Physician  at  the  Blockley  Hospital,  and  one  year  as  “Out- 
door Physician  to  the  Poor”  for  the  Northwestern  District 
of  Philadelphia,  lie  entered  the  army  as  Assistant  Sur- 
geon, June  15th,  1S40,  and  July  10th,  following,  was  as- 
signed to  duty  at  the  United  Slates  Military  Academy, 
whence  he  was  transferred  to  Florida,  November  9th,  iSjo, 
seeing  his  first  field  service  in  Harney’s  expedition  to  the 
Everglades,  during  the  war  against  the  Seminole  Indians, 
lie  left  Florida  in  1842,  and  was  stationed  at  Fort  Jessup, 
Louisiana,  until  it  was  abandoned,  in  1846,  when  he  con- 
ducted the  convalescents  of  the  2d  Dragoons  and  3d  and 
4th  Infantry  to  Corpus  Christi.  lie  was  Chief  Medical 
Officer  of  the  Cavalry  Brigade  during  the  Mexican  War, 
and  participated  in  every  action  on  both  General  Taylor’s 
and  General  Scott’s  line  except  that  at  Buena  Vista.  After 
the  close  of  the  Mexican  War,  he  was  in  charge  of  the 
General  Hospital  at  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana,  and  subse- 
quently on  duty  at  various  po^ts  in  Texas  and  the  Western 
departments,  and  as  Medical  Director  of  the  Department 
of  Oregon.  He  was  stationed  at  West  Point  from  January 
3d,  1S54,  to  June  1st,  1857,  and  during  that  period  was 
commissioned  Surgeon,  August  29th,  1856.  The  outbreak 
of  the  war,  in  1S61,  found  him  on  duty  on  the  Pacific 
co  st,  and  he  was  among  the  first  officers  ordered  thence 
to  Washington.  He  was  appointed  Medical  Inspector, 
February  9th,  1S63;  Inspector-General,  August  10th,  1S63; 
and  Surgeon-General,  August  22(1,  1864,  having  then  been 
on  duty  as  Acting  Surgeon-General  since  September  3d, 
1S63.  He  was  made  a Brevet  Brigadier-General  United 
States  Army  for  meritorious  and  distinguished  services 
during  the  Rebellion,  as  well  as  a Brevet  Major-General 
United  States  Army  for  faithful  and  meritorious  services 
during  the  Rebellion,  both  commissions  dating  from  March 
13th,  1S65. 


ENCYCLOPAEDIA. 

ANDALL,  1ION.  SAMUEL  J.,  Merchant  and 
Congressman,  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  on  Oc- 
tober 10th,  1828,  and  received  an  excellent 
academic  education,  the  foundation  for  which 
was  laid  in  the  public  schools  of  that  city. 
Finishing  his  studies  with  considerable  distinc- 
tion, he  entered,  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  a large  dry  goods 
house,  and  for  a number  of  years  applied  himself  with 
industry  and  success  to  mercantile  pursuits.  Immediately 
upon  attaining  his  majority,  he  entered  the  political  arena, 
and  became  a member  of  the  City  Councils,  serving  the 
three  years  immediately  preceding  the  consolidation  (in 
1854)  of  the  various  districts  into  one  municipality.  This 
first  public  service  was  commenced  when  he  had  reached 
the  age  of  twenty-three  years  only,  and  in  its  fulfilment  he 
won  the  gratitude  and  esteem  of  his  constituents,  the  pos- 
session of  which  he  has  ever  since  retained.  In  the  years 
1S5S-59,  he  served  in  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania,  filling 
the  unexpired  term  of  Charles  B.  Penrose.  In  1862,  by 
an  overwhelming  majority,  he  was  elected  as  Congressman 
from  the  First  Congressional  District  of  Pennsylvania. 
He  was  then,  as  he  has  since  been,  unswervingly  devoted 
to  the  principles  of  true  Democracy,  and  his  elevation  to 
the  Thirtv-eighlh  Congress  was  regarded  as  a just  tribute 
not  only  for  the  valuable  labors  he  had  performed  disinter- 
estedly as  a municipal  and  State  legislator,  but  for  his 
paity  zeal.  He  was  successively  re-elected  to  the  Thirty- 
ninth,  Fortieth,  Forty-first,  Forty-second,  and  Forty-third  . 
Congresses.  While  more  of  a worker  than  a speaker, 
there  have  occurred  numberless  occasions  in  which  he  has 
shown  his  possession  of  a fine  talent  for  oratory,  and  for 
clear  and  cogent  reasoning.  Ilis  speeches,  usually  terse 
and  to  the  point  of  the  matter  under  discussion,  are  invari- 
ably listened  to  as  the  utterances  of  a practical  mind. 
Among  the  finest  specimens  of  elegiac  oratory  are  classed 
his  eulogies  on  the  death  of  Hon.  Charles  Denison,  and 
Hon.  Darwin  A.  Finney,  the  latter  of  whom,  though  hold- 
ing political  opinions  antagonistic  to  his  own,  was  one  of 
his  warmest  friends.  In  the  session  of  1868,  he  delivered 
a strong  argument  against  the  impeachment  of  President 
Johnson,  and  constantly  urged,  whenever  any  discussion 
was  sprung  upon  the  condition  of  the  South,  a large  sub- 
sidy to  relieve  its  impoverished  people.  In  the  session  of 
1869,  when  it  became  somewhat  popular  to  talk  of  repudi- 
ation, in  replying  to  Mr.  Mungen’s  speech,  which  was 
framed  in  that  vein,  he  emphatically  declared  that  to 
renounce  the  debt  would  be  a violation  of  national  honor, 
and  a lasting  disgrace.  He  has  invariably  maintained  his 
belief  in  the  superiority  of  the  “ greenback  ” over  the 
national  bank  note,  and,  in  all  of  the  many  discussions 
relative  to  the  existing  currency  and  proposed  modifica- 
tions, has  shown  himself  a careful  student  of  financial 
topics.  Conspicuous  services  have  been  rendered  by  him 
as  a member  of  various  committees,  and  he  is  now  on  that 
of  Banking  and  Currency,  Post-offices  and  Post-roads, 
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Rules,  and  Mississippi  Levees,  lie  has  been  at  all  times  j 
a diligent  and  worthy  representative,  and  has  secured  a , 
high  reputation  for  his  fidelity  to  his  constituents,  fur  his  \ 
liberality,  for  his  unchanging  firmness  in  the  advocacy  of 
his  principles,  and  for  the  undiscriminating  courtesy  he 
pays  to  all  who  approach  him.  A war  Democrat,  he  served 
himself  for  some  time  with  the  First  Troop  of  City  Cavalry, 
commanding  that  organization  at  Gettysburg,  in  1863.  11  is 
vole  was  cast  in  favor  of  every  army  appropriation  asked 
from  Congress.  For  the  past  ten  years  he  has  been  looked 
upon  as  a leading  Democrat,  and  has  always,  in  the  organi- 
zation of  the  party  of  his  choice,  held  prominent  positions, 
having  been  frequently  Chairman  of  the  City,  State,  and 
National  Executive  Committees. 


OWLAND,  JOSEPH,  Physician  and  Surgeon, 
was  born  in  llaverford  township,  Delaware 
county,  Pennsylvania,  October  9th,  1814,  his 
parents  being  Robert  Rowland,  of  Chester,  and 
Mary  Jones,  daughter  of  John  Jones,  of  Mont- 
gomery county.  1 1 is  education  was  received  in 
the  common  schools  of  llaverford  ; and  so  apt  was  he  as  a 
student,  that  at  the  early  age  of  seventeen  he  was  solicited 
to  teach  in  one  of  the  institutions  where  he  himself  had 
once  been  a pupil.  II  is  ambition  was  to  secure  a thorough 
collegiate  education,  and,  by  patient  industry  and  judicious 
economy,  he  at  length  paved  the  way  to  it.  After  passing 
some  years  as  a tutor,  he  entered  Delaware  College,  at 
Delaware  City,  then  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Ely,  a gentle- 
man of  fine  tastes  and  a ripe  scholar,  and  remained  there 
twelve  months.  Thence  he  proceeded  to  Newtown  town- 
ship, in  Delaware  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  conducted  a 
private  school,  lie  seems  to  have  enjoyed  rare  success  as 
an  instructor,  even  beyond  that  of  many  greatly  his  seniors 
both  in  regard  to  age  and  experience;  and  this  may,  per- 
haps, be  accounted  for  upon  the  ground  that  he  himself 
was  yet  a student,  continuing  his  studies  and  investigations 
with  a zeal  that  was  spurred  by  one  ambition,  that  of  being 
a collegian.  There  was,  then,  a sympathetic  relation  be- 
tween him  and  those  under  him  which  was  mutually 
advantageous,  lie  was  at  this  time  particularly  engrossed 
with  the  study  of  medicine,  pursuing  it  with  avidity  under 
the  mentorship  of  Dr.  Ervin,  a celebrated  practitioner  of 
that  day.  lie  maintained  this  special  application  during 
the  three  years  of  his  residence  in  Newtown  township,  and 
when,  in  1S3S,  he  became  a matriculant  of  the  Medical 
Department  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  he  did  so 
with  an  excellent  foundation  upon  which  to  conduct  the 
studies  provided  in  the  comprehensive  course  of  that  insti- 
tution. The  fruits  of  his  careful  reading  were  quickly 
developed,  and  in  two  years,  very  much  sooner  than 
his  co-matriculants,  he  took  his  degree  as  an  M.  D., 
and  commenced  at  once  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
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He  located  in  Media,  and  secured,  in  a comparatively 
short  period,  a large  and  lucrative  patronage,  which  he  still 
retains.  While  his  practice  is  a very  general  one,  he  has 
made  obstetrics  a special  feature  of  it,  and  in  this  connec- 
tion has  secured  more  than  local  celebrity.  But,  while 
heavily  engrossed  with  the  responsibilities  of  his  position  ns 
a physician,  he  has  not  overlooked  his  relation  as  a citizen. 
He  has  been  identified  with  all  the  conspicuous  local  im- 
provements of  Media  for  many  years  past,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  enterprising  as  well  as  liberal  men.  In  1S64,  he  was 
appointed  on  the  corps  of  Volunteer  Surgeons,  and  in  May 
of  that  year  was  called  to  the  front,  by  the  Surgeon-General, 
and  rendered  important  services  during  the  battle  of  the 
Wilderness.  He  remained  on  the  field  where  this  terrific 
conflict  occurred,  and  where  the  Union  army  subsequently 
encamped,  a number  of  months,  doing  everything  in  his 
power  to  alleviate  the  misery  of  the  sick  and  wounded 
victims  of  that  encounter.  He  has  always  been  closely 
identified  with  the  Republican  party  in  this  State,  and  has 
been  elevated  to  various  positions  of  local  trust  and  respon- 
sibility. lie  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  In  1S45,  !>e  married  Jane  Eves,  daughter  of  W. 
Eves,  of  Lower  Providence,  Delaware  county,  and  of  the 
eight  children  born  to  them,  six  are  now'  living. 


AND,  JAMES  C.,  Merchant,  was  born  December 
6th,  1S0S,  in  Alexandria,  District  of  Columbia, 
while  his  parents,  residents  of  Philadelphia,  were 
on  a visit  to  that  place.  His  father,  Caleb 
Hand,  was  a prominent  ship-owner  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  the  founder  of  various  lines  to  the 
South,  among  them  particularly  “ Hand’s  Line  of  Packets” 
to  Alexandria,  Portsmouth,  and  Norfolk,  Virginia,  and 
which  has  since  been  extended  to  New  Orleans.  His 
mother  was  of  Swedish  descent,  her  ancestors  coining  over 
with  the  earliest  Swedish  settlers,  some  time  before  the 
advent  of  William  Penn  into  this  country.  Her  father, 
John  Keen,  in  his  day  attained  considerable  celebrity  as 
an  architect  and  builder.  James  C.  Hand  was  educated  in 
the  schools  of  Philadelphia,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
entered  the  commission  house  of  D.  W.  Prescott,  with 
whom  he  continued  until  he'  reached  his  tw'enty-second 
year.  It  wans  while  thus  employed  that  he  early  developed 
that  keen  foresight  and  fine  business  tact  which  have  since 
carried  him  successfully  through  life.  In  May  of  1S30,  he 
ventured  to  Cuba,  in  the  expectation  of  commencing  busi- 
ness there;  but,  circumstances  being  unfavorable,  he  re- 
turned to  Philadelphia  in  the  September  following.  In 
January,  1S31,  lie  associate'll  with  Benjamin  T.  Curtiss  in 
the  hardware  business,  under  the  firm  name  of  Curtiss  & 
Hand.  Within  a few  years  of  the  commencement  of  this 
mercantile  enterprise,  they  dropped  the  lighter  articles  of 
hardware  altogether,  and  confined  their  business  to  nails, 
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steel,  pig-iron  and  the  heavy  American  manufactures. 
Their  trade  increased  with  great  rapidity,  and,  with  a 
generous  regard  for  a number  of  faithful  employes,  they 
elevated  them  to  the  position  of  junior  partners.  In  De- 
cember, 1S59,  Mr.  Curtiss  died,  and  on  the  1st  of  the 
January  following  a new  co-partnership,  under  the  title 
of  James  C.  Hand  & Co.,  by  which  it  is  still  known,  was 
formed.  The  senior  partner  is  a man  of  great  activity  and 
of  the  most  undaunted  enterprise.  As  a citizen,  he  has 
done  much  to  increase  the  commercial  and  mercantile  pros- 
perity of  Philadelphia.  Since  the  year  1S42,  he  has  been 
a director  of  the  Bank  of  North  America,  and  for  upwards 
of  twenty-five  years  his  influence  has  been  prominent  in 
the  management  of  the  Delaware  Mutual  Safety  Insurance 
Company.  He  is  one  of  the  original  stockholders  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company,  having  been  one  of  its 
most  sanguine  supporters  at  a time  when  only  a few  could 
be  found  who  believed  in  the  ultimate  success  of  the 
scheme.  At  the  first  meeting  for  organization,  he  not 
only  invested  largely  his  own  means  in  what  many  were 
pleased  to  regard  as  a vast  Utopian  project,  but  secured 
subscriptions  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  a heavy  sum. 
In  pursuance  of  a settled  policy,  he  gave  a hearty  support 
to  the  American  Steamship  Line,  as  be  did  to  the  various 
coastwise  lines,  believing  that  every  citizen  should  lend 
material  encouragement  to  enterprises  calculated  to  restore 
Philadelphia  toils  lost  commercial- pre-eminence.  Active 
in  business,  he  has  also  labored  generously  as  a philan- 
thropist, and  has  given  liberal  aid  tov institutions  whose 
aim  is  to  gratify  and  cultivate  the  artistic  faculties  of  the 
people.  He  is  prominently  identified, with  the  Philadel- 
phia Academy  of  Music,  having  been  one  of  its  organizers, 
and  for  fifteen  years  its  President.  Ever  since  its  inception, 
he  has  been  one  of  the  principal  supporters  of  that  noble 
charily,  “ The  Philadelphia  Merchants’  Fund,”  and  the 
success  of  many  other  benevolent  societies  is  in  great 
part  due  to  his  careful  and  constant  labors.  During  the 
civil  war,  he  contributed  largely  and  in  various  ways 
towards  supporting  the  Government  in  its  emergency,  and 
to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  sick  and  wounded  soldiers. 
He  was  one  of  the  commissioners  of  the  “Citizens’  Bounty 
Fund  ” of  Philadelphia,  and  gave  time  and  means  unspar- 
ingly in  the  furtherance  of  its  object.  He  is  a member 
of  and  a regular  attendant  at  Christ  Church  (Protestant 
Episcopal).  He  married,  on  the  22d  of  June,  1842,  a 
daughter  of  James  Martin,  of  the  Society  of  Friends, 
and  one  of  the  firm  of  Thomas  & Martin,  extensive- 
wholesale  dry  goods  dealers.  The  fruits  of  this  union 
are  six  children,  all  of  whom  are  living.  Of  his  three- 
sons,  the  eldest,  Henry  J.,  is  a member  of  the  firm  of 
James  C.  Hand  & Co.  The  next  in  point  of  seniority  is  in 
Colorado,  in  the  stock  business,  and  the  youngest,  in 
March,  1874,  graduated  with  high  Honors  from  the  Medical 
Department  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  is  now 
practising  medicine  in  his  native  city. 


*INGSBURY,  C.  A.,  Doctor  of  Dental  Surgery,  is 
a native  of  East  Windsor,  Connecticut,  his  an- 
cestors being  among  the  earliest  settlers  of 
New  England.  Amariah  Kingsbury,  his  father, 
was  a lineal  descendant  of  Henry  Kingsbury, 
who  came  to  this  country  from  Groton,  England, 
in  1630,  in  one  of  the  vessels  which  conveyed  hither  Gov- 
ernor Winthrop’s  company.  II is  mother  was  the  daughter 
of  Captain  Erastus  Backhand,  of  East  Windsor,  and  pos- 
sessed sterling  qualities  both  of  mind  and  heart.  Her 
superior  natural  endowments  pre-eminently  fitted  her  for 
the  responsible  duties  of  a mother  and  a teacher.  When 
eight  years  .of  age,  she  removed  to  northern  New  Hamp- 
shire, taking  with  her  her  son,  and  from  this  period  until 
his  sixteenth  year  he  remained  upon  his  step-father’s  farm, 
his  mother  having  married  a second  time.  He  possessed 
here  the  facilities  for  receiving  instruction  common  to  the 
sons  of  New  England  farmers  ; but,  being  passionately  fond 
of  books,  and  of  investigating  those  hidden  fields  of 
knowledge,  glimpses  of  which  rapidly  began  to  break  upon 
his  mind,  he  soon  acquired  an  education  far  more  liberal 
and  comprehensive  than  any  of  his  associates.  He  com- 
menced to  teach  in  the  public  schools  of  New  England  in 
his  sixteenth  year,  employing  his  leisure  time  alternately  at 
the- Wesleyan  Academy,  at  Wilbraham,  Massachusetts,  and 
Newbury  Seminary,  Venvtonl,  until  his  eighteenth  year,  in 
preparing  himself  for  a collegiate  career.  During  the  win- 
ter of  1837-38,  lie- taught  a very  large  school  in  his. native 
town.  . In  the  'latter. year,  he  visited  Trenton,  and  there 
fornted  the  acquaintance  of  the  late  Dr.  Nathaniel  Bunn, 
engaged  then  in  dental  practice.  The  associations  growing 
out  of  this  new  and  most  friendly  intimacy  had  much  to  do 
in  deciding  his  subsequent  career.  With  Dr.  Bunn  he  be- 
came a student  of  the  dental  science,  though  still  filling  the 
vocation  of  a teacher  in  the  common  school.  He  devoted 
his  leisure  hours  with  the  utmost  industry,  in  order  to 
master  the  contents  of  the  text  books  on  dental  surgery, 
then  quite  limited  in  number.  So  rapidly  and  yet  so  thor- 
oughly did  he  progress  in  these  that,  at  the  end  of  the  first 
year  of  his  application  to  this  science,  he  became  a more 
than  ordinarily  successful  practitioner.  Notwithstanding 
the  popularity  of  Garengeol’s  key  for  extracting  teeth 
with  dentists  at  that  time,  he  rejected  it  altogether  as  an 
improper  and  barbarous  instrument,  and  invariably  used 
the  forceps.  It  was  during  this  first  year  of  his  dental  ex- 
perience that  he  conceived  the  idea  of  applying  electricity 
as  a therapeutic  agent  to  relieve  aching  teeth,  and  soon 
succeeded  in  constructing  an  apparatus  which  more  than 
realized  his  expectations.  It  is  believed  that  he  was  the 
first  to  apply  this  subtle  agent  towards  the  mitigation  of 
pain  in  dental  practice.  In  the  spring  of  1839,11c-  relin- 
quished his  engagements  as  a teacher,  and  went  to  Phila- 
delphia, obtained  a position  with  a gentleman  who  had  a 
large  practice  in  mechanical  dentistry,  and  became  very 
successful  in  the  insertion  of  artificial  dentures.  He 
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returned  to  New  Jersey,  ancl,  after  a short  hut  profitable 
application  to  his  new  profession,  commenced  under  a 
private  tutor  the  study  of  languages  and  natural  sciences, 
following  this  with  a year’s  devotion  to  the  classics,  under 
the  supervision  of  the  late  John  II.  Wakefield,  of  Boston, 
a ripe  scholar  and  most  successful  teacher.  In  1841,  he 
recommenced  his  dental  practice  in  Bordentown,  New 
Jersey,  and  iu  the  ensuing  fall  removed  to  Philadelphia, 
where  he  soon  obtained  a large  and  lucrative  business. 
In  1S42  dawned  a new  era.  His  earlier  education  had 
been  directed  with  special  reference  to  the  high  calling  of  a 
Christian  minister,  and  while  at  Newbury  Seminary,  being 
then  scarcely  eighteen  years  old,  he  received  a lay  commis- 
sion and  officiated  frequently  in  public.  In  this  year,  he 
sacrificed  all  secular  pursuits,  and  united  with  the  New 
Jersey  Conference,  being  assigned  to  Iladdonfield.  He 
entered  upon  his  work  under  most  promising  auspices,  but 
within  a short  time  was  so  shattered  by  malarial  fever,  his 
voice  being  especially  impaired,  that  he  was  compelled  to 
relinquish  his  pastoral  labors.  During  the  four  years  fol- 
lowing, he  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  B.  II.  Stratton,  and 
graduated  with  distinction  at  the  Philadelphia  College  of 
Medicine.  1 1 is  object  in  prosecuting  his  researches  in  the 
wide  domain  of  medicine,  was  simply  to  lit  himself  more 
thoroughly  for  his  labors  as  a dentist.  In  1857,  he  re- 
moved to  Philadelphia,  where  he  has  resided  ever  since, 
devoting  himself  to  the  duties  of  a large  and  constantly  in- 
creasing practice.  He  aided  materially  in  the  organization 
of  the  American  Dental  Association,  the  Odontographic 
Society  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  the  Dental  Society  of 
Pennsylvania.  He  is  a leading  member  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Association  of  Surgeon  Dentists,  and  of  the  Academy 
of  Natural  Sciences.  In  company  with  Dr.  William  C. 
Head,  in  1867,  he  made  an  extended  European  tour,  and 
gained  much  interesting  and  valuable  information  pertain- 
ing to  dental  science.  His  contributions  to  the  literature 
of  this  science  have  been  numerous  and  valuable,  ami  the 
residts  of  his  careful  investigations  have  proved  highly 
beneficial  to  the  profession. 


C;id 

o)  /jjTJaRAY,  REV.  JOHN,  D.  D.,  Clergyman,  was  born 
d llpv  in  Ireland,  in  December,  1799,  from  Scotch  and 
( ljil  Irish  parentage.  His  education  was  a careful, 
<•  ) comprehensive,  and  liberal  one,  being  received 

e’1  ^3  principally,  during  his  earlier  years,  at  the  line 
University  of  Edinburgh;  but,  with  a natural 
talent  for  study  and  introspection,  his  whole  life  became 
devoted  to  scholastic  acquirements.  In  the  year  1S22,  in 
company  with  his  wife,  nee  Jane  Lewers,  of  Ireland,  he 
emigrated  to  this  country.  Mrs.  Gray  was  a lady  of  more 
than  ordinary  refinement  and  culture.  Inheriting  a faculty 
for  versification,  she  wrote  a large  number  of  poems,  which, 
from  their  llowing  harmony  and  beauty  of  sentiment,  se- 


cured wide  publicity,  being  translated  into  the  German  and 
French  languages.  She  was  the  daughter  of  William 
Lewers,  of  Castle  Blayney,  Ireland.  Dr.  Gray  became  the 
first  pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Easton,  the 
pulpit  of  which,  up  to  the  time  of  his  ordination,  had  been 
filled  by  “supplies.”  Easton  was  then  a small  village, 
very  remote,  by  reason  of  the  obstacles  to  easy  and  rapid 
travelling,  from  the  centres  of  civilization.  Here  it  was, 
with  everything  to  excite  doubt  and  misgiving,  that  he 
commenced  a ministry  which,  during  its  long  continuance, 
was  blessed  with  the  richest  fruits  of  divine  gift.  For 
forty-five  years,  up  to  his  death,  in  January,  186S,  he 
labored  with  true  Christian  zeal,  endearing  himself,  by  the 
sweetness  of  his  manners,  to  the  congregation  under  him, 
which  grew  constantly  in  numbers.  As  a tribute  to  his 
memory,  the  church  erected  a chaste  monument  over  his 
remains,  which  rest  in  the  yard  adjoining.  A man  of  fine 
literary  ability,  he  wrote  clearly,  elegantly,  and  forcibly 
upon  all  topics.  He  contributed  to  many  of  the  religious 
miscellanies  during  the  earlier  period  of  his  life,  lie  took 
a very  deep  interest  in  educational  matters,  and  his  gene- 
rously applied  industry  is  a part  of  the  history  of  Lafayette 
College.  Of  this  excellent  collegiate  institution  lie  was  for 
many  years  a .trustee.  As  a pulpit  orator,  he  had  few 
superiors,  possessing  in  a rare  degree  that  magnetic  influ- 
ence over  an  audience  which  so  many  speakers  seek  for  in 
vain.  1 1 is  widow  survived  him  four  years,  her  death 
taking  place  in  1872. 


f 
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ASH,  MAJOR  JOHN  C.,  U.  S.  Marine,  was  born 
in  Philadelphia,  March  15th,  I S 1 7.  1 1 is  father, 

Thomas  Cash,  of  English  parentage,  was  an  old 
and  highly  esteemed  citizen  of  that  city.  Ilis 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth 
Mirtlc,  was  of  German  lineage.  He  received  a 
thorough  and  comprehensive  education  at  Lafayette  College, 
Easton,  and  gained  more  than  ordinary  distinction  for  the 
industry  with  which  he  pursued  the  various  courses  in  its 
fine  curriculum.  After  his  graduation,  he  entered,  at  the 
age  of  nineteen  years,  the  office  of  his  brother,  A.  D.  Cash, 
conveyancer,  and  remained  in  this  business  some  time. 
While  thus  employed,  he  was  honored  with  a commission 
as  a Special  Agent  of  the  Post-office  Department,  the  ap- 
pointment coming  direct  from  the  Postmaster-General, 
lion.  E.  A.  WicklilTe.  He  filled  this  important  station 
with  rare  discretion,  receiving  the  commendation  of  the 
department.  Surrendering  eventually  to  what  had  been 
his  inclination  for  years,  he  entered  the  United  States 
Marine  Corps,  March  14th,  1845,  as  Second  Lieutenant, 
stationed  on  board  the  “Columbus,”  then  under  orders  for 
the  Pacific.  This  vessel,  under  Commodore  Biddle,  pro- 
ceeded according  to  the  bill  of  instructions,  and  cruised  in 
the  Pacific  until  the  close  of  the  Mexican  War.  Soon 
after  he  was  advanced  to  the  1 ir.-,t  Lieutenancy.  At  the 
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breaking  out  of  the  late  Civil  War,  lie  was  appointed  Cap- 
tain of  Marines,  and  stationed  on  board  the  “ Sabine,” 
Captain  Adams,  Commander,  lie  participated  with  dis- 
tinction in  almost  all  of  the  exciting  events  which  occurred 
along  the  Gulf  Coast  during  the  first  stages  of  the  Rebel- 
lion. lie  commanded  the  troops  of  the  squadron  which 
was  ordered  to  re-enforce  Fort  Pickens,  and  conducted  him- 
self with  such  gallantry  in  carrying  out  the  instructions 
given  him  as  to  receive  a high  compliment  in  the  “ General 
Orders,”  for  “efficiency  and  valuable  services.”  lie  re- 
mained in  Fort  Pickens,  meanwhile  retaining  charge  of  it, 
until  ordered  home,  which  he  had  scarcely  reached  when 
he  was  prostrated  by  a serious  and  prolonged  illness,  result- 
ing from  physical  exhaustion.  Upon  his  recovery  he  was 
rewarded  by  President  Lincoln  with  a commission  as  Ma- 
jor and  Paymaster,  service  to  date  from  November  20th, 
1S62.  At  present  he  is  stationed  at  the  Washington  Navy 
Yard.  lie  is  a fine  disciplinarian,  a man  of  undaunted 
courage  and  genial  manners,  who  stands  in  high  esteem 
both  in  military  and  naval  circles.  lie  has  been  twice,  mar- 
ried, his  present  wife  a Miss  Farr  of  Philadelphia,  being  a 
lady  of  fine  culture,  and  the  mother  of  an  interesting,  family. 


( ypy ALDEM AN,  ISAAC,  Bank  President,  was  born' 
in  Charlestown  township,  Chester  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, in  September,  1797.  Ilis  parents  were 
Abram  Ilaldeman  and  Mary  Show  waiter,  both 
members  of  the  Meunice  Society.  At  an  early 
age  he  was  sent  to  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  township,  where  he  remained  until  his  fourteenth 
year.  He  made  rapid  progress  in  his  studies,  and  soon 
secured  an  education  far  in  advance  of  his  associates. 
Knowing  that  his  means  for  its  attainment  were  narrowly 
circumscribed,  he  improved  every  opportunity  forincreasing 
his  store  of  knowledge  which  naturally  or  by  accident 
was  afforded  him.  In  this  laudable  pursuit  he  overcame 
many  obstacles  which  would  have  intimidated  less  deter- 
mined minds.  From  his  fourteenth  until  his  twenty-first 
year  he  remained  with  his  parents,  securing  from  the  fruits 
of  his  labor  a great  degree  of  comfort  for  them.  Then  he 
was  thrown  completely  on  his  own  resources.  After  va- 
rious trials,  experiencing  in  his  efforts  to  obtain  an  honor- 
able livelihood  many  severe  vicissitudes,  he  determined  to 
try  his  fortunes  in  another  section,  and  removed  to  Dela- 
ware. Here  in  various  capacities  he  labored  for  some 
time,  until  by  his  unceasing  industry  and  the  careful  ad- 
ministration of  his  finances,  he  managed  to  lay  up  $150. 
This  hard-earned  sum— limited  as  it  was — formed  the  nu- 
cleus of  what  has  since  become  a respectable  fortune.  With 
it  he  set  up  a country  store,  and  shortly  after  the  commence- 
ment of  this  enterprise,  then  very  doubtful  of  success,  was 
enabled  to  enlarge  it  by  the  voluntarily  given  aid  of  a 
number  of  gentlemen  who  learned  to  admire  his  integrity 


and  indomitable  perseverance.  This  aid,  by  the  growing 
popularity  of  his  store,  he  was  enabled  in  a few  months  to 
repay  with  interest.  By  a careful  attention  to  the  details 
of  a business  which  in  a country  town  was  of  necessity 
compelled  to  cover  a range  of  articles  each  of  which  would 
have  made  a specialty  for  a city  store,  he  soon  obtained 
the  patronage  of  a large  section.  The  country  town  to 
which  he  had  first  migrated  was  now  a city,  and  his  estab- 
lishment, one  of  the  finest,  still  retained  its  early-won 
popularity.  He  grew  up  to  a position  of  prominence  as  a 
citizen,  entering  actively  into  all  schemes  for  municipal  im- 
provement, and  contributing  largely  of  his  means  in  furthe- 
rance of  them.  He  continued  as  proprietor  of  the  store 
which  had  been  founded  through  the  most  zealous  appli- 
cation until  1S56,  when  his  son  succeeded  him.  He  was 
among  the  original  movers  in  the  establishment  there  of 
one  of  the  soundest  banks  in  the  country,  being  one  of  its 
most  painstaking  directors,  and  for  a number  of  years  its 
President.  While  taking  no  active  part  in  politics,  nor 
making  any  effort  to  secure  office,  he  has  been  repeatedly 
honored  with  an  election  to  the  Town  Councils,  his  services 
in  them  covering  a period  of  eighteen  years.  In  the  capa- 
city of  a 'municipal  legislator  he  acted  intelligently,  and 
with  a conscientious  regard  for  the  interests  of  his  fellow- 
citizens,  securing  in  each  successive  re-election  a gratifying 
endorsement'  from  the  Voters  of  both  parties.  He  invested 
largely  in  building  improvements,  and  some  of  the  finest 
structures  in  the  city  of  his  residence  are  conspicuous  evi- 
dences of  his  enterprise  and  liberality.  lie  is  one  of  the 
few  men  who  have  carved  out  a fortune  under  the  most 
trying  of  adverse  circumstances.  In  his  dealings  he  was 
always  prompt,  filling  all  contracts  in  the  spirit  and  to  the 
letter  of  the  agreements.  He  soon  won  a reputation  for 
sterling  integrity,  the  lustre  of  which  time  has  not  served 
to  diminish.  lie  is  an  able  and  far-sighted  financier,  and 
bis  opinion  as  such  is  frequently  consulted.  He  married 
Eliza  West,  daughter  of  Thomas  West,  of  Delaware  county, 
January  31st,  1S28,  their  union  being  a very  happy  one. 


' RLINGTON,  HON.  EDWARD,  Lawyer  and 
Congressman,  was  born  near  Westchester, 
Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  September  17th, 
1795.  Ilis  father,  Jes-.e,  came  from  the  well- 
known  Sharpless  family,  which  at  a period  long 
antecedent  to  his  birth  took  up  a large  tract  of 
land  in  Middletown  township,  the  major  portion  of  which 
has  lineally  descended.  Ilis  ancestors  on  both  sides  came 
over  with  the  Penns.  Ilis  first  instruction  was  received  in 
a log  school-house,  where  he  continued  to  study  until  his 
fifteenth  year.  Text  books  at  that  time  were  few  in  num- 
ber and  poorly  constructed,  but  by  patient  application  he 
succeeded  in  securing  the  highest  benefits  from  the  rude 
means  placed  within  his  reach.  From  Middletown,  where 
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these  youthful  school  days  were  passed,  he  went  to  the  ohl 
academy  at  Westchester,  which  at  that  time  ranked  as  an 
excellent  institution,  the  professors  being  gentlemen  of  un- 
usual attainments.  Here  he  remained  until  his  ninteenth 
year,  when  he  had  so  far  advanced  in  scholastic  acquirements 
as  to  he  capable  of  teaching.  He  was  soon  solicited  to  as- 
sume the  prcceptorship  of  a school  in  bucks  county,  and 
his  success  evinced  that  he  had  acquired  the  rare  art  of  im- 
parting to  others  what  he  himself  had  thoroughly  learned. 
For  two  years  and  a half  he  taught  in  this  and  Delaware 
counties,  and  then  surrendered  his  engagements  for  the 
purpose  of  entering  upon  the  study  of  law.  In  1S18,  he 
entered  the  office  of  Samuel  Edward,  of  Delaware  county, 
and,  in  1S20,  having  successfully  passed  the  ordeal  of  a 
rigid  examination,  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  In  Novem- 
ber, 1S21,  he  opened  an  office  in  Chester  City,  and  con- 
tinued in  the  practice  of  his  profession  there  until  the  re- 
moval of  the  county  scat  to  Media,  in  1S50,  and  succeeded 
in  the  latter  place  in  obtaining  an  extensive  and  profitable 
patronage.  His  ability  was  early  recognized  by  the  citizens 
of  his  district,  and,  in  1S33,  he  was  sent  to  Congress,  being 
successively  returned  until  1S39.  While  acting  in  this  Con- 
gressional capacity  he  filled  many  important  positions  on 
various  committees,  remaining  on  that  of  Claims  of  the 
House  from  1S35  until  his  retirement  from  this  public  office 
in  1S39.  He  tilled  the  position  of  District  Attorney  for 
his  county  for  a number  of  terms,  and  in  this  capacity  se- 
cured a fine  reputation  as  a Prosecuting  Attorney.  In  1863, 
lie  relinquished  the  practice  of  the  law,  being  succeeded 
by  his  son,  G.  E.  Darlington.  In  1S27,  he  married  Ann 
Eyre,  a lady  of  rare  culture,  descending  from  a highly  es- 
teemed family  of  Delaware  county.  He  has  been  promi- 
nent in  a number  of  business  enterprises,  was  for  many 
years  a Director  of  the  Delaware  Mutual  Insurance  Com- 
pany, and  is  a gentleman  of  rare  learning  and  pleasing 
address. 
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OREM  AN,  IION.  ARTHUR  INGRAHAM, 
' Lawyer  and  United  Stales  Senator,  was  born 
in  Wayncsburg,  Pennsylvania,  luly  24th,  1S23. 
Ilis  grandfather  was  a native  of  London,  who 
emigrated  to  America  before  the  Revolution,  and 
served  in  that  conflict  as  a private,  and  eventually 
as  a Paymaster  of  the  Continental  Army.  Upon  the  con- 
clusion of  that  war,  he  settled  permanently  in  Wayncsburg, 
and  was  honored  with  an  election  to  many  positions  of 
trust  and  responsibility  in  that  town  and  county.  In  his 
childhood,  Arthur  Ingraham  was  taken  by  his  father  to 
Tyler  county,  West  Virginia,  where,  after  receiving  a com- 
mon school  education,  he  engaged  in  the  study  of  the  law 
with  his  brother  and  brother-in  law  in  Middletown.  He 
prosecuted  his  study  with  great  application,  and  under  ex- 
cellent supervision,  and  was  early  prepared  for  admission 
to  the  bar.  This  event  did  not  take  place,  however,  until 


May,  1843.  In  November  following  he  commenced  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  Parkersburg,  attaining  soon  a 
fine  reputation  as  a jurist  and  an  able  advocate.  He  was 
retained  early  in  his  career  as  a lawyer  in  a number  of 
difficult  as  well  as  important  cases,  find  the  sterling  ability 
he  exhibited  in  conducting  them  promised  great  success  as 
a pleader,  which  has  been  more  than  realized.  He  has 
ever  since  continued  in  this  practice  in  Parkersburg,  save 
during  the  intervals  when  he  has  been  called  to  perform 
official  duties.  In  1855,  he  was  elected  to  the  Virginia 
House  of  Delegates,  and  successively  re-elected  until  i860. 
He  was  a member  of  the#  Legislature  which,  amid  the 
intense  popular  excitement  of  the  time,  held  an  extra 
session,  in  1SG1,  to  discuss  the  propriety  of  seceding,  and 
his  efforts  against  that  movement  were  very  conspicuous. 
During  the  same  year  he  presided  over  the  Convention  as- 
sembled at  Wheeling  to  re-organize  the  Slate  government  ; 
and  in  the  ensuing  October  was  elected  Judge  of  the  Cir- 
cuit Court  of  the  Slate,  exercising  the  functions  of  that 
office  until  his  unanimous  election  as  first  Governor  of 
West  Virginia  in  1863.  He  was  re-elected  in  1864  without 
a dissenting  vote,  continued  to  wield  the  executive  power 
with  a rare  conception  of  the  most  urgent  needs  of  the 
State  and  Nation  during  that  trying  period,  and  was  again 
re  elected  in  1866.  In  1S6S,  he  declined  to  be  a candi- 
date for  the  same  high  office,  and  was  then  honored  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  new  State  by  an  election  to  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  taking  his  seat  March  4th,  1S69.  In 
politics  he  is  Republican.  He  served  with  great  efficiency 
on  the  Committees  on  Manufactures,  Territories,  and  Politi- 
cal Disabilities,  and  during  the  43rd  Congress  has  been 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Territories  as  well  as  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Claims.  He  is  a clear  and 
powerful  speaker,  with  a rare  power  for  analysis,  which  is 
often  exerted  in  debate.  He  is  an  industrious  worker,  a 
strict  adherent  to  principle,  and  his  liberal  sentiments  have 
won  the  admiration  of  his  colleagues. 


VA1EAD,  JOHN  R.,  Counsellor  and  Attorney-at-Law, 
was  born  in  Philadelphia,  January  15th,  1843, 
descending  on  his  father’s  side  from  an  old  and 
highly  respectable  family  of  New  Jersey.  Ilis 
early  education  was  carefully  conducted,  his 
parents  placing  him  under  the  preceptorship  of  a 
number  of  fine  scholars  who  had  obtained  a long  experience 
in  the  instruction  of  youth.  He  went  through  the  prescribed 
courses  of  the  Union  and  Pennsylvania  Academy  of  Phila- 
delphia, making  rapid  progress  in  all  his  studies.  Upon  the 
completion  of  his  academic  career  he  associated  with  his 
uncle,  Charles  II.  Cummings,  in  the  mercantile  business, 
and  after  passing  a period  in  this  relation,  during  which  he 
obtained  a very  full  knowledge  of  counting-house  details, 
he  entered  the  house  of  Hillings,  Roope  .3.  Washington,  re- 
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maining  with  them  until  July  1st,  1S61.  At  this  time  he 
determined  to  gratify  an  early  developed  inclination,  and 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  St.  George 
Tucker  Campbell,  an  able  advocate  recently  deceased. 
Under  the  mentorship  of  this  gentleman,  he  read  the  various 
text-books  and  digests  with  marked  success,  and  passed  a 
creditable  examination,  being  admitted  to  the  bar  February 
1st,  1864.  In  order  to  make  himself  thoroughly  familiar 
with  the  details  of  his  chosen  profession,  he  supplemented 
the  ordinary  legal  training  by  attending  the  lectures  in  the 
Department  of  Law  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  re- 
ceiving in  this  way  the  fruits  of  the  experience  of  many  of 
the  ablest  lawyers  of  this  country.  lie  remained  with  Mr. 
Campbell  until  September,  1867,  actively  assisting  the  latter 
in  important  cases  involving  the  interests  of  large  corpora- 
tions. Since  his  admission,  lie  has  secured  a large  and 
lucrative  practice,  being  now  the  senior  member  of  the  firm 
of  Read  & Pettit.  lie  has  always  been  a consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Democratic  party,  and  has  an  influential  voice  in 
its  local  councils.  His  first  vote  was  cast  for  General  George 
li.  McClellan,  when  a candidate  for  the  Presidency.  In 
1S6S,  he  favored  the  nomination  of  the  late  Chief  Justice 
Chase  for  the  same  position,  but  opposed  that  of  the  late 
Horace  Greeley  in  1872  as  ill-advised.'  He  was  elected 
Democratic  Delegate  from  the  Second -Senatorial  District; 
embracing  the  9th,  10th,  13th,  14th,  15th  and  29th  Wards 
of  Philadelphia,  to  the  recent  Convention  to  revise  and 
amend  the  Constitution  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  appointed 
a member  and  selected  as  Secretary  of  the  important  Com- 
mittee on  Legislation.  The  records  of  that  Convention 
show  that  his  services  were  of  no  Common  character.  As 
a speaker  he  is  clear,  earnest  and  logical.  ’ He  particularly 
urged  on  the  floor  and  in  committee  the  expediency  and 
propriety  of  transferring  the  trials  of  contested  seats  in  the 
State  Legislature  from  the  houses  in  which  they  occurred  to 
the  courts,  and  the  remodelling  of  the  Judicial  system  of 
the  State,  as  well  as  the  amendment  of  the  aldermanic  sys- 
tem of  Philadelphia.  In  November,  1S65,  he  married  a 
daughter  of  E.  S.  Powell,  a prominent  shipping  merchant 
of  New  York. 
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''  LLIS,  COLONEL  RICHARD,' Builder,  Soldier, 
and  Clerk  of  the  Orphans’  Court  of  Philadelphia, 
was  born  Friday,  July  28th,  1S19,  in  Philadel- 
phia, of  Irish  parentage.  His  father,  George 
Ellis,  was  well  known  in  th  it  city  as  a brewer, 
being  one  ol  the  firm  of  Rudman  & Ellis,  and 
having  ei.i.gialel  to  this  country  in  1S16.  Ricl.it  re- 
ceived an  excellent  education  both  in  the  common  ai  d 
private  schools  of  the  city,  having  been  a student  under 
William  Collom,  in  Commissioners’  Hall,  Northern  Liber- 
ties, George  Ilipple,  in  Brook  street,  and  afterwards  under 
the  preceptor-ship  of  the  father  of  Hon.  William  B.  Mann, 
District  Attorney  of  Philadelphia.  He  was  early  appren- 


ticed to  the  house  carpentering  trade,  under  Thomas  B. 
Patterson,  a gentleman  who  had  served  with  John  Rice,  one 
of  the  prominent  builders  of  his  native  city.  This  appren- 
ticeship commenced  in  March,  1837,  and  lie  soon  acquired 
unusual  proficiency  in  the  various  details  of  this  important 
trade.  After  the  completion  of  his  term  of  service,  he  re- 
mained with  Mr.  Patterson,  as  foreman  of  that  gentleman’s 
establishment,  for  a number  of  years.  While  in  this  capa- 
city, he  supervised  the  construction  of  the  first  cottages  put 
up  by  Philadelphia  carpenters  at  Cape  May.  This  was  as 
early  as  the  spring  of  1S44,  when  only  a few  could  be  found 
who  believed  in  the  ultimate  importance  of  that  place  as  a 
seaside  resort.  LTpon  his  return  to  Philadelphia  he  con- 
tinued as  house  carpenter  for  some  years,  and  then  engaged 
with  Clement  Keen  & Brother  as  a shipjoiner.  With  this 
firm  he  remained  until  1S50.  By  this  time  he  was  not  only 
a well-known  but  a popular  citizen  of  Philadelphia,  whose 
courage,  firmness,  and  excellent  judgment  had  been  tested 
on  many  occasions.  In  that  year  he  was  by  the  City  Coun- 
cils elected  as  Lieutenant  of  Police,  then  under  the  late 
Marshall  Keyser,  and  continued  in  this  office  until  the  con- 
solidation of  the  various  districts  into  one  municipality,  in 
1854,  when  he  was  selected  by  Mayor  Robert  T.  Conrad 
for  the  detective  branch  of  the  new  police  force.  So  ex- 
cellently did  he  fulfil  all  the  grave  and  often  onerous  duties 
of  that  office,  that  upon  the  incoming  of  Mayor  Alexander 
Henry  he  was  among  the  very  first  officials  re-appointed. 
He  continued  under  the  able  administration  of  this  gentle- 
man in  the  Same  position  until  January,  1861,  when  Gov- 
ernor Curtin  appointed  him  Whiskey  Inspector  for  the  Port 
of  Philadelphia.  In  this  year  the  first  flame  of  the  Rebel- 
lion burst  out,  and  he  was  one  of  the  foremost  to  offer  his 
services  to  the  National  Government.  He  was  mustered 
in,  May  25th,  1861,  as  Captain  of  Company  D,  2nd  Penn- 
sylvania Reserves,  Colonel  William  B.  Mann,  Command- 
ing, having  been  actively  engaged  in  recruiting  his  com- 
pany from  the  date  of  the  firing  on  Fort  Sumter.  Ilis  regi- 
ment went  to  the  front,  and  in  all  its  engagements  he  con- 
ducted himself  with  great  gallantry.  On  October  28th, 
1863,  he  was  promoted  from  Captain  to  Major;  was  bre- 
vetted  Lieutenant-Colonel  March  13th,  1864,  and  was  mus- 
tered out  of  service  June  1 6th,  1S65.  During  the  continu- 
ance, of  his  military  duties  he  retained  the  position  to  which 
Governor  Curtin  had  appointed  him,  and  prior  to  the  expi- 
ration of  his  term  in  this  office,  was  appointed  United 
.States  Revenue  Gauger,  and  held  the  position  until  1869. 
In  January,  1S71,  he-  was  appointed  by  Hon.  William  S. 
Stokl.-y  as  I .tenant  of  the  5th  Police  District,  and  so 

>01  veil  until  tail  of  i>7  .chon,  having  been  elected  by 

a large  majority  l'  . ik  ul  ; I ..  Orphan-,’  Court  of  Philadel- 
phia, he  relinquished  his  police  duties  and  entered  upon  the 
discharge  of  those  devolving  upon  him  as  an  important  court 
official.  Politically,  he  was  originally  a Whig,  and  ever 
since  its  organization  has  been  a staunch  and  zealous  sup- 
porter of  the  Republican  parly.  He  was  a member  of  the 
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Convention  which,  at  Baltimore  in  1S44,  nominated 
Henry  Clay  for  the  Presidency,  and  a delegate  in  the  con- 
ventions in  Chicago  in  1S60  and  in  1S6S,  which  nominated 
respectively  Lincoln  and  Grant.  In  the  local  and  State 
councils  of  his  party  he  has  frequently  been  conspicuous, 
and  has  always  been  regarded  as  one  of  those  workers  to 
whom  its  success  was  mainly  due.  In  manners  he  is  ex- 
ceedingly affable,  and  in  the  prosecution  of  all  the  varied 
duties  which  he  has  been  elected  to  perform,  he  has  exer- 
cised a carefully  trained  and  discreet  mind,  and  an  unusual 
degree  of  industry  and  tact. 


CH  RIVER  EDMUND,  Brevet-Major-General 
United  States  Army,  was  born  in  York  county! 
Pennsylvania,  September  16th,  1812;  received 
a thorough  education  at  the  Mount  Airy  Military 
and  Classical  Lyceum,  under  the  charge  of  Colonel 
Rumford,  and  entered  the  United  States  Military 
Academy  July  1st,  1S29.  He  continued  his  military  studies, 
and  graduating  July  Is*>  !^33>  was  immediately  promoted  to 
Brevet  Second  Lieutenant  of  the  2nd  Artillery,  serving  in 
garrison  in  Tennessee  and  in  the  Creek  Nation,  Alabama, 
until  March  iSth,  1S34,  when  he  received  the  appointment 
of  Assistant  Instructor  of  Infantry  Tactics  at  the  Military 
Academy,  and  was  commissic  ne  1 also  as  Second  Lieutenant 
of  the  2nd  Artillery'.  He  remained  at  the  Academy  until 
relieved,  July  23d,  1S35,  and  on  the  25th  was  assigned  to 
duty  in  the  Adjutant-General’s  office  in  Washington.  Dur- 
ing this  service  he  was  promoted  to  the  position  of  First 
Lieutenant  2nd  Artillery,  November  1st,  1S36,  anil  on  July 
7th,  1S3S,  to  Captain  of  Staft  of  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
He  continued  in  this  capacity  in  Washington  until  Septem- 
ber 1st,  1S41,  save  during  the  time  of  his  gallant  services  in 
the  Florida  war  in  1S39;  he  was  then  assigned  to  duty  at 
the  Headquarters  of  the  Eastern  Department,  and  while 
there  was  commissioned,  August  17th,  1S42,  Captain  of 
the  2nd  Artillery,  retaining  that  position  until  his  resigna- 
tion, July  31st,  1846.  In  1S47,  he  was  elected  Treasurer 
of  the  Saratoga  & Washington  Railroad  Company,  as  well 
as  of  the  Saratoga  8:  Schenectady,  and  Rensselaer  & 
Saratoga  Railroad  Companies.  Of  the  last  named  he  was 
elected  President  in  1S51,  and  severing  his  connection  with 
the  Saratoga  8:  Washington  line  in  1S52,  devoted  himself 
with  untiring  industry  to  the  improvement  of  the  last  two 
roads,  until  the  outbreak  of  the  war  in  1S61,  when  lie  be- 
came Colonel  of  Staff  and  Aide-de-Cnmp  to  Governor  Mor- 
gan of  New  York,  with  whom  he  served  from  April  to  July 
14th,  assisting  in  the  organization  of  the  first  thirty-eight 
regiments  of  New  York  Volunteers.  Commissioned  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel, May  14th,  1S61,  he  recruited  the  nth 
United  States  Infantry;  from  July  iSth  to  October  141I1 
same  year,  was  stationed  at  Fort  Independence,  Massachu- 
setts, and  from  October  16th  to  March  151I1,  1S62,  at  Perry- 


ville,  Maryland,  then  a great  depot  of  supplies,  having  here 
the  command  of  two  regiments.  With  these  two,  and  two 
others  just  assigned  him,  he  marched  to  Fairfax  Court 
House,  where  he  joined  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  Became 
Chief  of  Staff,  and  on  'May  18th,  1S62,  Colonel  of  Staff  of 
1st  Army  Corps,  General  McDowell  commanding.  He 
was  with  the  advance  army  in  Virginia,  participating  in  the 
Shenandoah  Campaign  (June  and  July,  1862),  North  Vir- 
ginia Campaign  (August  and  September,  1862),  in  the 
battles  at  Cedar  Mountain,  passage  of  the  Rappahannock, 
Manassas  and  Chantilly,  behaving  in  all  these  with  g’rcat 
bravery  and  daring.  He  was  then  summoned  to  attend  a 
Court  of  Inquiry  at  Washington,  and  upon  its  adjournment, 
was  appointed,  in  response  to  the  application  of  General 
Hooker,  Acting  Inspector-General  of  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac, and  was,  in  the  March  following,  commissioned  as 
Inspector-General,  United  States  Army,  continuing  in  that 
capacity  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  until  March,  1865, 
having  been  engaged  in  the  battles  of  Chancellorsville  and 
Gettysburg!).  In  partial  recognition  of  his  gallant  services, 
Major-General  Meade  made  him  the  bearer  to  the  War 
Department  of  the  thirty-one  battle-flags  and  other  trophies 
of  victory  which  were  captured  at  Gettysburg.  He  took  a 
conspicuous  part  in  the  pursuit  of  the  Confederate  army 
through  Virginia,  ending  at  Mine  Run,  November  30th, 
1S63,  and  served  in  the  Richmond  Campaign,  which  cov- 
ered the  operations  from  the  Rapidan  to  Petersburg.  He 
was  brevclled  Brigadier-General  United  States  Army, 
August  1st,  1S64,  “ for  faithful  and  meritorious  services  in 
the  field,”  and  on  March  13th,  1S65,  “ for  meritorious  and 
distinguished  services  during  the  Rebellion,”  was  made 
Brevet  Major-General  United  Slates  Army.  From  March 
22(1  to  June  23d,  1S65,  he  was  ordered  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  special  duty;  from  June  28th,  to  August  23d,  and 
from  October  7th  to  November  30th  of  the  same  year,  made 
an  inspecth  n of  the  Quartermaster  Departments.  Decem- 
ber 10th,  1 63,  took  charge  of  the  Inspection  Bureau,  and 
was  at  the  jam;  time  re-assigned  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
special  duty.  July  30th,  1S66,  was  appointed  Inspector  of 
the  United  States  Military  Academy,  but  in  April,  1871,  was 
relieved  of  that  duty  and  the  responsibility  of  the  Inspection 
Bureau.  Since  that  time  he  has  employed  himself  solely 
with  the  functions  of  his  office  as  Inspector-General  of  the 
Army  under  the  immediate  orders  of  the  War  Secretary. 


ALVIN,  IION.  SAMUEL,  Lawyer,  was  born  July 
30th,  1 S 1 1 , in  Washington,  Montour  county, 
Pennsylvania,  his  parents  being  Matthew  Calvin 
and  Mary  Hutchinson.  Upon  his  father’s  side 
he  is  descended  from  a venerable  family,  which 
^ ■ numbered  many  representative  men,  and  was 
brought  up  in  the  Presbyterian  faith,  to  which  he  still  ad- 
heres. 1 1 is  primary  education  was  very  carefully  conducted, 
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and  upon  being  sent  to  the  Milton  Academy,  lie  became  the 
classmate  of  Governor  Curtin,  and  in  his  company  prose- 
cuted his  studies  with  meritorious  zeal,  lly  a sudden  and 
unexpected  misfortune  his  father  was  deprived  of  his  prop- 
erty, and  he  was  early  thrown  upon  his  own  resources.  This 
domestic  affliction  occurred  while  he  was  in  his  seventeenth 
year,  and  before  the  completion  of  his  academic  course, 
lie  had,  however,  applied  himself  with  so  much  devotion 
and  success  to  his  books,  that  at  that  time  he  was  capable 
of  teaching.  This  labor  he  at  once  assumed,  giving  entire 
salfsfaction  to  the  many  families  who  placed  their  children 
in  his  charge.  Subsequently  he  was  intrusted  with  the 
charge  of  Huntingdon  Academy,  applying  all  his  leisure 
time  to  the  study  of  law.  Among  the  pupils  placed  under 
his  instruction  were  Judge  Porter,  George  and  Titian  Coffey, 
ana  a number  of  others  who  have  since  earned  the  highest 
distinction  in  the  judicial  and  mercantile  capacity.  In  1S36, 
he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar,  rising  rapidly  in  his  profession 
and  in  public  estimation.  By  careful  and  persistent  reading 
and  long-matured  habits  of  meditation,  he  obtained  a pro- 
found knowledge  of  the  law.  1 1 is  arguments  were  models 
of  concise  and  logical  reasoning,  and  invariably  attracted 
attention.  In  1S4S,  he  was  elected  to  Congress,  serving 
one  term,  and  declining  a re-nomination,  which  was  urged 
upon  him,  preferring  to  continue  in  the  practice  of  a profes- 
sion for  which  he  had  not  only  a love  but  a natural  aptitude, 
lie  occupied  many  offices  of  local  responsibility',' and  was 
selected  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  Constitutional  Convention 
of  1872-3  caused  by  the  death  of  lion.  Hugh  Macalester. 
I11  this  Convention,  his  suggestions,  which  were  the  prompt- 
ings of  an  extensive  experience,  had  great  weight  in  the 
disposition  of  the  many  questions  relative  to  the  then-exist- 
ing judiciary.  He  has  always  taken  a lively  interest  in  all 
matters  of  local  and  State  improvement,  and  has  contributed 
largely  in  means  and  self-application  in  their  furtherance. 
II  e married  Rebecca  Smith  Blodgett,  and  has  two  children, 
a son  ami  a daughter.  His  present  residence  is  Ilollidays- 
burgh,  Pennsylvania,  where  his  enterprise  and  influence  are 
very  sensibly  appreciated. 


| RIGHT,  RICHARDSON  L„  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  Senator,  was  born 
in  the  Province  of  Ulster,  Ireland,  on  August  30th, 
1S20.  On  the  side  of  his-father,  Robert  Erskine 
Wright,  he  is  connected  with  the  families  of 
Wright,  Erskine,  and  Irwin,  of  Tyrone,  and  on 
that  of  his  mother,  Mary  Richardson  Little,  with  those  of 
Little,  Richardson,  and  Armstrong,  of  Armagh  and  Fer- 
managh.  1 1 is  ancestors  on  both  sides  were  of  the  stock 
known  as  Scolch-Irish,  the  descendants  of  which  race  form 
so  large  a proportion  of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania.  His 
parents  emigrated  in  the  first  place  to  St.  Joint,  New  Bruns- 
wick, and  finally,  when  he  was  nine  years  old,  to  the 


United  States.  They  settled  in  Philadelphia,  where  they 
continued  to  reside  until  their  death,  and  in  that  city  Rich- 
ardson L.  Wright  received  his  education.  His  early  man- 
hood was  devoted  to  mechanical  and  mercantile  pursuits.  In 
the  year  1S51  he  retired  from  business  and  removed  to 
Frankford.  In  1S52,  he  was  elected  a member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  taking  his  seat  in  that  body  in 
January,  1853.  lie  was  re-elected  in  1853  and  1S54, 
though  but  a portion  of  the  ticket  on  which  he  ran  was  suc- 
cessful, and  at  the  commencement  of  the  session  of  1855 
he  was  the  candidate  of  his  parly  for  the  Speakership.  In 
the  same  year  he  was  elected  to  the  House  for  a fourth 
term,  and  at  the  organization  of  that  body  in  January,  1856, 
he  became  the  unanimous  choice  of  his  friends  for  the  office 
of  Speaker,  to  which  distinguished  position  he  was  duly 
elected.  It  may  be  noted  that  lie  was  the  third  Speaker  of 
the  House  from  the  county  of  Philadelphia  in  a period  of 
sixty-six  years.  In  the  autumn  of  1856  he  received  the 
nomination  for  the  office  of  Senator,  and  was  elected  by  an 
unusually  large  majority.  During  three  years’  service  in 
the  Senate  he  was  a member  of  the  Committee  on  Finance 
and  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Corporations.  On  re- 
tiring from  the  Senate  in  1859,  he  was  nominated  by  the 
State  Convention  for  the  office  of  Auditor  General  by  nearly 
a two-thirds  voteon  the  first  and  only  ballot.  Though  run- 
ning far  above  his  ticket,  the  dissensions  and  divisions  of 
his  party  on  National  issues  prevented  a successful  result. 
In  March,  1S67,  on  the  recommendation  of  Senator  Bucka- 
lew,  he  was  appointed  United  States  Assessor  for  the  Fifth 
District-  of  Pennsylvania  by  President  Johnson,  and  con- 
firmed by  the  Senate.  During  his  career  in  this  branch  of 
the  public  service  he  received  the  commendations  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Commissioner  of  Internal 
Revenue  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  delicate  and  im- 
portant duties  pertaining  to  his  office.  I11  1872,  his  friends 
appealed  to  him  to  become  a candidate, for  the  House  once 
more,  and  in  their  letter  urging  his  acceptance  of  the  nomi- 
nation used  the  following  language  : “ Distinguished  service 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  and  Senate  in  former  years, 
and  your  unblemished  deportment  in  public  and  private 
life,  tit  you  in  an  eminent  degree  for  the  post  of  standard- 
bearer  in  our  district  at  this  time.  ‘ I11  view  of  the  general 
disposition  to  have  reform  introduced  into  our  State,  when 
we  set  up  candidates  around  whom  public  confidence  can 
gather,  we  are  entitled  to  appeal  to  men  of  all  parlies  and 
shades  of  opinion  to  go  with  us,  and  to  establish  a new  de- 
parture which  shall  be  one  of  purity,  energy,  faithfulness, 
integrity,  and  justice  in  government.’  ” In  reply,  lie  wrote; 
“ I accept  your  goodwill  offering,  and  thank  you  for  the  de- 
sire expressed  to  aid  in  conferring  on  me  additional  honors; 
and  while  I cordially  endorse  the  sentiments  so  clearly  ex- 
pressed by  Senator  Buckalew,  as  quoted  at  the  close  of 
your  letter,  1 have  no  new  promise  to  make  or  pledge  to 
give  you.  In  the  event  of  my  nomination  and  election,  the 
record  of  the  past  must  serve  as  a guide  to  my  future  con- 
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duct.  The  Journals  of  the  House  of  Representatives  ami 
Senate  during  a period  of  seven  years’  service  in  those 
bodies  clearly  indicate  my  opinions  and  line  of  conduct  on 
all  measures  affecting  the  rights,  interests,  and  welfare  of 
the  people.”  In  an  address  to  the  Convention  after  his 
nomination,  he  said  : “ Next  to  a conscience  void  of  offence 
before  God,  the  confidence  and  respect  of  our  families, 
friends  and  neighbors  are  results  most  worthy  to  be  highly 
prized.  The  man  who  cannot  command  the  confidence 
and  respect  of  those  who  are  near  him,  and  witness  his 
daily  walk  and  practice,  is  not  worthy  of  the  public  support 
for  any  office.”  In  conclusion  he  thanked  the  Convention 
for  the  honor  conferred,  and  in  the  event  of  his  election 
hoped  to  merit  a continuance  of  their  regard  and  favor  by 
active  and  unwearied  attention  to  public  duty.  These  sen- 
timents ami  expressions  indicate  the  character  of  the  man. 
In  December  of  that  year  he  was  appointed  a member  of 
the  Board  of  Public  Education  of  the  First  School  District 
of  Pennsylvania  by  the  Court  of  Common  Tleas,  and  in  Janu- 
ary following  took  his  seat  in  that  body.  He  entered,  in 
1S54,  upon  the  study  of  the  law  under  Chief  Justice  Read, 
but  never  practised  his  profession  owing  to  his  continuous 
public  service.  He  married,  in  1846,  Eleanor  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  George  S.  Roberts,  of  the  Northern  Liberties. 
Trained  among  the  friends  and  supporters  of  Presidents 
Jackson  and  Van  Burcn,  he  is  by  education  a Democrat,  to 
which  organization  he  has  adhered,  serving  as  a representa- 
tive of  its  doctrines  and  principles.  In  his  legislative  career 
he  exhibited  force  and  ability  as  a debater,  and  having  posi- 
tive opinions  on  all  public  questions,  lie  acquired  the  posi- 
tion of  a leader,  and  exercised  great  influence  in  and  beyond 
his  party.  In  all  his  relations  public  and  private,  he  is  a 
striking  example  of  integrity  and  strict  adherence  to  prin- 
ciple. 
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OFFEY,  GEORGE  ALEXANDER,  Lawyer,  was 
born  in  Huntingdon,  Pennsylvania,  December 
20th,  1820,  being  the  son  of  Dr.  James  Coffey,  a 
leading  physician  of  the  central  district  of  the 
State.  He  was  educated  at  Dickinson  College, 
and  graduated  at  the  head  of  his  class  in  1S41, 
having  won  great  distinction  for  his  rare  intellectual  powers. 
This  class,  which  was  one  of  marked  ability,  has  produced 
a number  of  men  who  have  become  distinguished  in  scien- 
tific and  commercial  pur.-uits.  Especially  was  he  noted  for 
his  brilliant  powers  as  a speaker,  and  this  led  him  for 
time  to  prepare  himself  for  the  ministry.  Eventually  he 
adopted  the  law  as  his  profession,  being  admitted  to  prac- 
tice in  Blair  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  1S50,  and  shortly  after 
that  admission,  so  rapidly  did  he  gain  in  public  esteem,  he 
was  appointed  Deputy  Attorney  General  for  that  county. 
During  his  incumbency  of  this  office,  the  work  of  construct- 
ing the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  was  in  progress  in  that  sec- 
tion, and  it  became  his  duty  to  conduct  the  prosecution  of  a 


'll! 

series  of  trials  for  murder  committed  along  the  route  of  this 
then  new  and  novel  highway,  and  in  fulfilling  this  grave 
rcsponsibilty,  he  gained  an  enviable  reputation  as  a criminal 
lawyer.  In  1855,  he  removed  to  Philadelphia,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession,  and  rose  rapidly 
to  distinction.  In  1861,  he  was  appointed  United  Slates 
District  Attorney  for  the  Eastern  District  of  Pennsylvania, 
by  President  Lincoln,  and  his  elevation  met  with  the  almost 
unanimous  approval  of  the  Bench  and  Bar  of  that  city,  lie 
held  that  responsible  post  until  the  time  of  his  premature 
death,  which  occurred  February  20th,  1864,  an  event  has- 
tened by  the  excessive  labors  in  the  United  States  Court, 
naturally  accruing  from  the  civil  war.  He  was  an  early 
abolitionist,  and,  from  18561111111  the  election  of  President 
Lincoln,  continued  with  his  eloquent  voice  ami  his  trench- 
ant arguments  to  war  upon  the  barbarisms  of  slavery,  and 
to  awaken  a popular  sentiment  against  it,  one  of  the  results 
of  which  was  the  organization  and  subsequent  triumphs 
of  the  Republican  Party.  He  was  a delegate  from  Phila- 
delphia to  the  Chicago  Convention  in  1S60,  which  nomi- 
nated Mr.  Lincoln,  and  in  the  stirring  campaign  which 
followed  in  Pennsylvania,  his  voice  was  heard  in  every  sec- 
tion. As  an  orator  he  scarcely  had  an  equal,  and  his  ser- 
vices in  this  respect  were  frequently  solicited.  Upon  two 
occasions  he  delivered  orations  to  the  college  societies  of 
his  alma  mater. 


OGERS,  HENRY  C.,  Deputy  Commissioner  of 
Internal  Revenue,  was  born  in  Erie  county, 
Pennsylvania,  May  27th,  1S26.  The  loss  of  his 
mother  at  a very  eariy  age  caused  the  breaking 
up  of  his  family,  when  he  was  taken  by  an  uncle, 
who  cared  for  him  for  four  years.  1 1 is  protector 
being  then  killed  by  the  bursting  of  a cannon,  the  lad  was 
again  homeless.  Up  to  this  time  and  until  he  was  fourteen 
years  old,  he  had  but  few  advantages  for  gaining  an  educa- 
tion, and  those  only  such  as  the  country  schools  of  that  day 
afforded.  Without  home  or  friends,  his  battle  of  life  com- 
menced early.  Bravely  he  accepted  any  employment  that  c 
offered,  beginning  with  merchandizing,  subsequently  run- 
ning a blast  furnace,  and  then  assisting  in  building  canals, 
until  in  1S55,  when  he  was  appointed  by  the  Sunbury  & 
Erie  (now  Erie  & Philadelphia)  Railroad  as  agent  to  pro- 
cure the  right  of  way  for  their  road  through  the  counties  of 
Erie,  Warren,  McKean  and  Elk.  In  this,  as  in  everything 
else  he  undertook,  he  displayed  fine  tact  and  good  judg- 
ment, and  won  the  commendation  of  those  who  employed 
him.  In  September,  1S62,  upon  the  organization  of  the 
Internal  Revenue  System,  he  was  appointed  Deputy  Col- 
lector by  J.  W.  Douglass,  then  Collector  of  Internal  Reve- 
nue for  the  loth  District  of  Pennsylvania,  and  filled  the 
duties  of  that  office  very  acceptably  until  the  following 
winter,  when  he  was  appointed  Assistant  Quartermaster  of 
United  Stales  Volunteers,  and  was  placed  in  charge  of  the 
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BIOGRAPHICAL  ENCYCLOPAEDIA. 


“ Clothing,  Camp,  and  Garrison  Equipage  Depot ” for  the 
Department  of  the  Susquehanna,  at  Harrisburg,  Pennsyl- 
vania. l or  ten  months  he  did  duty  in  that  capacity,  w hen 
ordered  to  the  front,  and  assigned  to  the  Cavalry  Corps 
under  Sheridan,  lie  did  good  service.  In  July,  1S64,  in 
consequence  of  sickness  in  his  family  he  was  compelled  to 
resign  ; and,  on  returning  home,  again  entered  the  Revenue 
Bureau,  as  Deputy  Collector.  In  1869,  Collector  Douglass 
resigned,  and  his  deputy  w'as  nominated  and  appointed  in 
his  place,  holding  the  office  for  two  years,  until  November, 
1S71.  He  was  then  appointed  Second  Deputy  Commis- 
sioner of  Internal  Revenue,  anil  in  February,  1S74,  was 
made  First  Deputy  Commissioner,  which  position  he  now 
holds.  He  has  done  good  service  in  this  office,  and  is 
certainly  entitled  to  the  gratitude  of  the  nation  for  some 
valuable  reforms.  It  was  he  who  prepared  and  secured  the 
adoption  by  the  Internal  Revenue  Bureau  of  the  draft  of 
the  Act  of  Congress,  of  December  24th,  1872,  which 
abolished  the  offices  of  Assessor  and  Assistant  Assessor  of 
Internal  Revenue,  and  provided  for  the  payment  of  licenses 
and  special  taxes  by  stamps.  The  results  obtained  by  the 
passage  of  this  act  have  been  an  annual  reduction  of  ex- 
penditures of  over  a million  and  a half,  and  an  actual  in- 
crease of  the  annual  receipts  from  these  sources  w ithout 
increase  of  taxation.  lie  is  one  of  the  most  capable  of 
government  officers,  is  possessed  of  fine  executive  ability, 
is  quick  of  decision,  and  to  a high  degree  conscientious 
in  the  performance  of  his  duties.  He  was  married,  in 
1S52,  to  a lady  who  lived  but  three  years  thereafter. 
He  took  a second  wife  in  1S57. 
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OFFEY,  TITIAN  J.,  Lawyer,  brother  of  George 
Alexander  Coffey,  was  born  in  Huntingdon, 
Pennsylvania,  December  5th,  1S24.  Receiving 
a thorough  academic  education,  he  commenced 
the  study  of  law'  with  lion.  Edward  Bates,  sub- 
sequently Attorney-General  of  the  United  States, 
at  St.  Louis.  Being  admitted  to  the  bar,  in  January,  1S46, 
he  returned  to  Pennsylvania,  and  began  practice  in  Holli- 
day.sburg.  In  the  spring  of  1S4S,  he  removed  to  Indiana, 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  formed  a partnership  with  a dis- 
tinguished jurist,  Hon.  Thomas  White.  During  the  suc- 
ceeding twelve  years,  he  practised  his  profession  regularly 
in  the  counties  of  Indiana,  Armstrong,  Jefferson,  and  Cam- 
bria; occasionally  going  to  remoter  portions  of  the  State 
in  response  to  calls  for  his  services.  During  that  period 
he  entered  earnestly  the  political  arena  becoming  repeatedly 
a delegate  to  the  Whig  State  Conventions,  and  a member 
of  the  Whig  State  Central  Committee.  lie  was  at  all 
times  an  earnest  and  effective  advocate  of  the  principles 
of  his  party,  lie  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  in  Western  Pennsylvania,  having  been  one  of 
the  sixty  bolters  from  the  National  Convention  which 


nominated  Fillmore  for  the  Presidency,  in  1S55.  Entering 
actively  into  the  campaign  of  1856,  he  was  nominated  and 
elected,  in  that  year,  to  the  Stale  Senate  for  three  years. 
While  a member  of  this  body,  he  introduced  and  secured 
the  passage  of  the  law  organizing  the  Normal  School  sys- 
tem of  Pennsylvania,  having  early  taken  a great  interest 
in  the  improvement  of  the  standard  of  popular  education 
in  that  State.  lie  was  the  first  to  introduce  and  to  advo- 
cate the  law,  which  has  since  been  enacted,  authorizing 
parties  to  testify  in  their  own  defence.  Having  declined  a 
re-election  to  the  State  Senate,  he  removed,  in  i860,  to 
Pittsburgh,  and  was  one  of  the  delegates  elected  by  the 
Republican  party,  that  year,  to  the  Chicago  Convention 
which  nominated  Abraham  Lincoln  for  the  Presidency. 
In  March,  1S61,  he  was  appointed  Assistant  Attorney- 
General  of  the  United  States,  retaining  that  position  until 
1S64,  when  he  resigned.  During  the  three  years  succeeding, 
his  services  were  frequently  secured  by  the  Government  in 
the  prosecution  of  important  cases,  especially  in  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court.  In  this  high  tribunal,  he  won  his 
greatest  distinction  as  a man  profoundly  learned  in  the  law, 
and  as  a reasoner,  clear,  logical,  and  eloquent.  It  was  his 
duty  to  conduct  the  prosecution  of  some  of  the  most  im- 
portant prize  cases  growing  out  of  the  Rebellion,  and  he 
acquitted  himself  with  uniform  success.  During  his  tenure 
of  office  as  Assistant  Attorney-General,  he  wrote  the  first 
official  opinion,  upon  which  the  Government  based  its  recog- 
nition of  the  right  of  colored  officers  and  troops  to  equal 
rank  and  pay  with  the  volunteer  organizations  of  the 
Army.  In  the  spring  of  1S69,  he  was  appointed  Secretary 
of  Legation  to  the  Court  of  St.  Petersburg,  and  accom- 
panied Governor  Curtin  on  his  mission  thereto.  He  re- 
signed in  1870,  but  continued  to  reside  in  Europe  until 
1873.  Although  still  a resident  of  Pennsylvania,  he  prac- 
tises his  profession  in  Washington,  District  of  Columbia, 
lie  married  Mary,  daughter  of  the  late  Andrew  L.  Kerr, 
of  Pittsburgh,  on  February  14th,  1S55. 
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ANGF.WER,  ALLEN  MATTER,  Chief  Clerk 
Third  Auditor’s  Office,  Treasury  Department, 
I was  born  in  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  June  27th, 
^ 1818.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Andrew  Gan- 

gewer,  was  a soldier  of  the  Revolution,  for 
k which  service  he  was  granted  a pension.  He 
lived  for  many  years  at  Allentown,  where  he  died  at  the 
age  of  ninety-six.  1 1 is  youngest  son,  George,  was  a prin- 
ter, and  published  a German  newspaper  in  Carlisle,  where 
he  married,  in  1S17.  He  died  in  1S19,  at  the  early  age 
of  twenty-six.  Allen’s  maternal  ancestors  were  Germans, 
having  emigrated  from  the  neighborhood  of  Alsace.  He 
was  educated  at  a private  school  kept  by  Gad  Day,  in  the 
old  College  building,  which  was  first  used  by  the  students 
of  Dickinson  College,  before  the  present  spacious  buildings 
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were  erected  for  their  use.  About  1S31.be  was  sent  to 
the  office  of  the  A mail  an  Volunteer  newspaper,  then 
printed  by  J.  <Sc  Win.  B.  Underwood,  to  learn  the  art  and 
mystery  of  printing.  1 le  continued  with  them  until  1S3S, 
when  be  removed  to  New  Bloomfield,  Perry  county,  where 
be  published  the  Perry  Forrester  newspaper.  In  1S40,  be 
removed  to  Berwick,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  became  part- 
ner in  the  publication  of  the  Berwick  Sentinel,  lie  was 
married,  in  Berwick,  April  5th,  1S42,  to  Anna  Maria, 
eldest  daughter  of  lion.  Jesse  C.  Horton,  of  Northumber- 
land county,  who  was  afterwards  a member  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania House  of  Representatives,  and  subsequently  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Senate.  In  1S44,  he  was  appointed 
Collector  of  Canal  Tolls,  at  Berwick,  and  in  1S46,  to  a 
Clerkship  in  the  Third  Auditor’s  Office,  at  Washington, 
District  of  Columbia.  When  he  first  came  to  Washington, 
James  K.  Polk  was  President,  James  Buchanan  Secretary 
of  State,  and  R.  J.  Walker  Secretary  of  Treasury.  At 
the  time  the  War  with  Mexico  was  in  progress,  and  at  its 
close,  an  exciting  discussion  arose  as  to  the  exclusion  of 
slavery  from  the  territory  acquired  from  Mexico.  In  the 
House  of  Representatives,  in  1S46,  David  Wilmot,  a 
Democrat  from  Pennsylvania,  introduced  what  was  called 
the  “ Wilmot  Proviso,”  by  which  slavery  was  to  be  ex- 
cluded from  any  territory  acquired  from  Mexico;  it  passed 
the  House  with  great  unanimity,  but  the  Senate  adjourned 
without  coming  to  a vote  on  it.  Mr.  Buchanan’s  celebrated 
Berks  county  Harvest  Home  Letter,  in  1S47,  changed  the 
question  at  issue,  so  that  the  “ Wilmot  Proviso,”  when 
again  proposed  in  the  House,  ceased  to  be  a practical 
question,  and  was  but  little  heard  of  afterwards.  Mr. 
Gangewer  was  warmly  in  favor  of  the  “ proviso,”  but  the 
prevailing  feeling  in  the  Departments  in  Washington  was 
against  it,  and,  in  the  fall  of  1S48,  he  was  removed.  In 
the  winter  of  1S54,  he  removed  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  and 
took  charge  of  The  Columbian , an  Anti-Slavery  weekly 
journal,  which  he  published  for  several  years,  when  it  was 
united  with  the  Ohio  State  Journal,  a daily  and  weekly 
newspaper.  Th  s paper  was  sold  to  Henry  I).  Cooke, 
afterwards  a member  of  the  firm  of  Jay  Cooke  & Co.,  also 
Governor  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  In  1S55,  lion.  S. 
P.  Chase  was  elected  Governor  of  Ohio,  and  a Republican 
Legislature  was  also  chosen.  Governor  Chase  was  re- 
elected in  1857,  and  Mr.  Gangewer  was  appointed  his 
private  Secretary.  After  this  came  the  election  cf  Mr. 
Lincoln  as  President,  in  1S60,  the  appointment  of  Gover- 
nor Chase  as  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  re-ap- 
pointment of  Mr.  Gangewer  as  a Clerk  in  the  Third 
Auditor’s  Office.  In  November,  tSf>3,  he  was  pro- 

moted to  the  Chief  Clerkship  in  Third  Auditor’s  Office, 
which  position  he  has  since  held;  besides,  that  of  Acting 
Auditor,  on  the  several  occasions,  when  vacancies  have 
occurred,  by  the  removal  or  resignation  of  several  in- 
cumbents of  the  office.  He  is  a gentleman  of  large  and 
varied  ability,  and  has  proved  himself  a valuable  official. 


ENCYCLOPAEDIA. 

/f^L9UMPIIREYS,  ANDREW  A.,  Brigadier  and  Bre- 
vet Major-General  United  States  Army,  was  born 
in  Philadelphia,  November  2d,  1S10,  and  at- 
tended school  in  his  native  city,  following  this 
study  with  a three  years’  course  in  the  Moravian 
School,  at  Nazareth,  Pennsylvania.  He  entered 
the  United  States  Military  Academy,  July  1st,  1827;  gradu- 
ated, July  1st,  1S31  ; was  promoted  Brevet  Second  Lieu- 
tenant 2nd  Artillery;  and  soon  receiving  his  commission  as 
Second  Lieutenant,  was  assigned  to  duty  at  Fort  Moultrie, 
South  Carolina,  where  he  remained  until  January  5th, 
1832,  when  he  was  detailed  for  special  duty  at  West  Point. 
On  April  1 81I1,  of  the  same  year,  he  was  sent  to  the  Chero- 
kee nation  ; from  1S33  to  August  22d,  1834,  was  on  duty 
at  Fort  Marion  and  the  Augusta  Arsenal,  Georgia,  and 
was  then  appointed  to  make  topographical  surveys  in 
Western  Florida,  and  at  Cape  Cod,  Massachusetts.  Com- 
pleting this  difficult  work,  he  participated  in  the  Florida 
War  against  the  Seminoles,  taking  part  in  the  engagements 
at  Oloklikha,  March  31st,  1836,  and  at  Micanopy,  June 
glh,  following.  In  recognition  of  his  meritorious  services, 
he  was  made  First  Lieutenant  2d  Artillery,  August  1 6th, 
1S36,  and  having  resigned,  September  30th,  of  the  same- 
year,  became  a civil  engineer  in  the  employ  of  the  National 
Government,  assisting  Major  Bache  in  preparing  the  plans 
of  the  Brandywine  Shoal  Light  House,  and  the  Crow 
Shoal  Breakwater,  in  Delaware  Bay.  He  continued  these 
efficient  labors  until  July  7th,  1838,  when  he  was  reap- 
pointed to  the  United  States  Army  as  First  Lieutenant 
Topographical  Engineers,  taking  charge  of  the  important 
and  costly  improvements  of  Chicago  Harbor;  being  the 
Assistant  Topographical  Engineer  in  planning  the  Oswego 
Harbor  Defences;  and  subsequently  taking  charge  of  the 
survey  of  Whitehill  Harbor,  New  York.  In  1840,  he  be- 
came an  Assistant  in  the  Topographical  Bureau  at  Wash- 
ington, remaining  there  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Florida 
War,  in  1842,  in  which  he  was  prominently  engaged. 
Upon  his  return  to  Washington,  he  was  engaged  in  pre- 
paring the  plans  of  bridges,  re-assuming  his  position  as 
Assistant,  until  1S44,  when  charge  of  the  Coast  Survey 
Office  was  given  him.  On  May  31st,  1848,  he  was  ap- 
pointed Captain  of  Topographical  Engineers;  in  1S49,  was 
assigned  to  duty  in  the  field  ; in  1S50,  was  ordered  to  make 
a topographic  and  hydrographic  survey  of  the  delta  of 
the  Mississippi  river,  with  a view  to  the  protection  of  the 
adjacent  country  from  inundations,  by  deepening  the  chan- 
nel; continued  in  this  work  until  1861,  having  in  the  in- 
terval (in  1S53-54)  spent  some  time  in  Europe,  and  having 
been  engaged  also  in  geographical  and  other  explorations 
and  recon noissances  west  of  the  Mississippi,  as  well  as  in 
the  construction  of  the  military  road  from  Fort  Benton  to 
Fort  Walla  Walla.  In  addition,  he  was  appointed  member 
of  the  Light  House  Board,  April  24th,  1S56,  continuing  as 
such  until  April  5th,  1862.  From  January  12th  to  April 
24th,  iS6o,  he  sal  with  the  board  appointed  “To  Revise 
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BIOG  RAPIIICAL  ENCYCLOPAEDIA. 


the  Programme  of  Instruction  at  the  United  States  Military 
Academy,”  and  was  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed 
under  Act  of  Congress  to  examine  into  the  organization  and 
discipline  of  that  institution.  Early  in  1SG1,  being  relieved 
of  all  other  duty  at  his  own  request,  he  completed  his  im- 
portant report  upon  the  Mississippi  river.  Being  commis- 
sioned as  Major  of  Topographical  Engineers,  August  6th, 
i S6 1 , 1 ic  was  assigned  to  the  Staff  of  General  McClellan, 
then  General-in-Chief,  and  became  Colonel  of  Stall,  and 
Chief  1 opographical  Engineer  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
March  5th,  1S62.  lie  served  as  such  through  the  Penin- 


cal  Society  of  Philadelphia,  in  1857;  honorable  member 
of  the  Imperial  Royal  Geological  Institute  of  Vienna, 
Austria,  in  1S62;  member  of  the  American  Academy  of 
Arts  and  Sciences,  Boston,  in  1863;  corporator  of  the 
National  Academy  of  Sciences,  March  3d,  1863,  and  of  the 
Royal  Institute  of  Science  and  Art  of  Lombardy,  Milan, 
Italy,  in  1S64.  lie  married  Rebecca  II.,  daughter  of 
Henry  Hollingsworth,  of  Philadelphia,  June  19th,  1837, 
and  had  two  sons  in  the  army  during  the  entire  war,  who 
were  placed  on  staff  duty. 


sular  campaign,  participating  in  the  siege  of  Yorktown  and 
Vi  illiamsburg,  and  in  all  the  movements  before  Richmond, 
especially  at  Malvern  Hill,  where  he  rendered  most  effec- 
tive service.  On  August  30th,  1862,  he  took  command 
of  a brigade  of  newly  raised  troops;  September  12th,  1862, 
assigned  to  command  of  a division  of  new  troops,  forming 
part  of  Fifth  Army  Corps;  September  16th,  commenced 
forced  march  to  Antietam,  where  his  command  (Third 
Division,  Fifth  Corps)  supported  the  batteries;  October 
t6ih  and  17th,  commanded  reconnoissance  to  Leetown, 
and  in  the  general  advance  of  the  army  his  division  was 
conspicuous  for  its  gallant  assaults  at  Fredericksburg ; De- 
cember 13th,  made  Brevet  Colonel  United' States  Army; 
March  3d,  1S63,  Colonel  of  Engineer's; 'May  24th,  assigned 
to  command  of  Second  Division,  Third  Corps’;  took  con- 
spicuous part  in  all  the  movements  ancKbaftles  which  cul- 
minated at  Gettysburg,  where  he  'acted  with  the  utmost 
courage  and  gallantry;  July  8th , 1863,  commissioned 
Maj  01-General  of  Volunteers,  and  appointed  ChieLof  Staff  j 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  participating  In  all  Its  battles; 
May  121I1,  1S64,  in  personal  command  of  the  Fifth  and 
Sixth  Corps,  at  Spoltsyl vania ; November  25th,  1S64,  as- 
signed to  command  of  Second  Army  Corps,  which  he  held 
until  ti  e disbanding  of  the  army,  July  7th,  1S65,  having 
been  engaged  in  the  siege  of  Petersburg  until  its  fall,  April 
3d,  1S65,  and  in  the  pursuit  of  Lee’s  retreating  forces,  until 
the  surrender  at  Appomattox  Court  House,  April  9th, 
1865.  All  the  correspondence  between  Generals  Grant 
and  Lee,  relative  to  the  surrender  of  the  Army  of  Northern 
\ irginia,  preceding  the  interview,  passed  through  his 
hands.  On  July  28th,  he  was  appointed  to  the  command 
of  the  District  of  Pennsylvania,  Middle  Departme'nt;  re- 
lieved December  9th,  and  placed-iivcharge  of  examination 
of  the  Mississippi  Levees,  continuing  this  duty  until  ap- 
pointed Brigadier-General,  and  Chief  of  Engineers,  United 
Slates  Army,  August  8th,  1866,  and  placed  in  charge  of  the 
Engineer  Bureau,  at  Washington;  August  31st,  1S66,  mus- 
tered out  ris  Major-General  of  Volunteers,  and  made 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  United  States  Army,  for  gallantry 
at  Gettysburg,  and  Brevet  Major-General  United  States 
Army,  for  meritorious  services  at  Sailor’s  Creek,  Virginia, 
both  commissions  dating  March  13th,  1865.  His  skill  and 
research  as  a scientist  have  had  many  favorable  recogni- 
tions. He  became  a member  of  the  American  I’hilosophi- 


LEXANDER,  JOHN,  Merchant  and  Capitalist, 
was  born  on  his  father’s  farm,  in  Crawford  county, 
Pennsylvania,  July  21st,  1805.  His  parents,  Hugh 
and  Jane  (Gray)  Alexander,  were  descended  from 
— j, Scotch-Irish  families  of  good  standing  and  sub- 
U <•-  slanlial  wealth,  and  came  to  this  country  after  the 
Irish  Rebellion  of  179S,  in  which  his  father  took  a promi- 
nent part.  Their  ancestors  were  zealous  Covenanters,  and 
were  marked  for  compass  of  mind  and  decision  of  character; 
also  for  their  firm' adherence  to  their  faith,  which  brought 
upon  them  many  of  the  heavy  blows  inflicted  in  the  days 
of  the  persecution  in  Scotland.  His  grandfather  was  an 
officer  in  Lord  Charlemont’s  celebrated  corps  of  Irish  Vol- 
unteers. His  mother’s  brother,  James  Gray,  D.  D.,  a grad- 
uate of  the  University  of  Glasgow  and  an  accomplished  au- 
thor and  divine,  was  well  known  in  Philadelphia  in  the 
early  part  of  the  present  century,  as  the  pastor  of  the  Spruce 
Street  Associate  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church ; another 
brother  was  a merchant  in  the  West  India  trade,  and  re- 
sided in  New  York  city.  His  father,  after  the  War  of  1812- 
’15,  in  which  he  served  with  General  Harrison  in  the  North- 
west, reduced  both  in  health  and  means,  removed  with  his 
family  to  Pittsburgh,  where  John  Alexander,  as  he  neared 
manhood,  learned  cabinet-making,  but,  his  health  failing,  he 
travelled  east  and  went  by  sea  to  New  Orleans.  He  was 
owner  of  a part  of  the  cargo  of  the  brig  in  which  he  sailed, 
and  in  New  Orleans  invested  the  proceeds  of  his  venture  in 
rice,  which  he  shipped  by  river  to  Pittsburgh,  and  there  sold, 
realizing  a handsome  margin  above  all  expenses.  This  trip 
restored  his  health,  gave  him  considerable  knowledge  of  the 
world  for  one  of  his  years,  and  encouraged  a taste  for  mer- 
cantile pursuits.  He  embarked  in  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count, in  Pittsburgh,  in  1S31,  and  with  his  brothers,  one  of 
the  firm  of  William  G.  Alexander  & Co.,  and  the  other  of 
Sterling,  Baird  & Alexander,  of  Pittsburgh  and  Philadelphia, 
took  position  among  the  active  and  prominent  dry  goods 
merchants  of  the  former  city.  About  this  time  he  became 
largely  interested  in  pine  lands,  on  the  upper  Allegheny 
river,  and,  with  a partner,  built  a saw  mill  in  Venango 
county.  He  removed  to  Philadelphia  in  1836,  and,  with 
his  brother  Hugh,  as  J & II.  Alexander,  succeeded  the  firm 
of  Sterling,  Baird  & Alexander,  and  for  the  twelve  follow- 
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ing  years  was  engaged  in  a large  wholesale  dry  goods 
business,  which  extended  over  the  South  and  West.  This 
house  passed  safely  through  the  memorable  panic  of  1S37, 
and  those  of  the  decade  following,  promptly  meeting  all 
obligations.  1 1 is  business  connections  took  him  upon  long 
and  frequent  journeys  to  the  South  and  West,  which  gave 
him  an  extensive  knowledge  of  the  country,  its  resources 
and  developments.  In  1S37,  associated  with  J.  B.  Warden, 
he  purchased  the  site  and  laid  out  the  town  of  Temperancc- 
ville,  which  is  now  a part  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh.  Two 
years  subsequently,  he  passed  several  months  in  the  Indian 
Territory,  in  1S39,  as  Commissioner  from  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church  to  look  after  the  interests  of  its  Indian 
missions.  Travelling  alone,  he  had  many  adventures  and 
narrow  escapes,  and  met  with  many  of  the  noted  Indian 
characters  of  that  day.  lie  brought  home  one  of  his 
guides,  a bright  young  Cherokee,  to  whom  he  gave  a col- 
legiate education.  The  firm  of  J.  & II.  Alexander  was 
dissolved  in  1S4S,  the  senior  member  removing  to  Pitts- 
burgh, and  shortly  after  the  branch  firm  of  Alexander  & 
Day,  of  that  city,  was  also  dissolved.  lie  now  built  a 
thoroughly  equipped  steam  saw  mill  in  Venango  county, 
which  was  an  innovation  in  that  section,  and  also  quite  an 
undertaking,  as  all  the  machinery  had  to  be  taken  from 
Pittsburgh  by  boat  and  ox-teams.  The  lumber  was  shipped 
as  far  as  St.  Louis,  and,  although  he  was  the  pioneer  in 
departing  from  many  of  the  conservative  modes  of  manu- 
facturing and  shipping  forest  products,  his  plans,  being  laid 
with  sound  judgment  and  business  ability,  worked  out  suc- 
cessfully. After  a prosperous  career  of  over  twenty-five 
years,  he  withdrew  from  active  business,  in  1S56,  with  a 
generous  fortune,  and  resided  for  some  years  in  Xenia, 
Ohio,  but  returned  to  Philadelphia  in  1S64.  Prior  to  going 
to  Ohio,  he  had  become  a large  purchaser  of  lands  in  Iowa 
and  other  Western  States,  the  care  of  which,  together  with 
that  of  other  property  still  retained  in  Pennsylvania,  kept 
him  fully  occupied.  He  took  a great  interest  in  the  petro- 
leum discoveries  in  Western  Pennsylvania,  and,  while  on 
a health  seeking  visit  to  Europe,  in  1S62,  invited  attention 
to  that  then  new  development,  and  in  London  urged  the 
importance  of  railway  connections  with  that  field.  The 
same  year  he  made  an  experimental  consignment  of  the 
crude  product  to  London,  which  was  one  of  the  first  at- 
tempts made  to  introduce  it  into  England.  During  the 
late  war,  he  was  an  earnest  supporter  of  the  Government, 
and  promptly  responded  to  the  frequent  demands  upon  his 
means  it  brought  with  it.  His  active  temperament  still 
keeps  him  at  work,  and  he  is  now  (1S74)  found,  with  all 
the  vim  and  vigor  of  one  of  half  his  years,  energetically 
engaged  in  the  development  of  a large  lumber  property  in 
Jefferson  county,  Pennsylvania;  and,  as  the  President  of  an 
Indiana  railway  company,  projecting  great  improvements 
for  the  opening  up  of  the  block-coal  lieldsof  that  State.  He 
is  also  a director  in  the  Corn  Exchange  National  Bank  of 
Philadelphia.  He  has  always  been  active  in  church  and 


Sabbath  school  matters  in  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church,  ami  more  recently  in  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church.  lie  has  been  a ruling  elder  for  over  thirty  years. 
In  1S69,  he  was  appointed  a Commissioner  from  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  to  the 
General  Assemblies  of  the  different  Presbyterian  bodies  in 
Scotland  and  Ireland.  He  was  one  of  the  founders,  and 
the  first  President  of  the  National  Association  for  securing 
the  religious  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  and  is  one  of 
the  most  earnest  supporters  of  the  movement. 


£ EINTZELM AN,  SAMUEL  P.,  General  United 
States  Army,  was  born  at  Manheim,  Lancaster 
county,  Pennsylvania,  September  30th,  1S05,  of 
A f)  German  descent,  his  family  having  been  among 
^ the  primitive  settlers  of  that  State.  Having  at- 

tended the  common  schools  until  1822,  he  was 
in  that  year  nominated  by  lion.  James  Buchanan  to  the 
United  States  Military  Academy,  graduating  from  that  in- 
stitution July  1st,  1S26,  and  being  promoted  to  Brevet 
Second  Lieutenant  3d  Infantry.  He  served  in  various 
capacities  and  sections  of  the  country,  rising  meanwhile  in 
grade,  until  1S35-37,  during  which  period  he  participated 
in  the  Florida  War,  acting  as  Adjutant  to  Major  Kirby,  in 
the  expedition  to  Mosquito  Inlet,  Florida,  and  in  the  action 
near  that  place,  September  lo.h,  1S37,  when  he  com- 
manded the  artillery  of  the  “ Dolphin,”  which  covered  the 
landing  of  troops.  He  was  made  Captain  of  Staff,  July 
7th,  1S3S;  Captain  of  Infantry,  November  4th,  183S;  and 
in  1S42,  acted  as  one  of  the  Court  appointed  to  investigate 
Florida  Military  Claims.  In  1S45,  he  commanded  Fort 
Gratiot;  in  1S46,  was  sent  to  Louisville  to  raise  troops  for 
the  Mexican  War;  in  1847,  was  assigned  to  the  defence  of 
convoys  from  Vera  Cruz;  on  September  12th,  1847,  par- 
ticipated in  the  action  against  Padre  Juaranta,  at  Paso  los 
Ovcjas;  at  Humantia,  October  9th,  and  at  Atlixco,  October 
19th,  same  year.  For  gallantry  at  Humantia  he  was  made 
Brevet  Major,  and  was  complimented  by  the  Legislature 
of  his  native  State.  In  1848,  after  a brief  command  at  Fort 
Hamilton,  New  York  Harbor,  he  was  ordered  to  Cali- 
fornia, whence  he  proceeded  in  a sailing  vessel  around 
Cape  Horn,  and  upon  his  arrival  was  assigned  to  frontier 
duty,  his  headquarters  being  at  San  Diego.  He  engaged 
actively  in  field  duty,  leading  the  expeditions  against  the 
Yuma  Indians,  establishing  Fort  Yuma,  at  the  confluence 
of  the  Gila  and  Colorado  rivers  in  1S51,  commanding  at 
the  skirmish  of  Coyote  Cafion,  December  21st,  1S51,  and 
in  the  final  expedition,  in  1852,  which  terminated  hostili- 
ties. For  services  in  that  department  he  was  made  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel, December  19th,  1851,  and  continued  in 
charge  until  1854,  being  then  assigned  to  recruiting  duty  at 
Newport  Barracks,  Kentucky.  March  3d,  1855,  he  was 
commissioned  Major;  was  made  Superintendent  of  Western 
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Recruiting  Service,  July  1st,  i S5 5 , and  was  ordered  to  Port 
Duncan,  Texas,  in  1S59,  being  for  the  ensuing  year  in 
command  on  the  Rio  Grande  against  the  Mexican  marau- 
ders under  Gorlinas.  lie  continued  in  service  on  the 
Texan  frontier  until  he  apprehended,  in  i86l,the  surrender 
of  General  Twiggs,  when  he  procured  leave  of  absence  and 
came  North.  In  April,  iS6i,  he  became  Superintendent 
of  General  Recruiting  Service  in  the  Eastern  Department; 
in  May,  was  assigned  to  duty  as  Inspector-General  of  the 
Department  of  Washington;  May  141I1,  was  commissioned 
Colonel  of  the  171I1  Infantry,  and  a few  days  after  was 
made  Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers.  On  the  24th  of 
May,  1 SC  1,  in  command  of  a large  force,  he  crossed  the 
Long  Bridge,  capturing  Alexandria  and  Arlington  Heights, 
after  which  he  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  defences  to 
Washington,  his  headquarters  being  at  Alexandria.  Enter- 
ing upon  the  Manassas  campaign,  in  July,  iSCt.he  par- 
ticipated in  the  skirmish  at  Fairfax  Court  House,  the  first 
battle  of  Bull  Run,  where  he  was  wounded  in  the  arm, 
having  his  injured  limb  dressed  while  in  the  saddle.  He 
followed  the  general  retreat  to  Washington,  having  been 
twenty-seven  hours  on  horseback.  His  injuries  did  not 
permit  him  to  take  the  field  until  the  following  October, 
when  General  McClellan  placed  him  in  command  of  a 
division  holding  the  left  of  the  line  of  Washington  defences, 
which  he  held  until  March  16th,  1S62,  receiving  then  the 
comman  1 of  the  Third  Army  Corps,  for  the  Peninsular 
campaign.  This  corps  consisted  of  the  three  divisions  of 
Generals  Eitz  John  Porter,  C.  S.  Hamilton,  and  Joseph 
Hooker,  Porter's  division  being  subsequently  detached. 
With  30,000  men  he  participated  in  the  successful  siege  of 
Yorktown,  and,  after  a desperate  encounter  at  Williams- 
burg, gained  the  first  substantial  victory  of  the  war,  being 
made  Major-General  of  Volunteers  for  his  gallantry.  1 1 is 
corps,  coming  to  the  rescue  of  Casey’s  division,  saved  the 
day  at  the  battle  of  Seven  Pines,  on  the  Chickahominy. 
On  the  1st  of  Tune,  1862,  he  assumed  command  of  the 
Fourth  Army  Corps,  in  addition  to  his  own,  look  the  offen- 
sive at  Fair  Oaks,  and  drove  the  enemy  within  four  miles 
of  Richmond,  and  was  still  pressing  on  when  General 
McClellan  ordered  him  to  fall  back.  For  ibis  brilliant 
achievement  he  was  made  Brevet  Brigadier-General  United 
States  Army,  dating  May  31st,  1S62,  there  being  no 
vacancy  for  a full  Brigadier-General  in  the  Regular  army. 
1 [is  men  showed  conspicuous  courage  at  the  battles  of  the 
Orchards,  Savage  Station,  Glendale,  Malvern  Hill,  and  at 
Harrison’s  Landing.  Subsequently,  joining  the  Northern 
Virginia  campaign,  he  look  part  in  the  battles  of  Manassas, 
August  2qth,  30th,  and  Chantilly,  September  1st,  1S62.  On 
September  2d,  his  corps  re-encamped  at  Fort  Lyon,  with 
but  fiooo  of  the  40,000  men  which  he  hail  led  away  less 
than  five  months  before;  but  it  had  never  been  vanquished 
in  action.  From  this  time  until  February  2d,  1863,  he 
commanded  the  defences  of  Washington  south  of  the 
Potomac,  and  then  was  placed  in  command  of  the  Depart- 


ment of  Washington  and  the  Twenty-second  Army  Corps. 
He  assumed,  October  13th,  1863,  command  of  the  Northern 
Department  (Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Michigan),  sup- 
pressed the  secret  order  of  the  “ Sons  of  Liberty,”  aided 
in  sending  off  40,000  soldiers  from  Ohio;  was  relieved 
October  1st,  1S64,  and  mustered  out  of  the  volunteer 
service  August  24th,  1865,  and  placed  on  waiting  orders; 
and  was  commissioned  Brevet  Major-General  United  States 
Army,  dating  from  March  13th,  1S05,  for  his  services  at 
Williamsburg.  In  1S66,  he  took  command  of  the  whole 
District  of  Texas,  proceeding  thence  with  his  regiment,  the 
17th  Infantry,  remaining  there  until  1S67.  On  February 
22d,  1869,  after  a continuous  service  of  nearly  forty-three 
years,  he  was  retired  as  Colonel;  but,  in  recognition  of  his 
great  achievements,  Congress  passed  a joint  resolution  retir- 
ing him  with  the  full  rank  of  Major-General  United  States 
Army.  lie  is  a member  of  the  Loyal  Legion  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  Society  of  the  Third  Corps,  and  of  the  Society 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  His  record  is  a most  honor- 
able one,  and,  though  now  advanced  in  years,  he  retains 
the  full  vigor  of  a remarkable  mind. 


V' 


E FRANCE,  I ION.  ROBERT  M„  Lawyer,  was 
born  in  Mercer  county,  Pennsylvania,  near  Sandy 
Lake,  July  22<1,  iSafi,  his  father,  John  Dc  F rance, 
and  his  mother,  Mary  Darley,  being  both  natives 
of  Pennsylvania,  thujr  native  counties  being  re- 
spectively Lycoming  and  Mercer.  Both  were 
persons  of  refinement  and  culture,  and  took  an  unusual 
personal  interest  in  the  education  of  their  son.  He  was 
first  sent  to  Grand  Rivers  Institute,  on  what  was  known  as 
the  Western  Reserve,  in  Ohio,  where  his  progress  was  so 
rapid  and  thorough  that,  before  he  had  finished  bis  course, 
his  services  as  teacher  of  mathematics  were  solicited  and 
given.  For  this  abstruse  science  he  entertained  a decided 
inclination,  and  possessed  an  inherited  talent  for  its  study. 
In  order  to  make  himself  a thorough  master  of  its  higher 
branches,  he  became  one  of  the  pupils  of  Professor  II.  N. 
Robinson,  a fine  scholar  and  mathematician,  who  was  then 
preparing  at  Cincinnati  a course  of  lectures  on  his  favorite 
pursuit.  Having  finished  his  studies  under  this  gentleman, 
he  removed  to  southern  Indiana,  and  taught  the  Academy 
in  Princeton,  Gibson  county,  for  one  year;  then  migrated 
to  Kentucky,  where  he  followed  in  the  same  capacity 
another  year,  and  in  May,  1851,  returned  to  Mercer  county, 
where  he  commenced  the  study  of  law,  registering  his 
name  in  the  office  of  the  Hon.  Samuel  Griffiths.  After  two 
years  of  constant  application,  aiding  that  gentleman  very 
materially  in  his  large  civil  practice,  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar,  and  entered  at  once  upon  the  practice  of  his  new 
profession.  As  a lawyer,  he  soon  secured  a good  reputa- 
tion, and  in  some  of  the  features  of  the  profession  has  few 
superiors.  1 1 is  reading  has  been  very  extensive,  and  very 


j;i.  u:  :d*d*  ^ 


- ,;,  I A yi'ijr.h  .yn-  • h.  1 ••  v.tof  ' ; !•■  • 

. r I > , ...  i ! . . r f-  i*-  • i 1 l i VI1  !'•  * < • I i V<  ' .*■'  M ( V J I I 


i . . ; , . , ,t  lmn.  i ' 1 ■ ■ i- 

■ 


. 


lijW  .nil,  id  • «;.  T';: ) ! •*•'5  Ooo.Of,  ./fliV/' 


i* 

nat  art  j 

. 

..  r . '•  -a.  '■  i • t • '"'  • ' ',r,■ 

ir.  „ -,»*  , it...  . , j ;■■■  ■:-/,!  no  ! 1 ><  »'  • • 

' 

■ 


•.  ' if  ’*• 


BIOGRAPHICAL  ENCYCLOPEDIA. 


447 


carefully  conducted,  being  continuous  from  the  date  of  bis 
admission,  and  the  result  is  that  few  jurists  have  a more 
profound  knowledge  of  law,  in  all  its  departments,  than  he 
has.  He  early  allied  himself  to  the  Democratic  party,  and 
became  one  of  its  most  influential  members.  In  the  fall  of 
i S53,  being  elected  to  State  House  of  Representatives,  by 
the  voters  of  that  party  in  his  district,  he  served  meritoriously, 
and  was  re-nominated  for  the  same  office  in  the  year  fol- 
lowing by  the  coalitions  which  made  up  the  Know  No- 
thing party.  He  has  always  been  a firm  and  consistent 
Democrat,  having  an  abiding  faith  in  the  correctness  of  its 
principles,  and  has  often  been  honored  by  his  party  for  va- 
rious positions  of  trust  and  responsibility.  In  the  first  Presi- 
dential campaign  of  General  Grant  he  was  defeated  for 
Congress  by  the  Hon.  C.  \V.  Gilfillan.  On  October  6th, 
1S69,  while  on  his  way  from  his  office  to  his  home,  he  suf- 
fered a shock  of  paralysis,  which  almost  completely  disabled 
him  from  further  exertion.  Notwithstanding  this  physical 
affliction,  the  members  of  his  party  desiring  him  in  a place 
of  great  responsibility,  made  him  their  nominee  for  County 
Treasurer,  in  1S70,  but  he  was  defeated  by  only  three  hun- 
dred votes,  running  largely  ahead  of  the  general  ticket.  In 
addition  to  his  duties  of  a lawyer,  which  after  his  partial 
paralysis  are  mainly  those  of  a Counsellor  in  Cham- 
bers, he  continued  to  exercise  the  functions  of  a notary  pub- 
lic, to  which  position  he  had  been  appointed  by  Governor 
William  F.  Packer.  In  1S72,  he  was  elected  by  the  De- 
mocracy to  the  Stale  Constitutional  Convention,  in  which 
body  his  course  has  been  that  of  an  intelligent  and  con- 
scientious gentleman,  having  at  heart  the  highest  interests 
of  the  Commonwealth.  He  was  always  in  his  seat,  and 
carefully  attended  the  many  important  duties  devolving 
upon  him.  On  May  15th,  1856,  he  married  Sarah,  the 
youngest  daughter  of  Samuel  Powell,  of  Venango  county, 
Pennsylvania,  a lady  distinguished  for  her  refinement  and 
amiability. 


IIIPPEN,  WILLIAM,  M.  D.,  Physician,  Scientist 
and  Philanthropist,  was  born  in  Philadelphia, 
Januaiy  29th,  1792.  He  was  the  grandson  of 
Dr.  William  Shippen,  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  a Surgeon  in  the  Revolutionary 
War.  lie  was  educated  at  an  excellent  academy  in  Ger- 
mantown, Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  prepared  for  col- 
lege; entered  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  ami  graduated 
in  the  class  of  1S10.  lie  commenced  the  study  of  medi- 
cine under  Dr.  Caspar  Wistar,  and  subsequently  received 
his  diploma  from  the  university,  in  which  institution  he  for 
some  lime  filled  die  Chair  of  Anatomy.  Resigning  his 
position  he  removed  to  Bucks  county,  where  he  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  his  profession  until  1836,  when  he  re- 
turned to  Philadelphia  and  devoted  his  time  to  the  public 
schools,  as  also  to  various  charitable  and  reli-ious  institu- 


tions of  the  city.  For  nearly  forty  years  he  was  a member 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  College  of  New  Jersey, 
frequently  taking  part  in  the  examination  of  the  students 
in  the  Department  of  Physical  Science.  He  was  prominent 
in  all  the  educational  and  charitable  movements  of  his  native- 
city,  and  held  a high  place  in  the  affections  of  all  with 
whom  he  was  brought  in  contact,  lie  died  June  5th,  1867. 


i 


A? 


ARTON,  IION.  GEORGE  WASHINGTON, 
Lawyer  and  Judge,  was  born  in  the  city  of  Lan- 
caster Pennsylvania,  September  2d,  1S07.  He 
was  the  son  of  David  Barton,  and  grandson  of 
Rev.  Thomas  Barton,  who  had  married  Esther 
Ritlenhouse,  a sister  of  the  celebrated  astrono- 
mer. This  clergyman  was  for  many  years  Rector  of  St. 
James  Episcopal  Church,  Lancaster,  having  originally  been 
a missionary  sent  out  from  England  by  the  venerable  So- 
ciety for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel.  He  was  a man 
of  great  refinement  and  cultivation,  and  he  assisted  in  the 
education  of  David  Rittenhouse,  who  attributed  much  of 
his  knowledge  and  high  attainments  to  the  superior  excel- 
lence of  his  instructor.  George  W.  Barton  was  educated 
at  home,  which,  however,  he  left  in  boyhood,  being  impel- 
led by  a desire  to  see  the  world,  and,  like  the  majority  of 
adventurers  in  those  days,  betaking  himself  to  the  Missis- 
sippi Valley.  Having  reached  Nashville,  he  set  about 
looking  for  employment,  which  he  finally  found  by  becom- 
ing the  Assistant  Editor  of  a journal  published  in  that  city. 
This  position  aided  him  materially  in  making  and  cultivat- 
ing the  acquaintance  of  the  higher  class  of  residents,  among 
whom  was  the  hero  of  New  Orleans,  the  celebrated  General 
Jackson.  In  him  he  found  much  that  interested  him,  espe- 
cially as  he  was  of  the  same  political  faith.  When  but 
twenty  years  of  age,  he  returned  home,  and  General  Jack- 
son  having  meanwhile  been  nominated  for  President,  young 
Barton  took  the  slump  in  his  favor,  and  advocated  the 
claims  of  the  soldier  for  the  highest  office  in  the  gift  of  the 
people.  Such  was  the  brilliancy  of  his  addresses,  together 
with  the  elegance  and  eloquence  of  his  delivery,  lhat'he  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  every  one  who  listened,  and  among 
the  rest,  the  lion.  James  Buchanan,  then  a prominent  lawyer 
of  Lancaster.  Notwithstanding  the  disparity  in  their  ages, 
a firm  and  enduring  friendship  ensued  between  them, 
which  was  only  terminated  by  the  death  of  Judge  Barton. 
At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  his  young  friend  was 
induced  to  commence  the  study  of  the  law  in  his  office, 
and  under  his  patronage  and  instruction,  lie  entered 
upon  his  reading  with  that  energy  and  determination  to 
succeed  which  was  characteristic  of  him  through  life;  so 
that  as  soon  as  he  was  admitted  to  practice  at  the  bar,  he 
rose  very  rapidly  in  his  profession,  and  was  most  successful 
in  the  majority  of  cases  confided  to  his  care.  When  but 
thirty-one  years  of  age,  he  was  appointed  Assistant  District 
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Attorney  with  C.  Wallace  Brooke,  which  position  he  ably 
filled  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Court  and  Government.  A 
few  years  afterwards,  he  was  commissioned  President 
Judge  of  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  City  and 
County  of  Philadelphia,  which  at  that  time  was  restricted 
to  cases  of  misdemeanor,  lie  remained  on  the  Bench  less 
than  three  years,  having  resigned  the  office  to  resume  the 
practice  of  the  law,  preferring  the  active  life  of  an  attorney 
and  barrister  to  the  passive  condition  of  a judge.  Having 
determined  to  remain  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  he  at 
once  became  one  of  the  leading  members,  and  enjoyed  a 
most  lucrative  practice.  But  the  restlessness  of  his  early 
years  returned,  and,  in  the  autumn  of  1S49,  he  sailed  for 
San  Francisco,  then  in  its  infancy.  Having  safely  reached 
his  destination,  he  opened  an  office  in  that  city,  and  the 
same  success  which  had  attended  him  in  his  native  State 
was  vouchsafed  him  there,  and  he  was  rapidly  becoming 
the  leading  star  of  his  profession  in  California  when,  after 
a residence  of  but  little  over  a year,  he  was  stricken  by 
death.  Before  he  left  Lancaster,  in  1S35,  lie  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  the  late  Thomas  Clern- 
son,  at  that  lime  a prominent  citizen  of  Philadelphia. 


c.W^OUGLASS,  JOHN  W ATKINSON,  1 
('  J I Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue,  s 

I I Joseph  M.  and  Martha  A.  Douglass,  w 

<-  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  Octobei 


'OUGLASS,  JOHN  WATKINSON,  Lawyer, 

son  of 
ras  born 
25th, 

1S27.  Ten  years  subsequently  his  parents  re- 
moved to  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  remained 
during  his  youth  and  early  manhood,  receiving  his  educa- 
tion at  the  Erie  Academy.  On  the  completion  of  his  aca- 
demic course  he  entered  the  law  office  of  the  late  lion. 
James  Thompson,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Pennsylvania,  under  whom  he  pursued  his  legal  studies 
until  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  at  Erie,  in  1S50.  By 
diligence  and  perseverance,  superior  natural  abilities  and 
proficiency  in  knowledge  of  the  law,  he  at  once  attracted 
attention  and  soon  acquired  an  extensive  and  lucrative  prac- 
tice. He  was  also  active  in  local  and  national  politics,  and, 
in  September,  1S62,  was  appointed  by  President  Lincoln 
Collector  of  Internal  Revenue  for  the  19th  District  of  Penn- 
sylvania. The  office  being  newly  created,  and  the  system 
adopted  being  a result  of  the  exigency  of  the  times,  the  or- 
ganization and  details  necessary  for  the  proper  prosecution 
of  the  important  business  of  the  Bureau  called  for  executive 
ability,  originality  of  conception,  and  a general  knowledge 
not  often  met  with  in  those  upon  whom  devolves  the  ad- 
ministration  of  public  affiiirs.  When  he  entered  upon  the 
duties  of  his  untried  position  he  possessed  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  the  entire  community  amongst  whom  he 
lived,  nor  did  he  disappoint  the  expectations  of  his  friends. 
So  thoroughly  did  he  apply  himself  to  the  prosecution  of 
his  work,  and  such  energy  and  ability  did  lie  display  in  the 


management  of  public  affairs,  that  he  attracted  the  attention 
of  the  authorities  at  Washington.  In  April,  1869,  he  was 
offered,  and  accepted,  the  position  of  1st  Deputy  Commis- 
sioner of  Internal  Revenue  under  the  Hon.  Columbus 
Delano.  The  experience  acquired  while  serving  as  Col- 
lector he  brought  to  bear  upon  the  difficulties  and  duties 
of  the  new  post  to  which  he  had  been  raised,  and  he  aided 
largely  in  laying  the  deep  and  strong  foundation  on  which 
the  vast  Internal  Revenue  system  of  this  country  is  built. 
In  1S71,  the  office  of  Commissioner  becoming  vacant,  he 
was  appointed  Chief  of  the  Department,  and  so  unanimous 
was  public  sentiment  in  favor  of  his  promotion  that  the 
endorsement  of  this  act  of  the  President  was  general,  re- 
gardless of  politics  or  locality.  The  details  of  official  busi- 
ness in  this  department  are  most  complicated  and  varied, 
new  questions  are  constantly  arising,  numberless  complaints 
of  the  law  anil  its  administrators  are  daily  brought  before 
the  Commissioner,  and  unforeseen  circumstances  require 
modifications  of  old  or  the  creation  of  new  rules  or  regula- 
tions. Mr.  Douglass  combines  the  necessary  qualities  of 
mind  enabling  him  to  meet  these  heavy  requirements,  and 
has  conclusively  demonstrated  his  fitness  to  control  the  re- 
venue system.  He  has  popularized  it  by  correcting  abuses  ; 
introduced  economical  measures  lessening  greatly  the  per- 
centage of  cost  in  the  collection  of  the  revenue ; reduced 
the  number  of  his  employes  from  8000  to  3000,  and  has 
greatly  advanced  the  department  toward  perfection.  His 
integrity  and  the  efficiency  of  his  Bureau  have  never  been 
questioned,  even  in  the  heat  of  political  debate;  on  the 
contrary,  he  has  been  the  subject  of  frequent  eulogy  as  an 
exceptionally  honest  and  able  official.  Originally  he  was 
a Democrat,  but  early  uniting  with  the  Republican  party 
he  has  since  been  an  active,  advanced,  hard-working  mem- 
ber of  that  organization.  He  was  married,  in  1851,  to 
Margaret  M.  Lyon,  daughter  of  Rev.  G.  A.  Lyon,  D.  D., 
of  Erie,  Pennsylvania. 


y VRVEY,  SAMUEL,  Merchant  and  Banker,  was 
born  June  1 6th , 1780,  in  Pennsylvania,  on  ,lhe 
[|  banks  of  the  Juniata.  After  receiving  the  rudi- 
(y\)  ments  of  a good  English  education,  he  engaged 
himself  as  clerk  at  Springton  Forge,  Chester 
county,  where  he  remained  for  several  years. 
At  the  end  of  the  century,  he  removed  to  Philadelphia,  and 
took  a clerkship  in  the  importing  house  of  Baker  & Co- 
megys.  He  then  established  himself  as  a hardware  mer- 
chant in  that  city,  and  for  sixteen  years  conducted  that 
business  with  marked  success.  In  1811,  he  removed  to 
Germantown,  and  there-  began  that  active  course  of  pub- 
lic usefulness  which  continued  without  intermission  to  his 
death,  an  event  that  occurred  in  1S48.  He  was  the  fust 
President  of  the  Bank  of  Germantown,  and  held  the  posi- 
tion while  living,  lie  was  also  the  first  Burgess  of  the 
then  young  and  promising  borough,  and  served  in  that 
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office  with  great  acceptance  and  usefulness  for  several  years. 
For  a considerable  period  he  was  also  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Philadelphia  Almshouse;  and  in  every  possible  way  was 
thoroughly  identified  with  the  improvement  and  develop- 
ment of  his  adopted  home.  The  present  Town  Hall  of 
Germantown  is  located  on  the  Harvey  property;  and  a 
street  which  bears  his  name  is  also  designed  to  perpetuate 
the  public  sense  of  his  services.  From  a very  early  period 
he  was  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
was  long  known  as  a highly  useful  and  acceptable  local 
minister  of  that  denomination.  He  was  in  every  respect  a 
most  estimable  and  worthy  member  of  the  social  and  re- 
ligious community. 

OAR  DM  AN,  HENRY  AUGUSTUS,  D.  D., 
Clergyman,  was  born  January  gth,  1S0S,  at  Troy, 
New  York  State.  He  was  educated  at  Yale 
College,  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  where  he 
graduated  with  honors,  in  1S29,  Saving  been 
selected  to  pronounce  the  Valedictory  address 
of  his  class.  In  the  fall  of  1S30,  he  entered  the  Theological 
Seminary  at  Princeton,  New  Jersey,  and  was  licensed  to 
preach  the  Gospel  by  the  Presbytery  of  New  York,  in  April, 
18^3.  On  returning  to  the  Seminary,  with  his  license  in 
his  pocket,  he  was  met  by  Dr.  Alexander,  whose  turn  it 
was  to  preach  in  the  village  church  on  the  Sunday  follow- 
ing, who  so  strongly  insisted  that  he  should  become  his  sub- 
stitute, that  he  consented  and  preached  his  first  sermon  on 
that  day.  During  his  stay  at  Princeton  various  offers  of  a 
settlement  were  made  him,  from  New  York  and  elsewhere, 
but  he  declined  them  all,  being  resolved  not  to  undertake 
the  pastorale  of  a church  in  a large  city.  Rut  matters  fell 
out  differently.  In  the  year  last  mentioned,  the  Tenth 
Presbyterian  Church,  at  I wclfth  and  W alnut  streets,  Phila- 
delphia, was  without  a pastor,  owing  to  the  resignation  of 
the  Rev.  Dr.  McAulcy,  and  lie  was  invited  bv  the  session 
of  that  church  to  temporarily  till  the  vacancy.  He  com- 
plied and  preached  his  first  sermon  there,  July  2S1I1,  and 
his  second  August  i St h , 1S33.  On  the  2d  of  September, 
the  congregation  met  together  and  resolved  to  offer  him 
the  pastorale  of  their  chinch,  a charge  which  he  ultimately 
accepted  after  much  hesitation  and  deliberation.  He  was 
duly  ordained  to  the  ministry,  and  installed  as  Pastor  of 
the  Tenth  Presbyterian  Church  on  the  Sth  of  November 
following,  and  has  since  presided  over  the  congregation, 
w i ill  a few  intermissions  occasioned  by  the  state  of  his  health 
and  his  temporary  absence  in  Europe.  During  the  long 
interval  of  forty  years,  between  that  time  and  the  present, 
many  tempting  offers  of  change  have  been  made  him — the 
most  remarkable  and  flattering  being  his  appointment,  by 
the  General  Assembly  of  1853*  to  the  Chair  of  Pastoral 
Theology  in  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Princeton,  va- 
cated by  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Alexander — but  he  has 
steadily  refused  them  all,  preferring  to  remain  with  a con- 


gregation to  which  he  has  become  endeared  by  his  talents 
and  personal  character.  During  his  occupation  of  this  pul- 
pit many  events  of  an  important  nature  have  occurred. 
The  schism  in  the  Presbyterian  ranks,  which  was  com- 
mencing at  the  date  of  his  ordination,  continued  to  augment 
till  it  culminated,  in.  1S3S,  by  a division  in  the  church. 
Rut  his  prudence- and  piety  led  him  safely  through  this  trial. 
He  is  an  ardent  advocate  of  colonization,  and  several  new 
congregations  have  gone  forth  from  the  parent  stock  during 
his  pastorate.  He  was  a decided  opponent  of  the  so-called 
Oxford  Tract  movement,  and  wrote  a series  of  letters  on 
the  subject.  On  Sunday,  November  7th,  1S5S,  he  delivered 
a discourse  on. the  occasion  of  the  quarter-century  anniver- 
sary of  his  being  ordained  pastor  of  the  Tenth  Presbyterian 
Church,  in  which  he  ably  and  eloquently  reviewed  the  events 
that  had  transpired  during  that  period,  and  exhibited  (per- 
haps unconsciously)  those ‘qualities  which  have  won  for 
him  the  affection  of  the  flock  lie  has  so  long  conducted. 
This  discourse,  against  his  wishes,  but  at  the  earnest  re- 
quest of  the  congregation,  was  published  and  obtained 
wide  circulation.  On  November  Sth,  1S73,  he  preached 
his  fortieth  anniversary  sermon,  in  which  he  gave  a re- 
sume of  all  that  had  transpired  since  his  quarter-centennial 
had  been  pronounced,  including  the  period  of  the  War  of 
the  Rebellion,  it;  fruits,  and  also  of  the  restoration  and 
union  of  the  two  branches  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
the  North,  adding  thereto  his  hopes  and  expectations  of 
the  speedy  return  of  the  Southern  branch  of  that  communion, 
which  had  held  aloof  from  its  Northern  brethren  since  the 
separation  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War.  This  also  was 
published.  His  publications  have  been  numerous.  Among 
them  may  be  mentioned,  as  being  some  of  the  principal : 
“The  Scripture  Doctrine  of  Original  Sin,  1S39;”  “Let- 
ters to  Rishop  Doane  on  the  Oxford  Tracts,  1S41  ; ” “ The 
Prelatical  Doctrine  of  the  Apostolical  Succession  Exa- 
mined, 1844;”  “The  Importance  of  Religion  to  the  Le- 
gal Profession,  1S49;”  “ The  liible  in  the  Family,  1S51  ;” 
“The  Bible  in  the  Counting-House:  a Course  of  Lectures 
to  Merchants,  1S53;”  etc.,  etc. 


- 

AW  I I. , WILLIAM  HENRY,  Lawyer,  and 
Author,  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  on  the  31st 
of  August,  1S23.  He  belongs  to  one  of  the 
oldest  and  most  distinguished  families  of  the 
city,  his  paternal  ancestor  having  settled  in  Phila- 
delphia in  1686,  while  his  family  on  the  mo- 
ther's side  settled  in  Maryland  as  early  as  1661.  lie  is  the 
grandson  of  two  of  the  most  Celebrated  lawyers  v hich  the 
Slate  has  produced.  One  of  these,  William  Rawle,  served 
as  United  States  District  Attorney  for  Pennsylvania,  by 
appointment  of  President  Washington,  and  was  the  author 
of  .7  Treaties  on  the  Constitution  of  the  Tailed  States,  and 
of  other  works  of  a high  order  of  merit,  while  the  other 
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was  the  celebrated  jurist,  Edward  Tilghman,  whose  name 
is  cherished  as  one  of  “The  headers  of  the  Old  liar”  in 
Philadelphia.  William  Rawle,  Jr.,  his  father,  also  attained 
eminence  in  the  profession,  having  served  for  many  years 
as  Reporter  of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme'Court  of  Penn- 
sylvania. After  receiving  a thorough  preliminary  educa- 
tion, William  Henry  Rawle  entered  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  from  which  institution  he  graduated  in  July, 
1841.  lie  then  devoted  three  years  to  the  study  of  the  law 
in  the  office  of  his  father,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
October,  1S44.  Inheriting  the  judicial  turn  of  mind  which 
had  been  so  markedly  developed  in  his  ancestors,  his  career 
at  the  bar  has  been  a brilliant  success,  and  his  name  is  fre- 
quently found  in  the  State  reports  as  counsel  in  the  most 
important  class  of  cases.  He  has  also  attained  a high  rank 
as  a writer  on  legal  subjects.  His  first  work  was  a Practi- 
cal Treatise  on  the  I. aw  of  Covenants  for  Title,  first  pub- 
lished in  Philadelphia,  in  1852.  01  this  work  the  late 

Chief  Justice  Taney  remarked,  that  it  displayed  “ great  in- 
dustry and  research,  and  sound  legal  learning.”  A second 
edition  was  published  in  1S54;  a third,  in  Boston,  in  1S60; 
and  a fourth  in  1S73.  It  has  secured  a place  in  every  com- 
plete law  library,  as  an  indispensable  and  unquestioned 
authority,  and  has  often  been  commended  by  the  ablest 
jurists  of  the  country  in  terms  as  unqualified  as  those  used 
by  Chief  Justice  Taney.  In  1853,  he  published  the  third 
American  edition  of  the  celebrated  English  work  on  the 
I. aw  of  Contracts,  by  John  William  Smith,  adding  many 
original  notes,  which  greatly  increased  its  value,  and  have 
been  commended  highly  by  leading  jurists.  In  1S57,  he 
published  the  second  American  edition  of  Joshua  Williams’ 
Law  of  Real  Property,  adding  valuable  notes  thereto;  and, 
in  1S6S,  gave  to  the  public  a work  on  Equity  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, to  which  was  appended  the  Registrar' s Booh  of 
Coventor  Leith's  Court  of  Chancery,  this  volume,  like  its 
predecessors,  taking  a high  rank.  In  1849,  he  married  a 
daughter  of  the  lion.  John  Cadwalader,  Judge  of  the  United 
States  District  Court,  who  was  also  a grand-daughter  of  the 
venerable  Horace  Binney.  1 1 is  first  wife  died  in  lS6l,and, 
in  iSfiq,  he  married  a daughter  of  General  Thomas  Cadwal- 
ader, of  New  Jersey.  His  life  has  been  devoted  to  the  pro- 
fession of  which  he  has  proved  such  a brilliant  ornament, 
and  his  career  at  the  bar  has  been  crowned  with  that  large 
share  of  success  which  his  profound  learning  and  patient 
industry  have  so  richly  merited. 

■ 

' /TfllROOl’,  BENJAMIN  I[  > M-  D ’ Physician,  one 
C ill  Scranton’s  earliest  and  most  distinguished 

'-All  residents,  was  born  in  Oxford,  Chenango  county, 
( ' 1 < , New  York,  November  9th,  1811,  to  which  place 
(_  "d  his  parents  removed  from  Connecticut,  in  1S00. 

1 1 is  father  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  and 
for  the  times,  was  successful  ; but,  in  a little  settlement  only 
slowly  emerging  from  the  wilderness,  a fortune  was  not 


easily  secured.  Although  the  recipient  of  but  a very  ordi- 
nary school  education,  the  lad  combined  with  great  force 
of  character,  indomitable  energy  and  perseverance,  and,  by 
the  proper  use  of  these  united  qualities,  he  was  soon  quali- 
fied to  enter  the  office  of  Dr.  Packer,  where  he  began  his 
course  of  medical  studies,  in  1S29.  Here,  as  in  the  school 
room,  he  exhibited  those  commendable  trails  of  a strong 
and  nervous  temperament  that  had  ever  distinguished  him, 
and  which  rarely  fail  to  bring  to  their  possessor  success  and 
renown.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one,  he  graduated  at  Fair- 
held  Medical  College,  in  New  York,  and  carried  with  him 
into  the  outer  world  the  highest  honors  of  his  Alma  Mater. 
In  February,  1832,  he  made  his  professional  tHhul  in 
Ilonesdale,  Wayne  county,  Pennsylvania,  then  a small  but 
thriving  village  at  the  head  of  the  Delaware  & Hudson 
Canal.  Here,  aided  by  a thorough  acquaintance  with  the 
intricacies  of  his  profession,  he  rose  rapidly  to  the  position 
of  leader  among  his  medical  brethren,  and  soon  secured  a 
remunerative  practice;  but,  this  field  being  too  small  to 
content  him,  he  removed,  in  1835,  to  Oswego,  New  York, 
leaving  behind  him  many  regretful  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances who  had  learned  to  confide  in  and  esteem  him.  In 
1S36,  he  resided  in  the  city  of  New  York,  where  he  com- 
peted successfully  with  its  most  able  and  renowned  prac- 
titioners. His  residence  here  gained  him  many  friends  ami 
considerable  reputation,  and,  at  the  expiration  of  four 
years,  he  removed  to  Providence,  Luzerne  county,  Penn- 
sylvania; in  1S40,  a hamlet  of  a dozen  or  more  buildings. 
The  Lackawanna  Iron  Company  w as  then  in  progress  of 
formation,  and  Mr.  Throop’s  intimate  connection  and  ac- 
quaintance with  the  original  founders  of  the  city  of  Scran- 
ton qualified  him  admirably  to  assist  this  company  in 
various  and  important  ways.  1 1 is  practice  here  was  large 
and  exacting;  but,  without  in  the  slightest  degree  neglect- 
ing its  demands,  he  took  an  energetic  part  in  the  work  of 
building  up  the  new  town,  and  of  opening  and  developing 
a country  which  had  too  long  remained  in  a state  of  barren 
sterility  for  the  want  of  suitable  and  vigorous  minds.  In 
1845,  he  made  Scranton  proper  his  place  of  residence, 
erecting  there  the  fust  dwelling  outside  of  the  iron  com- 
pany’s buildings.  At  the  period  of  his  advent  in  this 
vicinity,  the  population  of  the  whole  township  of  Provi- 
dence comprised  but  a few  hundred  souls,  with  crude 
agricultural  facilities,  and  a questionable  indulgence  in 
polities  as  the  chief  employment  of  the  people.  Now,  the 
integral  portion  of  this  township  is  a teeming  and  flourish- 
ing city.  The  Harrison  on  paper  soon  metamorphosed 
itself  into  bustling  Scranton,  with  its  50,000  inhabitants, 
its  furnaces,  its  foundries  and  machine  shops,  its  hundreds 
of  factories,  and  its  general  thrift  and  industry  ; and  it  is  to 
the  tireless  energy  of  Dr.  Throop  that  the  major  portion  of 
this  desirable  result  must  be  credited.  During  the  whole 
of  this  marvellous  'growth,  bounded  but  by  thirty-four 
years,  no  Christian  or  humane  development  was  inaugu- 
rated without  his  hearty  co-operation  and  substantial  aid  ; 
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and  lie  appeared  to  surmise  intuitively  what  was  requisite 
to  make  the  locality  attractive  as  a place  of  residence,  or 
business,  or  as  a point  where  the  tourist  might  delight  to 
tarry  and  study  the  magnitude  of  nature’s  hidden  wealth, 
as  it  was  bared  by  industrious  and  far-seeing  workers.  lie 
introduced  the  first  supply  of  milk,  the  first  livery  stable, 
the  first  drug  store,  the  first  railroad  package  express,  and, 
finally,  established  the  first  post-office.  In  the  building  of 
roads,  the  opening  of  fresh  coal  mines,  and  the  laying  out 
and  sale  on  easy  terms  of  town  lots,  he  took  an  active  part; 
and  was  the  originator  of  the  Scranton  Gas  and  Water 
Company,  whose  charier  he  framed  and  secured.  As  a 
physician  and  surgeon,  his  superior  judgment,  great  medi- 
cal and  surgical  skill,  and  his  coolness  and  unfailing  self- 
possession  under  the  most  trying  circumstances,  have 
earned  for  him  the  esteem  of  the  most  eminent  schools  and 
professors.  While  continuing  to  hold  the  positions  of 
Chief  Surgeon  to  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western, 
and  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Railroad  and  Canal  Com- 
panies, he  has  retired  from  the  active  work  of  his  profession, 
and  now  would  rather  assist  his  younger  brethren  to  secure 
a remunerative  practice  than  labor  himself  in  the  field 
where  he  has  gleaned  so  much  profit  and  fame.  Though 
in  principle  a firm  Episcopalian,  he  not  only  assisted  the 
Presbyterian  Church  to  erect  its  place  of  worship,  but  in 
many  ways  generously  assisted  the  deserving  brethren  of 
other  denominations  whose  tenets  were  radically  opposed 
to  his  own.  St.  Luke’s,  one  of  the  most  beautiful  church 
structures  of  the  State,  stands  as  an  enduring  witness  to  his 
pioneership  and  libcVality  in  the  cause  of  Christianity,  and 
it  was  with  his  money  that  the  first  preacher  in  Scranton 
was  remunerated.  Descended  from  Revolutionary  stock, 
he  has  always  evinced  unswerving  loyalty  and  indepen- 
dence; and,  when  President  Lincoln  called  for  volunteers 
to  suppress  the  Rebellion,  he  was  the  first  to  enroll  himself 
as  Surgeon  from  Luzerne  county.  On  the  23d  of  April, 
iS6i,he  was  commissioned  Surgeon  of  the  8th  Regiment 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  while  absent  from  home  not 
one  man  was  lost  by  disease;  a lact  which  needs  no  com- 
ment. He  continued  with  his  regiment  until  after  the 
battles  of  South  Mountain  and  Anlietam,  when,  troubled 
by  failing  health,  he  returned  to  his  home  and  ordinary 
pursuits.  Later,  he  established  the  Odd  Eellows  organi- 
zation, and  the  Lackawanna  Hospital,  afterward  endowed 
by  Pennsylvania  as  a State  institution,  with  its  founder  as 
its  head  and  ruler;  subsequently,  he  was  appointed  by 
Governor  Ilartranft,  Trustee  of  the  Danville  Insane  Hos- 
pital, a position  which  at  present  he  fills  with  advantage  to 
the  institution  and  honor  to  himself.  In  private  life,  he  is 
noted  for  his  unsectarian  humanity  and  cheerful  hospitality; 
while  his  learning,  brilliant  conversational  powers,  and 
suave  courtesy  make  him  a valued  and  entertaining  com- 
panion. As  a thinker,  he  is  acute,  penetrative,  and  power- 
ful ; as  a writer,  terse,  pointed,  and  logical.  Although 
already  beyond  the  three-score,  and  within  but  a few  years 


of  the  remaining  ten  which  mark  the  span  of  human  life, 
he  is  still  more  vigorous  anal  energetic  than  many  of 
his  younger  cotemporaries. 


?COTT,  I ION.  JOHN,  Lawyer,  and  United  States 
Senator,  was  born  in  Alexandria,  Huntingdon 
county,  Pennsylvania,  July  14th,  1824.  His 
ancestors,  both  paternal  and  maternal,  were 
Scotch-Irish  ; his  father  was  a Major  of  Volun- 
teers in  the  War  of  1812,  and  a member  of  the 
Twenty-first  Congress.  He  attended  the  common  schools 
of  his  native  town,  enjoying,  moreover,  the  advantage  of 
private  instruction  in  Latin  and  Greek.  He  early  ex- 
hibited his  powers  as  a forcible  public  speaker,  and,  before 
attaining  his  eighteenth  year,  had  acquired  some  celebrity 
as  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  “ Washingtonian  Temperance 
Movement.”  His  talents  and  taste  led  him  to  select  the 
legal  profession,  and  he  entered  the  office  of  Hon.  Alex- 
ander Thomson,  of  Chambersburg,  Pennsylvania,  in  1S42. 
Having  been  admitted  to  the  bar  in  June,  1846,  he  imme- 
diately engaged  in  practice  at  1 Iuntingdon,  Pennsylvania, 
lie  was  the  same  year  appointed  Deputy  Attorney-General 
for  Huntingdon  county,  and  continued  until  1849  rising 
rapidly  in  his  profession  and  acquiring  a large  professional 
practice.  In  1851,  he  was  the  youngest  and  one  of  the 
most  active  members  of  the  Board  of  Revenue  Commis- 
sioners; and,  in  1852,  a member  of  the  Democratic  State 
Convention,  where  he  spoke  earnestly  against  the  nomina- 
tion of  James  Buchanan  for  the  Presidency.  His  health 
having  failed  considerably,  he  visited  Europe  in  1853,  and 
in  1854  was  nominated  by  the  Citizens  Convention  for  the 
State  Legislature,  but,  refusing  to  affiliate  with  the  “ Know 
Nothings,”  when  organized,  after  his  nomination,  he  was 
by  them  defeated.  lie  strenuously  opposed  the  Kansas 
policy  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  and  constantly  endeavored  to 
thwart  and  nullify  its  measures.  Unsuccessfully  nominated 
as  a “ Douglas  Democrat”  for  the  State  Senate,  in  i860, 
in  1861,  he  accepted  the  nomination  of  both  political  par- 
ties for  the  State  Legislature;  having  been  elected  without 
opposition,  he  worked  to  effect  a non-partisan  organization 
of  the  House,  and  warmly  supported  the  Government  in 
its  determined  measures  to  suppress  the  Rebellion,  lhe 
Democratic  Caucus  having  declined  to  act  in  unison  with 
him,  he,  with  other  War  Democrats,  took  sides  with  the 
Republicans,  and  was  appointed  Chairman  of  the  Judiciary 
Committee  for  the  session,  at  the  expiration  of  which  he 
declined  a re-election.  Although  not  a politician,  strictly 
speaking,  he  felt  that  so  much  was  at  stake  that  he  became 
an  earnest  advocate  of  the  re-election  of  Governor  Curtin, 
in  1863,  and  participated  warmly  in  the  support  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  in  the  Presidential  campaign  of  1864.  He  was 
elected  a delegate  to  the  National  Republican  Convention 
of  1 868,  but  was  at  this  time  engaged  in  the  argument 
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tiefore  the  Supreme  Court  of  a question  of  vital  importance, 
anil  his  “position  was  otherwise  filled.  Having  taken  a 
very  active  part  in  the  political  canvass  of  that  year,  lie  was 
prominently  named  lor  the  United  Slates  Senate,  to  succeed 
Hon.  C.  I\.  lluckalew ; elected  finally  hy  the  Legislature, 
he  took  his  seat  in  the  House,  March  4th,  1869.  lie  has 
served  on  many  of  the  most  important  committees,  and  has 
proved  himself  to  lie  a diligent,  fearless,  and  able  Senator, 
lie  was  Chairman  of  the  Select  Committee  appointed  to 
investigate  the  alleged  outrages  in  the  Southern  States;  and 
since  has  been  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  as 
well  as  an  industrious  and  effective  member  of  the  Com- 
mittees on  Finance  and  Railroads.  1 1 is  voice  is  generally 
heard  upon  all  momentous  occasions  when  important 
questions  come  before  the  Senate ; and,  in  his  speeches,  or 
addresses,  there  is  a laudable  avoidance  of  all  straining  for 
oratorical  display,  while  his  remarks  are  lucid,  concise  and 
pointed. 


( > 


jB 

-O 


'DELL,  GREGORY  TOWNSEND,  D.  D.,  the 
first  Rector  of  St.  Andrew’s  Church,  Phila- 
delphia, was  born  on  Staten  Island,  New  York, 
on  October  2S1I1,  1793.  1 1 is  father,  Israel 

l’edell,  was  a man  of  exalted  purity  of  charac- 
ter, who  died  in  his  eighty-first  year,  after  having 
witnessed  the  eminent  usefulness  of  his  son.  His  mother 
was  a sister  of  the  Right  Rev.  Channing  Morse,  the  elo- 
quent Bishop  of  Virginia.  Losing  his  mother  when  only 
nine  years  old,  his  elder  sisters  assumed  the  entire  charge 
of  him  and  of  his  education.  The  failure  of  his  father, 
soon  after  his  mother’s  death,  seriously  impaired  the  pecu- 
niary ability  of  the  family,  and  rendered  it  for  some  time  a 
problem  whether  he  would  ever  be  able  to  attain  the 
thorough  education  which  it  was  the  w ish  of  the  family  he 
should  receive.  Through  the  intervention  of  a relative, 
whose  means  were  by  no  means  large,  he  was  sent  to  the 
Episcopal  Academy  at  Cheshire,  in  Connecticut,  then 
under  the  care  of  Rev.  Dr.  Smith.  Remaining  there  two 
years,  the  means  for  his  support  failed;  and  his  weakness 
of  constitution  rendering  hard  and  continuous  study  ex- 
ceedingly irksome,  he  was  strongly  tempted  to  abandon  his 
project  of  a classical  education.  In  this  he  was  over-ruled, 
and,  entering  Columbia  College,  New  York,  in  1S07,  he 
prosecuted  his  studies  with  an  ardor  which  overcame  the 
feebleness  of  his  constitution.  Soon  after  his  graduation,  in 
1S11,  he  commenced  his  theological  studies  under  Rev. 
l)r.  Ilorr,  an  assistant  minister  of  Trinity  Church,  New 
York,  and  w as  ordained  to  the  Diaconate  on  November 
4th,  1S14.  Ilis  first  sermon  produced  a powerful  Sensation 
for  its  rare  beauty  and  the  impressive  eloquence  with  which 
it  was  delivered.  Ilis  delicate  constitution  induced  him 
to  visit  the  Southern  States  during  the  following  winter 
and  spring,  and  on  his  return  he  entered  upon  his  first 
parochial  charge,  in  Hudson,  New  York,  June  4th,  1S15. 


On  October  29th,  iStfi,  he  was  married  to  Penelope  Thurs- 
ton. The  son  of  this  marriage  is  now  the  Right  Rev.  G. 
Thurston  Bedell,  Bishop  of  Ohio.  In  July,  1S1S,  lie  was 
ordained  a Presbyter,  and  in  October  removed  to  Fayette- 
ville, North  Carolina.  After  four  years  of  successful  labor 
in  this  place,  his  attention  was  called  to  the  advantages  of  a 
residence  in  Philadelphia,  by  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Allen, 
rector  of  St.  Paul’s  Church.  Ilis  wish  was  to  settle  in 
New  5 ork  city;  but  as  he  came  North,  on  his  way  to  New 
York,  lie  was  urged  to  remain,  at  least  for  a few  weeks,  in 
Philadelphia.  As  soon  as  he  had  arrived,  he  was  met  by 
an  im  itation  from  a number  of  gentlemen  to  remain  and 
attempt  the  organization  of  another  parish,  they  making 
themselves  responsible  for  his  support  for  one  year.  lie 
accepted  the  invitation,  though  it  cost  him  the  sacrifice  of 
his  most  cherished  plans.  During  the  summer,  he  preached 
among  the  different  churches,  and  the  organization  of  a 
new  parish,  to  be  known  as  St.  Andrew’s,  having  been  per- 
fected, a lot  on  Eighth  street  near  Spruce  was  secured,  and 
in  the  middle  of  September,  1822,  the  corner-stone  of  the 
new  church  was  laid  by  the  venerable  Bishop  White.  He 
commenced  the  services  of  his  new  parish  in  the  Masonic 
Hall,  in  the  autumn  of  that  year,  but  subsequently  ac- 
cepted the  generous  offer  of  the  vestry  of  St.  James’s  Parish 
to  use  their  church  on  Sunday  evenings  : at  the  dose  of  this 
series  of  services,  he  was  permitted  to  make  a collection  in 
the  church  for  the  benefit  of  his  new  organization.  Ilis 
ministry  had  already  attracted  great  attention,  his  services 
being  always  participated  in  by  vast  crowds,  attracted  by 
his  peerless  eloquence,  by  a style  of  ofatory  superior  to  any 
thing  then  known  in  the  pulpits  of  the  country,  and  by  his 
fervid  and  faithful  exhibition  of  the  gospel.  A new  era 
was  inaugurated  in  the  opening  of  St.  Andrew’s,  on  the 
first  Sunday  in  June,  1S23.  Ilis  ministry  in  Philadelphia 
was  eminently  successful  from  the  commencement.  It  was 
a matter  of  course  that  on  every  Sunday  the  church  was 
crowded,  even  throughout  the  aisles,  and  the  good  accom- 
plished under  his  earnest  preaching  is  incalculable.  In 
1S34,  his  feeble  constitution  began  to  show  symptoms  of 
speedy  decay.  Visiting  Bedford  Springs,  he  found  him- 
self growing  much  worse,  and,  on  his  return  home,  he  died 
in  Baltimore,  on  August  30th,  1834,  leaving  behind  him 
a memory  which  remains  green  and  fragrant  now  when 
more  than  a third  of  a century  has  passed. 


EWTON,  RICHARD,  D.  D.,  Clergyman,  was 
born  in  Liverpool,  England,  July  25th,  1813.  In 
early  childhood,  he  came  with  his  parents  to  the 
United  Stales,  and  settled  in  Philadelphia,  where 
he  received  such  education  as  the  schools  of  that 
day  afforded.  Having  determined  to  study  for 
the  Christian  ministry,  he  entered  a manual  labor  school 
near  Wilmington,  Delaware,  when  he  was  about  sixteen 
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years  of  age.  After  due  preparation,  lie  matriculated  at  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  whence  he  graduated  in  June, 
tS}6,  and  engaged  in  the  study  of  theology  at  the  General 
Seminary,  in  New  York,  lie  was  ordained  a deacon  in 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  July  41I1,  1839,  and  shortly 
afterward  took  charge  of  a parish  at  Westchester  county, 
Pennsylvania.  After  the  retirement  of  Dr.  May  from  the 
rectorship  of  St.  Paul’s  Church,  Philadelphia,  he  accepted 
a call  to  become  its  pastor,  and  for  twenty-two  years  minis- 
tered to  that  congregation  w ith  great  acceptance,  anil  con- 
tributed much  to  the  temporal  and  spiritual  prosperity  of 
that  parish.  In  the  spring  of  1862,  he  accepted  a call  from 
the  Church  of  the  Epiphany,  of  Philadelphia,  where  he  has 
since  labored  assiduously  and  effectively.  lie  received  the 
honorary  degree  of  I).  1).  from  Kenyon  College,  Gambier, 
Ohio,  some  twenty  years  ago.  He  is  an  author  of  marked 
ability,  and  has  given  to  the  public  many  volumes  of  in- 
structive and  entertaining,  moral  and  religious  matter. 
1 1 is  writings  are  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  wants  of  youth, 
and  find  a place  in  the  Sunday  school  libraries  of  almost 
every  denomination.  Among  them  are,  Rills  from  the 
fountain  of  I if'.  The  Rest  Things,  7 he  King's  Highway, 
The  Giants,  and  llow  to  Tight  Them,  with  very  many 
others  of  familiar  title.  lie  is  also  a regular  and  valuable 
contributor  to  various  Sunday  school  papers  and  periodi- 
cals, and  in  every  possible  way  manifests  his  deep  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  those  institutions.  He  is  a man  of  strong 
moral  sentiments  and  great  depth  of  thought.  As  a speaker, 
he  is  clear  and  accurate  in  expression,  while  his  discourses 
abound  in  choice  sentiments  and  graphic  illustrations. 
Socially,  he  is  a man  of  warm  sympathy  and  the  kindliest 
feeling,  and  is  much  endeared  to  the  circles  in  which  he 
moves. 


Wj  EEDER,  ANDREW  II.,  Lawyer,  and  Governor 
/j  of  Kansas,  was  the  son  of  Absalom  Reeder, 


who,  originally  of  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  came  to 
Easton,  Pennsylvania,  about  1770.  After  re- 
ceiving a thorough  general  education  in  I.aw- 
renceville,  New  Jersey,  Andrew  H.  settled  in 
Easton,  and  there  pursued  a course  of  law  studies  with  the 
well  known  General  Peter  lluie.  On  the  iSth  of  Novem- 
ber, 1828,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  under  the  most  favor- 
able auspices,  and  in  this  place  practised  uninterruptedly 
and  successfully  during  many  years.  I.ater,  he  resided  in 
Kansas,  and,  while  there,  succeeded  through  his  varied 
attainments  and  courteous  affability  to  rich  and  poor,  in 
winning  the  affection  and  esteem  of  all  around  him.  In 
September,  1854,  he  was  appointed  by  President  Pierce, 
Governor  of  the  State,  and  fulfilled  his  numerous  and 
arduous  duties  with  honor  to  himself,  and  to  those  who 
had  chosen  him  to  occupy  this  high  position.  Upon  re- 
turning to  Easton,  he  resumed  active  practice,  in  July,  1837, 
connecting  with  him  Henry  Green,  a worthy  and  r 


spected  practitioner,  who  remained  his  coadjutor  in  the  law 
until  his  decease,  lie  was  unvaryingly  an  active  mover 
and  worker  in  the  prevailing  politics  of  the  day;  and,  by 
his  energy,  perseverance,  and  commendable  qualities  of 
mind  and  heart,  signalized  himself  as  a valuable  ally  and 
assistant.  At  first  a Democrat,  lie  became,  when  the 
famous  Fremont  campaign  agitated  the  country,  an  in- 
flexible and  warmly  interested  Republican.  Subsequent 
to  this  stirring  period,  he  invariably  sided  with  the  latter 
party,  worked  persistently  for  its  interests,  and  in  all  times 
endeavored  to  strengthen  and  uphold  it.  He  was  a man 
of  sterling  character,  great  firmness  and  probity,  and  un- 
swerving rectitude.  As  an  incorruptible  citizen,  he  gained 
the  respect  and  admiration  of  all  that  knew  him ; as  a 
politician,  the  esteem  of  honest  men,  and  the  fear  of  evil- 
doers; as  Governor  of  Kansas,  he  was  the  recipient  of 
countless  encomiums  and  plaudits.  He  died,  July  5th, 
1864,  and  was  buried  in  the  cemetery  of  that  Easton,  where 
he  had  gleaned  his  first  laurels  and  his  last. 


RANKLIN,  TIIOMAS  E.,  Lawyer,  was  born  in 
Philadelphia,  April  20th,  1S10.  His  father, 
Judge  Walter  Franklin,  was  at  that  time  Attorney- 
General  for  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
1 1 is  mother  was  a daughter  of  James  Ewlon,  a 
well-known  and  highly  esteemed  preacher  of  the 
Society  of  Friends.  1 1 is  parents  removed  to  Lancaster 

soon  after  his  birth,  and  there  he  received  the  rudiments 
of  education.  In  1S22,  he  was  placed  in  the  mathematical 
school  of  Joshua  Iloopes,  in  Downington,  Chester  county, 
where  he  remained  for  about  a year.  In  September, 
1S24,  he  entered  Yale  College,  and  graduated  with  honors, 
in  1828.  lie  was  also  admitted  into  the  societies  of 
“ Phi,  Beta,  Kappa,”  and  “ Chi,  Delta,  Theta,”  mem- 
bership in  which  was  then  considered  an  honorable  distinc- 
tion, an  evidence  of  superior  scholarship.  After  leaving 
college  he  commenced  to  study  law,  both  in  the  office  of 
his  father,  and  in  that  of  his  brother-in-law,  W.  Hopkins. 
In  1 S3 1,  being  but  twenty-one  years  of  age,  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar,  and  at  once  commenced  the  practice  of 
his  profession  in  Lancaster.  He  quickly  established  an 
extensive  and  lucrative  practice,  which  has  continued  for 
more  than  forty-three  years.  In  February,  1S33,  he  was 
appointed  District  Attorney  for  the  Mayor’s  Court  of  the 
City  of  Lancaster,  which  position  he  held  for  about  three 
years.  In  April,  1851,  he  was  appointed;  by  Governor 
Johnston,  Attorney-General  for  the  commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  held  the  position  until  the  end  of  the  admin- 
istration, in  January,  1852.  In  1855,  he  was  reappointed 
by  Governor  Pollock,  and  continued  the  office  until  1S5S, 
retiring  again  with  the  Governor.  In  1844,  he  was  a 
delegate  from  the  Whig  party,  of  Lancaster  county,  to  the 
National  Convention,  at  Baltimore,  which  nominated  Henry 
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Clay  for  the  Presidency;  and,  in  1S4S,  to  the  National 
Convention,  at  Philadelphia,  which  nominated  General  Z. 
Taylor  for  the  Presidency;  and  again,  in  1S64,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  late  lion,  'l'haddeus  Stevens,  to  the  conven- 
tion at  Baltimore,  which  nominated  Abraham  Lincoln  for 
re-election.  In  1S47,  he  was  Chairman  of  the  Whig  State 
Central  Committee.  In  iS6i,  he  was  one  of  the  delegates 
appointed  by  Governor  Curtin,  to  what  was  popularly 
known  as  the  Peace  Convention,”  at  Washington.  The 
degree  of  l.L.  I).  was  conferred  upon  him  by  Franklin  and 
Marshall  College,  in  June,  1S74.  He  was  one  of  the 
original  Directors  of  the  Harrisburg  & Lancaster  Railroad 
Company,  and  also  its  solicitor.  He  has  been  fqr  many 
years  a Director  of  the  Farmers’  National  Bank,  of  Lan- 
caster, and  President  of  the  Lancaster  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
pany, since  its  organization;  and  is  on  the  direction  of 
several  other  public  companies.  He  was  married,  Novem- 
ber 7th,  1S37,  to  a daughter  of  Colonel  George  Mayer, 
who  served  in  the  War  of  1S12,  and  was  subsequently  a 
prominent  merchant  of  Lancaster. 


OIINSON,  Dr.  WILLIAM  N.,  Physician,  was 
born  in  Germantown,  Pennsylvania,  May  10th, 
1807.  His  father,  Joint  Johnson,  who  built  the 
present  family  mansion  Upon  the  site  of  the  Ger- 
mantown battle-ground,  was  the  great-grandson 
of  Dirk  Jansen,  who  came  over  from  Delft, 
Holland,  in  1683.  The  name  was  anglicised  in  the  next 
generation.  Dirk  Jansen,  as  he -was  then  called,  was  a 
Friend,  and  probably  one  of  those  who  were  converted  to 
that  faith  by  William  Penn,  on  the  occasion  of  his  visit  to 
Germany,  and  who  afterward  came  to  this  country  for  the 
freer  exercise  of  their  religion.  He  bought  large  tracts 
of  land  in  Germantown,  from  the  Frankfort  Company, 
London;  and  a house  built  by  him  in  16S9,  is  still  stand- 
ing. As  intimated,  the  battle  of  Germantown  was  fought 
(October  4th,  1777,)  upon  the  well  known  Johnson  and 
Chew  properly;  the  British  cannon  being  placed  in  position 
in  front  of  the  site  of  the  present  Johnson  house.  Thirty 
years  after  this  memorable' epoch,  William  Norton,  the 
eldest  son  of  nine  children,' "was  born  bn  this  famous  battle- 
ground ; and  in  due  time  was  fitted  for  college  at  the  Ger- 

V, 

mantown  Academy.  I it  1824,  he  entered  the  Junior  Class 
at  Dickinson  College,  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
graduated  in  1S26,  sharing  the  first  honor  with  two  others, 
who  graded  equally  in  scholarship  with  himself.  He  im- 
mediately began  the  study  of  medicine  under  Professor 
George  B.  Wood,  of  Philadelphia;  and,  in  1829,  took  his 
medical  degree  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  He 
soon  after  went  to  Europe,  and  for  two  years  attended 
clinical  lectures  at  the  hospitals  in  Paris.  He  was  present 
at  the  Revolution  of  July,  1830,  which  drove  Charles  X. 
from  his  throne,  and  his  fruitful  pen  furnished  a series  of 


vivid  and  picturesque  home  letters  of  those  stirring  and 
eventful  times.  He  subsequently  extended  his  travels 
through  Italy,  Germany,  England,  and  Scotland,  when  he 
returned  home,  and  immediately  began  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  his  native  town.  Here,  his  life  was  filled  up 
with  professional  usefulness.  He  was  the  benefactor  of  the 
poor  and  needy,  and  a kind  ministrant  to  all  who  sought 
his  counsel.  He  died,  June  22d,  1870. 

of.-  /f|  URGESS,  JOHN  CHANDLER,  Banker  and 
C l I Proprietor,  was  born  in  Waitslield,  Wash- 

S j ington  county,  Vermont,  January  9th,  181 1.  He 
was  one  of  a large  family  of  W.  B.  Burgess  and 
’ 0 Hester  (Williams)  Burgess,  of  Pittsfield,  Massa- 

chusetts. 1 1 is  father  was  a blacksmith  and  bridge 
builder,  and,  while  he  himself  was  an  infant,  moved  to 
Troy,  New  York ; after  remaining  there  some  four  years  or 
more,  he  settled  in  Filtstown,  in  the  same  county  and  State. 
During  two  years  he  resided  here,  and  in  which  time  he 
built  the  iron  bridge  across  the  Iloosic  river.  From  Pitts- 
town  the  Burgess  family  emigrated  to  what  was  then  called 
the  Black,  river  country,  in  Oneida  county,  New  York. 
Here  Johh  received  what  primary  education  could  be  ob- 
tained from  the  log  cabin  schools  of  those  days;  working 
on  the  farm  in  summer,  attending  school  in  the  winter. 
This  life  he  led  until  nearly  twenty-two  years  of  age,  when, 
travelling  to  Hartford,  Connecticut,  he  was  employed  as 
clerk  by  E.  Fessenden,  the  proprietor  of  the  Eagle  Hotel. 
After  serving  creditably  during  four  years  in  this  establish- 
ment, he  secured  an  engagement  as  clerk  at  the  City  Hotel, 
in  the  same  town  ; in  this  house  also  he  remained  for  the 
same  length  of  time.  He  then  went  to  Morristown,  New 
Jersey,  and  leased  for  himself  the  hotel  formerly  erected  by 
W.  Gibbons;  this  establishment  he  conducted  for  two  years, 
when  he  returned  to  Hartford,  and  leased  for  five  years, 

( 1S46-1851,)  the  City  Hotel,  where,  in  earlier  days,  he  had 
been  a clerk.  Pecuniarily,  his  experience  in  hotel  keeping 
had  been  eminently  successful ; so  much  so,  that,  at  the 
expiration  of  this  lease,  in  1851,  he  retired  from  active 
business.  A year  later,  however,  he  was  solicited  by  a 
number  of  New  York  capitalists  to  take  charge  of  the 
Wyoming  House,  in  Scranton,  Pennsylvania.  This  was 
the  first  hotel  blending  comfort  with  elegance  that  had  been 
established  in  the  town,  and  its  great  success  and  popularity 
was  due  to  the  able  management  and  courteous  business- 
like tact  evinced  by  its  chief.  At  the  expiration  of  three 
years,  he  negotiated  for  the  purchase  of  the  house,  and  it 
became  his  property.  A year  later,  he  leased  it  for  five 
years;  but  before  three  years  had  elapsed,  he  was  again  its 
host  and  director.  While  the  hotel  was  managed  by  him, 
many  of  the  prominent  men  of  the  valley  made  it  their 
home,  while  all  the  leading  business  men  who  frequented 
that  country,  found  there  every  requisite  of  a first-class 
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establishment.  Also  it  is  a fact  well  worthy  of  note,  that 
the  success  and  reputation  sustained  by  the  Wyoming 
House,  is  due  entirely  to  the  talents  and  shrewd  sagacity 
displayed  in  so  many  ways  by  its  proprietor;  while  the 
vending  of  li<|uors  at  the  “bar”  contributed  little  to  its 
income.  In  fact,  he  has,  during  his  long  experience  in 
hotel  keeping,  endeavored  to  prove  that  a house,  second 
to  none  in  every  point,  could  he  made  to  yield  a remunera- 
tive income  without  relying  upon  the  traffic  in  intoxicating 
liquors.  In  this  he  has  been  successful,  as  in  all  things 
else;  and  in  repressing  wisely  an  occasionally  objection- 
able feature  in  this  species  of  business,  while  devoting  his 
attention  especially  to  its  more  important  features,  he  has 
found  honor  and  fortune.  In  1S66,  owing  to  the  demand 
for  further  accommodation,  a large  wing  was  added  to  the 
house;  and  again,  in  1872,  one  still  larger,  the  latter  ad- 
dition giving  thirty-five  additional  rooms,  under  which  are 
two  spacious  and  handsome  stores;  it  has  all  the  appurte- 
nances of  a thoroughly  first-class  hotel.  In  1S69,  John 
Ilandley,  an  attorney  in  Scranton,  appreciating  the  solid 
integrity  and  reputable  sagacity  of  Mr.  Burgess,  solicited 
him  for  permission  to  use  his  name,  and  together  they  in- 
stituted a banking  firm  known  as  “ Ilandley  and  Company.” 
So  rapidly  did  their  business  prosper  and  increase,  that, 
at  the  expiration  of  two  years,  they  re-organized  and  con- 
verted it  into  a State  bank,  and  received  a charter  under 
the  name  of  the  Merchants’  and  Mechanics’  Bank  of 
Scranton:  John  Ilandley,  President;  John  Burgess,  Vice- 
President — positions  still  filled  by  them.  He  has  ever 
taken  an  active  part  in  all  general  improvements  concern- 
ing Scranton,  and  was  the  foremost  man  when  the  im- 
portant question  of  the  introduction  of  drainage  and  sewer- 
age was  under  discussion.  He  was  one  of  the  prime 
movers  in  organizing  and  building  up  the  Episcopal  Church 
of  the  town,  and  has  been  closely  connected  with  that  sect 
since  his  residence  in  Hartford.  In  1S44,  he  was  married 
to  Marie  Adelaide  Amblairde,  one  of  a worthy  French 
family,  then  residents  of  Springfield,  Massachusetts.  To 
this  estimable  lady  he  attributes  a large  share  of  his  success 
in  life;  while  her  active  aid,  politic  counsel,  and  untiring 
attention  to  household  duties  have  helped  greatly  to  cheer 
and  enrich  him.  In  1865,  there  was  an  interesting  gather- 
ing, at  Cleveland,  of  the  Burgess  family,  and  on  that 
occasion,  the  festivities  were  of  a character  at  once  joyous 
and  affecting. 


crWj^’RAKE,  JOI IX,  Merchant,  Easton,  Pennsylvania, 
was  born  near  Ashbury,  Warren  county,  New 
Jersey,  December,  1S03.  His  father,  a farmer, 
was  in  comparatively  limited  circumstances,  ami 
hence  all  the  education  received  by  the  son  was 
acquired  by  attendance  on  a country  school 
during  the  winter  months.  Of  German  and  Scotch  descent, 
he  inherited  those  traits  of  character  for  energy  and  perse- 
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vcrance  which  pre-eminently  belong  to  the  people  of  those 
nationalities,  and  which  tend  to,  so  frequently,  render  them 
successful  in  the  business  of  life.  Leaving  his  father’s 
farm  at  the  age  of  twenty-five,  he  settled  in  a village  called 
Broadway,  in  his  native  county,  where  he  opened  a hotel, 
and  also  a small  country  store.  In  about  three  years  he 
removed  to  Townsbury,  where  he  continued  merchandizing, 
and  also  started  a saw  mill.  At  this  place  he  remained 
about  two  years,  when  he  moved  to  Bridgeville,  and  turned 
his  attention  entirely  to  commercial  pursuits.  About  this 
time  he  formed  the  acquaintance  of,  and  employed  Derrick 
Hulick,  who  afterwards  became  his  partner  in  business, 
which  relationship  continued,  as  Drake  & Hulick,  until  the 
death  of  the  junior  partner,  in  1872.  The  business  is  still 
conducted  under  the  old  firm  name,  by  the  sons  of  the 
original  partners.  1 1 is  several  removals  within  a few  years 
seem  to  have  resulted  greatly  to  his  advantage,  for  his 
business  and  means  steadily  increased.  In  1836,  he  left 
New  Jersey,  and  located  in  Easton,  Pennsylvania.  At  this 
period  Easton  was  a small  town  with  its  business  confined 
to  the  immediate  vicinity,  not  even  extending  to  the  limits 
of  the  county.-  Here  he  opened  a retail  store,  associating 
with  him  his  former  employe,  Derrick  Hulick.  With  men 
of  their  energy  and  business  tact,  the  operations  of  a retail 
store  in  a small  country  town  were  too  circumscribed.  It 
was  not  long  before  the  retail  was  converted  into  a w hole- 
sale business,  and  the  trade  formerly  confined  to  the  town 
and  its  immediate  vicinity  was  extended  throughout  the 
fertile  valley  of  the  Lehigh,  the  counties  of  Eastern  Penn- 
sylvania, and  even  into  Southern  New  York.  The  establish- 
ment of  this  firm  being  before  the  construction  of  the  many 
railroads  which  now  traverse  those  rich  sections  of  Penn- 
sylvania, developing  as  much  if  not  more  substantial  wealth 
than  the  same  area  of  any  other  portion  of  the  United 
States,  Drake  & Hulick  gathered  into  the  town  of  Easton, 
and  transported  thence  to  the  great  marts  of  trade,  New 
York  and  Philadelphia,  the  produce  of*  the  country  by 
means  of  wagons.  These  were  under  the  superintendence 
of  the  junior  partner,  while  the  senior  managed  the 
mercantile  and  financial  branches  of  the  business  at  home. 
Under  such  management  as  this  it  was  not  long  before  the 
firm  not  only  did  a thriving  business,  but  also  monopolized 
the  trade  of  the  surrounding  country.  The  capacity  and 
probity  of  the  senior  partner  was  soon  established  and 
acknowledged  by  the  community  in  which  he  lived,  and  he 
was,  early  in  life,  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading  business 
men  of  that  section.  Active  and  public  spirited,  lie  was 
closely  connected  with  every  improvement  looking  to  the 
advancement  of  Easton.  He  was  a large  stockholder  in, 
and  director  of,  the  principal  bank  of  the  town.  He  was 
heavily  interested  in  the  iron  trade  in  the  Lehigh  valley, 
and  was  a controlling  director  and  originator  of  the  Thomas 
and  the  Carbon  Iron  Companies.  He  was  also  one  of  the 
(five)  owners  of  the  Delaware  Rolling  Mill.  He  was  not 
only  an  intelligent,  active,  and  successful  business  man, 
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Iml  lie  had  few  superiors  in  the  faculty  of  conceiving  and 
managing  large  operations.  In  1S2S,  he  married  Margaret, 
daughter  of  Samuel  S.  Stewart,  of  Warren  county,  New 
Jersey,  lie  had  no  especial  taste  for  politics,  but  always 
adhered  to  the  Whig  and  Republican  parties.  He  died  in 
April,  1 S73,  and  his  remains  repose  in  the  cemetery  of  the 
town  whose  prosperity  he  so  materially  advanced.  Com- 
mencing life  with  no. capital  but  energy,  probity,  and  good 
judgment,  he  ended  a life  of  usefulness,  having  amassed  a 
fortune  estimated  at  half  a million  of  dollars,  anil  leaving  a 
record  wholly  honorable. 


OF  FIN,  JAMES  HENRY,  I.E.  D.,  Scientist,  was 
born  at  Williamsburg,  Massachusetts,  September 
6th,  1S06.  1 1 is  father  had  at  one  time  been 

wealthy,  but  suffered  reverses  through  the  war 
of  1S12,  and  in  consequence  the  lad  was  com- 
pelled to  learn  a trade,  lie  selected  that  of 
musical  instrument  maker,  but  had  hardly  commenced, 
when,  through  the  suggestion  id’  his  cousin — who  afterwards 
became  the  founder  of  the  American  Tract  Society — he 
determined  upon  an  entirely  different  course  of  life. 
Tnough  without  any  means  of  support,  he  matriculated  at 
Amherst  College,  and  throughout  his  four  years’  course 
there  earned  sufficient  to  meet  his  expenses,  while  still 
vigorously  pursuing  his  studies,  and  notwithstanding  he 
encountered  a serious  obstacle  in  the  shape  of  an  attack  of 
blindness,  through  which  he  lost  one  year’s  time.  He 
graduated  in  1S2S,  and  was  engaged  for  some  time  as  a 
teacher.  In  this  position  he  was  remarkably  successful ; 
being  deeply  interested,  and  even  enthusiastic  in  the  work 
himself,  he  seldom  failed  to  awaken  the  zeal  of  his  students. 
One  of  his  earliest  undertakings  of  public  importance  was 
the  establishment,  at  Greenfield,  of  the  Eellenberg  Manual 
Labor  Institution.  He  subsequently  became  Principal  of 
the  Ogdensburg  (New  York)  Academy,  and,  in  1S39,  a 
member  of  the  Williams  College  Faculty.  In  1S46,  he 
assumed  the  chair  of  Mathematics  and  Astronomy  in 
Lafayette  College,  at  Easton,  Pennsylvania,  and  retained 
the  same  until  his  death,  which  occurred  at  that  college  on 
February  6th,  1S73.  Ilis  labors  in  the  cause  of  science 
were  chiefly  devoted  to  the  department  of  meteorology,  and 
the  development  of  the  theory  of  the  winds.  He  was  one 
of  the  committee  of  three,  appointed  to  memorialize  the 
United  States  Government  to  establish  the  Signal  Service, 
known  as  the  “Probabilities”  bureau.  He  invented 
several  self-registering  weather  instruments;  and  his  in- 
vestigations, made  with  great  minuteness,  form  the  chapter 
on  Climate  in  the  .Witurnl  History  of  Kno  York,  published 
by  the  State  in  1S45.  The  A'esu/ts  of  J Ateoroloyical  Ob- 
servations, a quarto  of  over  one  thousand  pages,  which  is  a 
standard  work  on  the  climate  of  North  America,  was  pre-  j 
pared  under  his  supervision.  On  the  subject  of  the  theory  I 


of  the  winds,  his  mind  was  actively  and  continuously 
engaged  for  thirty  years.  In  his  Winds  of  the' Northern 
Hemisphere,  published  in  1 S 5 3 , he  announced  his  great 
discovery  of  the  existence  of  three  principal  zones  of  winds 
in  this  hemisphere,  and  of  a meteorological  pole  situated  in 
latitude  84°  and  longitude  105°  west  of  Greenwich.  Of 
this  work  the  physicist  Maury  said,  that  it  “ contained 
myriads  of  observations  on  land  and  sea.”  The  results  of 
this  discovery  have  been  employed  as  the  basis  of  the  wind- 
charts  of  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans,  published  by  the 
English  Hoard  of  Trade.  Ilis  posthumous  work,  7 he 
Winds  of  the  Clohe,  completed  by  his  son,  and  issued  by 
the  Smithsonian  Institution,  extends  these  researches  over 
the  entire  globe,  and  includes  records  made  at  4000  places. 
Besides  his  more  important  literary  productions  on  scientific 
subjects,  he  also  published  four  mathematical  works,  and 
read  many  valuable  papers  before  the  American  Association 
for  the  Advancement  of  Science,  of  which  association  he 
was  Vice-President,  and  had  been  a member  from  its  com- 
mencement. He  was  also  a member  of  the  National 
Academy  of  Science.  Of  him  and  his  services  to  science, 
Professor  Ilcnrv,  the  eminent  head  of  the  Smithsonian  In- 
stitution, says  : “The  premature  death  of  Professor  Coffin 
is  a loss  to  the  world  ; and  in  reviewing  what  may  be  called 
his  extra  labors,  we  cannot  refrain  from  an  endeavor  to  im- 
press upon  the  general  public  that  men  of  his  character, 
who  d > honor  to  humanity,  ought  not  to  be  suffered  to 
expend  their  energies  in  the  drilling  of  youth  in  the  mere 
elements  of  knowledge,  and  with  a compensation  not  more 
than  sufficient  to  secure  the  necessaries  of  life;  that  they 
should  be  consecrated  as  officiating  priests  in  the  temple  of 
knowledge,  and  be  furnished  with  all  the  appliances  and 
assistance  necessary  to  the  accomplishment  of  their  objects 
— namely,  the  extension  of  the  bounds  of  human  thought 
and  of  human  power.” 


INDERMAN,  GARRETT  B.,  Physician,  Coal 
Operator,  and  Banker,  was  born  October  151b, 
1829,  in  Pike  county,  Pennsylvania.  His  father, 
John  J.  Linderman,  of  Scotch  descent,  was  a 
physician,  and  actively  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  medicine  for  over  fifty  years  in  that  county. 
Ilis  mother  was  a daughter  of  the  Hon.  Richard  Brodhcad, 
granddaughter  of  Garrett  Brodhead,  an  officer  of  the  Revo- 
lution, and  sister  of  the  late  Senator  Richard  Brodhead. 
After  receiving  an  academic  education,  he  read  medicine 
with  his  father,  and  graduated  in  March,  1851,  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  New  York.  He  first  practised  his  profession  at 
Unionville,  Orange  county,  New  York,  but  left  it  in  1854 
and  settled  in  Mauch  Chunk,  Pennsylvania.  In  August  of 
the  same  year  the  cholera  reaching  that  borough,  carried 
off  the  resident  practitioners  there,  and  he  soon  advanced  to 
a leading  position  among  the  physicians  of  that  section  of 
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t lie  Stale.  In  tSbo,  the  daily  rounds  and  night  work  of  a 
large  practice  having  told  on  his  health,  he  withdrew  from 
the  profession  and  devoted  a part  of  his  time  to  commercial 
pursuits.  In  1S63,  he  became  the  active  partner  in  the 
East  Sugar  Loaf  Colliery,  worked  by  Packer,  Liiulerman  & 
Co.,  and  a partner  in  the  Room  Run  Colliery,  worked  by 
Douglas,  Skeer  & Co.,  taking  charge  of  all  the  business  of 
the  first  named  firm.  In  1S65,  on  the  retirement  of  Mr. 
Douglas,  he  also  took  charge  ol  the  Room  Run  Colliery. 
The  coal  of  these  two  collieries,  which  reached  tide-water, 
was  sold  by  E.  A.  Packer  & Co.  (composed  of  the  same 
partners),  until  1S07,  when  E.  A.  Packer  withdrew,  and 
the  name  of  the  firm  became  G.  P>.  Linderman  & Co. 
After  this  1 )r.  1 indcrman  took  charge  of  the  sale,  as  well  as 
of  the  production  of  coal,  and  spent  most  of  his  time  in 
New  York.  Looking  the  ground  over,  he  found  that  all 
the  coal  produced  in  the  I.ehigh  Valley  was  being  sold  by 
a number  of  firms,  without  any  concert  of  action — a state 
of  affairs  detrimental  to  all.  Accordingly,  he  devoted  him- 
self to  the  organization  of  the  I.ehigh  Coal  Exchange,  of 
which  he  was  elected  President,  ami  has  so  remained  to  the 
present  time.  The  I.ehigh  Coal  Exchange  regulates  the 
price  of  all  coal  that  reaches  tide-water  from  the  middle 
coal-field,  and  thereby  fixes  the  wages  paid  to  the  miners  in 
the  same  district.  In  1S6S,  he  organized  the  banking 
house  of  G.  15.  Linderman  & Co.,  at  Mauch  Chunk.  In 
1S70,  he  moved  to  Bethlehem,  Pennsylvania.  Tn  1S72,  he 
organized  the  Lehigh  Valley  National  Bank  of  Bethlehem, 
and  was  elected  its  President,  lie  was  married  to  Lucy, 
daughter  of  Judge  Packer,  lie  is  one  of  the  Trustees  of 
the  Lehigh  University,  at  Bethlehem,  and  has  the  reputation 
of  being  one  of  the  most  progressive  and  sound  business 
men  in  Eastern  Pennsylvania. 


jjRTII,  IION.  GODLOyE  S., Lawyer,  anil  Congress- 
man, was  born  near  Lebanon,  Pennsylvania,  April 
22<1,  1S17.  He  is  of  German  descent,  his  family 
j having  emigrated  to  Pennsylvania  as  early  as 

3 1729,  under  the  auspices  of  the  celebrated  Mora- 

^ vian  Count  Zinzendorf.  He  was  educated  at 
Pennsylvania  College,  at  Gettysburg,  and  removed  to 
Indiana  in  1S39.  Having  studied  law  with  lion.  James 
Cooper,  of  Gettysburg,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1S39, 
and  commenced  practice  at  Lafayette,  Indiana.  lie 
entered  upon  the  political  arena  early  in  life,  and  espoused 
the  principles  of  the  Whig  parly,  which  elected  him  to  the 
State  Senate  for  the  years  1 Sy3-’4  '45 — ’47  and  1S48; 

during  one  year  of  this  period  he  was  President  of  that 


Congress,  in  1S62,  by  the  Republican  party  of  the  Seventh 
District  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  successively  re-elected  to 
the  Thirty-ninth,  Fortieth,  and  Forty  fust  Congresses,  where 
he  served  in  many  important  committees,  and  took  an 
active  part  in  all  the  proceedings  of  the  House.  Having 
been  returned  as  a Republican  from  the  State  at  large  to 
the  Forty-third  Congress,  in  1872,  be  was  appointed  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  and  has  served 
with  marked  ability. 


I 


.9 


German. 


LAIR,  JAMES,  President  of  the  Scranton  Savings 
Bank,  Merchant,  and  Railroad  Manager,  was 
born  in  Warren  county,  New  Jeisey,  May  1 51b, 
1S09.  He  is  a son  of  James  Blair,  and  Rachel 
(Inslce)  Blair,  both  of  the  same  county  and 
State,  and  whose  antecedents  are  Scotch  and 
1 1 is  education  was  only  of  that  primary  and 
elementary  kind  obtainable  in  the  common  schools  of  his 
birthplace.  At  eighteen  years  of  age,  he  engaged  in  busi- 
ness as  a country  storekeeper  at  Marksborough,  Warren 
county,  New  Jersey.  Here  he  remained  for  thirty -fixe 
years,  and,  during  twenty-five  years  of  this  time,  his  was 
the  only  store  established  in  that  vicinity.  In  1864,  he 
removed  to  Scranton,  and  engaged  • in  banking,  also 
operating  largely,  meanwhile,  in  real  estate.  In  1867,  lie, 
with  several  other  influential  associates,  originated  and 
founded  the  Scranton  Savings  Bank,  of  which  he  was 
chosen  President ; to  his  credit  be  it  observed  that  he  is 
uTjw,  as  then,  the  first  officer  of  this  well  known  institution, 
lie  projected  and  built,  chiefly  on  his  own  account,  and  at 
his  own  personal  risk,  the  various  street  railroads  in 
Scranton,  the  stock  in  which  has  since  been  divided  among 
others.  In  connection  with  various  other  capitalists,  he 
'became  one  of  the  originators  of  the  Lackawanna  Iron  and 
Coal  Company  ; also  one  of  the  first  subscribers  interested 
in  the  building  of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western 
Railroad,  and  has  been  a Director  of'  this  road  for  many 
year's.  lie  has,  moreover,  been  largely  interested  with  his 
brother,  John  T.  Blair,  in  all  his  railroad  operations  in  the 
West,  and  they  contracted  to  build  in  that  section  of  the 
country  over  seven  hundred  miles  of  railroad.  Throughout 
Scranton  and  elsewhere,  lie  is  known  as  a wise  patron,  a 
generous  friend,  a loyal  and  exemplary  citizen,  and  a busi- 
ness man  of  great  ability  and  tact.  Wherever  and  whenever 
alterations  or  improvements  have  been  deemed  needful  or 
desirable,  his  has  always  been  the  first  brain  to  conceive, 
the  first  hand  to  perform  ; and  what  the  one  conceived,  the 
other  has  shown  itself  quick  in  performing.  His  success  in 


body.  He  wa-  a Presidential  elector  in  1S4S,  after  which  life  may  be  justly  attributed  to  constant  and  cheerful  indus 


he  devoted  himself  to  practice  for  a number  of  years. 


try,  shrewd  economy,  good  management,  at  once  cautious 


was  a member  of  the  Peace  Conference  of  i.Sfii,  and  having  | and  decided,  and  entire  and  exclusive  attention  to  business, 
subsequently  raised  a company  of  volunteer  . served  with  , Few  men  are  able  to  point  to  so  many  examples  of  weighty 
them  as  Captain.  lie  was  elected  to  the  Thirty-eighth  [ projects  matured  so  successfully,  and  in  the  face  of  so  many 
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and  sucli  perplexing  difficulties  as  those  which  he  has 
repeatedly  conquered ; and  still  fewer  may,  as  he  may,  be 
credited  with  s > many  act-,  tending  to  develop  the  resources 
of  the  country,  and  to  benefit  his  brethren.  In  1S34,  he 
was  married  to  Elizabeth  P.  Locke,  of  Warren  county,  New 
Jersey;  and  again,  in  1S64,  to  Margaret  J.  McKinney,  of 
Scranton,  formerly  of  New  Jersey,  who  is  his  present  wife. 


UI.ICK,  DERRICK,  Merchant,  was  born  in  War- 
ren county.  New  Jersey,  November  aStli,  1S14. 
IIP  father,  Ilenry  D.  Ilulick,  was  a native  of 
New  Jersey;  his  mother,  Phtebc  (Morgan),  of 
Pennsylvania.  He  enjoyed  but  few  school  ad- 
vantages, the  meagre  education  he  received  being 
obtained  at  the  country  schools  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Oxford,  Warren  county,  New  Jersey,  where,  until  his  early 
manhood,  he  lived  and  worked  upon  a farm.  Nevertheless, 
being  naturally  of  a strong  mind  and  quick  perception,  lie 
had  the  faculty  of  utilizing  what  little  preparatory  education 
he  acquired  ; and  hence  this  elementary  teaching,  though 
limited,  was  sufficient  to  be  of  great  advantage  to  him  in 
subsequent  life.  Upon  attaining  his  majority,  he  was  taken 
into  partnership  with  John  Drake,  of  Easton,  Pennsylvania, 
in  whose  employ  he  had  for  some  time  previously  been 
engaged.  living  energetic  and  prompt  in  all  his  business 
relations,  he  soon  established  a large  trade  for  the  house  of 
Drake  & Ilulick.  'file  existence  of  this  firm  being  before 
the  general  introduction  of  railroads,  the  transportation, 
trade,  and  barter  of  merchandize  was  done  by  the  now- 
considered  slow  means  of  wagons.  lie  assumed  the  outside 
operations  of  the  concern,  and  not  only  monopolized  the 
trade  of  the  Lehigh  Valley,  but  even  with  his  teams  pene- 
trated into  the  Stale  of  New  York,  thus  extending  the  busi- 
ness connections  of  the  firm  throughout  Eastern  Pennsylva- 
nia and  the  southern  portions  of  New  York.  1 1 is  social 
qualities  gained  him  great  personal  popularity,  which, 
together  with  his  high  character  a-,  a business  man,  aided 
him  greatly  in  the  acquisition  of  wealth.  Although  the 
business  of  the  firm  was  not  confined  to  any  particular 
branch  of  merchandize,  it  being  a country  store  in  which  all 
commodities  were  bought  and  sold,  yet  he  became  such  a 
noted  adept  in  his  knowledge  of  the  qualities  of  teas,  that 
his  opinion  as  a judge  of  the  article  was  frequently  sought 
by  large  importers  of  New  York  city,  who  would  forward 
him  their  samples  for  inspection  and  rely  on  his  report  in 
the  purchase  and  sale  of  them,  lie  was,  in  connection 
with  his  partner,  one  of  the  largest  stockholders  in  the 
Thomas  Iron  Company,  and  also  in  the  Carbon  Iron 
Company.  For  many  years  he  was  a Director  in  the  First 
National  Il.ank  of  Easton,  in  which  institution  his  fine  busi- 
ness qualifications  and  extensive  knowledge  of  men  gave 
him  great  influence,  lie  was  also  a Director  in  ihe  Warren 
Foundry,  and  was  actively  interested  in  public  improve- 


ments generally.  Indeed  by  his  personal  efforts  and  the 
influence  which  wealth  always  commands,  he  rendered 
much  valuable  assistance  in  the  development  of  the  country, 
infusing  a spirit  of  energy  and  enterprise  amongst  his  neigh- 
bors by  his  words  and  example,  lie  could  not  be  called  a 
politician  in  the  commonly  accepted  sense  of  that  word, 
yet  he  was  a firm  party  man,  always  voting,  formerly  the 
Whig,  and  subsequently  the  Republican  ticket.  To  the 
principles  of  these  parties  he  adhered  from  conviction,  and 
not  from  policy,  as  he  never  desired  nor  sought  office.  He 
was  married  in  December,  1S39,  to  Ruth  Swayze,  of  War- 
ren county,  New  Jersey.  He  died  in  July,  1872.  Like 
his  partner,  he  commenced  at  the  bottom  the  ladder  and 
gradually  ascended  it  round  by  round  until  he  reached,  in  a 
commercial  sense,  its  top.  He  left  an  estate  valued  at  half 
a million  of  dollars.  It  is  to  be  regarded  as  a noteworthy 
fact,  that  during  the  thirty-five  years  Drake  and  Ilulick 
were  in  partnership,  there  never  was  a difference  of  opinion 
between  them  as  to  business  transactions.  The  extensive 
trade  which  they  so  successfully  established,  is  now  con- 
ducted by  their  respective  sons,  under  the  old  firm  name 
of  Drake  & Ilulick. 


e 

1 g IIIDSEY,  RUSSELL  SMITH,  Manufacturer,  was 
0 * * born  at  Foxon,  New  Haven  county,  Connecticut, 


I 


C 


June  4U1,  1S02.  He  was  a lineal  descendant  of 
John  Chidsev,  who  came  from  England  to  Con- 
necticut in  1644;  and,  maternally,  from  William 
I Iolt,  who  also  came  to  Connecticut  from  England 
about  1640.  He  was  educated  in  and  about  New  Haven, 
and  upon  completing  his  course  of  studies,  taught  school 
until  elected  Sheriff  of  New  Haven  county.  This  office  he 
finally  abandoned,  and,  with  eighty  dollars  as  his  capital, 
started  in  business  as  a pettier  of  oysters.  While  engaged 
in  this  traffic,  he  was  married  to  Eliza  Wooden,  of  Columbus 
county,  New  York,  August  14th,  1S31.  From  ibis  union 
sprang  three  sons  and  three  daughters.  He  then  was  mar- 
ried again,  September  1 6th,  I S47 , to  Lucy  M.  Street,  of 
Connecticut,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons.  Forsaking  the 
business  of  pedler,  he  engaged  in  that  of  a stove  and  tin- 
ware dealer,  at  Geneva,  New  York;  and,  upon  removing  to 
Easton,  Pennsylvania,  continued  to  carry  on  this  trade  until 
fresh  and  onerous  duties  compelled  him  to  turn  it  over 
entirely  to  bis  son.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Thomas  Iron  Works,  at  Nokepdaqua,  Pennsylvania;  of  the 
Warren  Foundry,  at  present  the  largest  pipe  works  in 
America,  located  at  Phillipsburg,  New  Jersey ; and  of  the 
First  National  Rank  of  Easton,  Pennsylvania.  In  all  of 
these  institutions  he  was  a director  and  large  stockholder 
at  the  time  of  his  decease.  He  was  also  the  leading 
founder,  and  one  of  the  most  liberal  supporters,  of  the  First 
Protestant  Reformed  Dutch  Church  of  Easton,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  was  one  of  its  most  influential  elders  and 
upholders.  'Phis  church  is  known  at  present  as  the  American 
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Reformed.  Throughout  his  life,  lie  was  a respected,  ener- 
getic, and  enterprising  business  man,  and  was  ever  ready 
to  push  forward  any  and  every  public  work  which  he 
thought  could  redound  to  the  common  good.  In  politics, 
he  was  early  in  favor  of  the  total  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
United  States,  and  warmly  supported  the  Whig  and  Re- 
publican policies.  During  the  war,  he  was  an  active 
Unionist,  sending  his  son,  Charles,  to  battle  for  the  Union, 
and  spending  his  means  freely  for  its  cause.  Upon  the  oc- 
casion of  his  funeral,  the  merchants  of  Easton,  acting 
simultaneously,  closed  their  places  of  business,  thus  show- 
ing the  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  his  neighbors  and 
fellow  citizens.  He  was  killed  by  an  accident,  which  befell 
him  on  the  Central  Railroad  of  New  Jersey,  December  1st, 
1S65,  while  in  his  sixty-fourth  year.  lie  left  an  estate 
valued  at  about  a half  million  of  dollars;  an  honorable 
fortune,  accumulated  by  dint  of  praiseworthy  industry 
and  shrewd  ability.  1 1 i s remains  are  interred  in  the  family 
vault  at  the  cemetery  of  Easton,  his  grave  being  marked  by 
an  imposing  monument  of  Rhode  Island  granite. 


fu  X 
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jf  cCARTXEY,  DON.  WASHINGTON,  I.L.  D., 
Lawyer  and  Judge,  was  born  in  Westmoreland 
county,  Pennsylvania,  August  24th,  1S12;  died 


July  15th,  1856.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  he 


was  President  Judge  of  the  Third  Judicial  Dis- 
trict of  Pennsylvania,  composed  of  the  counties 
of  Northampton  and  I.ehigh  ; also  Principal  of  the  Union 
Law  School,  founded  by  him  and  located  at  Easton.  lie 
graduated  with  high  honors  at  Jefferson  College,  Cannons- 
burg,  Pennsylvania,  in  1S34;  and,  in  the  same  year,  was 
appointed  Professor  of  Mathematics  in  Lafayette  College, 
Easton,  Pennsylvania.  In  1S36,  he  was  appointed  Profes- 
sor of  Mathematics  and  Modern  Languages  at  Jefferson 
College,  his  alma  mater.  These  honorable  positions  he 
filled  creditably  for  one  year,  and  on  the  15th  of  August, 
1S37,  resumed  his  Professorship  at  Lafayette  College, 
which  position  he  resigned,  September  30th,  1S43.  On  the 
1 Slh  of  September,  1S44,  he  was  re-appointed  to  the 
same  Professorship,  which  he  again  resigned  in  1846.  In 
March,  1849,  he  was  appointed  to  the  Chair  of  Mental  and 
Moral  Philosophy  in  the  same  college,  a post  which  he 
filled  during  several  years.  Prior  to  this,  on  the  iSth  of 
January,  1S3S,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Northampton 


county;  and,  during  1846-7-8,  was  Deputy  Attorney-Gene- 
ral for  that  county,  and  was  elected  President  Judge  of  the 
1 bird  Judicial  District,  as  before  mentioned,  in  the  fall  of 
1S51.  lie  commenced  his  Law'  School  in  1846;  in 
1854,  it  was  incorporated  by  the  Legislature,  under  the 
name  of  the  “ Union  Law  School,”  and  at  hi-  decease  was 
in  full  and  successful  operation.  The  degree  of  LI..  D. 
was  conferred  upon  him  in  1852,  by  the  Marshall  College. 


April  18th,  1S39,  he  was  married,  at  Easton,  to  Mary  L. 
Maxwell,  daughter  of  William  Maxwell,  of  New  Jersey. 
In  1S44,  he  published  his  celebrated  work  upon  the 
Differential  Calculus,  which  at  once  was  adopted  as  a 
text-book  in  many  of  our  leading  academies  and  colleges, 
and  which  elicited  high  encomiums  from  our  most  learned 
mathematical  scholars,  lie  published,  in  1847,  the  His- 
tory of  the  Origin  and  Progress  of  the  United  States,  pro- 
nounced the  best  and  most  thoughtful  work  on  that  subject 
ever  issued  by  the  American  press,  and  considered  far 
more  philosophic  in  structure,  and  more  satisfactory  in  its 
nature,  to  the  student  than  Bancroft's  History  of  the  United 
States.  lie  delivered,  in  Easton,  and  before  the  ladies  of 
Mrs.  Willard’s  Seminary,  in  Troy,  New  York,  a course 
of  eloquent  and  able  lectures  on  Europe  and  the  United 
States  ; one  of  them,  particularly  noteworthy,  called,  “ 1 low 
to  read  a Hook,”  was  highly  lauded,  and  contains  a mine 
of  information  and  sound,  practical  advice.  1 1 is  oration 
before  the  Literary  Societies  of  Marshall  College,  in  1852, 
called  forth  merited  encomiums  and  applause.  lie  left  be- 
hind him  numerous  manuscripts  upon  mathematics,  logic, 
rhetoric,  optics,  and  sundry  other  interesting  subjects ; also 
various  papers,  evincing  a rare  and  varied  acquaintance 
with  law  and  legal  formalities  and  informalities.  Shortly 
before  his  decease,  he  was  preparing  for  publication  an  ex- 
cellent work  upon  Pridence,  which  has  been  pronounced 
both  accurate  and  exhaustive.  From  1851  until  his  death, 
he  held  the  office  of  President  Judge,  and  upon  all  occa- 
sions exhibited  scholarly  profundity,  moderation,  and  firm- 
ness. As  a citizen,  he  was  eminently  affable  and  guileless, 
and  may  be  cited  as  a type  of  morality,  as  a true  and 
courteous  Christian  gentleman.  As  a linguist,  he  was  in- 
ferior to  few  of  his  cotemporaries,  and  explored  widely  the 
field  of  theological  literature;  in  German,  French,  Hebrew, 
Greek,  and  Latin,  he  was  an  accurate  and  finished  scholar; 
and  with  all  his  manifold  duties  on  the  Bench,  in  the  Law 
School,  and  elsewhere,  he  had  commenced  and — when 
stricken  down — had  partially  mastered  the  Russian  lan- 
guage. Yet,  w ilh  all  his  gifts  and  attainments,  arrogance 
had  no  part  in  his  nature,  while  his  pupils  learned  from 
him  to  deport  themselves  with  gravity,  modesty,  and  deco- 
rum. Without  aspiring  to  leadership  in  anything,  he  was 
incessantly  devising  means  whereby  his  fellow  men  might 
be  benefited;  and,  in  the  history  of  the  region  where  he  re- 
sided for  twenty  years,  there  was  scarcely  a moral  or 
benevolent  enterprise  with  which  he  was  not  identified,  or 
in  which  he  was  not  interested.  In  the  lecture  room,  Bible 
room,  college  and  school  room,  at  the  forum  and  on  the 
Bench — everywhere — his  good  influence  was  felt  and  ac- 
knowledged. Hi-  remains  were  interred  in  the  Easton 
Cemetery,  and  an  immense  concourse  of  mourners  attended 
at  his  funeral  ceremonies.  Since  his  decease,  a marble 
tablet  has  been  inscribed  to  his  memory,  and  placed  in  the 
wall  of  the  main  room  of  the  High  School  building,  where 
it  testifies  to  hi-  good  heart  and  sterling  gifts. 
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6-  ''^IIAPMAN,  WILLIAM,  Founder  of  the  Borough 
of  Chapman,  on  the  I.chigh  \ Lackawanna 
Railroad,  near  Bath,  was  horn  at  Mount  Bornen- 
shawn,  France,  June  26th,  1816.  His  father, 
William  Chapman,  was  a slate  quarryman  of 
Cornwall,  England,  who,  at  the  time  of  Eng- 
land’s war  with  France,  became  First  Lieutenant  of  an 
English  company,  and  was  shot  in  the  lungs.  Iliswife, 
fearing  for  her  husband's  life,  hastened  immediately  to 
France,  and,  while  nursing  him  there,  William  was  born. 
On  his  recovery,  Lieutenant  Chapman  returned  to  Corn- 
wall, with  his  wife  and  child,  and  here  William  passed  his 
boyhood,  and  during  many  years  was  busily  occupied  in 
the  slate  business.  His  education  he  acquired  entirely 
while  attending  various  night  schools,  where,  after  working 
laboriously  during  the  day,  he  studied  with  untiring  appli- 
cation and  delight.  In  1.842,  he  emigrated  to  the  United 
States;  landing  at  New  York,  in  company  with  a number 
of  Welsh  laborers,  he  ultimately  succeeded  in  reaching  a 
slate  quarry  in  Northampton  county,  and  undertook  a con- 
tract in  slate  working  which  promised  to  be  remunerative. 
This  speculation  proving  only  moderately  profitable,  he 
sought  a business  opening,  and  invested  his  first  savings  in 
fifty  acres  of  woodland,  which  he  afterward  sold  to  advan- 
tage. Continuing  his  quarrying,  and  shrewdly  foreseeing 
the  future  value  of  bark,  he  invested  more  largely  in  wood- 
land, generally  paying  for  the  land  by  the  money  realized 
from  timber  and  bark.  In  1S63,  the  extensive  quarries 
owned  by  him,  near  Bath,  were  turned  into  a joint  stock 
concern,  and  he  was  elected  President,  which  office  he 
continues  to  fill,  having  exclusive  control  thereof,  and  own- 
ing the  greater  portion  of  the  stock.  The  reputation  of  the 
slate  from  this  quarry  is  almost  world-wide;  and,  although 
many  veins  have  been  opened  in  its  vicinity,  none  yet  dis- 
covered are  equal  to  its  slate  in  that  mineral's  most  valu- 
able characteristics.  The  Borough  of  Chapman,  at  the 
quarries,  was  then  named  in  honor  of  the  able  man  to 
whom  it  was  mainly  indebted  for  its  existence.  The  great- 
est difficulty  which  \V.  Chapman  has  had  to  surmount, 
consisted  in  procuring  capable  and  reliable  laborers;  this 
he  overcame  by  sending  abroad  several  energetic  agents, 
who  have  sent  to  this  country  many  hundreds  of  sturdy  and 
efficient  workmen.  In  addition  to  the  Presidency  of  these 
slate  quarries,  he  is  President  of  the  Union  Savings  Bank 
of  East  Pennsylvania,  a position  which  he  accepted  only 
after  much  pressing  and  entreaty.  Ilimsclf  a workman, 
his  warmest  sympathies  are  with  them,  and  the  kindly  per- 
sistency that  has  characterized  his  efforts  to  ameliorate 
their  condition,  his  liberal  system  of  wages,  and  his  count- 
less gifts  to  needy  but  deserving  laborers,  entitle  him  to  the 
unqualified  praise  of  all  philanthropists,  and  the  gratitude 
of  every  workman.  He  is  emphatically  the  workingman’s 
friend.  In  religion,  he  is  a zealous  member  of  the  Mora- 
vian Church;  in  politics,  a Democrat.  In  1857,  he  was 
married  to  Emily  F.  Cary,  of  Bethlehem,  and  by  her  has 


eight  children.  To  him  must  be  awarded  the  great  merit 
of  having  demonstrated,  beyond  all  cavil  or  question,  that 
slate  is  hereafter  to  be  a leading  mineral  export  from 
Northampton;  also,  of  having  thereby  converted  a barren 
region  of  country  into  a rich  and  populous  district,  swarm- 
ing with  laborers  and  teeming  with  increasing  industries. 
The  good  indirectly  done  by  such  a man  is  inestimable. 
Hundreds  of  honest  and  industrious  laborers  from  the  over- 
stocked mines  of  Wales  and  England  have  found  with  him 
constant  employment  and  generous  wages;  and,  through 
his  efforts  to  secure  trusty  and  sober  workmen,  the  yet  un- 
developed resources  of  one  section  of  Pennsylvania  have 
received  a needed  impetus,  fraught  with  benefits  to  all. 
Finally,  he  is  an  enthusiastic  advocate  of  the  Total  Absti- 
nence movement,  and,  by  his  representations  and  persua- 
sions, has  greatly  furthered  the  cause  of  temperance  among 
all  under  his  charge,  and  earned  the  thanks  of  mothers 
and  of  wives  who  greet  him  as  their  common  friend  and 
benefactor. 


[FED,  JOHN  K.,  Banker,  was  born  in  Elizabeth 
township,  Lancaster  county,  Pa.,  October  7th, 
1S16.  1 1 is.  father,  George  Reed,  was  one  of  the  pro- 
minent men  of  that  township,  having  been  Justice 
of  the  Peace  for  many  years,  in  the  time  when 
that  appointment  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Gover- 
nor of  the  Commonwealth.  1 1 is  mother  was  the  daughter 
of  a well  known  merchant  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  the 
grand-daughter  of  Baltzer  Start/.cr,  one  of  the  chief  citizens 
of  Lancaster.  He  received  his  education  in  the  schools 
of  Lancaster,  and  at  eighteen  years  of  age  left  school  and 
went  to  work  in  his  father’s  tan-yard,  remaining  at  that 
business  until  he  was  twenty,  when  he  was  appointed 
Deputy  Sheriff  of  Lancaster  county.  This  position  he  held 
for  five  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  resigned  it,  and 
married,  lie  then  opened  a country  store  in  the  village 
of  Earlville,  Lancaster  county,  in  partnership  with  his 
brother-in-law,  William  Carpenter,  under  the  style  of  Car- 
penter et  Reed.  The  partnership  was  dissolved  by  mutual 
consent,  after  two  years,  and  he  purchased  what  was  known 


as  the  “ Earlville  property,”  consisting  of  the  store  in 
which  l'e  ha(1  been  doing  business,  a farm,  and  a hotel 
building.  lie  retained  the  hotel  himself,  and  rented  the 
farm  and  store.  In  184b,  the  hotel  was  butned,  and  he 


then  sold  the  property  and  bought  a farm,  which  he  worked 
until  the  autumn  of  1851.  In  this  year  he  became  a candi- 
date, upon  the  Whig  ticket,  for  I’rothonotary  of  the  county, 
and,  notwithstanding  a very  formidable  opposition,  was 
nominated  upon  the  first  ballot  and  subsequently  elected  by 
a majority  of  nearly  8 000.  He  held  this  position  for 
three  years,  and,  in  1 835  commenced  a banking  business, 
which  he  has  continued  to  the  present  time,  extending  and 
developing  it  until  he  now  is  recognised  as  one  of  the 
leading  bankers  of  this  country.  lie  is  eminently  a self 


:Hll  ; :n  • i '.I  1 If"  ,«f ' ! 1 1 


. , j )t  -'n  ■,;!)  'm£  iv ’ > ! 

, , , ! 


; v • , i ’ ‘ ■ T i ■ 1 »»  ; 


■ r 

, ;r. Jr  ; lm:  : " ' 

, ,,V/I  V ( v:". 

.,,1  ‘ i ...  HI' 


i"i'i  >ii  i v. 


■ r.\§, ,s  r.-.:  u tii I 


in!  -j(!i  v-  'tor 
if.  [hoi!  j • ll'jl 


* «*  •JW‘  •j"v  ,n  v*1' 

t Sif  oi  i jaimoi'i  ihi  it  »•"' 1 

. ■ .5  j!..  1 . t ylm:  1 1* ! , 

" : !'J  • ■ 'I  J • ,<  ! 1 ‘ 

ns  ::  ■ ■ $ v1'1  lli,n'  J 

: 


| , 1!  A b*M*  »’l  ifl'l  Mmi  ] " i ' * i&WMlJ  ' 

. rty.  ; 1(1  Bay  J«  i.m  to  . .ml)  lo  uoi)«J"  ; ' - 1 J ■ ' l' 1 ' 1,1  “ ' ‘ 

, ,■  . ::  ■ Hw  1 * * < MJ?  tJ  sUfw-U  >v  " 

.«  Hi..  ■ : in  • tiiii-'iv  Kii  ni  — ’ ’ * 


!/!:>'!  » 


■ I i .1  i . , . " !.  ■ ’ ' ■' 1 ‘I  * ••  r'“ 

.1  • ( 'I  • ,1,:,  • Ktmi- 


. . Ml!;  ■ • u;a  I .’.1  ’Ion 

, , u I ■ , |rt  : . ' ilM.il  •>!  j.  • 1 ■ «» 

: 1 il)i  7 ijiiif'  ■ ; 1 

> ] !v  ill  iMinii,  , isli.Minf  ) ffi.  • • '//  ' : n.i-T-'- 

. .„■(  ,..l,  M,  ! ,1  i r : v;;  ' > ' I.  l •„  ■'  «'>'  ,,f  b 

, . ’ .'1  •!  I . 1 


[;  j 1 , 1 • » » f • » \ • ' ‘ ' ' »•  * r 

■ „|j  1 .i.m  r y ' ■'  il'.  1 1 1 : 

|K.  . (jllfj.  (.  Ij  !•  I.  Kill  if  ••  >n  - ; 

,Ji;..  .„|T  ' . ■ .•»  ; !/..Ji!-!.‘  ■'  V ‘ ■ *'  KKui  >< 

1 m . /.  K '■  !Wli  r"  !"  1 

I . , I ! V . • . ' . 1 


. .riiA 


;Ji;  :•  • Jill  •<  "»  ■ •««••• 

toj.  ..1  *j’i  ! ' ,1  i't!  i .ji,..  •,«  3k  H’Ki/v  •(  k;Vi 

• otfi  hn:  i;U  »M--  ■■  t - 

! . -..,w:v/  in  Hi  ...  "IK  'il  il 

. , 1 . i . ..K-!'.  ■ . Ill/  i'll  i ■'  I-1"*  •">  **:’■■■  ' ■ ’W'-M 

1 V4  b M ' -■  ' .1  1 ! ' 1 "" 


fit* ' ' -•<  ' 


; !J,  1 ,!•  H-  .'-m  m mint. 


...  1,1  ( 'III  -I  Mi!  1 1 ' 1 1 ' tv  I.  ' ' 


BIOGR A P 1 1 IC A L ENCYCLOPEDIA. 


461 


made  man,  having  worked  hi-;  way  up  to  his  present  posi- 
tion entirely  hy  his  own  exertions.  lie  has  been  elected 
and  re-elected,  during  a period  of  six  years,  to  the  office  of 
Director  of  the  Poor  of  the  County,  and  has  also  held  the 
position  of  County  Commissioner.  To  this  latter  office  lie 
was  elected  without  opposition  of  any  kind  from  either 
political  party,  a fact  which  shows  the  high  estimation  in 
which  he  is  held  hy  all  his  fellow-citizens.  lie  is  one  of 
the  Trustees  of  the  “Home  for  Friendless  Children,”  of 
Lancaster  county,  and  one  of  the  Board  of  Health  of  the 
City  of  Lancaster.  During  the  war  he  was  a strong  sup- 
porter of  the  Government,  and  had  two  sons  in  the  Union 
Army,  both  of  whom  were  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Chan- 
cellorsville.  He  was  married,  May  4th,  1841,(0  a daughter 
of  Christian  Carpenter,  ex-Sheriff  of  Lancaster  County. 


ALE,  JAMES  \V.,  D.  D.,  Clergyman,  was  born 
in  Wilmington,  Delaware,  October  16th,  1812, 
his  parents  being  Richard  C.  Dale,  M.  D., 
of  Maryland,  anil  Margaret  Fitzgerald,  of  Phila- 
delphia. His  family  removed  from  Wilmington 
to  Philadelphia  while  he  was  yet  quite  young,  and 
in  this  city  he  received  his  education.  He  graduated  with 
distinction  from  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  imme- 
diately afterwards  entered  the  office  of  J.  R.  Ingersoll  to 
study  law.  Among  his  fellow-students  in  the  same  office 
were  several  who  have  attained  eminence  in  the  legal  pro- 
fession— Judge  Thompson,  Charles  Gilpin,  Charles  E.  Lex, 
and  others.  While  prosecuting  this  course  of  study,  he  be- 
came concerned  on  the  subject  of  religion,  and  united  him- 
self with  the  Arch  Street  Presbyterian  Church.  His  im- 
pressions on  this  subject  gradually  deepened  and  caused 
him  to  entirely  change  his  course  in  life.  He  felt  called 
upon  to  preach  the  Gospel,  and,  with  this  view,  abandoned 
his  legal  studies,  and  entered  upon  a theological  course  at 
Andover  Theological  Seminary,  Massachusetts,  which  col- 
lege afforded  peculiar  facilities  for  the  study  of  Greek  and 
Hebrew,  in  which  he  attained  great  proficiency,  lie  also 
studied  for  some  time  at  Princeton  Theological  Seminary. 
Having  completed  his  curriculum,  he  desired  to  become  a 
missionary  to  the  heathen,  and  offered  his  services  to  the 
American  Hoard  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions. 
From  them  he  received  a commission  for  Rajpootana,  in 


1 limloslan,hut  the  accomplishment  of  the  plan  was  prevented 
by  pecuniary  difficulties,  and  in  the  meanwhile  he  com- 
menced the  study  of  medicine  as  a further  preparation  for 
his  intended  missionary  work,  in  due  time  receiving  his 
degree  of  M.  D.  from  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  The 
Board  of  foreign  Missions  being  still  unable  to  send  him 
abroad,  he  obtained  an  appointment  from  the  Bible  Society 
of  Philadelphia  tosuperinteml  the  Bible  distribution  through- 
out the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  He  continued  thus  engaged 
for  about  seven  years,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time,  finding 


his  plan  for  employment  in  Foreign  Missions  still  impracti- 
cable, he  finally  relinquished  it,  and  accepted  an  invitation 
to  the  pastorate  from  Ridley  and  Middletown  Presbyterian 
Churches,  in  Delaware  county,  which  two  churches  were 
united  in  one  pastoral  charge,  lie  entered  upon  this  work, 
June  2 1 st,  1S45,  -md  labored  zealously  in  it  during  more 
than  twenty-five  years.  The  duties  of  the  pulpit  in  this 
charge  were  very  heavy  ; not  only  did  he  preach  three  limes 
every  Sunday  regularly  in  his  own  church,  but  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  church  building  he  was  to  be  found  preaching 
everywhere.  He  founded  the  First  Church  of  Chester,  and 
also  the  church  at  Media,  both  of  which  he  fostered  and 
greatly  assisted  to  maintain — using  all  his  efforts  both  as 
preacher  and  financier  in  their  behalf,  and  more  than  once 
he  has  mortgaged  his  own  property  to  secure  the  payment 
of  the  church  indebtedness.  He  is  an  uncompromising  ad- 
vocate of  the  temperance  cause,  and  his  untiring  eloquence- 
lias  been  mainly  instrumental  in  the  securing  for  the  town 
of  Media  a law  prohibiting  the  sale  of  liquors.  Besides  the 
publication  of  a great  number  of  sermons — which  have  had 
an  extensive  circulation  and  a deserved  popularity— he  has 
also  written  several  volumes  on  Baptism,  which  have  been 
received  with  very  high  commendation  by  the  best  classi- 
cal and  biblical  scholars  of  the  day.  The  work  comprises 
three  volumes,  divided  into,  “ Classic  Baptism  ; ” “ Judaic 
Baptism  ; ” and  “ Johannic  Baptism  ; ” which  it  is  intended 
to  supplement  by  a fourth  volume,  to  be  called  “ Christian 
Baptism.”  Shortly  after  the  publication  of  the  first  of  these 
volumes,  the  degree  of  D.  D.  was  conferred  on  him  by 
Ilampden  Sidney  College  of  Virginia,  and  also  by  his  own 
alma  mater,  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  On  June 
19th,  1S71,  he  received  a call  to  undertake  the  pastorate  of 
the  Wayne  Presbyterian  Church,  at  Wayne  Hall,  Delaware 
county,  which  pulpit  he  now  fills.  He  was  married,  on 
May  14th,  1844,  to  Mary  G.,  daughter  of  Andrew  Gray  of 
Newcastle  county,  Delaware. 


ARLINGTON,  WILLIAM,  Lawyer,  was  born  in 
Thornlniry  township,  near  Westchester,  Chester 
county,  Pennsylvania,  on  October  191I),  1804. 
1 1 is  parents  were  Abraham  Darlington  and  Su- 
sanna (Chandler)  Darlington,  both  of  whom  were 
of  English  extraction;  his  grandfather,  who  was 
also  named  Abraham  Darlington,  emigrated  to  America 
from  Cheshire,  England,  about  1710.  lie  is  the  youngest 
of  twelve  children,  and  passed  his  early  years  on  his  father’s 
farm.  His  elementary  education  was  received  at  a day- 
school  in  the  neighborhood,  after  which  he  attended  for 
several  years  a private  classical  academy,  where  he  per- 
fected himself  in  Latin,  French,  and  mathematics.  Upon 
leaving  school,  when  about  eighteen  years  of  age,  he  com- 
menced the  study  of  the  law  with  his  eldest  brother,  Isaac, 
wdio  afterwards  became  the  distinguished  jurist,  Judge 
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Darlington,  whose  scholarship  and  legal  ability  gained  him 
a national  reputation,  and  who  at  this  time  resided  in  West- 
chester. Here  William  Darlington  studied  law,  and,  after 
passing  a creditable  examination,  was  admitted  to  the  bar, 
February  1st,  1826,  since  which  lime  he  has  been  constantly 
engaged  in  the  active  pursuit  of  his  profession  in  West- 
chester. In  the  autumn  of  1836,  he  was  elected  to  the 
Constitutional  (then  called  Reform)  Convention,  which  met 
in  the  State  Capital,  on  May  2d,  1S37,  and  closed  its  session 
at  the  Musical  Fund  Hall,  in  Philadelphia,  on  February 
22d,  1838,  under  the  administration  of  Governor  Ritner. 
From  the  autumn  of  1S36  to  that  of  1S39,  he  held  the  ap- 
pointment of  Deputy  Attorney-General  of  Chester  County, 
with  which  exception  (and  that  of  Chief  Burgess  of  West- 
chester) he  has  declined  all  political  office.  In  October, 
1S72,  he  was  elected  a delegate  to  the  second  Constitutional 
Convention  of  Pennsylvania,  and  in  his  place  in  that  body 
has  illustrated  the  principles  of  his  life;  he  stoutly  advo- 
cated therein  the  claim  of  women  to  the  ballot.  lie  has 
been  for  many  years  a Director  of  the  N ttional  Bank 
of  Chester  County,  the  Westchester  Gas  Company,  and 
some  insurance  companies.  lie  has  also  been  attorney  for 
some  of  the  leading  railroad  companies.  In  the  early  part 
of  his  life  the  political  parties  of  the  country  were  divided 
into  Federalists  and  Democrats,  and  his  family  connections 
and  associations  being  with  the  former,  he  naturally  adhered 
to  that  side.  On  the  rise  of  the  Republican  party  be  be- 
came a firm  supporter  of  its  principles.  lie  also  took  part 
strongly  with  the  Anti-Masonic  party,  which  came  into 
existence  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  century,  being  greatly 
opposed  to  all  secret  societies.  lie  was  married,  in  March, 
1S29,  to  Catharine  S.,  daughter  of  Charles  Paxson,  formerly 
of  Bucks  county,  Pennsylvania,  a member  of  a family  long 
and  favorably  known  in  the  State. 


tEEN,  HON.  HENRY,  Lawyer,  was  born  August 
29th,  1S2S,  in  Warren  county,  New  Jersey.  11  is 
father,  Enoch  Green,  was  a native  of  Easton, 
Pennsylvania,  of  which  town  his  grandfather  was 
one  of  the  original  settlers,  having  located  there 
about  the  year  1770,  at  which  time  he  married 
Mary  Beidleman  of  that  place.  After  a preparatory  course 
of  study  at  the  school  of  John  Vandeveer  (w'ho  still  resides 
in  Easton),  he  entered  Lafayette  College  in  the  fall  of  1842, 
and  graduated  with  honor  from  that  institution,  in  1846. 
The  succeeding  three  years  he  devoted  to  the  study  of  law 
in  the  office  and  under  the  tuition  of  the  lion.  Washington 
McCartney,  late  Judge  of  that  Judicial  District.  In  Sep- 
tember, 1S49,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Easton,  and 
has  since  continued  without  intermission  to  practise  in  the 
courts  of  Northampton  and  adjoining  counties.  1 1 is  atten- 
tion to  business  as  well  as  his  reputation  soon  brought  him 
a large  and  lucrative  practice  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
State,  as  well  as  in  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas.  lie  E 


now  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of  Northampton  ; the  man- 
tle of  Judge  Porter,  A.  II.  Reeder,  Alexander  Brown, 
Judge  McCartney  and  their  contemporaries,  being  now  grace- 
fully worn  by  him  and  his  professional  associates.  For 
many  years  Easton  has  boasted  of  an  able  bar,  and  with 
him  as  one  of  its  leading  members  the  same  well-earned 
reputation  still  clings  to  the  place.  In  one  aspect  he  is  an 
active  politician,  and  in  another  he  is  not.  lie  has  always 
been  a working,  efficient  Republican,  and  is  a most  influen- 
tial member  of  that  party  in  h.s  section.  He  was  one  of 
the  originators  of  the  Republican  party — yet  he  has  always 
refused  nomination  for  office.  He  was  a member  of  the 
National  Republican  Convention  which  nominated  John 
C.  Fremont  fur  President,  in  1856,  and  was  also  a member 
of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  Pennsylvania,  in  1S72; 
in  this  body  he  occupied  a prominent  position  and  exerted 
a marked  influence.  Being  strictly  a lawyer,  with  little 
sympathy  for  politics,  except  as  a matter  of  principle,  he 
has  devoted  most  of  his  life  to  the  business  of  his  profession. 
He  is  counsel  for  many  large  corporations,  the  Lehigh  Val- 
ley Railroad,  Lehigh  Coal  & Navigation  Company,  North 
Pennsylvania  Railroad,  and  other  considerable  corporate 
bodies.  These  important  interests  almost  exclusively  oc- 
cupy his  time  in  the  direct  pursuit  of  his  professional  du- 
ties. lie  was  married  in  1S53,  and  is  as  domestic  in  his 
habits  as  he  is  conscientious  in  the  discharge  of  his  business 
engagements.  Yet  in  the  prime  of  life,  a sound  lawyer, 
industrious  and  careful,  he  cannot  fail  to  continue  to  oc- 
cupy a prominent  position  among  the  jurists  of  Pennsylvania. 


ATSON,  JOHN  FANNING,  Antiquarian  and 
Author,  was  born  July  13th,  1779,  in  Burlington 
county,  New  Jersey.  Among  his  ancestors  were 
some  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  our  country,  of 
whom  honorable  mention  is  made  by  Onjjerdonk, 
Lossing,  Wheeler  and  Lee.  All  were  devoted 
patriots,  with  the  exception  of  one,  a distinguished  Tory 
(General  Edmund  Fanning),  a graduate  of  Yale,  in  1757, 
of  whom  the  Gentleman' s Magazine,  for  1S18,  says,  “the 
world  contained  no  belter  man.”  The  late  Hon.  John 
Wickham,  of  Richmond,  Virginia,  was  a nephew  of  the 
former.  After  completing  the  usual  course  of  education  to 
qualify  himself  for  mercantile  pursuits,  John  Fanning  Wat- 
son entered  the  counting-house  of  James  Vanuxem,  an 
eminent  merchant  of  Philadelphia,  with  whom  he  remained 
but  a short  time,  having  offended  the  French  interests  of 
that  firm  by  becoming  a member  of  the  Macpherson  Blues, 
of  which  body  he  was  one  of  the  last  six  survivors  at  the 
time  of  his  decease.  He  was  now  nineteen  years  of  age. 
A clerkship  in  the  War  Department  at  Washington  was 
offered  him,  which  he  accepted,  and  held  until  1804,  when 
he  engaged  himself  in  business  with  General  James  O’Hara, 
formerly  Quartermaster-General  to  General  Wayne's  In- 
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dian  Army,  and  chief  founder  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh. 
During  this  connection  lie  resided  at  New  Orleans,  holding 
the  responsible  position  of  Commissary  of  Provisions  for 
the  United  States  Army  at  all  the  posts  in  Louisiana.  At 
this  period  there  was  no  Protestant  worship  in  that  city,  and 
to  remedy  this,  together  with  Edward  Livingston,  he  be- 
came the  prime  mover  in  establishing  the  Protestant  Epis- 
copal Church  by  giving  a call  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Chase,  since 
the  venerable  Bishop  of  Ohio  an  1 Illinois.  Sudden  do- 
mestic affliction  caused  his  return  to  Philadelphia  to  the 
suppose  of  his  widowed  mother,  and  to  this  event  the  pub- 
lic are  probably  indebted  for  his  invaluable  services  as  a 
local  historian  of  the  olden  time.  As  such  his  works  will 
ever  be  enduring  monuments  of  his  wonderful  assiduity  and 
laborious  research,  lie  now  became  engaged  in  the  publi- 
cation and  sale  of  various  works,  among  which  were  Dr. 
Adam  Clark’s  Commentary  on  the  Old  and  New  Testament, 
the  Select  Iieviesos  of  Literature , etc.,  contributing  frequently 
to  the  columns  of  various  literary,  scientific,  historical,  and 
ecclesiastical  serials.  Besides  historical  works,  he  has  left 
some  unpublished  manuscript  volumes  on  theology,  showing 
great  originality  of  thought  and  deep  and  varied  research, 
lie  also  devoted  some  pages  to  the  vindication  of  Cromwell, 
in  connection  with  some  foreign  correspondence.  A letter 
of  his  to  Dr.  Adam  Clark  on  this  subject,  written  in  1S21, 
was  recently  advertised  for  sale  in  London.  To  li is  mar- 
riage with  a lineal  descendant  of  the  Lord  Protector  may 
be  attributed  some  of  the  interest  he  evinced  on  this  subject. 
For  some  thirty  years  of  his  later  life  he  held  the  position 
of  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Germantown,  Pennsylvania.  It 
was  when  in  freedom  from  the  cares  of  this  office,  and 
often  by  the  midnight  lamp,  that  the  Annals  of  Philadelphia 
and  jYeso  York  were  begun  and  completed.  Of  which  he 
says,  “ My  writings  have  their  peculiarities  and  imperfec- 
tions, but  they  were  written  amid  the  pressure  of  daily  offi- 
cial duties,  and  were  published  without  revision.”  A note- 
worthy characteristic  of  the  man  was  his  reverence  for  the 
graves  of  great  and  good  men,  who  had  been  useful  in  their 
generation,  as  illustrated  in  the  removal  of  the  remains 
of  Thomas  Godfrey,  the  inventor  of  the  quadrant,  and 
family  from  a neglected  spot  on  his  old  firm  to  Laurel  Hill, 
where  a suitable  monument  was  erected  by  subscription  to 
his  memory.  Colonel  Wheeler,  in  his  History  of  North 
Carolina,  says,  “ I cannot  close  without  again  expressing 
my  admiration  of  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Watson,  a stranger  to 
our  State  and  our  people,  gathering  with  patriotic  reverence 
the  bones  of  her  gallant  sons,  and  marking  the  hallowed 
spot  that  holds  their  mutilated  remains  This  Congress  ne- 
glected to  do,  but  private  patriotism  has  been  more  faith- 
ful.” These  remarks  were  made  in  relation  to  the  graves 
of  General  Nash,  Colonel  Irwin  and  Captain  Turner,  killed 
in  the  battle  of  Germantown.  A valuable  collection  of 
autograph  letters  and  relics  of  the  olden  time  made  his  house 
the  frequent  resort  of  kindred  spirits.  One  of  the  brother- 
hood, Mr.  Lossing,  the  historian,  thus  expressed  himself 
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before  the  Historical  Society  of  New  York  : “ Mr.  Watson 
was  one  of  those  useful  men  who  work  lovingly  for  the 
good  of  the  world.  He  was  an  enthusiastic  delver  in  the 
mines  where  antiquarian  treasures  are  to  be  found ; but  he 
never  hoarded  his  earnings  with  a miser’s  meanness. 
Every  gem  which  he  gathered  from  the  dark  recesses,  was 
laid  in  all  its  attractiveness  upon  his  open  palm  in  the 
bright  sunlight,  a free  gift  to  the  first  applicant  who  would 
promise  to  wear  it  generously,  where  its  beauty  might 
gratify  the  world.  Yet  he  was  not  a blind  enthusiast 
ready  to  worship  a torso  because  it  is  a torso,  but  an  in- 
telligent co-worker  in  gathering  into  permanent  receptacles, 
such  perfections  and  fragments  of  the  past  as  might  be 
valuable  in  the  future.”  In  social  life,  and  in  the  domestic 
circle,  he  was  kind,  genial,  considerate,  generous,  and 
simple.  Ills  career  was  by  no  means  unmarked  by  trials 
and  adversity,  but  of  firm  faith  he  bore  them  manfully,  and 
died  peacefully,  at  his  residence  in  Germantown,  December 
23d,  1S60,  in  the  eighty-second  year  of  his  age. 


AMILTON,  JAMES,  Marine  and  Landscape 
I’ainter,  was  born  near  Belfast,  Ireland,  October 
tst,  1S19.  1 1 is  father,  David  Hamilton,  and 

mother,  Isabella  (Winter)  Hamilton,  with  James, 
then  a lad  of  thirteen  years,  came  to  America, 
in  1S32,  and  settled  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 
Soon  after  their  arrival,  William  Erwin,  a worthy  English 
gentleman,  became  interested  in  James’  welfare,  received 
him  into  his  family,  assumed  the  charge  of  his  education, 
and  placed  him  in  Mr.  Luddington’s  school  in  Pine  street 
above  Second  street,  where  his  diligence  and  rapid  progress 
in  his  studies  fully  justified  the  anticipations  of  his  gener- 
ous patron.  1 1 is  fondness  for  delineative  art  led  to  his 
being  placed  in  a Drawing  school,  not  with  any  view  to 
the  ultimate  pursuit  of  art  as  a profession,  but  to  give 
proper  direction  to  a taste  and  aptitude  so  marked  as  to 
invite  culture  and  careful  supervision.  1 1 is  is  the  old  story 
— the  oft-repeated  experience  of  the  enthuiastic  student 
of  art ; an  ardent  devotee  at  her  shrine,  he  could  bring  to 
other  employments  only  constrained  application  and  en- 
forced service.  Placed  by  Mr.  Erwin  in  a counting  house, 
his  attention  was  reluctantly  concentrated  upon  day-books 
and  ledgers,  while  his  mind  and  sympathies  were  else- 
where. He  remained  in  the  family  of  his  friend  some 
years,  when  the  bent  of  his  inclination  and  his  tastes  defied 
further  restraint.  Various  sketches  in  wateT  colors  made 
at  this  period  attracted  the  attention  of  Thomas  Birch,  the 
marine  artist ; John  Nagle,  the  portrait  painter;  John  Sar- 
tnin,  the  engraver;  and  Joshua  Shaw,  the  landscape  painter, 
who  gave  to  him  the  encouragement  of  their  approval,  and 
assisted  him  in  the  sale  of  several  of  his  first  efforts. 
Enamoured  of  his  art,  its  pursuit  was  his  delight;  study, 
toil,  and  practice  were  his  pleasures.  Whilst  engaged  in 
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perfecting  himself  in  its  principles  and  details,  lie  found 
pleasure  in  imparting  instruction  to  others  less  gifted  than 
himself,  and  was  for  a time  occupied  in  teaching  drawing 
and  painting.  Of  an  active  and  ardent  temperament,  an 
indefatigable  worker,  and  a rigid  economist  of  time,  he 
found  leisure  for  the  study  of  the  best  writers  and  works 
on  art.  At  intervals,  he  practised  drawing  on  stone,  upon 
the  block  for  wood  engraving,  and  also  made  designs  illus- 
trative of  poems,  annals,  and  of  remarkable  scenes  and 
events  in  history,  fiction,  and  travel.  About  the  year  1S50, 
he  established  himself  as  a painter  in  water  colors,  when 
a number  of  his  sketches  were  purchased  by  the  Artists’ 
and  Amateurs’  Association,  of  Philadelphia.  Put  the 
public  taste  assigning  to  oil  painting  the  preference,  to 
this  branch  his  attention  was  thereafter  principally  directed. 
'With  an  unerring  eye  and  hand,  and  a facility  acquired  by 
long  and  judicious  practice,  he  grasps  at  once  the  charac- 
teristic and  distinguishing  features  of  the  subject  for  de- 
lineation, and  with  a few  bold  lines  transfers  them  to  his 
canvas.  Fortified  by  disciplined  habits  of  observation,  he 
has  visited  all  accessible  points  of  interest,  and  made  num- 
erous sketches  in  the  vicinity  of  Philadelphia,  along  the 
Delaware  Pay,  and  on  the  sea  coast.  Penetrating  into  the 
valleys,  the  glens,  and  the  mountains  of  Pennsylvania,  he 
has  toiled  gladly,  at  dawn  and  at  dark  ; in  sunshine  and  in 
storm;  in  spring,  summer,  autumn,  and  winter  — often 
beset  by  difficulties  harassing  and  dispiriting.  In  1854, 
he  visited  England,  and  sketched  many  of  its  coast  scenes, 
with  those  aLo  of  Wales  ; while  along  the  Thames,  in  the 
vicinity  of  London,  he  gleaned  many  charming  studies. 
Early  in  life  he  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Learner.  She 
died,  in  August,  1S71,  leaving  a son  and  two  daughters, 
lie  has  devoted  much  attention  to  marine  subjects,  and  in 
this  department  has  evinced  rare  talent  and  true  poetic 
sentiment.  During  his  last  trip  to  the  United  States, 
Charles  Dickens  visited  an  art  gallery  in  Philadelphia,  and 
his  attention  was  arrested  by  a picture  of  Mr.  Hamilton’s 
on  the  subject  suggested  by  the  words  of  little  Paul,  in 
Dombey  and  Son , “What  arc  the  Wiki  Waves  Saying?” 
He  expressed  a desire  to  meet  the  artist,  and  an  interview 
having  been  effected  through  the  agency  of  Grace  Green- 
wood, the  novelist  wished  to  purchase  the  study  of  the 
picture.  It  was  immediately  presented  to  him.  In  return, 
Dickens  presented  the  painter  with  a favorite  edition  of 
his  complete  works.  This  picture,  during  the  novelist’s 
life,  was  assigned  a conspicuous  position  in  the  author’s 
study;  and  at  the  sale  of  his  effects,  it  brought — -although 
a mere  sketch  in  colors — over  three  hundred  dollars. 
Hamilton  is  not  less  successful  in  his  treatment  of  land- 
scapes than  in  his  representations  of  sea  and  coast  views. 
Ilis  illustrations  of  the  “Arctic  Explorations,”  published 
in  1 S 5 6 , attracted  general  admiration  at  home  and  abroad, 
and  were  highly  praised  by  competent  critics.  Ilis  paint- 
ing of  the  “Old  Ironsides,”  is  a spirited  translation  to 
canvas  of  Dr.  Holmes’  well-known  lines.  “The  Capture 


of  the  Serapis,” — a brilliant  incident  in  the  career  of  John 
Paul  Jones — is  delineated  with  great  effect  and  power. 
Among  the  best  known  and  most  admired  of  his  pictures, 
are,  “Solitude,”  “An  Egyptian  Sunset,”  “The  Haunts 
of  the  Sea-fowl,”  “ Wrecked  Hopes,”  “The  Finding  of 
Perdita,”  “Moonlight  Scene  near  Venice,”  “On  such  a 
Night  as  This,”  “Portia’s  House  at  Pelmont,”  and  several 
subjects  from  the  Tempest,  “ The  Sceptre  of  Egypt  shall 
Depart,”  “The  Equinoctial  on  Brigantine  Shoals,”  and 
“ Boston  Harbor.” 
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WE  SCIIWEINITZ,  EDMUND,  Bishop  of  the 
I Moravian  Church,  was  born  at  Bethlehem,  I’enn- 
ij  sylvania,  March  20th,  1S25.  lie  is  the  third  son 

“ of  Louis  David  Von  Sehwcinitz,  who  was  the 

-j  first  Superintendent  of  the  seetdar  affairs  of  the 
Moravians,  after  the  dissolution  of  the  “ Econ- 
omy ; ” and  the  great  great-grandson  of  Lewis,  the  Count 
Zinzendorf,  who  was  the  Restorer  of  the  Moravian  Church, 
in  Saxony,  and  founder  of  the  sect  in  America.  His  two 
surviving  brothers  are  also  prominently  connected  with  this 
church  ; one,  Emil  A.,  being  Fiscal  Agent  of  the  Moravians, 
at  Salem,  North  Carolina,  and  the  other,  Robert,  being 
President  of  the  Provincial  Elders’  Conference  of  the  Mor- 
avian Church,  at  Bethlehem.  The  family  are  also  related  to 
General  Alexander  Von  Sehw  cinitz,  Prussian  Minister  at 
Vienna.  lie  received  his  education  firstly  at  Nazareth 
Hall,  the  Moravian  Seminary  at  Bethlehem,  and  afterwards 
at  the  University  of  Berlin,  in  Prussia.  He  returned  from 
Europe,  in  1S46,  and  became  teacher  in  Nazareth  Hall 
Seminary,  in  which  position  he  remained  until  1S50,  w hen 
he  entered  the  ministry,  and  was  first  stationed  at  Lebanon, 
Pennsylvania,  after  which  he  was  successively  at  l.itiz, 
Pennsylvania,  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia,  and, 
in  1S64,  at  Bethlehem.  Ilis  several  congregations  have 
held  him  in  the  highest  estimation,  both  for  his  fervid  elo- 
quence, for  which  he  has  been  distinguished  from  the  com- 
mencement of  his  pastorate,  and  which  is  unusual  in  that 
denomination,  and  also  for  his  great  amiability  of  charac- 
ter. Besides  his  other  labors,  hi;  church  thought  fit  to 
entrust  to  him  the  establishment  of  its  paper,  called  the 
.Vo mz' inn,  which  is  the  leading  and  accredited  organ  of 
the  society,  of  which  he  was  editor  for  ten  years.  In  1867, 
he  was  appointed  President  of  the  Moravian  Theological 
Seminary,  which  office  he  still  holds.  In  1S70,  he  became 
Bishop,  by  the  selection  of  the  Unity’s  Elders’  Conference, 
in  Ileronhul,  and  is  now  one  of  the  only  four- Bishops  of 
the  Moravian  Church  in  America.  In  addition  to  many 
sermons  and  articles  in  cyclopaedias,  both  religious  and 
secular,  he  has  written  numerous  works,  chiefly  ecclesias- 
tical in  their  character.  In  1S5S,  he  published,  by  author- 
ity of  the  church.  The  Moravian  Manual , of  which  a 
second  edition  was  issued  in  iSfip.  In  1870,  appeared, 
'The  Life  ami  Limes  of  David  Zeisberger,  published  by 
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Adams. 


Lippincott  & Co.,  of  Philadelphia.  This  work  established 
his  reputation  as  an  exact  historian,  and  is  exhaustive  in 
its  treatment  of  a difficult  subject.  He  also  is  writing  all 
the  Moravian  articles  in  the  German  Conversations  Lexi- 
con. In  1871,  the  degree  of  S.  T.  I),  was  conferred  upon 
him  by  Columbia  College,  New  York— a deserved  tribute 
to  his  thorough  and  liberal  culture.  He  has  been  married 
twice;  in  1S50,  to  Lydia  De  Zschirsehky,  and  again,  in 
186S,  to  Isabel  Boggs,  of  Green  Castle,  Pennsylvania. 


ICKEY,  IION.  OLIVER  J.,  Lawyer,  was  born  in 
Beaver  Falls,  Beaver  county,  Pennsylvania,  April 
6lh,  1S23.  Ilis  father,  John  Dickey,  was  a 
prominent  politician,  and  member  cf  the  State 
Senate  during  several  sessions,  and  Congressman 
during  two  terms;  his  mother  was  a daughter 
Samuel  Adams,  of  the  family  of  Massachusetts 
On  his  father’s  side,  he  is  of  Scotch-1  risli,  and  on 
his  mother’s  of  English  descent.  He  was  educated  at  the 
Beaver  Academy  until  his  fifteenth  year,  when  he  entered 
Dickinson  College,  where  he  remained  three  years,  leaving 
at  the  end  of  his  junior  year.  He  then  commenced  the 
study  of  the  law,  in  the  office  of  James  Allison,  in  Beaver 
Falls.  In  1S46,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  removed 
to  Lancaster,  where  he  entered  the  office  of  the  Hon. 
'l'haddeus  Stevens,  remaining  with  him  for  thirteen  years, 
during  the  last  eight  of  which  he  was  his  partner;  he  was 
also  one  of  his  executors.  In  1856,  he  was  elected 
District  Attorney  for  Lancaster  county,  and,  in  186S,  was 
returned  to  Congress,  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the 
death  of  his  friend  and  partner,  of  whom,  in  his  first  speech 
in  Congress,  he  thus  spoke:  “This  distinguished  statesman 
was  not  merely  my  predecessor  in  this  body,  but  was  the 
instructor  and  guide  of  my  youth,  and  the  friend  of  my 
maturer  years.  If  an  intimacy  with  wise  and  noble  men 
be  one  of  the  greatest  blessings  that  can  crown  a man,  then 
in  no  part  of  my  career  have  I been  so  fortunate  as  in  my 
association  with  Thaddeus  Stevens.  It  was  in  his  office, 
and  in  connection  with  him,  that  I commenced  my  profes- 
sional life,  and  from  that  moment  down  to  the  moment 
when,  in  his  will,  he  selected  me  to  perform  the  last  service 
one  man  can  ask  from  his  fellow,  through  the  turmoil  of 
many  legal  and  political  contests,  our  friendship  suffered 
neither  diminution  nor  interruption.”  He  was  also  elected 
for  the  succeeding  term,  and,  in  1S70,  was  re  elected  by  a 
large  majority  to  the  Forty-first  Congress,  during  which  lie 
was  a member  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations.  So 
greatly  satisfied  were  his  constituents  with  bis  service  in 
Congress  that  he  was  strongly  urged  by  them  to  consent  to 
again  allow  himself  to  be  elected.  This  honor  he  declined, 
considering  that  the  duties  of  his  profession  claimed  his  at- 
tention. In  Congress,  he  seldom  occupied  the  time  of  the 
House  with  formal  speeches,  but  made  brief  a :d  incisive 
59 


remarks,  sometimes  turning  the  discussion  by  making  a 
suggestive  inquiry  of  a speaker  upon  the  door.  During  the 
late  war,  he  was  in  the  service  as  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the 
10th  Regiment  of  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  serving  until 
the  expiration  of  the  time  for  which  the  regiment  enlisted. 
He  again  served  twice  subsequently,  each  time  as  Colonel 
of  regiments  in  the  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Militia.  He 
was  one  of  the  original  builders  and  owners  of  the  Fulton 
Cotton  Mill,  and  retained  an  interest  in  it  for  five  years. 
He  is  also  Solicitor  for  the  Inland  Insurance  Deposit  Com- 
pany of  Lancaster  county.  He  was  married,  in  1S57,  to  a 
daughter  of  Christian  Spcnk,  a well-known  citizen  of  Lan- 
caster county.  He  has  been  engaged  upon  a great  number 
uf  the  causes  calibres  of  Lancaster  county  during  the  last 
twenty  years,  and  has  always  been  an  active  politician, 
having  been  a member  of  fifteen  State  and  two  National 
conventions;  one  of  them  being  that  which  met  at  Chicago 
and  nominated  Abraham  Lincoln  for  the  Presidency,  lie 
is  attached  to  the  Republican  party. 


REENOUGII,  EBENEZER,  Lawyer,  was  born  in 
Canterbury,  New  Hampshire.  At  the  beginning 
of  the  present  century,  from  1S00  to  1825,  there 
was  a very  noticeable  accession  to  central  Penn- 
sylvania of  many  persons  of  the  cultured  and 
higher  classes  of  New  England,  and  among  them 
was  Ebenezer  Greenough,  then  in  his  twenty-second  year, 
and  a graduate  of  Harvard  College.  The  force  and  self- 
reliance  of  his  character  were  indicated  in  some  of  the  cir- 
cumstances attending  his  journey.  It  was  performed  in 
the  saddle,  and  he  declined  accepting  from  his  parents  a 
larger  sum  than  that  which  would  suffice  for  his  travelling 
expenses,  preferring  to  depend  in  the  future  upon  his  o\\  n 
exertions.  He  was  furnished  with  several  letters  of  intro- 
duction from  persons  of  position  and  influence.  In  one, 
written  by  Abiel  Foster,  these  words  occur : “ He  is  a young 
gentlemen  of  a respectable  family  in  this  town.  Ilis  moral 
character  is  fair  and  unimpeachable,  his  disposition  modest 
and  amiable.”  Referring  to  the  memoranda  of  his  early 
life,  it  appears  that  his  father  was  a merchant,  and  was  born 
at  Haverhill,  Massachusetts,  December  1 ill),  1783.  His 
mother  was  the  daughter  of  Rev.  Ebenezer  Plagg,  of  New 
Hampshire,  and  the  family  consisted  of  eight  children — 
four  sons  and  a like  number  of  daughters.  Consonant  with 
the  laudable  desire  of  the  mother,  each  son  received  a 
careful  collegiate  education,  and  each  in  due  course  ac- 
quired considerable  wealth  and  influence.  Except  when 
in  the  academy,  or  college,  the  youth  uf  Ebenezer  was 
passed  with  his  parents.  During  the  vacation  period,  he 
taught  school,  and  applied  his  earnings  to  the  expense  of 
his  own  training.  At  VYilkesbarre,  he  was  tendered  the 
Principalship  of  the  Academy,  which  he  accepted,  continu- 
ing to  act  i:i  this  capacity  for  three  years,  and  discharging 
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ils  duties  with  ability  and  success.  While  in  this  town  he 
entered  upon  the  study  of  the  law,  in  the  office  of  Ebenezer 
Bowman;  and,  upon  removing  to  Sunbury,  in  1S07,  he 
finished  his  legal  course  under  the  tuition  of  Charles  Ilall 
of  that  place.  January  19th,  1S0S,  he  was  admitted  to  the 
Sunbury  bar,  and  immediately  took  high  rank  in  his  pro- 
fession. In  1S11,  he  moved  to  Danville,  but,  in  1S15, 
returned  to  Sunbury,  where  he  thereafter  resided  perma- 
nently. lie  was  a Federalist,  in  a fervidly  Democratic 
county  and  State,  and  although  averse  to  holding  office, 
was  elected  to  the  Assembly  in  1S29.  His  shrewd  and 
superior  intelligence  was  in  constant  requisition  during  the 
term  of  his  legislative  service;  also  in  various  other  rela- 
tions regarding  the  drafting  of  important  bills,  and  the 
support  of  certain  provisions  calculated  to  meet  the  special 
demands  and  exigencies  of  the  time.  The  beneficial  influ- 
ence which  he  thus  was  enabled  to  exercise  unostentatiously 
upon  the  material  interests  of  the  State,  when  in  an  incipi- 
ent stage  of  its  development,  can  not  be  too  highly  praised 
or  appreciated.  As  a lawyer,  he  was  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful and  distinguished  in  the  State,  and  his  record  is  free 
from  stain  or  blemish.  With  unusual  powers,  enriched 
and  strengthened  by  a familiar  acquaintance  with  men  and 
literature;  with  a thorough  knowledge  of  the  details, 
subtleties,  and  complications  of  the  law,  he  possessed  a 
judgment  at  once  clear  and  impartial,  great  calmness  under 
the  most  perplexing  circumstances,  keen  shrewdness,  and 
penetrative  mental  perceptions  that  seldom  erred.  I11  the 
latter  years  of  bis  life,  his  health  became  much  impaired; 
but  the  immediate  cause  of  his  death  was  an  accident  that 
happened  while  in  his  carriage,  from  which  he  was  thrown 
with  much  violence.  This  event  occurred  in  the  spring  of 
1S47,  and,  wherever  he  was  known,  occasioned  great  sor- 
row and  regret.  His  family  consisted  of  seven  children, 
one  of  whom,  an  only  son,  is  now  a counsel  of  high  repute 
at  Sunbury 

(•  Pa, 
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c, /jf^EIST,  J.  M.  W.,  P>.  D.,  Journalist,  was  born  in 
cfljA  Hart  township,  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania, 
f.tj  I December  14th,  1S24.  On  the  paternal  side  lie 
v '_.'q  is  of  German,  and  on  the  maternal  Scotch  dc- 
^ '^5  scent.  His  parents  being  in  humble  circum- 
stances, he  was  unable  to  acquire  that  education 
which  he  had  desired.  But,  afflicted  by  delicate  health, 
and  evincing  an  unusual  aptitude  for  study,  he  was  fortu- 
nately accorded  a longer  period  for  self-advancement  than 
fell  to  the  share  of  his  more  robust  brothers  and  sisters. 
When  quite  young,  his  father  lost  his  eyesight,  and  there- 
after became  noted  for  the  mechanical  ingenuity  which  he 
displayed  in  fashioning  many  articles  requiring  the  use  of 
delicate  tools;  he  was  also  noted  as  a superior  violinist, 
and  possessed  a quick  and  unerring  ear  for  melody  and 
harmony.  He  began  life  as  a school  teacher,  when  but 
sixteen  years  of  age,  and  followed  that  calling  successfully  I 


during  two  years;  meanwhile,  following  the  advice  of  in- 
terested friends,  he  devoted  much  attention  to  the  study  of 
medicine.  At  the  expiration  of  two  years,  lie  moved  to 
Philadelphia,  in  order  to  enter  upon  a course  of  medical 
studies;  but,  finding  that  his  tastes  and  feelings  were 
wholly  opposed  to  medicine  as  a profession,  he  abandoned 
its  pursuit,  and  secured  a situation  in  a printing  house, 
purposing  to  learn  the  trade,  which  he  had  admired  from 
earliest  boyhood.  In  this  establishment  he  remained  for 
two  years,  working  industriously,  and  neglecting  nothing 
which  he  thought  might  advance  or  benefit  him.  Several 
years  previous  to  this,  and  while  a mere  lad,  he  had  con- 
tributed occasionally  short  articles  to  different  newspapers 
and  journals,  and  these  juvenile  efforts  had  attracted  gene- 
ral attention,  and  elicited  many  favorable  commendations. 
July  4th,  1S44,  he  returned  to  Lancaster,  and  edited  the 
American  Reformer,  but  not  possessing  a sufficient  amount 
of  capital  to  carry  on  successfully  an  enterprise  so  costly, 
he  was  obliged  to  abandon  it  with  reluctance  and  regret. 
I11  1846,  he  went  to  Harrisburg,  and  edited  with  marked 
ability  a campaign  paper  called  the  Yeoman.  At  the  close 
of  this  campaign,  he  settled  in  Philadelphia,  and  became 
Assistant  Editor  for  the  Quaker  City  Journal- — a literary 
publication — until  ils  suspension,  when  he  was  appointed 
Editor  of  the  Sunday  C/ole,  and  subsequently  became  one 
of  the  publishers  of  the  Sunday  Mercury.  While  Editor 
of  the  Sunday  dole,  such  was  the  ability  he  displayed  that, 
in  a short  time,  the  circulation  of  this  journal  advanced 
from  about  one  thousand  copies  per  week  to  nearly  twenty 
thousand.  In  February,  1S52,  he  returned  to  Lancaster, 
and  was  employed  by  John  II.  Pearsol  to  eilit  the  Weekly 
Express,  a position  which  he  filled  with  his  accustomed 
ability  until  1S56,  when  he  entered  into  partnership  with 
his  employer,  and  established  the  Daily  Express,  in  con- 
nection with  the  weekly.  Since  that  period,  this  journal 
has  been  one  of  the  most  successful  and  popular  papers  in 
the  interior  of  the  Stale.  John  II.  Pearsol  is  the  indefati- 
gable business  manager,  while  his  partner  attends  strictly 
to  the  editorial  department,  which  he  is  so  eminently  quali- 
fied to  fill.  Although  in  principle  a Republican,  lie  is 
laudably  independent,  and  no  false  party  feeling  can  re- 
strain his  pen  when  truth  demands  the  exposure  of  corrupt 
politics  or  politicians.  It  is  through  this  loyal  course,  ever 
maintained,  that  the  journal  has  ripened  into  such  a power- 
ful moulder  of  opinion,  and  political  guide  and  adviser. 
He  is  Vice-President  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Asso- 
ciation, and  energetic  Chairman  of  the  Library  Committee; 
and  it  is  to  his  ingenuity  in  devising  means  that  the  exist- 
ence of  this  flourishing  library  must  be  credited.  He  is  a 
member  of  St.  John’s  Free  Episcopal  Church,  and  has  been 
a vestryman  for  upward  of  eighteen  years.  He  is  interested 
greatly  in  its  Sunday-school  library,  and  is  the  inventor  and 
patentee  of  “ Geist’s  Patent  Index  System  for  Sabbath  School 
Libraries,”  the  most  complete,  yet  simplest  index  in  ex- 
istence, requiring  but  a few  moments’  time  to  “keep”  the 
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hooks  of  a large  library,  yet,  with  an  ordinary  amount  of 
care,  perfectly  and  absolutely  correct.  This  index  has 
received  many  high  encomiums  from  pastors  and  Sunday- 
school  officers  in  every  instance  where  it  has  been  used. 
In  the  fall  of  1S49,  he  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Markley, 
daughter  of  Dr.  George  B.  Markley,  a well-known  and 
highly  respected  citizen  of  Lancaster. 


ty  zGV  TRAWBRIDGE,  I ION.  JAMES  D.,  M.  D„  Physi- 
pSL  cian  and  Congressman,  was  born  in  Liberty  town- 
ship,  Montour  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  1824,  and 
was  the  son  of  James  Strawbridge,  and  Mary 
Gjy  (Dale)  Strawbridge  ; his  father  being  a farmer  in 
comfortable,  if  not  opulent,  circumstances.  When 
nine  years  of  age,  James  was  sent  to  Danville,  where  the 
educational  facilities  proffered  were  superior  to  those  in  his 
birthplace;  and  here,  at  the  expiration  of  four  years,  occu- 
pied in  attending  school  and  farming,  he  was  placed  under 
the  tuition  of  Mr.  Conklin,  of  Danville,  to  be  fitted  for  a 
collegiate  examination.  With  an  early  fondness  for  books 
and  study,  he  manifested  a strong  inclination  toward 
mechanical  pursuits.  In  1841,  he  entered  the  Sophomore 
class  of  Princeton  College,  and  graduated  in  the  class  of 
1S44.  Professor  Henry,  now  of  the  Smithsonian  Institute, 
was,  during  his  stay,  the  head  of  the  scientific  department, 
and  was  cordially  liked  and  esteemed  by  all  his  pupils.  He 
studied  for  his  profession  under  Dr.  McGill,  of  Danville, 
and  subsequently,  under  Dr.  William  Pepper,  of  Philadel- 
phia, both  physicians  of  large  practice  and  high  repute. 
The  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  was  conferred  upon  him 
by  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  immediately  after 
this,  in  1847,  he  began  to  practise  at  Danville,  where  he 
soon  occupied  the  foremost  rank  in  his  vocation.  At  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion,  he  received  from  President 
Lincoln,  the  appointment  of  Brigade-Surgeon,  afterward 
serving  as  Medical  Director  in  the  army  of  Occupation,  at 
West  Virginia,  and  in  the  Southwest  and  Mississippi.  He 
also  served  sometime  as  Medical  Examiner  in  the  office  of 
the  Provost-Marshal  at  Harrisburg  ami  Philadelphia,  and 
as  Medical  Director  of  the  Eighteenth  Army  Corps.  Cap- 
tured in  front  of  Richmond,  he  was  during  three  months  a 
suffering  inmate  of  Libby  Prison  ; after  his  release,  he  was 
assigned  to  the  Board  of  Medical  Examiners  in  Philadelphia, 
and  in  that  capacity  continued  to  serve  actively  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  In  1868,  he  resumed  the  practice  of 
medicine  at  Danville,  where  he  was  warmly  welcomed  by 
his  old  associates.  He  was  nominated  for  the  Legislature 
in  1S60,  but  failed  to  secure  an  election.  In  the  fall  of 
1872,  he  was  elected  to  represent  in  Congress  the  Thirteenth 
Pennsylvania  District.  He  was  married,  July  1st,  1851,  to 
Emily  Agnew,  of  Philadelphia ; and  again  to  Ellen  Butler, 
of  Wilkesbarre,  October  10th,  1872.  At  one  time  he  was 
attached  to  the  Staff  of  General  Rosecrans ; and  in 


August,  1862,  was  sent  by  General  Ilalleck  to  organize 
sundry  hospitals  in  Jackson,  Tennessee;  there  he  remained 
until  ordered  by  General  Grant  to  Columbus,  Kentucky,  to 
superintend  the  arrangements  for  building  hospital  boats  for 
use  at  Vicksburg.  Owing  to  failing  health,  he  was  ordered 
to  Annapolis,  where  he  underwent  a course  of  medical 
treatment.  His  application  to  be  assigned  to  active  field 
duty  was  entirely  ignored,  and  he  applied  for  a discharge 
from  the  service.  He  was  then  ordered  to  report  to  the 
Assistant  Provost-Marshal  of  Philadelphia,  where  he  re- 
mained for  two  months.  On  February  1st,  1867,  he  was 
assigned  to  duty  at  Harrisburg,  there  superintending  the 
examination  of  recruits.  Having  recovered  his  health, 
in  May,  1864,  he  was  assigned  to  General  Butler’s  command 
in  the  Eighteenth  Army  Corps  at  Cold  Harbor,  where  he 
assisted  as  Operating  Surgeon  in  the  hospital ; finally,  when 
the  advance  on  Petersburg  was  ordered,  he  was  appointed 
Medical  Director  of  this  corps,  and  worked  laboriously  and 
heroically  to  soothe  the  sufferings  of  those  stricken  by  disease 
and  wounds.  During  a short  period,  he  remained  in  Phila- 
delphia as  a valuable  witness  in  certain  prominent  cases  of 
bounty  frauds;  and  in  consequence,  was  temporarily  as- 
signed to  duty  in  the  Department  of  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  remained  as  senior  officer  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
Throughout  the  course  of  his  eventful  life,  he  has  evinced 
many  admirable  qualities  as  a man,  a soldier,  and  a 
surgeon  ; and  wherever  known,  he  is  esteemed  and  respected 
as  a brave,  learned,  and  courteous  gentleman 


n 


| 
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ATMOUGH,  JAMES  HORATIO,  Pay  Director 
of  the  United  States  Navy,  with  the  rank  of  Cap- 
tain, Acting  Paymaster-General  of  the  United 
States  Navy,  was  born  in  Montgomery  county, 
Pennsylvania,  in  July,  1822.  His  family  has  long 
been  identified  with  the  history  of  the  army  and 
navy.  II  is  father  was  John  G.  Watmough,  an  officer  of 
artillery  during  the  war  of  1S12,  and  who  subsequently 
represented  his  district  in  Congress.  A brother,  Pendleton 
S.  Watmough,  now  United  States  Collector  of  Customs,  at 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  was  for  many  years  an  officer  in  the  navy. 
Still  another  relative,  his  cousin,  William  N.  Watmough, 
has  long  served  as  an  efficient  naval  officer.  Hon.  John  G. 
Watmough  was  the  grandson  of  a captain  in  the  British 
army,  who  died  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  who 
was  connected  with  the  Hope  family  of  England,  whose 
business  in  Amsterdam,  Holland,  was  managed  by  the 
grandfather  of  James  Horatio.  James  attended  college  at 
Andover,  New  Hampshire,  at  Westchester,  Pennsylvania, 
and  finally  completed  his  education  by  a two  years’  course 
of  study  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  After  leaving 
college,  he  studied  medicine  for  two  years  under  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  celebrated  Dr.  Franklin  Bache  of  Philadelphia. 
In  1843,  he  was  appointed  Acting  Midshipman  in  the 
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United  States  Navy,  and  served  as  such  for  one  year. 
December  12th,  1S44,  he  was  commissioned  a Purser  in  the 
navy,  and  was  ordered  to  join  the  sloop-of-war  “ Ports- 
mouth,” attached  to  the  Pacific  Squadron,  where  he  served 
until  the  close  of  1S4S.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Mexican 
war,  his  vessel  was  ordered  off  the  west  coast  of  Mexico 
and  California,  when  the  naval  forces  received  orders  to 
take  possession  of  California,  and  hold  it  until  the  arrival 
of  fresh  troops.  On  this  occasion,  he  landed  and  organized 
a company  of  volunteers  as  mounted  riflemen.  Taking 
post  at  Santa  Clara,  he  held  that  point  fur  nearly  eight 
months,  although  surrounded  by  hostile  Indians  and  the 
dreaded  half-breed  Mexicans.  When  possession  was  first 
taken  of  California,  in  July,  1846,  it  was  the  officers  of  his 
ship,  with  those  of  the  frigate  “ Congress,”  who  landed  at 
the  town  of  San  Francisco,  and — hoisting  the  American 
flag  in  the  principal  square — formally  declared  it  a posses- 
sion of  the  United  States.  Rejoining  his  vessel  after  the 
arrival  of  reinforcements,  he  was  engaged  in  the  bombard- 
ment and  reduction  of  Guay  mas.  I1  or  his  valiant  services 
upon  this  occasion,  he  was  honorably  mentioned  in  the 
Co>i-'>vssioual  Reports  of  1846.  In  1849,  he  was  ordered 
to  the  brig  “ Perry,”  then  cruising  along  the  coast  of  Africa; 
returning  to  the  United  States  in  1851,  he  remained  here 
for  eight  months,  then  joined  the  .frigate  “ Constitution,”  a 
cruiser  on  the  same  malarious  coast,  continuing  with  it  until 
1S55.  During  his  service  on  this  coast,  ]ie  participated  in 
the  capture  of  four  slavers,  and  in  a native  war  with  the 
savages  living  south  of  Leape  Palwas,  occasioned  by  their 
maltreatment  of  certain  missionaries.  From  1S55  to  1 S5 7, 
he  enjoyed  comparative  rest  and  tranquillity,  until  he  was 
ordered  to  the  United  Slates  steamer  “ Michigan,”  the 
solitary  armed  vessel  which,  by  our  treaty  with  England,  is 
permitted  to  sail  on  the  Western  lakes.  Detached  from 
this  vessel  in  1S58,  he  was,  in  1S59,  ordered  to  the  sloop- 
of-war  “ Saratoga,”  then  stationed  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
Here  he  served  actively  during  two  years,  and  participated 
in  the  capture  of  two  armed  Spanish  steamers  that  were 
endeavoring  to  reach  Vera  Cruz  in  order  to  replenish  the 
military  stores  of  the  Spanish  commander  Miramon,  the 
assailant  of  the  Republican  army  of  Mexico.  These  vessels 
were  sent  as  prizes  to  New  Orleans,  where,  upon  the  out- 
break of  the  Rebellion,  they  were  seized  by  the  Confederates, 
and  fitted  up  as  privateers;  one  of  these  became  the  cele- 
brated cruiser  “Sumter.”  In  1 S6 1 —’62— ’63,  he  was  on 
duty  at  the  Philadelphia  Navy  Yard,  and  in  the  latter  year 
was  ordered  as  Paymaster  on  board  the  frigate  “ Niagara,” 
which  was  detailed  on  special  service  to  watch  the  coast  of 
Nova  Scotia.  Detached  from  this  vessel  in  1S64,  he  was 
ordered  as  Fleet  Paymaster  to  the  South  Atlantic  Blockad- 
ing Squadron.  In  1S66,  he  was  appointed  Inspector  of 
provisions  and  clothing  at  the  New  York  Navy  Yard,  and 
continued  serving  in  that  capacity  until  1S6S.  lie  was 
afterward,  tSfiq-’yo,  on  duty  as  Paymaster  of  the  same 
station.  In  the  fall  of  1S73,  he  was  ordered  on  duty  as 


Acting  Paymaster-General,  in  charge  of  the  bureau  of  pro- 
visions and  clothing,  at  the  Navy  Department,  during  the 
absence  in  Europe,  on  special  duty,  of  Paymaster-General 
Bradford.  lie  was  married  in  1S4S,  to  a daughter  of 
George  Shecaf,  of  Pennsylvania,  who  is  a granddaughter 
of  Frederick  O.  Muhlenburgh,  one  of  the  signers  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  and  who  was  afterward  the 
first  Speaker  of  the  House  ( f Representatives  in  Congress. 

tTLEE,  WILLIAM  AUGUSTUS,  Lawyer,  was 
born  in  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  January  9th, 
I 1832.  1 1 is  father,  Dr.  John  L.  Alice,  is  still 

living  (July,  1S74)  in  Lancaster,  and  is  one  of 
the  most  successful  physicians  in  the  State;  his 
mother  was  a daughter  of  the  late  Judge  Walter 
Franklin,  lie  is,  from  maternal  and  paternal  ancestors, 
of  English  descent.  After  a preliminary  training  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  city,  he  became  a student  at  Yale 
College  when  but  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  at  nineteen, 
graduated  with  honors  in  the  class  of  1851.  He  then 
entered  the  law  office  of  his  uncle,  Thomas  L.  Franklin, 
one  of  the  most  prominent  legal  practitioners  in  Lancaster; 
here  he  evinced  the  same  industry  and  ability  which 
characterized  his  college  life,  and  fitted  himself  rapidly  for 
the  practice  of  his  difficult  profession.  In  1S54,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar,  and  immediately  entered  the  political 
arena  by  attaching  himself  to  the  Republican  party.  Since 
this  period,  he  has  ever  taken  an  extremely  active  and 
prominent  part  in  the  politics  of  his  country,  and  exhibited 
much  talent  and  sagacity.  During  the  campaign  of  John 
C.  Fremont  for  the  Presidency,  in  1856,  he  was,  though  but 
twenty-four  years  of  age,  Chairman  of  the  County  Republi- 
can Committee,  and  brilliantly  acquitted  himself  of  his 
onerous  functions.  In  October,  1865,  he  was  elected 
District  Attorney  for  Lancaster  county,  and,  during  three 
years,  held  this  honorable  position.  In  1869,  he  was 
elected  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Lancaster,  a post  he  filled 
until  1871.  In  1861,  he  entered  the  service  of  the  United 
States  as  a volunteer  in  the  1st  Regiment  of  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  and  served  until  the  expiration  of  the  time  for 
which  the  regiment  was  enlisted.  Soon  after  this,  lie  was 
appointed  Captain  of  Company  A,  12th  Regiment  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Militia.  Later,  he  became  Captain 
of  Company  F,  in  the  50th  Regiment  of  the  same  patriotic 
militia.  At  present,  he  is  Solicitor  for  the  Lancaster 
County  National  Bank,  also  for  the  Peach  Bottom  Railway 
Company,  and  for  the  Lancaster  Board  of  Trade.  He  was 
married,  October  14th,  1S57,  to  the  daughter  of  Hon. 
Benjamin  Champneys,  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  for  Lancaster  county.  He  stands  high  at  the  bar, 
and  has  an  extensive  and  lucrative  practice,  which  testifies 
to  the  great  confidence  placed  in  him  by  a wide  circle  of 
admiring  friends.  He  has  been  engaged  upon  many  cases 


y.  ' ' ! ’ ’ vK.i  . ■ 


,-t^iWWv  Wt' » 5 fill  i,'™ 

t,  | l,  v'  Ifii  *l>>i?  . ■ '"I  «(f» 

,|.'ii  . i 'I  !•'  I ' ’ . . : V ■ 


•:jri  '«i 


i ;:o  1/  : •- Jj  J 


.'tut  ,:>■  ' »»»' 


" t'JXV  ' ■ /* 

’■tUK'OS  KIO  ' 


, ifl  1c  . ■a- ■ .)>  ■>!'  ),!<  ; a i.  i-J  >'■{■'  ‘ •" 1,1  ■ M ■* 

, >.  .<,/ 1 n til  , rflftu-'H  111;,  j > ’ >> 

fy,  ill  r 3.  hi  ) 1 ...  ./  -‘HI.  a:  " *'  r.  w r . • ’ 1 

[.  II-  . • 'l!l  ' ■ ill  .r  ' 

j,  ,,  , , ,.f  , „■  i . ; 1 'I-!-  mi";  V ' ' ! ' 

, . m,  , v ) i ; i 1 1.. ; -M  ' . 

I . ar.i  , ■ .1  ..ill’  I n!)  “ 1 :.“u 


. 

iirf  w 


. 

, 1 . . ! ■ ta 1 . . * ■ v 1 ' - 

m ' I ! r 3 ■ ; '■ ! ' ' ' ' J 


" “ ■ % ■ ' : ' ' 

1,  - '■■ ■■■" 

• 1 1 " * 1 • • " 1 ‘ 


■ 


BIOGRAPHICAL  ENCYCLOPEDIA. 


469 


of  considerable  local  importance,  and  in  each  and  all  has 
exhibited  commendable  moderation,  ability  and  tireless 
perseverance.  1 1 is  chronicle  as  student,  lawyer,  soldier, 
official,  and  gentleman  may  stand  as  a model  and  an  ex- 
ample for  his  younger  brethren  to  imitate. 


I OUGI IRIDGE,  JOHN  ALEXANDER,  Frolho- 
notary  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Phila- 
delphia, was  born  in  the  old  District  of  Kens- 
ington, in  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  June  2d, 
1S39.  lie  is  of  Irish  descent,  his  parents,  An- 
drew Loughridge  and  Jane  Wilson,  having  emi- 
grated from  Ireland  to  St.  John’s,  New  Brunswick,  about 
forty-five  years  since.  Shortly  afterwards  they  removed 
from  thence  to  Philadelphia,  where  they  have  ever  since  re- 
sided, and  where  John  Alexander  was  born,  he  being  ope 
of  eleven  children.  1 1 is  early  education  was  received  at 
the  Harrison  (boys)  Grammar  School,  which  he  attended 
until  he  attained  the  age  of  fourteen.  Immediately  u^on 
leaving  school,  he  obtained  employment  in  the  “ Keystone 
Saw  Works  ” of  Henry  Disston,  where  he  remained  three 
years.  1 1 is  father,  in  1857,  removing  to  Limerick  town- 
ship, Philadelphia  county,  to  engage  in  farming,  he  left  his 
position  in  the  saw  works  and  accompanied  him,  remaining 
for  a year  and  aiding  in  the  work  of  the. farm.  Wearying 
of  the  monotony  of  farm  life  and  ambitious  to  pushEis  own 
way  in  the  world,  he  returned  to  Philadelphia,  in  1S5S. 
He  was  at  once  received  again  into  the  employ  of  Henry 
Disston,  and  placed  as  foreman  in  charge  of  the  handle-, 
polishing  department  of  the  works.  This  position  (with 
the  exception  of  the  time  he  was  in  the  military  service)  he 
held  until  elevated  by  the  people  to  the  public  position  be 
now  occupies.  He  was  prompt  to  respond  to  the  claims  of 
his  country  in  her  hour  of  need.  In  1S61,  shortly  after 
the  declaration  of  war,  he  enlisted  as  a private  in  the  15th 
Pennsylvania  Regiment — the  Anderson  Cavalry — and  was 
conspicuous  as  one  of  the  noble  300  who  fought  so  bravely 
in  the  battle  of  Stone  River,  December  25th,  1863.-  lie 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  and  was  mustered  out  with 
the  rank  of  1st  Lieutenant,  having  filled  every  intermediate 
grade  and  earned  by  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct  each 
step  upwards  in  the  line  of  promotion.  ' During  Ids  con- 
nection with  the  army  he  occupied-many  responsible  posi- 
tions, and  always  with  credit  to  himself  and  his  command. 
He  served  as  Acting  Provost-Marshal  upon  the  stall’  of 
General  Joseph  R.  Stewart,  at  Richmond,  Kentucky,  for 
the  Department  of  the  Mississippi.  In  this  capacity  he  dis- 
played signal  ability  in  discharge  of  the  onerous  duties  con- 
nected with  the  office,  and  received  encomiums,  justly  be- 
stowed, from  friend  and  foe.  While  he  was  faithful  in  the 
performance  of  the  trusts  confided  to  him,  he  at  the  same 
time,  by  strict  discipline,  impartiality,  and  courtesy,  exerted 
an  influence  which  was  most  beneficial.  His  record  as  a 


soldier  is  one  in  which  he  may  feel  a most  justifiable  pride. 
After  returning  from  the  United  States’  service  he  again 
entered  lire  works  of  Henry  1 fission.  Bringing  with  him  so 
pure  a record  from  the  army,  and  having  gained  a reputa- 
tion for  intelligence,  sobriety  and  industry  before  entering 
it,  it  was  not  long  before  his  party  friends  manifested  a dis- 
position to  reward  him  for  past  political  and  military  ser- 
vices.- Always  having  been  air  active,  working,  and  pro- 
minent member  of  the  Republican  organization,  he  was 
nominated  by  that  party  for  the  responsible  office  of  Pro- 
thonotary  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  City  and 
County  of  Philadelphia.  In  October,  1871,  he  was  elected 
to  that  office  for  the  term  of  three  years.  By  the  provisions 
of  the  newly-adopted  Constitution  of  Pennsylvania,  the  Pro- 
thonotary  is  no  longer  elected,  but  is  appointed  by  the 
judges  of  the  courts.  Mr.  Loughridge  is  the  last  Prollro- 
notary  who  will  serve  in  that  office  as  the  elective  choice 
of  the  people.  Since  he  has  filled  the  position  he  has  exe- 
cuted the  duties  devolving  upon  him  with  fidelity,  and  ren- 
dered entire  satisfaction  to  the  bar  and  suitors  of  the  courts. 
He  is  an  active  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  of 
the  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  is  connected  with  various 
other  beneficial  and  charitable  associations.  He  is  closely 
identified  with  the  progress  of  his  native  city,  and  is  always 
ready  to  contribute,  by  every  means  in  his  power,  to  the 
advancement'of  its  material  prosperity. 


ICKESON,  WILLIAM  T.  W.,  M.  D„  Physician, 
and  Scientist,  was  born  at  Woodbury,  New  Jer- 
sey, January  4th,  1S28.  1 1 is  father,  although  a 

native  of  the  United  States,  was  of  Norwegian 
extraction,  his  immediate  ancestor  having  emi- 
grated to  this  country  with  a colony  of  that  peo- 
ple, in  1776,  and  settled  as  a farmer  at  Salem,  New  Jersey. 
He  received  his  preliminary  education  at  the  primary 
schools  of  Woodbury  and  the  Presbyterian  Academy  of 
that  place.  The  classical  studies  of  his  early  manhood  he 
subsequently  completed  under  a private  tutor  in  Philadel- 
phia, in  1 846  v-  Having  chosen  medicine  as  his  profession, 
he  entered  the.  University  of-  Pennsylvania,  and  was  gra- 
duated from  the  Medical  Department  in  1849.  Deciding 
to  remain  in  .Philadelphia,  immediately  after  graduating 
he-commenccd  the  practice  of  his  profession.  He  met  with 
more  than  average  success,  and  remained  in  that  city  until 
1853.  Ife  then  moved  to  Greensboro’,  North  Carolina, 
where  for  three  years  he  was  actively  employed  in  practice, 
and  also  as  Superintendent  of  mines  during  the  gold  and 
copper  excitement  which  enlivened  that  region  for  a time. 
Returning  to  Philadelphia,  he  devoted  himself  with  ardor 
and  success  not  only  to  medicine  but  also  to  the  manufac- 
ture of  petroleum  oils.  In  pursuit  of  the  latter  interest  he 
established  a factory  at  Powellon,  then  a suburb  of  Phila- 
delphia, which,  in  i860,  was  consumed  by  lire.  After  this 
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misfortune  he  abandoned  the  walks  of  commercial  life  and 
confined  himself  strictly  to  the  business  of  his  profession. 
In  i S6 1 , shortly  after  the  commencement  of  the  Civil  War, 
he  offered  his  services  to  the  Slate,  and  was  commissioned 
as  Assistant  Surgeon.  He  was  assigned  to  duty  with  the 
4lh  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  and  ordered  to 
Camp  Washington.  Soon  after  he  was  promoted  to  the 
full  rank  of  Surgeon,  and  connected  with  the  99th  Regi- 
ment of  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry.  With  this  com- 
mand he  remained  for  about  two  and  a half  years,  when  he 
retired  from  the  service  and  located  at  Media.  He  has 
through  life  devoted  much  of  his  time  to  the  study  of  the 
classics  and  natural  sciences,  as  well  as  to  the  higher  and 
more  abstract  departments  of  his  profession.  With  survey- 
ing, mining  and  engineering,  he  is  equally  familiar,  eco- 
logy and  surgery  have  ever  been  his  favorite  studies.  To 
these  sciences  he  is  passionately  attached.  In  1S52,  at  the 
early  age  of  twenty-four,  he  occupied  the  Chair  of  Pro- 
fessor of  Agricultural  Chemistry  in  the  Wagner  Free  Insti- 
tute of  Philadelphia.  In  1854,  he  was  married  to  Eunice, 
daughter  of  Jabez  Uurchard  of  Philadelphia,  United  States 
Commissioner  for  the  Eastern  District  of  Pennsylvania. 
In  1863,  he  entered  into  a second  marriage  with  Emily  J., 
daughter  of  J.  Snider,  Jr.,  wine  merchant,  and  inventor  and 
manufacturer  of  Snider’s  rifle.  He  still  continues  active  in 
the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Media.  Preferring  sur- 
gery to  general  practice,  his  connection  is  so  extended  as 
to  give  him  little  time  apart  from  that  devoted  to  the  de- 
mands of  his  patients,  though  he  still  feels  and  exhibits  a 
warm  interest  in  every  discovery  tending  to  advance  the 
sciences  to  which  he  is  devoted. 


£j££?ANLEY,  CHARLES  DE  HAVEN,  Lawyer,  was 
^ll  born  in  the  township  of  Radnor,  Delaware 
county,  Pennsylvania,  December  20th,  1S07. 
His  father,  Benjamin  Manley,  was  a farmer  and 
mechanic,  residing  in  the  county  of  Delaware, 
near  Chester;  his  great-grandfather  was  a mem- 
bei  of  a noble  family  of  Ireland,  and  his  mother,  a De- 
Haven,  of  the  Dellavens  of  Schuylkill,”  was  of  German 
extraction.  His  preliminary  education  was  received  at  the 
country  schools  of  the  neighborhood,  after  which  he  was 
sent  to  boarding  school  for  about  one  year.  After  having 
received  a fair  English  education,  he,  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen, commenced  teaching  school  in  Chester.  He  continued 
at  this  occupation  for  four  years,  applying  himself  diligently 
during  his  leisure  hours  to  the  study  of  law,  and  by  eco- 
nomy contriving  to  save  a considerable  sum  of  money. 
But  his  health  beginning  to  evidence  signs  of  failure,  in 
consequence  of  too  intense  application  to  his  studies  and 
bu  siness,  he  abandoned  teaching  and  assumed  a clerical 
position  in  the  Bank  of  Delaware,  located  in  Chester.  In 
this  capacity  he  remained  about  sixteen  months,  when  he 


entered  into  the  mercantile  business  as  one  of  the  firm  of 
Eyre  & Manley.  In  this  connection  he  continued  for  the 
four  years  succeeding,  when,  abandoning  commercial  pur- 
suits, he  again  turned  his  attention  to  the  law.  He  entered 
the  office  of  P.  11.  Engle  as  a student,  continued  there  for 
some  time,  and  finally,  finishing  his  legal  reading  under  the 
tuition  of  E.  Darlington,  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  in  1848. 
Establishing  himself  at  first  in  Chester,  he  there  practised 
until  1850,  when  he  removed  to  Media,  then  just  commenc- 
ing to  be  settled  as  a town.  Here  his  professional  business 
rapidly  and  steadily  increased ; it  W'as  not  confined  to  the 
State  courts,  but  included  much  and  important  business  in 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  In  1856,  he  was 
elected  to  the  State  Legislature,  and  was  subsequently  the 
Democratic  nominee  for  Congress  in  the  district  in  which 
he  resided.  He  has  always  been  a Democrat  in  politics, 
and  while  he  is  not  aggressive  or  offensive  in  his  opinions, 
he  has  always  been  firm  in  his  adhesion  to  the  principles  of 
his  party.  Having  since  his  admission  to  the  bar  confined 
himself  almost  exclusively  to  the  business  of  his  profession, 
he  is  looked  upon  more  as  a conscientious  lawyer  than  as 
an  aspiring  politician.  He  has  alw'ays  taken  an  active  in- 
terest and  given  substantial  aid  to  any  movement  tending 
to  the  advancement  of  the  town  of  Media,  and  has  re- 
peatedly been  a member  of  the  Town  Council.  In  1838, 
he  was  married  to  Margaret  Worrall,  a member  of  an  old 
and  w'ell-known  family  of  Delaware  county.  In  religion, 
he  is  an  Episcopalian,  a member  of  the  vestry  of  St.  Paul’s 
Church  at  Chester,  and  has  always  manifested  a deep  in- 
terest in  the  religious  denomination  with  which  he  is  con- 
nected, as  well  as  in  all  questions  of  private  and  public 
morality  at  home  and  abroad. 


EARSOL,  JOHN  HARPER,  Journalist,  was  born 
at  Cambridge,  Chester  county  (now'  Lancaster 
county),  Pennsylvania,  January  12th,  1818.  His 
father  was  of  Welsh  descent,  and  was  a soldier 
in  the  (Regular)  United  Slates  Army.  His  mo- 
ther, who  w'as  of  Irish  extraction,  was  killed  when 
he  was  quite  young.  At  the  age  of  seven  years  he  was  re- 
ceived by  Hugh  Maxwell,  of  Lancaster,  into  his  printing 
office  as  errand  boy.  At  the  close  of  one  year  he  com- 
menced setting  type,  for  which  he  had  always  manifested  a 
fondness,  and  in  six  months’  time  became  the  most  rapid 
compositor  in  the  office.  Subsequently  he  obtained  the 
reputation  of  being  one  of  the  fastest  compositors,  if  not  the 
fastest,  in  the  United  States.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  re- 
moved to  Mount  Joy,  in  order  to  attend  store  for  his  sister. 
In  this  occupation  he  continued  for  two  years,  when  he  re- 
turned to  the  types,  having  obtained  employment  in  a print- 
ing office  in  Marietta,  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania.  He 
remained  there  one  year,  and  on  the  failure  of  his  employer 
made  his  way  to  Philadelphia,  and  entered  the  office  of 
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Riggs  & Young,  Printers,  on  Jayne  above  Sixth  streets, 
with  whom  he  worked  until  he  attained  his  majority. 
After  spending  some  time  in  different  offices  in  Philadelphia 
and  New  York,  he  returned  to  Lancaster  and  entered  into 
the  employ  of  Colonel  John  \V.  Forney,  who  was  then 
publishing  the  Lancaster  Intelligencer  and  Journal ; here 
he  served  as  foreman  of  the  office.  On  August  19th,  1 S39, 
he  associated  with  him  Bryson  and  Wimer  and  commenced 
the  publication  of  a literary  and  temperance  paper,  called 
the  Semi-weekly  Gazette.  The  firm  was  not  very  long 
lived.  The  paper  was  disposed  of,  but  the  amount  for 
which  it  was  sold  was  never  received  on  account  of  the 
failure  of  the  purchasers.  On  February  10th,  1843,  l'e 
commenced  the  publication,  on  a borrowed  capital  of  8500, 
of  the  Weekly  Express , a temperance  paper.  lie  con- 
tinued to  issue  the  Express  as  a weekly,  until  1836,  when 
he  associated  with  him  J.  M.  W.  Geist,  and  started  the 
Daily  Express,  now  the  oldest  paper  in  Lancaster  county. 
1 1 is  paper  is  outspoken  in  the  cause  of  temperance  and 
public  morality,  and  is  independent  on  all  subjects.  lie 
confines  himself  closely  to  his  business,  and  has  per- 
sistently refused  to  accept  any  office,  honor,  or  emolument. 
He  has  always  taken  a great  interest  in  worthy  young  men, 
and  has,  even  at  personal  sacrifice,  advanced  the  fortunes 
of  many  such.  Being  a champion  of  the'  temperance 
cause,  he  aids  it  by  every  means  in  his  power.  He  is 
President  of  the  Committee  of  Forty-five,  to  suppress  the 
sale  of  Liquor  on  the  Sabbath;  is  Vice-President  of  the 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  of  Lancaster,  and 
Chairman  of  its  Board  of  Finance;  and  is  also  active  in 
many  other  good  works  tending  to  the  improvement  of 
public  morality.  During  the  late  Civil  War  he  was  a 
strong  supporter  of  the  government  and  dedicated  his  only 
living  son  to  his  country’s  service  : his  boy  was  killed  upon 
the  field  when  but  seventeen  years  of  age.  He  was  mar- 
ried, in  1844,  to  a daughter  of  Benjamin  Ober,  a wealthy 
and  prominent  merchant  of  Lancaster,  and  seven  children 
have  been  born  to  him,  three  of  whom  are  living.  He  is 
an  active  member  of  St.  Paul’s  German  Reformed  Church, 
and  is  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  connected 
therewith.  Believing  and  acting  on  the  principle  that  true 
greatness  lies  largely  in  a rigid  adherence  to  truth  and  duty 
as  a man  understands  them,  he  is  a highly  respected  and 
influential  member  of  the  community  in  which  he  resides. 
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VSFY,  IION.  JOSEPH,  Lawyer,  Fx-Chief  Jus- 
tice of  the  United  States  Court  of  Claims,  was 
born  in  Ringgold’s  Manor,  Washington  county, 
Maryland,  December  17th,  1814.  1 1 is  father, 

Joseph  Casey,  was  born  in  Wicklow,  Ireland, 
July  1 2th,  1771  ; was  educated  as  a Physician,  at 
the  University  of  Edinburgh,  and  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  in  1792.  He  married,  in  1S04,  Rebecca,  the 


daughter  of  Thomas  McLaughlin,  of  Franklin  county, 
Pennsylvania,  who  was  of  Scottish  descent  and  who  had 
served  as  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  Joseph  was 
next  to  the  youngest  of  nine  children,  and  was  born  while  his 
father,  a man  of  great  learning  in  the  ancient  classics  and 
literature,  was  engaged  as  tutor  in  preparing  the  sons  of 
General  Ringgold  for  college.  The  father,  after  a time,  re- 
moved to  Pennsylvania,  and  lived  at  Newvilleand  Shippens- 
hurg,  in  Cumberland  county,  until  his  death,  in  1S41.  Prior 
to  that  date,  the  family,  through  misfortune,  were  obliged  to 
separate  for  a time.  In  1819,  Joseph  was  hired  to  a black- 
smith named  Henry  McDermond,  at  Newville,  and  here 
he  remained  until  his  fourteenth  year,  when  he  returned 
to  his  father’s  home,  in  Shippensburg.  Up  to  this  time  he 
had  attended  school  but  three  months  in  his  life.  Not- 
withstanding, he  was  by  no  means  illiterate,  every  oppor- 
tunity for  the  acquirement  of  knowledge  having  been 
eagerly  seized  by  him.  lie  was  very  fond  of  books  and 
devoured  all  literary  matter  that  fell  in  his  way.  From 
the  age  of  five  years  he  attended  Sunday-school,  mostly 
at  the  Big  Spring  Presbyterian  Church,  of  Newville,  and 
so  strong  and  tenacious  was  his  memory  that  he  early  com- 
mitted the  greater  part  of  the  New  Testament  and  most 
of  the  Psalms...'  In  this  manner  was  laid  the  foundation 
of  the  moral.-tind  intellectual  character  which  now  distin- 
guishes him.  After:  leaving  his  blacksmith  tutor  he  at- 
tended school  -for  about'  one  year,  and  thus  acquired  the 
rudiments  of  a fair  English  education.  Ilis  father’s  means 
being’  insufficient  to  afford  him  further  scholastic  advan- 
tages, he,  in  1831,  entered  as  an  apprentice,  a hat  manu- 
factory in"  Shippensburg.  Here  he  remained  for  over  a 
year,  when  he  engaged  himself,  in  the  same  business,  to 
Samuel  Culbertson,  at  Williamsport,  Maryland.  Through 
the  friendship  of  the  wife  of  Ambrose  M.  C.  Cramer,  a 
merchant  of  that  town,  he  was  enabled  to  procure  books 
and  encouraged  to  pursue  his  reading  and  studies.  But 
hard  work  and  close  application  to  books  began  to  under- 
mine his  health.  He  returned  to  Newville,  and  there  he 
remained,  engaged  at  his  trade,  teaching  school,  and  con 
tinuing  his  studies,  during  the  years  1834-35.  lie  then 
entered  the  employ  of  the  late  William  Ileyser,  of  Cham- 
bersburg,  as  clerk  and  assistant  manager  of  a large  manu- 
factory. The  active  employment,  and  outdoor  exercise 
fully  re-established  his  health,  and  in  the  autumn  of  1S36, 
he  entered,  as  a student,  the  law  office  of  the  lion.  Charles 
B.  Penrose,  at  Carlisle.  During  the  two  years  of  the 
course  he  taught  school  in  order  to  defray  his  expenses, 
and  devoted  his  leisure  moments  to  the  acquirement  of 
legal  knowledge,  lie  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Carlisle, 
in  November,  1838.  lie  then  settled  at  Bloomfield,  Perry 
county.  In  1S41,  he  was  married  to  Mary  A.  Krettle, 
of  Carlisle — three  children  were  born  to  him,  all  of  whom 
are  dead.  In  the  spring  of  1S45,  he  removed  to  New 
Berlin,  Union  county,  where  he  at  once  assumed  a leading 
position  at  the  bar  of  that  region.  In  1848,  he  was  nomi- 
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Hated  by  the  Whig  party  for  Congress,  in  the  old  Thirteenth 
District  of  Pennsylvania,  as  the  successor  of  Governor 
Pollock.  The  contest  was  a very  fierce  and  determined 
one,  and,  though  the  district  was  strongly  Democratic  and 
his  opponent  championed  by  the  most  able  men  of  that 
party,  yet  he  was  elected  by  a handsome  majority,  lie 
declined  renomination  in  1S50.  In  Congress,  as  elsewhere, 
he  was  liberal  and  conservative  in  his  views  and  votes. 
He  supported,  in  the  main,  the  administrations  of  Presi- 
dents Taylor  and  Fillmore,  and  voted  f r Clay’s  Compro- 
mise Measures  of  1S50,  except  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law. 
In  I S5 1 , the  new  amendment  to  the  Constitution  making 
the  Judiciary  elective,  he  was  nominated  by  the  Whig  party 
for  President  Judge  of  the  district  composed  of  the  counties 
of  Mifflin  and  Union.  Owing  to  a division  in  the  party,  he 
was  defeated.  In  I S 5 5 , he  removed  to  Harrisburg,  where 
his  reputation  had  preceded  him.  At  the  solicitation  of 
Governor  Pollock,  he  accepted  the  appointment  of  Com- 
missioner, under  an  Act  of  Assembly,  to  settle  the  contest 
between  the  State  and  certain  New  York  and  Ohio  railroad 
corporations,  known  as  “ The  Erie  Railroad  War.”  While 
thus  engaged,  the  office  of  Reporter  of  the  Decisions  of  the 
Supreme  Court  becoming  vacant,  it  was  tendered  to  him 
by  Governor  Pollock,  and  was  accepted.  He  reported 
twelve  volumes,  known  as  Casey's  Reports,  which  gave 
general  satisfaction  both  to  Bench  and  Bar.  During  all 
this  time  he  also  attended  to  an  increasing  and  important 
practice.  During  his  official  connection  with  the  Court, 
the  Bench  was  occupied  by  Judges  Lewis,  Black,  Wood- 
ward, Lawrie,  Knox,  and  others.  He  enjoyed  the  friend- 
ship and  confidence  of  them  all.  In  May,  1861,  he  was 
appointed  to  the  Bench  of  the  United  States  Court  of 
Claims,  by  President  Lincoln,  and  in  1863,  upon  the  re- 
organization of  that  court  and  the  extension  of  its  authority, 
he  was  appointed  its  first  Chief  Justice.  This  position  he 
held  until  December  1st,  1870,  when,  in  consequence  of 
ill  health  and  the  demands  of  private  business,  he  resigned, 
and  resumed  the  practice  of  law  in  Washington,  District 
of  Columbia.  The  records  of  the  Court  over  which  he  so 
long  presided  are  substantial  evidence  of  his  high  character 
as  a Judge.  The  post  was  one  of  uncommon  difficulty  and 
delicacy;  the  track  an  unbeaten  one.  The  judicial  rela- 
tions of  the  citizen  w ith  his  government,  regarding  business 
transactions,  had  not  been  defined.  How  far  the  ordinary 
rules  and  principles  of  law,  which  regulate  the  intercourse 
between  individuals,  were  modified  in  their  character  or 
application,  by  one  of  the  parties  being  a sovereign  nation, 
were  unsolved  problems.  Judge  Casey  and  his  friends 
can  refer,  with  pride,  to  the  record  of  his  discharge  of  these 
high  and  responsible  duties.  Freedom  from  prejudice, 
and  fearlessness  in  the  right,  ever  characterized  his  decis- 
ions and  opinions.  Resuming  his  practice,  after  his 
resignation,  he  was  soon  overwhelmed  with  business, 
which  continues,  of  the  most  extensive  and  lucrative 
nature.  In  politics,  he  has  long  been  identified  with  the 


Republican  party,  though,  in  1S72,  he  supported  Horace 
Greeley  lor  President.  In  his  religious  connections,  he  is 
a Presbyterian,  a member  and  elder  in  the  New  York 
Avenue  Church.  11c  is  free  from  all  sectarian  bigotry  or 
bias,  believing  in  the  united  elforts  of  all  Christians  for  the 
elevation  and  regeneration  of  mankind. 


ALDY,  PETER,  Merchant,  was  born  in  Sunbury, 
Pennsylvania,  March  2d,  1789,  thirteen  years 
after  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  when 
Pennsylvania  was  little  more  than  a virgin  wil- 
derness. The  family  was  of  German  extraction, 
and  upon  the  paternal  side  were  seven  brothers, 
all  of  whom  were  soldiers  in  the  American  ranks  when  the 
Revolution  was  unfolding  itself.  Opportunities  for  educa- 
tion in  those  days  were  rare  and  meagre  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  Peter’s  humble  rank  in  life  prevented  him  from  acquir- 
ing aught  save  a very  limited  share  of  school  discipline  or 
learning.  When  sixteen  years  of  age,  he  entered  his 
father’s  blacksmith  shop,  and  became  an  apprentice  to  the 
trade,  continuing  in  this  occupation  until  he  was  twenty- 
one,  or  “ free,”  according  to  the  custom  and  language  of 
the  time.  The  over-ruling  desire  for  pecuniary  competence 
and  independence,  which  has  been,  in  so  influential  a 
degree,  the  distinctive  trait  in  his  career,  was  at  an  early 
date  noticeably  prominent.  In  place  of  giving  to  profitless 
pursuits  his  leisure  time,  as  was  the  general  habit  of  boys 
at  his  age,  it  was  devoted  to  extra  work,  therefore  to  extra 
earnings.  Thus,  when  he  had  attained  his  majority,  he  had 
not  only  well  fitted  himself  fur  an  active  life  by  economical 
habits  and  steady  labor,  but  had  also  accumulated  a sum 
of  money  not  usually  found  in  the  possession  of  one  of  his 
age  and  trade.  The  blacksmith’s  shop  seemed  to  be  a 
sphere  too  circumscribed  for  his  aspirations;  and  his  atten- 
tion was  turned  to  mercantile  pursuits,  wherein  he  resolved 
to  hazard  a venture.  Borrowing  the  sum  of  $850,  he  set 
out  for  Philadelphia,  where,  obtaining  further  credit,  he 
bought  goods  to  the  amount  of  between  two  and  three  thou- 
sand dollars.  Willi  these  he  returned  to  Danville,  and 
established  himself  at  once  in  business.  In  those  days, 
there  were  no  railroads  in  Pennsylvania,  and  a journey  to 
Philadelphia  was  a tedious  and  costly  affair.  He  was  soon 
pleasantly  assured  that  his  undertaking  was  a success;  the 
borrowed  money  was  promptly  repaid,  and  prospects  were 
encouraging.  Shortly  after,  his  store  became  one  of  the 
principal  centres  of  trade  for  all  the  surrounding  country; 
fanners  brought  to  him  their  wheat  and  produce,  which 
they  exchanged  for  merchandise  adapted  to  their  require- 
ments ; this  produce  was  floated  on  arks  to  Philadelphia, 
where  it  was  again  exchanged  for  fresh  supplies  of  commo- 
dities. In  this  business  he  continued  to  amass  wealth, 
until  the  year  1845,  when  he  withdrew  from  mercantile 
pursuits  to  enjoy  leisure  and  tranquillity.  Owing  to  the 
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enhanced  value  of  large  tracts  of  land  bought  when  ex- 
tremely cheap,  his  income  has  doubled  and  redoubled 
itself  since  his  outset  in  life,  thus  justifying  many  of  his 
early  and  oft-repeated  prophecies,  lie  is  distinguished  for 
strength  of  will  and  great  energy  of  character;  business  tact 
and  capacity;  exactness  in  his  dealings,  and  a willingness 
to  aid  the  poor  and  deserving,  lie  was  married,  February 
17th,  1 S 1 8,  to  the  daughter  of  Daniel  Hurley,  and  he  has 
had  a family  consisting  of  three  sons  and  as  many  daughters. 
Edward  II.  Baldy,  a prominent  lawyer  of  Danville,  is  one 
of  these  sons;  the  second  is  a clergyman;  the  third  a thriv- 
ing merchant.  Two  of  his  daughters  are  married  to  worthy 
and  talented  lawyers,  and  the  third  is  the  wife  of  a clergy- 
man loved  ami  esteemed  by  all  his  parishioners. 


1 ADDELL,  1ION.  WILLIAM  B.,  Lawyer,  was 
born  September  21st,  182S,  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia. His  father,  Robert  Waddell,  was  Irish 
by  birth,  but  came  to  this  country  when  quite 
young.  lie  was  an  intelligent  mechanic  — a 
carver — and  occupied  a respectable  position  in 
the  social  circle  in  which  he  moved.  1 1 is  mother,  Mary 
Bell,  sLter  of  lion.  Thomas  S.  Bell,  late  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania,  was  a woman  of  marked 
characteristics.  When  seven  years  of  age,  the  family  re- 
moved to  Trenton,  and  here  the  son  lived  until  he  was 
thirteen  years  of  age,  when  he  was  sent  to  attend  school  at 
the  Academy  at  Westchester,  Pennsylvania.  This  school 
was  considered  at  that  time  one  of  the  best  in  the  country, 
and  it  was  here  that  the  foundation  was  laid  which  enabled 
him  to  subsequently  rise  so  rapidly  in  public  estimation. 
After  leaving  the  Academy,  he  went  to  Princeton  College, 
New  Jersey,  where  he  was  graduated,  with  a good  position 
in  his  class,  in  1849.  When  at  college,  he  was  quiet,  un- 
assuming, and  attentive  to  his  studies,  but  did  not  exhibit 
any  marked  trails  of  character.  Immediately  after  gradu- 
ating, he  entered  the  office  of  Joseph  Hemphill,  of  West- 
chester, and  commenced  the  study  of  law;  he  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  of  Chester  county  in  March,  1852.  Besides 
having  the  advantage  and  benefit  of  an  attendance  at  such 
schools  of  learning  as  the  Academy  at  Westchester  and 
Princeton  College,  he  made  a wise  selection  when  he 
entered  the  law  office  of  Joseph  1 Iemphill,  a well-known 
and  most  excellent  lawyer,  pleasing  in  his  manners  and 
scrupulously  conscientious.  Immediately  after  his  admis- 
sion to  the  bar,  he  assumed  a prominent  position,  which  he- 
lms maintained  ever  since.  1 1 is  practice  has  been  confined 
principally  to  the  courts  of  Chester  county  and  the  Supreme- 
Court  of  the  State,  in  which  he  has  always  had  a large- 
share  of  bushiess.  Originally  a Democrat,  and  a warm 
supporter  of  Stephen  A.  Douglas  for  President,  in  1S61, 
when  the  second  great  political  revolution  swept  over  the 
country,  he  entered  the  ranks  of  the  Republican  party,  and 
Go 


has  ever  since  been  an  active  worker  in  that  organization. 
During  1865-66-67,  he  was  a member  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  Pennsylvania,  in  which  body,  in  1866,  he  was 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  one  of  the 
most  important  committees  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and,  in  1867,  he  was  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  In  1872,  he  was  elected  to  fill  the  tin- 
expired  term  of  II.  S.  Evans,  in  the  Senate  of  the  State; 
in  this  body,  ns  in  the  Lower  House,  he  occupied  a promi- 
nent position.  In  the  cause  of  education  he  has  always 
been  deeply  interested  ; as  President  of  the  Normal  School 
Board,  his  services  and  influence  have  been  marked  w ith 
beneficial  results.  lie  has  been  for  many  years  a director 
of  and  counsel  for  the  National  Bank  of  Chester  county. 
In  1856,  lie  married  Mary  Jane  Worthington,  of  West- 
chester, niece  of  Dr.  Worthington  (deceased),  late  State 
Senator.  He  occupies  a prominent  position  in  Chester 
county;  has  earned,  by  faithful  and  valuable  services,  the 
esteem  and  confidence  of  the  community,  and  is  quoted  as 
an  attentive  and  safe  lawyer,  an  honorable,  enterpris- 
ing, and  influential  citizen. 
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ERR  I FI  EI.D,  IiON.  WILLIAM,  Merchant, 
Legislator,  and  Judge,  was  born  at  Pine  Plains, 
Dutchess  county,  New  York,  April  22d,  1806. 
1 1 is  parents,  Robert  Merrifield  and  Catharine 
Wilsey,  were  both  natives  of  New  York  State. 
1 1 is  early  life  was  spent  upon  the  farm  of  his 
father,  and  what  education  he  received  was  acquired  at  the 
common  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  In  1819,  his  parents 
removed  to  Hyde  Park,  Pennsylvania,  then  known  as  and 
called  Providence.  Here  he  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the 
trade  of  a carpenter,  at  which  he  worked  about  four  years. 
After  this,  he  engaged  in  mercantile  business  at  Cenlre- 
moreland,  in  Luzerne  county.  At  the  end  of  one  year,  he 
returned  to  Hyde  Park,  where  he  recommenced  business, 
in  which  he  continued  for  thirty  years.  In  1835,  mainly 
through  his  instrumentality,  a post-office  was  located  in  the 
town  of  his  residence,  and  he  w as  appointed  Post-master,  a 
position  which  he  retained  for  twelve  years.  In  1843,  lie 
was  elected  to  the  Slate  Legislature,  and  served  in  that 
body  during  the  sessions  of  1844-45-46.  While  a member 
of  the  Legislature,  he  was  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Banks,  was  a member  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  of  several  other  important  committees.  In 
polities,  he  is  a Democrat  of  the  old  school,  and  a strong 
believer  in  the  principles  advocated  and  promulgated  by 
Jefferson.  lie  was  ever  regarded  by  his  party  in  the  Legis- 
lature as  a safe  adviser,  his  opinions  being  frequently 
sought  and  much  respected.  In  1856,  he  was  nominated 
for  and  elected  an  Associate  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  of  Luzerne  county,  and  occupied,  for  five  years,  a 
seat  on  the  Bench  with  the  late  Judge  Connyngham,  I’resi- 
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dent  Judge  of  that  court.  lie  is  President  of  lire  Hyde 
Park  Bank,  and  is  connected  with  several  other  financial 
institutions.  He  was  one  of  the  owners  of  500  acres  of 
land  on  which  the  city  of  Scranton  now  stands,  ami  which 
was  sold  by  him  and  his  partners  to  the  Scranlons  and 
their  associates,  in  1S46.  'I’ll is  city,  which  was  located 
subsequently  to  1846,  now  contains  a population  of  about 
30,000  inhabitants.  He  has  always  been  greatly  inter- 
ested in  all  such  public  improvements  as  would  develop 
that  portion  of  the  State  with  which  he  was  imme- 
diately connected.  He  was  an  untiring  advocate  of  slack 
water  navigation  of  the  Susquehanna,  though  neither 
he  nor  any  other  advocate  of  that  project  has  ever  been 
able  to  induce  the  State  to  undertake  the  enterprise.  He 
was  also  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  extension  of  the  canal 
to  the  State  line  of  New  York,  and  furnished  many  arl-icles 
to  the  public  press  in  the  interest  of  this  work,  which  was 
finally  accomplished,  Thus,  it  will  be  seen  that,  both  as 
an  individual  and  a public  officer,  he  has  always  taken  an 
active  part  in  the  affairs  of  his  adopted  State.  He  was 
married,  in  1S31,  to  Almira  Swetland,  of  Wyoming,  Penn- 
sylvania. There  are  few  men  who  possess  more  fully  the 
entire  confidence  of  his  acquaintances,  his  chief  character- 
istics being  those  of  honesty  and  integrity,  and  a cpnscien-i 
tious  discharge  of  all  duties  entrusted  to  him.  4 Having 
acquired,  mainly  by  his  own  industry  and  perseverance,  a 
good  English  education,  he  is  versed  not  only  In  the  com- 
mon topics  of  the  day,  but  may  also  be  regarded  as  well 
read  in  history,  politics,  and  philosophy.  He  hat?  had  con-- 
ferred  upon  him,  without  solicitation  'on  l.is  part,  many 
offices  of  honor  and  trust,  and  has  invariably  administered 
them  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  his  constituents.  His  life, 
presents  a record  which  proves  conclusively -that  the  right: 
road  to  success  in  life  is  pre-eminently  that  of  unceasing; 
labor  and  undeviating  integrity. 


’AX WELL,  IION.  HENRY  D.,  Lawyer,  and 
Judge,  was  born  in  the  village  of  Flemington, 
Hunterdon  county,  New  Jersey,  December  5th, 
1S12.  1 1 is  great  grandfather,  John  Maxwell, 

was  of  Scottish  extraction,  and  emigrated  to  this 
country  from  the  north  of  Ireland,  with  his  four' 
sons  and  two  daughters,  in  1747.  Purchasing’ a fine1  tract, 
of  land  in  Greenwich  township  (now  Warren  county),  New. 
Jersey,  about  three  miles  from  Easton,  he  resumed  Ills 
business  as  a farmer.  His  eldest  son,  William,  after  com- 
ing to  this  country,  attached  himself  to  the  English  army, 
and  served  with  it  in  the  French  war;  was  with  Praddock, 
and  also  at  Quebec  when  Wolfe  fell.  At  the  breaking  out 
of  the  Revolution,  he  was  in  the  Commissary  Department 
of  the  Ih  ilish  army,  and  stationed  at  Mackinaw.  He  at 
once  resigned  his  commission,  made  his  way  on  fool 
through  the  then  wilderness  to  TreiVon,  and  tendered  his 
services  to  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New  |ersey.  Ap- 


°  £ ' 


pointed  Colonel,  and  afterwards  Drigadier-General,  his 
services  have  become  a matter  of  history.  lie  enjoyed  the 
high  esteem  and  confidence  of  General  Washington,  an  1 
was  by  him  assigned  to  many  important  commands  and 
positions.  John  Maxwell,  the  grandfather  of  Henry  1)., 
was  also  one  of  those  who  fully  met  the  claims  which  his 
country  had  upon  him.  He  joined  the  Revolutionary 
army,  and  was  raised  to  the  rank  of  Captain.  Participating 
in  numerous  battles,  he  long  lived  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  the 
independence  he  had  fought  to  win,  dying  at  Flemington 
in  1828,  aged  eighty-nine  years.  1 1 i s wife  was  a Miss  Clif- 
ford, a descendant  of  one  of  the  “Mayflower”  Pilgrims, 
anil  a lady  of  remarkable  strength  of  character.  Their 
eldest  son,  George  C.  Maxwell,  became  one  of  the  leading 
lawyers  of  New  Jersey,  and  represented  his  district  in  Con- 
gress, in  1S12.  Their  youngest  son,  William,  who  was  the 
father  of  Henry  D.,  was  a man  of  remaikable  attainments, 
acquired  under  the  tuition  of  some  of  the  most  accom- 
plished teachers  of  his  day  and  locality  ; he  graduated  with 
high  honor  at  Princeton,  in  1S04.  He  studied  law,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  l’ar  in  New  Jersey,  November  10th, 
1 80S,  and  continued  to  practise  in  Flemington  until  his 
dealhjin  1828.  Henry  I.).  Maxwell  resembles  his  father 
in  hisAhrrst  for  knowledge  and  the  avidity  with  which  he 
acquires  it.  In  his  fifteenth  year,  he  had  completed  his 
preparatory"- studies,  and  was  qualified  to  enter  Princeton 
College.  Tli© death  of  his  father  required  him  to  abandon 
his  cherished' object,  and  use  his  energies  in  aid  of  a 
widowed  mother  and  her  six  children.  At  this  early  age, 
he  commenced,' "single-handed,  the  battle  of  life.  Obtain- 
ing. the!  situation'  of  Usher  at  the  boarding-school  of  the 
Rev.  Robert  Steel,  at  Abington,  Pennsylvania,  he  there, 
-for  about  eighteen  months,  prepared  young  men,  most  of 
them  his  seniors,  for  that  college  life  which  he  was  required 
to  forego.  Returning  to  his  home  in  Flemington,  he  com- 
menced the  study  of  law  under  the  late  Nathaniel  Sexton, 
continuing  it  in  the  office  of  Thomas  A.  Hartwell,  in 
Somerville,  New  Jersey,  and  completing  his  course  under 
the  tuition  of  his  uncle,  Hon.  John  P.  I!.  Maxwell,  at  liel- 
videre,  New  Jersey.  He  was  admitted  to  the  liar,  Septem- 
ber 4th,  1S34.  His  mother,  a daughter  of  the  late  Major 
• Henry  Dusenbcrry,  a successful  merchant  of  Philadelphia 
.and  New  Hampton,  New  Jersey,  having  about  that  time 
rCm'oved  to  Easton, .Pennsylvania,  he  accompanied  her,  at 
ber  request-,- and  commenced  the  practice  of  law  in  Phillips- 
burg,  residing  with  her  in  Easton.  On  November  7th, 
1834,  be  was  admitted  to  the  Par  of  Northampton  county, 
Pennsylvania,  and  opened  his  office  in  Easton,  in  1835. 
He  was  subsequently  admitted  lo  practice  in  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Pennsylvania,  December,  1S36,  and  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  in  1841.  Shortly  after  locating 
in  Easton,  he  associated  in  partnership  with  the  Hon.  J.  M. 
Porter.  This  connection  continued  for  several  years.  In 
184s,  he  was  appointed  Deputy  Attorney-General  for 
Northampton  county,  and  again,  in  1S49,  the  same  honor 
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was  conferred  upon  him.  In  1S50,  he  was  appointed  by 
President  Taylor  Consul  to  Trieste,  in  Austria.  1 1 is 
health  having  been  impaired  by  too  close  application  to 
professional  duties,  he  accepted  the  appointment,  repaired 
to  his  post,  and  ably  performed  its  requirements  for  about 
one  year.  Resigning,  he  returned  to  his  home  and  resumed 
his  profession,  lie  continued  his  legal  practice  until  July, 
1S56,  when  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Pollock,  Presi- 
dent Judge  of  the  Third  Judicial  District  of  Pennsylvania, 
succeeding  his  brother-in-law,  lion.  Washington  McCart- 
ney, deceased.  lie  was  re-appointed  in  December,  1S56, 
and  continued  to  discharge  the  important  duties  of  his  post 
until  December  1st,  1S57.  Upon  his  retirement,  he  was 
the  recipient  of  the  highest  encomiums  from  the  press,  the 
bar,  and  the  people.  A public  entertainment  was  tendered 
him  by  all  of  his  fellow-citizens,  irrespective  of  party,  as  a 
testimonial  of  their  appreciation  of  his  high  character  as  a 
man  and  a jurist.  It  may  be  mentioned,  as  an  example  of 
his  spirit  of  self  sacrifice  at  the  call  of  duty,  that  when,  in 
1829,  the  then  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Samuel  I,.  Southard, 
forwarded  him  a warrant  as  Midshipman  in  the  Navy,  he, 
finding  his  mother  opposed  to  his  acceptance  of  it,  yielded 
to  her  wishes  and  resigned  the  tempting  offer.  In  May, 
1S30,  he  gave  his  first  vote  in  approval  of  the  principles  of 
the  Whig  party;  upon  its  dissolution,  lie  warmly  embraced 
Republicanism,  and  has  continued  unswervingly  in  that 
political  faith.  He  was  a Delegate  to  the  National  Con- 
vention at  Baltimore,  in  1S44,  when  Clay  and  Frelinghuysen 
were  nominated.  In  1S46,  he  was  a candidate  for  Congress 
in  the  district  called  the  “ Tenth  Legion  of  Democracy,” 
opposed  to  the  lion.  Richard  Brodhead,  the  nominee  of  the 
dominant  party.  In  this  contest,  he  reduced  their  usual 
majority  of  about  5000  to  1000.  In  1S53,  he  was  elected 
to  fill  a vacancy  in  the  Easton  Town  Council,  and  was  im- 
mediately made  its  1 'resident.  At  the  succeeding  spring 
election,  he  received  the  highest  vote  of  any  candidate,  and 
continued  President  of  the  Council  until  1S56,  when  he 
declined  re-election.  At  an  encampment  held  in  Easton, 
in  1S42,  General  George  Cadwalader  commanding,  he  w as 
appointed  Quartermaster-General.  The  title  “General” 
was  then  accorded  him  by  popular  consent,  until  his  subse- 
quent appointment  as  Judge,  lie  has  represented  his  party 
in  numerous  conventions,  Stale  and  national,  and  served 
frequently  on  the  State  Central  Committee.  Through  his 
instrumentality,  in  1S56,  a Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tion was  organized  in  Easton,  of  which  he  was  made  Presi- 
dent; this  position  he  still  holds.  lie  is  also  Secretary  of 
the  Eire  Insurance  Company  of  Northampton  County,  Sec- 
retary and  Director  of  Easton  Gas  Company,  member  of 
the  Board  of  Control  of  Public  Schools,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Grounds  of  Easton  Cemetery,  etc.  lie  has 
also  been,  for  years,  one  of  the  Directors  of  the  Central 
Railroad  of  New  Jersey,  a member  of  the  Historical  Society 
of  Pennsylvania,  a Vice-President  of  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Agricultural  Society,  and  President  of  the  Northampton 


County  Bar  Association.  lie  received  the  honorary  degree 
of  A.M.,  from  Jefferson  College,  Cannonsburg,  Pennsylvania, 
in  1844.  By  Governor  Curtin,  he  was  appointed,  in  1S61, 
Paymaster-General  of  the  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  with  the 
rank  of  Colonel ; with  that  celebrated  corps  he  continued 
until  they  entered  the  field  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States.  Was  again  appointed,  by  Governor  Curtin,  in  1S62, 
President  Judge  of  the  Third  Judicial  District  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of 
Judge  Findlay,  lie  married,  May  9th,  1854,  Maria  Louisa, 
daughter  of  John  Iloneyman,  a physician  of  prominence, 
of  New  Germantown,  New  Jersey.  In  the  practice  of  the 
profession  to  which  he  has  returned,  he  has  been  unusually 
successful.  Frankness  and  cordiality,  joined  with  quick 
business  habits  and  untiring  industry,  have  given  him  a 
strong  hold  on  the  confidence  of  the  community  as  a practi- 
tioner. 1 1 is  habit  of  thorough  research  and  vigor  of  intel- 
lect, have  made  him  prominent  as  a jurist.  Generous  to  a 
fault,  philanthropic  in  motive,  with  a high  moral  character 
and  popular  manners,  having  a kind  word  for  every  one, 
his  commanding  influence  in  society  is  easily  understood. 
He  is  still  active  and  energetic,  as  when  “ stumping  it”  in 
’46,  and  is  truly  one  of  the  representative,  high-minded 
men  of  the  United  States. 
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[ OSS,  1ION.  SOBIESKT,  Surveyor,  Civil  Engineer, 
and  Congressman,  was  born  at  Coudersport, 
Pennsylvania,  May  16th,  182S.  lie  is  of  Scotch 
extraction,  but  his  ancestors  long  since  emigrated 
to  this  country,  and  may  be  considered  as  among 
^ its  earliest  settlers.  Ilis  grandfather,  Thomas 
Ross,  served  with  distinction  during  the  Revolutionary 
War,  and  his  father,  David  Ross,  was  an  officer  of  the  War 
of  1S12,  anil  has  always  been  a prominent  citizen  in  the 
section  of  the  State  w here  he  resided.  The  early  education 
of  Sobieski  was  quite  thorough,  he  having  always  evinced 
a disposition  to  acquire  knowledge.  He  was  especially 
fond  of  mathematics,  and  early  excelled  in  that  branch  of 
learning.  After  having  acquired  a sufficient  elementary 
education,  he  adopted  surveying  and  civil  engineering  as  a 
profession  ; he  also  engaged  in  the  study  of  law,  but  its 
practice  not  being  congenial  to  his  tastes,  he  has  never 
attempted  or  desired  to  follow  it  as  a business.  Always 
passionately  attached  to  his  profession,  he  has  devoted  much 
time  and  study  to  the  duties  and  science  appertaining  to 
surveying  and  engineering.  He  has  been  for  several  years 
actively  engaged  in  settling  a large  tract  of  land  in  th 
northern  counties  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  Ilis  pur- 
suit as  engineer  affording  him  great  facilities  and  advan- 
tages, he  has  operated  largely  in  real  estate,  and  in  some  of 
these  operations  has  been  very  successful.  He  has  done 
much  to  develop  the  country  through  the  northern  portions 
of  the  State,  and  being  both  patriotic  and  public  spirited. 
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lias  taken  the  lead  in  many  enterprises  which  have  proved 
most  lucrative  and  advantageous.  Besides  being  engaged 
in  real  estate  operations,  he  is  largely  interested  in  mining. 
He  has  also  given  much  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  being  the  possessor  of  a fine  farm,  has  contributed 
largely  to  the  improvement  of  the  scientific  and  practical 
methods  of  cultivation.  lie  has  never  been  considered  a 
leading  politician  ; nevertheless,  being  widely  and  favorably 
known,  and  being  considered,  in  a marked  degree,  as 
reliable  and  efficient,  he  was  nominated  by  the  Republican 
party  of  the  Eighteenth  District  of  Pennsylvania,  in  1S72, 
and  elected  as  their  representative  to  the  Forty-third  Con- 
gress. Since  his  advent  into  Congress,  he  has  displayed 
fine  business  qualifications,  great  familiarity  with  the  leading 
questions  of  the  day,  and  is  considered  one  of  the  working 
members  of  that  body.  Always  alive  to  the  best  interests 
of  his  constituents,  he  is  untiring  in  his  earnest  efforts  to 
serve  them.  He  is  on  the  Committees  of  Agriculture  and 
Militia,  where  his  experience  and  learning  render  his 
services  of  importance.  He  is  in  the  prime  of  life,  and 
with  his  practical  mind  and  scientific  attainments,  his  posi- 
tion in  Congress,  as  elsewhere,  must  ever  be  in  the  front 


rank. 


ILLIKEN,  JAMES vE.)  Lawyer,  was  born 
Lewistown,  Mifflin  county,  Pennsylvania,  • July 
19th,  1S47.  He  isth'e.son  of  Samuel  Milliken,  a 
prominent  citizen  and  successful  business  man  of 
Central  Pennsylvania,  and  grandson  of  Hon. 
James  Milliken,  late  of  Lewistown,  a distinguished 
professional  man  and  officer.  He  was  educated  at  Tusca- 
rora  Academy,  Academia  county,  at  the  Pennsylvania 
Military  Academy,  at  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  and  in 
various  other  well  known  educational  establishments  of  the 
State.  Throughout  his  school  life,  he  was  noted  for  his  ap- 
plication, and  a power  of  grasping  the  principle  of  an 
abstruse  subject  which  is  possessed  by  few.  In  1S64,  he 
pursued  a course  of  legal  studies  with  Hon.  S.  S.  Blair,  of 
I Iollidaysburg,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  July  26th, 
1S6S.  In  this  town  he  engaged  in  active  practice,  and  was 
soon  busied  with  the  cares  and  responsibilities  attendant 
upon  a large  and  remunerative  clientage.  As  a criminal 
lawyer,  he  has  attained  a wide  reputation,  and  to  him  is 
assigned  the  greater  portion  of  the  criminal  cases  tried  in 
the  courts  of  his  county.  Repeatedly,  he  has  been  pitted  in 
the  legal  arena  against  many  and  veteran  antagonists  ; but 
in  almost  every  case,  the  embarrassing  net  of  his  impreg- 
nable arguments,  and  the  keen  trident  of  his  eloquent 
philippics  and  harangues,  have  entitled  him  to  the  wreath 
and  award  of  the  vietoiious  combatant.  At  an  ■ uly  date, 
he  participated  actively  in  the  prevalent  politics  of  his  time, 
and,  before  he  had  attained  his  majority,  was  a Delegate  to 
the  Republican  County  Convention.  In  every  political 
campaign,  he  has  been  a prominent  mover;  he,  at  the 


present  time,  is  President  of  the  Allegheny  Hook  and  Lad- 
der Company.  He  is  a man  of  considerable  literary  ability  ; 
a fluent  writer;  and  a ready,  pleasing,  and  effective  speaker. 
He  is  also  Captain  of  the  Juniata  Riflemen,  belonging  to 
the  5th  Regiment,  Fifth  Division,  National  Guards  of  Penn- 
sylvania; and  during  many  past  years,  has  taken  a leading 
part  in  all  public  affairs. 


SL 

.ARK,  JOHN  M.,  Brevet  Major,  LTnited  States 
Army,  Treasurer  of  Blair  county,  Pennsylvania, 
was  born  in  Delaware  county,  Pennsylvania, 
February  6th,  1839.  1 1 is  parents,  Robert  and 

Mary  Clark,  were  born  in  America.  He  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Delaware 
county,  where  he  manifested  unusual  insight  and  perseve- 
rance. Soon  after  abandoning  school  life,  and  when  in  his 
seventeenth  year,  he  entered  the  service  of  the  United 
States  Army,  and  served  as  a private  under  General  Scott 
in  the  Mexican  War — in  Company  I,  Second  Dragoons. 
In  September,  1848,  he  married  and  moved  to  Altoona, 
Blair  epunty,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  connected  himself 
with  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company,  in  whose  employ 
he  remained  until  1S61.  He  then  entered  the  United 
Slates’service  with  the  commission  of  Captain,  and  during 
three  years,  served  as  a faithful  officer  in  defence  of  the 
Government  and  the  Union.  At  the  close  of  the  Rebellion, 
he  was  commissioned  as  Brevet  Major  for  gallantry  shown 
repeatedly  during  the  war.  In  1S65,  he  was  appointed 
Police  officer  for  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company,  in 
Altoona,  Pennsylvania.  In  this  position  he  has  served  up 
to  the  present  time.  In  1868,  he  was  elected  Treasurer  of 
Blair  county,  and  in  this  capacity  has  ever  held  himself 
upright  and  free  from  reproach  or  suspicion.  He  is  noted 
for  his  ability,  his  shrewdness,  and  his  gentlemanly 
demeanor  at  all  times  and  under  all  circumstances. 


* 

«TRANG,  IION.  BUTLER  B.,  Lawyer,  Senator, 
and  Speaker  of  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania,  son  of 
the  Rev.  Francis  Strang,  a prominent  minister  of 
the  Methodist  Church,  was  born  in  Steuben  county, 
New  York,  March  6th,  1S29.  His  family  remov- 
ing to  Pennsylvania  in  the  year  1839,  he  was 
enabled  to  enjoy  the  advantages  of  the  classical  and  mathe- 
matical academies  of  this  State.  After  completing  his  pre- 
liminary education,  at  the  age  of  twenty  he  commenced  the 
study  of  law,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Tioga  county, 
Pennsylvania,  when  twenty-two  years  of  age.  Entering 
with  the  zeal  and  activity  of  youth  on  the  prosecution  of  his 
profession,  he  at  the  same  lime  exhibited  a lively  interest  in 
political  questions,  and  soon  became  a recognized  leader  in 
the  Republican  party  of  his  section,  and  was  early  in  life 
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honored  by  election  to  the  office  of  District  Attorney  of 
Tioga  county.  In  the  fall  of  1S60,  he  was  elected  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  served  two  years;  again,  in 
the  fall  of  1S67,  he  was  chosen  Representative  of  his  | 
county,  and  for  the  four  years  following  ably  served  his 
constituents  in  the  lower  House.  So  satisfactory  was  his 
record  as  a public  official  during  these  years  l hat,  in  1872, 
he  was  elevated  by  his  fellow  citizens  to  the  Senate  of  the 
State,  and  to  the  Speakership  of  that  body  he  was  elected, 
in  1S74.  During  the  unfortunate  Civil  War,  his  influence 
and  best  efforts  were  devoted  to  the  preservation  of  the 
Union,  and  his  means  were  freely  contributed  for  its  per- 
petuation. Deeply  interested  in  every  portion  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  he  is  particularly  zealous  in  advancing  the 
welfare  and  developing  the  resources  of  the  section  which 
he  represents.  In  the  organization  and  construction  of  the 
Jersey  Shore  & Pine  Creek  Railroad,  he  was  the  chief  in-  ^ 
strument  of  success  ; to  insure  the  completion  thereof,  he 
consented,  contrary  to  his  personal  inclinations,  to  enter  the 
Legislature  for  the  second  time.  During  the  last  two  or 
three  years,  he  has  been  unremitting  in  his  efforts  to  accom- 
plish, for  the  benefit  of  his  county,  as  well  as  the  State  at 
large,  the  construction  of  a branch  of  the  Ilonellville  & 
State  Line  Railroad  (from  that  point  to  New  York),  to 
connect  directly  with  the  great  coal  fields  of  Tioga  county. 
Of  this  branch  road  he  is  the  projector  as  well  as  the  Presi- 
dent. Fully  alive  to  the  necessity  for  such  means  of 
transportation,  he  has  steadfastly  persisted  in  urging  and 
assisting  its  construction  until  success  has,  at  last,  crowned 
his  efforts;  the  line  will  be  completed  during  the  coming 
season.  He  was  the  first  to  recognize  this  outlet  as  the 
natural  channel,  to  the  great  markets,  of  the  coal  and  pine 
lumber  trade  of  Tioga  county.  The  want  of  railroad  com- 
munication to  leading  points  having  previously  compelled 
the  traffic  from  that  county  to  pass  across  the  border  to 
New  York  State,  was  a great  drawback  upon  the  advance- 
ment and  prosperity  of  that  region.  In  the  prosecution  of 
this  project  to  successful  completion,  he  encountered  many 
discouraging  rebuffs  and  disheartening  circumstances. 
While  §120,000,000  had  been  appropriated  by  Legislative 
enactment  for  the  benefit  of  other  sections  of  the  State,  the 
veto  of  Governor  Geary  prevented  him  from  obtaining  the 
§4,000,000  which,  through  his  influence,  had  been  appro- 
priated for  the  internal  improvement  of  the  locality  repre- 
sented by  him.  Nothing  daunted  by  this  unexpected  blow 
from  the  Executive,  he  at  once  proceeded  to  enlist,  in 
behalf  of  his  great  practical  work,  the  aid  of  private  capital, 
and  to-day  he  enjoys  the  proud  satisfaction  of  contemplat- 
ing his  perfected  enterprise  and  its  beneficial  results — the 
greatly  increased  and  abiding  prosperity  and  wealth  of  his 
country  and  its  inhabitants.  He  was  married,  in  early  life, 
to  the  daughter  of  Charles  T.  Douglas,  of  Tioga,  thereby 
still  more  fully  identifying  himself  with  the  home  of  his 
adoption,  where  he  is  respected  as  a model  citizen.  As  a 
legislator  and  an  able,  upright  lawyer,  he  stands  pre- 


eminent. Though  quiet  and  unassuming  in  manner,  as  a 
presiding  officer  he  exhibits  the  dignity  and  decision  which 
ever  command  respect  from  opponents  as  well  as  from 
friends,  while  his  knowledge  of  parliamentary  law  renders 
him  peculiarly  acceptable  as  President  of  a legislative  body. 


r^OESER,  HENRY,  Architect  and  Civil  Engineer, 
was  born  in  llesse-Darmstadt,  Germany,  May  3d, 
1821.  His  father  was  a wealthy  mill-owner  and 
afforded  him  every  means  for  the  acquirement  of 
a thorough  education,  and  he  finally  graduated, 
one  of  the  first  pupils,  at  the  Polytechnic  School 
of  llesse-Darmstadt,  when  only  seventeen  years  of  age. 
He  then  entered  into  business  as  a mechanical  and  archi- 
tectural draftsman,  and  was  connected  with  large  works  in 
his  native  country,  and,  for  a number  of  years,  was  a promi- 
nent member  of  the  Industrial  Society.  For  about  two 
years  he  was  engaged  as  constructing  engineer  to  the  Main 
Neckar  Railroad.  In  1849,  he  emigrated  to  the  United 
States,  and,  after  remaining  for  one  year  with  his  brother, 
in  Union  county,  chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  perfecting  him- 
self in  the  English  language,  he  removed  to  Pittsburgh  and 
commenced  business  as  an  architect  and  civil  engineer. 
He  is  the  inventor  and  patentee  of  a printing  press,  and 
also  of  an  apparatus  for  printing  directions  on  newspapers. 
In  1852,  he  associated  in  partnership  with  John  N.  Barr, 
and  they  continued  business  as  architects,  and  numerous 
public  school  buildings,  the  Allegheny  County  Work-house 
and  Allegheny  City  Poor-house,  several  churches,  and  a 
large  number  of  private  dwellings  attest  their  taste  and 
skill.  In  1865,  Mr.  Moeser  was  appointed  Consul  fur 
western  Pennsylvania  and  West  Virginia  by  the  govern- 
ment of  Hesse- Darmstadt,  and,  in  July,  1871,  the  German 
Empire  renewed  the  appointment.  A man  of  great  pub- 
lic spirit  and  estimable  character,  he  is  an  energetic  pro- 
moter and  generous  supporter  of  all  schemes  calculated  to 
advance  the  material  and  moral  prosperity  of  the  commu- 
nity of  which  he  has  been  so  long  a member.  He  was 
married,  in  1852,  to  Augusta,  daughter  of  A.  Michaels,  of 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania. 


AY,  IION.  MALCOLM,  Lawyer,  was  born  in 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  March  1st,  1842. 
1 1 is  preliminary  education  he  attained  in  the 
Preparatory  Department  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  under  the  tuition  of  the  eminent 
Dr.  Samuel  Crawford.  After  pursuing  various 
courses  of  studies  in  various  schools  and  academies,  he 
journeyed  westward,  in  his  seventeenth  year,  and  settled 
finally  in  Missouri.  Her.-  he  engaged  in  mercantile  pur- 
suits, continuing  in  them,  however,  but  for  a short  time. 
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Three  years  later,  lie  returned  to  Trenton,  New  Jersey, 
where  he  studied  law  under  the  tutorship  of  Chief  Justice 
Mercer  Beasley,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  February 
2 2d,  1S65.  Removing  to  Pittsburgh,  he  engaged  in  active 
practice,  and  has  since  secured  an  extensive  and  honorable 
clientage.  lie  has  been  an  active  member  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  an  influential  member  of  several  political 
conventions,  where  hi  1 acumen,  ability,  and  inflexible  de- 
termination have  won  high  praise  and  esteem.  lie  has 
always  been  a prime  mover  in  every  important  measure,  or 
action,  concerning  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  and 
in  many  church  bodies  and  associations  has  worked  to 
render  himself  useful  in  any  and  every  manner.  lie  is 
President  of  the  Mercantile  Library  of  Pittsburgh.  In 
1872,  he  was  elected  a member  of  the  Convention  to 
Amend  the  Constitution  of  Pennsylvania,  and  sat  with  it 
through  its  sessions,  extending  to  November  3d,  1S73. 
He  was  also  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Accounts  and 
Expenditures  of  the  Convention,  and  on  Militia,  lie  is 
an  able  and  very  promising  lawyer,  and  is  far  from  seeking 
or  aspiring  to  political  honors.  He  is  Trustee  of  the  Dollar 
Savings  Bank,  an  officer  of  various  important  local  com- 
panies, and  the  solicitor  of  various  corporate  bodies.  Peter 
Hay,  of  Philadelphia,  was  his  grandsire. 
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NATHAN  D.,  Lawyer,  and  Justice  of 
born  in  Washington  county, 
ily  31st,  1 S 1 5 . The  major  por- 
lion  of  his  education  he  received  at  Washington 
4r"xj?  College,  Pennsylvania.  1 1 is  father  was  a well- 
known  and  worthy  Virginian,  and  was  one 
of  the  earliest  settlers  in  the  county  where  Jonathan  first 
saw  the  light,  llis  brother,  Hon.  Isaac  Lect,  was  elected 
a member  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Congress,  and,  by  his 
ability  and  energy,  secured  the  admiration  of  all  parties. 
Under  the  administration  of  Polk,  Jonathan  was  the  first 
Postmaster  appointed  in  Washington  county,  Pennsylvania. 
After  the  expiration  of  his  commission  as  Postmaster,  he 
was  elected  to  the  Legislature,  and  served  creditably  dur- 
ing the  sessions  of  1 850—’ 5 1 . In  1S52,  he  was  appointed  to 
supervise  certain  State  improvements  at  1 Iollidaysburg, 
whither  he  removed  in  the  same  year.  The  onerous  duties 
of  this  position  he  fulfilled  admirably  until  1S55,  when 
other  affairs  called  him  into  other  fields.  Since  this  period, 
he  has  been  noted  as  a prominent  and  influential  member 
of  the  bar;  has  served  as  a Town  Councilman;  has,  during 
seventeen  years,  been  an  indefatigable  Director  of  Schools; 
and,  in  1S65,  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  a post  for 
which  he  was  again  chosen,  in  1870.  At  the  present  time, 
he  is  Secretary  of  the  School  Board,  and  a legal  practi- 
tioner in  whom  is  placed  great  trust  and  reliance  by  his 
friends  and  townsmen.  During  1 843-’44-’45,  he  was  ap- 
pointed Major  of  a battalion  in  Washington  county,  Penn 


sylvania;  and,  during  the  late  war,  his  sons  distinguished 
themselves  by  their  loyalty  and  courage,  he  commanding 
meanwhile  in  1 Iollidaysburg,  Pennsylvania,  in  order  to 
protect  the  town.  In  1S41,  he  was  married  to  Mary  A. 
Callahan,  daughter  of  Captain  Daniel  Callahan,  of  Wash- 
ington county,  Pennsylvania,  a descendant  of  a family 
noted  for  patriotism.  In  1S52,  he  was  married  a second 
time,  to  Mary  J.  Sanders,  daughter  of  Major  Jacob  San- 
ders, of  Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania. 


LARKE,  ROBe-R  T DUNLAP,  Major,  and  Pay- 
master United  States  Army,  was  born  at  Browns- 
ville, Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania,  April  29th, 
1S16.  His  father,  Robert  Clarke,  who  settled  in 
Fa  , ette  county,  in  the  beginning  of  the  century, 
had  been  for  many  years  previously  engaged  at 
Washington,  Pennsylvania,  in  partnership  with  Neil  Gil- 
lespie, the  grandfather  of  Hon.  James  G.  Blaine,  of  Maine, 
in  manufacturing  and  forwarding  flour  to  Pittsburgh,  for 
shipment  to  New  Orleans,  lie  was  also  a Captain  in  the 
Pennsylvania  militia  during  the  celebrated  “ Whiskey  In- 
surrection.” Robert  is  one  of  ten  children.  His  brother, 
General  Henry  T.  Clarke,  is  Assistant  Commissary  General 
of  the  Army.  When  fourteen  years  of  age,  he  entered 
Kenyon  College,  near  Mount  Vernon,  Ohio,  where,  among 
others,  he  studied  with  Professor  Torshey  of  Louisiana, 
lion.  John  L.  Dawson  of  Pennsylvania,  Henry  Winter 
Davis  of  Maryland,  and  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  the  latter 
being  his  room-mate,  and  with  whom  he  formed  a friend- 
ship that  proved  life-long.  Close  application  to  his  studies 
beginning  to  tell  upon  his  health,  he  was  obliged,  at  the 
expiration  of  three  years,  to  leave  Kenyon  ; after  a season 
of  rest,  he  entered  Jefferson  College,  Cannonsburg,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  graduated  from  that  institution  with  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  subsequently  receiving  that  of 
Master  of  Arts.  For  the  year  following,  he  W'as  engaged 
as  Professor  of  Ancient  Languages  at  Madison  College, 
and  then  entering  the  office  of  John  Dawson,  of  Union- 
town,  Pennsylvania,  he  pursued  the  study  of  law  until  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  that  place,  in  1841.  lie  then 
formed  a law  partnership  with  his  preceptor,  and  this  con- 
nection continued  until  1S4S,  during  which  time  he  was 
admitted  to  practice  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania 
and  the  United  States  District  and  Circuit  Courts.  In 
1848,  he  removed  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  he  remained 
practising  his  profession  until  1851,  when  he  emigrated  to 
Kenosha,  Wisconsin.  Here  he  paid  no  attention  to  the 
law,  being  deeply  interested  in  real  estate  operations  and 
in  developing  the  copper-bearing  regions  bordering  on 
Lake  Superior;  he  published  an  interesting  paper  on  this 
subject  in  Harper's  Monthly.  In  1853,  during  Pierce’s 
administration,  he  was  appointed  to  a clerkship  in  the 
United  States  Treasury  Department,  and  removed  to 
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Washington,  where  he  remained  in  various  clerical  capaci- 
ties in  the  Treasury,  the  Pension  Bureau,  and  Patent  Office 
until  1 86 1.  In  this  year  he  was  Principal  Examiner  in  the 
Patent  Office,  and  had  charge  of  the  department  of  patents 
relating  to  land  carriages,  and  calorifics,  discharging  the 
onerous  and  exacting  duties  of  the  position  with  distin- 
guished zeal,  ability,  and  fidelity.  Originally  a Whig 
in  politics,  he  had  later  identified  himself  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  but  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  he 
became  a Republican.  In  1S63,  he  was  tendered  by 
Edwin  M.  Stanton,  his  former  college-mate,  the  appoint- 
ment of  Additional  Paymaster  of  Volunteers  with  the  rank 
of  Major  of  Cavalry.  Accepting  the  commission,  he  was 
assigned  to  duty  in  Washington,  where  he  remained  until 
September,  1865,  when  he  was  ordered  to  New  Orleans;  in 
December  following,  he  was  assigned  to  duty  as  Post  Pay- 
master at  Galveston,  Texas.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he 
was  brevetted  Lieutenant-Colonel  -of  Volunteers,  for  faith- 
ful and  meritorious  services.  In  December,  1S66,  he  was 
ordered  to  Washington,  and  on  January  171I1,  1S67,  was 
nominated  and  confirmed  by  the  Senate  as  Major  and  Pay- 
master, United  States  Army;  he  was  detailed  for  duty  in 
the  Bureau  of  Bounties  and  Back  Pay  due  Volunteers, 
known  as  the  Bureau  of  Preferred  Claims.  In  March, 
1867,  he  was  ordered  to  Omaha,  Nebraska,  and  was  em- 
ployed in  paying  the  troops  serving  in  the  Department  of 
the  Platte.  While  in  this  department,  and  upon  duty  near 
Fort  Reno,  Wyoming  Territory,  he  participated  in  an  en- 
gagement of  over  two  hours’  duration,  between  his  escort 
and  a band  of  Sioux  Indians.  In  August,  1S72,  he  was 
again  ordered  to  Washington  as  Post- Paymaster,  and  has 
been  stationed  there  since  that  date.  lie  was  married  in 
1S47,  to  a daughter  of  Alpheus  Wilson,  at  Morgantown, 
West  Virginia.  Mrs.  Clarke  is  a granddaughter  of  lion. 
Thomas  Wilson,  a Representative  in  Congress  fron  Penn- 
sylvania during  Madison’s  administration.  A sister  of  Mrs. 
Clarke  married  lion.  John  R.  Ewing,  some  time  Congress- 
man from  Pennsylvania;  her  uncle,  I Ion.  Edgar  Wilson, 
and  her  cousin,  lion.  Eugene  Wilson,  also  served  in  Con- 
gress. A sister  of  Colonel  Clarke  married  lion.  Ilenry  W. 
Beeson,  and  another,  Hon.  John  I..  Dawson,  both  of 
whom  represented  Pennsylvania  Districts  in  Congress; 
a brother,  G.  W.  Clarke,  be  came  an  extensive  operator 
in  real  estate,  and  for  him  were  named  “ Clarke’s  Point,” 
in  South  Chicago,  and  “ Clarke’s  Station,”  on  the  Pitts- 
burgh, Fort  Wayne  & Chicago  Railroad.  He  has  three 
children,  a son,  Colonel  A.  E.  Clarke,  who  w as  a Com 
missary  of  Subsistence  during  the  late  war,  and  two 
daughters.  His  tastes  are  of  a decidedly  literary  character, 
and  he  delights  to  refresh  himself  by  communion  with 
the  best  classical  authors.  He  is*  a finished  linguist, 
speaking  and  writing  the  French,  German,  Spanish,  and 
Italian  languages,  with  each  of  which,  as  well  as  with 
Greek  and  Latin,  lie  is  as  familiar  as  with  his  mother 
tongue. 
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„ S^WARR,  HIRAM  B.,  Lawyer,  was  born  in  London- 
derry  township,  Lebanon  county,  Pennsylvania, 
March  9th,  1821.  His  father,  Jacob  Swung  was 
a prominent  manufacturer  of  Lebanon  county, 
gyCp  and  a very  able  business  man.  lie  was  also 
^ President  of  the  Downingtown  and  Harrisburg 
Turnpike  Company  at  the  time  of  the  construction  of  this 
road;  and  but  fur  his  early  decease,  which  occurred  in  his 
thirty-seventh  year,  he  would  undoubtedly  have  attained 
high  position  and  renown.  His  mother,  who  is  still  living, 
is  a member  of  the  well-known  Belm  family,  of  Lancaster, 
and,  as  the  names  indicate,  he  is  on  both  sides  of  the  family, 
of  German  descent.'  llis  paternal  ancestors  came  to  tins 
country  with  the  Huguenots,  from  the  province  of  Straus- 
burg;  his  maternal  ancestors  also  were  among  the  earliest 
settlers  in  this  thriving  region.  After  leaving  the  common 
schools  of  the  county,  Hiram  was  further  educated  at  Leba- 
non Academy,  also  at  Beck’s  Academy,  near  Liliz,  in  the 
School  House  Lane  Academy,  at  Germantown,  and  finally 
pursued  a course  of  studies  in  the  Abbeville  Institute, situated 
near  Lancaster.  When  in  his  sixteenth  year,  he  entered  the 
commission  house  of  Day  & Gerrish,  in  Philadelphia,  and 
subsequently  became  a member  of  the  firm.  Finding  that 
his  tastes  inclined  him  to  prefer  a professional  life  to  mer- 
cantile pursuits,  he  disposed  of  his  interest  in  the  business, 
and,  January  1st,  1845,  entered  the  law  office  of  George  W. 
& Levi  Kline,  the  principal  legal  firm  of  Lebanon  county, 
lie  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  April  1st,  1S47,  and,  removing 
to  Lancaster,  began  immediately  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion. Being  a man  of  an  active  and  energetic  temperament, 
and  identifying  himself  with  the  Democratic  party,  he  became 
one  of  the  foremost  political  workers  of  the  county.  For 
upward  of  twelve  years,  he  retained  the  position  of  Chair- 
man of  the  Democratic  County  Committee.  In  1S56,  he 
was  appointed  by  President  Pierce,  Postmaster  of  Lancaster 
county;  in  1857,  was  re-appointed  to  the  same  position  by 
President  Buchanan,  and  continued  to  fulfil  its  duties  until 
the  spring  of  1S61.  He  was  also  a Delegate  from  his  Con- 
gressional District  to  the  National  Democratic  Convention 
in  Cincinnati,  in  1S56,  which  nominated  James  Buchanan 
for  the  Presidency;  also  to  the  National  Democratic  Con- 
vention which  met  at  Charleston.  In  1S6S,  he  was  the 
Democratic  candidate  for  Congress  from  his  district;  and 
such  was  his  personal  popularity  in  his  county,  that  he 
received  several  hundred  votes  -more  than  the  “ ticket,” 
although  the  ascendancy  of  the  Republican  party  prevented 
his  election.  In  1 072,  he  was  a member  of  the  Electoral 
College,  and  during  ten  years  was  an  honored  member  of 
the  Lancaster  School  Board.  Although  so  busily  engaged 
in  the  political  arena,  he  has  never  ceased  to  devote  to  his 
profession  the  major  portion  of  bis  time  and  unremitting  at- 
tention, and  lias  been  engaged  repeatedly  on  many  cases 
of  much  local  interest  and  vital  importance.  Throughout 
the  life  of  that  statesman,  he  was  one  of  the  most  admired 
and  most  trusted  friends  of  James  Buchanan,  who  placed 
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implicit  reliance  on  his  sagacity  and  honor;  by  him  he  was 
appointed  his  solicitor,  while  for  several  years  previous  to 
the  death  of  Mi;.  Buchanan,  he  was  entrusted  with  the 
entire  management  of  his  general  affairs  and  his  investments, 
lie  was  also  named  as  this  gentleman’s  resident  executor. 
During  the  late  war,  he  was  Secretary  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  organized  by  the  citizens  of  Lancaster,  of  which  Dr. 
J.  L.  Atlee  was  chairman,  and  in  this  position  he  gleaned 
fresh  laurels  for  his  untiring  promptitude  upon  all  occasions, 
his  affability,  and  his  marked  exactitude  and  accuracy.  In 
December,  1S47,  he  was  married  to  a daughter  of  Simon 
Toby,  for  many  years  President  of  the  Insurance  Company 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  lie  has  three  children  living  ; 
one  son  and  two  daughters.  1 1 is  son  is  connected  with  the 
Pennsylvania  Central  Railroad,  and  one  of  his  daughters 
is  married  to  the  Rev.  Ellis  N.  lvremer,  of  Bedford, 
Pennsylvania. 


’AUNDERS,  WILLIAM,  Superintendent  of  the 
Experimental  Gardens  at  Washington,  District 
of  Columbia,  and  father  of  the  Order  of  Patrons 
of  Husbandry,  was  horn  at  St.  Andrews,  Fifeshire, 
Scotland,  in  December,  1822,  and  received  his 
education  in  one  of  the  well-known  institutions 
of  that  city  of  universities.  While  in  his  sixteenth  year,  he 
was  articled  as  an  apprentice  to  a capable  and  efficient 
horticulturist,  and  early  became  an  ardent  gardener.  In  1848, 
he  left  England  for  this  country,  making  his  home  first  in 
New  York,  afterward  in  Maryland,  and  subsequently  in 
Germantown,  Pennsylvania.  Shortly  after  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg,  he  was  appointed  to  lay  out  and  arrange  the 
Soldier’s  National  Cemetery  at  that  place,  and  this  commis- 
sion he  effected  in  a highly  creditable  manner.  When  the 
organization  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  at  Washing- 
ton, was  completed,  he  undertook,  temporarily,  the  entire 
superintendence  of  the  gardens  of  this  department.  In  that 
trust  he  evinced  such  energy  and  ability,  that  in  the  autumn 
of  1S62,  he  received  a permanent  appointment  as  Superin- 
tendent, a position  which  he  has  held  to  the  present  time. 
He  has  also  devoted  considerable  time  and  attention  to 
literary  pursuits,  and  in  1850,  was  a contributor  to  Ilovey's 
Miiyazine.  In  this  magazine,  he  published  an  article  illus- 
trating the  principles  governing  plant-growth  in  propagating 
from  cuttings  ; that  of  keeping  the  bottoms  of  the  cuttings 
from  thirty  to  forty  degrees  Fahrenheit  warmer  than  the 
buds  exposed  above  the  surface,  in  this  manner  exciting  the 
root  forming  process,  while  hud-growth  was  retarded.  This 
essay  was  widely  copied  in  European  horticultural  journals. 
For  several  years  he  edited  the  Farmer  and  Gardener,  of 
Philadelphia,  and  fulfilled  the  numerous  duties  of  its  editor 
in  the  most  satisfactory  manner.  He  was  the  writer  of  the 
Preamble  to  the  Constitution  of  the  National  Grange,  and 
forcibly  enunciated  the  principles  upon  which  the  organiza- 
tion is  based. 


I^OWNSEND,  WASHINGTON,  Lawyer  and  Con- 
gressman, was  born  in  Westchester,  Pennsyl- 
vania, January  20th,  1813.  He  received  a 
thorough  academic  education,  and  in  1832  ac- 
cepted a position  as  Teller  in  the  Bank  of  Chester 
County.  While  employed  in  that  capacity,  he 
also  studied  law  under  the  direction  of  William  Darlington, 
of  Westchester,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1844, 
when  he  commenced  practice.  lie  served  as  Deputy 
Attorney-General  under  the  administration  of  Attorneys- 
General  Darragh  and  Cooper.  In  1S49,  was  elected 
Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Chester  County,  and  filled  that' 
office  with  great  acceptability  and  efficiency  until  1S57, 
when  he  resigned  and  resumed  the  practice  of  the  law',  in 
which  he  has  since  continued.  He  was  a Delegate  to  the 
National  Whig  Convention  at  Baltimore,  in  1852,  and  to 
the  National  Republican  Convention  at  Chicago,  in  i860. 
In  1868,  he  received  the  Republican  nomination  for  the 
Forty-first  Congress,  in  the  Seventh  District,  and,  having 
been  elected,  served  with  such  zeal  and  ability  that  he  has 
been  successively  returned  to  the  Forty-second  and  Forty- 
third  Congresses  by  large  and  overwhelming  majorities.  I11 
addition  to  his  general  activity  in  all  the  leading  measures 
in  Congress,  he  is  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  and  a member  of  the  Committee  on  Freedmen’s 
Affairs.  In  the  Forty-first  and  Forty-second  Congresses,  he 
was  also  a member  of  the  Committee  on  Education.  He 
has  taken  a most  active  part  in  the  improvement  of  the 
Homestead  Law. 


II.ER,  GEORGE,  Miner  and  Engineer,  w'as  born 
in  Somersetshire,  England,  August  5th,  1821. 
He  w'as  one  of  a family  of  ten,  w hose  parents 
were  George  and  Ann  Filer,  of  the  same  town. 
1 1 is  father  dying  while  George  was  very  young, 
the  lad  was  enabled  to  acquire  hut  a slender 
share  of  education.  In  1846,  he  came  to  the  United  States, 
and  having  been  engaged  in  coal  mining  in  his  native 
country,  he  entered  into  the  same  business  on  his  arrival 
here,  obtaining  employment  in  the  Schuylkill  coal  regions. 
A year  later,  he  removed  to  Tuscarora,  and  was  employed 
in  the  mines  of  the  Reading  Railroad  Company  at  that 
place.  At  the  expiration  of  tw'o  years  and  more,  he  settled 
in  Scranton,  and  in  1S49,  engaged  with  the  Pennsylvania 
Coal  Company,  at  that  time  the  largest  coal  operators  in  the 
Lackawanna  valley.  His  position  with  this  company 
entailed  upon  him  duties  that  were  onerous  and  important — 
consisting  chiefly  in  the  sinking  of  shafts,  the  driving  of 
tunnels,  and  in  the  general  development  of  the  mines.  In 
1S54,  he  left  the  employ  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Company, 
and,  leasing  from  S.  Spencer  and  others  some  coal  lands, 
began  to  mine  for  himself,  a pursuit  in  w hich  lie  was  highly 
successful.  1 1 is  lease  expiring  in  1862,  he  renewed  it  and 
associated  with  him  J.  R.  Davis  and  J.  F.  Hunt;  this 
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partnership  continued  until  1S67,  when  he  sold  out  his  in- 
terest in  the  mine — known  as  the  “ Roaring  Brook  Mine.” 
liis  next  essay  was  at  Green  Ridge,  where  lie  operated  for 
more  than  five  years  the  “ Oak  Hill  Colliery ; ” and,  in  1S70, 
he  also  sunk  a shaft  at  Carbon  llill,  a colliery  which,  in 
July,  1872,  was  sold  to  the  Erie  Railroad  Company.  In 
1871,110  superintended  the  building  of  the  Spring  Brook 
Colliery,  now  owned  also  by  the  Erie  Railroad  Company, 
and  known  as  the  “ Moosic  Colliery.”  In  the  fall  of  1873, 
he  opened  in  Blakely  township,  about  eight  miles  from 
Scranton,  one  of  the  largest  collieries  in  this  section  of  the 
State;  this  he  is  now  operating;  it  is  known  as  the  “ Win- 
ton  Colliery,”  and  is  considered  the  largest  “breaker”  in 
this  region;  its  capacity  is  200,000  tons  per  annum.  In 
connection  with  the  Winton  Mine,  he  has  constructed  and 
is  at  present  completing  another  enterprise,  to  be  called  the 
“ Filer  Mine.”  From  these  two  last-named  collieries  he 
and  his  partner,  Thomas  Levey,  have  contracts  to  deliver 
300,000  tons  per  annum,  with  rights  and  privileges  cn  ad- 
joining tracts  which  enable  them  to  increase  the  volume  to 
a half  million  within  the  next  five  years.  As  a developer 
of  coal  lands,  he  has  no  superiors  and  few  equals  ; his  un- 
equaled judgment,  displayed  so  often  in  locating  happily 
numerous  veins  of  coal,  has  won  him  unbounded  admiration 
and  esteem ; while  his  advice  and  services  are  anxiously 
sought  after  by  parties  developing  land  in  Ibis  section  of 
our  State.  Repeatedly,  when  various  mining  enterprises 
have  been  abandoned  as  hopelessly  unprofitable,  he  has 
turned  his  attention  to  them,  and  in  many  cases  has  trans- 
formed apparently  profitless  mines  into  the  most  productive 
collieries  in  the  county.  In  fact,  the  greater  portion  of  the 
developments  mentioned  herein,  and  attributed  to  him,  are 
on  tracts  which  had  been  abandoned  by  others  as  worthless; 
and  throughout  the  county  there  are  many  operators  who 
are  greatly  indebted  to  his  benevolent  shrewdness  in  assist- 
ing them  in  the  hour  of  need,  in  directing  them  where  to 
strike  their  veins,  and  in  proffering  useful  and  valuable 
counsel.  Forty-five  years  of  his  life  have  been  spent  in 
mining,  and  during  this  time  his  wisdom,  energy  and  per- 
severance have  benefited  in  an  incalculable  degree  his 
adopted  State  and  country.  In  1S44,  he  was  married  to 
Martha  Alsby,  of  England. 


| E VAN,  JOHN  P.,  Master  Mechanic,  was  born 
(1  in  Lebanon  county,  Pennsylvania,  November 
'S  17th,  1S34.  1 1 is  ancestors  emigrated  to  this 

country  in  1699,  and  consisted  of  three  brothers, 
who  being  embroiled  politically  with  the  Hugue- 
nots, and  French  Huguenots  themselves,  came 
to  the  United  States  to  seek  safety,  tranquillity  and  fortune. 
II  is  father,  John  Le  \ an,  was  born  in  Rut/town,  Berks 
county;  his  mother,  Johan  Stonsh,  was  the  daughter  of 
worthy  parents,  and  was  born  in  Lebanon  county.  He 
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himself  was  through  humble  circumstances  debarred  from 
the  educational  privileges  in  these  days  accorded  to  all  so 
freely  and  fully.  His  father  being  a stationary  engineer 
receiving  but  a meagre  salary,  he  was  at  an  early  date  com- 
pelled to  take  part  in  the  struggle  for  life.  During  nine 
months,  however,  he  was  a constant  attendant  at  a free 
school;  and  for  two  years  was  a pupil  in  a night-school 
situated  near  his  home.  When  but  ten  years  of  age,  he 
was  engaged  in  bottling  root  beer  and  setting  up  nine  pins, 
and  while  busied  with  these  humble  occupations  managed 
to  sat  e a trilling  sum  of  money.  Three  years  later,  he  was 
hired  to  work  in  a brick  yard  near  Harrisburg,  where  he 
remained  until  he  had  attained  his  seventeenth  year.  He 
was  then  indentured  as  an  apprentice  to  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad  Company  to  learn  ear-building  in  the  works  at 
Altoona,  Pennsylvania.  And  it  is  noteworthy  that  he  was 
the  first  boy  taken  as  an  apprentice  by  this  company.  After 
serving  in  this  capacity  for  six  years  he  was  employed  as  a 
journeyman,  when  his  remarkable  mechanical  ability,  his 
industry,  and  his  reliability  procured  him  rapid  advance- 
ment. At  the  present  time,  be  is  general  foreman  of  the 
Car  Department  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company  at 
Altoona.  It  was  not  until  he  attained  his  majority  that  he 
applied  himself  to  study  with  any  earnestness  or  persistence  ; 
when,  by  diligent  perseverance  and  commendable  industry, 
he  rapidly  acquired  a general  knowledge  of  those  things 
most  useful  to  mechanics  and  artisans.  In  18G4,  he  was 
drafted  to  serve  three  years  in  the  United  States  Army  ; 
but  bis  employers,  who  valued  him  highly  as  a capable  and 
efficient  workman,  held  a consultation,  and  freed  him  by 
paying  the  “redemption.”  In  1S57,  he  was  married  to 
Isabella,  daughter  of  Joshua  and  Christiana  Reifsneider, 
who  were  among  the  first  settlers  in  Altoona,  and  whose 
household  effects  were  conveyed  thither  over  the  canal. 
In  appearance,  he  exhibits  the  trails  of  a thoughtful  and 
earnest  character,  and  is  modest  and  courteous  in  his  mien 
and  actions.  He  has  never  participated  in  the  political  dis- 
putes and  movements  of  his  time,  and  is  known  as  a quiet 
and  moral  citizen.  When  but  nine  years  of  age,  his  career 
was  very  nearly  cut  short  by  an  accident  that  precipitated 
him  into  a deep  canal  ; from  this  perilous  situation  he  was 
rescued  only  after  great  exertion. 


PEER,  1ION.  ROBERT  MILTON,  Lawyer  and 
Congressman,  was  born  in  Cassville,  Huntingdon 
county,  Pennsylvania,  September  8th,  183S. 
He  is  of  Irish  descent;  his  parents,  Robert  and 
Agnes  Speer,  having  emigrated  from  near  Bel- 
fast, Ireland,  to  America,  and  settled  in  Hunting- 
don county,  Pennsylvania,  about  1S20.  He  was  the 
youngest  child,  and  was  left  an  orphan  when  quite  young, 
his  mother  having  died  in  1851,  and  his  father  in  1852. 
He  received  bis  education  in  the  Cassville  Seminary,  and 
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afterwards  engaged  in  ihe  study  of  the  law  in  the  office  of 
Wilson  & 1'etrikin  of  Huntingdon,  lie  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  November,  1S59,  and  forthwith  commenced  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  Huntingdon,  where  he  has 
since  continued  it.  He  was  Assistant  Clerk  of  the  House 
in  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature  during  the  session  of  1863, 
and,  in  1S72,  was  a Delegate  to  the  Democratic  National 
Convention  at  liallimore.  He  received  the  nomination  for 
the  42d  Congress  from  the  Democrats  of  the  17th  Con- 
gressional District,  in  1S70,  was  duly  elected,  and,  having 
acquitted  himself  to  the  complete  satisfaction  of  his  consti- 
tuents, was  re-elected  to  the  43d  Congress.  He  has  taken 
an  active  part  in  all  the  proceedings  of  the  House,'  and  ren-, 
dered  acceptable  and  valuable  service  in  the  Committees 
on  Elections,  and  on  Expenditures  in  the  Department  of 
Justice.  On  both  occasions  of  his  election  it  was  from  a 
Republican  district,  and  he  ran  from  1000  to  1 500  ahead 
of  his  ticket. 


ITCH  ELL,  IION.  JOHN  II.,  Lawyer,  and  United 
States  Senator,  was  born  in  Washington  county, 
Pennsylvania,  June  22d,  1S35.  After  acquiring 
the  rudiments  of  an  lcnglish, education  at  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  his  native  county,  he  attended  for 
some  time  the  Washington  Institute  of  IJutler, 
and  finished  his  scholastic  cburse-iinder,  a private  instructor, 
lie  then  entered  the  law  office  of  lion,  Samuel  A.  Purvi- 
ance  (of  the  firm  of  Purviancc  &•  .Thompson),  in  Iluller, 
Pennsylvania,  under  whose  instructions  he  remained  for  two 
years.  After  passing  a most  satisfactory  examination,  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Butler  county,  in  1S58.  Here 
he  immediately  commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
but  remained  only  for  a short  time.  The  love  of  adventure 
and  the  inducements  which  California  seemed  to  offer  to 
young  and  energetic  men  decided  him  upon  venturing  into 
a new  field.  He  removed  to  San  Francisco,  and  from 
thence  to  San  Luis  Obisper,  California.  Soon,  however,  he 
returned  to  San  Francisco,  ami,  in  July,  1S60,  journeyed 
to  Portland,  Oregon.  Finding  here  the  haven  which  he 
had  so  long  been  seeking,  he  brought  his  “ undetermined 
roving”  to  a close,  lie  at  once  turned  his  attention  to  the 
building  up  of  a legal  practice,  and  at  the  same  time  en- 
gaged actively  in  local  politics.  So  quickly  did  he  make 
his  influence  felt  that  in  the  following  year,  iS6t,  he  was 
elected  Corporation  Attorney  of  Portland.  The  succeed- 
ing year,  1S62,  he  was  nominated  and  elected  by  the  Re- 
publican party  to  the  Oregon  State  Senate,  in  which  body 
he  served  most  faithfully  and  efficiently  four  years.  During 
the  first  two  years  of  his  term  he  was  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Judiciary,  and  the  last  two  years  he  held 
the  honorable  position  of  President  of  the  Senate.  At  the 
close  of  the  first  era  of  his  official  life  so  satisfactory  was 
his  record  to  his  constituents,  that  they  earnestly  desired 
to  further  honor  him  with  still  higher  proofs  of  their  esteem 


and  confidence.  In  18G6,  strenuous  efforts  were  made  by 
his  political  friends  to  secure  him  a seat  in  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States.  They  only  failed  to  elevate  him  to  this 
proud  position  through  lack  of  one  vote  in  the  caucus.  In 
1S65,  he  was  commissioned,  by  the  Governor  of  the  State, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  in  the  State  Militia.  In  1SG7,  he  was 
elected  Professor  of  Medical  Jurisprudence  in  Williamite 
University,  at  Salem,  Oregon,  and  occupied  that  Chair  for 
nearly  four  years.  In  1S7 2,  he  gained  the  prize  which  six 
years  before  had  so  narrowly  escaped  his  grasp.  He  was 
elected  to  the  United  States  Senate,  and  look  his  seat  as 
the  successor  of  the  lion.  Henry  W.  Corbett,  on  March 
41I1,  1873.  In  this  body  he  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Privileges,  Elections  and  Claims,  and  is  one 
of  the  Select  Committee  on  Transportation  Routes  to  the 
Sea  board.  As  in  the  Senate  of  the  State  of  his  adoption, 
he  occupies  a prominent  and  influential  position  in  the  great 
Upper  House  of  the  Nation.  He  is  possessed  of  remark- 
able energy  and  rare  abilities,  with  the  peculiar  faculty  of 
exerting  the  one  and  asserting  the  other,  traits  which  caused 
him  so  quickly  to  be  recognized  as  a natural  leader  by  the 
citizens  of  Portland.  From  the  year  1S68  until  January 
1st,  1873,  when  he  resigned  all  other  engagements  to  enter 
upon  his  duties  as  United  States  Senator,  he  was  constantly 
employed  in  positions  of  high  trust  and  honor.  For  five 
years  he  was  the  attorney  for  “ The  Oregon  and  California 
Railroad  Company,”  of  Oregon,  and  “ The  North  Pacific 
Steamship  Transportation  Company,”  of  San  Francisco, 
California,  at  an  annual  salary  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  in 
gold  coin.  Throughout  his  public  career  lie  has  been  dis- 
tinguished by  enlarged  views  of  statesmanship,  unswerving 
adherence  to  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party,  to  which 
he  is  devoted,  anil  untiring  energy  in  advancing  any  pro- 
ject to  which  he  has  pledged  his  support.  A quick  per- 
ception and  sound  judgment,  united  with  business  tact,  have 
secured  to  him  rapid  and  great  success,  and  he  carries  with 
him  an  influence  rarely  in  the  possession  of  a man  so  young 
in  years. 
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MUFFIN,  HENRY,  Merchant  and  Agriculturist, 
was  born  in  Ancram,  Columbia  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, May  23d,  1S1 1.  He  was  the  son  of 
Joseph  Griffin  and  Elizabeth  (Iloyradi)  Griffin, 
and  was  of  Welsh  and  German  descent.  His 
father  was  a native  of  Westchester  county,  New 
York,  but  emigrated  to  w hat  was  then  called  Providence 
township,  now  known  as  Hyde  Park.  This  occurred  when 
Henry  was  in  his  fifth  year,  and  thereafter  during  many 
years  his  parent  was  familiarly  known  throughout  an  ex- 
tensive circuit  of  the  region  as  “Old  Uncle  Joe.”  Ilis 
education  was  necessarily  meagre  and  limited,  and  when 
not  in  the  school-room  he  w as  busily  engaged  in  laboring 
on  a farm.  During  the  greater  portion  of  his  life,  in  fact, 
agricultural  pursuits  have  engrossed  his  attention  almost  ex- 
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clusivcly.  In  1S56,  lie  participated  actively  in  the  specu- 
lative agitation  then  possessing  this  region,  and  invested 
very  largely  in  coal  lands,  which  he  leased  to  corporations 
for  mining  purposes,  liy  this  means,  he  rapidly  acquired 
an  immense  amount  of  property  and  vast  wealth.  During 
his  lifetime  he  held  many  prominent  positions,  and  in  each 
and  every  one  discharged  the  functions  of  his  office  in  a 
satisfactory  and  honorable  manner.  lie  was  President  of 
the  Poor  Hoard  during  many  years,  and  held  this  office  up 
to  the  date  of  his  decease;  an  influential  Director  in  the 
Second  National  Rank  of  Scranton,  Pennsylvania,  and  one 
of  its  largest  stockholders  ; President  of  the  Providence  and 
Abinglon  Turnpike  Company;  a Director  in  the  Lacka- 
wanna Hospital,  where  his  indefatigable  efforts  won  him 
high  encomiums  in  all  quarters;  one  of  the  foremost  stock- 
holders of  the  Trust  Company  and  Savings  Hank  of  Scran- 
ton ; Assessor  of  the  Third  Ward  of  Scranton,  and  Presi- 
dent of  the  School  Hoard  in  the  same  place.  In  addition 
to  these,  he  held  numerous  other  positions  of  note  and  im- 
portance, and  at  all  times  was  commended  for  his  exacti- 
tude, his  energy,  and  his  shrewd  and  unerring  judgment. 
He  was  also  one  of  the  charier  members  of  the  Hyde  Park 
Lodge  Free  and  Associated  Masons,  an  institution  in  which 
he  ever  took  a lively  and  generous  interest.  1 1 is  religious 
inclinations  led  him  to  join  the  Society  of  Friends,  while 
the  Griffin  family  in  general  was  likewise  inclined  from  an 
early  period  to  the  present  time.  II  ;s  first  wife  was  separated 
from  him  by  death  ; his  second  wife,  and  present  widow, 
was,  at  the  lime  of  her  marriage  to  him,  in  April,  1S55, 
Mrs.  Allis,  then  a resident  of  this  vicinity,  and  formerly  a 
Mi  ss  Hriggs,  of  Dutchess  county,  New  York.  He  died  June 
26th,  1S74,  and  was  buried  with  Masonic  honors  in  Forest 
Cemetery,  near  Dunmore,  on  the  outskirts  of  Scranton, 
Pennsylvania.  As  a man,  he  was  beloved  by  all,  and  the 
citizens  generally  paid  him  the  greatest  respect,  not  only 
during  his  lifetime,  but  also  at  the  time  of  his  death,  an 
event  which  called  forth  many  eulogies  from  the  press  of 
this  region.  Though  blunt  in  speech,  he  sympathized 
strongly  with  the  failings  and  misfortunes  of  all,  and  was 
ever  a prime  mover  in  benevolent  and  charitable  efforts. 


organ  of  the  Democracy  of  Perks  county.  During  1S56- 
’57,  he  was  a member  of  the  State  Legislature  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. In  the  first  year,  he  was  appointed  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Education,  and  Secretary  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means ; in  the  last  he  was  made 
Speaker  of  the  House,  and  as  such  was  rioted  for  his  strict 
impartiality,  his  quickness  of  perception,  and  his  readiness 
in  rendering  decisions.  From  March  4th,  1867,  until  March 
4th,  1S73,  lie  served  in  Congress,  and  during  that  period 
was  a member  of  the  Committees  on  Soldiers’  and  Sailors’ 
Hounties,  Public  Expenditures,  Public  Buildings  and 
Grounds,  and  the  Mississippi  Levees.  Upon  being  re- 
elected to  the  Forty-second  Congress  as  a Democrat,  he  re- 
ceived 10,411  votes  against  5045  votes  for  N.  Hunter,  Re- 
publican. While  acting  as  a Congressman,  he  delivered 
few  speeches,  but  these  stamped  him  beyond  question  or 
doubt  as  a fluent  and  able  orator;  one  was  in  opposition  to 
the  impeachment  of  Andrew  Johnson;  another  in  favor  of 
the  Repeal  of  the  Income  Tax  and  a general  reduction  of 
Internal  Taxation  ; another  was  a Eulogy  upon  the  late  Hon. 
John  Covode,  which  was  commended  for  the  rare  merit,  in 
funeral  oratory,  of  truth.  Since  his  retirement  from  public 
life,  he  has  contributed  many  articles  of  a political  and 
literary  nature  to  various  newspapers  and  magazines;  while 
at  present  he  is  meditating  an  early  resumption  of  his  former 
profession  as  a legal  practitioner.  As  an  upholder  and  de- 
fender of  the  sentiments  of  his  constituents,  and  the  brave 
and  faithful  chief  of  an  influential  party  organ,  he  has 
merited  and  won  high  encomiums  in  every  quarter ; exhi- 
biting under  all  circumstances  energy,  loyally,  learning  and 
perseverance.  As  a lawyer,  be  is  highly  esteemed  by  those 
sufficiently  familiar  with  him  to  discern  his  merits,  for  his 
powers  of  analysis  and  judgment,  his  thorough  course  of 
reading,  and  his  quick  appreciation  of  the  flaws,  points  and 
difficulties  of  an  involved  and  vexatious  case.  He  was 
married,  in  October,  1847,  to  Anna,  eldest  daughter  of  Rev. 
R.  U.  Morgan,  I).  D.,  a presbyter  of  the  Protestant  Episco- 
pal Church.  She  died  in  March,  1S73,  leaving  two  chil- 
dren, a son  and  a daughter. 


ETZ,  I ION.  J.  LAURENCE,  Journalist,  and  ex- 
Congressman,  was  born  at  Reading,  Pennsylva- 
nia, September  14th,  1821.  1 1 is  father  was  an 

officer  in  the  navy,  and  fought  under  Captain 
Laurence  in  the  War  of  1S12.  II is  grandfather, 
^ on  the  maternal  side,  was  a soldier  of  the  Revo- 
lution. After  receiving  a thorough  academic  education,  he 
pursued  a course  of  law  studies  in  the  office  of  the  Hon. 
William  Strong,  of  the  Supreme  Bench,  and,  in  1846,  was 
admitted  to  practice.  Subsequently  he  became  connected 
with  the  press,  and,  from  1.846  until  December  5th , lS68, 
edited  the  Kctu/in^  Gazette  am/  Democrat,  the  English 


LEXANDER,  MILTON,  Lawyer,  was  born  in 
Williamsburg,  Pennsylvania,  and  his  parents 
were  Robert  and  Mary  Alexander.  His  education 
he  obtained  first  at  Jefferson  College,  Cannons- 
burg,  and  finally  at  the  University  of  Albany, 
New  York.  In  1867,  he  pursued  a course  of 
legal  studies  in  Clarion,  Pennsylvania,  making  himself  ac- 
quainted with  the  preliminary  formalities  in  law,  in  order 
to  fit  himself  for  more  thorough  study  at  a later  period. 
Subsequently,  he  entered  the  Law  Department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Albany,  and  graduated  in  April,  1S69.  May 
5th,  1S69,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Supreme  Court  at  Al- 
bany. June  26th,  1S69,  be  removed  to  Altoona,  Pcnnsyl- 
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vania,  where  lie  soon  became  noted  as  a learned  and  able 
practitioner.  In  October,  1871,  he  was  elected  District 
Attorney  of  Blair  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  in  this  posi- 
tion won  high  praises  and  encomiums  for  his  judgment  and 
sagacity.  In  February,  1874,  he  was  elected  City  Solicitor 
of  Altoona,  under  the  firm  name  of  Alexander  & Herr.  He 
was  married,  September  loth,  1S74H0  Katy  F.  Morton,  of 
'Lancaster. 


ACOE,  RALPH  DLJPUY,  Merchant,  was  born 
in  Pittston,  Luzerne  county,  Pennsylvania,  No- 
vember 14th,  1S24.  His  father,  Anthony  D. 
Lacoe,  was  born  near  Havre,  France,  in  1780, 
and  at  the  time  of  the  French  Revolution  was 
sent  out  of  the  country  by  his  parents,  and  came 
to  the  United  States,  landing  at  Philadelphia,  in  charge  of 
a friend  of  the  family  who  was  engaged  in  mercantile  pur- 
suits. 1 1 is  mother  was  Amelia  M.  Dupuy,  of  Ilayti,  whose 
father  was  one  of  the  few  refugees  that  escaped  from  that 
island  at  the  time  of  the  insurrection.  Ilis  elder  brothers 
served  actively  in  the  French  Republican  army  of  that 
eventful  period.  Finally,  his  father,  after  passing  through 
the  yellow  fever  scourge  in  Philadelphia,  and  losing  every 
friend  and  acquaintance  he  possessed  in  the  country,  left 
this  city,  and  settling  near  Pittston  became  one  of  the  early 
pioneers  of  the  valley.  Here  Ralph  was  born,  and,  after 
receiving  the  crude  education  obtainable  in  a country  school 
of  those  days,  learned  under  his  father  the  trade  of  car- 
penter and  builder.  This  business  he  followed  for  a few 
years,  then  engaged  in  the  lumber  trade,  which  was  in  turn 
abandoned  for  the  purpose  of  entering  into  real  estate  trans- 
actions. To  this  business  he  has  since  devoted  the  greater 
portion  of  his  time  and  attention.  In  1S60,  he  was  chosen 
Cashier  of  the  Pittston  Bank,  and  continued  to  serve  in  this 
capacity  until  the  consolidation  uf  the  institution,  in  1864, 
into  the  First  National  Bank  of  Pittston.  Previous  to  the 
consolidation,  and  at  the  organization  of  the  First  National 
Bank,  he  was  chosen  Vice-President,  and  continued  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  connected  with  both  banks.  'Phis  oc- 
curred during  the  war  times,  when  the  values  of  bonds  and 
collaterals  were  Constantly  fluctuating,  and  when  the  posi- 
tion of  financial  manager  was  one  beset  with  perils  and 
endless  difficulties ; under  his  administration  these  institu- 
tions invariably  lent  their  hearty  support  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  invested  in  all  the  bonds  they  were  able  to  man- 
age. These  arduous  duties  undermined  his  health,  and  he 
was  obliged  to  sever  his  official  connection  with  the  bank, 
and  travel  in  the  South  in  order  to  re-invigorate  his  shat- 
tered system.  Returning  to  Pittston  at  the  expiration  of 
three  years,  he  resumed  his  operations  in  real  estate,  and 
was  soon  actively  and  successfully  occupied.  The  Gas 
Works  of  Pittston  were  built  by  him  in  connection  with  an- 
other enterprising  capitalist,  and  he  was  one  of  the  origi- 
nators of  the  Pittston  Water  Company,  being  at  the  present 


time  one  of  its  most  influential  directors.  Also,  he  is  one  of 
the  organizers  and  incorporators  of  the  Wyoming  Insurance 
Company,  a reliable  and  successful  institution  whose  main 
office  is  at  Wilkesbarre,  Pennsylvania.  In  1S56,  at  the 
solicitation  of  numerous  friends,  he  was  nominated  Sheriff 
on  the  Republican  ticket,  but  the  county  being  largely 
Democratic  he  failed  to  secure  an  election.  He  was  the 
first  agent  of  the  celebrated  Dupont  Powder  Company  in 
this  section  of  the  State,  and  worked  successfully  to  insure 
its  introduction  and  use  here  for  mining  and  other  purposes. 
In  1S60,  he  was  married  to  a member  of  the  Clary  family 
of  Pittston.  Ilis  success  in  life  he  attributes  to  his  industry, 
economy  and  perseverance ; he  is  enterprising  but  cautious, 
and  averse  to  entering  into  wild  speculations. 


ITNER,  JOHN  R.,  Capitalist,  was  born  in  Lan- 
caster, Pennsylvania,  August  7th,  1S26.  Ilis 
father,  Abraham  Bitner,  was  a well  known  and 
influential  citizen  of  this  place,  and  was  of  Ger- 
man extraction,  his  ancestors  being  among  the 
very  earliest  settlers  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
Ilis  mother,  a member  of  the  Porter  family,  was  also  of 
German  descent.  Until  in  his  thirteenth  year,  John  at- 
tended the  common  schools  of  his  native  city,  obtaining  an 
ordinary  English  education,  lie  was  then  placed  in  a shop 
to  learn  the  trade  of  cabinet  maker,  continuing  here  until 
he  was  twenty  years  of  age,  when  he  entered  the  employ 
of  the  State  Railroad,  since  purchased  and  managed  by  the 
P.  C.  R.  R.  Company.  In  1848,  in  connection  with  his 
brother,  C.  A.  Bitner,  he  purchased  a few  freight  cars,  and 
commenced  the  transportation  business  over  the  different 
railroads  of  the  State,  but  principally  on  that  upon  which 
he  had  been  employed.  At  this  time,  the  major  portion  of 
their  business  lay  on  the  line  running  between  Philadelphia 
and  Lancaster.  There  were  then  several  individuals  and 
firms  engaged  in  the  same  business,  but  owing  to  the  su- 
perior tact  and  energy  of  the  Brothers  Bitner,  theirs  soon 
became  the  leading  firm,  and,  since  1857,  they  have  been 
the  only  parties  engaged  in  that  branch  of  business.  At  the 
same  date,  1S48,  they  also  became  engaged,  in  connection 
with  their  freighting  business,  in  grain  operations,  and  in 
the  shipping  of  cereals  to  different  points  in  the  East,  lhis 
has  since  developed  itself  into  a prosperous  and  extensive 
trade.  In  1854,  they,  with  other  interested  parties,  built 
up  the  Eden  Paper  Mills,  and  were  half  owners  in  the 
same.  Soon  after  the  establishment  of  this  enterprise,  and 
while  it  was  in  successful  operation,  they  disposed  of  their 
interest  in  it,  and,  in  1S55,  built  a steam  flouring  mill  in 
Lancaster,  which  had  a working  capacity  of  one  hundred 
and  fifiy  barrels  of  flour  per  diem.  This  mill  they  continued 
to  operate  until  1S63,  when,  owing  to  the  pressure  attend- 
ant upon  furnishing  large  supplies  to  the  Union  Army,  they 
took  down  the  mill  to  make  room  for  an  extensive  ware- 
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house,  which  they  built  on  its  site.  They  were  among  the 
heaviest  contractors  with  the  Government  for  furnishing 
army  supplies  during  the  war,  and  so  satisfactorily  was 
their  business  conducted  that,  at  the  close  of  the  conflict, 
the  Government  applied  to  them  for  supplies  for  the  old 
army  stock  until  it  could  be  disposed  of.  In  1865,  they 
were  members  of  the  firm  which  built  the  Fulton  Cotton 
Mills,  but  sold  their  interest  in  it,  in  1S69.  They  were 
also  members  of  the  firm  which,  in  the  same  year,  built  the 
Printers’  Paper  Mills;  and  J.  R.  Bitner  having  purchased 
his  brother’s  interest,  is  now  one  of  the  managers,  and 
owns  one-third  interest  in  the  business,  which  is  being 
prosecuted  very  successfully.  lie  is  a stockholder  and 
director  in  an  association  which  purchased  a tract  of  land 
upon  the  coast  of  New  Jersey,  and  founded  Ocean  Beach, 
a village  fast  growing  into  public  favor  as  a summer  resort 
and  watering  place.  lie  is  also  a director  of  the  New 
Egypt,  Farmingdale  & Long  Branch  Railroad,  of  New  Jer- 
sey. In  1S65,  he,  in  connection  with  others,  founded  a 
forwarding  and  commission  house,  at  81 1 Market  street, 
Philadelphia,  and  in 'this  establishment  remained  a partner 
until  1870.  He  has  been  a member  of  both  branches  of 
the  Lancaster  City  Councils  for  several  terms.  Recently,  he 
has  purchased  his  brother’s  entire  interest  in, the  transporta- 
tion and  grain  business,  and  is  now  sole- proprietor.  He 
was  married,  April  26th,  1S52,  to  a daughter  of  David 
Wiedler,  a well-known  and  wealthy  farmer  of  Lancaster 
county ; and  he  has  seven  promising  children,  one  of  whom, 
the  eldest  son,  is  with  him  as  Superintendent  of  his  large 
warehouse. 


1 MITII,  PERSIFOR  FRAZER,  Lawyer,  and  Re- 
porter of  the  Supreme  Court,  was  born  in  Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania,  January  3d,  180S.  1 1 is 

ancestry  is  Scotch- Irish.  1 1 is  paternal  grand- 

father, Robert  Smith,  was  Lieutenant,  or  Sheriff, 
of  Chester  county  during  the  Revolutionary 
War,  while  his  maternal  grandfather,  Persifor  Frazer,  was 
a Lieutenant-Colonel  in  the  Continental  Army.  He  en- 
joyed the  advantages  of  a classical  education  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania,  and  pursued  a course  of  law 
studies  under  the  tuition  of  William  II.  Dillingham,  of 
Westchester.  In  November,  1S29,  he  was  admitted  to  the 
bar,  and  immediately  engaged  in  active  practice.  A quick 
intellect,  and  a close  attention  to  the  pursuit  of  his  choice, 
soon  assured  him  a leading  position  at  the  bar  of  his 
county,  and  an  extensive  and  remunerative  clientage.  In 
1S62,  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature;  in  Novem- 
1 ter,  1S66,  was  appointed,  by  Governor  Curtin,  State  Re- 
porter of  Decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania; 
and,  July  1st,  1S70,  was  re-appointed  by  Governor  Geary. 
This  position  he  still  occupies,  having  fulfilled  the  duties 
of  his  office  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  court  and  the 
general  public.  11c  is  an  active  and  zealous  member  of 
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the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  on  the  loth  of  January,  1S34, 
was  elected  a ruling  elder  of  that  religious  body.  He  was 
one  of  the  original  promoters  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Westchester,  and  has  been  a member  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United 
States  upon  three  different  occasions,  viz.:  at  Philadelphia, 
in  1S3S;  at  Detroit,  in  1S50;  and  at  Pittsburgh,  in  186S. 
Of  the  lower  judicatories  of  the  church  (the  Synod  and  the 
Presbytery),  he  lias  frequently  been  an  influential  member. 
He  has  served  upon  several  important  committees,  and, 
owing  to  his  perfect  knowledge  of  both  church  and  state 
jurisprudence,  has  rendered  most  valuable  aid  in  the  set- 
tlement of  vexed  and  perplexing  questions.  He  is  a man 
of  commanding  presence  and  dignified  bearing,  and  is 
widely  esteemed  for  his  firmness  and  probity. 


IERY,  1 ION.  JAMES  S.,  Lawyer,  and  Congress- 
man, was  born  in  Venango  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, March  2d,  1S39.  He  received  a liberal 
education,  and  was  afterwards  engaged  for  seve- 
ral years  in  teaching.  In  1S61,  he  removed  to 
Allentown,  Pennsylvania,  and  commenced  the 
study  of  theology,  which  he  continued  during  two  years 
and  a half.  Subsequently  he  engaged  in  the  study  of  the 
law,  in  the  office  of  Edwin  Albright,  of  Allentown,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar,  September  8th,  1S6S.  He  then 
began  to  practise  the  profession  in  Allentown,  which  he- 
lms since  continued.  He  was  the  Republican  candidate 
of  Lehigh  county  for  the  State  Legislature  in  1S69,  and  ran 
235  votes  ahead  of  his  ticket.  In  1S72,  he  became  the 
nominee  of  the  Republican  party  for  Congress  from  the 
Sixth  District,  and  was  elected  to  the  Forty-third  Congress. 
He  has  given  zealous  and  able  service  to  his  constituents 
and  the  country,  and  has  been  a member  of  the  Committees 
on  Manufactures  and  Mileage. 
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DANIEL  CARPENTER,  Journalist, 
was  born  in  Lancaster  City,  Pennsylvania,  De- 
cember 23d,  1S27.  Ilis  ancestors  were  Swiss 
Huguenots,  who  were  among  the  number  of  those 
who  fled  to  this  country  in  order  to  escape  reli- 
gious and  political  persecution.  Ilis  education 
he  acquired  at  Lancaster,  in  the  common  schools,  then  the 
first  ones  in  the  Slate,  and  adapted  to  afford  but  few  edu- 
cational privileges.  Very  early  in  life  he  was  compelled 
to  depend  upon  his  own  resources,  and,  in  the  year  1836, 
he  started  in  life  as  a vender  of  newspapers.  He  served 
the  first  copy  of  the  Philadelphia  Public  Ledger  in  Lancas- 
ter, and  was  its  first  agent.  He  was  also  agent  for  the  then 
noted  publication,  lb  undid  s Daily  Times,  of  Philadelphia. 
At  an  early  date,  lie  formed  an  attachment  for  journalism, 
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and,  during  the  journalistic  experience  of  Colonel  John  W. 
Forney  in  Lancaster,  was  often  connected  with  him.  II is 
acquaintance  with  this  distinguished  journalist  soon  brought 
him  into  contact  with  the  foremost  politicians  of  the  day, 
and  he  gained  the  good  will  and  esteem  of  James  Bu- 
chanan and  many  other  public  men,  famous  then  or  at  a 
subsequent  period.  After  serving  an  apprenticeship  in  the 
iron  business,  he  went  to  Lebanon  county,  Pennsylvania, 
and,  in  his  eighteenth  year,  was  engaged  as  book-keeper  at 
the  Coleman  Iron  Works,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  suc- 
cessful iron  manufactories  in  the  State.  lie  remained  with 
the  family  of  his  employer  for  more  than  twelve  years,  and 
to  this  patron  he  is  largely  indebted  for  the  foundation  of 
his  education  and  business  knowledge.  Subsequently,  he 
was  engaged  in  the  anthracite  coal  region,  and,  at  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war,  moved  to  Washington,  where  he 
held  for  six  months  a remunerative  position  in  the  Land 
Office.  Later,  he  became  the  publisher  of  the  Daily  and 
Sunday  Morning  Chronicle , under  the  ownership  and  edi- 
torial charge  o:  Colonel  John  W.  Forney.  This  position 
he  held  until  1871,  when  the  daily  portion  was  sold,  he 
retaining  the  ownership  and  control  of  the  Sunday  edition. 
This  latter  is  still  in  his  possession,  and  is  very  ably  man- 
aged, being  conducted  upon  an  Independent  Republican 
basis.  During  his  journalistic  career,  he  has  enjoyed  the 
entire  confidence  of  all  the  leading  actors  in  State  matters, 
notably,  Abraham  Lincoln  and  his  Cabinet,  and  the  prime 
movers  in  the  great  conflict.  lie  took  an  active  part  as  an 
advocate  of  Andrew  Johnson’s  impeachment,  and  urged 
that  a special  session  of  Congress  should  be  called  for  that 
purpose.  He  was  highly  esteemed  as  a friend  and  journal- 
ist by  Thaddeus  Stevens  and  Charles  Sumner,  and  their 
friendly  relations  were  annulled  only  by  death.  During 
the  term  of  President  Grant,  he  has  devoted  his  time  and 
attention  to  journalism,  and  has  been  bold  and  fearless  in 
exposing  and  denouncing  disloyalty  and  corruption  of  every 
kind.  He  has  inherited  a natural  hatred  for  monopolies 
of  every  description,  and  makes  them  the  subject  of  the 
greater  portion  of  his  writings.  His  style  is  clear,  crisp, 
and  decided,  and  his  handling  of  a subject  terse,  logical, 
and  pointed.  He  was  married,  in  1850,  to  Catharine 
Reinhart,  of  Lebanon,  Pennsylvania. 


x 

fjf  cSI-IERRY,  IION.  WILLIAM,  Lawyer,  was  born 
in  Litllestown,  Adams  county,  Pennsylvania, 
April  14th,  1S21.  His  father  was  lion.  James 
McSherry,  of  the  same  place,  who  for  many 
years  represented  Adams  county  in  both  branches 
of  the  State  Legislature,  was  a member  of  the 
Convention  to  Revise  the  Constitution  of  Pennsylvania,  in 
1S3S,  and  also  represented  his  Congressional  district  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  Congress.  1 le  died,  l'ebri 


I 

cz 


e)  J 


ary  3d,  1S49,  honored,  loved,  and  regretted  by  all  who 
knew  him,  leaving  two  sons:  James  McSherry,  a member 
of  the  bar  of  Frederick  county,  Maryland,  favorably  known 
as  the  author  of  McSherry' s llistuiy  0/  Maryland , and 
William  McSherry,  who  was  educated  at  St.  Mary’s  Col- 
lege, in  Maryland,  where  he  graduated  in  June,  1840.  In 
the  following  fall,  he  commenced  his  law  studies  in  the 
office  of  General  James  M.  Conla,  of  Frederick  City,  Mary 
land,  and  in  October,  1S42,  was  admitted  to  the  bar. 
Entering  immediately  upon  the  active  practice  of  law  in 
Gettysburg,  Adams  county,  he  met  with  fair  success.  In 
1S44,  he  entered  into  law  partnership  with  II011.  James 
Cooper,  who  subsequently  was  nominated  and  elected 
United  States  Senator  from  Pennsylvania.  This  partner- 
ship continued  for  two  years,  when  he  returned  to  his 
birthplace,  a step  to  which  he  was  prompted  by  the  declin- 
ing health  of  his  father.  For  a few  years  he  continued  the 
pursuit  of  his  profession,  but  finally  abandoned  it,  in  a 
great  measure,  and  bestowed  his  time  and  attention  upon 
agriculture.  Since  that  period  he  has  continued  to  reside 
on  his  farm,  near  Liltlestown,  Adams  county,  Pennsylvania. 
In  the  fall  of  1S47,  he  was  elected  by  the  Whig  parly  to 
the  House  of  Representatives ; and,  in  1849,  his  former 
partner,  Hon.  James  Cooper,  having,  upon  being  elected  to 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  resigned  his  seat  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  Legislature,  he  was  elected  without  opposition 
to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  his  resignation.  In  the  fall 
of  1S50,  he  was  also  elected  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives; and,  in  1S56,  was  elected  President  of  the  Litllcs- 
town  Railroad  Company,  completed  the  road  in  July,  1857, 
and  for  many  years  managed  the  affairs  of  this  company  in 
the  most  satisfactory  manner.  During  the  ten  years  elapsing 
between  1S51  and  1S61,  though  frequently  importuned  by 
both  parties  of  those  times  to  become  a candidate  for  the 
Legislature,  he  persistently  declined.  In  the  fall  of  1S62, 
however,  the  Democrats  of  Adams  county  placed  him  in 
nomination  as  a candidate  for  State  Senator,  and  this  nomi- 
nation was  concurred  in  by  the  Conferences  of  Franklin 
and  Fulton  counties,  which,  with  Adams  county,  formed 
the  Senatorial  District.  lie  was  elected  by  a district 
majority  of  780,  while  in  Adams  county  he  received  a 
majority  of  540.  In  April,  1S67,  he  was  appointed  by  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates,  Assessor  of  Internal  Reve- 
nues for  the  Sixteenth  District  of  Pennsylvania,  composed 
of  the  counties  of  Adams,  Franklin,  Fulton,  Bedford,  and 
Somerset;  this  position  he  resigned  in  May,  1S69.  In  the 
fall  of  1871,  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate  from  the 
District  composed  of  the  counties  of  York  and  Adams,  for 
three  years.  At  the  close  of  the  session  of  the  Senate  of 
1 S 7 3 , he  was  honored  by  receiving  the  votes  of  the  Demo- 
cratic Senators  for  Speaker;  and  at  the  opening  of  the 
session  of  1S74,  he  was  again  honored  in  the  same  man- 
ner. Caring  little  for  political  life,  and  with  little  am- 
bition for  public  preferment,  it  is  more  than  probable  that 
the  session  of  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature  of  1874  will 
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close  his  political  life.  lie  was  married,  October  1 5th, 
1S44,  to  Eliza  T.  McSherry,  daughter  of  Dr.  Richard  Me- 
Sherry,  of  Martinsburg,  Virginia. 


OOD,  WILLIAM  WILLIS  WYLIE,  Engineer- 
in-Chief,  United  States  Navy,  ranking  as  Com- 
modore, was  born  near  Raleigh,  Wake  county, 
North  Carolina,  May  30th,  1818,  and  is  of 
English  descent.  1 1 is  father  was  a large  planter, 
and  his  mother  was  the  daughter  of  Michael 
Rogers,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Central  North  Carolina, 
who  was  prominent  in  public  affairs  during  Colonial  times, 
lie  was  instructed  by  a private  tutor,  an  English  gentleman 
named  Wolstenholme,  until  twelve  years  of  age,  when,  at 
the  death  of  his  father,  he  was  sent  by  his  guardian  to  the 
college  at  Ellicott’s  Mills,  Maryland,  which  was  conducted 
by  an  ex-officer  of  the  British  Army.  The  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  Railroad  was  then  in  course  of  construction,  and  here 
young  Wood  first  saw  a locomotive,  and  it  was  this  that 
developed  his  natural  love  for  mechanics,  and  induced 
him,  when  nearly  fifteen  (after  completing  his  .collegiate 
course),  to  proceed  to  Baltimore,  where,  through  the  kind 
offices  of  Charles  Carroll,  of  Carrollton,.son  of  the  signer 
of  the  Declaration,  and  of  William  ilwinn,  thiy  famous 
editor  of  the  Baltimore  Gazelle , he  was  permitted,  to  enter 
the  great  establishment  of  Charles  Reeder — machine  shops 
and  foundries.  The  boy  early  saw  the  ' necessity  of  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  higher  branches  of  mathe- 
inalics,  and,  during  his  stay  of  little  more  than  two  years  at 
Baltimore,  he  mastered  the  science  in  all  its  branches. 
With  the  view  of  further  improvement  in  the  trade  he  had 
selected,  he  left  Baltimore  in  1835,  and  went  to  New 
York,  where  he  entered  the  West  Point  Foundry,  at  that 
date  the  most  extensive  works  in  the  United  Slates.  Com- 
pleting his  apprenticeship  here,  he  became  wholly  identified 
w ith  the  works,  and  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  most  im- 
portant labor.  1 Ie  superintended  the  erection  and  fitting 
of  the  engines  for  the  steam  frigate  “ Missouri,”  the  first 
naval  vessel,  having  sea-going  qualities,  on  which  machin- 
ery was  really  successfully  employed,  and  previous  to  that 
time  had  worked  on  the  machinery  of  the  naval  vessel 

known  as  the  “ Fulton,”  No.  2,  the  first  which  ever  actu- 

x 

ally  left  port  and  went  to  sea.  In  1S41,  he  went  .to  Ala- 
bama, bought  a large  plantation  on  the  Warrior  .river,  re- 
moved thither  the  slaves  inherited  from  his  father,  and 
settled  dow  n as  a planter.  In  a couple  of  years,  however, 
he  fell  a victim  to  malaria,  and,  acting  under  the  advice  of 
his  physicians,  sold  his  property  and  went  to  Pennsylvania, 
which  State  he  has  ever  since  claimed  as  hie  residence, 
lie  had  charge,  first,  of  the  steamers  “Spitfire”  and 
“Vixen,”  building  for  the  Mexican  navy;  and  was  next 
sent  to  the  West  Point  Foundry,  by  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury Spencer,  to  superintend  building  the  first  iron  revenue  I 


cutter.  This  work  brought  him  into  close  intercourse  with 
the  Government  officials,  and  when  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
Bancroft,  in  1S44,  reorganized  the  Engineer  Corps  of  the 
Navy,  he  was  invited  to  appear  for  competitive  examina- 
tion, which  resulted  in  his  being  commissioned  Chief  Engi- 
neer, to  date  March  15th,  1845:  this  being  the  only  instance 
where  such  high  rank  was  attained  by  a civilian  on  enter- 
ing the  service.  1 1 is  first  duty  was  at  the  Pensacola  Navy 
Yard,  and  during  the  Mexican  War  he  served  on  board  the 
frigate  “ Mississippi  ” (flag-ship),  under  Commodores  Con- 
nor and  Perry,  participating  in  the  capture  of  Tobaseo,  and 
other  minor  ports  along  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Returning  to 
the  United  States  r.t  the  close  of  the  war,  he  was  ordered 
to  Boston,  superintending  the  building  of  engines  fur  the 
frigate  “ Saranac,”  c:i  board  of  w hich,  after  its  completion, 
lie  served  until  1C53,  in  the  West  India  and  Brazil  Squad- 
rons. In  I S54— ’ 5 7 , he  was  r.t  the  Tredegar  Iron  Works, 
Richmond,  Virginia,  superintending  the  engines  building 
for  the  frigates  “ Roanoke  ” and  “ Colorado.”  Before  the 
latter  was  completed,  lie  served  temporarily  on  board  the 
“ Roanoke,”  when  that  vessel  was  sent,  under  command 
of  Captain  (afterwards  Admiral)  Montgomery,  to  Nicara- 
gua, tq  bring  home  the  survivors  of  Walker’s  ill-fated 
expedition.  In  1 S5S— ’59,  he  superintended  the  construc- 
tion of  the,engincs,.of  the  frigate  “ Lancaster,”  at  Phila- 
delphia, and  served  on  board  of  that  vessel  from  1S59  to 
1861,  in  the  Pacific 'Squadron.  lie  was  ordered  to  return 
home  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion,  and  again  stationed 
at  Philadelphia,  where  lie  superintended  the  building  of  the 
irotvclad  .frigate  “New  Ironsides,”  which  was  completed 
in  the  spring  of  1863.  During  this  period,  he  was  also 
employed  on  part  of  the  fleet  known  as  the  “ Thirty-day 
Gunboats,”  they  having  been  built  in  thirty  days  from  the 
time  the  keels  were  laid.  I11  1S63,  he  was  ordered  to  duly 
at  New  York,  as  Inspector  of  Machinery  Alloat,  which 
duty  embraced  the  supervision  of  all  machinery  under  con- 
tract, changing  captured  blockade  runners  into  gunboats, 
and  the  completion  of  the  Monitors  at  that  point.  While 
here,  he  suggested  the  employment  and  use  of  torpedoes, 
and  made  ail  extensive  series  of  experiments,  demonstrating 
the  practicability  of  using  them  from  the  bows  of  launches, 
and  designed  and  supervised  the  construction  of  the  torpedo 
vessel  “ Spuyten  Duyvel.”  One  of  his  torpedo  shells  de- 
stroying a vessel  at  the  Chatham  Dockyard,  England, 
resulted  in  their  adoption  by  the  British  Navy.  After  the 
war,  he  was  ordered  to  the  Naval  Academy,  as  a member 
of  the  Academic  Board,  and  was  placed  in  charge  of,  and 
organized  the  branch  of  instruction  in  Steam  Engineering 
at  that  institution,  which  gives  all  midshipmen  a course  of 
instruction  in  the  theory  and  practice  of  managing  marine 
engines.  During  his  service  in  this  capacity,  he  visited 
Europe,  where  he  inspected  the  most  prominent  polytechnic 
institutions,  naval  dockyards,  and  the  great  ship-building 
establishments,  foundries,  and  iron  works.  From  July, 
1S68,  w hen  he  was  relieved  from  the  Naval  Academy,  until 
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March,  I S73 , he  was  on  special  duty  at  New  York,  as 
Inspector  of  Machinery  Afloat,  and  Chief  Engineer  of  the 
Navy  Yard.  .April  1st,  1873,11c  was  appointed  by  Presi- 
dent Grant  to  be  Chief  of  the  Engineering  Bureau,  Navy 
Department,  and  succeeded  Commodore  J.  \V.  King, 
whose  term  of  office  had  expired.  During  his  service  in 
the  navy,  he  has  been  actively  employed  for  over  twenty- 
six  years.  1 1 is  wife  was  formerly  Miss  Gillespie,  of  Ala- 
bama, and  was  the  adopted  daughter  of  General  Crabb,  a 
former  Representative  in  Congress.  They  have  several 
children,  one  of  whom  entered  the  navy  as  Cadet  Midship- 
man, in  1 87 1,  and  two  daughters,  the  wives  of  Lieutenants 
Arnold  and  lleald,  United  States  Navy. 

< Ifl  OUNTG,  COE  F.,  General  Superintendent  of  the 
S J I Delaware  & Hudson  Canal  Company,  was  born 
Ill  near  Mount  Hope,  Orange  county,  New  York, 
l May  15th,  1S24.  1 1 is  parents,  natives  of  the 

& vicinity,  are  lineal  descendants  of  an  honorable 
family  who,  at  an  early  date,  emigrated  from 
England  and  settled  in  this  country.  Upon  losing  his 
parents,  while  in  his  sixth  year,  he  was  sent  to  live  under 
the  guardianship  of  a brother  residing  in  Monroe  county, 
Pennsylvania.  By  this  relative  he  was  employed  to  drive 
the  horse  attached  to  his  boat,  running  to  anil  fro  on  a 
neighboring  canal.  After  being  thus  engaged  for  four 
years,  during  which  lin  e he  had  acquired  a slight  and  su- 
perficial education,  he  became  engaged  as  a clerk  in 
Orange  county.  Subsequently,  he  abandoned  this  position, 
and,  removing  to  Ulster  county,  connected  himself  there 
with  an  establishment  as  clerk  and  general  assistant.  After 
securing  an  extensive  practical  mercantile  knowledge,  and 
an  insight  into  the  workings  of  commerce  and  traffic,  he 
entered  into  business  for  himself  at  Perryville.  1 1 is  venture 
proving  unexpectedly  successful,  he  determined  to  extend 
his  sphere  of  operations,  and  launch  himself  boldly  into 
more  extensive  speculations.  Removing  to  Iloncsdale, 
Pennsylvania,  he  purchased  an  interest  in  the  freighting 
line  running  out  from  that  place.  Eater,  the  entire  control 
of  this  establishment  passed  into  his  hands,  and  he  became 
sole  and  entire  owner  and  director.  In  this  position  he 
gained  much  of  that  valuable  and  technical  knowledge 
which  fitted  him  so  admirably  for  the  important  post  to 
which  he  was  afterward  assigned.  In  lS54,he  entered  the 
service  of  the  Delaware  & Hudson  Canal  Company,  as 
Superintendent  of  the  Canal  Department.  It  was  here  that 
lii.s  recently  acquired  experience  became  eminently  useful 
to  him,  enabling  him  to  accomplish  satisfactorily  the  various 
duties  connected  with  the  situation.  At  the  expiration  < f 
five  years,  he  was  promoted  to  the  position  of  General 
Superintendent,  one  which  he  still  holds,  and  whose  duties 
lie  fulfils  with  profit  and  honor  to  himself  and  his  em- 
ployers. He  is  of  a genial  and  benevolent  nature;  pos- 


sesses an  appreciative  and  well-stocked  mind,  and  is  noted 
for  his  ability  in  reading  character  at  a glance,  for  his 
courteous  deportment,  and  his  energy.  lie  may  justly  be 
ranked  with  those  representative  men  who,  starting  in  life 
poorly  and  obscurely,  have,  by  their  shrewdness,  energy, 
and  application,  become  wealthy  and  honored  citizens,  and 
models  meet  for  imitation  by  the  rising  generation. 


ALBRIGHT,  JOSEPH  J.,  Banker,  Machinist,  and 
.'j  Merchant,  was  born  at  Warwick,  Lancaster 
county,  Pennsylvania,  September  23d,  1S11. 

1 1 is  ancestors  were  of  German  origin,  while  his 
parents  were  in  humble  but  comfortable  circum- 
stances. In  his  fifth  year,  he  was  placed  in  the 
educational  establishment  known  as  Nazareth  Hall,  in 
Nazareth,  Northampton  county,  and,  upon  the  expiration 
of  his  course  of  studies,  learned  the  trade  of  tinsmith. 
Three  months  later,  he  engaged  in  business  in  this  Mora- 
vian village,  and  in  a short  time  secured  a remunerative 
and  thriving  trade.  He  continued  to  carry  on  this  business 
until  he  had  attained  his  mejority,  when  he  became  con- 
nected with  the  Oxford  Furnace,  in  New  Jersey,  as  assist- 
ant manager,  with  Henry  Jordan  & Co.  Subsequently,  he 
was  appointed  by  several  of  his  Moravian  brethren  to  su- 
perintend the  entire  management  of  an  extensive  manufac- 
turing establishment  known  as  the  Catharine  Furnace  and 
Forge,  situated  near  Nazareth.  At  this  date  it  was  in  great 
financial  embarrassment,  and  to  him  must  be  given  the 
credit  of  restoring  it  to  a prosperous  and  flourishing  con- 
dition. At  this  period,  and  in  this  institution,  he  introduced 
the  first  hot  blast  applied  to  the  manufacture  of  iron  in  the 
United  States,  and  brought  the  first  magnetic  ore  from  New 
Jersey  to  Pennsylvania.  This  ore,  purchased  from  Gover- 
nor Mahlon  Dickinson,  was  obtained  from  the  Succasunna 
mines,  and  sent  through  the  Morris  canal.  Three  years 
later,  he  purchased  at  sheriff’s  sale  the  Clarissa  Iron 
Works,  Ileinbock’s  Forge  and  Furnaces,  all  on  Acquin- 
chicola  creek,  near  the  Lehigh  Water  Gap,  Carbon  county, 
Pennsylvania.  He  then  engaged  actively  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  iron,  but  in  1841,  when  the  flood  of  the  Lehigh  and 
its  tributaries  destroyed  the  works  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  & 
Navigation  Company,  his  works  al  o were  completely  shat- 
tered and  devastated.  A year  subsequently,  however,  the 
forge  was  entirely  re-established,  and  he  again  resumed 
business.  A second  time  his  works  were  demolished,  on 
this  occasion  by  fire,  and  a second  time  were  rebuilt. 
When  these  were  completed,  he  named  them  the  Ashland 
Iron  Works.  In  1S44,  in  connection  with  Samuel  Sherrard 
and  Hon.  II.  D.  Maxwell,  he  purchased  an  extensive  tract 
of  land  and  furnaces  situated  near  the  Natural  Bridge, 
Virginia.  The  oppressive  tariff  then  in  vogue  preventing 
him  from  realizing  any  profit  on  iron,  and  having  been 
obliged  to  sell  pig-iron  at  ten  dollars  per  ton,  he  abandoned 
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III 0 Virginia  business,  and,  in  1S49,  returned  to  the  Ash- 
1 vnd  Iron  Works.  In  1S51,  he  was  solicited  by  the  Scran- 
tons  to  accept  an  important  position  in  the  service  of  the 
Delaware,  Lackawanna  N W.  Railroad  Company.  Ac- 
ceding to  their  offer,  lie  removed  to  Scranton,  and  as- 
sumed the  entire  control  of  this  company’s  coal  mines  and 
sales  of  coal.  In  this  capacity  he  continued  to  acc  for 
fifteen  years,  and  ably  fulfilled  the  arduous  duties  of  his 
office.  In  1S66,  he  became  connected  with  the  Delaware 
& Hudson  Canal  Company,  and  since  that  time  has  been 
regarded  by  his  employers  as  a trusty  and  invaluable  agent 
and  assistant.  The  Dickson  Manufacturing  Company,  of 
Scranton,  established  by  Thomas  Dickson,  President  of  the 
Canal  Company,  owes  its  existence  to  the  pressing  sugges- 
tions made  by  J.  f.  Albright,  in  1S56,  to  the  man  whose 
name  it  bears.  While  in  Scranton,  he  has  assisted 
materially  in  the  furtherance  of  public  improvements  and 
developments,  and  at  the  present  time  is  President  of  the 
First 'National  Hank,  and  also  President  of  the  Scranton 
Gas  and  Water  Company.  As  a religious  man,  he  is  con- 
nected with  the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  he  is  a 
zealous  and  influential  member,  lie  had  four  brothers, 
one  only  of  whom  is  living,  the  lion.  Thomas  J.  Albright, 
of  St.  I.ouis,  Missouri.  While  connected  with  the  Catha- 
rine Furnace,  he  met  with  David  Thomas,  of  Catasauqua, 
who  may  be  called  the  first  successful  manufacturer  of  pig- 
iron  made  with  antluacite  coal  in  the  United  States. 


f YER,  E.  REED,  Representative  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature from  liradford  county,  was  born  at  Myers- 
burg,  in  the  same  county,  Pennsylvania,  July 
25th,  1 3 18.  He  is  a son  of  William  Myer,  a 
prominent  citizen  of  that  section,  who,  with  his 
father,  Jacob  Myer,  left  Massachusetts  in  179S,  and 
two  years  later  settled  on  the  spot  where  his  son  still  resides. 
I lew  as  one  of  the  earliest  to  locate  in  the  county,  and,  at  the 
time  of  its  organization,  in  1S12,  became  one  of  its  first 
Commissioners.  At  a subsequent  period  he  served  in  the 
Legislature  for  one  term,  and  was  a man  widely  known  for 
his  public  spiritedness  and  intrinsic  worth.  The  son  was 
educated  primarily  in  the  common  school  of  the  district, 
but  when  sixteen  years  of  age  was  sent  to  the  academy  at 
Harford,  in  Susquehanna  county,  and  he  completed  his 
studies  at  Armenia  Seminary,  Dutchess  county,  New  York, 
in  1 S40,  and  then  returned  home.  In  1842,  his  father  died, 
and  he  thereupon  became  administrator  of  the  estate,  and 
subsequently  owner  of  the  homestead  which  still  continues 
in  his  possession.  He  has  always  manifested  a deep  i 
terest  in  the  political  questions  of  the  day,  and  was  from 
the  first  a warm  advocate  of  the  doctrines  of  the  old  Whig 
party,  as  enunciated  by  Henry  Clay.  In  both  1S45  and 
1846,  he  was  the  candidate  of  that  party  for  the  Stale  Legis- 
lature; but  although  he  ran  far  ahead  of  his  ticket,  yet 
62 


owing  to  the  preponderance  of  Democratic  votes  in  that 
district,  he  failed  to  be  elected.  In  1855,  he  was  Chairman 
of  the  Whig  County  Committee,  which  passed  resolutions 
of  such  a character  as  foreshadowed  the  foimation  of  the 
Republican  party.  He  was  a delegate  to  the  First  National 
Republican  Convention,  which  assembled  in  Pittsburgh, 
February  22d,  1856,  and  has  ever  since  steadfastly  adhered 
to  the  principles  of  that  political  organization.  In  the 
same  year,  he  was  elected  to  lire  Senate  of  the  State,  and 
served  for  the  three  years’  term  ending  in  1S59.  His  re- 
cord shows  him  to  have  been  a faithful  and  devoted  public 
servant,  always  attentive  both  to  the  interests  of  his  consti- 
tuents and  to  the  Commonwealth.  During  the  War  of  the 
Rebellion  lie  was  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Union,  and 
contributed  much  by  his  example  and  influence  to  further 
the  cause  of  the  National  Government.  He  was  appointed 
Surveyor  of  the  Customs  for  the  Port  and  District  of 
Philadelphia,  April  19th,  1S61,  by  President  Lincoln,  con- 
tinuing therein  throughout  the  whole  of  his  administration. 
He  was  re-commissioned  by  President  Johnson,  and  served 
in  that  office  until  1S67,  when  disapproving  of  the  policy  of 
the  President,  lie  resigned  the  position,  and  thereafter  lived 
in  retirement  until  1S72,  when  lie  was  elected  a Represen- 
tative in  the  lower  branch  of  the  State  Legislature,  ami 
took  his  seat  therein,  in  January,  1873.  I Ie  served  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means,  Counties  and 
Townships,  Corporations,  Ranks,  and  on  Manufactures. 
He  was  re-elected  a member  of  the  1 louse  in  the  fall  of  1 873  ; 
he  served  during  the  session  of  1874  as  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  besides  being  a member  of 
various  other  important  committees.  He  proved  himself  an 
efficient  and  industrious  legislator,  taking  part  in  the  various 
debates  in  the  House  during  the  session,  that  lie  deemed 
were  important ; not  for  the  mere  purpose  of  display,  but 
where  he  thought  a word  in  season  would  benefit  the  pub- 
lic weal.  He  opposed,  w ith  much  force,  the  Rill  to  “ Re- 
peal the  Usury  Laws  and  to  increase  the  Legal  Rate  of 
Interest,”  and  his  remarks  on  that  question,  delivered  Feb- 
ruary nth,  1S74,  which  contributed  not  a little  to  defeat  the 
measure,  have  been  printed  in  pamphlet  form  for  circulation. 
He  was  married,  June  9th,  1847,  to  Mary  Frances,  daughter 
of  Richard  E.  Cochran,  M.  D.,  of  Columbia,  Pennsylvania. 


P.As 

OLLE,  AUGUSTUS,  Merchant,  was  born  at 
Nazareth,  Pennsylvania,  September  8th,  1821. 
Ilis  ancestors  for  two  generations  have  been 
conspicuously  associated  with  the  history  of  the 
Moravian  Society  at  I’elhlehem.  Peter  Welle, 
born  November  6th,  1745,  was  a Moravian  mis- 
sionary from  Ilerrnhut,  Saxony,  in  Germany,  who  was 
stationed  at  the  Islands  of  St.  Thomas,  St.  John’s,  and  St. 
Croix,  in  the  West  Indies.  His  surviving  children,  who 
all  ultimately  emigrated  to  the  United  States  and  settled  in 
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Bethlehem,  arc  men  of  prominence.  The  Eight  Rev.  Peter 
Wolle  was  for  a long  time  senior  Bishop  of  the  society  in 
America;  Jacob  was  for  many  years  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
Chief  Burgess,  and  a leading  member  of  the  Philharmonic 
Society  ; John  Frederick  became  a merchant,  and  for  twenty 
years  conducted  the  business  of  the  society  store  at  the 
corner  of  Main  and  Market  streets,  Bethlehem.  1 he  last 
named  married  Sabina,  daughter  of  Judge  William  Henry, 
of  Northampton  county,  and  was  the  father  of  Sylvester 
Wo’.le,  Treasurer  of  the  Moravian  Society  of  the  Northern 
Diocese  ; the  Rev.  Francis  Wolle,  Principal  of  the  Young 
Ladies’  Seminary;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Bishop  11.  A.  Shultz, 
and  Augustus  Wolle,  who  with  his  brothers  received  a 
thorough  education  at  the  schools  of  the  society.  In  1S35, 
Augustus  entered  the  co-operative  store,  superintended  by 
his  father,  and  continued  therein  as  a clerk  for  ten  years. 
In  1S45,  he  purchased  the  establishment  from  the  society, 
and  remained  its  sole  proprietor  until  1S53.  lie  then  asso- 
ciated in  partnership  with  Robert  P.  Krause,  since  deceased, 
and  James  II.  Wolle,  subsequently  admitting  also  Ambrose 
J.  Erwin.  The  business  was  conducted  under  the  name  of 
A.  Wolle  & Co.  until  1863,  when  the  name  of  the  firm  was 
changed  to  Wolle,  Krause  & Erwin.  Under  this  title  the 
trade  of  the  house  was  continued  up  to  1S70,  when  the 
senior  partner  retired.  During  the  thirty  five  years  of  his 
active  management,  the  business  of  the  store  increased  with 
great  rapidity,  and  its  ancient  rank  as  one  of  the  principal 
trading  houses  of  that  region  was  fully  sustained.  In  the 
midst  of  his  busy  career  as  a merchant,  Augustus  Wrolle 
found  time  to  conceive  and  develop  other  enterprises  of 
magnitude.  1 1 is  ventures  in  the  field  of  what  might  be 

called  speculation,  were  attended  with  unusual  success. 
As  early  as  1S37,  Francis  Wolle,  when  a clerk  with  his 
father,  invented  a machine  for  the  manufacture  of  paper 
bags,  which  was  secured  by  letters  patent  in  1S52.  To 
properly  place  this  invention  in  the  channels  which  would 
render  it  pecuniarily  profitable,  a vast  deal  of  energy  and  a 
lavish  expenditure  of  money  were  required.  The  necessary 
means  Augustus  Wolle  supplied  ; and  after  an  outlay  of 
£75,000  in  money,  much  of  it  being  spent  in  litigating  in- 
fringements on  the  patent,  the  right  was  disposed  of  for 
alniut  $200,000.  Eighteen  years  of  labor  and  anxiety,  the 
visiting  of  Paris  and  other  European  cities  for  the  purpose 
of  introducing  the  invention,  were  needed  to  effect  this 
result.  S.  E.  Petit,  the  inventor  of  the  most  important  im- 
provement on  the  machine,  contributed  equally,  in  his 
sphere,  with  the  brothers  Wolle,  to  its  ultimate  practical 
utilization  and  satisfactory  success.  Freed  from  the  vexa- 
tions attendant  upon  the  patent  business,  the  retired  mer- 
chant next  interested  himself  in  the  manufacture  of  iron. 
Having  been  a stockholder  in  the  Thomas  Iron  Com  pan  v 
of  1 lockend.uigua,  he  had  conceived  certain  original  ideas 
upon  the  subject.  These  he  proceeded,  in  1S57,  to  practi- 
cally work  out.  In  i860,  he,  in  co-operation  with  Charles 
I!.  Daniel  and  others,  founded  and  organized  an  iron  com- 


pany, locating  it  on  the  south  side  of  the  Lehigh,  at  Bethle- 
hem. He  bought  land  in  what  is  now  known  as  South 
Bethlehem,  and  by  his  individual  efforts,  succeeded  in  pro- 
curing capital  in  Philadelphia  and  at  home.  The  money 
was  raised  with  great  difficulty,  and  seemingly  dangerous 
risks  were  taken  in  venturing  upon  the  enterprise  with  com- 
paratively insufficient  capital.  lie  was  finally  enabled,  in 
i860,  to  establish  the  Bethlehem  Iron  Company,  already  the 
largest  works  of  the  kind  in  America,  and  promising  to 
become  the  most  extensive  and  complete  in  the  world.  The 
consummation  of  his  plans  in  regard  to  the  iron  company 
attained,  his  enterprising  spirit  prompted  him  to  other  great 
operations.  In  1S64,  his  attention  was  attracted  to  the 
slate  interests  of  Northampton  county.  His  first  move  in 
this  new  field  was  the  organization  of  the  Chapman  Slate 
Company;  this  proved  a decided  financial  success.  The 
same  year,  he  founded  the  Penn  Slate  Company,  pledging 
his  personal  responsibility  for  its  success.  This  venture 
nearly  proved  his  Waterloo;  the  company  encountered  such 
severe  financial  difficulties  and  losses,  that  it  was  obliged  to 
succumb.  Unwilling,  however,  to  acknowledge  defeat,  its 
captain  rallied  his  forces,  reorganized  his  company,  and 
it  is  now  in  full  and  successful  operation.  In  1S45,  he  was 
married  to  C.  E.  I.einbach,  of  Salem,  North  Carolina.  He 
has  ten  children  living,  of  whom  two,  Clarence  A.  and 
Francis  L.,  are  in  their  father’s  office.  He  is  a man  worthy 
to  be  called  remarkable.  With  a wonderfully  shrewd  power 
to  anticipate  the  wants  and  developments  of  the  future,  he 
unites  a sanguine  temperament  which  makes  him  seemingly 
blind  to  difficulties  that  would  dishearten  the  majority  of 
men.  With  all  this,  he  possesses  a tenacity  of  purpose  that 
is  confident,  however  often  baffled  on  the  way,  of  ultimately 
reaching  the  position  desired.  In  person  he  is  tall,  slender, 
and  of  active  nervous  manner  ; a true  type  of  the  enter- 
prising, indomitable  American. 


^OUGAL,  JAMES  S.,  M.  D.,  Physician,  was  born 
in  Cookstown,  Ireland,  October  5 1 h . 1794.  W hile 
this  country  was  a colony  of  England,  his  grand- 
father settled  here,  and  invested  largely  in  lands; 
owing  to  disturbances  created  by  the  Revolution, 
he  shortly  after  returned  to  the  mother  country. 
1 1 is  son,  a graduate  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  and  a 
physician- — the  father  of  the  present  Dr.  James  S.  Dougal— 
sailed  for  America  to  recover  possession  of  the  lands 
referred  to  above;  but  during  a violent  storm  at  sea  the 
titles  and  papers  were  lost,  and  thereby  the  object  of  the 
journey  was  frustrated,  and  he  returned  to  his  native 
country.  Again  returning  to  America,  the  reputation  of 
Dr.  Priestley,  who  had  tied  from  persecution  in  England, 
and  settled  in  Northumberland  county,  attracted  him 
thither;  and,  through  the  influence  of  this  eminent  man,  he 
was  induced  to  reside  in  a neighboring  region.  1 1 is  w ife 
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and  Uvo  children,  including  James  S.,  soon  after  came  from 
Ireland  and  joined  him  at  that  place.  Janies  was,  for  a 
lime,  placed  under  the  tuition  of  Rev.  Thomas  Hood,  of 
Buffalo  Valley,  Pennsylvania.  He  studied  also  in  the 
Preparatory  Department  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
and,  in  1817,  received  from  this  institution  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine.  While  pursuing  his  studies,  the  war 
of  1 S 1 2 occurred.  The  British  had  already  conquered  and 
burnt  Washington,  and  made  an  attack  upon  Baltimore, 
and  it  was  believed  that  they  purposed  a descent  upon 
Philadelphia.  At  this  juncture,  he  abandoned  his  books 
and  experiments,  and  joined  a volunteer  company  enlisted 
for  the  service  of  the  United  States.  At  the  expiration  of 
three  months,  the  e nergcncy  was  past,  and  he  returned  to 
the  University,  lie  then  began  the  practice  of  medicine  in 
connection  with  his  father,  at  Milton,  Pennsylvania;  and, 
with  the  exception  of  the  retirement  forced  upon  him  by 
the  growing  infirmities  of  age,  has  been  actively  engaged  in 
it  from  that  time  forward  to  the  present  year.  At  the 
beginning  of  his  professional  life  the  country,  in  comparison 
with  what  it  is  now,  was  wild,  uncultured,  and  but  thinly 
settled  and  populated.  No  railroads  then  traversed  the 
country;  and,  when  large,  a physician’s  practice  brought 
with  it  arduous  labor  and  great  responsibility.  1 1 is  was 
one  of  the  most  extensive  in  that  part  of  the  State,  and  em- 
braced a circuit  of  more  than  fifty  miles  ; while  within  that 
area  he  was  placed  by  all  in  the  foremost  rank  of  his  pro- 
fession. Frequent  (applications  came  to  him  for  consulta- 
tion with  other  physicians,  and  he  became  the  preceptor  to 
a large  number  of  students  of  medicine.  Among  the  latter 
may  be  mentioned  Dr.  Pollock,  of  Williamsport,  Dr. 
Priestley,  of  Northumberland,  and  Dr.  Thomas  Lyon,  of 
Williamsport.  He  was  married,  July  3d,  1S18,  to  Sarah 
Pollock,  a sister  of  Governor  Pollock,  and  has  a family 
consisting  of  eight  children.  One  of  his  sons  is  a member 
of  the  firm  of  Murray,  Doug.nl  & Company,  extensive  cat- 
manufacturers  at  Milton;  another  is  a physician  in  success- 
ful practice,  and  is  everywhere  admired  and  esteemed  as  a 
learned  and  honorable  practitioner. 


/-4’"URRV,  REV.  J.  WILSON,  was  born  in  Hunting- 
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don,  Pennsylvania,  September  25th,  1S31.  1 1 is 

grandfather  was  a participator  in  the  siege  of  the 
city  of  Londonderry,  Ireland;  his  mother  was 
from  Scotland,  and  emigrated  to  this  country 
when  in  her  eighteenth  year,  and,  in  Boston, 
Massachusetts,  became  acquainted  with  William  Curry,  to 
whom  she  was  subsequently  married  in  that  place.  1 1 is 
father  arrived  in  the  United  States  in  1S1S,  and,  after  a 
short  residence  in  Boston,  removed  to  Huntingdon,  Penn- 
sylvania. Being  in  comparatively  poor  circumstances,  he 
was  unable  to  afford  to  his  son  that  thorough  education  to 
which  he  had  aspired.  However,  the  youth  bee  line,  when 


nineteen,  an  inmate  of  the  Pine  Grove  Academy,  whence 
he  entered  Casseville  Seminary  in  order  to  study  for  the 
church.  Subsequently  he  taught  school  at  T relight  Creek 
Valley,  and  while  thus  occupied,  was  licensed  as  an  cx- 
horter  in  the  Methodist  Church  by  Dr.  Clark  ; later,  he  was 
appointed  to  the  Shellsburg  circuit,  under  Rev.  John  A. 
Collins,  presiding  elder.  Entering  the  theological  school, 
through  which  all  young  ministers  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  must  pass,  he  entered  upon  a four  years’  course, 
graduating  finally  in  theology.  He  had,  during  ten  years, 
travelled  as  Itinerant,  when  the  Rebellion  broke  out,  where- 
upon he  enlisted -as  the  first  Volunteer  Chaplain  in  the 
United  Stales  ; assisted  in  raising  a regiment,  and  partici- 
pated i:i  the  first  battle  on  Briar  Mountain.  June  2S1I1, 
1S61,  he  was  commissioned  by  Governor  Pierpont,  Chaplain 
of  the  3d  Virginia  Regiment.  Later,  he  held  the  rank  of 
Captain  of  Cavalry;  participated  in  the  battles  of  Cross 
Keys,  Brandy  Station,  Culpepper  Court  House,  Antietam, 
and  Mine  Run;  and,  for  meritorious  conduct,  was  presented 
by  the  Legislature  of  West  Virginia  with  a superb  medal 
representing  on  the  obverse  the  West  Virginia  Coat-of-arms, 
and  on  the  reverse,  “ Presented  by  the  State  of  West  Vir- 
ginia.” On  the  entablature  is  engraved,  “ Honorably  Dis- 
charged.” After  three  years’  active  service,  he  returned  to 
his  home,  but  so  seriously  had  his  health  been  impaired  by 
exposure  while  battling  for  the  Union,  that  he  was  unable 
to  pursue  his  regular  calling.  Accordingly,  he  engaged  in 
mercantile  pursuits,  but  soon  after  was  elected  to  the  Con- 
stitutional Convention  of  Pennsylvania  to  revise  the  organic 
law.  lie  was  afterward  elected  to  represent  the  counties 
of  Blair,  Somerset,  Fullham,  and  Bedford.  January  16th, 
1873,  he  " 'as  elected,  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  Convention, 
to  the  Chaplaincy;  he  has  also  served  two  years  in  the  City 
Council  at  Altoona,  Pennsylvania  ; and,  while  in  the  Con- 
vention, was  a member  of  the  Committees  on  Legislation, 
Agriculture,  Mining,  Manufactures,  and  Commerce.  lie 
came  to  Altoona,  April  1st,  1864,  and  has  continued  to 
reside  there  up  to  the  present  time.  He  was  married, 
March  19th,  1857,  to  Elizabeth  Barndollar,  daughter  of 
James  W.  Barndollar,  of  Bedford,  a well-known  and  worthy 
merchant. 


ISNER,  RENSSELAER  J.,  Machinist,  was  born 
in  Warwick,  Orange  county,  New  York,  March 
2il,  i860.  Up  to  his  twenty-third  year,  he  was 
C77'7cr.  engaged  on  a farm  in  his  birthplace,  attending 
c,  school  in  winter,  and  in  summer  employed  as  a 

farm  hand.  He  then  removed  to  Troy,  New 
York,  and  entered  the  dry  goods  business,  a pursuit  in 
which  he  continued  until  1S4S;  during  this  time,  he  was 
three  years  in  Troy  and  two  years  in  Binghampton.  Re- 
moving to  Piltston,  then  a small  place  containing  less  than 
four  hundred  inhabitants,  he  occupied  himself  in  the  gene- 
ral mercantile  and  forwarding  trade  until  1857.  At  this 
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date  lie  purchased  the  foundry  and  machine  shop  of  W. 
Stevens,  in  I’ittston,  and  carried  on  that  business  until  1864, 
when  his  establishment  was  entirely  destroyed  by  lire.  At 
once  he  erected  another  establishment  in  West  Pittston, 
which  lies  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  from  his  former 
location.  This  building  is  240  by  50  feet,  with  a wing  50 
by  50  feet,  and  all  necessary  outbuildings  requisite  to  carry 
on  a business  employing  about  sixty  hands,  and  engaged 
principally  in  the  manufacture  of  mining  machinery.  In 
1S53,  he,  in  connection  with  other  capitalists,  purchased  a 
tract  of  160  acres  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Susquehanna 
directly  opposite  Piltston,  and  here  laid  out  the  town  of 
West  Pittston  ; a place  which  now  numbers  over  two  thou- 
sand inhabitants,  and  of  which  he  may  be  called  the  pro- 
jector and  founder.  This  site  is  a charming  spot,  occupied 
almost  entirely  by  the  handsome  residences  of  the  leading 
business  men  of  Pittston,  the  only  exception  being  the 
machine  works  of  its  originator;  and  there  are  two  substan- 
tial bridge  connections  joining  the  old  town  and  the  new. 
'Pile  streets  are  regularly  laid  out,  and  are  wide,  with  spa- 
cious sidewalks,  while  abundant  gaslights,  and  an  unfailing 
supply  of  water  are  not  among  the  least  important  of  the 
comforts  attached  to  this  new  site.  The  building  up  and 
successful  establishment  of  West  Pittston  is  due  chiefly  to 
his  exertions  and  perseverance,  and  it  is  an  enterprise  which 
reflects  upon  him  the  greatest  credit.  lie  has  been  Burgess 
of  the  town,  a position  to  which  he  was  appointed  without 
any  solicitation  on  his  part,  as  he  is  noted  for  his  aversion 
to  participate  in  political  movements,  or  to  render  himself 
prominent  before  the  public.  In  1S53,  he  was  married  to 
Anna  L.  Johnson,  daughter  of  Sylvester  Johnson,  of  Dun- 
daff,  Pennsylvania.  She  dying  in  1862,  he  was  again 
married,  in  1S63,  to  Margaret  Falls,  daughter  of  W.  A. 
Falls,  of  New  York  city.  To  men  of  this  stamp  our  country 
is  largely  indebted  for  its  thriving  industries  and  marvellous 
developments;  for  its  countless  able  mechanics  who,  in- 
duced to  emigrate  from  the  old  world  by  the  prospects  of 
steady  employment  and  remunerative  wages,  form  eminently 
useful  and  desirable  portions  of  our  active  and  working 
population. 


TRONG,  THEODORE,  Machinist  and  Banker, 
_ was  born  in  Somers,  Connecticut,  January  25th, 
(j  1820.  II  is  father  was  Rev.  W.  L.  Strong,  a 

Congregational  clergyman  of  Connecticut.  lie 
received  a general  and  thorough  education  in  the 
Bacon  Academy,  and  in  the  Geneva  Lyceum  of 
New  York  State.  Subsequently,  he  acted  in  the  capacity 
of  teacher  in  Lyme  Academy,  opposite  Saybrooke,  Con- 
necticut; and  in  the  Quaker  Boarding  School  of  Burlington, 
New  Jersey.  In  1843,  he  removed  to  Pittston,  and  en- 
gaging  in  mercantile  pursuits,  connected  himself  with  the 
Butler  Coal  Company,  the  only  coal  company  then  in  opera- 
tion at  the  place.  lie  afterward  became  Superintendent 


of  the  mercantile  department  of  this  establishment,  and  held 
that  position  for  nearly  five  years.  After  an  absence  of  one 
year  from  Pittston,  he  returned  in  1S50,  and  occupied  him- 
self with  land  and  coal  operations.  In  connection  with 
others,  he  was  at  one  time  the  owner  of  2000  acres  of  coal 
•lands,  the  whole  of  West  Pittston,  Tleasant  Valley,  and 
various  other  points.  In  1S56,  he  built  a large  steam  flour 
mill,  which  he  managed  personally  during  six  years,  then 
leased  it  to  others  for  a term  of  three  years.  In  1867,  he 
went  abroad,  and  remained  in  Europe  for  a time.  At  the 
first  election  of  Grant,  he  was  the  Republican  candidate  cn 
the  ticket  of  the  Twelfth  Congressional  District,  composed 
of  Luzerne  and  Susquehanna  counties.  1 1 is  opponent  was 
Judge  Woodward;  and  though  not  elected,  he  reduced 
greatly  the  average  Democratic  majority.  He  was  one  of 
the  organizers  of  the  First  National  Bank,  and  as  President 
of  that  institution,  has,  during  the  past  five  years,  given  to 
it  his  entire  time  and  attention.  In  1S72,  he  was  a member 
of  the  Electoral  College,  and  throughout  his  public  life  has 
always  been  an  active  and  determined  ally  of  the  Repub- 
lican party.  At  present,  he  is  connected  with  the  foundry 
and  machine  shop  in  West  Pittston,  as  the  partner  of  R.  J. 
Wisilcr  ; is  President  of  the  Pittston  Depot  Bridge  Company, 
connecting  Pittston  with  West  Pittston;  and  has  been  for 
several  years  a Director  of  the  Lackawanna  & Bloomsburg 
Railroad,  now  owned  by  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & 
Western  Railroad  Company.  In  1S54,  he  was  married  to 
Mary  Benedict  Hudson,  of  New  York;  and  later  was  mar- 
ried for  the  second  time  to  Elizabeth  D.  \\  ilson,  of  Pine 
Plains,  Dutchess  county,  New  York.  1 1 is  brother  is  Judge 
Strong,  well  known  for  his  varied  attainments,  his  learning, 
and  his  ability.  As  a developer  of  the  resources  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, great  credit  must  be  awarded  to  him.  It  is  through 
the  agency  of  men  of  his  nature  and  energy,  that  the 
mineral  and  agricultural  interests  of  our  country  are  for- 
warded and  expanded. 


I' 


OSTER,  WILLIAM  EMILE,  Soldier  and  Law- 
yer, seventh  son  of  Lewis  and  Pauline  Doster, 
was  born  at  Bethlehem,  Pennsylvania,  January 
8th,  1837.  Ilis  father  was  a native  cf  Nieder- 
hofen,  near  Ileilbroner,  in  Wurtemberg,  Ger- 
many, and  emigrated  to  America  in  1817,  and 
settled  in  Bethlehem;  here  he  married,  in  1826,  Pauline, 
daughter  of  Matthew  and  Maria  Eggert,  leading  Moravians. 
In  1837,  he  leased  from  the  Moravian  Society  their  co- 
operative woollen  mill,  and  five  years  later  purchased  the 
establishment.  In  1S57,  he  built  the  extensive  Moravian 
Woollen  Mills,  which  were  totally  destroyed  by  fire  in 
1S62.  He  also  dealt  largely  in  lumber,  and  acquired  con- 
siderable fortune.  lie  died  May  30th,  1S60,  aged  sixty-four 
years;  his  wife,  Pauline,  still  survives.  William  received 
his  preliminary  education  at  the  schools  of  the  Moravian 
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Church  in  his  native  town,  completed  his  preparatory  course 
under  the  preceptorship  of  Professor  15.  Vankirk,  and  grad- 
uated at  Yale  College,  New  Ilaven,  Connecticut,  in  the 
class  of  1S57.  In  his  Junior  year  he  took  the  Latin  prize 
for  prose  composition,  and  in  his  Senior  year  the  Livonian 
Valedictory.  Deciding  upon  the  adoption  of  the  legal 
profession,  he  pursued  his  studies  with  that  view  at  the  Law 
School  at  Yale,  and  afterwards  under  the  tuition  of  Gover- 
nor A.  II.  Reeder,  of  Easton,  Pennsylvania.  I11  1S59,  he 
graduated  at  the  Harvard  Law  School,  when  he  was  chosen 
to  deliver  the  elass  oration.  The  same  year  he  sailed  for 
Europe,  visited  his  relatives  in  Germany,  and  continued 
the  study  of  civil  law  at  the  Universities  of  Ileidellnirg  and 
Paris.  Returning  to  this  country  upon  the  death  of  his  father, 
he  was  professionally  engaged  in  Philadelphia  when  the 
commencement  of  the  Civil  War  changed,  for  a time,  the 
current  of  his  life.  Responding  with  alacrity  to  his  country’s 
call  for  aid,  he  recruited  a company  at  Bethlehem,  and,  on 
August  15th,  1S61,  was  mustered  into  the  United  States 
service  as  Captain  of  Company  “ A,”  4th  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry.  On  October  iSth  of  the  same  year,  lie  was  pro- 
moted to  the  Majority  of  his  regiment,  and  the  December 
following  was  assigned  to  an  independant  command  of  the 
cavalry  attached  to  Keys’  Division  of  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac. In  February,  1S62,  he  was  placed  in  command  of 
the  mounted  Provost  Guard  of  Washington  City,  and,  after 
the  departure  of  the  army  under  General  McClellan,  was 
appointed  Provost-Marshal  of  the  Capital  and  of  the  Mili- 
tary District  of  Washington.  In  this  position  his  duties 
were  most  important  and  of  the  highest  responsibility,  his 
lines  extending  from  Washington  City  to  the  mouth  of 
Chesapeake  Bay.  He  was  necessarily  invested  with  almost 
unlimited  power,  which,  however,  be  exercised  with  mode- 
ration and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  citizens  of  Washington 
and  Georgetown,  as  well  as  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary 
of  War,  to  whom  he  was  directly  responsible.  After  one 
year  of  this  arduous,  thankless  and  really  unpleasant  duty, 
he  requested  permission  to  rejoin  his  regiment,  which  was 
granted.  In  October,  1S62,  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and,  in  March,  1S63,  he  assumed 
command  of  the  4th  Cavalry,  then  attached  to  the  2d  Bri- 
gade, 2d  Division,  Cavalry  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
Following  the  fortunes  of  that  army,  he  served  successively 
under  Generals  Avcrill,  Kilpatrick,  Duffle,  Gregg  and 
Pleasanton.  He  participated  in  Stoncman’s  raid,  during 
which  he  commanded  the  2d  Brigade,  and  in  the  cavalry 
actions  of  Kelly’s  Ford,  Beverly  Ford,  Bealton,  Rapidan, 
Rappahannock  Station,  Brandy  Station,  Chaneellorsville, 
Aldie,  Middleburg,  Snicker’s  flap,  Shepperdslown,  Gettys- 
burg and  many  others;  at  Middleburg  be  was  taken  and 
held  for  a short  time  a prisoner,  but  succeeded  in  escaping 
and  rejoined  his  command.  Prior  to  the  battle  of  Gettys- 
burg his  regiment  was  for  a week  daily  in  action,  and,  on 
July  5th,  it  was  the  first  to  enter  Gettysburg,  tear  down  the 
barricades  and  pursue  the  retreating  enemy.  On  this  march 
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the  41I1  Cavalry  captured  about  500  prisoners,  and  was  it- 
self reduced  from  500  to  27  mounted  men.  On  the  return 
of  the  army  to  the  Rappahannock,  Colonel  Doster  was  pros- 
trated with  malarious  fever,  and  while  in  the  hospital  re- 
ceived orders  transferring  him  to  the  5th  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry,  but  his  health  continuing  critical,  he  requested 
leave  of  absence,  and  resigned  in  December,  1863.  In 
March,  1S65,  he  was  brevetted  Brigadier-General  United 
States  Volunteers,  for  “gallant  and  meritorious  services 
during  the  war.”  In  May,  1 S6 5 , he  was  appointed  by  the. 
Government  counsel  for  the  prisoners  Payne  and  Atzcrodt 
at  the  “Conspiracy  Trial.”  In  September 'of  the  same 
year,  he  returned  to  his  native  county  and  began  the  prac- 
tice of  law  at  Easton,  where  he  still  resides.  At  the  same 
time  he  associated  himself  with  I).  I.  Godshalk  in  founding 
the  Bethlehem  'limes,  of  which  he  continued  one  of  the 
editors  until  1S67.  He  took  a most  active  part  in  the  or- 
ganization of  the  New  Street  Bridge  Company  of  Bethle- 
hem, and  to  his  influence  it  is  greatly  indebted  for  its  success. 
In  June,  1867,  he  was  appointed  Register  in  Bankruptcy 
of  the  Eleventh  Congressional  District  of  Pennsylvania, 
which  position  lie  still  holds.  In  August  of  the  same  year, 
he  rvas  .married  to  Evelyn  A.,  daughter  of  E.  A.  Depew 
of  Easton.  In  1870,  he  built  a residence  on  land  adjoining 
his  father’s  homestead,  and  there  resides.  He  has  one  son 
living  to  inherit  the  honors  which  he  has  so  nobly  earned. 
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INTON,  WILLIAM  W.,  Merchant  and  Banker, 
was  born  at  Butternuts,  Otsego  county,  New 
^ York,  January  29th,  1S15.  His  parents  were 
Andrew  Winton  and  Fannie  (Glover)  Winton, 
of  Connecticut.  When  sixteen  years  of  age,  his 
family  removed  to  Scranton,  then  known  as  Pro- 
vidence. Here,  during  three  years,  he  was  engaged  in 
teaching  school,  and  subsequently  wms  employed  in  the 
same  capacity  at  Danville,  Pennsylvania.  In  1S42,  he  en- 
tered into  business,  and  opened  a general  store  for  produce 
and  merchandise  of  all  kinds  in  Abington,  Luzerne  county, 
Pennsylvania.  During  eight  years  he  carried  on  a thriving 
and  prosperous  trade;  but  deeming  the  area  of  his  pursuits 
too  limited,  he  removed  to  New  York,  and,  in  1850,  in 
connection  with  Mr.  Rockwell,  engaged  in  the  hat,  cap  and 
straw  .goods  business,  in  Cortlandt  street,  opposite  the  old 
Merchants’  Hotel.  , In  the  beginning  his  trade  was  natu- 
rally very  small  and  limited,  but  later  it  assumed  the  pro- 
portion of  a half  million  per  annum.  At  the  expiration  of 
five  years,  in  1S56,  just  previous  to  the  great  panic,  the 
partners  decided  to  retire  from  this  business,  and  the  af- 
fairs of  the  establishment  were  brought  to  a satisfactory 
close.  William  Winton  then  returned  to  Scranton,  and  oc- 
cupied himself  principally  in  canal  operations,  with  Several 
of  which  he  is  extensively  connected  at  the  present  time, 
and  from  which  he  is  constantly  realizing  large  profits.  T11 
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1864,  he  became  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Second  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Scranton.  Of  this  now  well-known  institu- 
tion he  was  chosen  President,  and  still  occupies  that  im- 
portant and  honorable  position.  In  1S70,  he  obtained  a 
charter  and  organized  the  Scranton  Savings  and  Trust  Com- 
pany, which  is  the  largest  institution  of  its  kind  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  State,  having  deposits  that  run  annually  con- 
siderably over  one  million  of  dollars.  In  1873,  ever  inde- 
fatigable, he  organized  the  Miners’  Savings  Bank  and  Trust 
Company,  at  Providence,  which  is  on  the  outskirts  of 
Scranton,  and  where  he  resides.  Of  this  bank  lie  is  Director, 
and  works  constantly  and  arduously  to  further  its  interests, 
and  benefit  all  therein  interested.  Finally,  he  is  one  of 
the  most  important  and  heaviest  coal  operators  in  the  valley; 
or,  in  other  words,  he  is  the  largest  owner  of  coal  lands, 
and  leases  them  to  parties  for  mining  purposes.  One  of 
these  leases  alone  pays  him  a royalty  of  seventy-five  thou- 
sand (75,000)  dollars  per  annum,  and  many  others  yield 
approximately  large  returns.  In  1835,  he  was  married  to 
Catherine  lleermans,  whose  family  was  originally  from 
Connecticut,  lie  is  a man  of  indomitable  energy  and  per- 
sistency of  purpose;  is,  after  mature  deliberation,  prompt 
and  decided,  and  has  never  devoted  his  time  and  attention 
to  any  business,  investment,  or  speculation  which  has  not, 
sooner  or  later,  been  enduringly  successful. 


IjOI.PII,  EDWARD,  Merchant,  was  born  in  the 
township  of  Blakely,  Luzerne  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, about  five  miles  from  Scranton,  December 
1 6th,  1814.  1 1 is  father,  Alexander  Dolph,  was 

one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  the  valley,  and  was 
highly  esteemed  by  his  friends  and  neighbors. 
1 1 is  mother,  Susanna  London,  belonged  to  an  old  English 
family  who,  when  arrived  in  this  country,  settled  originally 
in  the  vicinity  of  Cape  May,  New  Jersey.  In  early  life, 
few  opportunities  were  presented  to  him  for  acquiring  that 
thorough  education  for  which  he  had  ever  nourished  an  ar- 
dent desire.  Owing  to  surrounding  circumstances  he  was 
able  to  attend  school  but  a few  months  during  each  winter, 
while  the  rest  of  his  time  was  fully  occupied  in  laboring 
on  a farm.  Agricultural  life  engaged  his  attention  solely 
until  he  had  attained  his  twenty-seventh  year,  when  his  ser- 
vices were  sought  for  by  the  County  Commissioners,  and 
he  abandoned  farm  work  to  take  a position  as  clerk  in  their 
office  at  \\  ilkesbarre.  In  this  capacity  he  served  creditably 
for  three  years,  and  was  then  engaged  as  a clerk  for  one 
year  in  the  office  of  the  Recorder.  After  leaving  this  posi- 
tion, he  engaged  in  the  lumber  trade.  As  the  railroad  was 
then  in  process  of  construction  through  this  section  of  the 
State,  he  shrewdly  judged  that  ultimately  there  would  arise 
a demand  for  timber.  Acting  promptly  on  this  thought,  he 
invested  largely  in  lumber,  and  eventually  supplied  the 
road  with  great  quantities  of  joists,  sleepcis  and  miscel- 


laneous timber.  On  that  occasion  he  realized  handsome 
returns,  and  thereafter  continued  to  carry  on  this  trade  for 
more  than  twenty  years.  At  the  expiration  of  this  lengthy 
period,  he  leased  his  timber  lands,  and  since  has  been 
actively  engaged  in  mining  operations,  real  estate,  and  com- 
mission business.  In  connection  with  other  capitalists,  lie 
is  interested  in  the  copper  and  silver  ore  districts  of  the 
Lake  Superior  country;  and  has  formed  a company  known 
as  the  “ Scranton  Silver  Mining  Company,”  whose  lands 
lie  about  one  mile  and  a half  from  the  lake  shore.  Though 
not  as  yet  thoroughly  developed,  these  regions  give  abun- 
dant evidence  and  promise  of  future  large  returns  in  cop- 
per and  silver  ores.  lie  is  also  largely  interested  in  ex- 
tensive tracts  of  lumber  land  situated  in  Randolph  county, 
Virginia,  in  which  it  is  confidently  believed  there  are  large 
and  rich  coal  deposits,  and  considerable  iron  and  marble. 
In  1S45,  he  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Wadhams,  whose 
family  was  among  the  early  settlers  of  Plymouth,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  is  now  surrounded  by  a pleasant  and  thriving 
progeny.  In  manners,  he  i-.  unaffected  and  retiring,  cour- 
teous in  his  demeanor  to  rich  and  poor,  and  generous 
to  the  needy  and  deserving. 


c- 


fl 

g(. 

vV 


LY,  THEODORE  N.,  Engineer,  was  born  in 
Watertown,  New  York,  June  23d,  1846.  Ills 
father  was  Adine  Ely,  who  was  born  in  Lyme, 
Connecticut,  whence  he  removed  to  Watertown, 
New  York,  where  he  resided  until  his  decease. 
1 1 is  education  he  received  at  Rensselaer  Poly- 
technic Institute,  of  Trov,  New  York,  and,  in  1866,  he 
graduated  as  Civil  Engineer.  During  one  year  he  was  em- 
ployed at  the  Fort  Pitt  Foundry  in  Pittsburgh,  also  one 
year  assisted  in  mining  coal  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
Monongahela  river.  From  June,  1868,  to  July,  1S69,  he 
was  Assi  taut  Engineer  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Erie  Rail- 
road Company,  residing  meanwhile  at  Erie,  Pennsylvania. 
From  July,  1869,  to  June,  1870,  he  was  appointed  Super- 
intendent of  the  Middle  Division  of  this  road,  residing 
meanwhile  at  Renovo,  Pennsylvania.  From  fune,  1S70,  to 
March,  1873,  he  acted  as  Assistant  Superintendent  under 
the  same  employ,  residing  meanwhile  at  Erie,  Pennsyl- 
vania. From  March,  1S73,  to  July,  1874,  he  filled  the  post  of 
Superintendent  of  the  Motive  Power,  having  his  residence 
at  Erie  until  October,  1873,  and  afterwards  at  Williams- 
port, Pennsylvania,  until  July,  1874.  This  latter  position 
he  still  holds,  supervising  the  arrangements  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad  between  Pittsburgh  and  New  York,  and  on 
all  its  branches.  lie  was  married,  May  19th,  1S74,  at 
Erie,  Pennsylvania,  to  Henrietta  Braudes,  daughter  of 
Charles  Iirandes,  M.  D.  He  i->  a man  possessed  of  a 
vigorous  and  enterprising  nature,  and  is  highly  esteemed 
for  his  ability,  his  sagacity,  and  a deportment  which  is  at 
once  pleasing  and  determined. 


no:  to  j . '.>0  a 5 M'M 


lOtbrutd  b aii  <10^  >5f>  tfl'O'  ' t ffi u • •••*!. 

I ^.|i)  , ,J  ! -jUilil  • • ■ ’ ■ C •'  ' '• 

, !•  liti  -r  1 ' >««oa  i!  t i<!<;'"* T w 


Jk*r'  • . !•  ••• 


M , v X 8/  U .M-  t Oft  'i  /'  ■'  y'  "l"1  ■ 

; m'\  .fifc  ':[  :r  ■ Vt  I " : ''4  I >i  - '»>'  ; •' 

I ' ) . ■'!.  ! 1 ' " ‘ 

I ! ,m-.i  tr.wKK.  t • 


rfO!  taOUft'S  ■ 

■ 

; ' ' It. ' ■ 1 UthlfV.Jtn  t 

l,nl  innviwA  in  b 1.;  -nt  ;;•;*(  ; 

■ fill,  ‘ 1 , ' ■'!  : 

, ..  , !>■  Hit  f;1;  1 .i  O'l , . I «ito  ui : i ' 

. ,1  . i o /lift  itOl  !.  In  )'  I>t" 

■ ■ , r.  1 f #i!W  i I i ■ id  *t;  Sin  j 

, ; .*>>  fwiti  **te 

.-I  n'  % 

\ . yj  ’-fflu:  ■ ji.  jjt.;  ' . • ••  >■  *>M«  i i< 


a;,  |.  ..  ,v:fi  . 

. 

n , : oft  :ij,w!v>'  v:  ■ -'is1  ;l 

, ,1  , • ' I,:-  >I'!I  .1  'll'1  i ‘ 

ni  i -if-  , :Vot>  i r.v  »iiv: 

'r  . "V4  ul-1  ' 1 v '( 

O ! 1 ' 

, , 1 ■ ■ : ■ ■ ; ■■! 


1JI0GRAPIIICAI.  ENCYCLOP/EDIA. 


495 
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•>  E N U E S,  CHARE  E S,  Lawyer,  was  bom 


Prussia. 


Shrewsbury,  York  county,  Pennsylvania,  August 
2S1I1,  1S23.  His  father,  Charles  Demies,  was  a 
well-known  fanner  and  practical  gunsmith  of 
that  township.  His  mother  was  the  daughter 
of  a prominent  organist  and  music  teacher  in 
Roth  of  bis  parents  were  of  German  descent, 
having  come  from  one  of  the  provinces  bordering  on  the 
Rhine.  1 1 is  early  education  was  limited,  consisting  in 
what  he  could  acquire  by  means  of  a term  of  less  than  nine 
months  passed  in  the  common  schools  of  his  birthplace. 
NYhen  in  his  thirteenth  year,  he  removed  to  Lancaster,  and 
was  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  powder-horns.  For- 
saking this  trade,  three  years  later,  he  went  to  York,  York 
county,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  entered  the  cabinet  shop 
of  Captain  Hay.  At  the  expiration  of  one  year,  he  re- 
moved thence,  and,  returning  to  Lancaster,  engaged  in 
general  employments.  While  here,  he  connected  himself 
with  a volunteer  artillery  company,  and  upon  one  occasion, 
while  exercising  the  guns,  lost  his  light  hand  by  the  pre- 
mature explosion  of  the  piece  of  which  he  was  gunner. 
Turning  his  attention  to  study,  he  applied  himself  diligently 
for  three  years  to  the  pursuit  of  the  particular  branches  in 
which  he  desired  to  become  proficient.  In  1843,  he 
entered  the  law  office  of  the  late  Thaddeus  Stevens,  and, 
afler  a rigid  course  of  study  and  reading,  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1S45.  Immediately  beginning  the  practice  of 
his  profession  in  Lancaster,  he  soon  acquired  a promising 
clientage;  later,  he  removed  to  Yolk,  and,  in  1S46,  was 
admitted  to  tho  bar  of  York  county,  on  motion  of  Thaddeus 
Stevens.  A year  later,  he  moved  to  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin, 
where  he  soon  obtained  a large  and  lucrative  practice;  but, 
being  attacked  there  by  chills  and  fever,  he  was  obliged  to 
return  to  the  East,  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Lancaster, 
May  1st,  184S.  In  the  following  October,  he  occupied 
himself  in  teaching  school  at  Soudersburg,  near  Lancaster, 
where  he  remained  for  one  year,  then  taking  charge  of  a 
school  at  Mabel  Grove,  near  New  Holland.  Three  years 
later,  he  was  appointed  Principal  of  the  New  Holland 
High  School,  and  subsequently.  Principal  of  the  Central 
Graded  School,  at  M illcrsville,  Lancaster.  Here  he  re- 
mained nine  years,  and  met  with  great  success.  While 
teaching  in  this  latter  place,  he  was  elected  Justice  of  the 
Peace;  resigning  this  position  after  a short  but  creditable 
experience,  he  commenced  the  study  of  divinity-  under  the 
tutorship  of  Rev.  l)r.  Harhaugh,  and  completed  his  course 
under  Rev.  Dr.  E.  B.  Gerhart,  lie  was  then  examined, 
and  licensed  to  preach  at  1 lummelstown.  Dauphin  county, 
where  he  delivered  his  (list  sermon  while  still  acting  as  a 
teacher.  During  six  months  he  occupied  the  pulpit  of  the 
Reformed  Church,  at  Columbia.  In  1S62,  he  organized  a 
company  of  soldiers,  and  on  the  121I1  of  August  of  that 
year  was  mustered  into  service  as  Captain  of  Company  E, 
of  the  135th  Regiment  of  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  lie 
served  iu  this  capacity  until  the  expiration  of  the  term  for 


which  the  company  had  been  enlisted.  During  that  time 
he  was  appointed  Justice  of  Georgetown,  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, and  was  also  selected  to  serve  on  the  Court  Martial 
at  the  headquarters  of  General  Doubleday.  lie  partici- 
pated in  several  skirmishes,  and  in  the  battle  of  Chancel- 
lorsville,  where  he  lost  twenty-five  men.  May  24th,  1S63, 
he  was 'mustered  out  at  Harrisburg,  and  returned  to  Lan- 
caster, in  order  to  resume  his  professional  life.  In  1S64, 
he  was  elected  on  the  Republican  ticket  to  the  Lower 
House  of  the  State  Legislature,  and  re-elected  in  1865.  In 
1S67,  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Curtin,  Notary  Public, 
and  has  since  held  that  position,  while  continuing  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession.  He  is  Treasurer  and  Solicitor  for 
the  Manor  Turnpike  Company,  and  Solicitor  for  the  Mil- 
lersville  & Lancaster  Passenger  Railway.  He  is  also 
Treasurer  of  the  Arsinaus  Union,  and  was  for  many  years 
Trustee  of  the  Normal  School  at  Millersville.  He  was 
married,  August  20th,  1859,(0  Miss  Haines,  one  of  the 
teachers  of  the  school  at  Millersville. 


y IIENK,  RUDOLPH  WARFEL,  Lawyer  and 
Banker,  was  born  in  Conestoga  township,  Lan- 
caster county,  Pennsylvania,  October  41b,  1834. 
His  father,  Christian  Shenk,  was  a wealthy  and 
prominent  farmer  and  politician,  and  one  of  the 
leading  men  of  the  township;  he  was,  moreover, 
noted  for  his  many  philanthropic  acts,  and  his  constant 
willingness  to  aid  in  any  scheme  promising  to  benefit  his 
county  or  fellow  citizens.  11  is  paternal  grandfather, 
Rudy  Shenk,  moved  from  Lancaster  county  to  that  of  Erie, 
in  1S2S,  and  became  one  of  its  most  influential  settlers  and 
leading  citizens.  His  mother  was  a daughter  of  Abraham 
NYarfel,  a well-known  agriculturist  in  Conestoga  township. 
Rudolph  began  his  education  at  Litiz,  Lancaster  county, 
under  the  tutorship  of  Professor  John  Beck.  Subsequently, 
he  entered  the  Erie  Academy,  at  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  and 
thence  went  to  Randolph  Academy,  in  Cattaraugus  county, 
New  York.  I11  1S54,  he  entered  Dartmouth  College,  from 
which  he  graduated  with  high  honors  in  1858.  Later,  he 
entered  the  law  office  of  \V.  S.  Lane,  in  Erie,  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  remained  for  a few  months,  then  moved  to  Lan- 
caster, and  entered  the  office  of  the  late  Thaddeus  Stevens. 
As,  during  his  college  course,  he  had  been  constantly  read- 
ing law,  he  soon  prepared  himself  for  the  bar,  to  which  he 
was  admitted  in  November,  1S59.  Immediately  com- 
mencing the  practice  of  his  profession,  he  rapidly  acquired 
an  extensive  business,  and  since  that  time  has  been  actively 
engaged  in  legal  pursuits.  In  1S65  and  1S06,  he  was 
elected  to  the  Lower  House  of  the  State  Legislature,  where 
he  served  with  credit  to  himself,  and  to  the  entire  satisfac- 
tion of  his  constituents.  As  a politician,  he  has  been  an 
active  and  esteemed  member  of  the  Republican  party  since 
his  admission  to  the  bar.  Prior  to  this,  in  April,  1S61,  he 
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entered  as  a private  in  Company  F,  of  the  1st  Regiment 
of  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  where  he  served  until  the 
expiration  of  the  term  for  which  the  regiment  was  enlisted. 
In  August,  1S62,  he  again  entered  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  was  appointed  Major  in  the  135th  Regiment  of 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  On  this  occasion  he  served 
until  the  regiment  was  mustered  out,  and  during  the 
greater  portion  of  the  term  was  intrusted  with  its  command, 
lie  participated  in  the  first  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  and 
also  took  an  active  part  in  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville. 
For  several  months  he  was  on  the  James  river,  making 
arrangements  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  and  in  this 
capacity  exhibited  much  coolness,  sagacity,  and  determi- 
nation. Subsequently,  he  was  appointed  Deputy  Provost- 
Marshal  for  the  Ninth  District  of  Pennsylvania,  which  ap- 
pointment he  held  until  he  resigned  to  lake  his  seat  in  the 
Legislature.  lie  was  for  seven  years  Solicitor  for  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Poor  of  Lancaster  county,  lie 
has  been  the  President  of  the  Lancaster  & Reading  Narrow 
Gauge  Railroad  Company  since  its  organization  ; and  also 
President  of  the  Lancaster  & Quarryvillc,  and  Lancaster  & 
Millersville  Railroads,  which  are  being  constructed  under 
the  same  charter  as  the  Lancaster  & Reading  Narrow 
Gauge  Railroad.  At  present,  he  is  a member  of  the 
banking  firm  of  Bair  & Shenk.  He  was  married,  Novem- 
ber 3d,  1S63,  to  an  adopted  daughter  of  David  Bair,  one 
of  the  oldest  and  wealthiest  merchants  in  Lancaster. 


' RANCH,  ROBERT  LEE,  Engineer,  was  born  in 
Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  July  7th,  1S39. 

1 1 is  father  was  Colonel  Richard  France,- of  Balti- 
more, who  took  an  active  part  in  the  prevalent 
politics  of  the  day,  and  was  noted  for  his  bravery, 
perseverance,  and  indomitable  energy.  Robert  was 
the  recipient  of  private  tuition  until  1S56,  when  he  entered* 
St.  Timothy’s  Co'hgiate  School,  situated  near  Baltimore. 
At  the  conclusion  of  his  course  of  studies,  he  engaged  in 
business  in  connection  with  his  father,  in  Baltimore  and 
New  York.  Upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  he  entered 
the  Southern  army,  under  the  command  of  General  Long- 
s reel ; at  first,  private,  his  energy  and  coolness  won  him 
favorable  notice,  and  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
Ordnance  Sergeant.  Whilst  doing  duty  as  a scout  during 
the  last  year  of  the  contest,  he  was  surprised  and  taken 
prisoner.  A week  prior  to  the  fall  of  Richmond,  and  the 
close  of  the  war,  he  was  sent  South  again.  Subsequently, 
he  was  engaged  in  farming  and  agricultural  pursuits  for 
about  two  years,  and  became  connected  with  the  Pittsburgh 
& Connellsville  Railroad  Company,  as  Assistant  Engineer. 
While  acting  in  this  capacity,  he  was  actively  engaged  in 
the  construction  of  the  Land  Patch  Tunnel.  He  afterward 
w as  appointed  Paymaster  and  Special  Agent  of  this  Com- 
pany, which  position  he  still  fills  with  credit  to  himself  and 


profit  to  his  employers.  In  1S73,  he  received  the  appoint- 
ment of  Notary  Public  for  Allegheny  county,  Pennsylvania. 
On  the  1st  of  September,  1S74,  he  w ill  take  charge  of  the 
Keystone  Coal  Manufacturing  Company,  Somerset  county, 
Pennsylvania.  In  1S66,  he  was  married  to  Susan  Coffman, 
daughter  of  William  Coffman,  of  Page  county,  Virginia. 
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LLET,  COLONEL  CHARLES,  Jr.,  Civil  En- 
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giueer,  was  born  at  Penn's  Manor,  Bucks  county, 
Pennsylvania,  January  1st,  1810.  1 1 is  name 

has  become  celebrated  in  connection  with  a 
great  number  of  important  public  works,  either 
ns  the  prime  projector  of  them,  or  as  being  inti- 
mately concerned  in  their  execution.  The  famous  “ wire 
bridge”  at  Fairmount  (which  was  the  first  of  the  kind 
built  in  the  United  States)-  was  constructed  by  him,  in 
1S41.  He  also  built  bridges  of  the  same  kind  at  Niagara 
Falls,  and  at  Wheeling,  West  Virginia.  He  was  employed 
for  a considerable  time,  in  his  capacity  of  Engineer,  on  the 
Baltimore  Nr  Ohio  Railroad,  and  in  many  other  great 
engineering  enterprises;  among  which  the  remarkable  tem- 
porary track  of  the  Virginia  Central  Railroad,  across  the 
Blue  Ridge,  is  deserving  of  special  mention.  In  1 SG I , 
while  residing  in  Washington,  he  conceived  a plan,  which 
he  submitted  to  the  War  Department,  for  cutting  off  the 
Confederate  army  at  Manassas;  his  scheme  was  rejected, 
and  thereupon  he  drew  public  attention  to  the  matter  by 
the  publication  of  two  pamphlets,  in  which  he  vindicated 
his  idea,  and  severely  censured  the  conduct  uf  General  Mc- 
Clellan. After  this,  he  projected  the  construction  of  a fleet 
of  “rams”  on  the  Mississippi  river,  which  was  finally 
realized  and  put  into  operation,  and  for  which  he  received 
a Colonel’s  commission  in  the  army.  By  means  of  these 
; rams  ” he  succeeded  in  destroying  several  Confederate 
gunboats,  off  Memphis,  and,  in  consequence,  effected  the 
capture  of  the  place.  In  the  action  on  this  occasion,  he 
was  mortally  wounded  by  a nniskeL  ball,  lie  published 
several  scientific  works  and  essays  on  subjects  connected 
with  his  special  department. 


JOWER,  CHARLEMAGNE,  Lawyer,  was  born 
April  1 8 1 h , 1S09,  in  the  then  township  of  Paris 
(named  from  a benevolent  man  in  the  early  his- 
tory of  that  section),  and  now  Marshall  (after  the 
Chief  Justice),  Oneida  county,  New  York,  about 
twelve  miles  south  of  Utica.  He  is  the  son  of 
Tower,  a native  of  Rutland,  Worcester  county, 
Massachusetts,  who  was  the  fifth  in  descent  from  John 
Tower,  who  left  Old  Ilingham,  England  (where  his  father, 
Robert  Tower,  is  buried),  and  came  to  Massachusetts  in 
1637,  giving  the  name  of  Ilingham  to  the  locality  where 
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he  settled.  His  early  education  was  obtained  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  the  southern  part  of  Oneida  county,  New 
York;  and  to  these  succeeded  studies,  pursued  at  Oxford 
Academy,  Chenango  county,  Clinton  Academy,  Oneida 
county,  and  the  Utica  Academy.  During  a part  of  this  time 
he  taught  school  in  his  native  county,  and,  in  1825,  was  an 
assistant  teacher  in  the  Utica  Academy.  These  years  of  study 
were  not  gained  without  a struggle;  for,  while  a mere  lad, 
he  worked  on  a farm,  and  a little  later  had  a clerkship  in  a 
store,  thus  learning  industry  and  frugality.  In  1S26,  he 
placed  himself  under  a private  tutor  in  Cambridge,  Massa- 
chusetts, and  studied  hard,  in  order  to  gain  admission  to 
college.  In  February,  1827,  he  entered  the  Freshman 
class  of  Harvard  University,  being  less  than  eighteen  years 
of  age,  and  graduated  in  August,  1830.  He  was  a class- 
mate and  intimate  friend  of  the  late  Charles  Sumner,  the 
intimacy  continuing  to  increase  as  years  rolled  on,  the 
latter  visiting  him  at  his  house  in  Pottsville.  lie  stood  the 
third  in  his  class  at  graduation,  thus  rivalling  the  great 
Senator.  On  commencement  day,  it  fell  to  his  lot  to  intro- 
duce Charles  Sumner  to  the  audience,  when  the  latter 
remarked  that  he  “ never  surpassed  him  in  anything  but 
alphabetical  precedence.”  Immediately  after  graduation, 
he  commenced  the  study  of  law  with  llcrmanus  Bleecker,  in 
Albany,  New  York,  who  was  at  one  time  a member,  of 
Congress,  and  subsequently  United  States  Minister  to  the 
Hague,  during  Van  lluren’s  administration  ; he  was  a man 
of  high  standing,  enlarged  views,  profound  education,  and 
of  the  strictest  integrity.  1 1 is  readings  were,  however,  in- 
termitted for  a period,  as  he  accompanied  his  father — who 
was  in  failing  health — to  Florida,  in  the  autumn  of  1831, 
and  who  died  there  after  a sojourn  of  six  months.  On  his 
return  North,  he  resumed  his  legal  studies  in  the  office  of 
John  L.  & James  L.  Graham,  of  New  York  city,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Utica,  October, 
1835.  lie  commenced  to  practice  his  profession  in  the 
office  of  Graham  & Sanford,  New  York  city,  where  he  re- 
mained one  year,  and  then  removed  to  Waterville,  Oneida 
county,  where  he  became  engaged  in  commercial  and 
manufacturing  pursuits;  but  lie  finally  returned  to  his  pro- 
fession, which  he  followed  assiduously  and  successfully  for 
six  years.  In  1848,  he  removed  to  Orwigsburg,  then  the 
shire  town  of  Schuylkill  county,  Pennsylvania;  and  when 
the  county  scat  was  removed  to  Pottsville,  in  1S51,  he  also 
changed  his  domicile,  and  ever  since  has  made  Pottsville 
his  residence.  In  1853,  lie  was  elected  Prosecuting  Attor- 
ney of  the  county,  and  served  for  the  term  of  three  years  in 
that  capacity.  Ilis  legal  career  in  Pennsylvania  was,  in 
the  highest  degree,  honorable  and  successful : his  scholastic 
acquirement-  placed  him  in  the  front  rank  of  a bar  second 
to  none  in  the  State,  and  he  has  never  yet  seen  the  occasion 
when  he  was  unable  to  hold  his  position  and  perform 
every  duty  required  of  him.  As  a business  man,  he  has 
been  equally  fortunate,  and  no  one  living  to-day  can  look 
back  upon  a career  of  a quarter  of  a century,  passed  in  this 
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Commonwealth,  with  prouder  feelings  of  satisfaction. 
When  the  great  war  of  the  Rebellion  broke  out,  in  1861, 
though  he  had  passed  the  age  which  would  render  him 
liable  to  be  called  upon  to  perform  military  duty,  he  was 
among  the  first  men  in  Schuylkill  county  to  move  to  the 
support  of  the  Government.  He  raised,  in  Pottsville,  a 
company  of  270  men  for  the  three  months’  service,  and 
proceeded  with  them  to  Harrisburg.  His  company,  being 
too  large,  was  divided,  forming  two  perfect  companies,  and 
part  of  a third.  The  company  remaining  under  his  com- 
mand was  II,  of  the  6th  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers, and  of  this  he  w’as  commissioned  Captain,  April  21st, 
1861.  Ilis  regiment  joined  General  Robert  Patterson’s 
command,  wdiich  proceeded,  by  the  way  of  Chambersburg 
and  Hagerstown,  to  Virginia,  crossing  the  Potomac  river  at 
Williamsport,  June  21st,  and  participating  in  the  skirmish 
at  Falling  Waters,  being  one  of  the  first  engagements,  if 
not  the  very  first,  of  the  war.  The  movements  of  Patter- 
son’s command  are  now’  a part  of  history;  and  in  all,  Cap- 
tain Tower  took  his  share,  enduring  with  his  men  the 
many  fatigues  and  privations  through  which  they  passed, 
and  performing  meritorious  services.  After  the  three 
months’  term  of  service  was  over,  the  regiment  returned 
home,  and.  was  mustered  out  of  service,  July  26th,  1SC1. 
After  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run,  there  w ere  dark  days 
throughout  the  North,  and  great  efforts  were  made  by  the 
State  and  National  Governments  to  stem  the  tide  of  rebel 
success.  In  this  emergency,  he  displayed  great  patriotism 
and  liberality.-  He  paid  a bounty  of  five  dollars  per  man 
for  a full  company,  raised  in  Pottsville,  which  was  com- 
manded by  Captain  Pleasants,  who  afterwards  rose  to 
Brigadier-General.  The  company  was  C,  of  the  48th 
Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  recruited  for  three 
years;  it  distinguished  itself  in  many  battles,  and  gained 
honor  on  numerous  hard  fought  fields.  In  1863,  he  was 
appointed  Provost-Marshal  of  the  Tenth  Congressional 
iJistrict,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Schuylkill  and  Leba- 
non, and  served  in  this  capacity  more  than  a year,  perform- 
ing duties  of  a most  onerous  and  trying  character,  and 
giving  general  satisfaction  by  his  firmness  and  fairness. 
He  has  been  closely  identified  with  the  Republican  party 
ever  since  its  formation,  and  has  ever  been  active  and  zeal- 
ous in  the  support  of  its  candidates.  Ilis  name  was  brought 
forward,  at  the  close  of  1872,  as  a candidate  for  the  United 
States  Senate. 


^ICKSON,  JOHN,  Physician,  waas  born  in  Cecil 
county,  Maryland,  May  24th,  1812.  His  parents, 
John  and  Mary  Dickson,  were  of  Scotch  Irish 
descent,  and  were  noted  as  possessing  the  pecu- 
liarly sterling  traits  of  that  blood.  It  was  his 
privilege  to  receive  a full  measure  of  the  excel- 
lent qualities  of  both  his  father  and  mother.  Early  dis- 
playing a remarkable  fondness  for  study,  he  was  afforded 
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every  advantage  of  li is  day  and  locality  in  obtaining  an 
education.  After  the  completion  of  his  preparatory  course, 
he  entered  the  academy  in  Clinton,  Pennsylvania,  and  so 
rapid  was  his  progress  in  the  higher  branches  that  he  was 
graduated  therefrom  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  and  imme- 
diately assumed  the  post  of  Preceptor  of  the  District  School 
of  Allegheny  county.  In  his  seventeenth  year,  he  began 
the  study  of  medicine  under  the  tuition  of  Dr.  Letherman, 
of  Cannonsburg,  Pennsylvania.  The  same  energy  and 
natural  power  for  the  absorption  of  knowledge  which 
characterized  him  as  an  academician,  marked  his  course  as 
a student  of  the  profession  of  his  choice.  Attending  lectures 
for  two  years  in  the  city  of  New  York,  he  graduated  from 
the  medical  university  of  that  State,  and  in  his  nineteenth 
year  began  the  practice  of  medicine.  lie  located,  at  first, 
in  Sewickley,  Allegheny  county,  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
was  well  known;  and  so  marked  was  the  favorable  impres- 
sion which  his  early  life  and  attainments  had  made  upon 
the  entire  community,  that  in  spite  of  the  great  drawback 
of  youth,  he  at  once  entered  upon  a large  and  most  respect- 
able connection.  After  ten  years  spent  directly  in  the 
midst  of  his  earliest  friends,  he  removed  to  Pittsburgh,  still, 
however,  retaining  his  practice  in  his  original  home.  In 
Pittsburgh  he  remained  for  ten  years,  busily  engaged  in 
meeting  the  demands  of  an  extensive  and  ever-increasing 
practice;  then,  without  resigning  his  professional  connection 
in  Pittsburgh,  he  returned  to  Sewickley.  lie  is  now  (1874) 
in  the  sixty-third  year  of  his  age,  and  for  forty-three  years 
of  his  life  has  been  actively  engaged  in  practice.  There 
are  no  signs  of  mental  or  physical  disability  to  mark  that 
nearly  half  a century  of  a most  laborious  life  has  passed 
over, him.  Amid  the  cares  and  hourly  demands  of  his  large 
practice,  he  finds  time  lo  take  a warm  and  active  interest  in 
every  matter  relating  to  the  general  welfare  of  his  profes- 
sion, and  pays  the  most  diligent  every-day  attention  to  all 
new  discoveries  in  his  own  and  kindred  sciences.  With 
such  diligence,  joined  to  a mind  discursive,  yet  perpetually 
observant,  it  is  not  wonderful  that  he  should  have  acquired 
a vast  store  of  varied  information.  The  fields  of  knowledge 
which  his  intellect  has  traversed,  and  to  which  his  memory 
can  recur — especially  in  ancient  literature,  in  history, 
and  the  many  forms  of  philosophy — arc  immense.  He  was 
married,  in  1S40,  to  Mary  Way;  and  eight  children,  six 
daughters  and  two  sons,  have  been  born  to  bless  their 
union.  The  two  sons,  John  S.  and  Joseph  II.,  have  both 
inherited  the  mental  vigor  and  professional  tastes  of  their 
parent,  and  are,  as  practising  physicians,  in  business  connec- 
tion with  him.  John  S.  was  born  April  mb,  1S44, 
received  his  medical  education  under  the  tuition  of  his 
father,  and  graduated  at  Jefferson  College,  in  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania,  in  1S6S.  Joseph  IE,  the  youngest  son,  was 
born  April  8th,  1S46,  and  he  also,  after  enjoying  the 
advantages  of  his  father’s  preceptorial  care  in  his  elementary 
studies,  graduated  at  the  Jefferson  Medical  School,  and 
began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  the  twenty-third  year 


of  his  age.  A better  school  for  young  physicians  could  not 
be  desired  than  that  enjoyed  by  the  sons  of  Dr.  Dickson. 
The  experience,  attainments,  and  every-day  occurrences 
of  their  father’s  life  were  admirably  adapted  to  nurture  and 
bring  into  vigorous  and  comprehensive  development  all  the 
desirable  qualities  of  mind  calculated  to  fit  them  as  suc- 
cessors to  their  senior’s  reputation  and  business.  Their 
abilities  are  held  in  high  repute,  and  they  bid  fair  to  eventu- 
ally become  prominent  men  in  their  profession.  Dr.  Dick- 
son enjoys,  in  a remarkable  degree,  the  affectionate  regard 
of  all  who  know  him.  Both  socially  or  professionally,  he 
is  venerated  for  his  extensive  knowledge,  his  eminent  abili- 
ties, his  long  and  valuable  services,  his  earnest  integrity, 
and  the  spotless  purity  of  his  moral  character. 


cCLINTOCK,  JOHN,  D.  D.,  Clergyman,  was  born 
in  Philadelphia,  in  1814,  and  graduated  from  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania  in  1835.  I11  the  fol- 

lowing year,  he  entered  the  Methodist  ministry; 
shortly  afterwards  was  elected  Professor  of  Mathe- 
matics in  Dickinson  College,  and  retained  the 
chair  until  1848.  From  1848  until  1856,  he  was  editor  of 
the  Methodist  Quarterly  Review,  and  in  the  latter  year 
went  as  Delegate  to  the  Methodist  Conference  in  Europe. 
During  1 857 — ’ 5 S,  he  was  pastor  of  St.  Paul’s  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  in  Philadelphia,  and,  in  1S59  and  i860, 
President  of  the  Troy  University.  In  1S60,  he  went  to 
Paris  to  assume  the  care  of  the  American  Chapel  there, 
and  remained  until  1866.  He  was  subsequently  President 
of  the  Drew  Theological  Seminary.  He  was  the  translator 
(in  connection  with  Professor  Blumenthal)  of  Areandcr's 
Life  of  Christ,  and,  together  with  Professor  Cook,  wrote  a 
series  of  Greek  and  Latin  text-books.  He  was  also  asso- 
ciated with  Dr.  Strong,  in  the  production  of  The  Biblical 
and  Theological  Dictionary,  and  was  the  author  of  several 
other  valuable  historical  and  theological  works.  He  died 
at  Madison,  New  Jersey,  on  the  4th  of  March,  1870. 


NCERSOLL,  CHARLES  JARED,  Lawyer  and 
Diplomatist,  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  October 
3d,  17S2,  and  was  the  son  of  Jared  Ingersoll,  a 
distinguished  jurist  of  that  city.  He  followed 
his  father’s  profession,  and  studied  law;  but 
eventually  became  interested  in  politics,  and  was 
attached  to  the  United  States  Embassy  in  Paris.  While  in 
the  French  Legation,  he  took  the  opportunity  of  travelling 
through  Europe,  and  of  making  himself  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  the  people  and  customs  of  the  old  world. 
Having  returned  to  America,  he  became  a member  "f 
Congress  in  1S12;  was  th  .*  United  States  District  Attorney 
for  Pennsylvania,  from  1815  to  1829;  then  served  in  the 
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Slate  Legislature,  and  again  in  Congress  from  1S41  to 
1S47.  Subsequently,  lie  was  nominated  by  President  Polls, 
as  Minister  to  France,  but  the  nomination  was  not  con- 
firmed by  the  Senate.  I Ie  was  a member  of  the  Conven- 
tion for  Internal  Improvements  of  Pennsylvania,  which 
met  at  Harrisburg  in  1825;  of  the  State  Convention,  in 
1827;  of  the  National  Assembly  for  the  Encouragement 
of  Domestic  Manufactures,  in  1S29,  and  of  the  State  Con- 
stitutional Convention,  in  1 837— ’38,  in  which  he  wrote 
reports  on  currency,  the  judiciary,  etc.  He  was  the  author 
of  several  important  literary  and  historical  works,  one  of 
which — A History  of  the  H'ar  of  1S12,  4 vols.,  8vo. — is 
highly  valued.  He  associated  himself  politically  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  was  the  only  one  of  his  family  who 
espoused  that  cause.  1 1 is  death  took  place  in  Philadelphia, 
January  14th,  1S62,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty  years. 
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(EED.  GEORGE  K.,  Banker,  was  born  in  Lan- 
caster, Pennsylvania,  December  22d,  1826.  His 
father,  Henry  R.  Reed,  was  formerly  Cashier  of 
the  Branch  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  and  subse- 
quently, of  the  Farmers’  Bank  of  Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania.  His  mother  was  a daughter  of 
John  Hoff,  a prominent  ami  influential  citizen  of  Lancaster. 
His  paternal  ancestors  were  of  Irish  descent,  his  maternal 
of  German.  When  in  his  eighteenth  year,  George  forsook 
school  life,  and,  January  8lh,  1S44,  hired  himself  as  an 
errand  boy  in  the  dry  goods  and  grocery  hou-se  of  C.  Hager, 
and  was  gradually  promoted  until  he  was  appointed  to  take 
charge  of  the  books  of  the  establishment.  In  1847,  he 
became  the  book-keeper  for  the  County  Treasurer.  While 
thus  employed,  he  manufactured,  during  spare  hours,  shoe 
blacking,  and  also  trafficked  in  lime,  and  roofing  slate  for 
the  Peach  Bottom  Slate  Quarries.  In  1849,  the  term  for 
which  the  County  Treasurer  had  been  elected  having 
expired,  he  started  a private  banking-house,  there  being  at 
that  time  no  institution  of  that  nature  in  the  city  or  county. 
Possessing  a general  knowledge  of  book-keeping,  he  went 
to  Philadelphia,  and  while  there,  spent  three  weeks  in  a 
prominent  house  on  Third  street,  in  order  to  obtain  a clearer 
insight  into  the  workings  and  details  connected  with  bank- 
ing. In  January,  1850,  he  opened  his  establishment  under 
the  name  of  J.  F.  Shroder  & Company.  This  venture 
proved  perfectly  successful,  and  was  rapidly  increasing  in 
prestige  and  in  its  general  capacities  until  1856,  when  two 
of  the  oldest  banking  institutions  in  the  country  failed 
utterly.  Loss  of  public  confidence  naturally  ensued,  the 
general  suspensions  of  1857  weakened  still  further  public 
confidence,  his  partner  was  compelled  to  suspend  payments, 
and  he  was  reluctantly  forced  to  relinquish  all  hope  of  again 
restoring  to  his  business  its  former  esteem  and  popularity. 
Within  a year’s  time  the  affairs  of  the  bank  were  satisfac- 
torily settled,  and  every  claim  fully  paid.  In  1S58,  lie 


formed  a new  partnership  under  the  name  of  Reed,  McGrann 
& Company,  a firm  which  is  still  in  existence,  and  doing  a 
large  and  prosperous  business.  He  has  represented  his 
district  fur  a small  term  in  the  City  Council,  and,  for  one 
year,  acted  as  President  of  the  lower  branch  of  the  Common 
Council.  Although  a warmly-interested  Republican,  he 
has  never  participated  as  an  active  politician  in  any  of  the 
prevalent  political  campaigns,  and  is  averse  to  the  troubles 
and  vexations  attending  a public  career.  Each  position 
held  by  hint  has  been  accepted  only  after  persistent  solicita- 
tions that  would  take  no  refusal.  On  one  occasion,  he  was 
nominated  by  the  Republican  parly  for  Mayor,  but  was 
defeated  by  a small  majority.  Since  1850,  he  has  been 
intrusted  with  the  management  of  the  Lancaster  Gas  Com- 
pany, acting  as  their  Treasurer ; and  has  also  filled  many 
other  positions  of  trust  and  honor  in  various  associations 
and  corporations  with  which  he  has  been  connected  as 
director,  treasurer,  or  trustee;  finally,  he  was  one  of  the 
most  respected  and  able  Directors  of  the  National  Railroad 
Company.  He  was  married,  June  8th,  1852,  to  a daughter 
of  John  G.  Fetter,  an  enterprising  and  honored  citizen  of 
Lancaster,  Pennsylvania. 


e Q 


UTTING,  LYMAN,  Mine  Operator,  was  born  in 
Maine,  May  24th,  1824.  His  father  was  Lyman 
Nutting,  a prominent  and  influential  farmer  and 
citizen  in  his  locality.  lie  was  educated  in 
Maine,  at  the  Bridgeton,  and  North  Yarmouth 
Academies.  After  completing  his  course  of 
studies,  he  engaged  in  school  teaching  in  Maine,  and 
subsequently,  in  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio.  When  in  his 
twenty-fifth  year,  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  study  of 
law,  but,  upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  “ California  Fever,” 
he  abandoned  this  pursuit,  and  moved  to  the  Western  gold 
fields.  Here  he  met  with  good  average  success  in  minim' 
and  trading.  In  1859,  he  returned  to  Maine,  whence  he 
soon  removed  to  Pennsylvania,  and  engaged  in  the  coal 
business  at  Pine  Grove.  In  this  enterprise  he  succeeded 
in  amassing  a considerable  sum  of  money,  and  is  still 
interested  in  it  to  a large  extent.  In  1S64,  he  connected 
himself  with  the  iron  business,  at  Middletown,  Dauphin 
county,  and  purchased  an  interest  in  the  two  furnaces 
located  there.  In  1S67,  he  became  interested  as  part 
owner  in  the  furnace  at  Lebanon,  and  in  1S70,  removed 
to  this  locality  in  order  to  overlook  its  management  and 
progress.  To  the  financiering  department  his  attention 
is  particularly  directed,  and  as  a counsellor  and  manager, 
he  has  often  evinced  unusual  shrewdness,  foresight,  and 
ability.  He  is  also  the  proprietor  of  several  large  farms, 
whose  leases  yield  him  a handsome  income,  and  owns  an 
interest  in  the  Lebanon  Manufacturing  Company.  lie 
was  married,  in  1S61,  to  Louisa  Kalter,  of  Pine  Grove, 
Pennsylvania,  and  has  four  children. 
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ILLER,  GEORGE  F.,  Lawyer,  ex-Congressman, 
and  President  of  the  Lewisburg  and  Tyrone  Rail- 
road Company.  The  exact  date  of  his  birth  is 
not  certainly  known,  its  record  having  been  sub- 
sequently destroyed ; it  is  supposed,  however,  to 
be  May  9th,  1S09.  Ilis  birthplace  is  Chillisqua- 
que,  Northumberland  county,  Pennsylvania.  His  parents 
were  John  and  Sarah  Miller,  and  their  family  being  large 
while  their  income  was  small,  he  was  compelled  to  depend 
chiefly  upon  his  own  exertions.  Ilis  early  life  he  passed 
alternately  upon  a farm  as  an  assistant  and  in  the  town 
common  schools  as  an  industrious  student.  For  a time,  he 
was  tutored  by  Mr.  Kirkpatrick  in  the  academy  at  Milton, 
an  institution  enjoying  a superior  reputation  as  an  educa- 
tional centre.  Among  its  former  scholars  were  ex-Gover- 
nors  Pollock  and  Curtin,  Joshua  \V.  Comly,  S.  I Comly, 
Colonel  David  Taggart,  and  others  who  have  since  risen 
to  distinction.  Before  entering  upon  the  preparatory  study 
for  his  profession  an  interval  of  a few  years  succeeded, 
during  which  lime  he  was  engaged  in  school  teaching.  He 
studied  law  in  the  office  of  James  F.  Linn,  of  Lewisburg, 
and,  in  1S36,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Union  county. 
At  this  time  the  legal  profession  in  central  Pennsylvania 
was  noticeable  for  the  number  of  persons  of  reputation  and 
conspicuous  ability  to  be  found  in  its  ranks.  Yet  despite 
a formidable  rivalry  he  soon  received  an  extensive  practice 
throughout  the  neighboring  counties  ; and  repeatedly  was 
proffered  public  stations  and  nominations,  which  were,  how- 
ever, invariably  declined.  Later,  in  1S64,  he  was  nomi- 
nated by  the  Republican  party  to  represent  the  Fourteenth 
District  of  Pennsylvania  in  Congress,  being  elected  by  a 
majority  of  live  hundred  and  seventeen  votes  over  his  Demo- 
cratic opponent,  who  was  a member  of  the  Thirty-sixth 
Congress.  In  1866,  he  was  re-elected  by  a majority  three 
times  greater  than  that  gained  at  his  former  election.  In 
the  Thirty-ninth  Congress,  he  was  a member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Railways  and  Canals  and  Public  Expenditures. 
In  the  Fortieth  Congress,  he  was  a member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Railways  and  Canals,  the  Pension  Committee, 
and  Revolutionary  Claims  and  Pensions.  He  took  an 
active  part  in  the  establishment  of  the  University  at  Lewis- 
burg, Pennsylvania,  now  one  of  the  leading  colleges  of  the 
country;  elected  Secretary  of  its  Board  of  Trustees,  he 
served  in  that  capacity  for  sixteen  years.  At  present,  he  is 
President  of  the  Lewisburg  & Tyrone  Railroad  Company. 
Owing  to  a temporary  derangement  of  its  affairs,  the  work 
upon  this  road  was  suspended  for  a time;  when,  at  the 
urgent  solicitation  of  its  stockholders  and  various  interested 
capitalists,  he  endeavored  to  restore  its  former  prestige  and 
success.  At  once  he  devoted  himself  to  the  work  with  his 
accustomed  energy,  practical  judgment,  and  shrewd  fore- 
sight. Since,  a large  measure  of  success  has  attended  his 
persevering  efforts.  Eleven  miles  of  the  road  are  already 
completed,  while  its  entire  length  will  be  eighty-seven 
miles.  He  was  one  of  the  Stockholders  and  Directors  of 


the  Northumberland  Bank — now  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Sunbury.  He  was  married,  September  27th,  1836,  to 
Amanda  Bright,  daughter  of  Daniel  I’.  Bright,  deceased  ; 
a former  merchant  of  the  borough  of  Milton,  Pennsylvania, 
lie  has  two  sons,  both  of  whom  are  members  of  the  bar, 
and  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  their  profession. 


OVODE,  JOHN,  Member  of  Congress,  was  born 
in  Westmoreland  county,  Pennsylvania,  Mari  h 
17th,  1S0S.  He  received  only  a limited  and 
imperfect  education,  but,  notwithstanding  this 
drawback,  succeeded  by  dint  of  energy  and  na- 
tive good  sense  in  raising  himself  to  a position 
of  both  affluence  and  political  eminence.  He  was  brought 
up  on  a farm,  and  afterwards  learned  the  trade  of  a woollen 
manufacturer.  He  was  connected  with  many  important 
public  works  and  enterprises;  especially  the  State  Canal, 
the  establishment  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  and  the 
Westmoreland  Coal  Company,  of  which  latter  company  he 
was  the  President.  He  first  became  a candidate  for  poli- 
tical office  in  1845,  when  lie  was  the  Whig  nominee  for 
the  State  Senate.  In  1854,  he  was  the  Whig  candidate  for 
the  Thirty- fourth  Congress,  for  the  then  191I1  Congressional 
District,  and  was  elected  by  a large  majority.  I le  was  also  re- 
elected on  several  subsequent  occasions.  lie  held  many 
highly  responsible  political  positions,  among  many  others, 
being  member  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the 
War.  Ilis  name  became  particularly  well  known  in  con- 
nection with  the  Kansas- Lecompton  controversy  during  the 
administration  of  President  Buchanan,  in  his  early  service 
in  Congress.  In  political  circles  he  was  particularly  noted 
for  his  sturdy  honesty  and  straightforwardness,  which  earned 
for  him  the  sobriquet  of  “ Holiest  John  Covode."  lie 
died  suddenly  of  heart  disease,  at  Harrisburg,  January 
nth,  1871. 

SL 

jfGLE,  WILLIAM  HENRY,  M.D.,  Historian, 
was  born  in  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  Septem- 
ber 17th,  1S30.  His  parents  were  John  and 
Elizabeth  Egle,  and  his  descent  on  the  paternal 
side  is  French,  on  the  maternal  side  German. 
Ilis  early  education  he  received  in  the  public 
school  near  his  birthplace,  whence  he  was  transferred  to 
the  Harrisburg  Military  Academy.  When  in  his  seven- 
teenth year,  he  entered  the  printing  office  of  the  Telegraph, 
and  remained  connected  with  that  journal  until  lie  had  at- 
tained his  majority.  Subsequently,  he  was  for  several  years 
a student  in  medicine  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  graduated  in  1859.  IIu  then  commenced  the  active 
pursuit  of  his  profession  in  Harrisburg,  continuing  thus 
until  1862,  when,  at  the  time  of  the  second  battle  of 
Bull  Run,  he  was  telegraphed  for  to  assist  in  the  field. 
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Upon  li is  return,  he  was  commissioned  Assistant  Surgeon, 
and  afterward  Surgeon,  and  served  actively  in  1S66.  Re- 
turning to  Harrisburg  subsequently,  he  partially  resumed 
his  former  practice,  and  met  with  much  success.  Being 
warmly  attached  to  literature  and  literary  pursuits,  he  early 
produced  many  essays  and  sketches  which  were  published 
in  Graham's  Magazine,  and  in  the  Knickerbocker , of  New 
York.  Several  of  these  articles  attracted  considerable  at- 
tention upon  their  appearance,  and  were  highly  commended 
by  the  press  and  the  public.  At  present,  his  time  is  given 
wholly  to  historical  researches.  Noticeable,  among  others, 
are  his  sketches  of  Parson  Elder  and  Colonel  Timothy 
Green  of  the  Revolution.  He  is  now  editing  the  Revolu- 
tionary Jl'ar  Records  of  Pennsylvania,  a task  which  was 
assigned  him  by  the  last  Legislature.  He  is  engaged  also 
on  a History  of  Dauphin  County,  and  the  Paxstauy  Roys. 
During  many  years  he  has  been  actively  connected  with 
many  of  the  most  important  enterprises  emanating  from 
Harrisburg,  and  is  ranked  among  the  most  influential  and 
honorable  citizens  of  the  State  capital.  lie  is  a member 
of  the  Agricultural  Society,  and  also  of  the  State  Historical 
Society.  In  this  latter  institution  his  unusual  store  of  his- 
torical knowledge,  his  familiarity  with  bygone  details  and 
data,  and  his  cheerful  readiness  at  all  times  in  laboring 
upon  vexatious  and  little-known  questions  concerning  his- 
tory and  historical  research,  have  won  him  the  affection  and 
esteem  of  all.  He  was  married,  in  1S60,  to  a member  of 
the  Beatty  family,  of  Harrisburg. 


iP  I HR  AS,  ALEXANDER  EAKIN,  Major-General 
United  States  Army,  was  born  in  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania,  August  loth,  1S12.  His  father, 
a prominent  merchant,  resided  in  this  city,  and 
traded  with  the  West  Indies  and  the  South  Ameri- 
can countries.  At  an  early  date  his  parents  moved 
to  Mount  Holly,  Burlington  county,  New  Jersey,  where 
his  rudimentary  education  was  conducted  under  the  excel- 
lent tutorship  of  John  Gumerie,  A.  M.,  Principal  of  the 
Burlington  Academy.  Subsequently,  he  was  appointed 
from  New  Jersey  to  the  Cadet  Military  Academy— from 
July  1st,  1S29,  to  July  1st,  1833.  In  this  latter  year  he 
was  graduated,  and  promoted  in  the  army  to  Brevet  Second 
Lieutenant  in  the  4th  Artillery.  During  the  greater  por- 
tion of  this  year  he  served  in  garrison  at  Fortress  Monroe, 
Virginia,  in  the  Artillery  School  for  Practice.  Later,  he 
served  in  the  Creek  Nation,  and,  during  a portion  of  1S34- 
’35,  was  again  in  garrison  at  Fortress  Monroe,  Virginia.  In 
1835,  he  served  at  Fort  Washington,  Maryland,  and,  from 
1 S35--’ 37,  was  at  Fort  Columbus,  New  York.  In  1 837— ’3S, 
he  was  on  commissary  duty  at  New  York  harbor.  Mean- 
while, May  1st,  1S37,  he  had  been  promoted  to  the  First 
Lieutenancy  in  his  detachment.  While  emigrating  the  In- 
dians to  the  West,  in  1838,  he  was  stationed  in  the  Cherokee 


nation.  From  1839-43,  he  served  in  the  Military  Academy, 
and  from  August  13th,  1S39,  to  January  4th,  1840,  was  As- 
sistant Professor  of  Mathematics,  and  from  this  date  until 
August  29th,  1S43,  served  as  Principal  Assistant  Professor 
of  Mathematics.  In  lS43-’44,  he  was  in  garrison  at  For- 
tress Monroe,  Virginia,  and,  in  i844-’45>  was  engaged  on 
the  recruiting  service.  In  iS45-’46,  he  was  again  in  gar- 
rison at  Fortress  Monroe,  Virginia,  and  in  the  latter  year 
was  sent  to  the  West  in  charge  of  subsistence  for  the  volun- 
teers engaged  in  the  Mexican  War.  From  October  13th 
to  April  27th,  1S47,  he  was  on  commissary  duty  at  New 
York  city;  having,  March  3d,  1847,  been  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  Captain.  The  position  he  retained  until  Septem- 
ber 27th,  1S50.  From  April  27th,  1847,  to  April  1 2th, 

1561,  he  served  as  Assistant  to  the  Commissary-General 
of  Subsistence  in  the  Bureau  at  Washington,  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. During  this  time  he  was,  for  a short  time,  on  tem- 
porary duty  at  St.  Louis,  in  1857.  During  the  Rebellion, 
he  served  in  the  Subsistence  Bureau  at  Washington,  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  from  April  12th,  1861,  to  February  9th, 
1S63,  and  since  the  latter  date  has  served  as  Assistant 
Commissary-General  of  Subsistence;  and  also,  from  June 
13th,  1S61,  has  been  a member  of  the  United  States  Sani- 
tary Commission.  September  6th,  1S74,  he  was  appointed 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  United  States  Army  for  meri- 
torious and  distinguished  services  in  the  Subsistence  De- 
partment, and  in  supplying  the  armies  during  the  war. 
March  13th,  1S65,  he  was  appointed  Brevet  Major-General 
United  States  Army,  for  “ faithful,  meritorious  and  dis- 
tinguished services  during  the  Rebellion.”  May  1st,  1S74, 
he  was  appointed  Brigadier-General  and  Commissary- 
General  of  Subsistence.  He  is  unmarried. 

5 ITER,  JOHN,  Merchant,  was  born  August  6th, 
‘jx'NL  1791,  in  the  township  of  Radnor,  Delaware 

county,  Pennsylvania.  He  was  the  son  of  Wil- 
\|C/i  liam  and  Mary  Siter.  I lis  early  education  was 
limited  to  the  schools  of  his  native  place.  At  an 
early  age  he  removed  to  Philadelphia  and  en- 
tered the  dry  goods,  importing  and  jobbing  house  of  Cook 

6 Cresson,  in  1S10.  In  1817,  he  became  a partner  in  the 
firm  of  Cresson,  Wistar  A Co  (Elliott  Cresson,  Bartholo- 
mew Wistar,  John  Siter  and  Richard  Price).  He  was  also 
a member  of  the  successive  firms  of  Wistar,  Siter  X Price, 
and  Siter,  Price  & Co.  ; these  copartnerships  being  the 
successors,  in  direct  line,  of  others  dating  back  over  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  years.  He  was  always  greatly 
interested  in  all  movements  tending  to  the  advancement  of 
the  prosperity  of  Philadelphia.  I Ie  was  mainly  instrumental 
in  the  establishment  of  the  “ Philadelphia  Merchants’  Ex- 
change,” and  through  life  continued  an  active  and  influen- 
tial member  of  that  organization.  He  died  December  5th, 

1562.  The  style  of  the  firm  (Siter,  Price  X Co.)  is  still 
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continued,  and  the  immense  business  which  they  transact 
is,  in  a great  measure,  the  result  of  the  honest  dealing  and 
wonderful  ability  of  him  whose  name  siill  remains  at  the 
head  of  the  house.  lie  was  a perfect  type  of  a Philadelphia 
merchant,  a man  whose  whole  life  was  stainless;  a hard  and 
earnest  worker  in  whatever  he  attempted,  he  forced  success. 


t, 

i F 

cD 


RICE,  RICHARD,  Merchant,  was  born  May  10th, 
1795,  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  and  was  the 
son  of  Joseph  and  Ann  Price.  After  receiving  a 
9 fair  education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  city,  at 
the  age  of  sixteen  he  entered  the  business  house 
of  Cook  & Cresson,  afterwards  Cresson  & Wistar. 
With  these  firms  he  remained  until  he  became  a partner 
in  the  house  of  Cresson,  Wistar  & Co.,  composed  of  El- 
liott Cresson,  Bartholomew  Wistar,  John  Siter  and  Richard 
Trice.  He  afterwards  was  a member  of  the  successive  firms 
of  Wistar,  Siter  & Price,  and  Siter,  Price  & Co.  He  was 
actively  engaged  in  business  during  his  entire  life.  He  also 
filled  many  honorable  and  important  positions  in  politics, 
as  well  as  in  charitable  and  commercial  institutions.  For 
many  years  he  was  a Director  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  ; was  a member  of  the  City  Councils  prior  to  the  con- 
solidation of  the  city  and  districts,  and  was  called  upon  to 
serve  the  pul >1  ic  in  numerous  other  ways.  Always  an  active 
and  prominent  member  of  the  “ Hicksite  ” branch  of  the 
Society  of  Friends,  both  in  his  commercial  and  private  life 
he  filled  the  entire  duty  of  a member  of  that  body,  lie 
died  in  July,  1S65.  Over  fifty  years  of  active  labor  in  a 
constantly  enlarging  business  field  only  enhanced  his  repu- 
tation as  a man  and  a merchant,  and  his  memory  is  held 
in  loving  reverence  by  thousands  whom  his  kind  encourage- 
ment and  generous  assistance  advanced  in  the  world. 


| ICKSON,  THOMAS,  Farmer,  Contractor,  and 
Merchant,  was  born  in  the  County  of  Tyrone, 
Ireland,  in  the  year  1790.  lie  received  such 
education  as  was  afforded  by  the  village  school 
of  his  native  place,  and  then  turned  his  attention 
to  farming.  With  the  exception  of  an  occasional 
venture  in  commercial  enterprises,  he  continued  his  agri- 
cultural pursuits  until  the  date  of  his  emigration  to  the 
United  States.  The  death  of  both  his  parents,  shortly  after 
he  had  attained  his  twentieth  year,  placed  him  in  possession 
of  the  homestead,  and  also  imposed  upon  him  the  care  of 
a younger  brother  and  two  sisters.  About  this  time  he  was 
married  to  Mary  Brown,  who  shared  with  him  the  joys  and 
sorrows  of  his  life  for  over  fifty  years.  It  was  not  until  he 
had  reached  the  age  of  forty  years  that  he  conceived  the 
idea  of  emigrating  to  the  United  Stales,  with  the  view  of 
bettering  his  condition  and  that  of  his  family,  which  then 


consisted  of  five  sons  and  four  daughters ; the  success  of 
his  former  commercial  ventures  warranting  him  in  the  be- 
lief that  in  a new  field  Iris  talent  for  trade  would  bring  him 
material  prosperity.  In  1S30,  he  started  upon  a tour  of 
observation,  leaving  the  home  farm  in  the  care  of  his  wife 
and  sons.  Landed  on  the  shores  of  the  United  Slates,  he 
made  Iris  way  from  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburgh,  visiting  also 
the  western  portion  of  Pennsylvania  and  eastern  Ohio.  The 
next  year  he  returned  to  Europe,  taking  with  him  a cargo 
of  flaxseed,  the  profit  upon  which  was  sufficient  to  pay  all 
his  expenses  and  leave  a handsome  margin.  Disposing  of 
all  his  possessions  in  Ireland,  in  the  spring  of  1832,  he  re- 
turned to  this  country  with  his  entire  family  and  settled  in 
Pittsburgh.  Anxious  to  engage  in  a business  in  which  the 
services  of  his  sons,  now  grown  to  manhood,  could  be  made 
available,  he  turned  his  attention  to  contracting  for  public 
work,  opening  new  streets,  etc.,  and  also  for  building  the 
canal  then  being  constructed  by  the  State.  In  undertakings 
of  this  nature  he  remained  engaged,  with  considerable  suc- 
cess, until  the  “panic  year  of  ’37  ” caused  the  suspension 
of  all  public  improvements.  He  suffered  heavy  loss,  but, 
engaging  in  merchandising,  gradually  recovered  his  capital, 
and,  in  1852,  was  anxious  for  new  investments.  At  that 
time  he  conceived  the  idea  of  transporting  coal  to  market 
via  the  Pennsylvania  Central  Railroad,  then  just  finished. 
At  that  time  all  the  coal  carried  to  the  cities  was  transported 
either  by  wagons  or  canal  boats.  Purchasing  coal  lands 
within  twelve  miles  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  he  proceeded 
to  open  mines,  and,  in  January,  1S53,  the  first  coal  carried 
over  the  rail  was  shipped  from  his  mines.  This  first  invoice 
consisted  of  six  dump-cars,  containing  about  150  bushels 
each,  and  in  six  months,  contrary  to  the  predictions  of  many, 
the  train  had  increased  to  twenty-eight  cars,  with  a capa- 
city of  4200  bushels  per  day.  The  business  steadily  ad- 
vancing, he  associated  with  him  his  sons,  John  Robert, 
Thomas  C.,  and  Joseph  C.  Dickson,  and  his  son-in-law,  J. 
S.  Stewart;  with  them  he  continued  prosperously  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  February  1st,  1865.  His  surviving 
partners  are  still  engaged  in  the  coal  trade.  During  his 
connection  with  the  coal  interests  eight  different  coal  works 
were  erected  and  carried  into  successful  operation  under 
his  supervision,  employing  from  800  to  1000  hands,  and 
producing  about  5000  bushels  daily.  lie  was  a cool,  clear- 
headed, far-seeing  man,  strictly  temperate  and  of  great  de- 
termination of  purpose,  modest  and  retiring  in  manner. 


1 A II LOREN,  JOHN  A.,  Rear  Admiral,  was  born 
in  Philadelphia,  and  entered  the  navy  in  1826. 
lie  was  •the  inventor  of  the  ponderous  shell  guns 
known  as  the  “ Dahlgrens,”  and  also  of  a bronze 
howitzer,  of  light  calibre,  for  throwing  shrapnel, 
shells,  and  canister  shot.  lie  was  the  author  of 
several  works,  principally  on  the  practice  of  artillery.  On 
the  breaking  out  of  the  War  of  the  Union,  Commander 


.1  t 'ft!  iu  I"  >•’  ••  j!IJ  - 1 

, ;j  ■ c ,i  . .1.  Jr.  tno-i  m *>ff  ■■  > : -v  /«i  < : "■  ! 

. 


j.  -r.  ft.  , Mti  'J 

. !;.(]  C fli  sjjcyic) 


ll:  . 1 1!  • I • -fi I : i f; ‘ ;t-  . 


I . ... 


■ M ’■>  <(!'.  r I 'l<i  ’ ’■  "•  I"!  M ' ' ( ' r‘  v';) 


•). . f) 


. . ' i’ 1 ; -i  : 

■ Mu.  .'A  ' ■:'■■■»  ...t-t  1-1. 

V.-V  ! 1 v ; J '1  i,(  1 ‘,u- 

t,'j  , , irjr.  ilf  1. 


1 ■ , 7 / ' . 


BIOGRAPHICAL  ENCYCLOPAEDIA. 


S03 


Dahlgren  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  Washington  Navy 
Yard,  and  in  July,  1862,  received  a Captain’s  commission 
and  the  responsible  post  of  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Ord- 
nance. In  1 86 5,  in  recognition  of  his  valuable  services  to 
the  nation,  he  w as  made  Rear  Admiral,  and  in  the  same 
year  was  put  ir.  command  of  the  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 
In  1S64,  he  rendered  important  service  in  protecting  the 
city  of  Jacksonville,  Florida,  whither  the  United  States 
army  had  retired  after  the  defeat  of  Oluslee.  In  1S68,  he 
was  again  assigned  to  his  old  post  of  Chief  of  the  Bureau 
of  Ordnance,  and,  in  the  autumn  of  1869,  the  Washington 
Navy  Yard  was  once  more  placed  under  his  control  as  Com- 
mandant. lie  died  suddenly,  at  Washington,  July  12th, 
1870. 

ORTER,  JAMES  MADISON,  Lawyer  andjstates- 
raan,  was  born  in  the  year  1792.  lie  was  a son 
of  General  Andrew  Porter,  a famous  officer  in  the 
Continental  Army,  and  a brother  of  David  R. 
Porter,  for  six  years  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 
Like  the  latter,  he  was  educated  for  the  bar,  and 
opened  his  office  in  Easton,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  resided 
for  nearly  a half  century.  During  the  War  of  1S12,  he 
served  in  the  field,  having  volunteered  as  a private,  though 
he  was  subsequently  a commissioned  officer.  1 1 is  practice 
was  a large  one,  not  only  in  Northampton,  but  in  many  of 
the  adjoining  counties  both  of  his  native  State  and  New 
Jersey,  lie  was  a member  of  the  Convention  of  1S3S, 
which  revised  the  Constitution  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
in  which  he  took  a prominent  part.  I11  1843,  lie  was  ap- 
pointed by  President  Tyler  to  a scat  in  the  Cabinet,  having 
charge  of  the  Portfolio  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  subse- 
quent to  his  retirement  from  that  station,  in  1S45,  held 
many  prominent  positions  of  trust  and  profit.  He  was  one 
of  the  founders  of  Lafayette  College  (Easton,  Pennsyl- 
vania), ami  occupied  the  chair  of  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  that  institution  for  over  twenty-five  years. 
He  was  also  a prominent  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
and  for  many  years  held  an  official  position  in  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  State.  He  died  November  nth,  1S62. 


Vv/ry  INC II MAN,  HOWARD,  Merchant,  was  born  in 
1 S 1 7 , in  Gloucester  county,  New  Jersey,  where 
he  received  his  education.  When  in  his  sixteenth 
year,  he  moved  to  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania, 
and  entered  as  a clerk  the  grocery  store  of  (ona- 
than  Mul ford,  situated  at  the  northeast  corner 
of  Front  and  Market  streets.  There  he  gained  a thorough 
knowledge  of  the  business,  and,  in  1840,  commenced  a 
partnership  with  George  E.  Reeves,  doing  business  at  the 
corner  of  Front  and  Callowhill  streets.  This  connection 
lasted  for  three  years,  when  he  began  business  alone,  at 


the  northeast  corner  of  Eighth  and  Market  streets.  In 
1S45,  formed  a co-partnership  with  R.  W.  Steele,  to 
engage  in  the  Hour,  seed  and  grain  business,  at  423  Market 
street,  the  site  subsequently  occupied  by  the  Farmers’ 
Market.  In  1851,  he  entered  into  partnership  with  Walter 
C.  Livingstone,  at  812  Market  street,  and  continued  this 
relation  for  several  years.  He  then  associated  himself  with 
David  T.  Peacock,  formerly  one  of  the  firm  of  James  Steele 
& Co.,  and  Thomas  M.  Tell,  at  808  and  810  Market  street, 
in  the  buildings  erected  by  them.  David  T.  Peacock  dying 
in  1859,  and  Thomas  M.  Tell  in  1865,  the  business  came 
under  his  sole  supervision  and  control.  In  1869,  he  asso- 
ciated with  him  his  son,  Harvey  K.  Ilinchinan,  under  the 
firm-name  of  Howard  Hinchman  8:  Son.  Being  completely 
absorbed  in  business,  and  warmly  interested  in  every  enter- 
prise affecting  the  commercial  interests  of  Philadelphia,  he 
has  repeatedly  declined,  and  most  positively,  to  accept  any 
political  office  or  public  trust,  involving  connection  with 
political  parties  or  partisans.  He  has  held  nearly  every 
important  position  in  the  Commercial  Exchange  : has  been 
Director,  Secretary  and  President,  and  has  taken  an  active 
part  in  all  movements  of  importance.  He  was  the  last 
President  of  the  Corn  Exchange,  before  its  change  of  title. 
In  April,  1869,  he  became  President  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  and  at  present  holds  the  position  of  Director 
in  the  same  institution.  He  is  also  a Director  of  tile 
National  Bank  of  the  Republic,  and  Trustee  of  the  Penn 
Life  Insurance  Company.  As  a business  man,  he  is  noted 
for  his  energy,  sagacity  and  indomitable  perseverance;  as  a 
citizen,  for  his  incorruptible  honesty,  his  stern  aversion  to 
political  caballing,  and  his  shrewd  enterprise. 


YSART,  JAMES  II.,  Coal  Miner  and  Shipper, 
was  born  in  Huntingdon  county,  Pennsylvania, 
January  71I1,  1832.  His  father  was  a native 
of  Mifflin  county,  but  removed  to  Huntingdon 
in  1812,  where  he  purchased  property  and  pur- 
sued the  occupation  of  farming.  Anxious  to 
afford  to  his  son  every  advantage  for  the  acquirement  of  a 
thorough  education,  he  placed  him,  at  an  early  age,  under 
the  care  of  the  Rev.  J.  Y.  McGuinness,  at  Millwood 
Academy.  Here  Janies  remained  for  three  years,  when  he 
entered  college,  at  Cannonsburg,  and  there  continued  his 


studies  in  the  higher  branches  for  the  four  years  following. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-four,  he  entered  the  service  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company,  as  freight  and  ticket 
•■went,  at  Altoona.  This  position  he  retained  for  eight 
years,  giving  entire  satisfaction  to  the  corporation  employ- 
ing him  and  to  all  parties  with  whom  he  came  in  business 
contact.  ■ Resigning  his  post  after  that  period  of  service,  he 
engaged  in  the  coal  trade,  purchasing,  in  connection  with 
William  C.  Keller,  the  business  of  Cooper  & Co,,  at 
I.illey’s  Station,  Cambria  county,  Pennsylvania.  The 
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partnership  thus  formed  continued  for  five  years,  the  firm 
doing,  during  that  time,  a safe  and  steadily-increasing 
business.  Upon  the  retirement  of  William  C.  Keller  from 
the  connection,  a new  co-partnership  was  entered  into  with 
Daniel  Laughman,  and  this  firm  still  prosperously  prose- 
cutes the  business.  During  his  life,  he  has  always  been 
noted  for  his  strict  attention  to  business;  in  common  with 
other  merchants,  he  has  suffered  the  vicissitudes  of  trade, 
but  he  has  never  succumbed  in  any  degree  to  them ; diffi- 
culties he  has  bravely  met,  and,  by  careful  consideration, 
sturdy  effort  and  prompt  action,  surmounted.  These  ster- 
ling qualities,  in  connection  with  close  attention  to  his 
business,  have  brought  him  wealth  (invested  in  the  mining 
interests  of  Cambria  county)  before  he  has  more  than  at- 
tained the  meridian  of  life.  lie  was  married,  in  1856,  to 
Martha  A.,  the  daughter  of  Aaron  Beyers,  a prominent 
merchant  of  Blair  county.  He  has  never  taken  any  promi- 
nent part  in  politics,  contenting  himself  with  the  manage- 
ment of  his  business,  and  satisfied  that,  with  the  intelligent 
discharge  of  his  duties  as  a citizen,  he  gains  honor  suf- 
ficient for  his  ambition. 


HARP,  ALEXANDER,  M.  D.,  United  States 
Marshal,  District  of  Columbia,  was  born  near 
Newville,  Cumberland  county,  Pennsylvania, 
July  29th,  1825.  His  father,  Rev.  Alexander 
Sharp,  who  died  in  1857,  was  a son  of  Captain 
Alexander  Sharp,  who  served  during  the  Revo- 
lutionary War,  and  soon  after  its  close  settled  in  Indiana 
county,  Pennsylvania,  which  was  then  the  western  frontier. 
Being  harassed  by  Indians,  he  removed,  before  1790,  to 
Cumberland  county,  and  built  the  homestead  w here  Alex- 
ander and  his  father  were  born.  Alexander’s  early  educa- 
tion was  obtained  at  various  academic  institutions  until 
1S43,  when  he  was  so  far  advanced  in  his  studies  that  he 
entered  the  Sophomore  class  at  Jefferson  College,  Cannons- 
buig,  from  which  he  graduated,  in  1S46,  w ith  the  degree 
of  A.  B.  His  father  also  graduated  from  the  same  college, 
in  1S19.  He  next  studied  medicine,  attending  lectures  at 
Jefferson  Medical  College,  at  Philadelphia,  and  graduated 
in  1S49,  receiving  his  degree  of  M D.  During  his  studies 
here,  the  celebrated  surgeon,  Dr.  Joseph  I’ancoast,  was  the 
Professor  of  Anatomy.  After  nearly  a year  spent  in  travel, 
he  attended  another  course  of  lectures,  to  perfect  himself  in 
his  profession,  and,  in  1850,  settled  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri, 
for  practice.  He  remained  in  that  city  nearly  six  years, 
during  which  time  he  married  Ellen,  the  second  daughter 
of  Frederick  Dent,  a resident  of  the  same  county,  and  a 
sister  of  the  wife  of  President  Grant.  Leaving  St.  Louis, 
he  resided  for  nearly  two  years  at  Frederick  Dent’s  farm, 
about  nine  miles  southwest  of  the  city,  when  he  removed 
to  Lincoln  county,  Missouri,  where  he  practised  in  that  and 
the  adjoining  county  of  Pike,  with  a brief  interval,  until 
1S64.  Upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  he  enrolled  him- 


self, with  other  Union  men,  in  a local  home-guard,  when, 
in  June,  1861,  he  was  appointed  Surgeon  in  the  service, 
and  proceeded  to  Cairo,  Illinois,  w here  he  served  in  the 
hospitals  until  the  close  of  the  year,  when  he  returned 
home.  In  1S64,  his  health  failing,  so  that  he  was  forced 
to  relinquish  the  practice  of  his  profession,  he  went  to  Car- 
roll  Parish,  Louisiana,  where  he  took  charge  of,  and  man- 
aged, several  large  cotton  plantations  belonging  to  his 
brother-in-law,  Judge  Dent,  near  Lake  Providence,  and 
remained  until  the  close  of  the  year.  In  April,  1865,  im- 
mediately after  Lee’s  surrender,  he  was  appointed  a Special 
Agent  of  the  Post-Office  Department,  and  was  sent  to  Rich 
mond,  Virginia,  to  re-establish  and  take  charge  of  the  post- 
office  there.  He  did  so,  and  continued  in  charge  until  he 
was  appointed  Postmaster,  in  December,  1865,  and  served 
in  that  capacity  until  March,  1S69,  at  which  date  he  had 
fully  regained  his  health.  While  serving  in  this  capacity, 
he  was  elected  a Director  of  the  Virginia  Central  Railroad 
(now'  know'll  as  the  Chesapeake  & Ohio),  and,  during  his 
term  of  office,  arrangements  were  effected  with  certain  , 
bankers  in  New  York  which  enabled  the  road  to  be  com- 
pleted to  the  Ohio  liver.  He  was  appointed,  in  1S6S,  by 
General  Schofield,  commanding  the  District,  a member  of 
the  Richmond  City  Council,  and  during  his  term  of  service 
he  inaugurated  the  effort  to  establish  a system  of  free 
schools,  to  succeed  those  established  and  supported  by  vari- 
ous Northern  educational  societies.  In  186S  and  1S69.  he 
was  Treasurer  of  the  State  Central  Republican  Committee. 

In  1S6S,  he  was  tendered  the  nomination  of  the  Republi- 
cans for  Representative  in  Congress,  but  declined,  and,  in 
1869,  received  the  Republican  vote  in  the  State  Legislature 
for  United  States  Senator,  but  w'as  defeated  by  Senator 
Johnston,  the  Conservative  candidate.  In  1868  he  was  a 
delegate  to  the  Republican  National  Convention,  which 
nominated  General  Grant,  at  Chicago,  but  did  not  take  his 
scat.  Upon  the  accession  of  General  Grant  to  the  Presi- 
dency, he  was  appointed  Marshal  of  the  United  States 
Courts  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  was  re-appointed 
in  March,  1S73.  He  has  a family  of  eight  children  living, 
the  eldest  of  w hom  is  a Midshipman  in  the  United  States 
Navy. 

ONTOOTII,  EDWARD  A.,  Lawyer,  was  born  in 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  September  1 8th,  1837. 
After  enjoying  the  educational  advantages  af- 
forded by  the  schools  of  his  native  city,  he  began 
eu?  fhe  sbuly  of  the  law,  under  the  direction  of  A.  M. 

" Watson,  on  February  26th,  1856,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar,  December  7th,  1861.  He  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Pittsburgh,  but,  having 
raised  a company  of  volunteers,  in  1S62,  was  commissioned 
First  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  of  Company  A,  155th  Regi- 
ment Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  September  2d,  1862,  and 
entered  at  once  upon  active  military  service.  He  took  a 
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distinguished  part  in  the  battles  of  South  Mountain,  Anlie- 
tam,  Fredericksburg,  Chaneellorsville,  Gettysburg,  and  all 
the  minor  engagements  in  which  his  regiment  participated. 
In  August,  1S64,  he  was  assigned  to  duty  as  Adjutant  upon 
the  staff  of  J.  V.  Bumford,  Acting  Assistant  Provost-Mar- 
shal of  the  Western  Division  of  Pennsylvania.  This  posi- 
tion he  filled  until  he  returned  to  his  regiment  and  was 
commissioned  Captain  of  Company  A,  155*-^  Regiment, 
May  15th,  1865.  lie  was  brevet  ted  Major  for  “ meritorious 
conduct  at  Gettysburg,”  and  served  with  credit  until  mustered 
out,  June  2d,  1865.  lie  then  resumed  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  his  native  city,  where  he  has  since  continued, 
and  has  won  honorable  distinction.  In  October,  1871,  he 
was  elected  to  the  Select  Council  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh, 
and  as  a member  of  that  body  made  a pure  and  enviable 
record,  lie  was  also  Junior  Vice-Commander  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic  for  Pennsylvania.  He  entered  early  into 
the  political  arena,  and  having  identified  himself  with  the 
Republican  party,  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  all  its  im- 
portant struggles.  During  the  Presidential  campaigns  of 
1S68  and  1S72,  he  was  especially  active  ns  the  Chairman 
of  prominent  Republican  County  Committees.  This  year 
(1874)  he  received  the  nomination  of  the  Republican  party 
for  the  olfice  of  District  Attorney  of  Allegheny  county,  and 
his  peculiar  fitness  fur  the  position,  in  addition  to  the  great 
numerical  strength  of  his  party  in  the  county,  indicate  for 
him  a signal  triumph.  He  was  commissioned  by  Governor 
11a rt rnn ft , I.ieutenanl-Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant-Gene- 
ral of  the  Sixth  Military  Division  of  Pennsylvania,  August 
1st,  1S73. 


from  no  desire  on  the  part  of  the  people  to  dispense  with 
his  services,  or  wish  of  his  to  abandon  his  good  work. 
During  his  official  career,  he  labored  incessantly  to  improve 
anil  elevate  to  the  highest  attainable  point  the  school  system 
of  his  native  county.  The  character  of  the  teachers,  pupils, 
and  of  the  school-buildings  was  all  greatly  advanced  during 
his  judicious  administration ; and  to  his  wisdom  and 
industry,  mainly,  is  Lancaster  county  indebted  for  the  high 
reputation  sustained  by  her  public  schools.  He  devoted 
much  of  Ids  attention  to  the  improvement  of  the  teachers, 
and  was  active  in  his  encouragement  of  the  annual  teachers’ 
meetings,  using  every  effort  to  elevate  their  tone,  and  being 
the  first  Superintendent  to  publish  the  proceedings  of  these 
meetings  as  an  addition  to  the  educational  history  of  the 
Stale.  In  politics  he  has  always  been  strongly  attached  to 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  party;  was  an  earnest  sup- 
porter of  Fremont,  in  1S56,  and  look  an  active  part  in  that 
presidential  campaign.  After  his  retirement  from  official 
station,  he  was  offered  unusually  high  remuneration  to  rc- 
engage  in  the  profession  of  teaching,  but  he  preferred  to 
become  a student,  and  accordingly  entered  upon  a course 
of  legal  reading.  lie  is  the  senior  member  of  the  firm  of 
Evans  & Mctzler,  real  estate  and  insurance  brokers,  and  his 
business  reputation  is  fully  equal  to  that  sustained  by  him 
as  an  accomplished  gentleman  and  an  honest,  industrious, 
and  most  efficient  public  servant.  lie  was  married,  in 
October,  1S5S,  to  a daughter  of  Jacob  Zook,  a well-known 
farmer  of  Lampetre  township,  Lancaster  county,  Pennsyl- 
vnnin. 
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VANS,  DAVID,  Merchant,  Broker  and  Lawyer, 
was  born  in  Manheim  township,  Lancaster  county, 
Pennsylvania,  February  21st,  1S27.  lie  is  of 
Welsh  and  German  descent,  his  father,  John 
Evans,  having  been  a wealthy  and  influential 
w citizen  of  Lancaster  county,  lie  enjoyed  every 
educational  advantage  which  the  cultivated  intelligence  and 
ample  means  of  his  father  could  afford  him.  lie  graduated 
with  high  honors,  from  Franklin  A Marshall  College,  Lan- 
caster, I’ennsylvania,  in  the  class  of  1S5S.  He  had  been 
engaged  in  teaching  for  several  years  prior  to  his  matricula- 
tion in  that  institution,  and  after  graduating,  he  returned  to 
his  preceptorial  pursuits  and  continued  therein  for  one  year. 
His  acknowledged  abilities,  united  with  the  great  interest 
he  had  always  exhibited  in  regard  to  all  matters  pertaining 
to  public  education,  caused  him  to  be,  in  February,  1 S59, 
appointed  General  Superintendent  of  the  Public  Schools  of 
Lancaster  county.  In  this  highly  responsible  position  he 
served  with  general  satisfaction  for  thirteen  years.  Origin- 
ally appointed  to  fill  an  unexpired  term,  he  was  elected  and  ! 
re  e lected  during  the  period  above  mentioned.  His  retire-  | 
ment  from  the  post  which  he  had  so  long  ami  acceptably  I 
tdh-d,  was  solely  the  result  ol  political  combinations,  and1 


jp  y COFIELD,  I ION.  GI.ENNI  W.,  Lawyer  and 
c'  - Legislator,  was  born  in  Dewitlvillc,  Chautauqua 


county,  New  York,  March  nth,  1S17.  Having 
enjoyed  such  educational  advantages  as  were 
afforded  by  the  common  schools  of  that  period 
and  section,  until  his  fourteenth  year,  he  entered 
an  establishment  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  a know  ledge 
of  the  art  of  printing.  After  serving  three  years  of  his 
apprenticeship  to  this  trade,  he  resumed  his  studies,  and, 
first  pursuing  a course  in  the  higher  branches,  entered 
Hamilton  College,  New  York,  in  1836.  Graduating  from 
this  institution  in  1S40,  he  immediately  accepted  a position 
as  tutor  in  a private  family,  residing  in  Fatquier  county, 
Virginia.  Here  he  remained  for  one  year,  when  he  returned 
North,  and  for  twelve  months  held  a like  post  in  McKean 
county,  Pennsylvania.  During  these  years,  his  leisure  time 
had  been  industriously  and  profitably  employed  in  the 
acquisition  of  legal  knowledge.  He  completed  the  study 
of  the  law'  under  the  tuition  of  Hon.  C.  B.  Curtis,  of  War- 
ren, Pennsylvania,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  at  Warren, 
in  1842.  Hi;  industry  and  ability  quickly  gaining  him  a 
prominent  position,  he  built  up  an  extensive  and  lucrative 
practice,  in  the  prosecution  of  which  he  is  still  as  actively 
engaged  as  when  he  lo  t entered  the  profc"  -ion  to  strive  for 
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fame  and  fortune.  From  early  manhood  he  manifested  an 
honorable  and  patriotic  interest  in  political  questions,  and 
soon  became  a recognized  leader  in  the  Democratic  party. 
By  the  members  of  that  party,  he  was,  in  1850,  elected  a 
member  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania.  Here  he  made 
his  influence  felt,  and  gained  enviable  and  honorable  dis- 
tinction. lie  was  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, and  his  speech  in  advocacy  of  an  Elective  Judiciary 
was  a most  elaborate  and  able  effort,  adding  greatly  to  his 
reputation,  and  attaining  a wide  circulation  and  most  favor- 
able reception  throughout  the  State.  Although  a strong 
Democrat,  and  a believer  in  the  principles  of  that  party  at 
the  time,  yet  he  was  always  an  Anti-Slavery  advocate,  and 
even  in  his  college  days  was  a prominent  member  of  an 
Abolition  society.  Holding  such  views,  he  naturally  became 
the  champion  of  the  “ Wilmot  Proviso,”  the  uncompromis- 
ing opponent  of  the  “ Fugitive  Slave  Law,”  ami  an  earnest 
worker  to  effect  the  repeal  of  the  “ Missouri  Compromise.” 
This  opposition  to  some  of  its  most  favored  doctrines  served 
to  alienate  him  from  the  Democratic  party,  with  which  he 
had  been  so  long  connected.  Upon  the  formation  of*  the 
Republican  organization,  in  1S56,  he  publicly  severed  his 
old  political  connections,  and  gave  his  willing  adherence  to 
the  new  power  which  represented  so  well  and  fully  his  life- 
long convictions  and  openly-avowed  principles.  Soon  an 
acknowledged  leader  in  the  ranks  of  his  new  associates,  he 
was,  in  1856,  nominated  for  State  Senator,  and  being  elected 
(from  a district  previously  strongly  Democratic)  by  a 
majority  of  1200,  he  served  in  that  capacity  until  1S60. 
The  advanced  position  to  which  he  had  attained  in  the 
Lower  I louse,  as  an  effective  speaker  ami  logical  rcasoner, 
was  fully  sustained  by  him  during  Ids  senatorial  career. 
While  thus  serving,  he  introduced  and  ably  advocated  the 
bills  to  exempt  the  homestead  from  sale  for  debt,  and 
abrogating  all  laws  excluding  the  testimony  of  witnesses  on 
account  of  religious  belief.  The  opponents  of  these  meas- 
ures, although  unable  to  answer  his  arguments  in  favor  of 
them,  finally  succeeded  in  defeating  the  bills.  He  also 
introduced  and  succeeded  in  carrying  the  bill  for  the  grant- 
ing of  aid  by  the  State  to  the  Philadelphia  & Erie  Railroad, 
which  has  been  productive  of  such  beneficial  results  by  the 
development  of  the  natural  resources  of  the  formerly  wild 
section  of  the  State  in  which  he  resides,  and  where  the 
interests  of  his  constituents,  as  well  as  his  own,  are  directly 
centred.  lie  was  temporarily  appointed,  by  Governor 
Andrew  G.  Curtin,  in  1S61,  President  Judge  of  the 
Eighteenth  Judicial  District  of  Pennsylvania.  In  1862, 
desiring  to  testify  still  further  their  appreciation  of  his  worth 
and  valuable  services,  no  less  than  to  secure  well-known 
influence,  his  constituents  nominated  and  elected  him  a 
Member  of  the  Thirty-eighth  Congress,  and  he  has  been  re- 
elected to  each  succeeding  Congress.  He  was  elected,  in 
1S72,  by  the  Republican  party,  one  of  the  three  Congress- 
men at  large  from  Pennsylvania,  and  as  such  has  served, 
with  his  usual  ability,  in  the  Forty-third  Congress,  being 


Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  and  fully 
sustaining  the  high  character  for  statesmanship  and  rare 
business  qualifications  which  gained  him  honor  and  reputa- 
tion in  the  Legislature  of  his  State. 

X,  (“JORDAN,  FRANCIS,  Lawyer,  ex-Secretary  of  the 
J I Commonwealth,  is  of  Scotch-Irish  extraction,  and 
Cgl  was  born  in  Bedford  county,  Pennsylvania,  Feb- 
ruary  5th,  1S20.  He  was  educated  at  Marshall 
College,  Mercersburg,  Pennsylvania;  Augusta 
College,  Kentucky,  and  subsequently  at  the 
Franklin  & Marshall  College  in  this  State.  Upon  the 
completion  of  his  collegiate  course,  he  returned  to  Bedford 
and  commenced  the  study  of  the  law,  teaching  school 
meanwhile,  in  order  to  meet  the  expenses  attendant  upon 
his  legal  education.  After  a three  years’  course  of  careful 
reading  under  the  tuition  of  S.  M.  Barclay  and  W.  C. 
Logan,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bedford  bar,  and  continued 
in  practice  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War.  Prior  to 
his  engagement  in  the  Union  military  service,  he  practised 
his  profession  in  partnership  with  the  late  Judge  King. 
Shortly  after  his  admission  to  the  bar,  he  was  appointed 
District  Attorney  for  Bedford  county.  At  that  time  this 
appointment  was  in  the  gilt  of  the  Attorney-General  of  the 
State,  and  when  the  law  was  changed,  making  the  office 
of  District  Attorney  elective,  he  was  chosen  for  the  term  of 
three  years,  at  the  close  of  which  he  declined  a re-election. 
While  officiating  in  this  position,  his  indictments  were,  in 
every  instance,  so  accurately  and  skilfully  drawn,  that  not 
one  of  them  was  ever  “ quashed  ” for  informality.  In  1S55, 
he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate  for  the  districts  composed 
of  Bedford,  Somerset,  and  Fulton  counties,  and  was  the 
champion  of  the  bill  for  the  sale  of  the  Public  Works;  also 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Apportionment  of  the 
State  fur  Members  of  the  General  Assembly ; upon  this 
occasion,  lie  was  chiefly  instrumental  in  obtaining  for  the 
old  Whig  party  a fairer  distribution  than  had  ever  been 
made  previously.  While  in  the  Senate,  he  was  Chairman 
of  the  Judiciary  Committee  at  the  time  w hen  such  celebrities 
as  Judge  Wilkins,  Hon.  D.  A.  Finney,  G.  W.  Scofield, 
and  Charles  B.  Penrose  were  members,  an  honor  worthy 
of  mention.  Subsequently,  he  was  a member  of  a commis- 
sion of  three,  appointed  to  revise  the  Civil  Code  of  the 
State.  At  the  close  of  his  senatorial  term,  he  declined  the 
offer  of  a second  nomination,  desiring  to  devote  his  atten- 
tion to  legal  pursuits.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  he  was 
appointed  Assistant  Quartermaster,  and  later,  Paymaster  in 
the  army.  After  serving  in  this  capacity  for  two  years  and 
six  months,  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Curtin,  Military 
Agent  at  Washington,  District  of  Columbia.  The  duties 
of  this  position  required  both  legal  and  military  knowledge, 
and  an  unwavering  integrity  and  loyally,  and  in  every  par- 
ticular he  conducted  himself  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all 
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concerned.  In  grateful  acknowledgment  of  his  services, 
the  Legislature  passed  an  act  conferring  on  him  the  rank 
and  pay  of  a Colonel  of  infantry.  In  1867,  he  was  appointed 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  discharged  the  duties 
of  this  office  with  ability  and  integrity,  serving  during  both 
terms  of  Governor  Geary.  While  before  the  public  he  wrote 
and  spoke  continually  on  matters  concerning  Constitutional 
Reform,  and  did  much  to  educate  public  sentiment  in  favor 
of  the  new  Constitution.  In  a letter  written  at  the  request 
of  lion.  Morton  McMichael,  Richard  Vaux,  George  W. 
Riddle  and  others,  he  suggested  thirteen  amendments  to  the 
Constitution,  and  of  these  the  Convention  adopted  twelve. 
In  February,  1S72,  at  the  invitation  of  the  Social  Science 
Organization  of  Philadelphia,  he  delivered  his  famous  lec- 
ture on  Constitutional  Reform,  since  widely  copied  and 
commented  upon.  Of  this  address  the  lion.  Jeremiah  S. 
Elaek  said  that  it  was  “ the  best,  the  bravest,  and  the  most 
effective  blow  that  legislative  corruption  had  received  at 
the  hands  of  any  man  in  the  Commonwealth  ; ” and  that 
“ his  analysis  of  the  Statute-Book  of  Pennsylvania,  with  his 
exposure  of  its  absurdities,  was  masterly  in  the  best  sense 
of  the  word.”  Speaking  on  the  same  subject,  the  lion. 
Charles  I.  Faulkner,  of  Virginia,  says : “ I have  read  it 
with  great  profit,  and  consider  your  argument  on  the  subject 
of  special  legislation  overwhelming.” 
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iAUMONT,  JOHN  COLT,  Captain  United  States 
Navy,  was  born  at  Wilkesbarre,  Pennsylvania, 
August  27th,  182 1, and  is  a son  of  II011.  Andrew 
Beaumont,  who  held  many  local  offices  in  I.uzernc 
county,  was  a member  of  the  Legislature,  Repre- 
sentative in  Congress,  and  Commissioner  of  Public 
Buildings  and  Grounds  at  Washington.  1 1 is  mother  was 
a relative  of  Colonel  Colt,  of  Hartford,  Connecticut,  the 
inventor  of  the  revolving  pistol.  He  received  an  academic 
education  at  the  Wilkesbarre  Academy,  and  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  was  appointed  Midshipman  in  the  navy,  to  date 
March  1st,  1S3S.  Reporting  at  New  York,  he  sailed  on 
the  United  States  sloop-of-war  “ Erie  ” for  the  West  India 
Squadron,  where  he  served  on  board  the  sloop  “ Ontario” 
until  1S40,  when  he  returned  to  Boston  in  the  same  vessel 
in  which  he  left  the  United  States.  In  December,  1S40, 
he  was  ordered  on  board  the  frigate  “ Constellation,”  and 
served  in  the  Last  India  Squadron  until  1S44,  when  he  re- 
turned home,  passed  the  requisite  examination  and  was  pro- 
moted Passed  Midshipman.  He  served  on  board  the 
“ Jamestown,”  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  during  1S45,  and  until 
the  breaking  out  of  the  Mexican  War,  when  he  was  ordered, 
in  1846,10  the  sliip-of-the-line  “ Ohio,”  and  was  present 
on  board  that  vessel  at  the  siege  and  capture  of  Vera  Cruz 
and  the  capture  of  Tuxpan.  After  the  Mexican  War  his 
vessel  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  the  Pacific  Squadron,  but 
young  Beaumont  was  detached  from  the  ship  at  Rio  Janeiro 
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and  returned  home  in  the  frigate  “ Columbia”  as  Impacting 
Lieutenant.  llis  next  duty  was  at  the  Naval  Observatory, 
in  1848  ; at  which,  and  on  coast  survey,  he  was  engaged  with 
Lieutenant  Porter,  now  Admiral,  in  making  a survey  of  the 
Hell  Gate  channel,  Last  river,  until  the  spring  of  1849, 
when  he  was  ordered  to  the  frigate  “ Independence,”  bound 
for  the  European  or  Mediterranean  Squadron.  As  Master, 
and  as  acting  Lieutenant,  he  served  on  board  this  vessel 
until  the  summer  of  1S52,  when  he  was  again  ordered  to 
the  Observatory,  where  he  remained  until  May,  1854.  lie 
had  in  the  meantime  been  promoted  Master,  August  30th , 
1851,  and  Lieutenant,  August  29th,  1S52.  His  next  ser- 
vice was  in  the  “San  Jacinto,”  under  Captain  Stribling, 
on  special  service  for  ten  months,  in  1S55,  and,  in  1856,110 
was  detached  and  ordered  on  board  the  frigate  “ Potomac,” 
flag-ship  to  Commodore  Paulding,  commanding  the  Home 
Squadron.  When  Paulding,  in  1857,  transferred  his  tlag 
to  the  “ Wabash,”  Beaumont  accompanied  him,  and  re- 
mained on  board  until  the  spring  of  1858,  when  he  was  or- 
dered to  the  receiving-ship  “ North  Carolina,”  at  New 
York,  where  he  remained  until  1859.  In  1S59,  he  was 
ordered  to  the  “ Hartford,”  Last  India  Squadron,  and  re- 
mained until  1861,  having  been  transferred,  in  1S60,  to  the 
sloop  “ John  Adams,”  in  which  vessel  he  came  home  as 
Executive  Officer.  Arriving  home  after  the  breaking  out 
of  the  Rebellion,  he  was  soon  assigned  to  the  command  of 
the  gunboat  “ Aroostook,”  North  Atlantic  Blockading 
Squadron,  and  which  was  the  first  wooden  vessel  which 
served  in  the  James  river.  He  was  actively  engaged  in  the 
battles  at  Fort  Darling,  under  Captain  Rodgers,  in  May 
and  June,  1862,  and  was  the  first  to  open  fire  on  the  rebel 
lines  at  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill,  July  1st,  1S62.  July 
14th,  1S62,  he  was  promoted  Commander,  ami  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  same  month  was  taken  ill  and  received  sick 
leave  for  four  months.  lie  was  next  placed  in  Command 
of  the  “ Sebago,”  a gunboat  attached  to  the  South  Atlantic 
Squadron,  and  was  stationed  olt  Port  Royal  and  neigh- 
boring ports  of  South  Carolina  until  the  spring  of  1863, 
when  he  was  placed  in  command  of  the  monitor  “ Nan- 
tucket;” in  which  vessel  he  participated  in  most  of  the  en- 
gagements at  Morris  Island  and  the  reduction  of  Forts 
Wagner  and  Sumter,  in  Charleston  harbor,  in  1S63.  In 
the  spring  of  1G64,  he  was  placed  in  command  of  the  steamer 
“ Mackinaw,”  of  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
and  remained  until  the  close  of  the  war,  taking  part  in  both 
attacks  on  Fort  Fisher,  under  Admiral  Porter,  and  in  the 
subsequent  fighting  along  Cape  F'ear  river.  Much  of  the 
time  he  was  on  this  station  he  was  engaged  in  lor]  cdo 
hunting  in  James  river;  and  in  the  last  light  at  Fort  Fisher 
one  of  his  boilers  exploded,  wounding  and  killing  one  officer 
and  seventeen  men.  In  1S66,  be  was  selected  to  command 
the  doublc-turreted  monitor  “ Miantonomah,”  which  carried 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  Fox  to  Russia  to  present 
to  the  Czar  the  congratulations  of  this  Government  at  his 
escape  from  an  attempt  at  assassination.  The  voyage  at- 
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traded  the  attention  of  naval  officers  throughout  the  world, 
as  the  sea-going  qualities  of  the  monitors  had  never  yet 
been  tested  by  an  ocean  voyage.  After  leaving  St.  Peters- 
burg the  vessel  cruised  along  the  European  coast  to  the 
Mediterranean,  and  returned  safely  to  the  United  States  in 
1S67,  after  an  absence  of  fourteen  months.  lie  was  retired 
from  active  service  in  April,  1S6S,  but  was  restored  in 
1873,  promoted  Captain,  to  date  June  10th,  1S72,  and  placed 
on  duty  as  Executive  Officer  at  the  Washington  Navy  Yard, 
where  he  remained  until  June,  1S73.  From  July,  1 S73, 
until  July,  1S74,  he  commanded  the  “ Powhatlan,”  which 
was  serving  on  special  duty  under  the  orders  of  the  Navy 
Department  along  the  Atlantic  coast.  During  the  antici- 
pated troubles  with  Spain,  in  lS73-’74,  he  was  actively  en- 
gaged in  cruising  from  the  United  States  to  Cuba  and  back, 
and  on  two  occasions  towed  monitors  to  Key  West.  He 
married,  in  1S52,  a daughter  of  Rev.  John  Dorrance,  of 
Wilkcsbarre,  wdio  died  in  1855,  leaving  one  son,  who  is 
now  living.  He  was  re-married,  in  1S73,  to  a daughter 
of  lion.  Charles  Kirby  King,  who  was  long  connected  with 
the  Navy  Department.  He  inherits  an  inventive  genius,  and 
invented  and  introduced  a roller  hand-spike,  which  is  used 
hy  the  army  and  navy,  a hawse-plug  and  the  ventilator  now' 
used  on  board  naval  vessels.  During  his  service  in  the 
navy  he  has  been  at  sea  twenty-two  years,  on  shore  duly 
four  and  one-half  years,  and  unemployed  ten  years,  of  which 
five  years  were  passed  on  the  retired  list. 
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YERS,  LEONARD,  Lawyer  and  Congressman, 
was  born  near  Attleborough,  Bucks  county, 
Pennsylvania,  November  13th,  1827.  When  he 
was  about  ten  years  of  age  his  parents  removed  to 
Philadelphia,  where  he  received  his  education, 
on  the  completion  of  which  he  entered  upon  the 
study  of  the  law,  and  in  due  course  was  admitted  a member 
of  the  Philadelphia  bar.  lie  soon  acquired  a considerable 
practice,  especially  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  and 
became  the  Solicitor  of  two  of  the  municipal  districts  of 
the  city.  Upon  the  consolidation  of  the  several  districts, 
in  1S54,  he  digested  the  ordinances  for  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia by  authority  of  Councils.  In  October,  1862, 
he  was  elected  to  the  Thirty-eighth  Congress  from  the 
Third  District  as  a Republican,  and  has  since  been  re-elected 
to  the  Thirty-ninth,  Fortieth,  Forty-first,  Forty-second  and 
Forty-third  Congresses  successively  by  large  majorities.  In 
his  action  in  Congress  and  in  all  his  public  service  his  zeal 
and  ability,  and  his  disinterested  public  spirit,  have  won 
for  him  a deservedly  high  and  enviable  reputation  among 
his  colleagues,  and  the  esteem  and  perfect  confidence  of 
his  constituents.  He  has  served  on  several  important  com- 
mittees, and  has  always  taken  a most  active  part  in  all  the 
measures  brought  before  the  House.  In  particular,  his 
influence  was  exerted  in  securing  to  the  Government  League 


Island  as  a naval  station,  and  in  obtaining  the  selection  of 
Philadelphia  as  the  place  in  which  to  hold  the  Centennial 
International  Exhibition  under  Government  auspices.  At 
present  he  is  a member  of  the  Committees  on  Foreign  Af- 
fairs and  on  Naval  Affairs.  1 1 is  written  productions  com- 
prise many  valuable  papers  contributed  to  the  magazines, 
and  some  translations  from  the  French,  which  are  very 
happily  done.  A most  eloquent  and  able  speech  of  his  may 
also  he  here  mentioned,  which  was  delivered  in  the  House 
on  March  24th,  1S66,  the  subject  being  the  “ Acceptance 
of  the  Results  of  the  War  the  True  Basis  of  Reconstruction,” 
as  may  also  his  Memorial  Address  upon  the  Death  of  Presi- 
dent Lincoln,  one  of  the  best  of  the  many  admirable  speeches 
called  forth  by  this  sad  occasion.  As  a member,  and  some 
time  Chairman,  of  the  Committee  on  Patents,  he  has  inte- 
rested himself  greatly  in  the  inventors  of  the  country  and 
in  the  amendment  of  the  patent  laws.  He  is  the  author 
of  the  section  by  which  photo  lithographic  copies  of  the 
drawings  of  each  invention  are  given  weekly  to  the  public 
as  the  patents  are  issued.  Upon  the  Naval  Committee  his 
eflorts  to  strengthen  the  Navy  have  been  frequent  and  con- 
spicuous, and  his  bill  to  allow  sailors  a free  outfit  of  cloth- 
ing has  met  general  commendation.  Upon  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Affairs  he  has  been  no  less  active.  He  spoke  in 
fievor  of  the  Alaska  purchase,  and  in  the  Forty-second 
Congress  he  was  authorized  to  report  the  French  Spoliation 
Bill,  a measure  of  long-delayed  justice  presented  and  urged 
by  him,  but  again  postponed  by  Congress  as  it  had  been 
for  many  years  before.  On  several  occasions  he  aided  the 
legislation  in  favor  of  protection  to  American  citizens,  most 
fervently  and  practically  asserting  their  rights  in  the  debate 
upon  the  celebrated  case  of  Dr.  Ilouard,  a native  of  Phila- 
delphia, condemned  to  death  by  the  mockery  of  a military 
court  in  Cuba,  whose  life  was  no  doubt  saved  by  the  action 
of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


ATTS,  FREDERICK,  Jr.,  Civil  Engineer,  was 
born  in  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  January  91b, 
1843.  Ilis  father  was  Frederick  Watts,  of 
Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  formerly  President  Judge 
of  the  Ninth  Judicial  District  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  now  Commissioner  of  Agriculture,  a man 
of  culture,  talent  and  ability.  He  w'as  educated  at  Dick- 
inson College,  Pennsylvania,  Agricultural  College,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  Eastman  College,  New  York.  In  May,  1864, 
he  joined  the  195th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  attached  to 
the  Army  of  the  Shenandoah,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
arduous  and  dangerous  service  until  November,  1S64. 
In  lS6fi,  he  engaged  in  the  grain  and  commission  business 
at  Newville,  Pennsylvania,  and  continued  these  pursuits 
until  1 869.  He  then  followed  the  profession  of  civil  en- 
gineering until  December,  1871,  when  he  was  appointed  as 
a fourth-class  clerk  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture  at 
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Washington.  January  S1I1,  1 S73,  he  was  appointed  Chief 
Clerk  of  that  department,  a position  which  he  still  holds, 
and  whose  numerous  duties  he  fulfils  with  admirable  exacti- 
tude and  ability.  He  has  proved  himself  to  be  a capable 
and  efficient  second  to  the  Commissioner,  and  has  assisted 
very  materially  in  carrying  out  the  many  important  reforms 
of  that  department.  He  was  married,  November  29th,  1S72, 
to  Miss  Bayly,  of  Cambridge,  Maryland. 


TEVENS,  1 ION.  TIIADDEUS,  Lawyer  and 
Statesman,  was  born  at  Danville,  Caledonia 
county,  Vermont,  on  the  4U1  of  April,  1792. 
His  parents  being  in  indigent  circumstances,  he 
was,  in  consequence,  thrown  early  in  life  upon 
his  own  resources,  and  thus  acquired  a habit  of 
self-reliance  which  in  after  life  proved  invaluable  both  to 
himself  and  to  the  country.  He  obtained  his  preliminary 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  the  neighborhood,  and 
then  entered  the  Academy  of  Peacham,  where,  by  teaching 
during  the  vacations  of  school,  he  procured  the  means  by 
which  he  was  enabled  to  pursue  subsequently  a collegiate 
course  of  study.  He  first  entered  the  University  of  Ver- 
mont, and  remained  there  about  two  years,  but  the  college 
suspending  operations  on  account  of  the  War  of  1S12,  he 
proceeded  to  Dartmouth  College,  and  graduated  with  dis- 
tinction at  that  institution  in  1S14.  After  reading  law  at 
Peacham,  in  the  office  of  Judge  Mattocks,  for  some  months, 
he  left  his  native  State  and  settled  in  Pennsylvania  in  1 S 1 5 , 
first  in  the  town  of  York,  where  he  taught  an  academy  and 
at  the  same  time  pursued  his  legal  studies.  He  then  went 
to  Belair,  Harford  county,  Maryland,  and  was  admitted  to 
practice  there  in  August,  1S16.  Immediately  after  this  he 
returned  to  Pennsylvania  and  opened  a law  office  at  Gettys- 
burg, in  Adams  county.  He  soon  obtained  an  extensive 
and  lucrative  business,  to  which  he  gave  his  entire  atten- 
tion for  some  sixteen  years,  and  acquired  a reputation  in 
the  State  as  one  of  its  ablest  lawyers.  He  became  first 
actively  engaged  in  politics  with  the  rise  of  the  Anti-Masonic 
party  in  1S2S,  which  party  he  joined  in  their  opposition  to 
secret  societies.  lie  was  elected  to  the  popular  branch  of 
the  Legislature  of  his  Slate  in  1S33,  as  a Representative 
from  the  county  of  Adams,  and  continued  to  serve  in  that 
body  almost  without  interruption  until  1S40.  During  this 
service  he  championed  many  measures  of  improvement, 
among  others,  the  common  school  system  of  Pennsylvania, 
which  at  a critical  moment  he  saved  from  overthrow  by  a 
speech  which  he  always  asserted  to  have  been  the  most 
effective  he  ever  made.  In  I S37— ’38,  he  was  a member  of 
the  Constitutional  Convention  of  Pennsylvania.  This  Con- 
vention, notwithstanding  the  strenuous  opposition  of  a strong 
minority,  led  hv  him,  inserted  the  word  “ white  ” as  a quali- 
fication for  suffrage,  thus  disfranchising  a whole  race.  On 
this  account  lie  refused  to  append  his  name  to  the  com- 


pleted instrument,  and  opposed,  though  unsuccessfully,  its 
ratification  by  the  people.  I11  1N42,  lie  removed  to  Lan- 
caster county,  and  resumed  the  practice  of  the  law  there. 
1 1 is,  reputation  had  preceded  him,  and  his  practice  in  this 
county  soon  became  one  of  the  largest.  In  1848  and  1850, 
he  was  elected  to  Congress  from  Lancaster  county,  after 
which  he  declined  to  be  again  a candidate,  and  returned 
to  his  profession  until  1.858,  when  he  was  again  elected, 
and  continued  to  hold  the  seat  without  interruption  until 
his  death,  which  event  occurred  in  Washington,  at  mid- 
night, on  the  lull  of  August,  iSbS.  Ills  name  has  become 
pre-eminent  among  the  statesmen  of  America,  and  his  pub- 
lic life  has  passed  into  history.  He  was  especially  the  lead- 
ing figure  in  two  most  important  national  measures:  the 
abolition  of  slavery,  of  which  he  was  from  his  earliest  days 
the  most  fearless  advocate,  and  the  establishment  of  the 
system  of  common  schools,  particularly  in  his  adopted 
State  of  Pennsylvania.  Ills  death  drew  forth  numerous 
memorial  addresses  from  the  members  of  the  House,  and 
the  greatest  tributes  of  respect  were  paid  to  his  memory  by 
Congress. 


ERN,  HENRY  CLAY,  Journalist,  was  born  in 
Carroll  county,  Maryland,  March  9th,  1S30.  1 1 is 
father,  Isaac  Dcrn,  was  horn  in  the  same  section 
of  Maryland,  was  a prominent  citizen,  and  died 
in  the  neighborhood  of  his  birth,  March  9th, 
1864.  He  received  his  education  in  the  schools 
of  his  native  county,  and,  in  1 846,  at  the  early  age  of  sixteen, 
was  apprenticed  to  learn  the  business  of  printing,  at  West- 
minster, Maryland.  In  1S50,  at  the  expiration  of  his  ap- 
prenticeship, he  located  at  New  Bloomfield,  Perry  county, 
Pennsylvania,  as  a journeyman  printer.  In  this  capacity  he 
remained  in  Bloomfield  for  some  time,  but  being  active  and 
energetic  in  his  disposition,  and  this  field  of  operations  being 
too  circumscribed  for  him,  he  subsequently  became  em- 
ployed in  different  first-class  printing  establishments  through- 
out the  country,  and  thus  soon  acquired  the  reputation  of 
being  an  excellent  workman.  In  1S5S,  he  became  asso- 
ciated in  copartnership  with  E.  B.  McCrum  in  the  publica- 
tion of  the  Weekly  Tribune , at  Altoona,  Pennsylvania, 
which  they  continued  until  April,  1S73,  when  they  estab- 
lished the  Doilv  Tribune  in  connection  with  the  weekly. 
These  papers  have  a widely-extended  circulation  through- 
out the  coal,  iron  and  lumber  districts,  and  have  much  in- 
fluence therein,  being  good  authority  on  all  points  apper- 
taining to  these  interests.  In  addition  to  the  publication 
of  these  two  papers,  they  have  made  the  job  printing  de- 
partment a specialty,  of  which  Mr.  Dern  is  the  principal 
manager.  Through  his  management  it  has  become  known 
as  a first-class  jobbing  establishment,  and  hence  it  now  has 
a large  run  of  patronage.  He  was  a member  of  the  first 
City  Council,  and  for  several  years  a School  Director,  llis 
attention,  however,  is  almost  wholly  given  to  his  business, 
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and  f. >r  this  reason  he  has  frequently  declined  to  hold  pub- 
lic position.  lie  is  a steady,  active,  energetic  citizen,  and 
has  done  much  to  advance  the  material  interests  of  his 
adopted  city,  but  docs  not  aspire  to  otfice  or  identify  him- 
self especially  as  a participant  in  politics. 


KENNEDY,  JOSEPH  CAMP  GRIFFITH,  Super- 
intendent of  the  Census  of  1S50  and  of  l36o, 
was  born  at  Meadville,  Pennsylvania,  April  1st, 

1 3 1 3 . 1 1 is  father,  Dr.  Thomas  R.  Kennedy,  was 
a surgeon  in  the  army,  and  was  himself  a son  of 
Dr.  Samuel  Kennedy,  who  was  a surgeon  on  the 
staff  of  General  Washington  during  the  Revolutionary  War. 
II is  mother  was  a daughter  of  the  eminent  engineer  An- 
drew Ellicott,  who  laid  out  the  City  of  Washington,  and 
who  was  the  founder  of  the  city  of  Ellicott’s  Mills,  Mary- 
land. He  was  educated  at  the  Meadville  Academy  and  at 
Allegheny  College,  from  which  he  graduated  with  the  de- 
gree of  A.  I!.,  and  which  in  later  years  conferred  upon  him 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws.  Before  he  was  of  age  he 
edited  the  Crawford  Messenger,  and  soon  afterward  estab- 
lished the  Venanyo  Intelligencer,  ai  Franklin,  Pennsylvania, 
both  of  which  papers  he  owned.  lie  early  identified  him- 
self strongly  with  the  Whig  party,  but  becoming  wearied 
of  politics  after  several  years,  left  his  papers  and  retired 
to  a farm  near  Meadville.  In  1S49,  he  was  appointed  by 
President  Taylor  Secretary  of  a Board  to  prepare  a plan  for 
taking  the  seventh  and  future  censuses,  and  drafted  the 
law  which  was  adopted.  In  1850,  he  was  appointed  by 
General  Taylor  Superintendent  of  the  Seventh  Census,  and 
retained  that  position  until  the  accession  of  President  Fierce, 
when  he  was  removed  for  political  reasons.  In  1857,  he 
was  re-appointed  by  President  Buchanan  to  complete  the 
volume  on  manufactures,  and,  in  1859,  he  was  made  Super- 
intendent of  the  Eighth  Census,  and  continued  the  work 
until  the  failure  of  the  appropriations  in  1865.  In  1S65 
and  18G6,  he  was  engaged,  under  direction  of  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  Currency,  in  examining  all  the  national  banks 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  After  his  retirement  from 
this  position  he  became  the  Agent  at  Washington  for  a 
large  number  of  banks,  and  now  represents  over  two  hun- 
dred. In  the  winter  of  1866,  he  was  nominated  by  President 
Johnson  as  Commissioner  of  Agriculture,  but  was  not  con- 
firmed by  the  Senate.  Since  that  time  he  has  held  no 
official  position.  In  1850,110  visited  Europe  on  business 
connected  with  the  census,  and  became  an  active  promoter, 
with  Guizot,  M.  Michael  Chevalier,  Dr.  Farr  and  Ouitelet, 
the  late  Prussian  Astronomer  Royal,  of  the  first  Statistical 
Congress,  which  met  at  Berlin  in  1853.  In  1856,  he  was 
Secretary  to  the  United  States  Commissioners  to  the  World’s 
Fair  at  London  ; was  a member  of  the  Statistical  Congress 
at  Paris  in  1855,  and  at  London  in  rSfio;  and  was  a Com- 
missioner to  the  London  Exposition  of  i860.  He  was  ful- 


some years  Corresponding  Secretary,  of  the  National  Insti- 
tute (now  merged  into  the  Smithsonian  Institution)  ; was 
Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  United  States  Agricultural 
Society,  and  edited  the  quarterly  journal  of  that  society  ; is 
a Corresponding  Member  of  the  American  Geographical 
and  Statistical  Society,  and  of  several  European  geogra- 
phical societies ; and  is  a member  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Historical  Society.  He  has  also  received  a medal  from 
King  Christian  IN.  of  Denmark  in  appreciation  of  his  census 
labors.  He  is  a fine  classical  scholar,  and  is  the  author  of 
a translation  of  the  1'ytha^oras  Aitrea  Sacra,  lie  has  long 
been  known  as  a public  writer,  and  is  one  of  the  contribu- 
tors for  the  American  Encyclopaedia.  He  still  retains  his 
residence  at  Meadville,  but  remains  most  of  the  time  at 
Washington,  District  of  Columbia.  During  the  late  Rebel- 
lion, he  endowed  f >ur  perpetual  scholarships  at  Allegheny 
College  for  the  benefit  of  disabled  young  soldiers,  or  the 
orphans  of  soldiers. 


^OLLISTER,  HORACE,  M.  D„  Physician  ami 
Author,  was  born  in  Salem,  Wayne  county, 
Pennsylvania,  in  November,  1S22.  II is  father, 
a well-to-do  farmer,  gave  him  a fair  common 
school  and  academic  education  before  he  had 
attained  his  majority.  lie  read  medicine  suc- 
cessively with  Dr.  Burr  of  his  native  village,  Dr.  Losey  of 
I Ioncsdale,  and  the  well-known  Dr.  B.  II.  Throop,  then  of 
Providence  (now  Scranton),  and  graduated  at  the  University 
of  the  City  of  New  York,  in  March,  1846.  lie  began  profes- 
sional life  in  Providence  the  following  April,  where  he  has 
remained  ever  since,  enjoying  a wide  field  of  practice  and 
achieving  great  reputation,  especially  in  the  treatment  of 
lung  and  female  diseases.  Eschewing  politics  and  specu- 
lations as  foreign  to  a profession  he  has  wrought  faithfully 
to  elevate,  he  has  turned  much  attention  to  arclueological 
and  literary  matters,  and  he  is  now  recognized  as  the  his- 
torian of  the  Lackawanna  Yalley.  I Iis  long  residence  in 
the  valley  naturally  made  him  familiar  with  its  local  and 
traditional  history,  its  wonderful  development,  and  threw 
him  in  contact  with  its  representative  men.  I Iis  familiarity 
with  the  subject  and  his  fine  literary  qualifications  eminently 
fitted  him  to  write  the  History  of  the  Lackawanna  Valley , 
of  which  two  editions  have  already  appeared,  while  a third 
one  is  being  prepared  by  his  fertile  pen.  While  he  is  not 
ranked  among  the  masters  of  historical  composition,  he  has 
given  such  an  attractive  and  even  elegant  description  of  a 
valley  famed  for  its  rich  mountains  of  anthracite  coal  as  to 
make  it  an  invaluable  historical  work.  He  is  also  the 
author  of  Coal  Notes,  and  Recollections  of  our  Physicians  ; 
is  also  a constant  contributor  of  the  Scranton  Daily  Repair 
lican,  of  which  he  forms  one  of  the  staff.  For  the  last 
quarter  of  a century  he  has  been  engaged  in  gathering  the 
stone  relics  of  the  departed  red  men  from  the  Lackawanna 
Valley,  until  to-day  lie  has  the  largest  collection  of  the 


I;  I ...  I I ;'i>  i M . ■ I i d ’to'  O . .>.1  h : ' 

' - 1 >iii  i it  ..ij  ■ ■'/:  it'/Jfl  ,v!  ■ ■ 1 1 r >jjj$  •:  . 

. :.-.i  •'  • ,«>  1 i K IS'MUglU  1 : srft  |i>  !„!.  ; vi.lt  i:  . i H 'I  it) »..)  I *1 


nit  ia  . i iiim'ji ; ' 


>.J(W.  ■ ■ iftl 


■ ■ <1  Oil  ■ •?!  'ft 

. ,"jtl  . / ,.l  i t«  *«<*■  ' { >•  ®i  « n.|  .;<[<(*  '(!< 

;i  mill  t ii:  in  f.  * ri  y .1!:.  ; «imO  itl  'o  «-»!:  • i!>  v-Uu  ,k"#{4nft  Mf*.  >il  ,t'08l  «>'<* 


• ,u  fiwj/moo  L rtf  '*o  fr-jfprrnt  •>*>•  ' •!<):>  « i-j.-i  i 

i |:  : f ■;  1 ti‘  ' fifn  ' '!•;  t | 


■ V.-'MS  ft  IfllruillMJli  r,  ,v'lu...  I'  •!,  1 ' 

:"I  ; no  ' M n If  <1  i • , I i - 


. i ■;.(  inM-'J  «'•  ! " ■’  O'  ,Jr' 

if  ! ikltj  i 


' 1 '''  " 


BIOGRAPHICAL  ENCYCLOPEDIA. 


5" 


kind  lo  be  found  in  ihe  world,  embracing  over  twenty 
thousand  pieces.  They  have  been  gathered,  not  as  a mere 
collection,  but  to  represent  the  customs,  the  habits  and  the 
religion  of  the  Aborigines  with  as  much  truthfulness  as  if 
the  idiom  of  the  wild  men  still  came  from  the  forest.  Hu- 
morous, shrewd,  eccerrfric  and  blunt  in  speech,  he  is  acknow- 
ledged to  be  a gentleman  of  talent  and  culture. 


ILES,  COLONEL  DAVID,  Soldier  and  ex- 
Register  of  Wills,  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania, 
was  born  in  Chambersburg,  Pennsylvania,  Novem- 
ber 26th,  1 S3 1 . On  the  paternal  side,  he  is  of 
Irish,  and  on  the  maternal,  of  German  descent. 
He  commenced  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  city,  but,  owing  to  hitp  parents  being  in 
humble  circumstances,  he  was  unable  to  pursue  a regular  and 
systematic  course  of  studies.  When  but  thirteen  years  of 
age,  he  was  hired  out  as  a farm  hand,  and  two  years  later, 
was  apprenticed  to  learn  the  tinsmithing  trade.  When  in 
Ids  nineteenth  year,  he  removed  to  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania, 
and  worked  at  his  trade  as  a journeyman,  continuing  this 
business  until  the  outbreak  of  the  war.  In  1S61,  lie  entered 
the  United  States  service  as  Orderly  Sergeant  in  the  1st 
Regiment  of  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  served  out  the 
term  for  which  this  regiment  hail  been  enlisted.  Subse- 
quently, he  re-entered  the  service  as  Captain  of  Company 
11,  of  the  79th  Regiment  of  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and 
participated  actively  in  various  fights  and  skirmishes.  Oc- 
tober 8th,  1862,  at  the  battle  of  Perryville,  he  was  promoted, 
for  gallant  and  meritorious  service  on  the  field,  to  the  posi- 
tion of  Lieutenant-Colonel.  He  took  an  active  pait  in  the 
battles  of  Stone  River  and  Chickamauga,  and  at  the  latter, 
was  captured  and  incarcerated  in  Libby  Prison  at  Richmond. 
He  was  one  of  the  one  hundred  and  ten  who  escaped  thence 
by  tunneling  fur  a distance  of  fifty-seven  feet  under  ground, 
but  owing  to  his  crippled  condition — resulting  from  a fall 
of  his  horse  previous  to  the  battle  in  which  he  was  captured 
- — be  was  re-captured  and  taken  back  to  prison.  After- 
ward, he  was  transferred  to  Macon,  Georgia,  and  thence  to 
the  jail  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina.  From  this  place  be 
was  exchanged,  and  at  once  returned  to  bis  regiment. 
Through  the  entire  campaign  of  General  Sherman,  he  was 
constantly  engaged  in  perilous  and  important  military  duty; 
and  until  the  close  of  the  war,  participated  actively  in  all 
the  operations  of  bis  regiment.  At  the  battle  of  I’entonville, 
South  Carolina,  he  was  severely  wounded,  and,  on  this 
occasion,  was  highly  commended  for  his  energy  and  valor. 
Previous  to  the  termination  of  the  Rebellion,  be  was  brevetted 
Colonel  of  bis  regiment.  In  July,  1865,  he  was  mustered 
out  of  the  service,  and  returned  to  work  at  his  trade  in 
Lancaster,  Pennsylvania.  In  1866,  he  was  elected  Register 
of  Wills  for  Lancaster  county,  and  held  tlii.s  position  for 
three  years,  during  which  time  he  entered  into  business  as 


a tinsmith,  and  since  has  continued  to  meet  with  much- 
deserved  success.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  Common 
Branch  of  the  Lancaster  Councils,  and  in  this  position 
evinced  con  m amiable  probity  and  ability.  While  incar- 
cerated in  Libby  Prison,  lie  endured  many  hardships  and 
much  suffering,  but,  possessing  a robust  constitution  and  a 
dauntless  spirit,  he  preserved  his  health  intact  through  the 
ten  months  passed  in  a jail  notorious  for  its  enfeebling  site 
and  regime.  He  is  one  of  three  brothers,  all  of  whom 
served  through  the  war,  and  are  worthy  of  commendation 
for  their  courage  and  patriotism.  Even  when  a lad,  he  was 
strongly  inclined  to  lead  a soldier’s  life,  and,  during  the 
Mexican  war,  ran  away  from  home  to  enlist  in  the  army  ; 
upon  reaching  Pittsburgh,  however,  prompted  by  filial 
motives,  he  returned  and  again  applied  himself  to  his  trade. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Odd  Fellows’ Association,  of  the 
American  Mechanics’  Association,  and  Knights  of  Pythias 
of  Lancaster.  He  was  married,  November  25th,  1851,  to  a 
daughter  of  George  Iluffnaglc,  a well-known  citizen  of 
Lancaster,  Pennsylvania. 


TEV/ART,  CHARLES,  Rear  Admiral  United 
States  Navy,  one  of  the  mo  t celebrated  of 
American  Admirals,  was  born  in  Philadelphia, 
July  2Sth,  1778.  He  entered  the  navy  as  Lieu- 
tenant, March  17th,  179S.  In  iSoo,  he  was  in 
command  of  the  schooner  “ Experiment,”  twelve 
guns,  on  the  West  India  Station,  and  captured  the  two 
French  schooners  “ Deux  Amis,”  eight  guns,  and  “ Diane,” 
fourteen  guns.  In  1S01,  he  was  First  Lieutenant  of  the 
“ Constitulio  1 ” in  the  blockade  of  Tripoli,  and  afterwards 
commanded  the  brig  “ Siren  ” in  the  operations  against  the 
same  place.  In  1S06,  he  received  bis  commission  as  Cap- 
tain ; and  in  1812,  was  in  command  of  the  frigate  “ Con- 
stellation,” from  which  he  wax  transferred,  in  1813,  lo  the 
frigate  “ Constitution,”  which  was  captured  by  the  war 
schooner  “ Picton,”  fourteen  guns.  On  February  20th, 
1814,  he  fought  the  two  British  ships  “ Cyane,”  commanded 
by  Captain  Falcon,  of  thirty-four  guns  and  1S5  men,  and 
the  “ Levant,”  commanded  by  Captain  Douglass,  of  twenty- 
one  guns  and  156  men,  and  captured  both  vessels,  the  loss 
on  the  American  side  being  but  three  killed  and  twelve 
wounded.  The  prizes  were  taken  to  Tort  Praya,  Cape  de 
Verde  Islands.  While  there,  being  refitted,  a British 
squadron  appeared,  composed  of  two  ships  of  the  line  and 
a heavy  frigate.  Captain  Stewart  determined  to  try  the 
chances  of  ilight,  cut  his  cable  and  put  to  sea  with  his 
prizes.  lie  was  forced,  however,  into  an  engagement  in 
which,  though  the  “ Levant  ” was  re-captured,  the  “ Con- 
stitution ” succeeded  in  making  good  her  escape  and 
reached  home  safely,  attended  by  her  prize,  the  “ C'yaue.” 
For  his  gallant  action  in  this  affair,  he  was  honored  by  the 
public  thanks  of  Congress  and  a gold  medal  ; his  native 
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State  of  Pennsylvania  also  acknowledged  the  success  of  her 
sailor  son  hy  presenting  him  with  a sword  of  honor.  He 
subsequently  received  his  commission  as  Admiral ; from 
l S 1 6 to  1S20  commanded  the  Mediten  an  .-an  Squadron,  and 
from  1S20  to  1S24  the  Pacific  Squadron,  after  which  he 
became  Navy  Commissioner.  1 1 is  next  appointment  was  to 
the  command  of  the  home  squadron,  and  lastly  to  that  of 
the  United  States  Navy  Yard,  Philadelphia.  In  1S57,  he 
was  placed  on  the  reserve  list;  but  in  March,  1859,  was 
again  restored  to  active  service  as  Senior  Flag  Officer,  which 
position  he  retained  until  his  death,  which  occurred  at 
Bordentown,  New  Jersey,  November  6th,  1867,  he  being 
then  ia  his  ninety-second  year,  lie  was  buried  at-Ronald- 
son's  Cemetery  in  Philadelphia,  his  obsequies  being  the 
most  splendid  ami  imposing  ever  given  to  a citizen  of  the 
United  States  ; all  the  Government  troops  from  New  York, 
Baltimore  and  Washington  being  massed  with  those  of 
Philadelphia,  and  with  the  five  brigades  of  the  volunteers 
of  Philadelphia,  to  do  honor  to  the  memory  of  Pennsyl- 
vania’s veteran  Admiral. 


Si^EIRCE,  CYRUS  NEW  LIN,  D.  D.  S.,  Dentist, 
was  born  in  Philadelphia  (Byberry),  March  5th, 
1S29,  his  parents  being  Cyrus  Peirce,  formerly 
of  Chester  county,  and  Ruth’  S.  (Peirce)  Peirce, 
of  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire.  The  family  is 
descended  from  the  Fercys  of  England,  and  is 
noted  for  great  longevity,  including  more  than  one  centena- 
rian among  its  members.  He  received  his  preliminary  edu- 
cation at  the  common  school  of  Byberry,  and  on  leaving 
school  worked  on  his  father’s  farm  until  attaining  his 
majority.  At  this  time,  being  now  at  liberty  to  shape  his 
own  course,  he  determined  to  put  in  practice  his  intention, 
long  before  formed,  of  obtaining  a more  liberal  education. 
To  this  end,  he  entered  the  New  York  Central  College,  in 
Cortland  county,  New  York,  which  was  one  of  the  first 
experiments  in  the  manual  labor  school  system,  by  which 
an  opportunity  was  afforded  to  poor  students  to  acquire  a 
collegiate  education,  while  at  the  same  time  giving  them 
the  means  of  supporting  themselves  by  their  own  labor,  a 
farm  being  attached  to  the  institution  for  the  purpose.  Here 
he  continued  to  study  and  work  for  about  fourteen  months, 
when  a severe  attack  of  typhoid  fever  prevented  for  a time 
the  pursuance  of  his  studies.  He  returned  to  his  parents  in 
Philadelphia,  and,  on  becoming  convalescent,  commenced 
the  study  of  dentistry,  associating  with  it  that  of  medicine. 
He  entered  the  office  of  F.  M.  Dixon  as  a student,  and  con- 
tinued as  his  assistant  fur  two  years,  during  which  time  he 
also  attended  lectures  at  the  Pennsylvania  Dental  College, 
graduating  thence  in  1S54,  when  he  forthwith  began  the 
independent  practice  of  his  profession.  His  career  has  been 
most  successful,  and  he  now  occupies  an  eminent  position 
as  one  of  the  foremost  dentists  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 


1 le  was  elected,  in  1S58,  to  the  chair  of  Operative  Dentistry 
and  Dental  Physiology  in  the  Pennsylvania  College  of 
Dental  Surgery,  and  performed  the  duties  of  the  professor- 
ship until  1S65.  He  was  also  elected  to  the  position  of 
Dean  of  the  college  in  i860,  and  retained  the  office  until 
his  resignation  in  1S65,  when  his  connection  with  the 
college  entirely  ceased,  since  which  time  he  has  held  no 
official  position,  with  the  exception  of  that  of  lecturer  on 
Dental  Physiology  at  the  Woman’s  Medical  College  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  lectures  having  been  established  as  a part 
of  the  general  medical  course  of  the  institution.  He  was 
married,  in  1S57,  to  Charlotte,  daughter  of  William  Wood- 
ward, of  Auburn,  New  York,  to  whose  kind  care  and 
watchful  help  he  attributes  no  little  share  of  his  success  in 
life. 


EARNS,  WILLIAM  DICKEY,  A.  M„  M.  I)., 
Physician,  was  born  on  Coal  Hill,  Allegheny 
county,  I’t n isylvania,  January  8lh,  1831.  Ilis 
father  was  born  at  the  same  place,  and  his  mother 
■ was  of  Irish  parentage.  In  early  y nth  he  pur- 
sued a course  of  studies  at  the  Academy  on  the 
Hill,  and  graduated  at  Jefferson  College  in  the  class  of  1851 
— -contemporary  with  Secretary  Bristow  and  Dr.  McCIaren. 
Subsequently,  he  removed  to  Kentucky,  and  at  the  age  of 
nineleen,  taught  in  an  academy  at  Versailles,  Woodford 
county;  •at  this  time  he  was  engaged  as  a tutor  for  the  son 
of  Major  Gray,  witli  whose  family  he  resided.  He  was  then 
educated  for  the  ministry,  but  feeling  no  strong  inclination 
for  this  calling,  he  decided  to  enter  upon  a course  of  medical 
studies.  In  1S54,  therefore,  he  commenced  the  study  of 
medicine  under  the  tuition  of  William  Dickson,  of  Pitts- 
burgh. Upon  the  completion  of  his  course,  he  graduated 
at  the  University  of  New  York  in  the  class  of  1 S56— ’ 5 7 . 
During  the  ensuing  six  months,  he  practised  in  New  York, 
then  moved  to  Pittsburgh,  where  he  has  since  chic  fly  resided. 
During  the  war,  he  was  appointed  Contract  Surgeon  in 
McClellan’s  army  before  Richmond,  and  also  officiated  as  a 
Volunteer  Surgeon  when  calls  were  made  from  Pittsburgh. 
He  has  since,  for  a time,  held  the  position  of  Physician  to 
the  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  and  fulfilled  its  duties  in  a most 
satisfactory  manner.  At  present,  he  is  actively  engaged  in 
the  pursuit  of  his  profession,  and  is  noted  for  his  ability  and 
courteous  demeanor. 
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IIRISTY,  HON.  BUTLER  CASE,  Lawyer,  was 
born  in  Westmoreland  county,  Pennsylvania,  Sep- 
tember 15th,  1S42.  Ilis  family  were  among  the 
earliest  settlers  of  his  native  county.  While  pur- 
sum"  his  education  at  Mount  Union  College  in 
Ohio,  he  entered  the  Union  Army,  August  7th, 
1862,  as  a private  of  the  123d  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers, and  served  with  them  until  he  was  severely 
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wounded  in  the  battle  of  Chanccllorsville,  May  3d,  1S63, 
and  was  disabled  from  further  active  service  As  soon  as 
he  had  sufficiently  recovered,  he  was  discharged,  July  71I1, 
1S63,  and  returned  home.  lie  engaged  in  the  study  of  the 
law  with  C.  Ilasbrouck,  of  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  Octo- 
ber 1st,  1863,  and  afte:  pursuing  the  regular  course,  was 
admitted  to  the  bar,  March  3d,  1866.  He  then  began 
practice  in  Pittsburgh,  where  he  has  been  since  actively 
occupied  in  his  profession,  save  during  the  periods  of  absence 
upon  official  duty.  He  entered  early  into  the  political  arena, 
and  has  taken  a leading  part  in  all  the  movements  of  the 
Republican  party.  He  was  for  three  years  Secretary  of  the 
Republican  County  Executive  Committee,  and  having  been 
nominated  for  the  Legislature  by  the  Republicans  of  the 
district  of  Allegheny  county,  in  1S73,  was  triumphantly 
elected  in  October  following.  Having  taken  his  seat  at  the 
beginning  of  the  session,  he  was  appointed  a member  of  the 
Judiciary  General,  Constitutional  Reform  and  other  com- 
mittees ; and  so  acceptably  did  he  represent  his  constituency, 
that  in  1874  he  was  re-nominated  by  both  the  Republican' 
and  Temperance  parties.  He  was  one  of  the  projectors  of 
the  Allegheny  County  Prison  Association,  of  which  he  is  an 
active  member  and  solicitor. 


TORM,  HON.  JOHN  Ik,  Lawyer  and  Congress- 
man, was  born  in  Monroe  county,  Pennsylvania, 
September  191I1,  1S3S.  After  the  completion  of 
his  preliminary  education  at  the  Delaware  Water 
Hap  classical  school,  he  entered  the  Junior  class 
at  Dickinson  College,  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  and 
graduated  with  honor  from  that  institution  in  July,  1S61. 
lie  immediately  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Hon. 
S.  S.  Drcher,  and  having  pursued  the  prescribed  course, 
pissed  a highly  creditable  examination  and  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  of  Monroe  county,  at  Stroudsburg,  in  1S63.  Having 
always  evinced  a warm  interest  in  all  questions  of  local  and 
national  importance,  more  particularly  those  relating  to  the 
cause  of  general  education,  he  was,  in  1862,  appointed 
County  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools.  In  discharging 
the  requirements  of  this  responsible  position,  he  gave  such 
general  satisfaction,  and  displayed  so  much  energy  and 
ability,  that  he  was  twice  honored  with  re-election.  In 
1S70,  he  was  nominated  by  the  Democratic  parly  of  the 
Eleventh  District  of  Pennsylvania,  as  their  candidate  for 
Congress.  Having  been  elected,  he  pursued  a course  so 
marked  by  integrity  and  thorough  efficiency  that  in  1S72,  lie 
was,  by  the  same  constituency,  re-elected,  gaining  his  seat 
in  the  Eorty-third  Congress  by  a majority  of  over  6000. 
lie  is  a member  of  the  Committee  on  the  Militia,  and  on 
Education  and  Labor,  as  well  as  one  of  the  Select  Commit- 
tee on  the  National  Washington  Monument.  He  lias  taken 
a prominent  part  in  all  questions  of  importance  brought 
before  the  11  .use,  and  the  influence  lie  exerts  is  far 
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advance  of  that  generally  attained  by  men  of  his  youthful 
years.  In  all  measures  tending  to  advance  the  welfare  of 
his  State  and  section,  his  part  is  ever  that  of  a most  watchful 
guardian  of  the  interests  committed  to  his  care. 


^AIRMAN,  GEORGE  W.,  Postmaster  of  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  was  born  October  1st,  1S39,  in 
Philadelphia.  He  is  the  son  of  George  W.  l'air- 
man,  who  was  well  known  in  connection  with 
the  United  States  Bam;,  and  Ellen  (Gardiner) 
Fairman,  of  Connecticut.  The  family  is  of 
English  descent  011  both  sides.  He  received  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city,  and,  on  leaving 
them,  entered  the  establishment  of  the  prominent  firm 
of  Abbott,  Jolines  & Co.,  silk  merchants,  on  Market 
street.  lie  then  was  for  some  time  in  the  dry  goods  house 
of  Wood,  Bacon  & Co.,  and  afterwards  followed  a sea- 
faring life,  visiting  China,  the  East  Indies  and  California. 
On  Ills  return  to  America,  he  became  cashier  to  a firm  of 
stock-brokers  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  subsequently 
occupied  the  same  position  with  a tobacco  house  in  Brook- 
lyn. On  leaving  the  latter  firm,  he  came  back  to  Philadel- 
phia and  entered  into  a partnership  with  E.  I..  Tevis,  under 
the  style  of  E.  I..  Tevis  & Co.,  stock-brokers,  which  part- 
nership ceased  in  1S65  by  limitation,  the  agreement  having 
been  made  for  one  year  only.  In  1S67,  he  accepted  a posi- 
tion in  the  Philadelphia  Post-office,  under  General  Bingham, 
on  whose  retirement  he  was  selected  by  President  Grant  for 
chief  of  that  department,  being  appointed  Postmaster  in 
December,  1S72.  lie  was  married,  in  1865,  to  Florida, 
daughter  of  the  lion.  Jesse  R.  Burden,  some  time  Speaker 
of  the  Slate  Senate.  During  the  war  in  i862~’63,  he  served 
in  the  army,  in  the  Keystone  Battery,  an  independent  mili- 
tary organization,  which  was  honorably  discharged  at  the 
end  of  its  term  of  enlistment. 
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REACY,  JOHN  PATRICK,  M.  D.,  Physician, 
was  born  in  Mallon  county,  Cork,  Ireland.  Ills 
parents  were  John  and  Bridget  Trcacy,  both  of 
Ireland.  1 1 is  early  education  he  received  in  a 
private  school  in  his  native  place.  In  1855,  he 
came  with  his  parents  to  this  country,  and  was 
placed  in  the  National  School,  and  St.  Francis  College  of 
Cambria  county,  Pennsylvania.  Upon  the  completion  of  his 
studies,  he  entered,  in  1S57,  the  office  of  Dr.  George 
McCook,  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania.  Under  the  tuition 
of  this  able  practitioner,  he  rapidly  acquired  a thorough 
acquaintance  with  the  requirements  of  the  medical  profes- 
sion, and,  meanwhile,  attended  a course  of  lectures  in  the 
same  city.  Subsequently,  he  attended  lectures  at  the  Medi- 
cal University  of  New  York,  and  graduated  in  March,  1S61. 
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Upon  this  occasion  lie  received  an  honorary  diploma,  not 
often  conferred  upon  graduates.  In  the  fall  of  i SC  I , lie 
was  appointed  Surgeon  of  the  Dupont  Powder  Works,  at 
Wilmington,  Delaware,  in  which  position  he  remained 
until  the  fall  of  i S63 . lie  was  then  appointed  Surgeon  of 
the  Tilton  Hospital,  in  Wilmington,  Delaware.  Subse- 
quently, he  abandoned  his  position  as  Surgeon  and  re- 
sumed his  practice  as  a private  physician.  Upon  leaving 
Wilmington,  in  1S69,  he  moved  to  Pittsburgh,  and  since 
then  has  resided  in  that  city,  attending  to  the  needs  of  a 
large  and  remunerative  practice.  He  is  connected  with 
the  Hibernian  newspaper,  and  is  noted  for  his  ability,  his 
energy  and  his  many  valuable  attainments. 


AVNE,  COLONEL  THOMAS  McKEE,  Law- 
yer and  District  Attorney  of  Allegheny  county, 
Pennsylvania,  was  born  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsyl- 
vania, June  14th,  1S36.  1 1 is  father  was  lion. 

Andrew  Bayne,  member  of  the  Constitutional 
Convention  of  1S37— ’38,  and  who  was  subse- 
quently elected  Sheriff  of  Allegheny  county  in  1S3S,  in  the 
memorable  campaign  which  undermined  the  power  of  the 
Democratic  parly  in  Allegheny  county.  1 1 is  mother  was 
Mary  Anne  Matthews,  whose  family  was  among  the  earliest 
of  those  which  peopled  this  section  of  the  country.  1 1 is 
more  remote  ancestry  were  of  Seotch-Irish  extraction.  Ilis 
early  education  he  acquired  in  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  place,  where  he  remained  until  1S53,  when  he  was 
placed  in  Westminster  College,  in  Lawrence  county, 
Western  Pennsylvania.  But,  at  the  expiration  of  two 
years,  his  failing  health  rendered  it  necessary  to  abandon 
his  studies  for  a time,  and,  in  1S55,  he  devoted  himself  en- 
tirely to  a course  of  physical  education.  Upon  recovering 
his  health,  he  pursued  a systematic  and  comprehensive 
course  of  scientific  reading,  acquiring  thereby  a thorough 
knowledge  of  one  of  the  branches  of  study  in  which  a solid 
efficiency  is  not  one  of  the  most  common  attainments.  In 
1S59,  he  engaged  in  the  study  of  the  law,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Hon.  Thomas  M.  Marshall,  of  Pittsburgh,  with 
whom  he  was  reading  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war.  An 
* ardent  patriot,  he  immediately  suspended  his  studies  and 
raised  and  organized  a company  of  volunteers  for  three 
years’  service.  With  this  force  he  moved  to  Harrisburg  in 
August,  but  was  refused  admission  to  the  Pennsylvania 
Reserve  Corps.  After  several  fruitless  attempts  of  this 
nature,  he  returned  home,  and  the  company  was  disbanded. 
Again,  in  July,  1S62,  he  raised  another  company  of  volun- 
teers for  nine  months’  service,  anti  in  this  attempt  met 
with  more  success.  The  company  was  mustered  in  at 
Camp  Curtin,  August  23d,  1862,  as  Company  II,  1361I1 
Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  by  the  officers  of 
that  regiment  he  was  elected  Colonel,  receiving  his  com- 
mission, to  date  from  August  23d,  1S62.  In  this  capacity 
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he  acted  until  his  regiment  was  mustered  out.  During  this 
time  he  was  in  command  in  all  its  operations,  and  partici- 
pated actively  in  the  memorable  battles  of  Chancellorsville 
and  Fredericksburg.  Ilis  command  belonged  to  the  Fir-t 
Army  Corps,  and  when  they  advanced  upon  the  Southern 
works  his  regiment  became  isolated  and  surrounded;  and, 
after  its  ammunition  was  exhausted,  forced  its  wav  out 
with  distinguishing  and  fearless  gallantry.  It  also  suffered 
heavily  at  Chancellorsville,  and,  being  detailed  for  picket 
duty,  was  among  the  hist  to  leave  the  field.  This  regiment 
being  mustered  out  May  29th,  1S63,  he  returned  to  his 
home  and  resumed  his  former  studies;  upon  the  completion 
of  his  course,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  April,  1866. 
He  then  engaged  in  active  practice  in  his  native  city,  and 
rapidly  acquired  a large  and  remunerative  clientage,  to 
which  he  still  devotes  his  time  and  attention.  In  October, 
1S71,  he  was  elected  District  Attorney  for  three  years,  and 
at  the  expiration  of  his  term,  having  performed  the  arduous 
duties  of  that  important  office  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of 
the  people,  he  was  nominated  by  the  Republican  party  of 
the  Twenty-third  Congressional  District  for  Congress,  in 
1S74.  At  an  early  date  he  had  entered  the  political  arena, 
anil  in  the  campaign  of  1S56  w as  noted  for  his  power  as  a 
slump  speaker.  Since  that  time  lie  has  taken  an  active 
and  leading  part  in  every  campaign,  evincing  repeatedly 
great  energy  and  shrewdness,  lie  was  for  two  years  a 
member  of  the  Republican  State  Central  Committee,  and 
has  been  delegate  to  many  State  conventions.  As  a 
speaker,  he  is  logical  and  effective;  and  as  a debater,  terse 
and  acute.  He  was  married,  May  13th,  1873,(0  Ella  R. 
Smith,  daughter  of  George  W.  Smith,  of  Pittsburgh,  for- 
merly of  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania. 

EAUMONT,  HON.  ANDREW,  Congressman, 
was  born  in  Lebanon,  Connecticut,  in  1791. 
Ilis  father,  Isaiah  Beaumont,  was  a suldier  of  the 
Revolution,  fighting  with  Washington  at  Trenton 
and  at  Princeton.  In  the  latter  battle  he  was 
severely  wounded  and  was  discharged  the  ser- 
vice on  a pension.  Ilis  father  removed,  in  1791,10  the 
neighborhood  of  Wyal using  creek,  in  Susquehanna  county, 
Pennsylvania.  Andrew  Beaumont,  at  the  age  of  seventeen, 
went  to  Wilkesbarre,  Pennsylvania,  determined  to  obtain 
an  education,  and  attended  school  for  several  terms,  paying 
for  his  tuition  by  the  product  of  his  labor.  He  was  after- 
ward engaged  in  teaching — and  at  the  same  time  com- 
pleting his  studies — in  his  home  neighborhood  and  at  the 
Wilkesbarre  Academy;  when,  having  thoroughly  mastered 
a classical  course,  he  entered  the  office  of  Judge  Mallery, 
at  'Wilkesbarre,  for  the  study  of  law.  At  the  termination 
of  the  usual  period  of  study,  he  passed  the  examination  re- 
quired, but  was  denied  admission  to  the  bar  by  Judge 
Scott,  the  Presiding  Judge,  on  the  ground  that  he  (Beau- 


Ir'iL  I'**'1'  1 


: -j  - !■  . 1 ■'  ' i I r'  ‘ 


, ■ „ '■  : ' , ■ 

' I liiift  w t • f rnm.  t sf«  *1 *»»  ■ ' ' " ' ' ' 

. - . mm  : •.  ■-  ■ w 1 

SB  niaw  ■»!«(£  likv  \u  ran!  'tall 


’ ,a  -nt  ■ oolisr  ; ' bw  3"»  ' »n 

•a  ■ 1 ! " 

# ,,rl  <v^? ; 

tti''  , iljfUf* • " i m SwW  '4 


•v  i ..irtitoK  c.f  .if.tH  c "/  va  y 'k^.  . 


(rj,  yv{  ; -till'  '.II  86V/ -SH  <<’ 

. . ,;y  , I,  T ...«!•  .ajti1: ; . y-ii  >0  xts>ian  ^ "• 


' i f » ;<>  •!  .v.  J'.  ■ T;  . cl'1 

" , . ' M,  , i it;  .1'  ■.,<!  1o  I VCK,  O'  ai.fiav  I UW  » t .a.-  ««  ■' 

; <!  tt>4 ! W 

« '«  ? 

; W .m«-W  i «U  It-  ,J<j!  ■ ■'!* 

. , v,  '-(1  - ' ' " 

: ...  !•••>  •‘l  yr:,[ 

,Y  .'««■  < 9M>yT.t  , / 


1.)  3 M ... 


>•/<!:, 1 ,i!  i <1  ’■  y-i 

. I (I j r 7/  : r .ill',  . • ' ' ' • • , . , 

: 


si  i ■ a W-  J - ' ■ " ' ,".5"'  ‘ . v 


BIOGRAPHICAL  ENCYCLOPAEDIA. 


5*5 


mont)  had  not  read  the  necessary  time.  This  was  a mere 
pretext,  hut  it  had  the  effect  of  driving  the  candidate  from 
the  profession.  About  this  time  he  was  appointed  by 
President  Madison,  Commissioner  for  the  Collection  of  Di- 
rect Taxes  for  his  district,  and  held  that  office  for  several 
years  so  efficiently  that  the  Government  paid  him  compli- 
mentary and  unusual  compensation  for  his  services.  During 
his  study  of  the  law,  he  occupied  a clerical  position  in  one 
of  the  county  offices,  and,  having  early  connected  himself 
with  the  Democratic  party  in  politics,  became  Prothonotary, 
and  afterwards  Clerk  of  the  Courts  of  Luzerne  county,  to 
which  he  was  appointed  by  his  intimate  friend,  Governor 
Snyder.  lie  was  elected  Representative  in  the  Slate 
Legislature  in  1S21,  and  re-elected  the  following  year.  In 
1824,  he  was  appointed  Postmaster  of  Wilkcsbarre,  and 
held  that  position  ^intil  1831.  In  1832,  he  was  elected 
Representative  in  Congress  from  his  district,  over  two  com- 
petitors— one  of  whom  was  also  a Democrat — and  was  re- 
elected in  1834.  During  his  service  in  Congress,  the 
celebrated  contest  of  President  Jackson  against  the  United 
States  Bank  occurred,  and  he  took  strong  grounds  with 
General  Jackson,  as  opposed  to  private  institutions  sup- 
ported by  the  Government.  Ilis  course  in  this  contest  was 
sustained  by  his  constituents  by  his  re-election.  lie  op- 
posed and  steadily  voted  against  the  bill  which  distributed 
the  surplus  revenue  among  the  States.  He  enjoyed  the 
close  confidence  and  intimacy  of  Presidents  Jackson,  Van 
Buren.and  Polk,  Vice-President  King,  General  Lewis  Cass, 
and  others  of  his  political  party.  In  1S40,  he  was  tendered 
by  President  Van  Buren  the  appointment  of  Treasurer  of 
the  United  States  Mint  at  Philadelphia,  which,  however, 
he  declined,  believing  that  he  could  be  of  better  service  at 
his  home.  In  1847,  he  was  tendered  the  appointment  by 
President  Polk  of  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings  and 
Grounds  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  at  that  time  an  office 
of  great  responsibility,  and  requiring  great  executive  ability 
in  the  incumbent.  He  accepted  the  office,  and  Continued 
therein  until  his  nomination  was  rejected  by  the  United 
States  Senate,  through  the  influence  of  Senator  Benton  of 
Missouri,  who  opposed  him  on  personal  grounds.  During 
1849,  he  suffered  from  protracted  illness,  and,  when  par- 
tially recovered,  exposed  himself  endeavoring  to  extinguish 
a fire  in  his  town,  thus  sowing  the  seeds  of  the  disease 
which  finally  carried  him  off.  During  his  illness,  in  1S49, 
he  was  elected  Representative  to  the  Legislature,  and 
served  the  term.  During  this  service  he  urged  the  neces- 
sity of  direct  relations  between  the  State  and  the  General 
Government,  and  through  his  exertions  and  speeches  the 
first  Committee  on  Federal  Relations  was  created,  of  which 
he  was  Chairman  ; he  made  the  first  report  on  that  subject 
ever  presented  to  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature.  A con- 
temporary, writing  of  him,  says:  “With  a friend  who  could 
appreciate  the  force  and  depth  of  his  remarks,  the  corrus- 
cations  of  wit,  fancy,  eloquence  and  pathos,  adorned  with 
the  wealth  which  a tenacious  memory  had  extracted  from  I 


classical  and  contemporary  literature,  would  pour  from  his 
lips  apparently  unconscious  of  hours.  In  figure  of  speech, 
ready,  trite  and  apposite  comparisons,  we  never  knew  his 
equal.”  He  was  well  known  for  a period  of  forty  years  in 
Pennsylvania  as  a political  writer,  and  his  writings  on 
subjects  of  political  economy  would  fill  volumes.  For  many 
years  before  his  death  he  was  the  Democratic  leader  in 
Northern  Pennsylvania.  He  died  at  Wilkesbarre,  Luzerne 
county,  Pennsylvania,  September  30th,  1853.  One  of  his 
sons  became  a Midshipman  in  1838,  and  is  now  a Captain, 
United  States  Navy;  a younger  son  entered  the  army  in 
1861,  and  is  now  Captain,  4th  United  States  Cavalry,  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  by  brevet ; he  also  served  as  an  Adju- 
tant-General during  the  Rebellion,  being  brevetted  Colonel 
of  Volunteers. 


OIIRER,  BENJAMIN,  M.  D.,  Physician  and 
Surgeon,  was  born  in  Lancaster  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, June  1 Sth , 1S25.  Ilis  parents  were  Abra- 
ham Rohrer  and  Elizabeth  (Ely)  Rohrer,  whose 
ancestors  emigrated  to  America  from  Switzerland 
in  the  year  1740.  He  received  a thorough  pre- 
paratory education,  and,  that  being  completed,  he  com- 
menced, when  about  seventeen  years  of  age,  the  study  of 
medicine  under  the  tutorship  of  the  celebrated  surgeon. 
Dr.  Washington  I..  Atlee,  with  whom  he  remained  until 
1846,  in  which  year  he  graduated  at  the  Pennsylvania 
Medical  College.  Immediately  after  graduation,  he- entered 
upon  the  duties  of  his  profession  in  Columbia,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  continued  there  until  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Rebellion,  in  1861.  He  was  at  this  time  in  the  enjoyment 
of  a remunerative  practice,  and,  in  addition,  held  the  office 
of  Notary  Public  for  Columbia,  to  which  he  had  been  ap- 
pointed by  Governor  Curtin  ; but,  on  Fort  Sumter  being 
fired  upon,  he  relinquished  his  position  and  offered  his 
services  to  the  Governor  of  the  State.  lie  received,  in 
June,  1861,  a commission  as  Surgeon,  and  joined  the  Penn- 
sylvania Reserve  Volunteer  Corps,  which  corps  was  trans- 
ferred from  the  State  to  the  General  Government  after  the 
battle  of  Bull  Run.  He  remained  in  the  service  for  three 
years,  during  which  time  he  took  part  iit  all  the  campaigns 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  being  present  at  every  en- 
gagement. During  his  military  career,  his  skill  and  ability 
as  a surgeon,  and  the  success  with  which  he  performed 
many  of  the  most  critical  and  delicate  operations,  obtained 
for  him  a deservedly  high  reputation.  A case  in  which  he 
performed  the  rare  and  dangerous  operation  of  amputation 
at  the  hip-joint,  after  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  deserves 
especial  mention,  lie  was  promoted  to  Chief  Surgeon  of 
Brigade,  and  Chief  Surgeon  of  Di\  ision,  and  also  brevetted 
Lieutenant-Colonel  by  President  Johnson  for  meritorious 
service  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness.  In  1S64,  after 
having  given  three  years  of  zealous  service  to  his  country, 
he  resigned  his  commission  and  decided  to  return  to 
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private  practice.  lie  selected  Germantown  as  his  field 
of  labor,  and  located  himself  there,  where  he  still  (1874) 
continues  to  actively  perform  the  duties  of  his  profession 
and  has  a large  and  important  list  of  patients.  In  his  pri- 
vate practice  he  has  several  times  performed  the  operation 
of  ovariotomy,  which  is  so  closely  connected  with  the  name 
of  his  instructor,  Dr.  Atlee.  In  this  difficult  operation  he 
has  equalled  the  success  of  his  eminent  friend  and  precep- 
tor, seventy-five  per  cent,  of  his  cases  of  this  kind  having 
been  successful.  lie  was  married,  in  1S49,  to  Margaret 
F.,  daughter  of  Samuel  R.  Ilockius. 


: WITT,  WILLIAM  RADCLIFFE,  A.  M.,M.  D., 
Physician  and  Surgeon,  was  born  in  Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania,  December  5th,  1S26.  He  is  the 
son  of  the  Rev.  William  R.  De  Witt,  D.  D.,  and 
on  the  paternal  side  his  extraction  is  Dutch;  on 
the  maternal,  Scotch.  He  acquired  a thorough 
education  under  the  direction  of  his  father  and  the  Rev.  11. 
I.  Wallace,  both  men  of  rare  scholarly  attainments.  Upon 
the  completion  of  an  exhaustive  course  of  studies,  he  re- 
ceived from  Princeton  College  the  degree  of  A.  M. ; and 
subsequently,  in  1852,  graduated  in  medicine  at  Phila- 
delphia. He  was  then  immediately  appointed  Assistant 
Physician  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Lunatic  Asylum  and 
Hospital.  While  serving  in  this  capacity  he  visited,  in 
1S55,  the  various  hospitals  of  England,  France,  Germany 
and  Belgium,  acquiring  in  his  travels  a great  store  of  useful 
medical,  administrative  and  general  information.  In  1859, 
he  resigned  his  position  in  the  Slate  Lunatic  Hospital,  and 
was  appointed  by  President  Buchanan,  Physician  and  Sur- 
geon in  the  United  States  Hospital  at  Honolulu,  Sandwich 
Islands.  Leaving  these  islands  in  the  summer  of  1862,  he 
returned  to  this  country  and  at  once  proffered  his  services 
to  the  General  Government.  These  being  promptly  ac- 
cepted, he  was  placed  on  duty  as  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon 
at  the  Georgetown  College  Hospital.  He  served  in  this 
capacity  until  the  spring  of  1S63,  when  he  was  ordered  to 
Washington,  in  charge  of  the  Hospital  for  Sick  and 
Wounded  Officers  and  Soldiers.  Subsequently,  in  the 
spring  of  1S64,  he  was  appointed,  by  President  Lincoln, 
Surgeon-in-Chief  of  the  First  Division,  Fifth  Corps  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac.  While  filling  this  honorable  post, 
he  participated  bravely  in  all  the  operations  of  that  army, 
and  took  an  active  and  perilous  part  in  the  battles  of  the 
Wilderness,  Spottsylvania  Court  House,  North  Anna,  Tol- 
lopotang,  Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg,  and  also  in  the  many 
fights  in  the  trenches  before  Petersburg;  at  Weldon  Railroad; 
Six-Mile  House,  Weldon  Railroad;  capture  of  Fort  Hell, 
Trable  Farm,  Poplar  Spring  Church,  Yellow  Tavern,  Weldon 
Railroad;  Ilatchc’s  Run,  Fort  Sedgwick,  Weldon  Railroad 
Expedition;  Dabney’s  Mill,  Ilntche’s  Run,  Fort  Steadman, 
Onaker  Run,  Grabley  Run,  Boydton,  White  Oak  Road, 


Five  Forks,  and  at  Appomattox  Court-House,  where  Gene- 
ral Lee  surrendered.  During  the  whole  of  this  eventful 
period,  he  was  noted  for  his  coolness  and  heroism,  and 
afterward,  for  bravery  and  efficiency,  was  brevetted  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel. After  tbe  surrender  of  the  famous  General 
Lee,  he  was  assigned  to  duty  in  the  Bureau  of  Refugees, 
Freedmen  and  Abandoned  Lands,  as  Surgei  n-in-Chief  in 
the  Departments  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia  and  Florida. 
Subsequently,  he  acted  also  as  Surgeon-in-Chief  in  the  De- 
partments of  Maryland,  West  Virginia  and  Delaware;  and 
later  in  Kentucky.  In  November,  1867,  he  was  honorably 
mustered  out  of  the  United  States  service,  after  which  he 
returned  to  Harrisburg  and  resumed  the  active  practice  of 
his  profession,  which  has  become  lucrative  and  very  exten- 
sive. Since  his  return  he  has  been  offered  several  positions 
by  the  General  Government ; but,  preferring  to  lead  a tran- 
quil and  retired  life,  he  has  invariably  refused  each  and 
every  position  tendered  him.  lie  was  married,  November 
4U1,  1S65,  to  Susan  Elizabeth  Spangler,  daughter  of  the 
late  General  Jacob  Spangler,  an  able  and  prominent  man, 
who  was  for  many  years  Surveyor-General  of  Pennsylvania. 


RAY,  JOSEPH  FI.,  Register  of  Wills  for  Alle- 
gheny county,  Pennsylvania,  was  born  in  Ver- 
sailles township,  Allegheny  county,  Pennsylvania, 
August  1st,  1837.  He  is  of  Scotch  descent,  and 
his  parents  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  in  his 
waive  county.  He  was  brought  up  to  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  enjoying  such  educational  advantages  as  the 
neighboring  schools  and  those  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh 
could  afford,  and  continued  his  avocation  of  farming  until 
August  29th,  1S61.  At  this  date  he  enlisted  as  First  Ser- 
geant in  Company  E,  of  the  105th  Regiment  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers.  He  then  accompanied  his  regiment  to  Wash- 
ington, District  of  Columbia,  where  it  was  assigned  to  the 
Third  Army  Corps — then  I Ieintzelman’s,  and  afterward 
Kearney’s.  After  passing  through  the  winter  at  Camp 
.ynn,  on  the  defences  of  Washington,  he  embarked  for  the 
Peninsula,  and  took  an  active  part  in  all  the  spirited  opera- 
tions of  that  command,  including  the  engagements  at  York- 
town,  Williamsburg  and  Fair  Oaks.  In  the  latter  engage- 
ment, at  about  4 p.  M.,  on  Saturday,  May  31st,  he  was 
terribly  wounded,  and  fell,  pierced  by  three  balls.  The 
Union  troops  having  been  repulsed,  he,  with  other  wounded 
officers  and  soldiers,  was  left  lying  upon  the  field  until  the 
Monday  following,  at  noon.  Finally,  he  was  taken  to  the 
hospital  at  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  where,  for  an  entire 
year,  he  was  confined  to  his  bed  by  the  total  disability 
arising  from  his  many  wounds.  While  still  convalescent, 
although  permanently  disabled,  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged, October  26th,  1S63,  and  returned  to  his  home. 
In  April,  1S64,  he  accepted  an  appointment  in  the  War 
Department  at  Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  where  lie 
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remained  until  May,  1 865,  when  he  returned  to  Allegheny 
county,  Pennsylvania.  In  June  of  the  same  year,  he  was 
nominated  for  his  present  position  by  the  Republican  party, 
and,  having  been  elected  by  a large  majority,  in  the  follow- 
ing October  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Curtin  to  fill  the 
office  for  the  unexpired  term  of  his  predecessor — who  had 
died  upon  the  day  of  the  election.  Having  been  re-elected 
in  1869,  and  again  in  1S72,  he  continues  to  exercise  the 
functions  of  his  office  with  acceptability  and  thorough  effi- 
ciency. He  has  ever  taken  a warm  interest  in  all  matters 
involving  the  good  of  the  general  community,  and  was  one 
of  the  originators  of  the  Weekly  Savings’  Bank  of  Pittsburgh. 
From  its  organization  he  has  been  a trusted  and  influential 
Director  of  this  institution,  and  since  April,  1S74,  has  been 
its  President.  He  was  elected  Major  of  the  14th  Regiment 
National  Guard  of  Pennsylvania,  August  13th,  1874. 


§ 
)p 


ENTIIALL,  JOHN,  Chief  Naval  Constructor 
U.  S.  Navy  (retired),  was  born  at  Washington, 
District  of  Columbia,  September  1 6th,  1807. 
His  parents  came  from  Yorkshire,  England,  to 
Washington,  where  his  father  was  Assistant 
Architect  of  the  United  States  Capitol,  under 
Mr.  Latrobe,  and  was  killed,  in  1S0S,  by  the  falling  of  the 
arch  of  the  Supreme  Court  Room.  He  attended  the  com- 
mon schools  in  Washington  until  1S23,  when  he  went  to 
Philadelphia  and  became  an  apprentice  to  Mr.  Samuel 
Humphreys,  in  the  navy  yard  at  that  place,  and  remained 
until  he  was  of  age.  lie  next  worked  fora  year  or  more 
at  the  Washington  Navy  Yard,  superintending  laying  down 
of  ships,  and  having  moulds  made  for  cutting  live-oak  tim- 
1 er.  In  1832,  he  went  to  Europe,  and  visited  the  navy 
yards  of  Russia,  Denmark,  England  and  France,  re- 
maining abroad  nearly  three  years,  and  during  that  period 
obtaining  drawings  and  plans  of  nearly  three  hundred  of  the 
best  vessels  of  the  English,  French,  Dutch  and  Spanish 
navies.  On  his  return  he  was  employed  by  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  of  the  Navy  in  preparing  plans  of  ships,  and, 
in  1835,  was  sent  to  the  Philadelphia  Navy  Yard  for  duty, 
receiving  an  appointment  as  Naval  Constructor,  May  1 si, 
1S35,  and  remained  at  that  yard  fourteen  years.  During 
that  period  he  completed  the  “ Pennsylvania,”  ship-of-lhe- 
line,  and  built  and  launched  a number  of  vessels  of  war. 
In  1849,  hc  was  ordered  to  the  Washington  Navy  Yard  as 
Chief  Naval  Constructor,  and,  in  1853,  was  made  Chief  of 
the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair  in  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment; a position  which  he  retained  for  eighteen  years; 
when,  in  1871,  under  the  operation  of  the  retiring  law,  he 
was  placed  on  the  list  of  officers  of  the  navy  with  the  re- 
lative rank  of  Commodore.  From  1835  until  the  expira- 
tion of  his  term  of  active  service,  few,  if  any,  vessels  were 
built  for  the  navy  in  the  construction  of  which  he  did  not 
take  a large,  if  nut  the  principal,  part  of  the  responsibility. 


The  steam  frigates  “ Franklin,”  “ Minnesota,”  “ Wabash,” 
and  “ Lancaster,”  were  built  from  his  plans.  During  his 
apprenticeship  he  educated  himself  by  hard  study,  and 
having  largely  benefited  by  the  Franklin  Institute  of 
Philadelphia — of  which  he  has  for  many  years  been  a mem- 
ber— he  has  expressed  his  intention  to  donate  his  entire 
library  of  books,  ship  plans  and  designs  to  that  institution, 
together  with  the  various  papers  and  memoranda  accumu- 
lated during  his  long  service.  He  was  married,  in  Phila- 
delphia, in  1S46,  to  a Miss  Esk,  who  died  in  1872,  at 
Washington.  Delias  no  children  living. 
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RENSI1AW,  EDMUND  AUSTIN,  Chemist,  was 
born  in  Richmond,  Virginia,  February  4th,  1827. 
1 1 is  parents  were  Nathaniel  Chapman  Crenshaw 
and  Mary  Y.  (Couch)  Crenshaw.  The  family  is 
descended  in  a direct  line  from  a brother  of  Sir 
Francis  Bacon,  commonly  called  Lord  Bacon, 
the  celebrated  English  Chancellor,  who  emigrated  to  Vir- 
ginia early  in  the  seventeenth  century,  and  there  founded 
the  family  of  Bacon,  which  has  been  prominent  throughout 
the  history  of  the  Slate.  He  graduated  at  llaverford  Col- 
lege, Pennsylvania,  in  Delaware  county,  in  1S45,  and  in 
the  following  year  entered  the  establishment  of  Smith 
Hodgson,  a well-known  firm  of  chemists,  to  learn  the  busi- 
ness. Here  he  remained  until  1849,  when  the  old  firm  re- 
tired and  E.  A.  Crenshaw  entered  into  partnership  with 
Charles  Bullock,  the  two  succeeding  to  the  firm  of  Smith  V 
Hodgson,  with  the  style  of  Bullock  & Crenshaw,  under 
which  the  business  is  still  (1874)  continued.  He  was 
married,  in  1852,  to  Mary  C.,  daughter  of  Anthony  and 
Rebecca  Robinson,  of  Richmond,  Virginia,  which  family 
is,  like  his  own,  of  English  descent.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  in  which,  and  its  affairs, 
he  has  always  taken  great  interest. 


ENITEIM ER,  WILLIAM  HENRY,  D.  D., 
Bishop  of  New  Jersey,  was  born  in  Philadelphia, 
August  1 1 tli,  1817.  He  graduated  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania  in  1835,  and  at  the 
General  Theological  Seminary  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church,  in  New  York,  in  1838.  In 
the  same  year  he  entered  Holy  Orders,  being  ordained 
deacon  in  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church.  In  1841,  he 
received  Priest’s  orders,  and  was  elected  Rector  of  St. 
Peter’s  Church,  Philadelphia.  He  subsequently  became, 
in  1S59,  Bishop  of  New  Jersey.  He  is  the  author  of  nu- 
merous works,  of  which  the  following  are  chief : The  Origin 
and  Compilation  of  the  Prayer-  Book,  1841  ; The  Devout 
Churchman's  Companion , 1S41  ; The  True  Catholic  no 
Romanist , 1842;  I hough/s  on  Immersion,  1843;  'The 
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Young  Churchman's  Catechism,  1S44  ; Ringelburgius  on 
Stiuly;  Bishop  While's  Opinions,  1846;  Essay  on  Canon 
Law,  1 S47  ; The  Clergyman's  Assistant  in  Reading  the 
Liturgy,  I S47  ; 7 he  Private  Prayer- Booh,  1S51  ; Jerusa- 
lem and  its  Vicinity  ; a series  of  Familiar  Lectures  (eight) 
on  the  Sacred  Localities  connected  with  the  Week  before 
the  Resurrection,  1S55.  In  this  last  work  he  gives  the  re- 
sults of  his  meditations  among  the  holy  p’aces  during  a 
visit  to  Jerusalem  in  1 S5 1— ’52.  It  is  a most  valuable  book, 
and  deeply  interesting  to  the  devout  Christian.  Bishop 
Odenheimer  has  confirmed,  during  the  fourteen  years  since 
his  consecration,  1 5,S2S  persons,  of  whom  14,870  were  in 
the  Diocese  of  New  Jersey. 
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ESSXA,  IION.  JOHN,  Lawyer  and  Congressman, 
was  horn  in  Bedford  county,  June  29th,  1821. 
After  receiving  a preparatory  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  county,  where  his 
father  followed  the  occupation  of  a farmer,  he 
for  two  years  attended  the  Military  Academy  of 
Rev.  B.  K.  Ilall,  in  Bedford.  February  1st,  1S39,  he  en- 
tered the  Freshman  class  of  Marshall  College,  and  graduated 
from  that  institution,  September  2S1I1,  1S42.  He  then  en- 
gaged in  teaching,  at  first  in  a public  school  and  afterwards 
in  a private  academy,  devoting  all  his  leisure  to  the  study 
of  law,  his  name  having  been  entered  with  Hon.  Samuel  M. 
Barclay,  of  Bedford,  Pennsylvania.  lie  also  filled  the  post 
of  Tutor  of  Latin  in  Marshall  College,  from  1S43  to  the 
fall  of  1844,  at  which  time  he  married  a daughter  of  Daniel 
Shaffer,  of  Merccrsburg,  Pennsylvania.  Entering  the  office 
of  Mr.  Barclay  for  the  purpose  of  completing  his  legal  stu- 
dies, he  was  examined  and  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Bedford 
county,  in  June,  1845,  where  he  immediately  began  practice 
and  still  resides.  The  vigor  and  ability  displayed  by  him 
in  the  prosecution  of  all  matters  intrusted  to  his  professional 
care  quickly  gained  him  prominence,  and  an  extended  and 
lucrative  practice  in  his  native  and  adjoining  counties, 
lie  has  always  taken  an  active  part  in  political  questions. 
He  was  in  early  life  a Democrat,  and  his  usual  energy, 
exerted  in  behalf  of  his  party,  soon  caused  him  to  be  re- 
cognized as  a leader  therein,  and  he  was  elected  to  many 
honorable  positions.  In  1849,  he  was  sent  as  a Represen- 
tative to  the  Slate  Legislature,  and  so  highly  were  his  ser- 
vices appreciated  that,  in  1S50,  he  was  re-elected  by  the 
same  constituency  and  was  also  raised  to  the  honorable 
position  of  Speaker  of  the  House,  lie  was  a most  prompt, 
capable  and  impartial  presiding  officer.  In  1S56,  he  was  a 
Delegate  to  the  Cincinnati  National  Convention,  which 
nominated  James  Buchanan  for  President.  Again,  in  1S60, 
he  was  a Delegate  to  the  National  Convention  at  Charles- 
ton, South  Carolina,  and,  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Organization,  was  the  author  of  the  Anti  Unit  Rule  for  the 
benefit  of  minorities.  He  was  elected  and  served  in  the 


State  Legislature  during  the  sessions  of  1862-’ 63,  being 
Speaker  of  that  body  during  the  latter  year.  But  the  action 
of  the  political  party  with  which  he  had  heretofore  affiliated 
not  meeting  his  views  in  connection  with  the  questions 
raised  by  the  Civil  War,  he  severed  his  connection  there- 
with and  joined  the  Republican  organization.  His  exer- 
tions in  behalf  of  the  party  with  which  he  had  enlisted  were 
soon  rewarded.  In  1S65,  he  was  a member  of  the  Repub- 
lican State  Convention,  and  Chairman  of  the  Stale  Central 
Committee.  In  1S6S,  he  was  elected  a member  of  the 
Forty-first  Congress  from  the  Sixteenth  District  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. In  1S70,  he  was  again  nominated  and  claimed  the 
election,  but  his  seat  was  awarded  to  his  opponent  ; how- 
ever, in  1S72,  he  was  once  more  nominated  in  the  same 
district  and  returned  by  a majority  of  over  1300  against  his 
former  successful  competitor.  He  has  served  with  great 
credit  on  the  Committees  on  the  Judiciary,  on  Expenditures 
and  Public  Buildings,  and  on  Elections,  and  has  earned  a 
well-deserved  reputation  as  an  efficient,  industrious  and 
patriotic  member  of  Congress.  In  1865,  he  was  chosen 
President  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  Franklin  and  Mar- 
shall College,  to  succeed  Don.  James  Buchanan,  and  still 
fills  the  position.  In  Autjust,  1S70,  at  the  organization  of 
the  Bedford  & Bridgeport  Railroad  Company,  he  was  elected 
its  President,  and  has  been  unanimously  re-elected  every 
year  since,  lie  is  a man  of  marked  ability,  and  a hard 
worker.  Though  strongly  partisan  in  his  feelings  and  preju- 
dices, he  never  allows  his  judgment  to  he  unduly  influenced 
by  any  motives  of  political  policy.  lie  is  connected,  reli- 
giously, with  the  German  Reformed  Church,  and  has  al- 
ways been  a most  active  member  of  that  denomination  and 
a liberal  contributor  to  its  support. 


ARMER,  ALFRED  C.,  Merchant  and  Congress- 
man, was  born  in  Germantown,  Pennsylvania, 
August  8th,  1825.  lie  is  one  of  the  great  army 

/ CTF  of  self-made  men,  and,  like  all  who  belong  to  that 
^ & 

O most  worthy  and  honorable  class,  has  carved  his 

own  way  to  fortune  and  eminence  by  the  force 
of  the  old-fashioned  virtues  of  industry  and  self-reliance, 
indomitable  perseverance  and  energy.  Before  attaining  the 
age  of  twenty  years  he  commenced  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count, and  within  a few  years  had  established  a flourishing 
wholesale  shoe  trade  in  Philadelphia.  In  his  twenty-first 
year  he  became  a Director  of  the  public  schools  of  Phila- 
delphia, and,  after  a short  term  of  service  in  that  office,  was 
elected  by  a popular  vote  to  the  Councils  of  the  borough  of 
Germantown,  then  hut  just  incorporated.  In  1S55,  the  city 
and  county  of  Philadelphia  were  consolidated,  and  in  the 
year  following  he  was  selected  to  represent,  in  the  City 
Councils,  the  Twenty-second  Ward,  which  was  his  birth- 
place. In  the  discussion  of  the  important  questions  brought 
before  the  Councils  as  the  result  of  consolidation,  he  ap- 
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pearcd  an  able  and  faithful  champion  of  the  interests  of 
this  large  municipality,  ami  his  energy,  tact,  penetration, 
and  superior  judgment,  the  result  of  his  business  experience, 
eminently  qualified  him  for  the  consideration  of  these 
weighty  matters.  As  a member  of  the  Councils  he  took  an 
active  interest  in  the  development  of  the  city  passenger 
railway  system,  and  for  three  years  occupied  the  position 
of  President  of  the  Thirteenth  & Fifteenth  Streets  Road, 
lie  was  thrice  elected  by  the  Councils  a Director  of  the 
North  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company,  to  represent  in  that 
corporation  the  interests  of  the  city,  which  amounts  in  value 
to  ^1, 400,000.  In  i860,  during  a period  of  great  political 
excitement,  and  with  three  sets  of  candidates  in  the  field, 
he  was  nominated  by  the  People’s  party  (including  some 
of  all  the  broken  political  organizations,  but  being  princi- 
pally composed  of  the  elements  of  the  old  Whig  party)  for 
Recorder  of  Deeds  for  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia, 
and  was  triumphantly  elected  by  a majority  of  2783  over 
both  competitors,  although  the  Democratic  State  ticket  re- 
ceived in  the  city  a majority  of  18S6.  He  discharged  the 
duties  of  this  office  with  great  fidelity,  and  used  the  power 
thus  conferred  upon  him  for  the  highest  good  of  his  country. 
About  this  time  he  was  appointed  by  the  general  com- 
mittee of  the  city  to  collect  funds  in  his  own  ward  for  the 
purpose  of  nising  troops  for  the  army.  For  this  end  he 
organized  a special  committee,  and  contributed  most  libe- 
rally to  the  fund  of  his  own  means  and  influence.  He  was 
also  sent  as  a Delegate  to  the  last  National  Republican 
Convention  which  assembled  at  Chicago.  His  official  term 
being  closed,  he  returned  to  private  life,  and  devoted  his 
time  and  energies  to  the  interests  of  hi.  own  business,  tin 
til,  in  the  summer  of  1S70,  he  was  called  to  become  the 
standard-bearer  of  the  Republican  party  in  the  Congressional 
struggle  in  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania  District.  In  the  Con- 
vention of  sixty-nine  delegates  lie  received  sixty-one  votes 
on  the  first  ballot,  and  his  nomination  having  been  made 
with  such  rare  unanimity,  he  entered  upon  the  spirited  cam- 
paign which  followed.  Although  his  defeat  had  been  most 
confidently  predicted  on  account  of  the  closeness  of  the  di- 
vision of  the  two  parties  and  the  local  dissensions  in  his 
own  party,  he  carried  the  district  by  a larger  majority  than 
had  been  accorded  to  any  of  his  predecessors  for  many 
years,  thus  proving  his  personal  popularity,  especially  among 
the  laboring  classes.  He  was  unanimously  re-nominated 
in  1S72,  and  re-elected  by  an  increased  majority.  He  was 
known  as  a hard-working  member,  and  completely  devoted 
to  the  interests  of  his  constituents  and  of  the  country  at 
large.  Ilis  kindness  and  courtesy  towards  all  with  whom 
he  lias  to  do,  whether  opponents  or  friends,  are  marked 
traits  in  his  character,  and  evidences  of  the  worthy  animus 
by  which  his  life  is  governed.  He  has  been  twice  married; 
firstly,  in  1845,  to  Emily  Jane,  daughter  of  George  II.  Wil- 
son, of  Germantown;  and,  secondly,  in  1S54,  to  Sarah  E., 
daughter  of  Conrad  Miller,  of  Maucli  Chunk,  Pennsylvania. 
He  has  a family  of  nine  sons  and  two  daughters. 
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TTO,  CIIART.ES  WITMAN,  Cashier  of  the 
National  Bank  of  Germantown,  was  born  in 
Rending,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  27th  of  February, 
1823,  his  parents  being  Daniel  11.  Otto  and  Sarah 
(Witman)  Otto.  His  grandfather,  John  A.  Otto, 
a physician,  emigrated  from  Germany  to  America 
about  the  year  1765,  and  settled  in  Reading,  and  served  as 
a surgeon  in  the  War  of  Independence.  Charles  Witman 
Otto  received  his  education  at  the  common  schools  of  I’otts- 
ville,  Pennsylvania,  and  when  about  sixteen  years  of  age 
entered  a dry  goods  establishment  in  that  town,  where  he 
remained  but  a few  months.  On  leaving  this  employment 
he  removed  to  Philadelphia,  and  was  engaged  by  Bing- 
ham, Kintzle  & Co.,  dry  goods  merchants  of  that  city,  with 
whom  he  continued  until  1847,  when  he  began  business  in 
the  dry  goods  trade  on  his  own  account,  in  Market  street, 
Philadelphia,  an  undertaking  he  relinquished  in  1850,  in 
order. to  accept  a position  as  Bookkeeper  in  the  Bank  of 
Germantown,  which  was  reorganized,  in  1S64,  as  the  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Germantown,  Philadelphia.  Having  passed 
through  the  subordinate  positions  of  Bookkeeper  and  Teller, 
he  became  the  Cashier  of  the  bank  in  1S60,  a position  he 
at  present  occupies,  lie  is  intimately  connected  with  all 
the  more  important  local  associations  and  institutions,  lie 
was  married,  in  1S56,  to  Mary,  daughter  of  Louis  Leele, 
of  Hartford,  Connecticut. 


MMA,  1ION.  DAVID,  Lawyer  and  Banker,  was 
born  in  Dauphin  county,  near  Harrisburg,  July 
28th,  1816.  Ilis  parents  were  David  and  Esther 
Mtimma,  of  German  descent.  Ilis  early  educa- 
tion he  secured  in  the  county  school  of  his  native 
place,  and  when  but  thirteen  years  of  age  was  set 
to  work  upon  his  father’s  farm.  In  this  occupation  he  was 
engaged  until  his  twenty-sixth  year,  when  he  pursued  the 
business  of  farming  and  general  agriculture  on  his  own  ac- 
count. After  a successful  trial  of  this  occupation,  he  turned 
his  attention  to  the  lumber  business,  occupying  himself  in 
this  manner  with  energy  and  profit  until  1S53.  In  this  year 
he  removed  to  Harrisburg  and  began  the  study  of  the  law. 
Upon  the  completion  of  his  legal  course,  he  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  of  that  city,  and  immediately  engaged  in  the 
active  practice  of  his  profession,  in  which  he  has  since  ac- 
quired such  creditable  renown.  I11  1840,  he  was  Demo- 
cratic candidate  for  the  Legislature,  but  met  with  failure, 
this  political  party  being  then  greatly  in  the  minority.  From 
1840  to  1S46,  he  was  a Delegate  to  nearly  every  State 
Democratic  Convention,  and,  upon  all  occasions,  was  noted 
for  his  enterprise,  sagacity  and  shrewd  counsel.  In  1S46, 
he  separated  from  the  Democratic  party  and  took  sides  with 
the  Whigs  on  the  tariff  question,  and,  in  1 S56 — ’ 5 7 , was 
elected  to  the  Legislature  of  this  State  as  Whig  candidate. 
Until  1S60,  he  was  identified  with  the  American  party, 
when  he  connected  himself  with  the  Republican  party,  to 
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whose  principles  he  has  since  firmly  held.  In  the  latter 
year,  he  was  appointed  a Delegate  to  the  State  Republican 
Convention,  and  in  this  capacity  lias  since  served  repeatedly, 
and  with  profit  and  honor  to  his  party  and  himself.  In 
1S67,  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate,  and  served  for 
three  years.  In  addition  to  his  professional  and  legal  pur- 
suits, he  has  been  identified  with  many  important  enterprises 
of  a financial  nature,  and  in  all  such  has  evinced  unusual 
administrative  qualities  and  acute  foresight.  lie  was 
actively  interested  in  the  affairs  of  the  State  Capitol  Bank, 
and  also  the  State  Bank;  while,  at  the  present  time,  he  is 
President  of  the  Real  Estate  Bank,  and  also  President  of  the 
Harrisburg  Market  Company,  the  duties  of  which  position 
require  close  attention  and  shrewd  management.  lie  was 
married,  in  1841,  to  Lydia  Delweiler,  of  Middletown, 
Pennsylvania. 


cjw JfWVSON,  MORDECAI  LEWIS,  Brewer  and 
vVJl  ffl  Philanthropist,  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Penn- 
sylvania, April  3d,  1799.  He  lost  his  father 
when  quite  young,  and  was  principally  brought 
up  under  the  care  of  his  paternal  grandfather,  to 
whose  business  he  succeeded.  By  his  intelli- 
gence, his  enterprise,  industry,  and  integrity,  he  soon  won 
the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens,  which  he 
continued  to  enjoy  during  his  entire  life.  Having  acquired 
a considerable  fortune,  he  retired  from  business,  and  the 
balance  of  his  prolonged  life  was  devoted  to  philanthropic 
pursuits  and  the  management  of  the  charitable  and  benevo- 
lent institutions  of  his  native  city,  with  nearly  all  of  which 
he  was,  at  some  time  connected,  and  most  of  which  he 
benefited  by  pecuniary  aid.  For  upwards  of  thirty  years 
he  was  a manager  of  the  Magdalen  Society;  for  twenty- 
eight  years  he  devoted  his  time  and  talents  to  the  further- 
ing of  the  benevolent  objects  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital ; 
and  for  sixteen  years  occupied  the  position  of  President 
of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  that  institution.  In  1S3S, 
lie  was  elected  a member  of  the  Philadelphia  Society  for 
Alleviating  the  Miseries  of  Public  Prisons,  and  was  sub- 
sequently appointed  a member  of  the  Acting  Committee, 
and  a Secretary  of  the  Society.  In  1842,  he  was  chosen 
a Director  of  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb;  and,  in  1S69,  a Vice-President  of  the  same.  lie 
became  a Director  of  the  Public  Schools  in  1S33,  and 
devoted  much  of  his  time  to  them.  In  1846,  he  resigned 
his  Directorship  on  his  appointment  as  a Trustee  of  Girard 
College  and  a Manager  of  the  House  of  Refuge.  In 
these  fields  he  labored  with  his  accustomed  energy  and 
usefulness  for  over  ten  years.  As  a Manager  of  the 
Friends’  Asylum  for  the  Insane,  near  Frankford,  and  other 
benevolent  institutions,  bis  services  were  most  valuable  and 
highly  appreciated.  His  bounty  to  public  charities  was  very 
large,  but  his  private  beneficence  was  as  great ; the  deserving 
poor,  and  many  others  not  known  as  such,  ever  found  in  him 


a warm-hearted  friend  to  whom  they  could  confide  their 
troubles,  in  time  of  need,  with  the  surety  that  their  wants 
would  be  liberally  supplied.  In  connection  with  William 
Biddle,  he  purchased  a lot  in  the  Monument  Cemetery,  for 
the  interment  of  teachers  dying  in  limited  circumstances, 
thus  extending  his  charity,  even  to  the  dead.  December 
9th,  1872,  he  died.  A member  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  he 
was  entirely  catholic  in  spirit  and  ever  willing  to  cooperate 
with  men  of  every  sect  in  doing  good.  He  is  entitled  to  a 
conspicuous  place  in  the  ranks  of  philanthropists. 


E1TER,  WILLIAM,  Physician,  was  born  January 
2lst,  1S10.  He  received  a classical  education 
in  Princeton  College,  after  leaving  which  he 
became  the  private  pupil  of  Dr.  Thomas  Ilewson 
of  Philadelphia,  then  an  eminent  practitioner. 
He  graduated  in  medicine  in  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia,  in  1832,  and  shortly  after- 
wards visited  Europe,  in  order  to  prosecute  his  studies 
still  further.  On  his  return,  in  1834,  he  commenced  to 
practice  in  his  own  native  city,  where  one  of  the  divisions 
of  the  Philadelphia  Dispensary  was  placed  under  his  care. 
In  1839,  he  was  chosen  one  of  the  Physicians  of  Wills’ 
Hospital,  and  two  years  later,  one  of  the  Physicians  to  the 
Pennsylvania  Institute  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind. 
The  year  subsequent,  he  was  elected  one  of  the  Visiting 
Physicians  to  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital;  which  position 
he  held  for  nearly  seventeen  years,  with  great  advantage  to 
the  institution  and  honor  to  himself,  In  June,  1S60,  he 
succeeded  the  eminent  Professor  Wood,  as  Professor  of  the 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  in  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania.  This  chair  he  filled  with  rare  ability,  till 
the  spring  of  1S66,  when  increasing  feebleness  of  health 
obliged  him  to  tender  his  resignation.  A tendency  to 
disease  of  the  lungs,  from  which  he  had  long  suffered,  in- 
creased visibly  at  this  period,  and  in  spile  of  every  care, 
led  to  his  death,  on  October  151b,  1S66.  He  married 
Sarah  Platt,  of  Philadelphia,  in  1840.  The  large  practice 
he  enjoyed  prevented  him  from  becoming  a voluminous 
author,  lie  contributed,  however,  numerous  short  articles 
to  medical  journals,  which  were  distinguished  by  their 
clearness  of  expression  and  practical  character.  Among 
these  may  be  mentioned,  Reports  of  Cases  noted  in  the 
Pennsylvania  Hospital  On  Chronic  Hydrocephalus,  On 
Scrofulous  Inflammation  of  the  Lungs  and  Pul/uonary 
Consumption,  On  Hepatic  Abscess,  The  Use  of  the  Spir- 
ometer in  Diseases  of  the  /. nags,  Cases  of  Diseased  Gall 
Bladder,  all  in  various  issues  of  the  American  Journal 
of  the  Medical  Sciences ; On  Tubercle  of  the  Brain,  on 
the  Treatment  of  Intermittent  l'evcr  by  Quinoidine,  on 
certain  1'oisonous  Ejects  Produced  by  Pork,  in  different 
numbers  of  The  Medical  Examiner ; besides  numerous 
contributions  j ublished  in  the  Transact'ons  of  the  College 
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of  Physicians  ami  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  Pathological 
Society,  of  Philadelphia.  1 1 is  private  character  was  most 
estimable.  An  intimate  friend,  himself  a medical  prac- 
titioner of  distinguished  eminence — Dr.  Thomas  S.  Kirk- 
bride — has  said  of  him  in  a Memoir  published  in  1S66: 
“ Without  the  privilege  of  personal  friendship  and  con- 
fidential professional  intercourse,  no  one  could  thoroughly 
appreciate  all  his  excellent  traits  of  character  as  a Chris- 
tian man,  a good  citizen,  an  able  physician,  a devoted 
husband  and  father,  and  a true  friend;  nor  understand 
what  tended  to  raise  him  highest  in  the  estimation  of  those 
who  knew  him  best,  as  one  of  the  justly  honored  and 
deservedly  successful  in  the  ranks  of  his  profession,  and 
who,  in  passing  away,  left  a void  which  to  many  can 
never  be  filled,  and  feelings  of  sorrow  that  can  find  no 
•fitting  expre  sion  in  words.” 


tendent,  and  assisted  in  the  purchase  of  the  Edgefield  & 
Kentucky  Railroad,  thus  making  a through  line  from  Nash- 
ville, Tennessee,  to  Evansville,  Florida.  lie  continued  in 
charge  of  this  road  until  its  sale  to  the  St.  Louis  & South- 
eastern Railroad,  when,  being  harassed  by  failing  health,  he 
moved  to  the  sea-shore,  remaining  there  for  nearly  a year. 
In  July,  1S62,  he  left  Kentucky,  and  in  January,  1S73,  ac- 
cepted the  proffered  position  of  Superintendent  of  the  Pitts- 
burgh Division  of  the  Pan  Handle  Line,  and  since  that 
time  has  been  connected  with  that  company.  He  is  the 
youngest  of  three  brothers  who  fill  prominent  positions  in 
various  railway  companies,  and  is  noted  for  many  admirable 
qualities  of  mind  and  heart,  lie  was  married,  in  1S66,  to 
Frances  Sherfy,  daughter  of  Solomon  Slierfy,  of  Altoona, 
Pennsylvania. 


ITCAIRN,  HUGH,  Superintendent  of  the  Pitts- 
burgh, Cincinnati  & St.  Louis  Railway  Company, 
was  born  in  Johnstone,  Scotland,  in  August,  1S45. 
While  in  his  infancy,  his  parents  came  to  the 
United  States  and  settled  in  Allegheny  City,  Penn- 
sylvania. His  early  education  was  acquired  in 
the  common  schools  of  that  city,  where  lie  evinced  unusual 
sagacity  and  perseverance.  Upon  the  completion  of  his 
studies,  in  1S59,  he  entered  the  office  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad,  in  Pittsburgh,  to  learn  telegraphy.  I11  this  essay 
lie  manifested  such  insight  and  ability,  that,  in  less  than  six 
months,  he  was  appointed  to  take  charge  of  the  telegraph 
office  situated  at  the  end  of  the  double  track,  at  Mill  Creek, 
Huntingdon  county.  In  this  employment  he  continued  for 
one  year,  and  was  then  appointed  to  operate  in  the  general 
office  at  Altoona.  In  this  place  he  fulfilled  the  duties  of 
clerk  and  operator  until  1S65,  when  he  was  called  to 
Harrisburg  as  Assistant  Train-Master  of  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railroad.  Subsequently,  he  was  promoted  to  the 
position  of  Train- Master,  and  two  months  later,  owing  to 
the  decease  of  the  Assistant  Superintendent,  William  D. 
Hayes,  received  the  appointment  of  Acting  Assistant  Super- 
intendent, and  Superintendent  of  the  Susquehanna  Division. 
Appreciating  fully  his  talents  and  administrative  ability,  the 
directory,  at  the  ensuing  meeting,  confirmed  him  as  Assis- 
tant Superintendent,  and  in  this  capacity  he  served  credit- 
ably for  two  years.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time,  he  was 
offered  the  position  of  Superintendent  of  the  Lehigh  Coal 
<!v  Navigation  Company  Railroad,  with  the  office  at  Maucli 
Chunk,  Carbon  county,  Pennsylvania,  now  known  as  the 
Lehigh  & Susquehanna  Railroad,  leased  by  the  Central 
Railroad  of  New  Jersey.  Later,  he  was  sent  by  the  late 
John  Edgar  Thomson,  and  also  Colonel  Scott,  to  Kentucky, 
for  the  purpose  of  completing  and  taking  charge  of  the 
Evansville,  Henderson  & Nashville  Railroad.  After  the 
completion  of  the  road,  he  was  appointed  General  Superin- 


ARDING, HON.  GARRICK  MALLERY,  Presi- 
dent Judge  of  the  Eleventh  Judicial  District,  Penn- 
sylvania, was  born  at  Exeter,  in  Luzerne  county, 
on  the  1 2th  day  of  July,  iSjo.  He  is  of  that  strong 
New  England  stock,  which,  in  the  early  days  of 
the  Republic,  was  transplanted  from  the  rugged 
shores  of  Massachusetts  Bay  to  the  more  congenial  soil  of 
Pennsylvania.  Exeter  bears  the  same  relation  to  Wyoming 
that  Concord,  in  Massachusetts,  bears  to  Bunker’s  Hill. 
Bunker’s  Hill  became  classical  ground  through  the  early 
struggles  of  the  colonists,  which  began  at  Concord;  and 
Wyoming’s  classical  history  dates  from  the  massacre  which 
had  ils  beginning  at  Exeter,  w herein  two  of  Mr.  Harding’s 
ancestors  were  slaughtered,  and  whereof  John  Harding, 
the  grandfather  of  Garrick  M.  Harding,  was  the  only 
survivor.  The  latter  graduated  at  Dickinson  College,  at 
Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  in  184S,  in  the  class  with  John  A.  T. 
Creswell,  now  Postmaster-General,  lie  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  Wilkesbarre,  in  1850,  when  the  bar  of  Luzerne 
county  was  conspicuous  for  the  strength  and  ability  of  its 
members,  among  whom  were  the  Hon.  George  W.  Wood- 
ward, Hon.  Luther  Kidder,  and  lion.  Oristus  Collins,  ex- 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  and  lion.  Hendrick  B.  Wright,  Hon.  Henry  M. 
Fuller,  Harrison  Wright,  and  II.  W.  Nicholson,  men  of 
great  acquirements  and  marked  ability.  His  tastes  and 
temperament  naturally  led  him  into  the  active  practice  of 
the  courts;  he  speedily  attained  great  success  in  jury  trials, 
and  as  an  advocate  soon  came  to  be  without  an  equal  at  the 
Luzerne  bar.  In  1858,110  was  elected  District  Attorney 
of  Luzerne  county,  on  the  Republican  ticket,  by  more  than 
1700  majority,  though  the  county  was  largely  Democratic. 
On  the  1 2th  of  July,  1S70,  at  the  exact  age  of  forty  years, 
be  was  appointed  by  Governor  Geary,  President  Judge  of 
the  Eleventh  Judicial  District  (excepting  Philadelphia  and 
Allegheny,  the  largest  in  the  State),  to  fill  a vacancy  caused 
by  the  resignation  of  the  I Ion.  John  N.  Conyngham.  In  the 
fall  of  KS70,  he  was  unanimously  nominated  by  the  Repub- 
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Beans  of  Luzerne  for  tlie  same  position  ; and  the  election 
which  followed  fully  demonstrated  his  strength  and  popu- 
larity. 1 1 is  competitor  was  the  lion.  George  YV.  Wood- 
ward, ex-Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  who  had  been 
elected  to  Congress,  in  i S6S,  by  a majority  in  Luzerne 
county  of  more  than  3000.  Yet  notwithstanding  there  was 
a large  Democratic  majority  in  the  District,  and  despite 
Judge  Woodward’s  pre-eminent  ability,  and  pure  and  spot- 
less character,  Judge  Harding  was  elected  by  a majority  of 
2365  to  the  position  he  now  (ills.  On  the  bench,  he  is  dis- 
tinguished for  his  great  dispatch  of  business,  for  his  industry, 
his  legal  acquirements,  his  devotion  to  the  public  weal,  his 
strong  and  even-handed  dispensation  of  justice,  and  for  that 
fearless,  earnest,  and  undeviating  judicial  course  which 
comes  from  a clear  mind,  a vigorous  body,  and  an  honest 
purpose.  In  private  life  he  is  generous  and  charitable,  de- 
voted to  his  family  and  his  books,  a faithful  friend  and  an 
out-speaking  opponent,  In  line,  he  is  a worthy  representa- 
tive of  those  men  whose  stout  hearts  and  arms  made  the 
valley  of  Wyoming  classical  ground,  and  whose  vigor  of 
body  ami  mind,  force  of  character,  and  native  integrity, 
still  bloom  and  llourish  among  their  children. 


! US  ELTON,  W.  S.,  M.  D.,  Physician,  was  born  in 
Wilkesbarre,  Luzerne  county,  Pennsylvania,  Au- 
gust 20th,  1S40.  His  father,  a well-known 

farmer  and  agriculturist,  was  born  in  the  State  of 
New  Jersey,  his  mother,  in  Pennsylvania.  On 
the  paternal  side,  he  is  of  Scotch,  and  on  the 
of  Dutch  extraction.  When  in  his  fourteenth 
year,  his  parents  moved  to  Butler  county,  Pennsylvania,  and 
in  the  common  schools  of  this  place,  and  also  in  the  Wither- 
spoon Institute,  he  acquired  a thorough  elementary  educa- 
tion. After  teaching  school  for  more  than  a year,  he 
commenced  the  study  of  medicine  under  the  tuition  of  the 
late  W.  G.  I.owmcn,  M.  D.,  in  the  town  of  Butler.  Later, 
he  studied  in  the  Jefferson  Medical  College  of  Philadelphia, 
and  in  the  Medical  Department  of  Georgetown  College, 
Washington  city,  District  of  Columbia.  Upon  the  comple- 
tion of  his  medical  education,  he  graduated  at  the  latter 
college.  In  the  early  part  of  the  war,  August,  1S62,  he 
entered  the  Unir  n army  as  Surgeon.  He  was  then  assigned 
to  duty  in  the  Department  of  Washington,  in  hospital 
service.  As  surgeon,  he  held  several  prominent  and  im- 
portant positions,  and  remained  in  the  service  until  the 
termination  of  the  conflict.  After  returning  to  his  home,  he 
resolved  to  enter  the  United  Slates  Regular  Service  for  life  ; 
but,  owing  to.  the  representations  of  his  parents  and  friends, 
he  was  induced  to  relinquish  his  intention  of  leading 
military  existence.  Establishing  himself  as  a civil  practi- 
tioner, he  resided  for  one  year  and  six  months  in  the  town 
of  Butler,  where  a large  portion  of  his  practice  was  located 
in  the  country  distiicts.  In  the  spring  of  1 G 6 7 , he  removed 


thence,  and  settled  in  Allegheny  City,  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  has  since  practised  with  great  success,  and  attained  a 
prominent  and  honorable  position  among  his  fellow-practi- 
tioners. He  is  a member  of  several  medical  association-, 
of  the  Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  and  is  Medical  Direct  a 
of  the  Iron  City  Life  Insurance  Company  of  Pennsylvania. 
He  is  noted  for  his  extensive  knowledge  of  medicine*  and 
surgery,  and  is  honored  and  admired  by  a large  circle  of 
acquaintances  and  friends. 


ANGFId  T,  WILLIAM  J.,  M.  I).,  Physician,  was 
born  in  Bearer  county,  Pennsylvania,  January 
23d,  1S3S;  of  this  county,  also,  his  father  and 
|C'  ^ mother  were  natives.  I Iis  grandfathers,  both  on 
tT'-Ji  the  paternal  and  maternal  sides,  were  soldiers  in 
the  war  of  the  American  Revolution.  Until  six- 
teen years  of  age,  he  remained  on  the  farm  with  his  parents, 
receiving,  meanwhile,  a common  school  education.  Subse- 
quently, he  became  a pupil  in  Mount  Union  College,  in 
Stark  county,  Ohio,  then  under  the  direction  of  President 
O.  N.  Hartshorn.  After  the  completion  of  his  collegiate 
course,  he  taught  school  during  one  term  in  his  native  place, 
and  was  the  recipient  of  many  encomiums  for  his  energy 
and  ability.  He  then  commenced  the  study  of  medicine  in 
the  office  of  Dr.  John  McCarrell,  at  Frankfort  Springs, 
Beaver  county,  Pennsylvania;  attended  medical  lectures, 
and,  finally,  received  his  medical  diploma  from  the  Rush 
Medical  College,  of  Chicago,  Illinois.  Immediately,  in 
1861,  he  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  his  native 
county,  in  the  village  of  New  Scotlsville,  where  he  soon 
acquired  an  extensive  and  remunerative  practice.  In  1S67, 
he  removed  to  Allegheny  City,  where  he  is  at  present,  and 
engaged  in  the  active  and  successful  pursuit  of  his  profes- 
sion. He  is  a prominent  and  influential  member  of  the 
Beaver  County  Medical  Society,  also  a member  of  the  State 
Medical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  the  American 
Medical  Association.  He  is,  moreover,  connected  with  the 
Society  of  Natural  Sciences  of  Western  Pennsylvania;  holds 
several  positions  of  trust  and  honor  in  various  other  societies 
and  organizations,  and  is  President  of  the  Woods  Run 
Savings  Bank. 


^ ARKER,  T.  S.,  was  born  near  Carlisle,  Pennsyl- 
vania, April  2d,  1S40.  He  is  the  son  of  the  late 
Rev.  Joseph  Parker,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  His  ancestors  settled,  on  or  about  the 
year  1775,  in  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania. 
Rev.  Joseph  Parker  died,  in  the  prime  of  his  life 
and  usefulness,  in  the  summer  of  1S42,  in  the  thirty-first 
year  of  his  age.  He  left  two  children,  T.  S.  and  [.  B. 
Parker.  The  latter  is  now  a surgeon  in  the  United  States 
, Navy.  On  his  mother’s  side,  T.  S.  Parker  is  a Virginian. 
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Her  maiden  name  was  Sheerer,  and  her  ancestors  were 
among  the  early  English  settlers  of  Virginia.  After  the 
decease  of  his  father,  his  mother  moved  to  Carlisle,  lie 
there  attended  the  common  school,  and  in  1S55  entered 
Dickinson  College.  At  this  time-honored  institution  he 
graduated  in  1S59.  lie  soon  afterwards  commenced  the 
study  of  law  in  Carlisle,  and  finished  his  studies  with  an 
attorney  in  Virginia.  Shortly  after  the  battle  of  Antietam, 
he  was  taken  prisoner  in  the  Valley  of  Virginia,  and  after 
several  weeks’  imprisonment  he  made  his  escape,  with 
several  others,  to  the  Union  lines.  He  was  chosen  Prin- 
cipal of  Eairview  Academy,  which  position  he  held  with 
credit  for  some  time,  and  then  resumed  the  practice  of  the 
law  in  Erie  county,  Pennsylvania.  He  married  the  eldest 
daughter  of  Samuel  R.  Brick,  of  Philadelphia.  In  1S69, 
he  removed  to  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  and  opened  an 
office,  and  by  his  industry  and  energy,  his  studious  habits 
and  devotion  to  business,  has  acquired  a large  and  lucra- 
tive practice.  He  seems  to  possess  all  the  qualities  essen- 
tial to  a highly  successful  professional  career  in  the  future. 

( HITE,  GEORGE  R.,  Merchant,  was  born  in 
Ireland,  December  22d,  1S02.  Originally,  his 
father’s  family  came  from  England,  having 
crossed  to  Ireland  with  the  Prince  of  Orange. 
His  mother’s  family,  Aston  by  name,  came  from 
Scotland,  and  settled  subsequently  in  the  north 
of  Ireland.  After  receiving  a liberal  education  in  his 
native  country,  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  Sep- 
tember, 1821.  Arriving  in  Philadelphia,  he  secured  em- 
ployment in  a grocery  store,  owned  and  conducted  by  John 
Manderson,  in  Kensington.  At  the  expiration  of  four 
months,  he  left  this  place  and  entered  the  store  of  Samuel 
& William  Chesnut,  wholesale  grocers,  located  at  Eighth 
and  Market  streets.  After  a short  experience  in  this  em- 
ployment, he  removed  to  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  October 
1 6lh,  1822,  where  he  connected  himself  with  William  Mc- 
K night,  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  an  insight  into  the 
workings  of  the  dry  goods  business.  With  this  firm  lie- 
served  for  two  years  as  an  apprentice,  and  later  as  a clerk 
and  salesman,  until  January  1st,  1828.  At  this  date  his 
former  employer  formed  with  him  a partnership,  under  the 
firm-name  of  George  R.  While  & Co.  Subsequently,  a 
branch  store  was  opened  by  the  firm  at  Diamond  and  Mar- 
ket streets,  which  was  placed  under  his  care.  Here  he 
continued  until  1S33,  at  w hich  date  the  business  was  re- 
moved to  Market  street,  between  Eourth  and  Diamond 
streets,  where  he  remained  until  the  dissolution  of  the 
partnership,  this  event  occurring  January  1st,  1S37.  lie 
then  purchased  the  entire  business,  and  removed  it  to  Mar- 
ket street  below  Fourth,  continuing  to  prosecute  it  alone 
until  the  admission  into  the  firm  of  his  brother,  Thomas 
White,  when  the  linn-name  of  George  R.  White  R Co.  was 


i 
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again  adopted.  This  brother  dying  shortly  afterward,  he 
associated  with  him  as  partners  another  brother,  James 
While,  and  also  John  E.  I.oy.  Subsequently,  ow  ing  to  the 
purchase  of  his  interest  in  the  business  by  William  W. 
Ward,  the  last-named  partner  retired,  and  the  firm  remained 
so  constituted  until  January  1st,  1S61.  At  this  time  George 
R.  White  disposed  of  his  interest  in  the  establishment,  the 
purchasers  being  his  brother,  James  White,  William  W. 
Ward  and  Robert  Orr,  and  the  name  of  the  house  became 
White,  Orr  R Co.  But  the  real  estate  connected  with  the 
business  he  retained  in  his  own  hands,  and  of  this  he  is  still 
the  sole  and  entire  owner.  For  many  years  he  was  a Director 
of  the  Merchants’  and  Manufacturers’  Bank,  and  continued 
to  fulfil  the  duties  of  that  position  until  1S61.  He  was  for 
several  years  a Director  of  the  Pittsburgh  Gas  Company, 
and  for  a time  President  of  that  institution.  This  respon- 
sible position  he  subsequently  resigned,  preferring  to  remain 
on  the  Board  simply  as  a working  member.  For  two  years 
he  was  Inspector  of  the  Western  Penitentiary,  and  at  the 
expiration  of  his  term,  in  1866,  was  solicited  to  undertake 
the  superintendence  of  the  Allegheny  County  Workhouse 
and  Inebriate  Asylum.  Since,  he  has  been  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  this  establishment,  and  is  dis- 
tinguished for  his  close  attention  to  the  manifold  duties 
attached  to  that  position  and  for  his  able  executive  abilities. 
He  interests  himself  w armly  in  all  local  improvements,  and 
in  many  public  movements  has  been  one  of  the  foremost 
and  most  energetic  movers.  He  is  the  Senior  Warden  of 
Calvary  Church,  at  East  Liberty,  and  in  1S22  was  im- 
portantly connected  with  the  management  of  Trinity 
Church,  being  for  many  years  one  of  its  representative 
members.  He  has  been  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of 
Missions  for  the  Diocese  of  Pittsburgh  since  its  organiza- 
tion, and  is  deeply  interested  in  all  charitable  and  benevo- 
lent enterprises.  1 1 is  great  success  in  life  is  attributed  by 
him  to  his  undeviating  integrity  and  unswerving  truthful- 
ness, especially  in  his  capacity  as  salesman,  lie  has  trained 
many  young  men  for  business  life,  and  has  ever  striven  to 
impress  upon  their  minds  the  value  of  those  sterling  quali- 
ties whose  importance  his  own  career  has  so  strongly 
demonstrated. 

e/fo'c?, 

^yEMPI.E,  JOHN,  M.  I).,  Physician,  was  born  in 
Allegheny  county,  Pennsylvania,  February  lblli, 
1823.  1 1 is  parents  were  Robert  and  Mary 

Semple;  the  former — being  born  in  East  Liberty, 
gxC5r  Pennsylvania,  December  14th,  1793 — was  one 
'-1  of  the  earliest  of  those  native  American  pioneers 
who  redeemed  from  savage  wildness  this  action  of  the 
country.  The  lad  received  a regular  and  systematic  edu- 
cation in  Jefferson  College,  Cannonsburg,  Washington 
county,  and  upon  the  completion  of  his  course  of  studies, 
in  1846,  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  under  the  tuition 
of  Drs.  Speer  and  Books.  With  these  able  practitioners  lie 
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remained  for  one  year,  and  subsequently  finished  his  medi- 
cal education  in  Philadelphia,  graduating  at  Jefferson 
College.  In  the  spring  of  1848,  he  removed  to  Evansburg, 
Butler  county,  Pennsylvania.  Thence,  after  a short  stay, 
he  moved  to  Wilkinsburg,  where  he  has  since  remained  in 
the  constant  practice  of  medicine.  As  a medical  practi- 
tioner, he  stands  in  the  foremost  rank  of  his  profession,  and 
his  incessant  and  tireless  researches  and  investigations  con- 
cerning the  intricacies  and  vexatious  problems  of  his 
calling  entitle  him  to  high  praise.  As  a public  man,  he 
has  ever  been  warmly  interested  in  all  local  and  general 
movements  having  for  an  end  the  welfare  and  happiness 
of  his  fellow-citizens  or  the  advancement  of  Pennsylvania’s 
interests. 


|, AVISON,  I.UKE  B.,  Merchant,  was  born 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  October  29th,  1S19. 
llis  parents  were  Thomas  and  Mary  Ann  Davi- 
son, both  of  Irish  extraction.  lie  was  educated 
in  the  Western  University,  a well-known  institu- 
tion of  his  native  city.  When  in  his  fifteenth 
year,  he  became  engaged  in  the  grocery  business,  and  in 
this  continued  for  more  than  twenty-five  years,  meeting 
with  great  success.  In  the  spring  of  1S58,  he  moved  to 
Wilkinsburg,  where  he  has  since  chiefly  resided.  In  the 
commencement  of  1S62,  he  was  elected  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  was  re-elected  in  1867,  and  in  1S72  was  again 
chosen  to  fill  this  honorable  position.  lie  is  one  of  the 
most  prominent  and  influential  citizens  of  Wilkinsburg, 
and  in  all  matters  concerning  its  welfare  and  improvement 
has  ever  been  a prime  and  energetic  mover.  As  a business 
man,  he  has,  by  his  shrewdness  and  enterprise,  largely  and 
beneficially  influenced  the  commercial  interests  of  the 
places  where  he  has  resided,  and,  upon  many  occasions, 
has  manifested  a laudable  willingness  to  assist,  by  shrewd 
counsel  and  pecuniary  help,  those  less  fortunate  than  him- 
self. As  a public  officer,  his  conduct  has  always  been 
distinguished  for  its  uprightness  and  unblemished  integrity. 


EWMYER,  IION.  JOHN  C.,  Lawyer,  was  born 
in  Westmoreland  county,  Pennsylvania,  June 


14th,  1S48.  The  family,  which  were  of  Swiss 
descent,  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Penn- 
sylvania, where  they  lived  prior  to  the  Revolu- 
tionary War.  About  1S53,  John  C.  Newmyer 
removed  from  his  native  county  to  the  county  of  Allegheny, 
where  lie  received  his  preliminary  education,  and  was,  in 
1 S(5 4,  admitted  to  the  Freshman  class  in  the  Western  Uni- 
versity. Having  graduated  in  1867,  lie  engaged  at  once  in 
the  study  of  the  law,  under  the  direction  of  Kirkpatrick  & 
Mellon,  and,  after  having  completed  his  course  with  S. 
Sclioyer,  Jr.,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  November  14th, 


1S69.  He  then  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession 
in  Pittsburgh,  where  he  continues,  except  when  absent  in 
the  discharge  of  official  duties.  He  entered  the  field  of 
politics  early  in  life,  and  in  1872  was  nominated  and 
elected  by  the  Republicans  of  Allegheny  county  to  the 
Pennsylvania  Legislature,  where  he  at  once  took  high  rank 
and  won  flattering  recognitions  of  his  rare  abilities.  Hav- 
ing been  re-elected  by  a large  majority,  in  1873,  he  became 
an  influential  member  of  the  House  during  the  session  of 
1S74.  A fitting  testimonial  to  the  faithfulness  and  efficiency 
of  his  services  to  his  constituency  was  li is  nomination,  in 
1S74,  by  the  Republicans  of  the  Forty-fourth  Senatorial 
District  for  the  State  Senate.  His  great  personal  popu- 
larity, coupled  with  the  large  numerical  strength  of  his 
party,  indicate  for  him  a signal  victory  in  the  coming  con- 
test, in  November,  1S74.  Few  men  so  early  in  life  have 
so  much  honor  thrust  upon  them,  or  bear  the  burdens  of 
weighty  and  perplexing  cares  with  a greater  grace  and 
equanimity.  In  1874,  he  was  elected  a Trustee  of  the 
Western  University  of  Pennsylvania  for  three  years. 


LAKELY,  WILLIAM,  Lawyer  and  Soldier,  was 
born  in  Butler  county,  Pennsylvania,  March 
10th,  1833,  and  is  of  Seotch-Irish  extraction. 
His  early  education  was  acquired  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  birth-place;  and  a course  of  aca- 
demical studies  was  pursued  and  completed  at 
Witherspoon  University,  under  the  able  administration  of 
the  Rev.  Loyal  Young,  I).  1).,  distinguished  for  his  energy 
and  scholarship.  When  in  his  twenty-first  year,  he  entered 
the  office  of  his  brother,  Archibald  Blakely,  then  practising 
law  in  Butler  county,  and  prepared  himself  for  the  legal 
profession  under  his  efficient  guidance.  Subsequently,  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  removing  to  Kittanning,  Arm- 
strong county,  Pennsylvania,  practised  his  vocation  there  in 
1856.  In  1S5S,  he  was  elected  District  Attorney  in  Arm- 
strong county,  serving  the  full  term  and  winning  high 
praise  for  his  talents  and  integrity.  At  the  outbreak  of  the 
war,  he  raised  and  organized  a battalion  of  cavalry,  and 
was  appointed  Major.  Later,  this  detachment  was  assigned 
to  the  standing  cavalry,  and  finally  merged  into  the  14th 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry;  when  the  organization  of  the  regi- 
ment was  effected,  he  was  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel. 
While  holding  this  command,  he  participated  actively  in 
several  engagements,  and  upon  various  occasions  was  hon- 
orably noted  for  his  valiant  and  efficient  services  in  camp 
and  on  the  field.  At  different  times,  and  upon  different 
occasions,  he  was  severely  wounded,  and  endured  many 
privations  and  perilous  exposures.  He  commanded  a 
brigade  at  While  Post  during  General  Averill’s  raid  into 
Salem,  West  Virginia;  and  in  the  notable  affair  of  the 
burning  of  the  bridge  over  Jackson’s  river,  in  December, 
1S63,  he  gleaned  honor  and  many  commendations  for  his 
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skill  and  bravery.  lie  acted  under  General  Sheridan  in 
the  Shenandoah  Valley  operations,  and  at  other  times  par- 
ticipated in  the  movements  and  actions  of  Generals  Hunter, 
Siegel  and  Averill.  After  the  surrender  of  General  Lee, 
and  at  the  close  of  the  war,  he  resigned  his  position  and 
moved  to  Philadelphia.  Since  that  period  he  has  devoted 
his  lime  and  attention  to  his  original  vocation,  and  secured 
an  extensive  and  remunerative  clientage.  Although  his 
sympathies  are  with  the  Republican  party,  he  has  always 
declined  to  take  an  active  or  prominent  part  in  the  political 
movements  and  campaigns  that  continually  agitate  the 
country.  As  a soldier,  he  was  skilful,  valorous  and  enter- 
prising ; as  a lawyer,  he  possesses  a large  fund  of  legal  at- 
tainments and  great  natural  ability.  lie  was  married,  in 
May,  1S56,  to  Esther  Brown,  daughter  of  Joseph  Brown, 
of  Butler  county,  Pennsylvania. 
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ONYNGIIAM,  HON.  JOHN  NESBITT,  LL.D., 
Lawyer  and  Judge,  was  born  in  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania,  in  December,  1798-  There  he 
received  his  education,  graduating  with  high 
honor  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  in  1816. 
Selecting  the  law  for  his  profession,  he  was 
entered  as  a student  in  the  office  of  the  Hon.  Joseph  1 
Ingersoll,  whose  second  pupil  he  was,  the  late  Judge  Petit 
having  been  the  first.  Having  completed  his  preliminary 
studies  in  a manner  worthy  of  the  highest  commendation 
for  the  perseverance  and  talents  constantly  evinced,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar,  and  at  once  began  the  active  practice 
of  his  profession.  I11  1820,  he  left  his  native  city  and  de- 
cided to  establish  himself  in  Wilkesbarre,  where  he  was 
elevated  to  the  bench  and  became  its  President.  While- 
travelling  thither  he  came  into  contact  with  two  persons, 
one  of  whom,  Samuel  Bowman,  was  a young  law  student, 
who,  after  his  admission  to  the  bar  of  Luzerne,  abandoned 
legal  pursuits  for  the  ministry,  and  ultimately  became  the 
Assistant  Bishop  of  Pennsylvania;  the  other  was  a grand- 
daughter of  the  old  Revolutionary  patriot  and  hero,  Colonel 
Zebulon  Butler,  and  who,  a few  years  later,  became  his 
wife.  Among  his  ancestry  and  connections  were  several 
prominent  divines  and  prelates  of  the  Church  of  England 
and  Ireland.  1 1 is  grandfather,  Redmond  Conyngham,  was 
connected  with  old  Christ  Church,  Philadelphia,  and  he, 
with  William  Shippen,  Charles  Meredith,  Elias  Boudinot 
and  others,  aided  this  church  substantially  when  it  was 
deemed  advisable  to  provide  it  with  a steeple  and  a set  of 
bells.  Subsequently,  he  was  elected  Vestryman  and  Warden 
of  Christ  Church,  and,  in  1758,  was  one  of  the  foremost  to 
assist  in  the  erection  of  St.  Peter’s  Church,  at  Third  and 
Pine  streets,  Philadelphia.  This  church  was  first  opened 
for  divine  service  September  4th,  1761,  and  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  vestry  of  the  united  parishes  of  both  this  and 
Christ  Church  until  his  decease.  The  father  of  John  Net 
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hilt  was  David  Ilayfield  Conyngham,  who  was  also  con- 
nected with  the  last-named  church,  and  was  ever  prompt 
to  serve  its  interests  with  pecuniary  assistance  or  able 
counsel.  In  that  parish  the  child  was  baptized  and  watched 
over  in  his  days  of  infancy  and  boyhood.  While  residing 
in  Wilkesbarre,  he  interested  himself  greatly  in  the  welfare 
of  St.  Stephen’s  Church,  and,  in  1821,  was  elected  a Ves- 
tryman. In  October,  1826,  a Special  Convention,  held  in 
St.  Peter’s,  Philadelphia,  was  called  by  Bishop  White,  to 
take  into  consideration  the  expediency  of  electing  an  As- 
sistant Bishop  of  the  diocese;  and  it  was  upon  this  occasion 
that  he  first  took  his  seat  in  the  Diocesan  Convention  ns  a 
member  of  that  honorable  body.  In  1S44,  he  was  nomi- 
nated and  elected  by  the  convention  to  the  position  of 
Deputy  to  the  General  Convention;  in  the  following 
October,  in  company  with  his  lay  colleagues,  George  M. 
Wharton,  Judge  Stroud  and  Herman  Cope,  he  took  his 
seat  in  this  body  at  Cincinnati;  subsequently,  with  but  a 
single  exception,  be  was  returned  to  the  General  Conven- 
tion at  every  session.  I11  tbe  Diocesan  Convention  he  was 
one  of  the  most  prominent  and  influential  members;  was 
placed  on  many  important  committees,  and  was  highly  re- 
spected for  his  earnestness  and  sterling  talents.  In  the 
General  Convention,  a body  composed  of  four  clergymen 
and  four  laymen  from  each  diocese,  and  meeting  every 
third  year  in  order  to  legislate  on  matters  involving  the  in- 
terests of  the  whole  church  in  the  United  States,  he  early 
attained  an  active  and  prominent  position.  In  1S62,  he 
was  placed  on  the  most  important  of  all  committees  of  the 
House  of  Clerical  and  Lay  Deputies,  that  known  as  the 
Committee  on  Canons.  On  this  occasion  his  lay  colleagues 
were  Murray  Hoffman,  of  New  York,  Judge  Chambers,  of 
Maryland,  and  Robert  C.  Winthrop,  of  Massachusetts.  As 
a Deputy,  he  w-as  never  absent  from  his  post,  ever  punctual 
to  every  appointment,  and  always  ready  to  sacrifice  all  per- 
sonal considerations  to  his  onerous  duties.  Calm,  logical, 
and  withal  liberal  in  his  view's,  he  strongly  deprecated 
extreme  view's  and  actions,  and  was  never  w illing  to  com- 
promise, by  any  unwise  alliances,  the  polity  or  the  ritual  of 
his  church.  In  October,  1868,  he  was  elected  President 
of  the  American  Church  Missionary  Society.  This  is  one 
of  the  most  important  organizations  in  the  Protestant  Epis- 
copal Church,  having  its  central  office  in  New  York,  and 
embracing,  in  it-,  officers  and  members,  clergymen  and  lay- 
men from  nearly  every  diocese.  “ In  this  office,”  says  the 
minute  adopted  by  that  society  and  prepared  by  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Tyng,  “his  presence  has  brought  commanding  dignity 
to  the  fulfilment  of  his  duties,  his  eminent  Christian  charac- 
ter has  added  veneration  and  respect  to  his  position,  and 
his  decided  evangelical  judgments  and  expressions  have 
enhanced  the  confidence  with  which  its  operations  have- 
been  regarded.”  In  every  public  work  or  movement  de- 
signed to  benefit  his  brethren  or  country,  be  has  always 
been  an  energetic  actor;  and  in  all  the  questions  which 
have  agitated  the  Commonwealth  or  the  nation  in  general, 
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during  the  last  fifty  years,  lie  has  never  failed  to  take  a 
decided  .stand  upon  what  he  conscientiously  believed  to  be 
the  rightful  and  truthful  side.  In  early  life  he  was  warmly 
interested  in  State  and  national  polities,  and,  though  inva- 
riably decided  and  inflexible  in  his  attitude,  was  respected 
and  admired  even  by  his  opponents.  For  nearly  two  years 
he  was  a member  of  the  State  Legislature,  and  his  record 
there  is  wholly  honorable.  It  was  while  acting  in  this 
capacity  that  he  won  the  regard  and  esteem  of  Judge 
Agnew,  of  the  Supreme  Bench.  In  all  matters  of  social 
advancement  and  public  improvement,  and  for  the  develop- 
ing of  the  resources  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  wise  utilization 
of  its  vast  mineral  wealth,  he  was  an  able  and  enterprising 
mover.  During  the  war  he  was  an  earnest  advocate  for 
the  Union;  headed  many  subscription  lists;  addressed 
public  meetings;  encouraged  enlistment;  and,  debarred 
from  serving  himself,  gave  to  his  country  four  sons,  two 
of  whom  were  severely  wounded  in  battle.  During  the 
struggle  he  maintained  nobly  the  reputation  of  the  old 
mercantile  firm  of  Conyngham  & Nesbitt,  which,  during 
the  sad  days  of  1780,  when  Washington  could  no  longer 
keep  the  field  without  money,  came  forward  to  the  assist- 
ance of  Robert  Morris,  the  financier.  As  a Judge,  lie  was 
the  recipient  of  countless  encomiums  ; and  when  he  resigned 
his  President  Judgeship,  the  whole  bar  of  Luzerne  county 
testified  to  his  rare  abilities  and  attainments,  while  sixteen 
judges  gave  in  writing  their  deliberate  judgments  concern- 
ing his  character  and  talents.  For  thirty  years  he  was 
President  Judge  of  Luzerne  county,  and  for  fifty  years  a 
Vestryman  of  St.  Stephen’s  Church  at  Wilkesbarre,  having 
since  1S26  been  the  representative  of  that  church  in  the 
Diocesan  Convention  of  Pennsylvania.  At  the  time  of  his 
death  he  was  President  of  the  Wilkcsbarre  Tract  Society, 
of  the  Luzerne  County  Bible  Sotiety,  and  of  the  American 
Church  Missionary  Society  of  New  York.  He  was  also 
Vice-President  of  the  American  Sunday-School  Union 
and  of  the  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  of  Phila- 
delphia. llis  death  resulted  from  an  accident.  A\’hi le  on 
his  way  to  Texas,  to  bring  home  an  invalid  son,  he  fell  on 
the  railroad  track  at  Magnolia,  Mississippi,  and  the  wheels 
of  a passenger  car  passing  over  both  of  his  legs,  they  were 
so  terribly  crushed  and  mutilated  that  he  died  within  two 
hours  from  the  time  of  the  accident.  This  occurred  on 


teentlr  year,  John  Gerlacher  being  his  tutor  for  the  major 
portion  of  that  time.  An  orphan  at  sixteen  years  of  age, 
he  resolved  to  learn  some  useful  trade,  atrd  leaving  his 
native  place  in  February,  iSlO,  he  walked  to  High  Spire, 
Dauphin  county,  Pennsylvania ; arriving  there,  he  entered 
into  an  engagement  with  his  cousin,  John  Setter,  to  serve 
with  him  four  and  a half  years,  in  order  to  learn  the  busi- 
ness of  cutlery  manufacture.  At  this  time  his  salary  was 
forty  dollars  per  year,  each  day’s  labor  averaging  from 
fourteen  to  fifteen  hours.  In  August,  1S20,  he  returned  to 
Lancaster;  and  in  the  following  September,  accompanied 
by  Daniel  Hoffman,  likewise  a culler,  removed  to  Frederick 
City,  Maryland.  Leaving  this  town  shortly  after,  they 
moved  to  Hagerstown,  in  the  same  State,  where  they  leased 
a shop,  procured  all  necessary  utensils  for  the  manufacture 
of  cutlery,  and  commenced  business  on  a limited  scale. 
Meeting  with  little  success,  he  went  thence  to  Petersburg, 
Huntingdon  county,  Pennsylvania,  where  his  uncle,  George 
Rung,  then  resided;  while  there,  he  was  still  unsuccessful 
in  his  designs,  and  finally  returned  to  Hagerstown,  Mary- 
land, whence  he  travelled  to  Winchester,  North  Carolina. 
Subsequently,  he  moved  to  Martinsburg,  Virginia,  v.d 
Loudon,  where  he  applied  for  employment  at  the  house 
of  Charles  Gilgore,  w ho  was  engaged  in  the  cutlery  busi- 
ness. binding  no  employment  here,  he  started  afoot  up 
the  valley  for  a distance  of  six  miles,  and  crossed  the  Cave 
Mountains,  returning  ultimately  to  Petersburg,  Huntingdon 
county,  Pennsylvania.  In  this  town  he  was  employed  by 
Jacob  Ebcrly,  in  whose  establishment  he  continued  for  two 
weeks,  then  returned  to  Lancaster  viJ  Harrisburg.  Sub- 
sequently, he  worked  at  his  trade  at  a salary  of  thirty-seven 
and  a half  cents  per  diem,  and  also  at  harvesting  for  fifty 
cents  per  diem.  In  October,  he  was  employed  by  David 
Brady,  for  whom  heAvorked  for  one  year,  his  wages  being 
fourteen  dollars  per  month.  Subsequently,  upon  receiving 
his  share  of  the  estate  of  his  father,  he  moved  to  York, 
Pennsylvania,  and,  assisted  by  a younger  brother,  Frede- 
rick, commenced  business  in  York  borough.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  thirteen  months,  he  returned  to  Lancaster,  and 
•there  pursued  the  same  occupation  with  moderate  success. 
Uirtil  the  spring  of  1S48,  he  was  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  edge  tools,  when  he  purchased  the  lumber  yard 
whose  business  had  been  in  the  hands  of  his  brothers, 


the  evening  of  February  23d,  1S71. 


c)  ENER,  GODLIEB,  Lumber  Merchant,  was  born 
in  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  April  23d,  1S00. 
llis  grandfather  emigrated  from  Germany  to  the 
United  States  in  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  and  settled  in  the  above-named  section 
of  Pennsylvania;  his  father  was  John  Sener,  of 
German  extraction  on  both  the  paternal  and  maternal  side, 
llis  education  was  acquired  between  his  seventh  and  four- 


Jacob  and  Frederick  Sener,  from  1832  to  1S4S.  In  this 
venture,  by  the  exercise  of  constant  economy  and  perse- 
verance, he  soon  met  with  great  success.  Later,  he  asso- 
ciated with  him  in  partnership  his  two  sons,  under  the  firm- 
name  of  G.  Sener  & Sons,  and  also  opened  a branch 
establishment  at  Ephrata,  which  was  managed  by  his  son 
William,  and  known  under  the  name  of  Sener  Brothers’ 
Yard.  He  was  actively  engaged  in  this  business  until 
December  21st,  1S70,  when  he  retired,  leaving  his  sons  to 
i develop  to  a still  greater  extent  the  trade  which  had  grown 
so  prosperously  under  his  own  management.  During  the 
late  war,  he  was  a firm  supporter  of  the  Government,  and 
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did  all  in  his  power  lo  sustain  the  Union  cause.  He  has 
been  repeatedly  solicited  to  accept  various  positions  of  trust 
and  honor,  but  invariably  has  declined.  He  was  married, 
August  131I1,  1S26,  to  Rebecca  Zahn,  daughter  of  Godfried 
Zahn,  of  Winchester,  and  has  had  seven  children,  four 
boys  and  three  girls.  One  of  his  sons.  Will. am,  learned 
the  trade  of  watch  making,  in  Philadelphia,  but  was  after- 
ward taken  into  partnership  with  his  father.  Another  has 
been  a bank  director  for  many  years,  and  is  noted  for  his 
enterprise  and  ability.  The  house  of  G.  Sener  & Sons  is 
the  largest  lumber  firm  in  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania. 


ERR,  MARTIN  L.,  Surgeon  and  Physician,  was 
born  in  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania,  Septem- 
ber 13th,  1S38.  Ilis  father,  Christian  Ii.  Ilerr, 
was  a wealthy  and  well-known  farmer  of  that 
county,  and  noted  for  his  thorough  knowledge 
and  capability  as  an  agriculturist.  Ilis  mother 
was  a daughter  of  Martin  Light,  one  of  the  most  prominent 
and  influential  politicians  in  this  section  of  the  State,  and 
one  distinguished  by  the  energy  and  ability  evinced  in  all 
his  actions  and  operations.  Martin  L.  Herr  is  of  German 
extraction,  and  acquired  his  early  education  in  the  Penn- 
sylvania State  Normal  School,  located  at  Millersville. 
Upon  the  completion  of  his  course  of  elementary  studies, 
he  became  a pupil  in  the  Medical  University  of  Nashville, 
Tennessee.  In  his  twenty-sixth  year,  he  graduated  with 
honors  from  this  institution,  and,  being  an  ardent  advocate 
of  the  Union,  decided  to  connect  himself  with  the  Govern- 
ment forces  and  assist  in  supporting  its  honor  and  integrity. 
Li  1S64,  accordingly,  he  entered  the  United  Slates  Volun- 
teer Army  as  Surgeon,  and  was  immediately  assigned  to 
active  hospital  duties.  While  engaged  in  this  manner,  he 
fully  appreciated  the  worth  of  the  wide  experience  attendant 
upon  such  an  occupation  ; and,  through  close  attention  and 
studious  perseverance,  added  greatly  to  his  store  of  surgical 
and  medical  knowledge.  He  served  in  this  capacity  until 
the  winter  of  1866,  winning  many  encomiums  in  every 
quarter  for  the  able  and  conscientious  manner  in  which  he 
performed  his  allotted  duties,  and  for  his  patient  careful- 
ness and  upright  deportment.  Returning  subsequently  to 
Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  he  entered  upon  the  civil  practice 
of  his  profession,  and  was  soon  the  possessor  of  an  exten- 
sive, lucrative  and  honorable  business.  In  early  boyhood 
he  constantly  evinced  a strong  liking  for  the  professions  of 
surgery  and  medicine,  and  up  to  the  present  time  this  at- 
tachment has  been  always  on  the  increase.  One  strongly 
biased  toward  an  especial  vocation,  and  endowed  also  with 
unusual  talents  and  attainments,  could  scarcely  fail  to  attain 
a prominent  position  in  that  vocation,  if  once  adopted.  Of 
the  truth  of  this  assertion  he  is  a striking  example,  and, 
being  still  young  and  vigorous,  he  may  justly  look  forward 
to  reaching  even  a higher  position  than  that  occupied  by 


him  at  present.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  Lancaster 
City  School  Board,  and  is  a member  of  the  lower  branch 
of  the  City  Councils,  serving  in  both  of  these  offices  with 
great  credit  lo  himself  and  entire  satisfaction  to  all  parties 
concerned.  He  is,  moreover,  a prominent  and  influential 
member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  of 
the  St.  James  Episcopal  Church,  in  whose  movements  and 
affairs  he  takes  a warm  and  active  interest.  In  all  public 
enterprises  he  is  a prompt  and  energetic  mover,  and  is  al- 
ways among  the  foremost  of  those  who  seek  to  ameliorate 
the  condition  of  their  fellow-citizens,  and  develop  the 
resources  of  their  State.  He  was  married,  September  6lh, 
1S70,  to  a daughter  of  the  late  John  A.  llublcy. 
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* RISBIN,  JAMES  SANKS,  Soldier,  is  the  son 
of  Ezra  It.  Brisbin,  of  Boalsburg,  Centre  county, 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  born,  May  23d, 
1S37.  His  early  education  he  received  in  the 
Aaronsburg  Institute,  and  subsequently  in  Jeffer- 
son College,  Cannonsburg,  leaving  the  latter 
institution,  however,  in  1857,  before  completing  the  usual 
course.  He  then  began  the  study  of  the  law  at  Bcllefonle, 
Pennsylvania,  but  soon  after  abandoned  this  pursuit,  and 
in  1859  became  Editor  of  the  Centre  Democrat,  published 
in  his  native  county.  In  this  capacity  he  served  until  the 
outbreak  of  the  war.  Enlisting  as  private  in  a company  of 
volunteers,  he  was  appointed  by  Senator  Cameron,  then 
Secretary  of  War,  Second  Lieutenant  in  the  1st  United 
States  Dragoons,  now  the  1st  Cavalry.  After  reporting  for 
duly  at  Carlisle  Barracks,  Pennsylvania,  he  remained  there 
until  July,  1S61,  when  he  was  placed  in  command  of  a 
detachment  of  recruits,  and  proceeded  to  Washington, 
District  of  Columbia.  Before  his  arrival  there  the  army 
had  moved  toward  Manassas;  joining  it  immediately  before 
the  action  at  Bull  Run,  Virginia,  he  reported  to  General 
Illenker,  and  was  ordered  into  action.  1 luring  the  engage- 
ment he  was  wounded  in  the  side,  but  did  not  retire;  and 
when  the  army  retreated,  he  was  ordered  by  General  Meigs 
to  take  position  in  the  road  near  Centreville,  in  order  to 
check  the  dying  troops.  While  performing  this  duty,  he 
was  severely  wounded  in  the  head  by  a sabre  cut  from  one 
of  the  officers  whose  retreat  he  was  endeavoring  to  protect. 
Subsequently,  he  was  allotted  three  months’  sick  leave, 
and  while  at  home  was  appointed  First  Lieutenant,  August 
5th,  1861  ; on  the  same  day  he  also  received  his  commis- 
sion as  Captain  in  the  6lh  United  States  Cavalry.  In  the 
following  October,  he  joined  his  new  regiment  at  Bladeus- 
lnirg,  Maryland,  and  was  sent  on  recruiting  service  to 
Cleveland,  ( )hio,  where  he  remained  until  May,  1S62. 
While  here,  he  was  commissioned,  by  Governor  Dennison, 
Major  of  the  3d  Ohio  Cavalry,  and  joined  the  regiment  at 
Monroeville,  in  that  State.  But,  under  the  orders  of  the 
War  Department,  forbidding  Regular  officers  accepting 
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any  volunteer  commission  below  the  rank  of  colonel,  he 
relinquished  this  commission,  anil,  in  May,  1S62,  rejoined 
his  regiment  in  General  Pleasanton’s  command,  at  Harri- 
son’s Landing,  Virginia.  lie  participated  in  the  second 
battle  of  Malvern  Hill,  Virginia,  August  5th,  1S62;  and  in 
the  same  month,  was  transferred  with  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac to  northern  Virginia,  to  the  relief  of  General  Pope; 
during  the  ensuing  campaign  he  took  part,  under  General 
Sigel,  in  the  battle  at  Fall’s  Church.  During  the  Maryland 
campaign  of  1S62,  he  participated  in  the  skirmishes  and 
battles  at  Amosville,  Barber’s  Cross  Roads,  and  near  Peters- 
ville,  Maryland;  and,  after  the  battle  of  Antietam,  was  en- 
gaged with  a detached  command  in  scouting  the  country 
about  Harper’s  Ferry,  down  the  river  to  Sandy  Hook  and 
Berlin,  also  to  Lovettsville,  Virginia.  In  November,  1S62, 
he  was  with  the  advance  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and 
during  the  march  down  along  the  Blue  Ridge,  was  with 
General  Pleasanton  in  the  actions  of  Upperville,  Union,  and 
the  series  of  skirmishes  between  the  Potomac  river  and 
Warrenton.  June  9th,  1S63,  he  commanded  a squadron  at 
the  battle  of  Beverly  Ford,  Virginia,  and,  for  gallant  and 
meritorious  service  in  that  action,  was  brevetted  Major  in 
the  United  States  Army.  Detached  in  the  same  month,  he 
reported,  under  orders,  to  General  Couch,  commanding  the 
Department  of  the  Susquehanna,  and  was  made  Chief  of 
Cavalry.  He  then  organized  and  commanded  the  cavalry 
militia  of  the  Stale, 'at  Harrisburg,  to  resist  Lee’s  invasion, 
and  was  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  Imboden  from  western 
Pennsylvania  to  western  Virginia.  Relieved  in  July,  1S63, 
he  rejoined  his  command  at  Falling  Waters,  Maryland  ; was 
again  with  the  advance  guard  in  the  march  along  the  Blue 
Ridge  M uintains,  when  he  engaged  in  a number  of 
skirmishes,  and  was  present  at  the  battle  of  Brandy  Station, 
Virginia,  October  1 -.t , 1863.  lie  had  early  advocated  the 
employment  of  colored  troops,  and  July  1st,  1S64,  was 
commissioned  and  mustered  as  Colonel  of  the  Colored 
Volunteer  Cavalry.  Reporting  to  General  Banks  at  New 
Orleans,  he  became  Chief  of  Staff  to  the  cavalry  com- 
mander, General  A.  L.  Lee,  and  participated  in  the  Red 
River  campaign  of  March  and  April,  1S64.  In  the  follow- 
ing November,  he  participated  in  a successful  raid  into 
southwestern  Virginia,  having  for  its  object  the  destruction 
of  the  enemy's  salt-works.  Subsequently,  lie  was  engaged 
at  Kingsport,  Abinglon,  Wytheville,  and  Marion.  For  dis- 
tinguished action  in  this  last-named  battle,  he  was  brevetted 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  United  States  Army,  and  Brigadier- 
General,  United  States  Volunteers.  March  13th,  1865,  he 
was  commissioned  Colonel  by  brevet,  United  States  Army; 
May  Sth,  of  the  same  year,  Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers; 
and,  in  January,  1S66,  Major-General  by  brevet,  United 
States  Volunteers.  In  May,  1865,  he  commanded  the  Pro- 
visional Department  of  Kentucky;  and,  in  the  ensuing  fall, 
was  ordered  to  Arkansas.  January  15th,  1S66,  he  was 
mustered  out  as  Brigadier  and  Brevet  Major-General,  but 
soon  alter  re-commissioned  as  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the 


6th  United  States  Colored  Cavalry,  serving  in  Arkansas 
until  he  was  mustered  out  in  April,  1S66.  Later,  he  was  on 
duly  at  New  Orleans;  and  in  Kentucky  from  November, 
1866,  until  January  IaI,  1S6S,  when  he  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  Major  in  the  2d  United  States  Cavalry.  While  in 
Kentucky,  he  acted  for  a while  as  Superintendent  of  Freed- 
men’s  affairs,  and  since  that  time  has  served  on  the  plains 
in  command  of  various  posts,  lie  was  married  in  1S61, 
and  has  a family  of  three  children. 


ETTERMAN,  N.  P.,  Lawyer,  was  born  in  the 
northwestern  part  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
February  4th,  1S04.  While  in  his  infancy,  his 
mother  and  family  removed  to  this  country,  where 
he  resided  and  acquired  his  preliminary  education 
until  ready  to  commence  the  study  of  the  law. 

1 1 is  course  of  legal  studies  he  pursued  in  the  office  of  his 
elder  brother,  Washington  W.  Fctterman,  for  many  years 
an  influential  and  leading  member  of  the  bar  of  western 
Pennsylvania  ; and,  upon  attaining  his  majority,  was  admitted 
to  practice,  August  14th,  1S25.  Subsequently,  he  removed 
to  Bedford,  in  this  State,  where,  after  a residence  of  several 
years,  lie  represented  Bedford  county  in  the  lower  branch 
of  the  Legislature  for  three  successive  years,  about  the  year 
1S2S.  To  him  may  be  credited  the  origin  of  the  present 
common-school  system  ; while,  through  his  ability  and  per- 
severance, the  first  law  inaugurating  it  in  this  Stale  was 
passed  through  the  Legislature.  At  the  expiration  of  his 
third  term,  lie  was  urged  to  become  a candidate  for  Congress 
from  the  Bedford  district ; declining  the  proffered  honor, 
however,  he  devoted  his  time  and  attention  almost  exclu- 
sively to  the  fulfilment  of  his  professional  duties.  In  1S30, 
he  removed  to  Beaver,  Pennsylvania;  resided  there  until 
1S49,  all,l  finally  returned  to  Pittsburgh.  He  was  the 
leading  member  of  the  bar  in  the  region  comprising  the 
counties  of  Beaver,  Butler,  Mercer  and  Lawrence;  his 
principal  competitors  at  that  time  being  the  Hon.  Daniel 
Agnew,  now  Chief-Justice  of  this  State,  and  the  Hon.  John 
J.  Pearson,  now  Judge  of  the  Harrisburg  District  Court. 
To  these  three  eminent  practitioners  was  chiefly  allotted  the 
task  of  settling  the  many  complicated  questions  of  title, 
resulting  from  the  peculiar  system  under  which  the  lands 
west  and  north  of  the  Allegheny  river  were  held  ; and  in 
the  numerous  and  highly  important  actions  of  ejectment 
continually  arising,  he  constantly  took  an  active  and  able 
part,  his  opponents  invariably  being  one  of  the  two  above- 
named  judges.  In  all  such  cases  he  evinced  unusual  attain- 
ments and  valuable  abilities.  In  1S49,  'ie  returned  to 
Pittsburgh  and  entered  into  partnership  with  his  nephew, 
Gilbert  L.  II.  Fetterman,  under  the  firm-name  of  N.  P.  & 
G.  I..  15.  Fetterman,  this  association  continuing  for  several 
years.  Subsequently,  he  was  a leading  member  of  the 
Pittsburgh  bar,  and  attended  also  the  courts  of  the  neigh- 
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boring  counties,  participating  in  almost  every  case  of  im- 
portance, both  civil  and  criminal.  In  the  celebrated  case 
of  the  Commonwealth  vs.  Montgomery  it  til,  for  the  murder 
of  Dinsmore,  in  Washington  county;  and  also  in  the  case 
of  the  Commonwealth  vs.  Streets,  for  murder  in  Beaver 
county,  he  was  retained  by  the  Commonwealth,  and  dis- 
tinguished himself  by  his  learning,  patient  research  and 
shrewdness.  Until  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  he  was  a promi- 
nent member  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  one  of  its  leading 
orators  in  western  Pennsylvania.  During  the  Presidency 
of  James  Buchanan,  lie  was  repeatedly  solicited  to  accept 
various  positions  of  trust  and  honor,  but  invariably  declined 
both  public  office  and  emolument.  While  the  conflict  was 
raging,  he  warmly  advocated  the  Union  cause;  acted  as  a 
War  Democrat,  and  finally  joined  the  Republican  party,  of 
which  he  afterward  became  an  active  and  influential  ally, 
lie  gave  tsvo  sons  to  the  United  States  Army,  as  members 
of  the  ioist  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  was  bereft  of  a 
son-in-law,  who  was  mortally  wounded  before  Atlanta, 
Georgia  lie  was  also  actively  engaged  in  assisting  enlist- 
ment, and  aided  more  than  one  company  in  the  purchase 
of  its  necessary  equipments.  lie  served  as  Chairman  of  the 
Examining  Committee  of  Pittsburgh,  to  pass  judgment  upon 
all  applications  for  admission  to  practice;  and,  in  this 
responsible  position,  acted  with  admirable  judgment  and 
impartial  discretion.  He  was  constantly  consulted,  by 
attorneys  from  all  parts  of  the  State,  for  hix  opinion  on  points 
of  1 aw;  and,  upon  such  occasions,  his  decisions  ever 
evidenced  close  research  and  the  most  thorough  knowledge 
concerning  the  various  complicated  points  at  issue.  He 
was  married,  December  28th,  1S2S,  to  Anna  M.  Dillon, 
daughter  of  Humphrey  Dillon,  a well-known  citizen  of 
Bedford,  Pennsylvania,  lie  has  left  eight  children  surviv- 
ing him,  among  whom  is  S.  C.  F'etlerman,  a prominent 
member  of  the  bar,  and  of  the  Select  Council  of  Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. 


'.WITH,  WILLIAM  HENRY,  Delegate  at  Large 
to  the  Constitutional  Convention,  was  born  in 
New  Madrid,  Missouri,  June  29th,  1 S 1 4.  1 1 is 

paternal  ancestors  were  English  Quakers  (Friends) 
and  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  this  State, 
having  landed  from  the  “ Welcome,”  at  Chester, 
They  settled  at  Darby,  in  Delaware  county.  1 1 is 
grandfather  having  taken  up  arms  at  the  outbreak  of  the 
Revolution,  and  having  fuuglu  throughout  the  war  as  a 
commissioned  officer,  forfeited  his  membership  in  the  Society 
of  Friends.  The  parents  of  William  Henry  emigrated  to 
the  Territory  of  Missouri  about  the  year  I S06,  and.  there 
remained  till  1S16,  when  they  returned  to  Beaver,  in  Penn-  ! 
sylvania,  where  they  resided  until  their  decease.  He 
received  his  school  education  at  the  Beaver  Academy.  In  ; 
jSj6,  he  was  apprenticed  in  a newspaper  office  in  Pitts-  i 


burgh,  to  the  printing  business.  After  a year’s  service  in 
the  printing  office,  he  returned  to  school  at  the  Beaver 
Academy.  1 11  1S2S,  he  resumed  the  business  of  printing. 
I n 1 8 JO,  he  established  the  . Ill  shelly  Republican,  in  the  then 
borough  of  Allegheny,  which  he  conducted  for  about  a year, 
when  the  enterprise  failed.  In  1835,  he  became  joint  editor 
and  proprietor  of  the  Mercury,  an  old-established  Demo- 
cratic paper,  and  in  1S40,  its  sole  owner  and  editor.  In 
1841.be  bought  the  Allegheny  Democrat,  and  united  the 
two  establishments.  In  1842,  in  conjunction  with  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  American  Manufacturer,  he  established  the 
Pittsburgh  Daily  Post,  in  which  all  the  Democratic  weeklies 
of  the  city  were  merged.  He  continued  as  editor  and  pro- 
prietor of  the  Post  until  1845,  when  he  was  succeeded  by 
John  Bigler,  afterwards  Governor  of  California.  The  Post 
has  always  been  a successful  and  influential  newspaper,  and 
is  now  the  leading  Democratic  daily  in  the  State.  In  1846, 
he  embarked  in  the  mercantile  business  as  a wholesale 
grocer,  and  remained  in  that  occupation  until  1S69.  In 
1S66,  he  was  elected  President  of  the  Artisans’  Insurance 
Company,  and  in  1.S70,  was  chosen  President  of  the  Artisans’ 
Deposit  Bank  —two  distinct  corporations — of  both  of  which 
he  is  still  President.  lie  has  been  a firm  and  earnest 
Democrat  all  his  life,  but  has  never  sought  office.  He 
never  held  any  notable  political  position,  except  his  place  in 
the  late  Constitutional  Convention  of  Pennsylvania,  lie 
has,  however,  filled  many  positions  not  of  a political  char- 
acter. lie  was  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  for  several 
years,  member  and  President  of  the  Board  of  Inspectors  of 
the  Western  Penitentiary  for  a considerable  period,  was  a 
Director  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  and  other  railroads, 
and  several  banking  and  insurance  companies. 


' ERNS,  JAMES  N.,  United  States  Marshal  for  the 
Eastern  District  of  Pennsylvania,  was  born  in 
Philadelphia,  at  the  corner  of  Sixth  and  Chestnut 
streets,  in  the  shadow  of  Independence  Hall,  on 
December  2d,  1S30.  lie  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  the  city,  passing  into  the  highest 
class  before  his  seventeenth  year.  On  leaving  school,  lie 
entered  the  establishment  of  Nathans  & Co.,  in  the  auction 
and  commission  business,  whose  office  was  at  the  well- 
known  old  coffee  house  auction  building  on  Second  street, 
which  in  those  days  served  as  the  Exchange  of  Philadelphia. 
In  1852,  he  began  business  on  his  ow'11  account,  in  the  fur- 
niture trade,  and  subsequently  was  in  the  office  of  the 
Receiver  of  Taxes;  after  which  he  became  a member  of  the 
State  Legislature,  serving  for  six  years  consecutively.  In 
1870  and  lS7l,he  was  the  Deputy  Collector  of  Internal 
Revenue,  and  in  1S72,  the  Chief  Deputy  of  Robert  II. 
Beatty,  Receiver  of  Taxes.  In  the  latter  part  of  1S72,  he 
was  appointed  the  United  States  Marshal  for  the  ] .astern 
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District  of  Pennsylvania,  lie  lias  been  prominently  con- 
nected with  the  Republican  party  for  many  years.  He  was 
married,  in  1851,  to  Amanda,  daughter  of  David  French, 
merchant  of  Philadelphia. 


o)  np  TELLWAGEN,  DANIEL  S.,  Captain  United 
/ States  Navy,  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsyl- 

vania, November  6th,  1774.  The  family  is  de- 
sccnded  from  the  early  German  settlers  of  the 
Cy\ ^ State  in  the  colonial  days,  and  lost  nearly  all  its 
male  members  and  money  during  the  War  of  the 
Revolution.  He  was  educated  in  Philadelphia,  and  on 
leaving  school,  being  of  a bold  and  adventurous  disposition, 
elected  to  follow  a seafaring  life.  Accordingly  he  entered 
the  merchant  service,  and  ruse  in  it  rapidly,  attaining  at  the 
early  age  of  nineteen  years  the  position  of  Captain,  and  be- 
coming afterwards  owner  of  his  vessel.  He  continued  thus 
for  several  years,  and  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  second 
war  with  Great  Britain,  in  1812,  was  still  following  his  pro- 
fession. On  March  15th,  1813,  being  in  command  of  the 
brig  “ Concord,”  returning  to  Philadelphia  from  Lisbon, 
he  found  the  mouth  of  the  Delaware  blockaded  by  a British 
squadron,  lie  attempted  to  run  the  blockade,  but  his  vessel 
grounded  on  one  of  the  shoals  in  Delaware  bay,  and  so 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  English.  All  the  crew,  except 
the  cook  and  himself,  were  transferred  to  one  of  the  British 
ships,  and  an  officer,  with  a prize  crew  of  seven  men,  was 
placed  in  charge  of  the  “Concord.”  In  this  painful  posi- 
tion, chafing  under  his  adverse  fortune  and  imprisonment, 
he  conceived  the  bold  and  almost  hopeless  plan  of  recaptur- 
ing the  ship.  The  vessel  M as  lying  at  anchor,  under  the 
very  guns  of  the  British  frigate  “ Poicliers,”  a seventy-four, 
and  the  rest  of  the  squadron  were  close  at  hand.  Still  he 
determined  to  try  the  desperate  scheme.  On  the  iSth  of 
March,  with  the  assistance  of  the  cook,  a mulatto  named 
Richard  Douce,  he  made  the  attempt.  They  first  secured 
the  officer  and  seized  the  arms,  drove  the  prize  crew  below, 
and  fastened  down  the  hatches.  They  then  cut,  or  slipped, 
the  cable,  made  sail,  under  the  lire  of  the  British  fleet, 
effected  their  escape,  and  reached  the  city  in  safety.  The 
English  ollicer  and  his  men  were  lodged  in  the  old  Arch 
Street  Jail,  and  were  the  first  prisoners  of  this  war  brought 
to  Philadelphia.  On  landing  in  his  native  city  he  found 
the  patriotic  spirit  of  the  country  aroused,  and  yielding  to 
the  exciting  influences  of  the  time,  he  followed  the  prece- 
dents set  by  the  earlier  members  of  his  family,  and  entered 
the  navy  as  a Sailing  Master.  He  took  command  of  the 
third  division  of  galleys,  including  the  “ Ludlow,”  “ Wil- 
mcr,”  “ Alwyn,”  and  “ Ballard,”  under  Commodore  Mac- 
Donough,  on  Lake  Champlain,  and  was  in  the  engagement 
of  September  6th,  1 S 1 4,  against  the  English  land  forces, 
commanded  by  Sir  George  Provost,  the  Governor-General 
of  Canada,  and  also  in  the  memorable  battle  of  September 


nth  of  the  same  year,  a full  account  of  which  is  given  in 
Cooper’s  A'aval  History.  For  his  gallant  conduct  on  these 
occasions  he  was  honored,  together  with  six  other  officers, 
by  a vote  of  thanks  and  a sword  from  Congress.  The 
sword  is  a very  handsome  one;  it  is  engraved  with  his 
name,  the  date  of  the  battle,  the  motto,  “ Altius  Hunt  cjui 
ad  sitiuma  nitiinlur,"  and  appropriate  devices;  the  blade 
is  equal  in  temper  to  the  celebrated  Damascus  steel,  and  is 
surmounted  by  a massive  gold  hilt.  It  was  accompanied 
by  a complimentary  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
written  by  order  of  the  President.  Both  the  sword  and 
letter  are  in  the  possession  of  his  grandson,  Dr.  T.  C. 
Stellwagen,  of  Philadelphia.  lie  was  married  to  Mary 
Perot  Fisher,  whose  family  had  also  given  soldiers  to  the 
army  of  patriots,  and  numbered  among  its  members  five  of 
the  Governors  of  the  State  of  Delaware.  lie  died  Novem- 
ber 1 6th,  1S2S,  in  Philadelphia,  at  the  age  of  fifty-four, 
leaving  to  his  posterity  and  country  an  honorable  name 
enrolled  among  the  worthies  of  his  State. 


^p^TELLWAGEN,  HENRY  S.,  Captain  United 
States  Navy,  son  of  Captain  Daniel  S.  Stell- 
wagen,  was  born  October  13th,  1S09,  in  Pliila- 
delnhii.  U'e  received  his  education  in  the 

<S)t/ 1 

goPSt  schools  of  Philadelphia,  and,  after  a voyage  to 
^ Calcutta  in  an  East  India  merchantman,  entered 
the  United  States  Navy  as  Midshipman,  in  April,  1S2S; 
was  promoted,  in  1S34,  to  Passed  Midshipman,  and  in 
1S40  to  Lieutenant.  His  first  active  service  was  in  Africa, 
where  he  took  part  in  the  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  some 
of  the  towns  that  were  the  headquarters  of  the  slave  trade, 
lie  was  next  in  Mexico,  under  Commodore  Perry,  at  the 
fall  of  Vera  Cruz,  on  March  29th,  1S47,  during  which  year, 
in  command  of  a force  of  sailors,  he  landed  and  captured 
several  forts  and  towns  upon  the  Tobasco  river.  I11  1854, 
while  in  command  of  a fleet  of  surveying  vessels,  he  dis- 
covered and  accurately  described  a large  submarine  bank 
in  Massachusetts  bay.  Its  dimensions  were  seventeen  and 
a half  nautical  miles  in  length  and  five  in  breadth.  It  was 
named,  in  honor  of  the  discoverer,  Stellwagen’s  Bank,  by 
Professor  Baclie,  Chief  of  the  United  States  Coast  Survey 
Department.  In  1S55,  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
Commander,  and  was  placed  in  charge  of  a district  of  light- 
houses upon  the  coasts  of  Virginia,  Maryland,  Delaware, 
New  Jersey,  and  the  shores  of  the  Delaware  river.  Upon 
the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War,  in  1S61,  he  took  part  in 
the  planning  and  execution  of  the  attack  on  Forts  Ilatleras 
and  Clark,  at  Ilatleras  Inlet,  which  resulted  in  the  first 
naval  victory  of  the  war,  and  opened  the  sounds  and  in- 
land waters  of  North  Carolina  for  the  subsequent  brilliant 
successes  of  Commodore  Goldsborough  and  General  Bum- 
side.  In  1S62,  while  in  active  duly  on  the  blockade,  he 
fitted  out  and  commanded  an  expedition  against  Apalachi- 
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cola,  Florida,  which  elTected  the  capture  of  that  place.  In 
1S62,  he  received  his  commission  as  Captain,  and  about 
the  middle  of  the  following  year  took  command  of  the 
Mediterranean  Squadron,  and  remained  there  until  late  in 
1S64,  performing  essential  service  in  keeping  that  sea  clear 
of  privateers.  In  1865,  he  was  again  employed  upon  the 
Southern  coast  of  the  United  States,  in  which  year  Fort 
White,  at  Georgetown,  South  Carolina,  was  surrendered 
to  him.  He  shortly  afterwards  returned  home  sick,  while 
engaged  upon  an  expedition  up  the  rivers  of  South  Caro- 
lina, endeavoring  to  open  communication  with  General 
Sherman,  who  was  then  marching  northward  from  Savan- 
nah to  form  a junction  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  under 
General  Grant.  He  died  July  15th,  1S66,  at  Cape  Island, 
New  Jersey,  and  was  buried  in  Philadelphia.  While  in 
the  United  States  Coast  Survey,  he  invented  and  patented 
a sounding  apparatus,  with  a steel  cup  covered  by  leather 
valves,  for  bringing  up  specimens  of  the  bottom  of  the  sea, 
which  invention  is  still  in  use  by  the  United  States  Coast 
Survey.  This  invention  obtained  for  him  the  Scott  Premium 
Medal  from  the  Franklin  Institute,  and  complimentary  let- 
ters from  the  British  and  French  Governments.  He  also 
invented  a syphon  tide  gauge,  which,  in  the  roughest 
weather,  indicates  the  exact  level  of  the  sea.  While  cruis- 
ing in  command  of  the  United  States  steamer  “ Mercedita,” 
he  captured  several  famous  blockade  runners,  of  which 
the  “ Bermuda”  was  the  most  important,  lie  received  on 
two  occasions  letters  of  thanks  from  the  British  Govern- 
ment for  services  rendered  to  their  vessels  when  in  distress  ; 
the  first  time,  in  1S63,  for  the  rescue  of  the  British  steamer 
“ Ossian,”  in  a terrible  gale  off  Cape  llatteras,  and  the 
second  time,  in  1S64,  when  in  command  of  the  frigate 
“ Constellation,”  for  the  saving  of  the  brigantine  “ Mersey,” 
and  enabling  her  to  reach  St.  Thomas,  West  Indies.  On 
the  latter  occasion  the  English  Government  presented  him 
with  a sword  of  honor,  which,  together  with  the  letters,  is  in 
possession  of  his  son,  Henry  E.  Stellwagen,  of  Philadelphia. 


TELLWAGEN,  THOMAS  COOK,  M.  A., 
D.  D.  S.,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Operative  Den- 
tistry and  Dental  Pathology  in  the  Philadelphia 
Dental  College,  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  July 
24th,  1S41,  and  is  the  eldest  child  of  the  late 
Captain  II.  S.  Stellwagen,  of  the  United  States 
Navy.  He  was  educated  at  the  Central  High  School  of 
Philadelphia,  whence  he  graduated  in  1S59,  taking  his  B.  A. 
degree  and  his  M.A.  degree  in  1S64.  lie  entered  upon 
the  study  of  dentistry  in  1S59,  under  the  tutorship  of  his 
uncle,  Dr.  Dickey,  of  New  Orleans,  and  graduated  at  the 
Pennsylvania  College  of  Dental  Surgery,  at  Philadelphia, 
in  1S61.  He  served  in  the  United  States  Navy,  under  his 
father,  from  1S61  to  1SG5,  part  of  the  time  as  Paymaster, 
an  1 took  put  in  several  engagements,  lie  lias  also  tra- 


velled extensively  in  Northern  Africa,  Egypt,  Greece  and 
Palestine,  as  well  as  in  France,  Spain  and  Italy.  In  1S65, 
he  was  appointed  Demonstrator  of  Operative  Dentistry  in 
the  Philadelphia  Dental  College,  and  received  (in  1S66)  an 
ad  cundem  degree  from  that  institution.  In  1S6S,  he  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  M.  D.  from  the  Medical  Department 
of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and,  in  1869,  was  elected 
to  fdl  the  Chair  of  Operative  Dentistry  in  the  Philadelphia 
Dental  College. 


EGLEY,  EDWARD  C.,  Postmaster  of  the  City 
of  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  was  born  in  East 
Liberty,  now  forming  a part  of  Pittsburgh,  Feb- 
ruary Sth,  1S42.  His  ancestors  were  among  the 
earliest  of  those  hardy  pioneers  who  settled  in 
this  section  of  the  country,  when  it  was  little  more 
than  a savage  and  dangerous  tract  of  uninhabited  field  and 
forest.  He  is  the  son  of  Hon.  Daniel  Negley,  of  Swiss  ex- 
traction, formerly  a member  of  the  Pennsylvania  Legisla- 
ture, and  noted  as  a prominent  and  influential  citizen.  Ilis 
early  education  was  acquired  in  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  place,  and,  subsequently,  at  Cannonsburg,  Pennsyl- 
vania. When  eighteen  years  of  age  be  abandoned  school 
life,  and  secured  a Clerkship  in  the  office  of  the  Prothono- 
tary  of  Allegheny  county,  Pennsylvania.  In  this  position 
he  served  for  one  year.  In  1S61,  he  engaged  in  the  study 
of  law,  under  the  guidance  of  his  brother,  W.  B.  Negley, 
a well-known  and  able  practitioner.  He  continued  to  pur- 
sue his  course  of  legal  studies  until  August,  1S62,  at  which 
date  he  enlisted  in  Company  G of  the  136. h Pennsylvania 
Regiment,  a nine  months’  organization,  forming  a part  of 
the  brigade  of  General  Peter  Lyle.  While  acting  in  this 
capacity,  he  participated  in  all  the  operations  of  his  regi- 
ment, including  the  battles  of  Fredericksburg  and  Chan- 
cellorsville.  Upon  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service,  he 
was  mustered  out,  July  4th,  1S63.  During  this  time  he  had 
risen  from  the  ranks  to  the  position  of  First  Sergeant,  and 
was  remarked  for  his  bravery  and  shrewd  intelligence.  In 
September,  1S64,  he  re-enlisted  in  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania 
Heavy  Artillery,  which  was  assigned  to  General  Gamble’s 
Independent  Brigade  operating  in  the  Valley,  thence  to 
Fairfax  Court- House,  where  the  detachment  remained  in 
the  defence  of  the  City  of  Washington  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  Subsequently,  he  became  First  Lieutenant  of 
Company  E,  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Artillery.  After  being 
mustered  out  at  the  expiration  of  the  contest,  he  returned 
to  Pittsburgh,  where  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  business. 
He  continued  in  this  occupation,  as  sole  proprietor  and 
manager,  until  1S67,  when  he  was  appointed  to  a Clerkship 
in  the  Pittsburgh  Post-Office  by  James  II.  McClellan,  then 
Postmaster  in  this  city.  Colonel  J.  II.  Stewart  becoming 
Postmaster,  in  1S70,  E.  C.  Negley  was  subsequently  ap- 
pointed Stamp  Clerk,  which  position  he  held  until  October 
1st,  1873.  I . iter,  lie  was  appointed  Postmaster,  and  lias 
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fulfilled  the  onerous  duties  of  that  responsible  position  with 
marked  energy  and  ability.  Also,  in  I S6G— ’ 67 , he  was 
I.ieutenant-Colonel  of  the  14th  Regiment  Pennsylvania 
Militia  for  a period  of  over  eighteen  months;  and,  in  the 
spring  of  1874,  was  appointed  Major  and  Aide-de-camp 
under  Major-General  Pearson.  1 1 is  noticeable  characteristics 
are  directing  ability,  shrewd  perseverence,  unwavering 
loyally  and  courage. 


AUSMAN,  JACOB,  Capitalist,  was  born  at  “ Baus- 
man's  Farm,”  located  about  one  mile  west  of 
Lancaster  city,  Pennsylvania,  on  October'  20th, 
1S12.  lie  is  of  German  extraction;  liis  father, 
John  Bailsman,  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
in  1S02,  from  a village  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Rhine,  in  the  Palatinate,  Germany.  1 1 is  emigration  was 
caused  by  his  disgust  at  the  enormities  incident  to  the 
French  Revolution  occurring  during  the  close  of  the  last 
century.  lie  purchased  the  ground  and  settled  upon  the 
farm,  in  Lancaster  county,  which  bears  his  name.  In  1805, 
he  married  Elizabeth  Peters,  sister  to  lion.  Abraham  Peters, 
a wealthy  landholder  of  that  county.  Eight  sons  were  the 
fruit  of  this  marriage,  of  which  Jacob  was  the  fourth.  He 
was  afforded  ample  opportunities sfor* obtaining  an  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  the  neighborhood,  and  was,  after 
finishing  his  primary  education,  ‘sent  to  the  Academy  at 
Litiz,  where  he  remained  until  the  year  1829.  A peculiar 
inclination  and  aptitude  for  commercial  pursuits  was  his 
most  marked  characteristic.  In  1831,  he  became  engaged 
in  the  milling  business,  to  which  he  added,  in  1S35,  large 
operations  in  grain.  Eminently  successful  in  all  his  under- 
takings, he  entirely  suspended  trade,  in  1S3S,  in  order  to 
make  an  extensive  tour  through  the  Western  States  of  the 
Union.  After  several  years  spent  in  travel,  he  returned  to 
his  home  and  resumed  business,  and,  between  the  years 
1841  and  1S54,  he  was  reputed  one  of  the  largest  flour, 
grain  and  lumber  dealers  in  eastern  Pennsylvania.  In 
January,  1854,  he  was  married  to  Mrs.  Mary  Baer.  About 
the  same  date  the  Lancaster  Cotton-Mills  were  built,  and 
he  became,  and  still  remains,  a large  stockholder  therein, 
lie  resides  at  Willow  Dale,  a huge  farm  which  he  pur- 
chased in  1855,  located  on  the  Columbia  turnpike,  about 
three  miles  west  of  Lancaster.  lie  was  for  many  years  a 
Director  of  the  Farmers’  National  Bank  of  Lancaster,  and, 
in  186S,  was  elected  President  of  the  institution,  a position 
which  he  still  holds.  lie  has  been  for  a long  time  deeply 
interested  in  coal  operations  in  the  Shamokin  region.  He 
is  a Manager  of  the  Lancaster  Gas  Company,  and  was  one 
of  the  originators,  and  is  now  a Director,  of  the  Lancaster 
Fire  Insurance  Company.  He  is  an  active  and  influential 
member  of  the  American  Reformed  Church,  and  faithfully 
aids  the  work  of  that  denomination.  He  is  the  Treasurer 
and  a Trustee  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  and  also 
a Trustee  of  the  Millersville  State  Normal  School.  He  is 


considered  the  wealthiest  man  in  Lancaster  county.  1 1 is 
wealth  and  influence  have  ever  been  exerted  for  the  benefit 
of  the  entire  community,  and  he  enjoys  in  high  degree  the 
regard  of  his  fellow-citizens. 


RRISII,  CHARLES,  was  born  in  Wilkcsbarre, 
Pennsylvania,  in  the  year  1826.  His  father,  the 
late  Arehippus  Parrish,  came  from  Windham, 
Connecticut,  about  the  year  1S10,  and  made  the 
town  of  \\  ilkesbarre  his  permanent  home.  He 
embarked  in  the  mercantile  business,  and  a few 
years  afterwards  became  the  proprietor  of  the  hotel  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Public  Square,  where  he  remained  principally 
till  the  time  of  his  death,  over  thirty  years  ago.  This  house, 
at  the  time  of  its  occupation  by  Mr.  Parrish,  was  the  prin- 
cipal hotel  of  the  town  and  the  Wyoming  Valley.  It  was 
here  that  the  representative  men  of  the  county,  many  of 
them  Revolutionary  veterans,  sojourned  when  they  visited 
the  county  seat  on  business  or  pleasure.  They  came  on 
horseback,-  for  the  day  of  what  was  called  “ Dearborn 
wagons”  had  • riot  dawned.  And  it  was  at  this  place 
where  the  solid  old  .gentlemen  of  the  days  that  arc  gone 
rehearsed  the'  thrilling  events  of  the  early  settlement  of 
the  valley — its  adventures  and  its  trials.  He  was  a man 
of  exemplary  character,  of  the  strictest  integrity,  and  died 
lamented  tby  all  who  knew  him.  Charles  Parrish  having 
received)  the  ordinary  education  of  the  boys  of  that  day, 
in  the  Wilkesbarre'  Grammar  School,  at  about  sixteen 
years  of  age  was  placed  in  the  store  of  Ziba  Bennett,  a 
well-known  merchant  of  the  town.  lie  remained  in  this 
establishment,  in  the  capacity  of  Clerk,  and  afterwards 
as  Partner,  till  the  year  1S54.  And  now  commenced  a 
mental  development  which  in  subsequent  years  led  to  a 
most  remarkable  result.  Unwilling  to  be  confined  to 
the  cramped  anil  limited  business  of  a retail  store,  he 
boldly  struck  out  into  the  broad  field  of  speculation  which 
lay  before  him.  The  quiet,  unobtrusive  man  of  but  few 
words,  but  of  constant  thought  and  untiring  energy,  as- 
tonished his  friends  and  neighbors  with  the  magnitude,  as 
well-  as  the  success,  of  his  operations.  The  public  mind 
at  about 'this  time  had  become  aroused  to  the  inquiry  into 
the  prospective  value  of  anthracite  coal.  It  was  the  sub- 
ject of  general  conversation.  The  Wyoming  Valley  was 
the  grand  centre,  and  Charles  Parrish  had  the  capacity  of 
brain,  the  breadth  of  enterprise,  and  energy  of  purpose,  to 
turn  the  advantages  presented  to  his  own  account.  lie 
accomplished  his  purpose.  His  means  were  limited,  that 
is,  for  the  accomplishment  of  large  investments.  But  this 
did  not  deter  him;  he  went  boldly  into  speculation.  Wluit 
he  could  not  pay  for  he  purchased  on  credit,  and  trusted  to 
the  future.  Having  entire  confidence  in  himself,  and  rely- 
ing upon  the  conclusions  which  his  own  sound  and  discrim- 
inating mind  hail  come  to,  he  did  not  falter,  nor  did  he 
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commit  errors.  lie  bought  largely,  and  every  adventure 
terminated  in  a success.  He  made  his  objective  point, 
and,  possessing  an  extraordinary  energy  of  character, 
marched  through  all  difficulties  and  obstructions  that  beset 
his  path.  Impediments  which  would  seem  to  be  moun- 
tains in  the  eyes  of  others  were  but  mole-hills  to  him.  It 
is,  therefore,  not  a matter  of  surprise,  that  in  less  than  a 
half  score  of  years,  the  man  of  the  country  store  should 
be  the  acknowledged  and  accepted  head  of  the  coal  opera- 
tions of  the  Wyoming  Valley.  His  capacity  was  conceded, 
and  his  opinions  of  values  were  the  standard  which 
governed  the  actions  of  others.  He  was,  for  many  years, 
the  President  and  sole  Manager  of  the  Wilkesbarre  Coal 
& Iron  Company;  and  is  now  the  President  of  the  Lehigh 
<5:  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Company — second  to  but  one  other 
coal  and  transportation  company  in  the  State,  in  the  extent 
of  its  business  operations.  This  company,  with  its  twenty 
millions  of  capital  and  its  thirteen  thousand  employes,  is 
truly  a power  in  the  land.  The  company  mines,  prepares, 
and  transports  to  market,  annually,  over  three  millions  of 
tons  of  coal,  lie  is  the  acknowledged  head  of  this  vast 
concern,  and  to  its  success  he  bends  every  energy.  He  is 
familiar  with  all  its  details.  It  may  be  called  his  own 
child.  Every  acre  of  the  great  domain  of  this  company, 
west  of  the  mountains,  w as  selected  and  purchased  under 
his  direction.  The  combination  of  the  different  companies, 
mines,  railroads,  anti  canals,  was  the  conception  of  his 
brain,  and  mainly  the  work  of  his  hands.  And  it  was  the 
persevering  labor  of  years  to  bring  it  about.  There  is  now 
in  the  possession  of  a citizen  of  Wilkesbarre,  a written 
programme,  made  out  by  Mr.  Parrish,  some  six  years  ago, 
representing  the  same  combinations  of  interest  now  em- 
bodied in  the  charter  of  the  Lehigh  & Wilkesbarre  Coal 
Company.  It  was  submitted  to  that  gentleman  for  his 
opinion,  and,  in  reply  to  the  remark  that  it  was  too  gigantic 
a scheme  to  be  carried  out  and  made  available,  its  author 
said,  “ I shall  live  to  see  it  accomplished.”  He  has  been 
from  the  commencement,  and  is  now  the  controlling  spirit 
of  the  immense  establishment.  1 1 is  fruitful  mind  and 
energy  of  purpose  are  in  perfect  accord.  The  conception 
of  the  plan,  and  its  execution,  never  collide.  He  is 
eminently  a “broad-gauge”  man,  and  has  but  little  to  do 
with  small  matters  ; his  mind  soars  above  them.  Some  of 
the  charities  which  he  has  incorporated  into  the  mining 
system,  are  worthy  of  the  highest  praise,  and  the  example 
should  be  pursued  by  all  of  the  mining  companies.  One 
of  them  must  be  mentioned.  While  President  of  the 
Wilkesbarre  Coal  & Iron  Company,  lie  prevailed  upon 
his  employes  to  allow  the  entire  wages  of  one  day  in  each 
year,  to  be  retained  for  the  purpose  of  constituting  a fund 
for  the  relief  ol  disabled  men  of  the  mines  and  their 
families;  upon  the  condition,  that  the  company  should  set 
apart,  for  the  same  purpose,  the  proceeds  of  the  mines,  of 
one  day  in  each  year.  The  proposition  was  accepted,  and 
in  this  way  a yearly  charity  is  amassed  of  some  fifteen 


thousand  dollars,  from  which  many  wants  have  Itfen  pro- 
vided for  and  much  suffering  relieved.  But  it  is  not  alone 
in  mining  operations  that  the  influences  of  his  views  are- 
discernible.  During  the  seven  years  of  his  Presidency 
of  the  Borough,  and  afterwards  City  Councils,  the  well- 
paved  and  lighted  streets,  the  fire  apparatus,  and  an 
efficient  police,  all  indicate  his  handiwork.  In  the  way 
of  edifices,  too,  the  stately  hotel  on  the  bank  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna, the  Eirst  National  Bank,  owned  by  the  corpora- 
tion of  which  he  is  President,  and  his  own  residence,  dis- 
play the  enlarged  views  of  the  man  ; as  do  also  the  costly 
iron  bridge,  spanning  canal  and  railroads,  in  the  southern 
part  of  the  city,  and  the  broad  avenues  and  private  resi- 
dences on  the  hill  beyond.  He  look  an  active  part  in 
raising  and  equipping  volunteers  for  the  service  during  the 
late  Rebellion.  Probably  no  man  in  the  city  did  more  in 
this  particular  than  he.  In  his  efforts  in  this,  he  was  not 
less  energetic  and  untiring  than  in  his  present  occupation. 
He  is  a man  of  rather  more  than  medium  stature,  with  a 
well-knit  frame,  comely  in  his  presence,  with  a good  pro- 
portion of  physical  strength,  and  is  in  the  enjoyment  of 
robust  health,  lie  is  a moral,  upright  man,  honest  and 
pure  in  his  motives,  and  charitable  in  an  eminent  degree. 
Having  commenced  the  world  with  no  inheritance  from 
his  ancestors,  and  learning  from  experience  the  value  of 
counsel,  aid,  and  friendship  from  others,  he  has  ever 
extended  a helping  hand  to  young  men,  in  their  struggle 
in  the  start  in  life.  And  he  is,  to-day,  surrounded  by  a 
class  of  young  and  energetic  men,  whom  lie  has  schooled 
in  the  various  departments  of  his  business,  and  who  also 
give  success  to  his  own  masterly  enterprises.  No  man 
possesses  .a  better  qualification  to  judge  of  the  peculiar 
lit  ness  of  men  for  his  subordinate  positions,  and  there 
never  was  a more  kind  and  indulgent  employer.  All  the 
details  of  the  immense  field  of  industry,  under  his  man- 
agement, show  the  guidance  of  a firm  and  steady  hand, 
and  a cool  and  masterly  mind.  lie  is  in  the  prime  of  life, 
and  the  indications  arc,  that  long  years  of  usefulness  to 
the  community  in  which  he  lives,  and  of  personal  pros- 
perity are  before  him.  He  married  the  eldest  daughter  of 
the  late  Judge  Conyngham,  of  Wilkesbarre. 

^S'UNCAN,  WILLIAM,  Brigadier-General,  was 
h J : I • born  in  that  portion  of  York — since  set  off  and 
||  called  Adams — county,  Pennsylvania,  in  the 
year  1771,  and  was  one  of  a large  family  of 
^ -j  children.  1 1 is  father  had  been  a soldier  in  the 
^ Revolutionary  War,  but  had  died  shortly  after- 
wards. 1 1 is  early  education  was  carefully  attended  to,  and, 
among  other  studies,  he  became  a proficient  in  land  survey- 
ing. When  about  nineteen  years  of  age,  he  was  engaged 
by  his  brother-in-law.  John  Nicholson,  one  of  the  projectors 
of  the  American  Land  Company,  to  survey  some  of  his 
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lands  lying  near  Pittsburgh.  While  en  route  for  that  des- 
tination, at  that  time  almost  a frontier  town,  he  joined,  as 
a volunteer,  a detachment  of  United  States  troops,  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Zcbulon  Pike,  who  were  in 
search  of  hostile  Indians.  This  officer  gave  him  his  first 
lesson  in  military  tactics;  he  also  made  the  acquaintance, 
and  formed  a friendship  for  his  son,  afterwards  the  brave 
General  Pike,  who  fell  at  Little  York,  Canada.  On  his 
return  to  Philadelphia,  he  was  engaged  as  Paymaster  and 
Assistant  Engineer  on  the  Delaware  and  Schuylkill  Canal, 
which,  however,  was  never  completed.  Its  excavations 
were  lately  visible  within  the  limits  of  Fairmount  Park, 
to  the  south  of  Lemon  Hill.  At  the  early  period  alluded 
to,  this  was  the  country  residence  of  Robert  Morris,  the 
great  financier  of  the  Revolution,  who  owned  a large 
amount  of  land  in  the  vicinity,  and  offered  to  sell  the 
present  Fairmount — then  called  Morris’  Hill — for  less 
than  33000,  saying  at  the  same  time  that  there  was  enough 
stone  to  build  all  the  cellars  which  Philadelphia  might 
need  for  a century  to  come.  This  offer  was  declined  by 
William  Duncan,  much  to  his  subsequent  regret.  He 
afterwards  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  but  meeting  with 
an  accident,  retired  to  Bustleton,  where  he  resided  for  a 
number  of  years.  During  his  sojourn  there,  he  labored 
for  the  amelioration  of  the  pauper  population  of  the  town- 
ship, and,  by  his  own  individual  exertions  at  Harrisburg, 
secured  a grant  from  the  Legislature,  with  which  a house 
and  farm  were  purchased,  and  a permanent  home  estab- 
lished for  the  poor,  with  a steward  ami  assistants  to  min- 
ister to  their  wants.  The  site  so  obtained  had  formerly  been 
the  birthplace  of  the  celebrated  philanthropist,  Dr.  Benja- 
min Rush.  During  the  War  of  1S12,  General  Duncan 
was  made  Superintendent  of  United  States  Military  Stores, 
at  the  Schuylkill  Arsenal,  and  resided  there.  It  was 
the  principal  depot  of  the  arms  and  munitions  of  war  in 
the  country,  and  the  magazine  contained  a very  large 
quantity  of  powder.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  a portion  of 
the  British  licet  were  then  lying  in  the  bay,  the  Arsenal 
was  in  much  danger  of  being  surprised  and  destroyed. 
Feeling  very  anxious  about  the  matter,  he  wrote  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  for  orders;  but  the  answer  gave  none, 
leaving  things  to  his  own  prudence  and  patriotism.  For 
some  time  be  bad  been  General  of  the  Second  Brigade 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  be  now  called  upon  his  com- 
mand, who  cheerfully  responded  ; and,  for  several  weeks, 
the  different  companies,  in  their  turn,  guarded  the  ap- 
proaches to  the  Arsenal,  placing  a picket-guard  reaching 
to  the  junction  of  the  Schuylkill  with  the  Delaware,  and 
mounted  videttes  along  the  road,  in  case  of  a land  attack. 
This  was  only  at  night;  in  the  morning  they  returned  to 
their  daily  avocations  in  the  city.  Thus  the  danger  was 
averted;  for  all  the  watchful  movements  on  land,  for  the 
defence  of  the  Arsenal,  were  known  on  board  the  enemy’s 
licet,  which,  in  a short  time,  left  the  bay.  lie  was  after- 
bards appointed  an  Aidc-dc-camp  to  Governor  Snyder, 


and  for  some  time  held  the  post  of  Adjutant-General  of 
Pennsylvania.  For  many  years  he  represented  the  city 
of  Philadelphia  in  the  State  Legislature.  In  1S29,  he 
was  commissioned  by  President  Jackson,  Surveyor  of  Cus- 
toms for  the  Port  of  Philadelphia,  and  was  re-appointed  in 
1833,  thus  serving,  in  that  office,  eight  years  consecutively. 
His  political  creed  was  of  the  straight  Democratic  school, 
as  expounded  by  Jefferson.  lie  was  one  of  the  founders 
and  trustees  of  the  Jefferson  Medical  College.  For  nearly 
half  a century,  he  was  a faithful  and  zealous  member  of 
the  First  Baptist  Church,  in  which  he  filled  the  office  of 
Deacon  during  a great  portion  of  that  time,  and  through- 
out his  long  and  eventful  life,  he  was  conspicuous  for  bis 
sterling  integrity,  purity  of  character,  and  energy  of  pur- 
pose. He  was  thrice  married;  first,  in  1792,  to  Mary, 
daughter  of  William  Moulder,  and  who  died  in  1818. 
Two  years  after  this  bereavement,  he  was  united  to  her 
sister  Sarah,  who  died  in  1S32.  After  remaining  a widower 
for  nine  years,  he  was  married,  in  1841,  to  the  widow  of 
Rev.  Dr.  William  Slaughlon,  and  daughter  of  James  (the 
brother  of  Charles  Wilson)  Peale,  who  yet  survives  him 
(1S74).  He  died  February  1 6th,  1864. 


AVIS,  G REEXLEAF  PAGE,  Soldier  and  Poli- 
tician, son  of  Amos  and  Elizabeth  Davis,  was 
born  in  Jefferson  county,  New  York,  February 
8th,  1S36.  IIL  primary  education  he  acquired 
at  the  common  schools  of  his  native  county. 
At  the  early  age  of  fifteen,  he  undertook  the 
then  hazardous  journey  across  the  plains  to  California, 
lie  reached  that  State  after  one  hundred  days’  hard  travel, 
and  engaged  in  mining  operations  until  1857,  meeting  with 
more  than  average  success.  After  two  years,  employed  in 
driving  stock  across  the  plains,  he  travelled  through  the 
States  and  Territories  of  the  Union,  until  1S61.  At  that 
date  he  was  in  Bradford  county,  Pennsylvania.  Upon  the 
issuing  of  the  proclamation,  by  President  Lincoln,  calling 
upon  the  people  to  furnish  troops  for  the  suppression  of  the 
Rebellion,  he  was  among  the  first  to  enroll.  He  was  at  once 
appointed  as  First  Lieutenant,  and  placed  upon  duty  as 
recruiting  officer.  In  the  fall  of  1S61,  he  was  commis- 
sioned as  Captain,  and  marched  with  his  company  to  Wash- 
ington, District  of  Columbia.  In  the  spring  of  1862,  as 
part  of  the  First  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Fourth  Corps, 
lie  moved  to  Newport  News,  and  began  the  toilsome  march 
to  Richmond,  in  the  campaign  conducted  by  General 
McClellan.  On  May  201b,  General  Negley  organized  a 
company  of  Sharp-shooters,  consisting  of  one  hundred 
men,  and  placed  them  under  command  of  Captain  Davis, 
who  fully  justified  the  confidence  reposed  in  him.  On 
May  31st,  1.S62,  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks  was  fought,  and 
here  the  gallant  Captain  lost  an  arm,  which  compelled  his 
retirement  from  active  service  for  a time.  Recovering 
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from  the  effects  of  his  wound,  he  rejoined  his  regiment  in 
the  held;  and,  in  the  fall  of  1862,  was  engaged  in  North 
and  S >ulh  Carolina.  In  1863,  he  was  commissioned  as 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  assigned  to  the  staff  of  General 
Henry  N.  Negley,  ami  served  in  that  capacity  until  1864. 
He  was  then  ordered  to  Washington  for  examination,  and 
was  appointed,  on  account  of  wounds  received  in  action 
and  gallantry  displayed  in  the  field,  a Captain  in  the 
Veteran  Reserve  Corps.  He  was  immediately  assigned  to 
the  command  of  the  Monongahela  District  of  Pennsylvania, 
with  head-quarters  at  Pittsburgh.  In  September,  1S65, 
he  resigned  his  commission  in  the  army  and  engaged  in 
the  grocery  business,  in  Erie,  "Pennsylvania,  in  which  trade 
lie  continued  until  February,  1S69,  when  lie  sold  out  his 
interest  in  the  establishment.  In  April,  of  the  same  year, 
he  was  appointed  Deputy  Collector  of  Internal  Revenue, 
by  II.  C.  Rogers,  the  then  Collector.  In  March,  1S72, 
Mr.  Rogers  was  called  to  Washington  as  Deputy  Com- 
missioner of  Internal  Revenue,  and  Captain  Ptavis  re- 
ceived the  appointment  of  Collector  of  Internal  Revenue 
for  the  Nineteenth  District  of  Pennsylvania,  which  position 
he  now  occupies.  He  was  married,  in  1S65,  to  Augusta 
Ilewett,  of  Pittsburgh.  His  has  been  an  eventful  life,  and 
throughout  its  many  changes,  the  honor  and  integrity 
which  now  distinguish  him  have  been  its  most  marked 
characteri  ilics. 


RIGHT,  I ION.  HENDRICK  BRADLEY,  Law- 
yer, was  born  at  Plymouth,  Luzerne  county, 
Pennsylvania,  April  24th,  1S0S.  1 1 is  ancestors 

on  the  paternal  side  came  to  this  country  with 
William  Penn,  and  settled  at  Wrightstown,  near 
Burlington,  New  Jersey,  where  one  of  whom 
was  Justice  of  the  Peace  under  the  royal  commission,  and 
was  a warm  supporter  of  the  Society  of  friends.  1 1 is 
mother’s  maiden  name  was  Ilendriek,  and  she  was  a descen- 
dant of  one  of  the  earliest  Dutch  colonists  of  New  York.  In 
1795,  his  father  removed  to  Plymouth,  and  soon  became 
one  of  its  leading  citizens.  Appreciating  the'advantages  of 
education,  he  obtained  for  him  the  most  thorough  training 
that  the  locality  aflorded,  and  at  the  proper  time  secured 
his  entry  into  Dickinson  College,  of  Carlisle.  Upon  the 
completion  of  his  course  of  studies  in  that  institution,  he 
entered  the  law  ofiice  of  Judge  Conyngham,  of  Wilkes- 
barre;  and,  under  the  guidance  of  this  able  and  eminent 
man,  progressed  rapidly,  and  in  1S31  was  admitted  to  the 
bar.  for  the  next  decade  he  was  untiring  in  his  devotion 
to  his  profession,  and  rose  to  eminence  among  the  counsel- 
lors and  practitioners  of  the  Luzerne  county  bar.  He  was 
a gifted  orator,  and  always  commanded  respectful  atten- 
tion, and  in  almost  every  case  managed  by  him  his  efforts 
were  crowned  with  entire  success.  In  1841,  at  the  solici- 
tation of  numerous  friends,  he  accepted  a nomination  for 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  Pennsylvania,  ami  was 


elected  ; and,  upon  taking  his  seat  in  that  body,  was  at 
once  recognized  and  accepted  as  one  of  its  ablest  leaders. 
In  1S42,  he  was  again  elected,  and  during  that  session 
tilled  a number  of  important  positions,  among  them  that  of 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Canals  and  Internal  Im- 
provements. He  was  also  a member  of  the  Judiciary 
Committee  under  Judge  Elwell,  of  Columbia  District : in 
this  capacity  he  labored  incessantly  for  the  repeal  of  the 
law  which  provided  for  the  imprisonment  of  poor  debtors, 
and  ultimately  achieved  success.  He  also  endeavored  to 
procure  the  abolition  of  solitary  confinement  in  prison  dis- 
cipline, characterizing  it  as  an  inhuman  and  unnecessary 
measure.  In  1843,  he  was  tendered  the  nomination  of 
State  Senator,  but  declined  that  honor,  preferring  to  act  in 
the  Lower  Branch  of  the  Legislature;  accordingly,  he  was 
again  elected  to  the  House  in  that  year,  and  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  session  was  chosen  Speaker.  In  1S44,  he  was  one 
of  the  Delegates  at  Large  from  Pennsylvania  to  the  Baltimore 
Convention,  which  nominated  James  K.  Polk  for  President. 
Great  excitement  prevailed  at  this  time,  owing  to  the  agi- 
tation resulting  from  the  Texas  Annexation  Question  ; and, 
as  the  convention  was  almost  equally  divided  on  this  ques- 
tion, a serious  and  troublous  dissension  seemed  imminent. 
Under  the  existing  circumstances,  the  friends  of  annexation 
appreciated  the  vital  importance  of  securing  for  the  chair- 
manship of  the  convention  one  well  versed  in  parliamentary 
rules,  and  possessing  sufficient  tact  and  courage  to  enforce 
their  observance  in  every  instance.  To  this  important 
position  he  was  elected  temporarily,  ami  so  fully  did  he 
satisfy  all  parties  that  he  was  subsequently  unanimously 
elected  Permanent  Chairman;  and  on  the  adjournment  of 
the  convention,  which  had  been  in  session  for  nearly  a 
week,  he  bade  the  assembled  delegates  farewell  in  an  ad- 
dress at  once  stirring  and  pathetic,  terse  and  eloquent, 
filled  with  wise  counsel  and  loyal  appeals.  Thenceforward, 
until  1S52,  lie  devoted  himself  to  his  professional  duties; 
but  in  the  latter  year  the  public  again  demanded  his  ser- 
vices, and  he  was  elected  to  Congress,  serving  through  his 
term  with  marked  energy  and  ability.  In  1854,  he  was 
re-nominated,  but  suffered  defeat  at  the  hands  of  the 
“ Know  Nothing”  element,  of  whose  policy  lie  had  always 
been  an  uncompromising  opponent.  Retiring  from  public 
life,  he  desired  and  determined  to  pass  the  remainder  of  his 
life  in  the  discharge  of  his  professional  duties;  this  privi- 
lege,  however,  was  denied  him,  and  in  1861,  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  Rebellion,  he  was  again  called  into  the  public 
arena  by  both  political  parties  of  his  di.trict,  and  elected  to 
Congress.  Although  an  ardent  Democrat,  and  consequently 
attached  by  the  strongest  political  lies  to  the  Slate  Rights 
doctrine,  when  the  hour  of  peril  was  at  hand,  he  threw 
aside  all  sectional  feelings  and  distinguished  himself  as  an 
eloquent  and  unceasing  advocate  of  an  undivided  Republic. 
Though  opposing  all  interference  with  domestic  institu- 
tions, regarding  such  interference  as  unadvisable,  his  influ- 
ence was  ever  on  the  side  of  the  Government,  and  he  gave 
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one  of  his  sons  to  battle  for  the  Union  cause.  Shortly  after 
he  had  followed  his  eldest  son  to  a soldier’s  grave,  the  ex- 
citement regarding  “ Vallandigham’s  Peace  Resolutions” 
ensued,  and  in  a speech  delivered  by  him,  January  14th, 
1S63,  he  replied  to  these  resolutions  in  eloquent  language, 
filled  with  fervid  loyalty,  logical  philippics  and  thrilling 
earnestness.  On  this  occasion  he  was  universally  applauded 
for  his  fearless  patriotism,  and  stamped  himself  as  a brave 
and  devoted  advocate  of  right  and  justice.  Retiring  from 
the  Thirty-seventh  Congress,  he  again  withdrew  from  poli- 
tical life,  and  also  from  the  active  duties  of  the  legal  pro- 
fession, desiring  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  toils  and  labors 
in  privacy  and  strict  retirement.  Since  that  time  he  has 
given  to  the  public  an  interesting  work,  entitled,  Historical 
Sketches  of  Plymouth,  Luzerne  County,  Pennsylvania — a 
volume  of  nearly  500  pages,  with  twenty-five  engravings, 
containing  a biography  of  the  old  settlers  of  Plymouth,  por- 
traying their  hardships,  their  tireless  endurance  and  their 
many  conflicts  with  the  hostile  Indians.  The  book  is  one 
of  peculiar  interest  and  value,  especially  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  valley,  lie  has  also  published  a Practical  Treatise 
on  Labor,  a work  embodying  the  thoughts  and  observations 
of  a long  and  varied  experience.  lie  has  ever  been  an 
acknowledged  friend  and  advocate  of  the  laborer  against 
the  encroachments  of  capital  and  political  ostracism.  De- 
spite his  extreme  reluctance,  he  was  chosen,  in  August, 
1S74,  as  the  Congressional  nominee  of  his  party. 


MMON,  ROBERT  ADAMS,  Soldier  and  Ex- 
plorer, was  born  in  Malaga,  Gloucester  county, 
New  Jersey,  June  91I1,  1852.  lie  is  the  son 
of  August  and  C.  W.  Ammon  ; his  great  grand- 
father, Frederick  A.  Ammon,  was  at  one  time 
Minister  to  the  King  of  Germany,  and  his  pic- 
ture, taken  at  that  time,  is  now  in  possession  of  the  Ameri- 
can branch  of  the  family.  Robert  A.  Ammon  was  educated 
at  the  Western  University,  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  and 
the  Capital  University,  at  Columbus,  Ohio.  Of  an  energetic 
and  roving  disposition,  he  early  in  life  made  his  way  to  the 
far  West  and  joined  the  Regular  army.  Dining  his 
service  he  was  engaged  upon  much  severe  duty,  and  whilst 
under  General  Sheridan  he  was  badly  wounded  at  the  fight 
known  as  the  Piegan  Massacre,  January  23d,  1S69.  He 
was  discharged  by  order  of  the  War  Department,  after  nine 
months’  service  as  Chief  Bugler  of  the  2d  United  States 
Cavalry.  After  quitting  the  army,  he  filled  for  some  lime 
the  position  of  Chief  Clerk  in  the  Merchants’  Exchange,  in 
Sin  Francisco,  California,  and  subsequently  connected 
himself  with  the  Fireman’s  Fund  Insurance  Company. 
The  propensity  for  roving  being  too  strong  to  enable  him 
to  be  content  in  one  locality,  he  next  served  as  Purser  on 
the  China  mail  steamer,  and  made  a trip  to  the  Celestial 
Kingdom;  and  upon  his  return  he  visited  Ari/una  about 


the  time  of  the  “ Big  Diamond  Swindle,”  he  being  at  that 
time  in  command  of  a parly  of  twenty-seven  men,  who 
were  in  the  service  of  William  S.  Ralston,  President  of  the 
Bank  of  California.  He  next  visited  South  America,  upon 
a pleasure  trip,  and  on  his  return  assumed  charge  of  the 
Home  Department  of  the  Allemania  Insurance  Company. 
After  continuing  for  a time  in  this  connection,  he  removed 
to  Chicago,  Illinois,  and  associated  himself  with  the  Mer- 
cantile Insurance  Company.  Four  months  later,  he  was 
appointed  to  his  present  honorable  and  highly  responsible 
position  as  General  Agent  for  the  Stales  of  Maryland  and 
Pennsylvania.  During  his  residence  in  California,  he  was 
one  of  fix  e persons  who  started  the  Mercantile  Director,  the 
largest  commercial  and  mercantile  paper  upon  the  Pacific 
coast. 


^OPFER,  NATHANIEL  ALEXANDER,  son  of 
William  and  Hannah  Topper,  was  born  in  Mil- 
lersburg,  Adams  county,  Pennsylvania.  After 
receiving  his  education  at  the  schools  of  Pitts- 
burgh and  Allegheny,  he  started  in  the  business 
of  life,  and  from  1S52  to  1S56  was  variously  en- 
gaged : at  one  time  as  Superintendent  of  a hotel,  next  as 
Clerk  in  a store  at  Warren,  Pennsylvania,  and  then  as  Con- 
tractor for  the  transportation  of  the  United  States  Mail 
from  Dubuque  to  Davenport,  Iowa.  He  subsequently 
placed  a line  of  coaches  upon  the  mail  route,  and  met  with 
most  gratifying  success.  He  next  moved  to  New  Orleans, 
Louisiana,  where  lie  engaged  in  numerous  commercial 
speculations,  and  where  good  fortune  continued  to  attend 
his  every  venture.  Here  he  remained  until  the  inaugura- 
tion of  the  Civil  War,  when  he  removed  to  California  and 
interested  himself  in  the  many  financial  operations  incident 
to  that  country,  most  of  which  resulted  in  his  pecuniary 
benefit.  After  some  time  he  returned  to  New  York,  and 
engaged  successfully  in  business  in  that  city;  from  thence 
he  went  to  Louisville,  Kentucky,  and  remained  there  four 
years.  Finally,  he  reached  his  old  home,  Pittsburgh,  and 
there  settled  down  in  his  present  business,  lie  is  proprie- 
tor of  one  of  the  finest  club  rooms  in  the  country,  and  his 
honesty  and  high  social  qualities  ^render  him  a general 
favorite  with  the  large  circle  of  friends  whom  he  has  made 
both  at  home  and  abroad. 


f 


LARK,  EDWARD,  Architect  of  the  United  States 
Capitol,  was  born  at  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania, 
October  20th,  1822.  Ilis  father,  James  Clark, 
was  a well-known  architect  of  Philadelphia,  who 
designed  and  built  many  of  the  large  public 
buildings  in  that  city.  Ilis  mother  was  a Miss 
Cottman,  of  the  same  city.  He  was  educated  partly  at  the 
public  grammar  schools  of  Philadelphia,  and  partly  by  his 
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uncle,  Thomas  Clark,  the  well-known  editor  of  classical 
and  mathematical  works.  lie  studied  architecture  and 
drawing  under  T.  U.  Walter,  while  that  gentleman  was 
constructing  Girard  College.  lie  removed  with  Mr.  Walter 
to  Washington  in  1851,  when  he  became  Assistant  Architect 
to  the  extension  of  the  Capitol  of  the  United  States.  lie 
was  soon  afterward  made  Superintending  Architect  of  the 
Patent-Office  building  extension;  and  in  1855,  was  made 
Superintendent  of  the  extension  of  the  General  Post-Office 
building.  He  was  continuously  engaged  on  these  works 
until  1865,  when,  after  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Walter,  he 
was  appointed  to  succeed  that  gentleman  as  Architect  of  the 
Capitol,  a position  which  he  still  holds.  He  was  married, 
in  1S60,  to  a daughter  of  lion.  Watson  Freeman,  who  was 
at  that  time  United  States  Marshal  of  Massachusetts,  and 
whose  family  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  Massachu- 
setts Bay  ; and  has  four  children. 


(q'As 

VTfl  EASE,  ABRAM  PER  SEE,  M.  D.,  Physician,  was 
born  at  Massillon,  Ohio,  September  nth,  1S4S. 
llis  father  was  born  at  Aurora,  Portage  county, 
i)  Ohio;  and  his  mother  at  Poughkeepsie,  Dutchess 
^ county,  New  York.  On  the  paternal  side,  he  is 

of  Anglo  Saxon  extraction;  and,  on  the  maternal, 
of  French  descent,  llis  early  education  was  acquired  in 
the  schools  of  his  native  pi  ace  ; at  Cleveland,  Ohio ; and, 
later,  in  the  Wooster  University.  At  the  outbreak  of  the 
Rebellion,  although  but  sixteen  years  of  age,  he  served 
creditably  in  the  hundred  days’  service;  and,  but  for  his 
extreme  youth,  would  have  continued  to  serve  his  country 
in  the  Government  forces.  Subsequently,  he  was  engaged 
for  one  year  in  the  Clerk’s  office  of  Chenango  county,  New 
York,  where  he  was  occupied  in  recording  mortgages,  and 
in  other  incidental  employments  connected  with  his  position 
in  this  department.  Leaving  that  situation,  he  travelled  for 
a period  of  twelve  months;  and,  January  1st,  1S6S,  began 
to  study  medicine.  His  course  of  medical  studies  he  pur- 
sued and  completed  under  the  able  tutorship  of  Professor 
A.  Metz,  of  Massillon.  After  attending  the  customary 
lectures,  studying  and  reading  meanwhile  with  great 
assiduity,  he  graduated  at  Cleveland,  in  the  session  of 
iSjo-’yi.  When  he  had  received  his  degree,  he  became 
associated  in  practice  and  profession  with  his  former  pre- 
ceptor, Professor  Metz,  continuing  with  him  for  more  than 
a year.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time,  he  removed  to 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  has  since  secured  a 
large  and  lucrative  practice.  Although  one  of  the  youngest 
in  the  medical  fraternity,  speaking  of  him  in  connection 
with  his  ability  and  prominence  as  a practitioner,  he  is 
already  noted  for  his  acquaintance  with  the  more  difficult 
and  complicated  problems  and  questions  of  his  vocation, 
and  has  won  many  encomiums  from  veteran  associates  by 
his  skilful  management  of  trying  and  perplexing  cases. 
68 


Apart  from  his  professional  acquirements,  he  possesses  an 
unusual  knowledge  of  many  branches  of  general  literature  ; 
is  scholarly  and  courteous  in  his  deportment ; and  always 
calm,  reliant  and  self-possessed  in  the  chamber  of  the 
invalid. 
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ROBERT,  Merchant,  was  born  in  the  county 
of  Derry,  Ireland,  January  201I1,  1814.  llis 
ancestry  on  the  paternal  side  was  Scotch-Irish, 
and  on  the  maternal,  English.  llis  education 
was  acquired  at  the  Academical  Institute,  in 
Belfast,  Ireland.  Upon  the  completion  of  his 
course  of  studies,  he  came  to  the  United  States  in  iSjl, 
and,  in  his  seventeenth  year,  found  occupation  in  the  dry 
goods  business  in  Philadelphia.  At  the  expiration  of  three 
years,  he,  in  1 S 3 4 , removed  to  Pittsburgh,  where  he  entered 
the  employ  of  George  R.  White.  In  this  position  he 
remained  for  about  seven  years.  In  1841,  he  engaged  in 
the  straw  and  millinery  business,  and,  under  the  firm-name 
of  John  Orr  & Co.,  continued  in  that  trade  until  January, 
1861.  He  then  became  a member  of  the  new  firm  of 
White,  Orr  &:  Co.,  successors  to  George  R.  White  & Co., 
the  oldest  dry  goods  firm  in  Pittsburgh.  In  this  connection 
he  continued  until  his  decease,  August  2d,  1S73.  He  was 
a member  of  the  Prison  Reform  Association,  and  President 
of  the  Allegheny  County  Association  for  some  time  previous 
to  his  death,  contributing  both  money  and  labor  toward  the 
advancement  of  that  cause.  For  many  years  previous  to 
his  association  with  the  firm  of  White,  Orr  & Co.,  he  had 
been  a Director  of  the  Citizens’  Bank  of  Pittsburgh. 
Throughout  his  life,  he  was  honored  and  respected  as  an 
enterprising  and  loyal  citizen,  and  an  able  business  man. 


f^NOWDEN,  REV.  EBENEZER  HAZARD, 
7<CV®  Clergyman,  named  after  Ebenezer  Hazard,  the 
first  Postmaster-General  under  the  United  States 
Government,  was  born  at  Princeton,  New  Jersey, 
June  271I1,  1799;  and,  when  a child,  removed  to 
New  Hartford,  Oneida  county,  New  York.  llis 
father  was  Samuel  Finley  Snowden,  who  was  Treasurer  of 
the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  and  distinguished  for 
his  many  talents  and  attainments.  llis  family  was  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Arch  street,  Philadelphia,  of  which  the  well  known  Dr. 
Ashbel  Green  was  at  one  time  pastor  and  director.  llis 
father  and  four  brothers  were  graduates  of  Princeton  College, 
and  were  also  prominent  members  of  the  Clio  Society;  his 
father,  moreover,  was  the  first  pastor  of  the  First  Presby- 
terian congregation  of  Princeton,  New  Jersey.  llis  mother 
was  Susan  Bayard  Breese,  daughter  of  Samuel  S.  Breese, 
of  Shrewsbury,  New  Jersey.  Her  si.-4ers  were  Mrs.  Nancy 
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Morse,  wife  of  Dr.  Jedediah  Morse,  the  geographer,  and 
mother  of  Professor  S.  F.  B.  Morse,  the  inventor  of  the 
magnetic  telegraph,  and  Mrs.  Josiah  Salisbury,  whose 
daughter  was  the  wife  of  President  Woolsey,  of  Yale  College. 
In  1814,  Ebenezer  Snowden  entered  upon  a course  of  studies 
at  Hamilton  College;  and,  upon  graduating  in  the  class  of 
1818,  delivered  at  the  commencement  an  English  oration 
which  won  him  many  encomiums.  Subsequently,  he  engaged 
in  the  study  of  the  law,  and,  upon  the  completion  of  his 
course,  was  licensed  to  practice  during  the  session  of  the 
Supreme  Court  at  Utica,  New  York.  Previous  to  this  time, 
he  was  deeply  exercised  on  the  subject  of  religion ; ex- 
perienced a material  change  in  his  thoughts  and  convictions, 
and  finally  connected  himself  with  the  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Sackett's  Harbor,  his  father  being  then  the  pastor  of  that 
organization.  During  that  season  he  was  strongly  inclined 
to  the  Gospel  ministry,  but  concluded  to  suspend  his  deci- 
sion, and  leave  the  issue  to  the  progress  of  his  feelings  and 
resolves.  Removing  to  Nashville,  Tennessee,  he  entered 
upon  the  active  practice  of  the  law;  but,  believing  himself 
called  to  the  ministry,  he  repaired  to  the  Princeton  Seminary 
in  older  to  pursue  a course  of  theological  studies.  In  due 
lime  he  was  licensed  by  the  Presbytery  of  New  York  ; and 
a year  later,  was  ordained  by  the  same  Presbytery.  Subse- 
quently, he  moved  to  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  where  he 
remained  several  years,  and  was  installed  pastor,  being  at 
that  time  the  only  Presbyterian  minister  in  East  Florida. 
During  his  ministry  the  church  edifice  was  built  and  occu- 
pied ; and,  owing  to  his  indefatigable  and  ardent  exertions, 
a great  revival  of  religious  feeling  was  inaugurated.  On 
his  return  from  the  South,  he  was  installed  over  the  Presby- 
terian Church  of  Brownsville,  Jefferson  county,  New  York; 
here  also  his  presence,  admonitions  and  earnest  appeals 
produced  their  proper  effect,  and  the  inclination  toward  a 
religious  and  moral  condition  was  greatly  developed  in  this 
section  of  the  State.  While  a member  of  the  Old  School 
Presbyterian  Convention  of  1S37,  in  Philadelphia,  he  was 
invited  by  the  Rev.  John  Darranse  to  visit  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Kingston,  in  the  Wyoming  Valley,  Luzerne 
county,  Pennsylvania.  Later,  lie  accepted  a call  from  its 
congregation,  and  in  the  fall  of  1837,  was  installed  as  its 
spiritual  director.  lie  was  a Commissioner  to  the  Grand 
Assembly  of  1838,  when  the  New  School  went  out  from  the 
Church.  A much-needed  church  edifice  was  built  at  Kings- 
ton, and  a revival  of  religion  greatly  strengthened  the  con- 
gregation. 1 1 is  next  place  of  settlement  was  Warren, 

Bradford  county,  Pennsylvania,  where  the  Church  was 
divided,  and  where  he  soon  effected  a complete  reconcilia- 
tion. Subsequently,  he  raised  a considerable  amount  of 
money,  to  be  used  for  the  erection  of  a new  church  in 
Woodstown,  New  Jersey;  but,  losing  his  property  and 
residence  by  fire,  he  abandoned  the  work,  leaving  to  others 
its  erection  and  completion.  Soon  after  his  return  to  the 
valley  of  Wyoming,  he  preached  at  Plymouth,  where  a con- 
gregation was  speedily  gathered,  a church  organized,  and  a 


house  of  worship  built-;  in  the  beginning  the  members  were 
few  in  number,  but  in  a short  time  their  roll  increased  to  a 
large  and  unexpected  extent.  At  present,  he  is  engaged  in 
building  up  a Presbyterian  congregation  at  Larksville,  in  the 
eastern  part  of  Plymouth  township,  where  a neat  and  con- 
venient sanctuary  has  been  completed  and  paid  for,  on  a 
superb  site  given  for  the  purpose  by  the  Delaware  & 1 Itulson 
Canal  .Company  ; this  church  possesses  also  a large  Sabbath- 
school,  and  an  excellent  library.  The  corporation  name  is 
“ The  Snowden  Memorial  Presbyterian  Church  of  Larkes- 
ville,”  this  name  being  adopted  as  commemorative  of  the 
fact  that  it  is  the  third  Presbyterian  Church  erected  by  his 
instrumentality  in  the  valley  of  Wyoming.  He  was  married 
at  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  to  Elizabeth  Smith,  daughter  of 
Waters  Smith,  United  States  Marshal ; and  after  her  death, 
a second  time  to  Caroline  Adams,  of  Newburgh,  New  York, 
a distant  relative  on  the  paternal  side  of  John  Quincy 
Adams. 


ICE,  ELLIOTT  WARNER,  Brigadier-General 
and  Brevet  Major-General,  United  States  Volun- 
teers, was  born  at  Allegheny  City,  Pennsylvania, 
November  13th,  1S35.  On  his  father’s  side  he 
was  descended  from  Deacon  Edmund  Rice,  who 
settled  in  Connecticut  about  1635,  and  on  his 
s side,  from  the  Chapman  family,  w ho  were  among 
the  early  settlers  of  New  York  State,  being  of  mixed  Scotch 
and  Welsh  descent.  He  removed  with  his  parents  to 
Martinsville,  Ohio,  in  1S36.  1 1 is  early  education  was 

received  at  an  academy  at  Wheeling,  Virginia,  and  at  the 
age  of  eighteen,  he  entered  Franklin  College,  at  Athens, 
Ohio,  where  he  remained  one  year.  In  the  fall  of  1S55,  he 
removed  to  CLkaloosa,  Iowa,  and  studied  law  until  1S57, 
with  his  brother,  who  was  afterward  Attorney-General  of 
Iowa,  when  he  W'ent  to  Albany,  New  York,  and  remained 
a year  at  the  law  school  of  the  Albany  University;  he 
graduated  in  185s,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  New  York  ; he  then  returned  to  low  a, 
and  practised  law  with  his  brother  until  the  breaking  out 
of  the  Rebellion,  when  he  enlisted,  in  July,  1861,  as  a 
private  in  the  7th  Iow'a  Infantry.  From  a Sergeant,  he  was 
promoted,  in  August,  1S61,  Major  of  the  same  regiment, 
and  was  engaged  at  the  battle  of  Belmont,  November  7th, 
1S61,  where  he  was  severely  wounded  in  the  right  leg, 
while  leading  a charge  on  the  lines.  He  rejoined  his  com- 
mand before  his  wound  healed,  and  was  engaged  at  the 
battle  of  Fort  Henry,  Tennessee,  February  6th,  1862,  and 
Fort  Donelson,  February  15th  and  1 6th , 1S62.  In  the 
latter  battle  he  was  unable  to  walk,  and  participated  in  the 
charge  of  the  15th,  on  his  crutches.  Thence  he  proceeded 
with  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  to  Shiloh,  w here  he  w as 
engaged  in  the  actions  of  April  6lh  and  7th,  1862.  In  the 
meantime,  he  had  been  promoted  Colonel  of  his  regiment. 
He  was  engaged  in  the  siege  of  Corinth,  April  30th  to  May 
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30th,  1S62,  and  after  the  evacuation  of  the  place  pursued 
the  rebels  to  Boonville,  Mississippi.  He  then  returned  to 
Corinth,  and  was  engaged  in  the  action  at  Iuka,  September 
19th  and  20th,  1862,  and  in  the  fights  at  Corinth,  October 
3d  and  4th.  During  the  winter  of  iS62-’63,  he  remained 
at  or  near  Corinth,  and  was  then  engaged  in  garrisoning 
the  railroad  from  Lagrange  to  Memphis  until  September, 
1863.  During  this  period  he  was  at  times  commanding 
the  brigade,  and  in  July  and  August  was  commanding  the 
sub-district,  with  head-quarters  at  Bethel,  Tennessee.  The 
command  at  this  time  was  the  First  Brigade,  Second  Divi- 
sion of  the  Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  left  wing,  commanded  by 
General  Dodge.  In  the  fill  of  1S63,  the  command  moved, 
z'.'d  Iuka,  to  Pulaski,  Tennessee,  and  thence  to  Chattanooga 
in  November,  arriving  after  the  battles  at  that  place.  He 
was  engaged  in  garrison  at  various  points  during  the  winter 
of  1863-64,  and  was  actively  employed  in  the  Atlanta  cam- 
paign in  Georgia,  from  April  27th  to  September  2d,  1S64. 
During  this  campaign  he  was  most  of  the  time  in  com- 
mand of  a brigade,  and  was  engaged  at  the  actions  of 
Resaca,  Lay’s  Ferry,  Oostanaula  River,  Rome  Cross  Roads, 
Dallas,  Kenesaw  Mountain,  and  Nickajack  Creek,  Chat- 
tahoochie  River,  July  3d  to  21st;  before  Atlanta,  July  22d 
till  September  2d;  and  Jonesboro,  August  31st  and  Septem- 
ber 1st,  1S64.  During  a portion  of  the  campaign  he  was 
commanding  a division,  and  just  before  the  fall  of  Atlanta 
he  was  made  a Brigadier-General  of  volunteers.  During 
the  famous  “march  to  the  sea”  he  was  almost  continuously 
engaged  in  skirmishing,  until  the  arrival  at,  and  capture  of, 
Savannah.  In  the  march  from  Savannah  to  North  Caro- 
lina, until  the  surrender  of  the  Rebel  Army  at  Jonesboro’, 
he  participated  in  numerous  actions,  and  at  the  battles  of 
Lynch’s  Creek  and  Bentonville,  North  Carolina.  After  the 
grand  review  of  the  armies  at  Washington,  in  May,  1865, 
his  command  proceeded  to  Louisville,  Kentucky,  where 
the  troops  were  mustered  out  in  July  and  August  of  that 
year.  In  September,  1S65,  he  was  mustered  out  of  service, 
with  the  additional  brevet  rank  of  Major-General,  to  date 
from  March  13th,  1865,  for  gallant  and  distinguished  ser- 
vices during  the  Rebellion.  He  returned  to  his  home  in 
Iowa,  but  soon  afterward  removed  to  Washington,  District 
of  Columbia,  where  his  duties  required  his  presence  as  a 
Director  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad,  and  as  Attorney 
for  the  road ; and  afterward  he  entered  on  the  practice  of 
the  law  in  that  city,  where  he  now  resides.  lie  has  never 
married. 


OODWARD,  THOMAS  CARRINGTON,  Prit 
cipal  Examiner  United  States  Patent  Office,  w: 
born  near  Westchester,  Chester  county,  Pennsy 
vania,  September  30th,  1829.  His  early  educ: 
lion  was  at  common  schools  and  academies;  sul 
sequcnlly,  he  entered  Union  College,  New  Yorl 
and,  in  July,  1S54,  graduated  under  the  Rev.  Eliphah 
Noll,  D.  D.,  LL.D.j  President,  and  received  the  degree  o 


A.  B.  He  also  studied  and  practised  mechanical  and  civil 
engineering,  under  Professor  Foster  and  W.  M.  Gillespie, 
LL.D.,  both  distinguished  authors  and  engineers.  Until 
1S56,  he  was  engaged  in  various  business  operations,  when 
he  became  Associate  Principal  of  Unionville  Academy,  in 
Chester  county,  and  held  the  position  until  1858.  In  that 
year  he  moved  to  Iowa,  and  established  and  was  Principal 
of  the  Ottumwa  Seminary,  which  he  conducted  until  1861, 
when  his  Alma  Mater  conferred  upon  him  the  honorary  de- 
gree of  A.  M.  In  the  meantime  he  was  repeatedly  elected 
President  of  the  Public  School  Board  of  the  city.  He  also 
became  interested  in  the  mercantile  business,  which  he  con- 
tinued until  1S62.  Being  identified  with  the  Republican 
party,  he  became  concerned  in  politics,  and,  in  September, 
1S62,  was  appointed  by  Governor  Kirkwood  Major  of  the 
36th  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  joined  the  regiment  in 
rendezvous  at  Keokuk.  He  was  detailed  on  a Board  of 
Court  Martial,  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  in  October,  1S62; 
served  on  garrison  duty  at  Fort  Pickering,  Memphis,  Ten- 
nessee, until  January,  1S63;  also  at  Fort  Curtis,  Helena, 
Arkansas,  until  February,  1863,  when  lie  entered  the  Thir- 
teenth Army  Corps,  under  Major-General  McClernand,  in 
General  Grant’s  command.  He  was  engaged  on  the  Yazoo 
Pass  expedition,  and  participated  in  the  siege  of  Vicks- 
burg until  the  assault  on  Fort  Pemberton,  when  he  was  so 
severely  injured  that  he  was  forced  to  resign  his  commis- 
sion, in  June,  1863.  He  then  returned  to  Ottumwa,  and, 
from  1S63  to  1S69,  was  occupied  in  speculation  in  Iowa, 
Pennsylvania  and  Kansas.  In  1864,  he  was  elected  by  the 
Iowa  Legislature,  in  joint  session,  one  of  the  Regents  of 
the  Iowa  State  University,  and  filled  the  trust  until  1867. 
He  removed  to  Washington  in  1S69,  and  was  appointed, 
in  December,  Second  Assistant  Examiner  in  the  United 
States  Patent  Office,  and  assigned  to  the  Division  of 
Hydraulics  and  Pneumatics.  Having  studied  law  from 
1858  to  1S61,  he  graduated  at  the  Columbian  College  Law 
School,  in  June,  1870,  and  was  admitted,  in  October,  1S70, 
to  the  bar  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 
In  January,  1S72,  he  was  promoted  to  First  Assistant  Exam- 
iner, and  assigned  to  the  Division  of  Mechanical  Engi- 
neering; in  June,  1S72,  he  became  Principal  Examiner, 
and  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  Division  of  Railroad  Roll- 
ing Stock,  Traction  Vehicles,  and  Locomotive  Engineering. 


4> 


^tp^^RANKLIN,  JOHN,  Colonel  in  the  Revolutionary 
Army,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  Connecticut, 
was  born  in  Canaan,  Litchfield  county,  Con- 
necticut, in  the  middle  of  the  last  century.  In 
1774,  he  removed  to  Plymouth,  Luzerne  county, 
Pennsylvania,  bringing  with  him  his  wife  and 
and,  in  all  probability,  accompanied  by  his 
brothers,  one  of  whom,  in  the  following  year,  was  slain  at 
the  battle  of  Nanticoke.  Removing  thence  in  the  spring 
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of  1775,  he  penetrated  alone  into  the  wilderness,  and  on 
the  hanks  of  Huntington  creek,  now  embraced  within  the 
township  of  that  name,  erected  his  log  cabin,  cleared  several 
acres  of  ground,  and  sowed  them  with  grain.  Later,  he 
participated  actively  in  Plunket’s  battle  ; and,  at  the  head 
of  his  company,  under  the  famous  Sullivan,  fought  valiantly 
against  those  who  had  slain  his  friends  and  relatives  on  the 
\Y  yoming  battle-field.  Early  in  1776,  his  wife  and  family 
removed  to  the  hut  which  he  had  prepared  for  them;  and 
from  that  time  until  he  was  arrested  by  the  Tories  and  im- 
prisoned at  Philadelphia,  he  resided  with  them  at  Hunting- 
ton  creek,  surrounded  by  hostile  Indians  and  Royalists. 
The  following  short  extract  from  Miner's  History  presents 
a characteristic  view  of  his  mode  of  life  during  this  momen- 
tous period  : “ Not  long  after  his  removal  to  Wyoming,  his 
wife  died,  leaving  three  small  children,  one  an  infant  of  a 
week  old.  Having  no  person  to  take  care  of  them,  he  de- 
termined to  place  them  in  charge  of  his  kind  friends  in 
Canaan.  Harnessing  a horse  to  a little  cart,  he  put  in  the 
three  children,  tied  a cow  by  the  horns  to  follow,  and  drove 
on,  having  a cup  in  which,  as  occasion  required,  he  milked 
the  cow  and  fed  the  babe.  Thus  he  travelled  the  rough 
way,  more  than  two  hundred  miles,  in  safety,  exhibiting  all 
the  patience  and  tenderness  that  might  be  expected  from  a 
mother.”  He  was  opposed  to  accepting  the  confirming  law 
of  17S7  ; and,  during  a meeting  held  at  Wilkesbarre,  Jude 
Ilollenback,  who  was  an  ardent  partisan  of  this  measure, 
angered  by  his  persistent  refusals  to  advocate  the  advisa- 
bility of  the  law,  struck  him  with  a loaded  whip.  Ulti- 
mately, however,  his  opinions  prevailed  and  were  accepted 
as  correct  and  just  by  the  majority  of  those  interested  in 
the  application  and  operation  of  that  law.  When  Patterson 
expelled  the  Connecticut  people  from  the  valley,  in  17S4, 
he  was  advancing  in  his  canoe  to  meet  Congress  at  Anna- 
polis; upon  the  return  of  the  patriots  they  encamped  in 
Kingston,  oti  the  banks  of  Abraham’s  creek,  where  they 
erected  four  strong  log  structures  for  both  occupation  and 
defence.  When  Armstrong  attacked  this  position  he  met 
with  a strong  resistance,  and  was  compelled  to  retreat ; on 
this  occasion,  William  Jackson,  an  intimate  and  valued 
friend  of  Franklin,  was  severely  wounded  ; seeing  this,  the 
latter,  then  Captain  and  Commander  of  the  fortification, 
took  upon  himself  an  oath  full  of  pathos  and  solemnity : 

“ I will  never  lay  down  my  arms  until  death  shall  arrest 
my  hand,  or  Patterson  anil  Armstrong  be  expelled  from 
Wyoming,  the  people  restored  to  their  rights  of  possession, 
and  a legal  trial  guaranteed  to  every  citizen  by  the  Consti- 
tution, by  justice,  and  by  law.”  Later,  at  “ a parade  on 
Shawnee,”  he  was  unanimously  appointed  Colonel  of  the 
regiment,  and  became  one  of  the  most  admired  and  trusted 
leaders  of  the  Revolutionary  heroes.  The  general  scope 
and  tenor  of  the  compromising  law  of  1799  owed  their 
origin  to  his  efforts  ; and,  as  a member  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  that  year,  he  evinced  admirable  qualities  of  mind 
and  heart.  For  the  four  succeeding  Assemblies,  terminat- 


ing in  1S03,  he  was  also  one  of  the  most  active  and  fearless 
members.  Throughout  the  eventful  period  elapsing  be- 
tween 1774  and  1S31,  when  he  died  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
two  years,  he  was  ever  prominent  as  a gifted  and  dauntless 
exponent  and  defender  of  American  liberties  and  rights ; 
possessing  an  amiable  and  generous  heart,  he  was  easily 
stirred  to  wrath  by  wrong  and  oppression  ; and  his  chronicle 
as  settler,  soldier  and  official,  is  filled  with  deeds  of  noble- 
ness and  loyalty  and  unfailing  courage.  Ilis  was  an  acute 
and  capacious  intellect,  and  in  the  exercise  of  its  unerring 
faculties,  when  exposing  the  evil  hidden  in  the  fallacies  of 
the  Trenton  Decree,  dealt  a death-blow  to  trickery  and  cor- 
ruption. Almost  entirely  a self-educated  man,  his  natural 
abilities,  developed  by  stirring  experience  and  keen  powers 
of  observation  daily  exercised,  made  him  more  than  a 
match  for  some  of  the  shrewdest  men  of  his  time.  In 
those  memorable  days,  the  Legislative  body  met  at  Lan- 
caster, Pennsylvania,  and  along  the  dangerous  and  rugged 
route  leading  thither  from  his  home  Colonel  Franklin’s  tall 
and  muscular  figure  was  constantly  looked  for  by  the  ad- 
miring inhabitants,  who  would  greet  him  with  smiles  and 
cheers.  Throughout  Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut  he  was 
renowned  as  “the  Great  Yankee  Hero,”  invincible  on  the 
field  and  in  the  Assembly. 


ONES,  ISAAC,  President  of  the  Real  Estate  Saving 
Bank  of  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  and  Steel 
Manufacturer,  was  born  in  Cardigan  Spire,  South 
Wales,  January  25th,  1S07.  Ilis  parents  were 
natives  of  South  Wales,  and  possessed  the  affec- 
tion and  admiration  of  a large  circle  of  friends 
and  acquaintances.  Ilis  earlier  education  was  acquired 
abroad,  and,  in  October,  1S30,  while  in  his  twenty-fourth 
year,  he  left  his  native  country  and  came  to  the  United 
States.  Two  years  later,  in  August,  1S32,  he  visited  Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania,  and  ultimately  selected  that  city  as  a 
permanent  abiding  place.  Here  he  began  and  completed 
a more  thorough  course  of  studies,  and  learned  the  trade 
of  machinist.  While  occupied  in  this  manner,  he  evinced 
those  powers  of  quick  perception,  the  shrewd  perseverance, 
and  the  technical  ingenuity,  by  whose  means  he  has  since 
acquired  such  a large  share  of  fame  and  fortune.  In  1S40, 
being  at  this  date  thirty-three  years  of  age,  he  began  the 
manufacturing  of  steel ; and  was  engaged  in  this  business 
in  Pittsburgh  until  1S65.  During  this  time  he  was  emi- 
nently successful  in  the  production  of  all  grades  of  the  finest 
quality,  and  was  indefatigable  in  his  efforts  to  manufacture 
an  article  which  should  eclipse  the  merits  of  every  other  ; 
to  achieve  this  desirable  and  important  end,  it  was  necessary 
to  exercise  the  closest  attention,  the  minutest  research,  and 
the  most  patient  laboriousness;  in  none  of  these  required 
ptalilicalions  was  he  deficient,  and  in  due  time  his  com 
mendable  clfurls  met  with  a signal  and  deserved  success. 
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The  indirect,  and  also  direct  good,  arising  from  such  ope- 
rations is  scarcely  appreciable  by  those  unacquainted  with 
the  more  important  generalities  and  details  of  the  steel 
manufacturing  industry  ; but  from  those  who  are  in  a posi- 
tion which  enables  them  to  judge  rightly  concerning  the 
value  of  his  enterprise  and  experience,  he  will  receive  high 
praise  and  grateful  commendation.  For  sixteen  years  he 
was  a member  of  the  City  Council ; and  of  one  branch  was 
chosen  President.  While  acting  in  this  latter  responsible 
capacity,  his  actions  and  deportment  were  marked  by  great 
ability  and  firmness.  lie  was  a member  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Board  for  several  years,  also  President  of  the  Pittsburgh  A 
Steubenville  Railroad  Company.  For  many  years  he  was 
on  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  National  Bank,  and  for  tile- 
past  twelve  years  has  acted  as  the  President  of  the  Real 
Estate  Savings  Bank  of  Pittsburgh.  In  the  discharge  of 
the  various  functions  and  manifold  duties  attached  to  these 
positions,  he  has  ever  distinguished  himself  by  his  unde- 
viating integrity  and  efficient  administration  ; while  in  his 
relations  with  all,  whether  as  business  man,  official,  or 
citizen,  his  record  is  without  stain  or  blemish.  lie  is  an 
able  and  active  mover  in  matters  conducive  to  improvement 
in  alfairs  moral,  educational  and  political;  and  interests 
himself  generously  in  the  welfare  of  the  poor  and  deserving. 


^"^OUSTON,  GEORGE  PORTER,  Captain  and 
Brevet  Major  of  Marines,  United  States  Navy, 
was  born  at  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  September 
12th,  1839.  1 1 is  father  was  Dr.  Samuel  A. 

Houston,  who  was  for  many  years  an  Examiner 
in  the  Auditor’s  Office  for  the  Post-Office  Depart- 
ment at  Washington.  His  mother  was  a Miss  Humes,  of 
Lancaster,  a niece  of  ex-Govcrnor  George  Porter — after 
whom  the  Captain  was  named — and  on  both  sides  his  family 
was  descended  from  old  families  of  the  Scotch  Covenanter 
immigration.  He  was  educated  at  various  private  schools 
and  seminaries  until  1857,  when,  under  orders  of  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  '1'oucy,  he  entered  the  Washington  Navy  Yard 
to  study  naval  engineering.  After  one  year  of  study,  he 
passed  his  examination  and  was  appointed  Third  Assistant 
Engineer  in  May,  1858.  He  was  attached  to  the  frigate 
“ Minnesota,”  and  made  a cruise  in  that  vessel  in  the  East 
Indies,  when,  his  health  failing,  he  resigned  and  returned 
home  in  February,  i860.  October  23d,  1S60,  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  President  Buchanan  Second  Lieutenant  of  Ma- 
rines, and  was  ordered  to  duty  at  head-quarters  of  the  corps, 
at  Washington.  He  remained  at  this  point  until  April, 
1861,  when  he  was  sent  with  a detachment  on  the  sloop 
“ Pawnee,”  under  Captain  Rowan — now  Vice-Admiral — to 
Norfolk,  Virginia,  and  assisted  in  the  destruction  of  the 
property  and  stores  at  that  yard,  to  prevent  their  falling  into 
the  hands  of  the  rebels.  Returning,  he  commanded  the 
guard  at  the  Washington  Navy  Yard  until  May  30th,  1S61, 


when  he  was  ordered  to  the  New  York  yard  on  the  same 
duty.  July  1st,  1861,  he  was  ordered  on  board  the  sloop- 
of-war  “Jamestown,”  at  Philadelphia;  sailed  thence  to 
Charleston  for  orders,  and  after  remaining  off  Savannah  till 
August,  was  sent  to  Fernandina,  Florida,  where  the  ship 
remained  until  October,  1S61.  During  this  time  he  parti- 
cipated in  a boat  expedition  which  chased,  captured  and 
destroyed  the  barque  “ Alvarado  ” — a prize  of  the  rebel 
cruiser  “Jeff.  Davis” — under  the  heavy  fire  of  the  rebel 
batteries.  He  returned  North  in  the  “ Jamestown,”  and 
was  thence  ordered,  in  the  same  vessel,  on  blockade,  off 
Wilmington,  North  Carolina.  lie  remained  on  this  station 
until  May,  1S62,  when  he  returned  North,  and  in  June  fol- 
lowing was  detached  and  ordered  to  the  head-quarters  at 
Washington,  to  instruct  the  newly-appointed  officers  of  his 
corps.  In  the  meantime,  September  1st,  1861,  he  had  been 
promoted  First  Lieutenant.  In  September,  1S62,  he  was 
ordered  to  Admiral  Wilkes’  Flying  Squadron,  on  board  the 
flag-ship  “ Wachusett,'  and  was  in  the  West  Indies  in 
chase  of  rebel  cruisers  until  July,  1S63.  During  this 
period,  in  December,  1S62,  a slaver  was  discovered  at  Mu- 
heures,  Mexico,  which  was  about  being  sold  to  the  rebels; 
Admiral  Wilkes  sent  Houston  on  board  with  fifteen  ma- 
rines, and  these  obtained  possession  of  the  vessel  and  as- 
sisted the  Lieutenant,  who  got  the  ship  under  weigh  and 
out  of  port,  when  she  was  surrendered  formally  by  Lieuten- 
ant Houston  to  the  Admiral  as  a prize  off  the  coast  of  Yu- 
catan. He  was  next,  in  August,  1S63,  sent  to  the  Navy 
Yard  at  Pensacola,  Florida;  while  there,  he  commanded  in 
several  expeditions  up  the  Blackwater  and  the  Escambia 
rivers,  and  destroyed  the  principal  salt  and  other  important 
works  of  the  rebels.  In  December,  1S63,  he  was  invalided 
home  to  Philadelphia  from  the  effects  of  yellow  fever,  and, 
in  January,  1S64,  was  ordered  to  the  sloop-of  war  “ Brook- 
lyn,” Captain  Alden.  He  was  promoted  Captain,  February 
6th,  1S64.  The  “Brooklyn”  was  sent,  in  May,  1864,  to 
the  blockading  fleet  off  Mobile,  and  he  participated  in  the 
fights  with  the  rebel  iron-clad  ram  “ Tennessee,”  the 
“ Selma,”  the  bombardment  and  capture  of  Forts  Morgan 
and  Gaines,  from  August  51b  to  August  23d,  1864.  During 
these  fights  the  “ Brooklyn  ” was  struck  fifty-six  times,  re- 
ducing her  almost  to  a wreck,  and  she  was  sent  North  for 
repairs.  In  October,  1864,  the  “ Brooklyn  ” joined  Admi- 
ral Porter’s  fleet  in  Hampton  Roads,  and  participated  in 
the  attacks  on  Fort  Fisher,  December  24th  and  25th,  1864, 
and  in  the  attack  and  capture,  January  13th,  14th  and  15th, 
1865.  He  was  detached  February  1st,  1S65,  and  ordered 
to  the  New  York  barracks,  and  in  May  following  to  the 
temporary  command  at  the  Philadelphia  barracks.  In 
August,  1865,  he  was  ordered  to  the  head-quarters  at  Wash- 
ington, and  in  October,  on  recruiting  duty  at  Philadelphia. 
From  here,  in  June,  1S67,  he  was  ordered  to  the  frigate 
“ Minnesota,”  Commodore  Alden  commanding,  on  a sp<- 
cial  cruise  to  Europe,  which  lasted  until  February,  186S, 
when  he  was  detached  and  sent  to  the  New  York  Navy 


: ■'  . J-.  i - i Jf.  > . : i '..>()  )i  : 


' 1 T V > Y ■■  .’•!  -|J  i;, , •'.)[)  fi-.v  ;>rf  i ftv; 

"!•  :ii:  'I  ! I 01  Ji-j  ,'fi  jr 

■ J4.0’  ni  I ■ -j ; - * i 

•jrii  • /■.  u<  • 

' - ■'!  ■ »'  t.  hut.’  . •!  t>»f  ii:-dv<  ,•  ..  i.  j • •• : t 


■!)  V'  M.  ■ (ft  v 

«-i"  ' ; rUii  i j (iiuJsi.li  , 

■k!J  • :ww  Y.ijil-  t tjjbf  -ft:’  111.  <1  k tl/ffin-j  thill  •/  :I 

■91  HIU  -II..'  i ..j 

1 . V ! M !li  JIM-  ' 1 V ;ff  , ,1 

■ rtr  .*■  ' ■ /'f  (li  • . -vj;.).  ,irt 


. 


,,'n  ■- ■ 1 1 !:■  •":  ' dF ’ t ' 


542 


BIOGRAPHICAL  ENCYCLOPAEDIA. 


Yard.  December  30th,  1S69,  lie  was  ordered  to  command 
the  marines  on  the  Darien  Canal  Exploring  Expedition, 
under  Commander  T.  O.  Selfridge,  to  determine  available 
canal  routes,  and  was  detached  in  October,  1S70,  and  sent 
to  the  receiving  ship  “ Vermont,”  at  New  York.  In  Sep- 
tember, 1S71,  he  was  ordered  to  command  the  marines  of 
the  European  Squadron,  on  board  the  frigate  “ Wabash,” 
and  returned  to  the  United  States  in  August,  1S73.  In  the 
following  November,  he  was  ordered  to  the  command  of 
the  Marine  Guard  at  the  Washington  Navy  Yard,  where 
lie  was  stationed  in  August,  1S74. 


\7G,  JAMES,  M.  D.,  Physician,  was  born  in  Led- 
ford county,  Pennsylvania,  January  iSth,  1S16. 

1 1 is  father  was  John  King,  iron  master,  a very 
prominent  and  influential  citizen  and  business 
man.  Ilis  education  was  acquired  at  the'Ledford 
Classical  and  Mathematical  Academy,  then  pre- 
sided over  by  the  Rev.  Boynard  R.  Ilall,  well  known  for 
his  scholarly  attainments  and  able  administration.  lie 
subsequently  studied  medicine  in  Lexington,  Kentucky, 
under  the  guidance  of  Dr.  Benjamin  W.  Dudley,  the  dis- 
tinguished American  Litliotomist  and  Professor  of  Anatomy 
and  Surgery  in  the  Pennsylvania  University.  Upon  the 
completion  of  a course  of  studies  in  this  institution,  he 
graduated,  and,  March  14th,  1S3S,  tobk  his  degree  in 
medicine,  lie  immediately  commenced  the  practice  of  his ; 
profession  in  Ilollidaysburg,  Pennsylvania;  in  I S44,  how- 
ever, he  moved  thence  to  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  resided  for  about  six  years,  securing  a large  and  lucra- 
tive practice;  during  a portion  of  the  time  passed  there,  he 
was  Lecturer,  in  the  College  of  Washington,  on  Anatomy, 
Physiology  and  Hygiene.  His  health  being  undermined 
by  a severe  attack  of  fever,  lie  resigned  his  chair  in  the 
institution,  and  in  1S50  removed  to  Pittsburgh,  Pennsyl- 
vania. Until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War,  he  prac- 
tised his  profession  in  that  city;  then,  influenced  by  ardent 
patriotic  motives,  entered  the  service  of  the  United  States 
as  a Surgeon.  He  was  successively  Surgeon  at  Camp 
Curtin,  Division  Surgeon  of  the  State,  and  Medical  Director 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  a position  which  he  occupied 
during  the  major  portion  of  the  time  elapsing  between  the' 
date  of  their  mustering  in  to  co-operate  with  the  Govern- 
ment forces  and  the  occurrence  of  the  battle  of  Antietam. 
lie  participated  actively  in  all  their  battles  and  operations 
up  to  that  time,  when,  at  the  request  of  Governor  Curtin, 
he  was  mustered  out  of  the  United  Stales  service,  in  order 
to  take  the  position  of  Surgeon  General  of  the  State.  This 
honorable  and  responsible  office  he  held  until  August  1st, 
1S64,  when  lie  resigned,  desiring  to  resume  his  private 
practice  at  Pittsburgh.  As  Surgeon-General,  he  was 
charged  with  the  examination  of  the  medical  officers  sent 
by  the  State  into  the  lield  during  that  period,  and,  in  the 


performance  of  its  onerous  and  important  duties,  evinced 
great  ability,  firmness  anil  conscientious  impartiality.  He 
was  an  influential  member  . of  the  first  Examining  Board 
organized  by  his  predecessor,  Surgeon-General  Smith. 
Subsequently,  his  unequalled  reports  as  Surgeon-General 
of  the  State  were  taken  by  the  Surgeon-General  of  Ohio  as 
a model  for  his  reports,  and  their  style  and  method  were 
copied  throughout.  Not  only  did  he  accomplish  faithfully 
the  ordinary  routine  of  duties  attached  to  that  position,  but, 
in  many  and  various  ways,  systematized  and  improved  the 
scope  of  its  management  and  regulation.  After  his  return 
to  Pittsburgh,  lie  at  once  entered  upon  a laborious  and  re- 
munerative practice,  which  has,  up  to  the  present  time,  been 
constantly  thriving  anil  increasing  in  extent.  While  en- 
gaged in  the  field  or  hospital,  he  was  distinguished  for  his 
entire  abnegation  of  self  in  the  performance  of  trying  and 
perilous  duties,  for  his  indefatigable  endeavors  to  resusci- 
tate the  dying  and  restore  to  health  and  strength  those 
stricken  down  by  disease  or  wounds,  and  for  his  exhaustless 
self-possession  and  heroism  when  environed  by  the  most 
imminent  danger,  arising  from  hostile  foes  or  the  subtle 
poison'  of-  plague  and  fever.  On  several  occasions  he 
risked  his  owntlife  to  save  the  lives  of  others — suffering  and 
disabled  soldiers;  and  in  no  instance  would  he  consent  to 
absent  himself  from  liis  post  at  the  hour  of  danger,  or 
retire  to  a place  of  safety  when  his  services  were  in  any 
degree  necessary.  In  civil  life,  he  is  honored  for  his 
thorough  scholarship  and  intimate  knowledge  of  the  surgi- 
cal and  medical  arts,  and  for  the  innate  and  courteous 
modesty  which  prevents  many  from  fully  appreciating  the 
weight'  and  worth  of  his  natural  talents  and  acquired 
abilities.  Apart  from  his  acquaintance  with  professional 
subjects,  he  is  well  versed  in  the  various  departments  of 
general  literature;  is  a keen  and  competent  critic  when 
pressed  fur  his  thoughts  and  opinions;  and  is  endowed 
with  unusual  perceptive  and  discriminative  powers.  He  is 
one  of  the  most  widely-known  and  venerated  practitioners 
and  citizens  of  Pittsburgh,  and  is  ever  willing  to  assist  and 
forward,  by  his  means  and  influence,  all  charitable  and 
benevolent  undertakings.  Although  always  actuated  by  a 
fervid  loyalty  and  love  of  country,  he  has  never  sought 
public  office  or  political  preferment,  and  repeatedly  has 
refused  to  allow  himself  to  be  drawn  into  prominence  as  a 
politician. 


C)  zGV  PENCER,  S.  SIIEI.DON,  Manufacturer,  was 
C.XL  born  in  Hartford  county,  Connecticut,  Septem- 
'Cfjrp)  ber  15th,  1S25.  Ilis  father,  Simson  Spencer, 
of  English  descent,  was  a well-known  farmer  of 
Cy\  J that  section,  who  also  interested  himself  largely 
in  commercial  transactions.  Fully  alive  to  the 
requirements  of  the  age,  the  father  afforded  the  son  every 
facility  for  the  acquirement  of  a thorough  education.  After 
enjoying  the  advantages  of  the  common  schools  and 
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academies  of  his  native  county,  he  entered,  at  the  age  of 
fourteen,  a cotton-mill  in  Chicopee,  Massachusetts,  as  lap- 
boy.  In  this  position  he  continued  during  the  summer 
months  of  each  year,  attending  school  in  the  winter,  until 
he  attained  his  majority.  Thoroughly  versed  in  every 
detail  of  his  business,  he  was  offered  at  that  time  the  post 
of  Assistant  Overseer  of  the  Conestoga  Cotton-Mills, 
located  in  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania.  lie  accepted  the 
position,  and  fully  met  the  requirements  thereof  until  the 
year  1851,  at  which  date  he  ranked  as  General  Superin- 
tendent. About  that  time  a second  mill  was  built  by  the 
company,  and  he  was  appointed  Resilient  Agent,  General 
Superintendent  and  Treasurer  of  the  entire  works.  These 
combined  offices  he  still  continues  to  hold,  and  so  thor- 
oughly does  he  understand  and  satisfactorily  discharge  the 
duties  pertaining  to  his  position,  that  the  affairs  of  the  entire 
interest  are  committed  almost  exclusively  to  his  hands. 
II is  rule  over  the  small  army  of  employes  under  his  charge 
is  parental  in  its  kindness,  just  consideration  and  firmness. 
He  has  erected  upon  the  grounds  of  the  company  a large 
building,  and  established  therein  an  evening  school  and  a 
lecture  and  reading-room,  all  free  to  the  working  people 
under  his  supervision.  While  the  establishment  of  this  in- 
stitution would  fully  exhibit  the  character  of  his  heart,  his 
interest  in  public  affairs  renders  him  still  more  marked  as 
an  enterprising,  patriotic  and  philanthropic  citizen,  lie 
was  a leading  spirit  in  the  construction  of  the  Lancaster 
Agricultural  Park  ; is  a Director  in  the  Ocean  Beach  Asso- 
ciation of  New  Jersey  and  of  the  Lancaster  Hotel  Com- 
pany; and  is  also  a Vice-President  of  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Agricultural  Society.  During  the  late  Civil  War,  he 
aided  by  every  means  in  his  power  to  retain  inviolate  the 
supremacy  of  the  Union.  The  conspicuous  position  which 
he  occupies  in  society  has  frequently  caused  him  to  be 
urged  to  accept  public  office,  but  he  has  persistently 
declined.  He  was  married,  in  1851,  to  a daughter  of 
Jacob  Bertz,  of  Lancaster,  and  after  her  death,  in  1S63,  he 
was  united  to  a daughter  of  Jacob  Foltz,  of  the  same  city. 


UTTON,  RHODES  STANSBURY,  A.  M.,  M.  D„ 
Physician,  was  born  July  8th,  1841,  at  Indiana, 
Pennsylvania.  1 1 is  father,  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent business  men  of  the  State,  was  ambitious 
that  his  son  should  follow  his  footsteps  in  life. 
H is  mother,  a woman  of  fine  intellectual  culture 
and  Scottish  ancestry,  designed  him  for  a profession.  At 
the  age  of  fifteen  he  was  placed  in  Tuscarora  Academy, 
from  whence  he  entered  the  Sophomore  class  of  Jefferson 
College,  at  Cannonsburg,  Pennsylvania,  and  graduated  at 
the  Commencement,  in  July,  1S62,  receiving  the  degree 
of  A.  B.  In  October,  1S62,  he  placed  himself  under  the 
tutorage  of  Professor  Agnew,  and  graduated  from  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  spring  of  1S65,  receiving 
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the  degree  of  M.  D.  Immediately  he  was  chosen  one  of 
the  Resident  Physicians  of  Blockley  Hospital,  West  Phila- 
delphia, which  position  he  filled  for  seven  months,  when 
he  resigned  and  began  the  teaching  of  anatomy  to  medical 
students.  He  enjoyed  the  patronage  of  many  students, 
lecturing  in  the  Philadelphia  School  of  Anatomy  during 
the  winter  of  1865-’ 66  and  summer  and  fall  of  1S66. 
During  the  latter  year  Washington  and  Jefferson  College 
bestowed  upon  him  the  degree  of  A.  M.  A severe  attack  of 
illness,  the  result  of  overwork,  compelled  him  to  relinquish 
his  teaching,  in  which  he  was  succeeded  by  Dr.  William 
Keen.  In  the  spring  of  the  following  year,  having  re- 
covered health  and  married  the  youngest  daughter  of  James 
McCullough,  of  Cannonsburg,  Pennsylvania,  he  began  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  Pittsburgh,  where  he  has  since 
remained,  and  has  attained  a high  position  in  his  profession. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Allegheny  County  Medical  Society, 
State  Medical  Society,  and  American  Medical  Association. 

ERN,  PETER,  Merchant,  was.born  in  Germany, 
in  1S30.  1 1 is  father  dying  when  he  was  but 

four  years  of  age,  his  mother  emigrated  to  this 
country  the  following  year,  and  settled  in  Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania.  Until  he  had  attained  his  twelfth 
year,  he  regularly  attended  the  day  sessions  of  a German 
school  in  this  city,  learning,  meanwhile,  to  speak  English 
with  a tolerable  degree  of  fluency.  For  two  weeks  he  at- 
tended also  the  day  sessions  of  an  English  school,  and  was 
then  apprenticed  to  learn  the  moulding  trade.  In  this 
business  he  was  occupied  until  1866,  and  during  that  time 
was  noted  for  the  neatness  and  elegance  of  his  work.  In 
this  year  he  abandoned  his  original  vocation,  and  became 
engaged  on  his  own  account  in  the  tobacco  business,  in 
which  he  met  with  much  success.  In  1S68,  he  was  elected 
to  the  Common  Council,  acting  creditably  in  this  capacity 
for  one  year;  he  was  afterward  re-elected  for  three  terms, 
and  throughout  this  time  v as  distinguished  as  a prominent, 
active  and  influential  member,  also  as  a wise  and  loyal 
official,  who,  while  refusing  to  attach  himself  to  any  par- 
ticular party,  opposed  inflexibly  every' measure  and  move- 
ment which  he  deemed  might  be  harmful  or  prejudicial  to 
the  interests  and  welfare  of  the  general  community.  When 
the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company  secured  the  passage 
of  a bill  giving  to  it  the  right  of  Grant  and  Washington 
streets,  Pittsburgh,  he  inserted  therein  a clause  reserving  to 
the  city  the  right  to  erect  one  or  more  inclined  plane  rail- 
road, for  the  convenience  of  citizens  residing  on  the  hill; 
this  clause,  highly  important  in  its  scope  and  nature,  was 
adopted,  and  for  his  foresight  and  shrewdness  in  originating 
it  he  deserves  great  praise.  I T e is  an  active  and  earnest 
mover  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  commercial  and 
political  interests  of  his  adopted  city,  and  is  invariably 
among  the  foremost  of  those  whose  aim  is  to  ameliorate 
the  condition  of  the  poorer  classes,  to  improve  the  resources 
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of  the  artisan,  and  to  secure  to  all  a fair  share  of  educational 
advantages.  In  public,  as  in  private  life,  his  distinguish- 
ing qualities  have  been  uprightness,  undeviating  integrity, 
close  attention  to  the  matter  in  hand,  and  indomitable 
perseverance  in  effecting  the  desired  object.  lie  was 
married,  in  1S53,  to  Agatha  Zimmerman,  daughter  of  the 
late  Joseph  Zimmerman,  who  participated  actively  in 
the  Mexican  War  and  was  a prominent  and  influential 
citizen  of  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania. 


UNNING,  ABRAM  R.,  Merchant,  was  born  in 
( Jt  I Sussex  county,  New  Jersey,  March  21st,  1S21. 

■j  j!  II is  father  was  Gilbert  Dunning,  a well-known 

farmer  and  agriculturist;  his  mother  was  Catha- 
rine Beemer.  1 1 is  primary  education  was  gained 
in  the  common  county  schools  of  his  native 
place;  subsequently,  he  entered  upon  a more  thorough 
course  of  studies  at  the  Wyoming  Seminary,  in  Kingston, 
Luzerne  county,  Pennsylvania,  an  institution  presided  over 
by  Reuben  Nelson,  noted  for  his  scholarly  attainments, 
and  who  at  present  has  charge  of  the  Methodist  Book  Store 
in  New  York.  He  first  engaged  in  business  in  the  above- 
named  city  with  the  dry  goods  firm  of  I.  G.  Phelps  & Co., 
remaining  with  them  for  about  eighteen  months.  At  the 
expiration  of  this  time,  he  returned  to  Luzerne  county,  and 
opened  on  his  own  account,  in  Providence,  a dry  goods 
and  general  country  store,  meeting  with  much  success. 
Two  years  later,  he  associated  with  him  in  partnership  W. 
W.  Wintun,  this  association  continuing  in  existence  until 
1S55.  In  the  fall  of  1S52,  he  was  elected  to  the  Legisla- 
ture on  the  Democratic  ticket,  serving  a full  term  in  the 
House.  At  that  time  the  question  of  the  division  of  Lu- 
zerne county  occasioned  in  the  Legislature  a severe  and 
prolonged  struggle  and  great  excitement.  Being  warmly 
interested  in  the  question  at  issue,  he  became  the  champion 
of  the  new  county  people,  and  succeeded  in  passing  the 
bill  through  the  House;  but  later,  its  design  and  scope 
were  frustrated  by  Charles  R.  Buckalew  in  the  Senate, 
and  ultimately,  through  the  exertions  of  this  Senator,  its 
adoption  was  prevented.  In  the  spring  of  1S5S,  he  re- 
moved to  Dunning,  situated  about  ten  miles  below  Scran- 
ton, the  town  being  named  in  his  honor.  In  that  locality 
he  has  since  been  extensively  engaged  in  lumbering,  and 
also  in  general  merchandising.  During  his  term  in  the 
Legislature,  he  served  on  the  Railroad  Committee  and  on 
the  Committee  on  New  Counties.  lie  was  a member 
of  the  Constitutional  Convention,  in  1S72,  and  while 
acting  in  this  capacity  evinced  much  ability,  integrity  and 
indefatigable  perseverance.  He  is  a widely-known  and 
highly-respected  citizen  of  Scranton,  and  warmly  interested 
in  the  speedy  and  profitable  development  of  the  rich 
resources  of  the  State  ; in  all  public  movements  tending 


to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  general  community  and 
the  advancement  of  its  interests  he  is  an  active  and  able 
worker.  He  was  married,  in  1S4S,  to  Mahola  Heemans. 


CRANTON,  HON.  GEORGE  W„  Iron  Manu- 
facturer, was  born  in  Madison,  Connecticut,  May 
1 1 th , 1 S 1 1 . He  is  descended  from  John  Scran- 
ton, who  was  one  of  the  colony  which  settled  in 
New  Haven  in  163S.  1 1 is  family  was  distin- 

guished in  the  French  and  Revolutionary  Wars, 
many  of  its  members  having  been  prominent  commissioned 
officers.  His  early  education  was  obtained  in  the  common 
schools,  and  subsequently  rendered  more  thorough  by  a 
two  years’  course  of  studies,  begun  and  completed  in  Lee’s 
Academy.  In  182S,  he  moved  to  Belvidere,  New  Jersey, 
where  he  hired  himself  as  a teamster,  receiving  for  his  ser- 
vices eight  dollars  per  month.  1 1 is  perseverance,  industry 
and  integrity  soon  brought  him  into  notice,  and  he  engaged 
as  a clerk  in  the  store  of  Judge  Kinney,  with  whom  he  was 
ultimately  associated  as  partner.  In  1835,  he  became  in- 
terested in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  followed  this  vocation 
until  1S39.  At  this  date,  and  in  partnership  with  his 
brother,  Selden  Scranton,  he  purchased  the  lease  and  stock 
of  Oxford  Furnace,  New  Jersey;  and,  notwithstanding  the 
season  of  great  embarrassment  which  followed  the  memo- 
rable financial  Clash  of  1837,  they  met  with  much  success 
in  this  venture.  In  1S39,  William  Henry  purchased  a 
large  tract  of  land  in  the  Lackawanna  Valley,  including 
w hat  was  called  Slocum  Hollow,  now  the  site  of  the  city 
of  Scranton.  He  was  unable  to  comply  w ith  the  conditions 
of  the  purchase,  and  the  brothers  Scranton,  impressed  with 
the  evident  natural  advantages  for  the  manufacture  of  iron 
possessed  by  this  locality,  entered,  with  other  parties,  in 
May,  1S40,  into  a contract  for  the  property.  The  practica- 
bility of  smelting  ore  by  means  of  anthracite  coal  was  still 
to  be  successfully  proven,  and  George  W.  Scranton  deter- 
mined to  solve  the  problem  with  little  delay.  '1  he  first 
experiment,  made  in  1841,  was  a failure ; the  second  was 
not  more  successful;  but,  in  January,  1842,  a successful 
blast  w'as  accompli 'bed.  Subsequently,  a fruitless  effort 
to  manufacture  bar-iron,  to  be  converted  into  nails,  was  suc- 
ceeded by  the  project  of  a rolling-mill  for  the  manufacture 
of  raiboad  iron.  Being  in  an  embarrassed  financial  con- 
dition at  this  date,  they  contracted  to  furnish  rails  for  the 
New  York  & Erie  Railroad  at  a lower  rale  than  they  could 
be  procured  elsewdiere,  upon  the  condition  that  the  road 
would  advance  funds  to  enable  them  to  proceed  with  their 
manufacture.  Eminent  success  crowned  these  indefati- 
gable efforts,  and  the  enterprise  originated  by  George  W. 
Scranton  soon  developed  itself  into  a firmly  established 
and  highly  lucrative  business.  I.ater,  his  ulterior  projects, 
were  more  plainly  exhibited;  and  it  became  evident  that 
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lie  proposed  lo  change  and  develop  the  entire  business 
interests  of  this  section  uf  Pennsylvania,  to  concentrate  out- 
side capital  in  the  Lackawanna  Valley,  to  create  outlets  by 
railway  east  with  North  and  South,  and  to  found  a pros- 
perous and  industrious  city;  in  all  these  projects  he  has 
succeeded,  and  lives  to  behold  the  wonderful  result  of  his 
labors  and  inexhaustible  enterprise.  Although  an  interested 
student  of  political  economy,  and,  at  one  time,  an  Old-line 
Whig,  he  has  never  devoted  much  time  or  attention  to  the 
manoeuvres  of  political  factions.  But  he  was  an  earnest 
advocate  for  protection  to  home  industry,  and  on  this  issue 
was  sent  to  Congress,  in  1S5S,  by  a majority  of  3700;  this' 
from  a district  polling  ordinarily  2000  Democratic  majority. 
Throughout  that  term,  he  constantly  based  his  actions  upon 
the  principle  which  secured  his  election,  and  upon  its  expi- 
ration, was  elected  a second  time.  In  breadth  and  persis- 
tency of  purpose,  ill  shrewd  foresight  and  high  capacity,  in 
fertility  of  re  ouree  and  in  powers  of  able  administration, 
his  equal  is  rarely  to  be  met  with.  From  obscurity  and 
comparative  poverty,  he  has  risen  to  be  one  of  the  wealthiest 
and  most  widely-known  men  in  the  country,  while  the  city 
which  he  founded  is  famous  for  its  vast  manufacturing 
interests  and  the  industrious  character  of  its  inhabitants, 
lie  was  married,  on  the  21st  of  January,  1S35,  to  Jane 
Ililes,  of  Belvidere,  New  Jersey. 
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y ARLINGTON,  I ION.  WILLIAM,  M.  D.,  LL.  D., 
was  born  in  Birmingham  township,  Chester  county, 
April  2S1I1,  17S2.  lie  was  the  eldest  son  of 
Edward  and  Hannah  (Townsend)  Darlington, 
and  was  descended  from  ancestors,  each  branch 
of  which,  as  far  back  as  can  be  traced,  was  an 
unmixed  race  of  English  Quakers.  In  his  early  life  he 
was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits;  but  at  the  age  of 
twenty  he  entered  on  the  study  of  medicine,  and  graduated 
at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  in  1S04.  He  then  com-, 
mcnccd  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  his  native  county, 
and  soon,  took  a leading  position,  which  he  maintained 
until  he  relinquished  its  duties.  During  his  leisure  hours 
he  acquired  a knowledge  of  the  French  language,  and 
subsequently  he  became  acquainted  with  the  Latin,  Span- 
ish, and  German.  In  iSo6-’7,as  Surgeon  to  an  East  India 
merchantman,  he  made  a voyage  to  Calcutta.  A sketch 
of  the  observations  made  during  this  voyage  was  published 
in  the  form  of  familiar  letters  in  the  thirteenth  and  four- 
teenth volumes  of  the  Analectic  Magazine.  In  1S0S,  he 
married  Catharine,  a daughter  of  General  John  Lacey,  of 
New  Jersey,  an  officer,  who  had  served  with  credit  and  abil- 
ity in  the  Revolutionary  War.  In  the  War  of  1S12,  he  was 
Major  of  a Battalion,  and  served  in  that  position  until  the 
Corps  was  disbanded,  lie  wa  . a member  of  the  Fourteenth, 
Sixteenth,  and  Seventeenth  Congress,  and  took  an  active 
part  in  the  discussions  tj  which  the  celebrated  Missouri 


question  gave  rise,  ranking  himself  with  those  who  were 
desirous  of  restricting  slavery.  He  was  a member  of  the 
first  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners,  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
served  two  years,  the  last  of  which  he  was  President  of  the 
Board,  and  he  was  Prothonotary  of  the  Courts  of  Chester 
county  three  years.  In  1826,  he  assisted  in  organizing  the 
Chester  County  Cabinet  of  Natural  Science,  of  which  in- 
stitution he  was  President  from  its  origin  ; and  he  was  also 
active  in  forming  the  Medical  Society  of  Chester  County, 
over  which  he  presided  twenty-five  years.  In  1826,  he 
published  a work  entitled,  Morula  Cestrica,  being  a cata- 
logue of  plants  growing  around  West  Chester,  Pennsylvania. 
In  1830,  he  was  elected  President  of  the  Bank  of  Chester 
County — of  which  institution  he  had  been  a Director  almost 
ever  since  it-,  establishment,  in  1 S 1 4 — and  held  that  position 
until  his  death,  a period  of  thirty-three  years.  In  1837,  he 
published  Mora  Cestrica,  a description  of  the  flowering 
plants  of  Chester  county,  which  was  a new  edition  of  his 
former  work,  much  enlarged  and  improved.  It  was  ar- 
ranged according  to  the  I.inncean  system.  A third  edition 
appeared  in  1853,  revised  and  reconstructed  according  to 
the  natural  method.  This  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most 
complete  local  Floras  extant.  In  1S43,  he  gave  to  the 
world  a volume  entitled,  Reliquiic  Bahkoiniamc,  containing 
selections  from  the  correspondence,  with  notes  and  a bio- 
graphical sketch  of  the  late  Dr.  William  Baldwin,  a native 
of  Chester  county,  who  had  been  passionately  devoted  to 
the  science  of  Botany.  In  1847,  his  Agricultural  Botany, 
descriptive  of  weeds  and  useful  plants,  was  published;  it 
has  been  enlarged  in  subsequent  editions.  In  1S49,  he 
collected  and  published  the  correspondence  of  Humphrey 
Marshall,  of  Chester  county,  and  John  Bartram,  of  Phila- 
delphia, the  pioneers  of  Botany  in  Pennsylvania,  together 
with  biographical  sketches,  under  the  title  of  Memorials 
of  Bartram  and  Marshall.  A History  of  West  Chester,  in- 
cluding an  interesting  and  valuable  paper  on  the  famous 
Mason  and  Dixon's  Line,  was  written  by  him  and  pub- 
lished in  the  West  Chester  Directory  for  1S57.  In  1853, 
he  published  a volume,  entitled,  Cesqui-Centcnnial  Gather- 
ing of  the  Clan  Darlington,  containing  the  proceedings 
of  a meeting  of  the  Darlington  family  at  the  old  ancestral 
mansion,  near  West  Chester,  and  a genealogical  account 
of  the  descendants  of  Abraham  Darlington,  the  emigrant 
ancestor.  The  last  work  in  which  he  engaged  was,  Nota: 
Cestrienses,  or  notices  of  Chester  county  men  and  events — 
the  joint  production  of  himself  and  his  friend,  J.  Smith 
Futhey,  each  contributing  a portion  thereof.  It  appeared  in 
numbers,  in  a county  newspaper,  and  has  not  yet  been  pub- 
lished in  book  form.  He  was  also  the  author  of  numerous 
literary  addresses  and  scientific  dissertations,  delivered  be- 
fore bodies  of  that  character,  many  of  which  were  printed. 
His  style  was  easy,  plain,  and  flowing,  mingling  wit  and 
humor  with  knowledge  and  instruction.  Besides  the  fore- 
going, in  connection  with  others,  he  was  engaged  in  the 
composition  of  a work  descriptive  ( f the  objects  of  the 
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Natural  History  of  Chester  County,  in  all  its  branches.  Ilis 
own  portion  of  it  is  completed  and  ready  for  the  press. 
He  was  a man  both  of  thought  and  action,  of  books  and 
deeds,  and  he  spent  a busy  life  in  disseminating  informa- 
tion among  the  masses  of  the  people.  Ilis  constant  desire 
was  to  educate  the  public  mind  to  a love  of  literary  and 
scientific  pursuits;  and  he,  therefore,  lost  no  opportunity 
of  communicating  his  own  zeal  to  the  young  around  him. 
He  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws,  from  Yale  Col- 
lege, in  1S4S,  and  that  of  Doctor  of  Physical  Science, 
from  Dickinson  College,  in  1S55;  and  he  was  a member 
of  more  than  forty  literary  and  scientific  societies,  among 
which  may  be  mentioned  the  American  Philosophical 
Society  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  Botanical  Society  of  the 
Netherlands,  at  Leyden.  Ilis  death  occurred  April  23d, 
1S63.  He  died  as  he  lived,  a Christian  gentleman  of  great 
purity  and  simplicity  of  character,  whose  life  was  unstained 
by  a single  mean,  ungenerous,  or  dishonorable  action.  He 
was  a consistent  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  Ilis 
extensive  herbarium  of  plants,  and  his  scientific  works,  he 
bequeathed  to  the  Chester  County  Cabinet  of  Natural 
Science.  The  following  is  his  epitaph,  written  by  himself 
twenty  years  before  his  death  : “Plan  he  Cestricnses,  quas 
dilexit  atque  illustravit,  super  Uuuulum  cjus  semper  Jlor 
emit!”  (The  plants  of  Chester,  which  he  loved  and 
described,  may  they  blossom  forever  above  his  tomb.) 


ORD,  THOMAS,  Merchant,  was  born  in  Yorkshire, 
England,  July  201I1,  1S26.  Ilis  parents  were  \V. 
Ford  and  Jane  Ireland,  both  of  unmixed  English 
extraction,  and  well  known  and  highly  respected 
in  their  native  place.  July  4th,  1S29,  he  came  to 
the  United  States,  landing  at  New  York,  and 
subsequently  remained  for  some  time  in  Wilkesbarre,  Penn- 
sylvania. Thence  he  moved  to  Jenkintown,  Luzerne 
county,  Pennsylvania,  and  remained  in  this  place  for 
several  years;  finally,  he  settled  in  Piltston,  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  remained  until  1849.  I'1  his  earlier  years,  he  was 

engaged  in  farm  labor,  acquiring,  meanwhile,  the  elements 
of  an  ordinary  education  in  neighboring  country  schools. 
In  1S46,  he  was  employed  as  Superintendent  for  John  A. 
Lloyd,  a prominent  coal  miner  of  Piltston,  and  continued  to 
act  in  this  capacity  until  the  spring  of  184S.  At  this  date, 
he  associated  himself  with  F..  Migh  Everitt  & Co.,  leasing 
the  I.loyd  mine,  and  also  the  mercantile  pursuits  connected 
with  that  establishment.  In  this  enterprise  he  was  actively 
occupied  until  1S49,  whet)  a change  in  the  form  and  stand- 
ing of  the  firm  was  elfected  ; he  remaining  in  his  original 
position,  however,  until  1 S 5 .4 , and  meeting  with  great 
success,  Subsequently,  he  became  interested  in  other  and 
difterent  businesses  until  I S 5 7 , when  he  connected  himself 
with  I..  D.  I.acoe,  who  was  an  insurance  agent,  and  had 
charge  of  the  water-works  and  gas-works,  and  was  occupied 


also  in  the  conveyancing  business;  in  1S63,  he  became  his 
successor  by  purchase,  and  since  has  continued  to  operate 
with  much  ability  and  success.  At  present,  lie  is  largely 
interested  in  the  sale  of  Dupont’s  gunpowder,  and  in  the 
disposition  of  that  article  throughout  the  neighboring 
counties  has  acquired  extensive  ami  lucrative  business 
relations;  he  is  also  interested  in  the  sale  of  mining  and 
illuminating  oils.  He  was  married,  in  1853,  to  Ella  Stark, 
of  Luzerne  county,  Pennsylvania.  He  is  a prominent  and 
influential  business  man  and  citizen  of  Piltston,  and  is 
widely  respected  for  his  energy,  his  many  sterling  qualities, 
and  undeviating  rectitude. 


'ELI.OWS,  JOSEPH  TURVEY,  Coal  Operator 
and  Merchant,  was  born  in  Providence  township, 
Luzerne  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  1S14.  Ilis 
father  was  Benjamin  Fellows,  of  England,  who 
came  to  this  country  when  in  his  infancy;  his 
mother  was  Catharine  'Purvey.  Ilis  education 
was  acquired  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  place, 
and,  until  1855,  he  was  engaged  in  farm  labor.  For  many 
years  he  was  actively  occupied  in  coal  operations,  but  subse- 
quently leased  to  others  all  of  his  coal  lands,  and  devoted 
himself  to  mercantile  pursuits.  He  is  a Director  of  the 
Second  National  Bank  of  Scranton,  fulfilling  the  various 
duties  of  this  position  with  energy,  integrity  and  ability; 
and,  for  nine  years,  was  Burgess  of  Hyde  Park,  where  he 
resides  at  present.  On  one  occasion,  he  was  nominated  as 
a candidate  for  the  Legislature,  and  though  failing  to  secure 
an  election,  reduced  the  average  Democratic  majority  from 
three  thousand  to  fifty-six.  He  is  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent and  influential  men  in  this  section  of  our  Slate,  and  an 
active  mover  in  all  matters  of  public,  general  anil  local  im- 
portance. As  a business  man,  he  has  evinced  commendable 
enterprise,  shrewdness  and  uprightness;  as  a public  official, 
has  won  many  commendations  for  his  ability,  and  firm  and 
loyal  deportment  under  all  circumstances.  He  was  married, 
in  1835,  to  Marietta  Pettibone,  of  Wyoming,  who  died  in 
1S71.  Ilis  present  wife  is  Frances  L.  Barton,  a former 
resident  of  Corning,  New  York. 
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aARA,  ISAAC  B.,  Journalist  and  Postmaster  of  Erie, 
Pennsylvania,  was  born  at  Souderslmrg,  Lancaster 
county,  Pennsylvania,  October  28th,  1821.  Ilis 
parents,  Patrick  and  Mary  Gara,  were  respectively 
of  Irish  and  German  descent.  Ilis  entire  schol- 
astic education  he  received  at  the  common  schools 
of  Lancaster  county.  At  an  early  age,  he  entered  the 
printing  office  of  the  P.xaminer  and  Herald , published  by 
Ilamersly  8:  Richards,  in  Lancaster,  and  here  remained  for 
three  years.  'I "he  establishment  being  then  sold,  he  became 
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free,  and,  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  started  alone  in  the  world 
to  battle  for  fortune.  Moving  from  city  to  city,  he  worked 
at  his  trade,  first  in  Philadelphia,  then  in  Lockhaven,  and 
finally  reached  Galena,  Illinois,  where  he  remained  for  nine 
months,  and  where,  though  but  twenty-two  years  of  age — 
so  highly  did  his  employer  estimate  his  talent  and  ability — 
he  was  made  Assistant  Editor  of  a semi-weekly  paper,  called 
the  Galena  Gazette.  Returning  to  Lancaster,  he  pursued 
his  profession  for  some  time,  but,  in  September,  1S46,  re- 
moved to  Erie,  Pennsylvania.  Here  jie  became  associated 
with  the  lion.  Joseph  M.  Sterrett  in  the  publication  of  the 
P.rie  Weekly  Gazette , of  which  he  was  the  Editor-in-Chief 
until  May,  1S65.  Originally  an  advocate  of  the  principles 
of  the  Whig  party,  the  paper,  in  1S56,  at  the  formation  of 
the  Republican  organization,  became  its  organ,  and  was 
recognized  as  such  throughout  the  county.  lie  warmly, 
through  his  paper,  urged  the  claims  of  John  C.  Fremont,  in 
i860,  and  assisted  materially  in  the  campaign  which  made 
Abraham  Lincoln  President.  lie  was  an  outspoken  and 
energetic  supporter  of  the  Union  during  the  late  Civil  War, 
and  was  appointed  to  various  positions  for  the  increase  of 
the  military  forces.  He  served  as  Marshal  for  Erie  county, 
previous  to  the  draft,  by  appointment  of  the  Governor.  In 
January,  1S67,  he  was  appointed  Deputy  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  under  Governor  Geary, 
and  served  in  this  capacity  for  two  years  and  three  months. 
He  then  resigned,  in  order  to  assume  charge  of  the  Erie 
Post-Ofllce,  which  position  was  tendered  him  without  soli- 
citation, in  May,  1S69,  and  to  which  he  was  re-appointed 
in  1S73.  He  was  married,  in  October,  1S53,  to  Caleste.a 
Ingersoll,  of  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  a lady  of  superior  qualifi- 
cations and  possessed  of  great  artistic  ability.  He  is  a 
Trustee  of  the  Erie  Academy,  one  of  the  State  Trustees  of 
the  Normal  School  of  Edinborou  h,  and,  by  appointment 
of  the  Governor,  a Trustee  of  the  Marine  Hospital.  He  is 
a patriotic,  high-minded  citizen  and  official,  who  possesses 
the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  who  know  him. 


^JROXT,  WILLIAM  L.,  Real  Estate  Operator, 
was  born  in  Washington,  Washington  county,  Pa., 
May  i8lh,  1S3S.  His  parents  were  Henry  and 
Mary  Duront,  of  French  extraction.  1 1 is  early 
education  was  acquired  in  his  native  place,  and, 
upon  the  completion  of  his  course  of  studies,  he 
became  engaged  in  school-teaching,  and  continued  to  oc- 
cupy himself  in  this  vocation  for  seven  consecutive  years. 
During  this  time,  he  neglected  no  opportunity  to  add  to  his 
own  store  of  knowledge,  and  through  his  perseverance  and 
studiousness  acquired  a large  fund  of  solid  and  scholarly 
attainments.  June  iSth,  1S62,  he  became  engaged  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  enlisting  in  the  112th  Regi- 
ment of  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  While  acting  in  this 
capacity,  he  was  noted  for  his  calm  judgment,  his  fearless 


loyalty  and  his  inflexible  integrity.  In  1871,11c  entered 
into  the  real  estate  business,  and  since  that  time  has  been 
actively  occupied  in  its  development.  Although  devoted 
to  the  welfare  and  progress  of  his  country,  he  has  at  all 
limes,  and  under  all  circumstances,  manifested  an  undis- 
guised aversion  to  the  tumults  and  agitations  attending  pub- 
lic and  political  life.  Unwilling  to  enroll  himself  as  a par- 
tisan or  ally  of  any  faction  or  party,  he  confines  his  atten- 
tion exclusively  to  the  careful  and  able  fulfilment  of  his  or- 
dinary duties,  and  in  this  finds  pleasure  and  contentment. 
In  his  operations  in  real  estate,  he  evinces  rare  skill  and 
intimate  knowledge  of  the  business  in  all  its  ramifications 
and  mi  nut  ire,  and  not  seldom  has  been  cited  as  one  of  the 
most  efficient  and  trustworthy  men  in  Pittsburgh.  He  is 
warmly  interested  in  movements,  public  and  private,  whose 
ultimate  ends  may  secure  the  aggrandizement  of  his  country, 
the  rapid  development  of  its  resources,  and  the  advance- 
ment of  its  people;  and  wherever  generous  enterprise,  or 
disinterested  assistance,  is  needed,  he  is  never  backward  or 
reluctant.  As  a business  man,  he  has  won  the  entire  con- 
fidence and  respect  of  an  extensive  circle  of  clients;  and  ns 
a citizen,  apart  from  politics,  is  one  of  the  most  prominent 
and  influential  men  in  Pittsburgh. 


k.ONG,  JACOB  R.,  Mechanic,  Banker,  etc.,  was 
(,  born  in  Manheim,  Lancaster  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, September  17th,  1809.  His  ancestors 
were  of  German  descent,  and  early  settlers  in  the 
Shenandoah  Valley  of  Virginia,  removing  to 
Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania,  about  the  time 
of  the  Revolutionary  War.  His  educational  advantages 
were  of  the  most  limited  character,  his  knowledge  being 
self-acquired.  In  his  ninth  year  he  began  life  as  a work- 
boy  on  a farm,  and  continued  thus  to  labor  until  he  arrived 
at  the  age  of  eighteen,  when  he  was  apprenticed  to  Henry 
D.  Huff,  of  Lebanon,  Pennsylvania,  to  learn  the  trade  of  a 
coppersmith.  In  1S30,  upon  attaining  his  majority,  he  went 
to  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  and  afterwards,  in  December 
of  the  same  year,  to  Mount  Joy,  Pennsylvania,  working  as 
a journeyman  at  his  trade  until  1836.  He  then  engaged 
in  business  upon  his  own  account,  and  continued  it  until 
1S56,  gaining  thereby  wealth  and  reputation.  Having  been 
the  projector  of  the  Mount  Joy  Savings  Bank,  in  1856,  lie 
was  elected  its  Cashier,  and  lias  occupied  that  position 
through  all  the  various  changes  of  the  institution — first  to 
a State  Bank,  and,  in  1S64,  to  the  Union  Mount  Joy  Na- 
tional Bank,  is  present  title.  Politically,  he  has  ever  been 
an  active  advocate  of  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  has  represented  his  section  in  many  of  its  conventions, 
including  the  State  Convention  which  nominated  Francis 
R.  Slinnk  for  Governor,  and  that  held  in  Pittsburgh,  Penn- 
sylvania, August  26th,  1874.  He  has  projected  a number 
if  the  most  valuable  and  prominent  improvements  of  Mount 
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Joy,  among  others,  the  Water-Works  of  the  town.  1 1 is 
success  in  life  is  due  entirely  to  his  own  efforts,  and  to  the 
industry  and  integrity  with  which  he  has  labored. 


i 

C Jo 


' ARPENTER,  IIENRY,  M.  IX,  Physician,  was 
born  in  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  December  loth, 
1S19,  his  father  (Henry)  being  at  that  time  a 
prominent  surveyor  and  conveyancer,  and,  for  a 
period,  one  of  the  commissioners  of  Lancaster 
county.  1 1 is  ancestors,  of  Swiss  descent,  were 
among  the  earliest  settlers  of  that  district,  primarily  residing 
on  the  French  border  of  Switzerland,  and  emigrating  to 
ibis  country  with  the  Huguenots  shortly  after  the  Mas- 
sacre of  St.  Bartholomew.  His  mother,  a lady  of  rare  re- 
finement and  high  mental  endowments,  was  the  daughter 
of  David  Cook,  whose  promising  life  was  cut  off  in  early 
manhood.  Dr.  Carpenter  was  early  placed  in  one  of  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  city,  and  was  thus  prepared  for 
a comprehensive  course  of  study  in  the  Lancaster  County 
Academy.  Upon  the  completion  of  his  academic  career, 
he  entered  the  office  of  Dr.  Samuel  Ilumes,  and  under  that 
able  practitioner  read  medicine  until  his  entrance  into  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 
Few  matriculants  of  that  venerable  institution  ever  entered 
with  a more  thorough  preparation  for  the  studies  of  its  ex- 
haustive curriculum  than  he  did.  In  1841,  he  graduated 
with  high  honors,  and  immediately  commenced  the  practice 
of  his  profession  in  his  native  town,  setting  up  his  office  in 
the  very  building  in  which  he  was  born,  and  where  he  still 
continues  to  reside.  While  very  young  he  expressed  a de- 
sire to  follow  the  profession  which  he  has  since  distinguished, 
and  as  a student  exhibited  rare  aptitude  in  the  way  of  famil- 
iarizing himself  with  the  intricacies  of  medical  science,  of 
which,  by  great  industry,  constant  attendance  at  lectures 
and  clinics,  and  individual  investigation,  he  soon  obtained 
a profound  knowledge.  1 1 is  success  as  a practitioner  is 
perhaps  due  more  to  his  inherent  love  for  it  than  to  any- 
thing else  ; for  this  controlling  impulse  spurred  application, 
and  continuous  research  into  a science  which  is  continually 
expanding.  Five  generations  of  his  family  have  passed 
since  his  ancestors  located  in  this  country,  and  each  gene- 
ration has  produced  one  eminent  physician,  lie  has  from 
the  period  of  his  graduation  taken  the  liveliest  interest  in 
matters  concerning  the  improvement  of  his  profession,  and 
has  embodied  in  writing  the  beneficial  results  of  his  careful 
and  laboriously  conducted  investigations,  covering  a period 
of  many  years.  In  1844,  he  aided  in  the  organization  of 
the  Lancaster  County  Medical  Society,  becoming  its  first 
Secretary,  performing  the  duties  of  that  office  for  a long 
period;  and,  in  1855,  was  elected  its  President.  lie  has 
honorably  filled  the  positions  both  of  Vice-President  and 
Secretary  of  the  Pennsylvania  Medical  Society,  and  is  now 
one  of  the  Censors  for  the  eastern  district  of  the  Slate. 
Being,  as  a citizen  of  Lancaster,  prominent  and  enterpris- 


ing, enjoying  popular  esteem,  he  was  frequently  called  upon 
to  perform  duties  involving  much  responsibility.  As  a mem- 
ber of  the  City  Councils,  be  served  for  nearly  a quarter  of  a 
century,  and  the  fact  that  lie  continuously  served  twenty 
years  as  President  of  the  Select  Branch,  being  for  some 
time  also  the  presiding  officer  of  the  Lower  Branch, 'is  a 
sufficient  commentary  upon  the  character  of  the  reputation 
he  has  won.  As  a member  of  the  School  Board,  he  exerted 
a strong  inlluence  in  securing  many  beneficial  reforms,  lie 
has  been  also  a Director  of  the  Lancaster  Gas  and  the  Lan- 
caster Insurance  Company.  In  all  these  various  capacities 
he  has  labored  with  industry  and  no  common  degree  of 
intelligence,  and  has  shown  himself  the  possessor  of  a cha- 
racter for  unblemished  integrity.  lie  has  engaged  in  many 
important  business  enterprises,  having  been  formerly  one 
of  the  Directors  of  the  Conestoga  Steam  Mills  Company, 
and  lately  one  of  the  principal  owners  ; was  one  of  the  firm 
which  built  the  No.  4 Cotton-Mill,  one  of  the  originators 
of  the  Conestoga  Turnpike  Company,  and  eventually  its 
President.  lie  has  largely  interested  himself  in  railroad 
affairs,  subscribing  liberally  to  all  practical  schemes  hav- 
ing a tendency  to  confer  advantages  upon  the  citizens  of 
his  section  of  the  Stale.  In  this  manner  he  became  a Direc- 
tor of  the  Lancaster  A Quarryvillc  Narrow  Gauge  Railroad, 
Director  and  Treasurer  of  the  Delaware  River  A Lancaster 
Railroad,  now  in  course  of  construction,  and  Director  and 
Assistant  Treasurer  of  the  National  Railroad,  since  pur- 
chased by  the  New  Jersey  Central  A North  Pennsylvania 
Railroad  Companies.  The  National  is  to  be  the  new  line 
from  Philadelphia  to  New  York,  lie  is  President  and 
Director  of  the  Hamilton  Land  Association  < f New  Jersey, 
which  owns  a large  tract  along  the  proposed  route  of  the 
National  Railroad,  and  which  is  destined  to  furnish  the 
site  of  a flourishing  town.  Notwithstanding  the  difference 
of  his  political  views  from  those  of  the  National  adminis- 
tration, at  the  time  of  the  late  Civil  War  he  gave  an  imme- 
diate and  hearty  support  to  the  efforts  of  the  Government 
to  preserve  the  Union.  Twice  during  the  war  was  he  called 
into  active  service  of  the  Volunteer  Surgeons’  Department 
by  the  Surgeon- General  of  the  State,  laboring  zealously  to 
alleviate  the  sufferings  of  the  sick  and  wounded  after  the 
battles  of  Bull  Run  (the  second)  and  Antietam.  In  1S46, 
he  was  married  to  a daughter  of  the  late  John  Mathiot,  for 
many  years  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Lancaster,  and  has  three 
daughters  living. 


ACALESTER,  CHARLES,  Merchant  and  Banker, 
was  born  in  Philadelphia,  February  171b,  1798.  IBs 
parents,  both  of  whom  were  Scotch,  came  to  Amer- 
ica some  years  before,  and  settled  in  Philadelphia, 
where  his  father  (also  named  Charles  Macalester) 
became  widely  known  as  'a  prosperous  merchant. 
He  received  a liberal  education,  firstly  at  Grey  and  Wylie  s 
school,  and  afterwards  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 
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A5Tli i I e at  the  latter  institution,  during  the  war  time  of  lSt2, 
when  fifteen  years  of  age,  he  commanded  a company  of 
forty  boys,  who  worked  for  two  days  assisting  to  make  the 
fortifications  upon  the  west  side  of  the  Schuylkill.  Early 
in  life  he  embarked  in  mercantile  pursuits,  and,  in  1821, 
removed  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  until 
1827,  when  he  returned  to  Philadelphia,  and  commenced 
business  there.  1 1 is  force  of  character,  and  especially  his 
sterling  integrity,  soon  made  him  prominent  among  the 
principal  commercial  men  of  the  city,  and  his  relations  also 
became  extensive  and  intimate  with  the  leading  statesmen 
of  the  country,  by  whom  his  advice  on  financial  matters 
was  often  sought.  I le  was  a trusted  friend  of  Presidents 
Jackson,  Van  Ilmen,  Polk,  Pierce,  Buchanan  and  Lincoln, 
and  had  various  political  offices  of  high  importance  ten- 
dered him  at  different  times — among  others,  a Cabinet  ap- 
pointment— all  of  which  lie  uniformly  declined,  preferring 
the  independence  of  private  life.  The  following  memo- 
randa, found  among  his  papers  after  his  decease,  may  here 
be  introduced,  as  telling,  in  his  own  words,  the  story  of 
the  stirring  scenes  and  times  through  which  he  passed,  and 
especially  as  giving  much  interesting  information  about 
the  famous  United  States  Bank,  with  which  he  was  so  con- 
spicuously identified  : “ The  war  between  General  Jackson 
and  the  bank  had  now  (1832)  commenced;  and  was  brought 
on  in  this  way  : the  country  was  divided,  as  it  always  has 
been,  more  or  less,  and  the  political  parties  were  represented 
by  the  Whigs  and  the  Democrats — the  Whigs,  a formidable 
party,  headed  by  Clay,  Webster  and  Calhoun.  A number 
of  leading  Democrats  in  New  Hampshire,  headed  by  Levi 
Woodbury  and  others,  complained  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  that  Jeremiah  Mason,  President  of  the  branch  at 
Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  was  using  that  Branch  Bank 
for  political  objects,  proscribing  Democrats,  etc.  Mr.  Ing- 
ham, then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  Mr.  Louis  M. 
Lane  were  the  only  men  in  the  Cabinet  friendly  to  the  bank. 
Upon  the  receipt  of  Woodbury’s  communication,  Ingham 
enclosed  a copy  of  it  to  Mr.  Riddle  in  a private  note,  to 
give  him  an  opportunity  of  quietly  correcting  the  abuses 
complained  of,  if  they  existed.  Mr.  Biddle,  probably  mis- 
understanding Mr.  Ingham's  object,  replied  in  an  official 
letter,  repelling  any  interference  in  the  management  of  the 
internal  affairs  of  the  bank.  To  this  Mr.  Ingham  found  it 
necessary  to  reply  in  another  official  letter,  and  the  war  be- 
gan. General  Jackson  had  sent  several  nominations  to  the 
Senate  for  Government  Directors,  all  of  whom  were  re- 
jected. The  General  (who  repeatedly  said  that  he  ‘ never 
left  his  wounded  upon  the  field  ’),  supposing,  probably,  that 
politics  had  some  influence  in  ejecting  me  from  the  Board 
of  the  bank,  then  nominated  myself  and  Edward  D.  Ingra- 
ham to  the  Senate,  who  confirmed  us,  and  we  were  the  only 
Government  Directors  in  the  Board  when  the  charter  ex- 
pired. On  my  return  to  the  Board  I was  received  most 
kindly  by  the  officers  and  directors,  and  every  possible  favor 
was  lavished  upon  me  while  the  bank  continued  in  exister.ee. 


The  efforts  made  by  the  bank  to  obtain  a re-charter  were 
immense.  Some  of  its  best  friends  were  opposed  to  moving 
for  it  during  the  Presidential  campaign  of  1832,  and  the 
late  General  Thomas  Cadwalader  (father  of  Judge  Cad- 
walader)  was  sent  to  confer  with  the  leading  men  at  Wash- 
ington as  to  the  expediency  of  applying  fur  a re-charter 
pending  the  canvass  of  that  year,  lie  was  told  by  ‘ the 
triumvirate,’  as  Clay,  Webster,  and  Calhoun  were  called, 
that  if  the  bank  expected  their  support  it  must  throw  its 
influence  into  the  canvass,  and  assist  in  defeating  General 
Jackson.  1 he  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  had  passed 
resolutions,  with  singular  unanimity,  recommending  the  re- 
charter. Mr.  Dallas  was  chosen  to  bring  forward  the  bill 
for  it  in  the  Senate,  and  it  passed  both  houses,  but  was  ve- 
toed by  General  Jackson.  The  bank  and  the  Whig  party 
continued  the  battle,  which  was  kept  up  during  1S33-34 
with  great  fury  on  both  sides.  The  Administration  was 
supported  by  the  Globe , a most  powerful  newspaper,  then 
edited  with  great  ability  by  Francis  Blair  and  Amos  Ken- 
dall; and  in  the  Senate  by  Messrs.  Benton  and  Forsyth, 
who  urged  upon  the  President  the  removal  of  the  Govern- 
ment deposits  from  the  bank,  which  was  resolved  upon. 
W.  J.  Duane  was  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  he 
refused  to  remove  them.  He  was  displaced  from  office, 
and  Roger  B.  Taney  was  appointed,  who  soon  after  carried 
out  the  President’s  wishes.  Upon  this  the  bank  commenced 
a regular  system  of  curtailment.  Money  became  extremely 
scarce,  business  was  prostrated,  confidence  greatly  impaired, 
and  failures  were  numerous.  This  was  called  the  ‘ panic 
season.’  The  political  excitement  also  was  great.  The 
most  popular  orators  were  sent  to  different  parts  of  the 
country  to  rouse  the  people ; among  them  being  Webster, 
Clay,  Preston,  and  McDuffie.  Horace  Binney  and  Daniel 
Webster  spoke  in  Baltimore,  on  a Sunday,  the  latter  de- 
claring that  ‘ there  was  no  Sabbath  in  revolutionary  times.’ 
The  great  object  of  all  this  was  to  compel  a restoration  of 
the  deposits,  which,  it  was  hoped,  might  lead  to  a re-charter 
of  the  bank.  Soon  after  the  appointment  of  myself  and 
Mr.  Ingraham,  we  received  an  autograph  letter  from  Gene- 
ral Jackson  requesting  us  to  obtain  from  the  bank  a copy 
of  its  profit  and  loss  account  for  a certain  period.  As  our 
predecessors  had  been  charged  with  acting  as  spies,  I in- 
sisted upon  notifying  the  Board  of  this  letter,  and  that  we 
should  proceed  to  obtain  the  desired  information.  We  did 
so,  and  had  one  meeting,  when  we  were  stopped  by  the 
refusal  of  the  bank  to  allow  us  to  inspect  the  books.  In 
1835,  I had  changed  my  business  and  become  a banker, 
and  was  employed  extensively  by  the  bank  in  a variety  of 
operations.  After  the  first  suspension,  I collected,  and  had 
brought  from  the  West  and  Southwest,  in  six  months,  three 
millions  of  dollars  in  specie.  I was  sent  to  Washington 
with  a carle  blanche  to  kill  the  first  Sub-Treasury  Bill, 
which  I did,  at  an  expense  of  $Soo.  It  was  done  by  the 
tact  and  influence  of  the  Democrats.  I negotiated  with 
Levi  Woodbury,  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  during  Van 
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Buren’s  term,  ?4, 000,000  worth  of  bonds,  which  the 
hank  had  issued  in  payment  of  the  stock  originally 
subscribed.  After  the  first  suspension  of  the  hank,  some 
of  the  State  banks  were  anxious  to  resume.  Mr.  Biddle 
wished  to  wait  for  another  cotton  crop,  in  order  to  make 
it  more  difficult  for  them  to  do  so.  I was  directed  to 
deposit  to  my  individual  credit  in  several  banks,  here 
and  in  New  York,  as  much  as  I conveniently  could,  with- 
out exciting  suspicion.  I had  5600,000  in  Philadelphia, 
and  a like  amount  in  New  York  banks,  where  it  remained 
almost  untouched,  and  several  committees  called  on  me  to 
see  what  arrangement  they  could  make  in  case  it  was  con- 
cluded to  resume.  This  money  belonged  to  the  bank,  and 
for  it  no  acknowledgment,  even  of  the  most  simple  kind, 
was  given  by  me.  In  1S42,  I went  to  London  on  a privale 
mission,  and  on  this  visit  became  acquainted  with  George 
Peabody,  with  whom  my  relations  became  most  intimate, 
he  being  always  my  guest  when  at  Philadelphia  or  Torres- 
dale.  I was  also  favored,  when  in  London,  with  two  invi- 
tations to  breakfast  from  the  poet  Rogers,  who  told  me  of 
the  meeting  at  his  dinner-table  of  Byron,  Moore  and 
Campbell,  and  showed  where  each  sat.  Byron  and  Moore 
had  quarrelled,  and  Rogers  was  anxious  to  effect  a recon- 
ciliation. lie  invited  Byron  to  come  and  dine  with  Moore. 
Byron  accepted,  saying  he  would  dine  or  fight  with  him, 
he  did  not  care  which.  At  the  dinner,  Byron  was  in  a 
very  bad  humor.  lie  would  eat  nothing  but  potatoes,  with 
pepper  and  a great  deal  of  vinegar.  I became  acquainted 
with  John  C.  Calhoun  in  iS30,when  he  was  Vice-President, 
lie  was  then  in  his  prime,  and  was  the  most  fascinating 
man  I have  known.  John  Forsyth  was  the  best  debater  I 
ever  heard.  During  the  panic  of  1 833— ’34,  he  fought  the 
combined  Whig  phalanx  in  the  Senate,  almost  single- 
handed,  on  the  Bank  question.  The  Administration  was 
largely  in  the  minority  in  the  Senate.  Benton  sustained 
the  President  with  his  ponderous,  battle-axe  .kind  of 
speeches,  which  he  sometimes  kept  going  for  three  or  four 
days  at  a time.  But  Forsyth  was  a semper  paratus  man, 
who  would  keep  at  bay  half  a dozen  assailants  while  Ben- 
ton was  preparing  one  of  his  big  speeches.  During  the 
above-mentioned  panic  season,  when  the  bank  war  was 
raging  with  fury,  I dined  one  evening  with  President  Tack- 
son,  the  company  consisting  of  the  President,  Major  Lewis, 
and  Major  and  Mrs.  Donelson.  After  leaving  the  dining- 
room we  went  into  one  of  the  drawing-rooms,  and  soon 
after  we  were  seated,  Senators  and  members  of  Congress 
began  to  come  in  and  talk  over  the  news  of  the  day.  All 
were  excited  except  the  President.  He  had  received  that 
morning  a letter  from  General  Irwin,  saying  that  he  had 
sent  him  a young  fdly  of  ‘gentle  blood,’  and  twice  during 
the  evening  T heard  the  President  tell  Major  Donelson  to 
‘go  and  see  if  the  filly  had  come.’  He  had  made  up  his 
mind  on  the  Bank  question,  but  wanted  to  see  the  filly. 
My  life  has  been  a most  eventful  one.  I have  lived  to  see 
the  rise  and  fall  of  two  Napoleons,  the  creation  and  disso- 


lution of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  introduction 
of  steam  navigation  ; I have  seen  a public  dinner  given  to 
Captain  Shreeve,  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  for  bringing  his 
boat  up  from  New  Orleans  in  twenty-three  days,  and  have 
known  it  to  be  done  repeatedly  since  in  less  than  five; 
have  witnessed  the  introduction  of  railways  and  the  tele- 
graph ; have  seen  the  country  engaged  in  three  wars  beside 
the  great  Rebellion  ; was  a Democrat  up  to  the  firing  upon 
Sumter,  and  since  then  have  ceased  to  be  a partisan,  and 
tried  to  be  a patriot.”  He  retired  from  active  business  in 
1S49,  occupying  himself  subsequently  witli  his  private 
affairs,  and  various  trusts  and  executorships.  He  was  one 
of  the  Trustees  of  the  Peabody  Education  Fund  from  its 
first  institution.  He  was  also  President  of  the  St.  Andrew’s 
Society,  and  of  the  Orthopaedic  Hospital;  a Director  (from 
the  time  of  its  organization)  of  The  Fidelity  Insurance, 
Trust  and  Safe  Deposit  Company;  of  the  Presbyterian  Hos- 
pital, and  of  the  Insurance  Company  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, of  which  latter  company  his  father  had  been 
President.  In  1S73,  he  gave,  for  the  establishment  of  a 
college  in  Minneapolis,  a valuable  property,  consisting  of  a 
large  building  with  extensive  grounds  attached,  then  named 
by  the  trustees  the  “ Macalester  College”;  and  also  con- 
firmed the  same  by  his  will.  He  was  twice  married; 
firstly,  in  1S24,  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  to  Eliza  A.  Lytle,  only 
daughter  of  General  \V.  II.  Lytle,  and  niece  of  the  cele- 
brated Judge  Rowan,  the  great  rival  of  Ilenry  Clay,  and 
sister  of  the  noted  orator,  R.  T.  Lytle;  and  again,  in  1S41, 
to  Susan,  daughter  of  the  late  John  Wallace,  and  niece  of 
the  Hon.  Horace  Binney.  By  his  first  marriage  he  had 
two  children:  a son,  who  died  shortly  before  himself,  and 
a daughter,  still  living.  He  died  December  pth,  1S73, 
regretted  by  an  unusually  wide  circle  of  friends  and 
acquaintances.  The  event  called  forth  high  tributes  of 
respect  from  the  journals  of  the  city  and  all  the  public 
bodies  with  which  he  had  been  connected.  Eminently 
successful  himself  in  all  his  undertakings,  he  was  al- 
ways ready  to  aid  by  his  advice,  and  by  active  assist- 
ance, those  who  were  beginning  life’s  battle  or  struggling 
with  adversity.  Unobtrusive  in  all  he  did,  generous 
in  every  sense  of  the  word,  he  was  universally  beloved  and 
honored.  His  private  character  was  one  of  the  greatest 
purity,  unselfishness  and  loveliness;  charitable  in  all  his 
judgments  and  indulgent  to  the  weaknesses  and  faults  of 
others,  no  harsh  comments  or  unkind  aspersions  ever 
passed  his  lips;  and  the  one  who  knew  and  loved  him  best 
bears  emphatic  testimony  to  the  fact,  that  never,  even  in 
the  most  unguarded  moments  of  family  intercourse,  did  she 
hear  from  his  lips  one  word  or  sentiment  that  did  not  indi- 
cate the  true  nobleness  of  his  character,  or  that  cannot  now 
be  remembered  with  pride  and  satisfaction.  Such  a life  is 
in  itself  a lesson.  Such  “ footprints  in  the  sands  of  time” 
tend  to  increase  the  faith  in  human  nature,  and  in  the  truth 
and  efficacy  of  that  religion  which  was  always  his  bulwark 
and  guide. 
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EXXINGS,  COI.OXEL  WILLIAM  W.,  Soldier, 
Mechanic  ami  Manufacturer,  son  of  William  and 
Elmira  Jennings,  of  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania, 
was  born  in  that  city,  July  26th,  183S.  1 1 is  edu- 

cation was  acquired  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  city,  and  here  he  diligently  employed  his 
early  years.  Arriving  at  a suitable  age,  he  was  taken,  at 
his  own  solicitation,  into  his  father’s  foundry  to  be  taught 
thoroughly  all  that  pertains  to  that  trade.  A steady  and 
carefttl  worker,  a keen,  close  observer  and  student,  he 
emerged  from  his  apprenticeship  an  accomplished  and 
skilful  workman,  with  not  only  an  excellent  practical  but 
also  a scientific  knowledge  of  his  own  branch  of  the  busi- 
ness, together  with  all  other  matters  connected  with  the 
foundry  and  machine-shop.  The  opening  of  the  Civil  War 
found  him  well  established  in  business  for  himself  in  a 
foundry  and  machine-shop  at  South  and  Short  streets, 
Harrisburg.  Without  hesitating  to  count  the  cost  to  him- 
self, he  immediately  entered  the  service  as  a private  in 
Captain  McCormick’s  Company  (the  “ Loch i el  Greys”). 
Always  military  in  his  tastes,  and  for  a long  time  a member 
of  a cadet  organization,  his  comrades  acknowledged  his 
fitness  to  command  by  electing  him  to  the  First  Lieutenancy 
of  the  company,  and  in  this  capacity  he  served  during  the 
three  months’  campaign  of  1S61,  in  the  25th  Regiment 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  Instantly  upon  his  return  from 
the  front  he  w as  tendered  by  the  Governor  the  position  of 
Post  Adjutant  and  Drill-Master  at  Camp  Curtin.  Accept- 
ing the  commission,  he  continued  on  duty  until  July,  1S62. 
Anxious  to  be  actively  engaged  in  the  field,  he  applied  for 
and  obtained  permission  to  raise  a regiment,  and  the  fol- 
lowing month  found  him  at  the  head  of  the  127th  Regi- 
ment Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  with  a commission  as  Col- 
onel bearing  date  of  August  iCth,  1862.  Proceeding  im- 
mediately to  Washington,  the  regiment  was  brigaded  and 
Colonel  Jennings  placed  in  command.  The  brigade  re- 
mained in  camp  guarding  the  Chain  Bridge,  above  Wash- 
ington, District  of  Columbia,  until  the  beginning  of  Decem- 
ber, 1862.  The  regiment  was  then  sent  to  join  Burnside’s 
command  in  front  of  Fredericksburg,  and  was  attached,  at 
Falmouth,  to  Hall’s  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Second 
Corps,  with  which  it  remained  during  its  term  of  service. 
In  the  many  and  severe  battles  in  which,  under  Colonel 
Jennings,  it  was  engaged,  the  services  of  his  command  and 
its  heavy  losses  fully  attest  the  soldierly  reputation  which 
history  has  accorded  to  the  organization  and  its  gallant 
head.  I he  term  of  service  of  the  regiment  expiring  on 
May  29th,  1S63,  it  was  mustered  out  of  service  at  Harris- 
burg, and  its  commander  returned  to  private  life  until 
called  upon  to  again  enter  the  field  as  commander  of  the 
26th  “Emergency”  Regiment,  during  Lee’s  invasion  of 
Pennsylvania.  How  his  fellow-citizens  appreciated  his  ser- 
vices is  shown  by  their  subsequent  action.  In  the  fall  of 
1863,  he  was,  by  a large  majority,  elected  Sheriff  of  Dauphin 
county,  in  which  capacity  he  acted  with  so  much  fairness 
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and  judgment  that  he  gained  the  favor  of  the  entire  public. 
Anxious  to  re-enter  actively  upon  business  pursuits,  and  to 
attend  to  his  private  interests,  which  lie  had  neglected  fur 
public  affairs,  he  abandoned  official  station  and  turned 
his  attention  to  his  foundry.  Associating  in  partnership 
with  J.  M.  Stover,  he  rapidly  gained  the  business  point 
which  he  had  left,  and  pushing  ever  onward,  spite  of  losses 
and  reverses,  he  has  firmly  established  the  Franklin  Ma- 
chine Works  and  Foundry  of  Harrisburg  as  a successful 
enterprise.  In  1S70,  at  the  request  of  the  Republican 
party,  he  permitted  the  use  of  his  name  as  a candidate  for 
Mayor  of  his  native  town.  Though  he  received  a large 
vote,  yet,  the  city  being  Democratic,  he  was  defeated.  In 
the  present  year  (1874)  he  was  a Delegate  to  the  State 
Republican  Convention,  the  first  convention  which  nomi- 
nated a Lieutenant-Governor.  He  w as  married,  December 
17th,  1S61,  to  Emma  J.  Van  Horne.  His  is  a bold  and 
progressive  spirit  well  balanced  by  sound  judgment.  He 
has  shown  himself  competent  and  worthy  in  every  station 
to  w'hich  he  has  been  called,  making  an  honorable  reputa- 
tion as  a business  man,  a soldier,  a politician,  and  a citizen. 
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ALLACE,  WILLIAM  M.,  M.  D„  Physician  and 
Surgeon,  w as  born,  during  a temporary  residence 
of  his  parents,  at  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  August 
29th,  1S0S.  1 1 is  father,  William  Wallace,  was  a 

lawyer  of  prominence  in  his  day,  at  Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania;  his  mother  was  the  daughter  of 
the  lion.  William  Maclay,  the  first  United  States  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania,  and  the  granddaughter  of  John  Harris, 
the  founder  of  Harrisburg.  Dr.  Wallace  received  a 
thorough  English  and  classical  education  at  '.he  best 
schools  of  the  country  ; pursued  his  medical  studies  at  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  in  Philadelphia,  and  graduated 
therefrom,  with  high  honors,  in  1830.  After  practising 
for  about  two  years,  in  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  and  its 
vicinity,  in  connection  with  P)r.  Luther  Roily,  he  removed 
to  Erie  in  1S33.  In  this  city,  with  the  exception  of  an 
interval  of  five  years,  from  184S  to  1853,  during  which 
time  he  w'as  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  flint  glass  in 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  he  has  since  resided  and  been 
actively  employed  in  attending  to  the  large  anil  ever-in- 
creasing demands  of  his  extensive  private  practice.  lie 
has  been  for  years  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  eminent 
obstetricians  in  the  country,  and  in  his  own  section  his 
fame  is  pre-eminent  in  this  particular,  while  his  success  in 
general  practice  has  added  greatly  to  his  reputation.  In 
1S69,  he  was  elected  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Stale  Medical  Society,  and,  in  1S70,  he  was 
complimented  with  the  high  honor  of  being  elected  by  his 
professional  brethren  to  the  Presidency  of  that  body.  His 
learning  is  great,  his  ambitions  are  honorable,  and  his  life- 
having  been  devoted  to  the  service  of  others,  his  name  is 
revered  by  a large  circle  of  his  fellow-citizens. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL  ENCYCLOPAEDIA. 


-OWELL,  CHARLES  MILLER,  Marble-Worker, 
was  born  in  l’hibulel[)hia,  April  241I1,  1 S 1 4 ; lii.s 
father,  Amos  Howell,  being  one  of  the  most  ex- 
tensive  Goach-buihlers  of  that  city,  carrying  on 
v Kp  his  business  at  the  corner  of  Eighth  anti  Arch 
streets.  He  was  of  Welsh  extraction,  and  his 
wife,  the  mother  of  Charles,  was  of  Scotch  descent.  Charles 
attended  a private  school  until  his  twelfth  year,  receiving 
the  usual  rudimentary  education,  and  was  then  sent  to  an 
excellent  institution  in  Plainfield,  Connecticut,  where  he 
remained  two  years,  making  very  material  progress  in  his 
various  studies.  Upon  his  return,  he  was  apprenticed  at 
the  marble  trade,  under  General  Peter  Fritz;  and,  under 
the  fostering  care  of  this  gentleman,  served  from  his  four- 
teenth until  his  twenty-first  year,  having  in  this  time 
acquired  more  than  ordinary  proficiency  in  the  various 
branches  of  that  business.  He  commenced  then  as  a jour- 
neyman, still  for  a time  remaining  with  his  old  mentor, 
acquiring  meanwhile  a clear  insight  into  counting-house 
rules  and  customs.  In  1S3S,  he  entered  into  the  trade 
upon  his  own  account,  establishing  himself  at  the  corner 
of  Fourth  and  Race  streets,  removing,  after  one  year,  to 
the  corner  of  Ridge  avenue  and  Eleventh  street.  Here 
he  soon  secured,  by  strict  attention  and  prompt  and  fair 
dealing,  a very  large  patronage,  and  continued  for  some 
years  to  prosecute  a thriving  business.  Having  occasion  to 
visit  Lancaster,  be  made  the  acquaintance  of  a lady  of  fine 
culture  and  pleasing  address,  who  soon  after  became  his 
wife.  After  his  marriage,  he  removed  to  Lancaster,  leas- 
ing a large  property  on  East  King  street,  and  in  September, 
1S41,  re-commenced  the  marble  business.  His  success 
here,  assured  from  the  first,  was  far  beyond  his  anticipa- 
tions, and  in  1S46  he  bought  a large  lot  on  North  Queen 
street,  to  which  he  removed  his  business,  and  where  he 
still  continues  it,  having  greatly  extended  the  original  area 
of  his  yard  by  purchasing  properties  north  and  south  of  it. 
Being,  the  oldest  place  of  its  kind  in  Lancaster,  he  has,  by 
careful  attention  to  all  its  necessities,  made  it  the  largest, 
with  a constantly  growing  patronage  which  represents 
every  section  of  that  portion  of  the  Stale.  Much  against 
his  wishes,  he  was  nominated,  in  1S56,  as  the  Democratic- 
candidate  for  County  Treasurer ; and,  despite  the  fact  that 
the  Whig  party  in  that  section  was  greatly  in  the  ascen- 
dancy, he  was  elected  to  that  office  by  a very  large 
majority.  In  this  canvass  he  was  supported  by  the  better 
class  of  voters  of  both  parties,  who  had  learned  from  a long 
intercourse  to  put  a true  estimate  upon  his  worth  as  an  up- 
right, intelligent  citizen.  The  duties  of  this  office  he 
fulfilled  with  wise  discrimination,  succeeding  in  placing 
the  financial  affairs  of  the  county  in  a very  satisfactory  con- 
dition. Upon  the  expiration  of  his  term  in  this  capacity, 
he  was  earnestly  solicited  to  accept  membership  in  the 
City  Councils,  and  was  thereupon  elected.  He  was  suc- 
cessively chosen  each  year  to  a seat  for  a long  period,  and, 
as  a member  of  both  branches,  discharged  the  functions  of 


his  office  with  a purpose  single  to  the  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity. As  a Director,  he  took  an  active  part  in  increasing 
the  efficiency  of  the  common-school  system,  and  suggested 
a number  of  amendments  which  were  carried  out  with  the 
most  beneficial  results.  In  1872,  he  was  appointed  by 
the  Mayor  Chief-Engineer  of  the  Lancaster  Fire  Depart- 
ment; in  1S73,  was  continued  in  the  same  office  by  the 
unanimous  choice  of  the  firemen  themselves,  and  might 
have  filled  the  position  for  an  indefinite  period  if  he  had 
not  refused  a re-election.  Many  positions  of  private  and 
public  trust  were  pressed  upon  him,  but  in  all  these  cases 
he  felt  himself  called  upon,  by  reason  of  his  innate  repug- 
nance to  notoriety  and  the  urgent  claims  of  his  own  busi- 
ness, to  decline.  In  1835,  he  became  a member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  connecting  himself  with  Mount  Moriah 
Lodge,  No.  155,  of  Philadelphia;  but  upon  his  removal  to 
•Lancaster,  in  1S41,  transferred  his  membership  to  Lodge 
No.  43,  of  that  city;  was  elected  W.  M.  in  1852,  re- 
elected in  1S54,  and  in  the  same  year  was  appointed  D.  D. 
G.  M.  for  the  First  Masonic  District  of  Pennsylvania,  an 
appointment  which  lie  still  retains.  lie  has  passed  through 
all  the  chairs,  in  1871  being  elected  R.  E.  G.  C.  of  the 
Grand  Connnandery  Knights  Templar  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  re-elected  in  1872.  lie  is  also  an  Odd  Fellow,  having 
filled  all  the  offices  of  the  Subordinate  Lodge  and  Encamp- 
ment, and  haying  founded  Monterey  Lodge,  No.  242,  of 
Lancaster,  of  which  he  is  still  a member.  lie  is  a member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  has  been  a Trustee  in  it 
for  upwards  of  thirty  years.  On  December  2S1I1,  1S41,  he 
married  a. daughter  of  the  late  John  Michael,  the  proprietor 
of  the  Grape  Hotel,  Queen  street,  Lancaster,  and  has  had 
five  children,  four  of  whom  are  living,  the  two  sons  being 
associated  w ith  their  father  in  the  marble  business.  II  is 
eldest  daughter  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  William  D.  Le  Fevre, 
now  engaged  in  pastoral  duties  in  Bedford  county. 
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ALDWEI.L,'  ROBERT  BENTON,  Banker,  was 
born  in  Birmingham,  Huntingdon  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, July  iSlh,  1851.  His  father,  William 
Caldwell,  a resident  of  the  above-named  county, 
was  largely  interested  in  the  tanning  business; 
his  mother,  Mary  ( Lloyd j Caldwell,  was  origi- 
nally from  Blair  county,  in  the  same  State.  His  education 
was  acquired  in  the  common  schools  located  in  Sinking 
Valley,  Blair  county,  and  when  in  his  thirteenth  year  he 
abandoned  school  life  in  order  to  take  charge  of  the  tan- 
ning business  of  his  father,  the  latter  being  then  in  a preca- 
rious stale  of  health.  1 1 is  father  dying  at  the  expiration 
of  a year  from  that  time,  he  retired  from  the  business,  and, 
leaving  his  home,  obtained  employment  in  a mercantile 
establishment  at  Ironsville,  a neighboring  town,  under 
James  McQuade,  a prominent  and  enterprising  merchant 
of  that  place.  lie  remained  there  for  six  months,  when. 
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in  1S65,  he  entered  the  banking  house  of  Lloyd,  Caldwell 
& Co.,  in  Tyrone,  remaining  here  until  1S70,  and  acquiring 
meanwhile  a thorough  insight  into  the  management  and 
operation  of  banking  in  all  its  details  and  principles.  In 
the  opening  of  1S71,  he  removed  to  Renovo,  Pennsylvania, 
and  there  opened  a banking  house  under  the  firm-name  of 
R.  B.  Caldwell  & Co.,  conducting  business  in  the  same 
manner  as  an  incorporated  bank.  Since  the  establishment 
of  this  institution  it  has  been  operated  with  marked  success 
and  ability,  and  unlimited  confidence  is  reposed  in  its 
solidity  and  integrity  by  all  acquainted  with  its  existence 
and  workings.  I lis  settlement  in  Renovo  was  due  to  the 
advice  and  encouragement  of  his  uncle,  \V.  M.  Lloyd,  of 
the  firm  of  Lloyd,  Caldwell  & Co.,  and  it  is  needless  to  say 
that  he  has  never  regretted  the  step  taken  at  the  instance 
of  that  able  and  efficient  business  man.  The  town  of 
Renovo  contains  about  2500  inhabitants;  the  main  shops 
of  the  Philadelphia  & Erie  Railroad  being  located  here, 
and  no  banking  facilities  for  the  merchants  existing  in  the 
pilace,  they  were  formerly  compelled  to  bank  at  Lock 
Haven,  which  is  about  twenty-eight  miles  distant ; a due 
consideration  of  this  fact  enables  a proper  appreciation  of 
the  value  of  the  convenience  resulting  from  the  enterprise 
of  Robert  B.  Caldwell.  In  the  fall  of  1S73,  he  was  a can- 
didate on  the  Republican  ticket  for  the  Legislature,  but, 
owing  to  the  great  prevalence  of  Democratic  principles  in 
this  region,  he,  though  reducing  greatly  the  average  majority 
of  the  opposing  party,  did  not  secure  an  election.  Al- 
though so  young  a man,  he  has  already  made  a mark 
in  the  community  where  he  resides,  and  has  a future  of 
greatly  extended  usefulness  before  him.  lie  was  married, 
in  the  fall  of  1872,  to  Emma  G.  Beebe,  daughter  of  John 
C.  Beebe,  an  influential  and  highly-respected  citizen  of 
Erie,  Pennsylvania,  and  now  deceased. 


A V L E Y,  W 1 LI.I  A M COW  E LL,  Merchant, 
Soldier  and  Manufacturer,  was  born  in  King’s 
county,  Ireland,  April  30th,  1S24.  He  was  edu- 
cated at  a private  school  in  Dublin,  and  in  1S48 
emigrated  to  the  United  States.  Travelling  through 
the  country  in  search  of  employment,  walking 
the  greater  part  of  the  way,  he  finally  reached  Huntingdon 
county,  Pennsylvania.  Here  chance  threw  him  in  the  way 
of  Edwin  Shoenberger,  who  employed  him  in  the  capacity 
of  storekeeper  at  his  Juniata  Iron-Works.  In  a very  short 
time,  so  soon  did  his  superior  capabilities  become  known, 
he  was  placed  in  a more  responsible  position  at  the  Gap 
Forge  and  Furnace,  in  Blair  county.  Here  he  had  charge 
of  the  establishment,  and  remained  until  the  failure  of  Iris 
employer  compelled  the  suspension  of  the  works.  Having 
made  the  acquaintance  of  the  father  of  his  former  employer, 
Peter  Shoenberger,  he  was  by  him  engaged  as  bookkeeper 


and  general  accountant.  After  two  years,  the  entire  man- 
agement of  the  works  was  intrusted  to  him,  and  he  filled 
this  highly  important  post  until  Peter  Shoenberger  leased 
all  his  properly  to  his  sons-in-law.  To  these  gentlemen 
the  ability  of  William  C.  Bayley  was  so  well  known  that  he 
was  retained  in  his  capacity  as  manager,  and  so  continued 
until  1S56.  At  that  date  he  resigned  his  post  and  entered 
into  a partnership  with  Robert  M.  Lemon,  for  the  manu- 
facture of  iron,  at  Bennington  Furnace,  Cambria  county, 
Pennsylvania.  This  connection  endured  until  the  panic 
year  of  1S5S,  when  business  became  so  much  prostrated 
that,  in  order  to  save  his  commercial  honor,  he  sold  out  his 
interest  in  the  iron-works.  The  payment  in  full  of  all  his 
debts  left  him  almost  without  a dollar.  But  he  had  energy, 
youth,  a good  name  and  unlimited  credit.  With  a small 
stock  of  goods  he  moved  to  Western  Virginia  and  started 
business.  Soon  the  Civil  War  commenced,  and  trade  in  the 
South,  as  in  the  North,  suffered  severely.  He  was  in  the 
midst  of  the  newly-formed  Confederacy;  he  had  no  sym- 
pathy with  the  movement,  but  remained  where  his  interests 
lay.  He  did  not  want  to  stay,  and  he  did  not  want  to  go. 
Even  in  those  times  of  hot  blood,  fair  dealing  and  courtesy 
brought  their  reward  ; he  stayed  in  that  section  of  the  South 
when  every  other  acknowledged  Northern  man  had  been 
obliged  to  leave,  and  was  always  well  treated.  Succeeding 
at  last  in  disposing  of  his  goods  to  a Dr.  Wilson,  he  ex- 
changed the  moiyty  received  for  Eastern  drafts  and  made 
his  way  to  the  North.  He  immediately  entered  the  army, 
enlisting  in  the  125th  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
and,  after  a few  weeks’  service  with  his  regiment,  was  ap- 
pointed Aide  to  General  Thomas  L.  Kane,  in  the  Second 
Division,  Twelfth  Army  Corps,  in  which  capacity  he  experi- 
enced much  active  service  and  participated  in  the  battles 
of  Antic-tain  and  Chancellorsville.  His  regiment  being 
mustered  out  after  nine  months,  he  was  commissioned,  by 
the  President,  Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster,  and 
returned  to  duty  upon  the  staff  of  General  Kane.  I lis  ap- 
pointment was  subsequently  cancelled  by  the  Senate,  upon 
political  grounds.  He  was  afterwards  offered,  and  accepted, 
the  position  of  Quartermaster  of  the  22<1  Pennsylvania  Cav- 
alry, and  with  that  organization  remained  upon  duty  in  the 
field  until  the  close  of  the  war,  at  which  lime  he  was  acting 
as  Post  Quartermaster  at  New  Creek,  in  West  Virginia. 
Returning  to  the  North,  he  settled  in  Hollidaysburg,  and 
engaged  in  the  lumber  trade,  entering  into  partnership 
with  John  A.  Lemon,  now  Stale  Senator.  i he  firm  bought 
an  interest  in  400  acres  of  land  in  the  Allegheny  Moun- 
tains, from  which,  in  three  years,  they  cut  over  6,000,000 
of  feet  of  lumber.  Some  years  since  the  co-partnership 
was  dissolved,  the  saw-mill  and  stock  sold,  and  William 
C.  Bayley  became  proprietor  of  a foundry  and  machine 
shop.  He  was  married,  in  1851,  to  Maria,  daughter  of 
Robert  Fitzgerald,  of  Nanens  Town,  county  Kildare, 
I re-land. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL 

fgEWITT,  IION.  BENJAMIN  L.,  Lawyer,  was 
horn  in  Petersburg,  Huntingdon  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, June  4th,  1833.  At  an  early  age  lie  was 
C0C7  tutored  and  partially  prepared  for  college  at  Tus- 
^ A3  carora  Academy,  under  the  excellent  guidance 
of  Professor  David  Wilson,  distinguished  for  his 
scholarly  attainments  and  wise  administration.  After  an 
additional  course  of  preparatory  studies,  under  the  tutorship 
of  Professor  L.  Williams,  at  Ilollidaysburg,  in  which  he 
evinced  an  unusual  degree  of  steadfastness  and  penetration, 
he  entered  the  Sophomore  class  at  Princeton,  in  1851. 
Here  he  labored  diligently  to  perfect  himself  in  the  various 
branches  allotted  him,  and  made  such  satisfactory  progress 
that,  in  1854,  he  graduated,  well  up  in  point  of  scholarship 
in  a large  class,  and  prepared  to  emerge  into' active  profes- 
sional life,  or  at  least  that  portion  of  it  consisting  in  fitting 
oneself  to  cope  with  the  intricacies  of  the  law.  A course 
of  legal  studies,  under  the  tuition  of  lion.  St  S.  Blair,  of 
Ilollidaysburg,  secured  his  admittance  to  IhSvbar,  in  Octo- 
ber, 1856.  Immediately  after  this  he  engaged  in  vigorous 
practice  in  the  above-named  town,  and  soon  won  an  exten- 
sive and  remunerative  clientage.  In  many  of  the  leading 
cases  affecting  the  interests  of  various  prominent  persons 
resident  at  Ilollidaysburg  and  in’" itsWicinity,  he  was  «a 
prime  mover,  and  ever  displayed  praiseworthy  talent  and 
capacity.  Having  inspired  his  friends  and  fellow-citizens 
with  confidence  in  him  as  a wise  and  honorable  man,  they 
urged  him  to  launch  himself  into  political  life;  but,  caring 
little  for  the  troubles  and  vexations  attending  'such  a career, 
he  modestly  preferred  to  live  privately  aiid  tranquilly. 
Finally,  however,  he  was  elected  District  Attorney,  in  the; 
fall  of  1S57;  and,  in  i860,  was  honored  by  a‘  re-election. 
During  this  time  he  did  not  foil  to  realize  the  anticipations 
of  his  friends  as  an  able  and  efficient  criminal  lawyer,  at  all 
times  demeaning  himself  as  a conscientious  public  prose- 
cutor. During  1 S64— ’65,  he  was  a Major  of  Volunteers, 
also  Paymaster,  positions  which  were  filled  with  satisfac- 
tion to  the  Government  and  with  honor  to  himself.  From 
this  time  forward,  until  1869,  he  devoted  himself  to  his 
professional  duties,  and  conducted  successfully  many  im- 
portant and  harassing  cases.  In  the  fall  of  1870,  he  was 
elected  to  the  Legislature,  was  re-elected  in  1871;  and, 
during  the  session  of  1S72,  was  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  and  leader  of  the  House, 
displaying  great  parliamentary  tact  and  political  sagacity 
in  the  management  of  all  questions  affecting  the  policy 
of  the  party  or  public  interests.  In  the  preceding  session 
(1871)  he  was  also  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Re- 
vision of  the  Civil  Code.  In  May,  1S73,  he  was  appointed 
by  Governor  II  art  ran  ft,  one  of  the  Fish  Commissioners  of 
the  State,  for  a term  of  three  years,  having  been  selected 
for  the  position  on  account  of  his  thorough  acquaintance 
with  the  subject  of  artificial  fish  culture,  now  command- 
ing so  much  attention  by  other  States  of  the  Union  and 
the  National  Government. 


ENCYCLOPAEDIA. 

”LLES,  COLONEL  CHARLES  F.,  Jr.,  Mer- 
chant, Railway  Constructor,  etc.,  was  a native  of 
Bradloid  county,  and  was  born  about  the  year 
1812.  lie  received  his  education  in  the  schools  of 
his  neighborhood,  and  early  commenced  business 
life  in  the  pursuits  of  farming,  lumbering,  and 
merchandizing.  1 1 is  first  ventures  on  his  own  account  were 
in  the  lumber  trade.  He  was  in  the  habit,  in  the  spring 
of  the  year,  during  the  “ freshet  ” season,  of  constructing 
“rafts,”  which  he  would  float  down  the  Susquehanna  to 
Middletown,  Columbia,  or  Port  Deposit,  where  he  would 
find  a market.  Often,  upon  his  passage  down  the  river,  he 
would  purchase  other  “ rafts,”  thus  accumulating  large 
quantities  of  lumber,  and  increasing  greatly  his  profit. 
On  one  occasion,  meeting  with  an  opportunity  for  an  un- 
usually profitable  investment,  but  lacking  the  capital  neces- 
sary to  embark  in  the  speculation,  he  concluded  to  and 
did  make  application  to  G.  M.  Ilollenback,  of  Wilkesbarre, 
for  assistance.  Being  known  to  that  gentleman  as  an 
industrious,  energetic,  honest  young  man,  he  received, 
without  security,  for  he  had  none  to  offer  other  than  his 
goacl  name,  the  required  assistance.  The  investment 
proved  successful,  the  borrowed  money  was  duly  returned, 
and  the  borrower  and  lender,  in  this  instance,  became  life- 
long'” friends.  J laving  been  uniformly  prosperous  in  his 
transactions'  in  lumber,  and  having  accumulated  thereby 
some  capital, Jicy about  the  year  1S35,  purchased  the  stock 
for  a small  country  store,  the  building  for  which  he  erected, 
in  his.native  ’township,  between  the  time  of  his  purchase 
of  the., supplies'  in  Philadelphia  and  their  arrival  at  his 
.home..  Good  fortune  continuing  to  follow  him  in  his 
mercantile  venture,  he  established  branch  stores  along  the 
line  of  construction  on  the  North  Branch  Canal,  and  con- 
tinued these  commercial  pursuits  until  the  suspension  of 
that  public  work.  In  1S43,  l'e  removed  to  Athens  and 
entered  into  business  on  a largely-extended  scale,  but 
finally  relinquished  all  connection  with  trade,  in  order  to 
devote  his  entire  attention  to  large  and  lucrative  operations 
in  public  works,  and  the  construction  of  great  improve- 
ments. Among  the  many  railroad  and  other  enterprises 
in  which  he  was  engaged,  the  following  are  but  a few: 
In  iS50-’5 1,  he  contracted  to  build  a section  of  fourteen 
miles  on  "the  New  York  & Erie  Railroad,  near  Ilornells- 
ville;  in  1852,  forty-five  miles  of  the  Buffalo  & State  Line 
Railroad;  in  1854,  forty-five  miles  of  the  second  track 
of  the  Erie  Road,  from  Owego  to  the  junction  west  of 
Elmira;  also  the  second  track  of  the  same  road  from 
Deposit  to  Lanesboro;  also  the  second  track  on  the  same 
road,  from  Port  Jervis  to  Otisville.  One  of  the  largest 
contracts  into  which  he  ever  entered  was  the  construction 
of  that  part  of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western 
Railroad  east  of  Scranton.  This  was  remarkably  heavy 
work,  much  of  it  costing  in  the  neighborhood  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  per  mile  to  grade;  the  supplies 
for  which  had  to  be  transported  from  thirty  to  fifty  miles 
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in  wagons,  over  a mountainous  road.  In  the  completion 
of  this  undertaking  he  displayed  great  energy  and  untiring 
industry.  Immediately  after  he  undertook  the  construction 
of  a large  part  of  the  Warren  Railroad  in  New  Jersey, 
and  the  Lackawanna  & Bloomsburg  road,  extending  from 
Scranton,  Pennsylvania,  to  Bloomsburg,  through  the  coal 
regions  of  the  Lackawanna  and  Wyoming  Valleys.  For 
several  years  he  was  President  of  this  road.  In  1856,  he 
constructed  the  Brunswick  & Florida  Railroad,  and  was 
its  President  for  two  years,  when  he  resigned.  The  Gov- 
ernor of  Pennsylvania  refusing  to  sign  an  appropriation  for 
the  completion  of  the  North  Branch  Canal,  unless  a north- 
ern connection  were  first  secured  with  the  canal  system 
of  New  York,  he,  in  1854,  induced  several  of  his  friends 
to  join  him  in  furnishing  the  capital  to  construct  the  junc- 
tion canal,  extending  from  the  Chemung  Canal  at  Elmira, 
New  York,  to  the  State  line  near  Waverly.  The  North 
Branch  Canal  being  subsequently  closed,  he  and  his  asso- 
ciates who  joined  in  the  enterprise  lost  the  entire  invest- 
ment. In  1856,  he,  in  connection  with  his  partner  and 
cousin,  Ilenry  S.  Welles,  contracted  to  erect  the  Brooklyn 
Water- Works.  Previously  to  this  they  had  undertaken  to 
supply  the  city  of  Williamsburg  with  water  Lorn  certain 
lakes  and  watercourses  on  Long  Island;  and,  during  the 
progress  of  this  work,  the  contract  was  entered  into  to 
construct  the  extensive  reservoirs  to  supply  the  consolidated 
city.  This  important  work  was  completed  in  the  most 
satisfactory  manner  at  a cost  of  about  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars. The  energy  and  financial  ability  which  were  required 
to  successfully  accomplish  this  great  undertaking  in  the 
midst  of  the  money  crisis  of  1857,  when  many  of  the 
oldest  and  hitherto  most  reliable  business  houses  in  the 
country  were  prostrated,  are  especially  worthy  of  notice. 
In  1S57,  he  purchased  a half  interest  in  an  extensive  lum- 
ber establishment  at  Menominee  river,  on  Green  bay, 
which,  after  holding  for  about  seven  years,  he  disposed  of 
on  advantageous  terms.  In  1S59,  he  bought  the  entire 
line  of  the  North  Branch  Canal,  and,  having  sold  the  por- 
tion extending  from  Wilkesbarre  southward,  he  organized 
the  North  Branch  Canal  Company,  and  shipped  the  first 
Wyoming  coal  to  Chicago  and  the  West,  thus  inaugurating 
a trade  which  lias  since  had  a large  expansion.  1 1 is  main 
object  in  securing  this  canal--a  purchase  he  made  known 
to  only  a few  confidential  friends — was  to  change  it  to  a 
railway  route.  In  pursuance  of  this  project  the  “ Penn- 
sylvania & New  York  Canal  and  Railroad  Company  ” was 
subsequently  formed,  and  its  franchises  sold,  in  1S65,  to 
the  “ Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  Company.”  Under  the 
auspices  of  the  latter  company,  the  railway,  now  known  as 
the  “ Pennsylvania  & New  York,”  connecting  the  Lehigh 
Valley  Railroad  at  Wilkesbarre,  with  the  Erie  at  Waverly- — - 
one  hundred  and  five  miles — was  constructed  and  opened 
for  traffic  in  September,  1S69.  He  acted  as  President  of 
this  corporation  until  January,  1870.  Securing  the  con- 
struction of  the  Ithaca  A Athens  Railroad,  and  of  the  ex- 


tension of  the  “ Southern  Central,”  from  Owego  to  Athens, 
he  completed  both  works,  and  accomplished  the  great 
ambition  of  his  life,  living  to  see  a continuous  line  of  rail- 
roads, in  great  part  the  result  of  his  own  labors,  extending 
from  the  Susquehanna,  at  Wyoming,  to  the  Great  Lakes. 
These  are  some  of  his  principal  undertakings,  and  are 
evidences  of  a boldness,  foresight,  and  confidence  in  the 
ability  to  achieve,  not  often  possessed  by  any  one  man. 
Over-attention  to  business  and  continuous  mental  exertion 
finally  impaired  his  health  and  shattered  his  constitution ; 
hence,  for  several  years  previous  to  his  death,  he  was 
obliged  to  abstain  from  great  mental  exertion.  He  died 
suddenly,  on  October  9th,  1S72,  while  in  conversation 
with  his  associates  of  the  Southern  Central  Directory,  at 
Auburn,  New  York,  in  the  sixty-first  year  of  his  age. 
Thus  closed  the  earthly  career  of  a singularly  energetic 
man,  who  died  as  he  had  lived,  “ with  harness  on  his 
back.”  He  was  possessed  of  a marvellously  quick  per- 
ception, a thorough  knowledge  of  finance  and  industrial 
subjects,  great  faculty  for  organization  and  control,  and  an 
uncommon  power  of  impressing  his  convictions  on  others. 
In  1843,  he  married  a daughter  of  lion.  John  Laporte, 
who,  with  seven  children,  survives  him. 


6^cCLINTOCK,  ANDREW  TODD,  Lawyer,  was 
o * I . born  in  Northumberland,  Pennsylvania,  February 
k|  2d,  1S10.  Ilis  ancestors  were  Scotch-Irish,  his 

father,  Samuel  McClintock,  having  been  born  in 
Jr  the  north  of  Ireland,  but  of  Scotch  origin.  Ilis 
w mother  was  I Iannah  Todd,  of  Montgomery  county, 
Pennsylvania.  Ilis  preliminary  education  was  received  at 
the  schools  of  his  native  county,  after  which  he  spent  three 
years  at  Kenyon  College,  Ohio.  He  then  commenced  the 
study  of  law  under  the  direction  of  James  Hepburn,  a very 
talented  attorney  of  Northumberland.  After  about  one 
year,  he  removed  to  Luzerne  county  and  completed  his 
legal  course  in  the  office  of  the  lion.  George  W.  Wood- 
ward, with  whom  he  was  afterwards  in  partnership.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1S36,  and  has  ever  since  been 
in  the  active  practice  of  his  profession.  He  was  appointed 
District  Attorney  of  Luzerne  county  by  Attorney-General 
Johnson,  under  Governor  Porter,  and  discharged  the  duties 
of  that  office  with  distinguished  ability  and  conscientiousness. 
But  public  position  being  distasteful  to  him,  he  resigned 
the  office  after  one  year’s  service,  lie  has  frequently  been 
solicited  to  accept  public  appointment,  but  has  invariably 
refused.  He  has  been  for  a number  of  years  counsel  of 
the  Delaware  & Hudson,  and  Delaware,  Lackawanna  A 
Western  Railroad  Companies.  He  was  appointed,  by 
Governor  Ilartranft,  one  of  the  Commissioners  to  revise 
the  New  Constitution,  who  commenced  their  sessions  in 
Philadelphia,  in  August,  1S74.  In  1S41,  he  was  married 
to  Augusta,  daughter  of  Jacob  Cist,  of  W ilkesbarre. 
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*,  /Vt  URPIIY,  JAMES,  Merchant,  was  born  in  Ireland,  | 
January  2Sth,  1842.  His  parents  were  Daniel  j 
Murphy  and  Mary  (McMahon)  Murphy,  both  of 
unmixed  and  worthy  Irish  extraction.  He  came 
to  this  country  in  1854,  and  settled  with  his  family 
in  Lock  Haven,  Pennsylvania.  Ilis  education 
was  acquired  in  the  common  schools  of  the  vicinity,  and, 
though  debarred  from  pursuing  his  studies  in  the  thorough 
and  complete  manner  which  he  desired,  he  nevertheless 
succeeded  in  obtaining  a useful  and  a practical  education. 
In  December,  1S56,  he  entered  the  general  mercantile 
establishment  of  the  brothers  Wright,  of  Lock  Haven,  and 
continued  to  act  in  their  employ  until  1S61.  At  that  date 
the  original  firm  was  succeeded  by  Simon  Scott,  with 
whom  he  remained  until  May,  1865.  A branch  store  was 
then  opened  by  his  employer,  at  Rcnovo,  and,  being  ex- 
tended an  interest  therein,  he  took  charge  of  the  business 
at  that  point;  this  establishment  was  known  under  the 
name  of  Murphy  & Co.,  the  profits  being  equally  divided 
between  James  Murphy  and  Simon  Scott.  Ultimately,  the 
branch  store  became  the  leading  mercantile  house  in 
Rcnovo;  the  trade,  in  a fair  season,  averaging  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  per  annum;  this  business  being 
accomplished  in  a place  containing  but  about  two  thousand 
live  hundred  inhabitants,  and  having  no  surrounding 
country  to  depend  upon  for  profitable  relations,  as  the 
town  lies  in  the  heart  of  the  valley,  and  is  isolated  from 
the  neighboring  villages  and  large  centres  of  commerce. 
Also  connected  with  the  house  of  Murphy  & Co.  is  an 
extensive  clothing  establishment,  whose  business  is  prose- 
cuted under  the  name  of  Logan  & Co.,  James  Murphy 
being  largely  interested  as  one  of  the  company.  For  a 
long  period  he  was  a School  Director  on  the  Board  of 
Rcnovo,  and,  as  one  of  the  first  who  acted  in  that  capacity 
when  the  town  was  founded,  was  noted  for  his  energy  and 
generous  efforts.  He  has  also  been  Treasurer  of  Rcnovo, 
and  an  influential  member  of  the  Town  Council,  exhibiting, 
in  this  position,  commendable  firmness  and  judgment. 
As  Treasurer  of  the  Building  Loan  Association,  his  shrewd 
enterprise  and  unerring  foresight  have  contributed  materially 
to  its  successful  establishment.  Entering  into  life  without 
means,  he  has,  unaided,  won  for  himself  position  and 
public  esteem.  He  was  married,  in  1S64,  to  Catherine 
Keefe,  of  Lock  Haven,  Pennsylvania. 


ITCAIRN,  ROBERT,  Superintendent  of  the  Pitts- 
burgh Division  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  was 
born  in  Johnstone,  a village  near  Paisley,  in 
(o  f"  0 Scotland,  on  May  6th,  1836.  Ilis  parents,  who 
c had  emigrated  to  this  country  in  their  early  life 

and  returned  to  Scotland  again,  came  once  more 
to  the  United  States,  in  1846,  and  settled  in  Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania.  He  received  a common-school  education, 


partly  in  Scotland  and  partly  in  this  country.  In  1850,  he 
entered  the  service  of  the  Atlantic  & Ohio  Telegraph  Com- 
pany, as  messenger  boy,  in  the  Pittsburgh  office  ; soon  after- 
wards perfected  himself  in  telegraphy,  and  was  promoted  to 
operator.  In  the  fall  of  1S52  or  1S53,  he  entered  the  service 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  as  Telegraph  Operator  anti 
Assistant  Ticket  Agent  at  Mountain  House,  near  Hollidays- 
burg,  while  that  company  was  yet  using  the  old  Portage 
road  over  the  Alleghenies.  In  February,  1854,  the  Penn-' 
sylvania  Railroad  having  completed  their  own  line  over  the 
mountains,  he  was  transferred  to  the  General  Superintend- 
ent’s office,  Altoona,  to  await  a similar  position  at  one  of 
the  mountain  way-stations  then  being  opened.  He,  how- 
ever, was  fortunate  in  being  retained  in  the  General  Super- 
intendent’s office,  where  he  remained,  filling  different  posi- 
tions, until  1S61,  with  the  exception  of  one  year’s  intermis- 
sion, he  having  been  sent  to  the  Western  Division  of  the 
Pittsburgh,  Fort  Wayne  & Chicago  Railway,  when  that 
road  was  being  completed  from  Plymouth  to  Chicago.  In 
1861  or  1S62,  he  was  appointed  Superintendent  of  the  Mid- 
dle Division  from  Mifflin  to  Conemaugh.  Some  time  after- 
wards the  road  was  reorganized,  and  he  was  appointed 
Superintendent  of  Transportation,  a position  he  held  until 
the  spring  of  1865,  when  he  was  promoted  to  be  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Pittsburgh  Division.  In  that  responsible 
position  he  is  still  engaged,  lie  has  therefore  served  for 
twenty-two  years,  unintyruptedly,  in  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad  Company’s  interest,  rising  from  the  position  of 
messenger  to  that  of  Division  Superintendent,  and  growing 
up  with  the  business  of  from  two  to  three  trains  per  day  to 
the  immense  travel  now  passing  over  the  road.  He  was 
married,  in  1856,  to  Elizabeth  E.,  daughter  of  John  Rigg, 
of  Altoona,  and  formerly  of  Lewistown,  Pennsylvania.  Of 
two  younger  brothers  who  started  as  lie  did,  John  Pitcairn, 
Jr.,  was  lately  General  Manager  of  the  Oil  Creek  & Alle- 
gheny River  Railroad,  and  has  now  retired  from  railroad 
business;  and  Hugh  Pitcairn  is  now  Division  Superintendent 
of  the  Pittsburgh  Division  of  the  Pan  Handle  Railroad. 


RIDGENS,  R.  R.,  Lumber  Merchant,  was  born  in 
Lock  Haven,  Clinton  county,  Pennsylvania,  Oc- 
tober 10th,  1818.  His  father,  Thomas  Bridgens, 
and  mother,  Rosanna  (Richey)  Bridgens,  are 
residents  of  the  same  county,  and  were  among  its 
earliest  and  best-known  settlers.  In  former  days, 
his  grandfather  also  resided  in  ihe  neighborhood,  and  acted 
valiantly  as  a captain  of  militia  during  the  Indian  war  which 
then  agitated  this  section  of  the  Stale.  R.  R.  Bridgens 
lived  on  a farm  until  he  had  attained  his  seventeenth  year, 
acquiring — in  accordance  with  the  primitive  usages  of  those 
days — the  rudiments  of  the  crude  and  elementary  education 
obtainable  in  the  neighboring  log  school-house.  In  the 
year  following  his  withdrawal  from  school  life,  he  entered 
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into  the  business  of  contracting  on  railroads  and  canals;  and 
from  that  date  down  to  the  present  time  has  been  constantly 
engaged  in  this  occupation,  operating  on  an  extensive  scale, 
and  in  different  parts  of  tile  county.  lie  is  now,  and  has 
been  for  many  years,  largely  engaged  in  the  lumber  trade; 
and  the  firm  of  Noyes,  Pridgens  & Co.  are  probably  the 
largest  dealers  in  square  lumber  on  the  West  Branch.  He 
is  interested  also  in  the  banking-house  of  Moore,  Simpson 
& Co.,  of  Lock  Haven;  and,  for  a number  of  years,  has  had 
charge  of  the  canals  in  this  section  of  the  State,  receiving 
his  appointment  from  the  Canal  Commissioners  in  1857, 
and  holding  it  until  the  date  of  the  filial  sale  of  the  canals. 
While  acting  in  the  above-named  capacity,  he  evinced  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  many  details  and  duties  attend- 
ant upon  its  management  and  administration,  and  in  every 
particular  gave  entire  satisfaction  to  all  concerned  therein. 
In  politics  he  belongs  to  the  old  Democratic  school;  and, 
although  never  holding,  or  desiring  to  hold,  any  political 
office,  has  always  been  an  active  and  a prominent  member 
of  the  party.  During  one  period,  owing  to  the  warm  soli- 
citations of  his  friends,  he  was  Burgess  of  the  town,  and  as 
such  deported  himself  with  dignity  and  capability.  At  an 
early  date  entire  success  crowned  all  his  efforts,  and, 
acquiring  in  due  time  a considerable  fortune,  he  has  ever 
been  distinguished  for  his  public  and  private  generosity  and 
benevolence.  At  the  present  time,  he  devotes  but  little 
personal  attention  to  any  of  the  mercantile  pursuits  in  which 
lie  is  still  extensively  interested,  preferring  to  enjoy  the 
pleasures  of  a tranquil  and  unfettered  privacy.  lie  is 
widely  known  as  a skilful  and  untiring  hunter;  and,  at  the 
arrival  of  the  proper  season,  proceeds  with  tents  and  a pack 
of  hounds,  twenty- four  in  number,  to  the  camping-ground, 
where,  accompanied  by  his  friends,  he  indulges  with  great 
zest  in  his  favorite  recreation.  In  manner  and  action  he  is 
modest  and  unassuming,  in  conversation  appreciative  and 
interesting,  and  li is  undeviating  integrity  in  all  things  is 
worthy  of  high  commendation.  He  was  married,  in  1850, 
to  Elizabeth  Crawford,  of  Lock  Haven,  Clinton  county, 
Pennsylvania,  a woman  of  lovable  and  admirable  character. 


RIPP,  IRA,  Capitalist,  was  born  in  Providence, 
Luzerne  county,  Pennsylvania,  January  6th,  1814. 
Ills  father,  Isaac  Tripp,  and  mother,  Catherine 
La  France,  were  of  English  and  French  ancestry. 
"They  removed  to  Pennsylvania  from  Providence, 
Rhode  Island.  1 1 is  education  was  received  at 
the  common  schools,  and  the  business  of  his  life,  from  his 
early  youth  to  the  present  day,  has  been  that  of  a farmer. 
In  connection  with  his  agricultural  pursuits,  he  has  also 
been  largely  engaged  in  coal-mining  operations,  owning 
large  tracts  of  coal  lands  which  he  leases,  not  working  the 
mines  himself.  In  other  real  estate  he  is  also  heavily 
interested,  and  is  proprietor  of  a fine  driving-park  on  the 


outskirts  of  Scranton,  called  “ Tripp’s  Park.”  In  February, 
1838,  he  was  married  to  Rosanna  Shoemaker,  of  Wyoming. 
1 1 is  high  sense  of  public  duty  and  patriotism  prompted  him 
to  enlist,  in  the  commencement  of  the  late  war,  and  although 
over  age,  he  entered  upon  an  active  campaign.  At  the 
battle  of  Falling  Waters,  Virginia,  he  was  captured,  and  as 
a prisoner  endured  the  horrors  of  Libby  Prison  for  six 
months.  After  his  exchange,  he  was  honorably  discharged 
from  the  service.  He  is  a Director  in  the  Trust  and 
Savings  Bank  of  Scranton,  also  in  the  Second  National 
Bank  of  Scranton,  and  is  a high-toned  public-spirited  citizen, 
enjoying  the  high  regard  of  all  who  know  him. 
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ORMAN,  CHARLES  R.,  M.  D.,  Physician,  was 
1 born  at  Barkhamsled,  Litchfield  county,  Connect- 
icut, August  4th,  1817.  1 1 is  early  education  lie 

received  at  the  schools  of  the  neighborhood,  com- 
pleting his  course  at  the  academy  in  Westfield, 
Massachusetts.  Determined  to  adopt  the  Medical 
profession,  he  entered  the  Jefferson  College  in  1844.  After 
attending  two  courses  of  lectures,  lie  graduated  from  that 
institution  in  1846,  and  immediately  removed  to  Pittston 
and  commenced  to  practice.  Here  he  has  ever  since 
remained,  devoting  himself  entirely  to  his  professional 
duties  and  enjoying  the  cirjifidence  of  the  entire  community. 
Prior  to  his  settlement  in  Pittston,  he  had  studied  for  two 
years  under  the  tuition  of  Dr.  B.  F.  Throop,  in  Scranton, 
a warm  personal  friend  of  Dr.  J.  T.  Gorman,  his  father, 
who  practised  in  Aldington,  Luzerne  county,  Pennsylvania, 
and  died  in  184S. 


'ACKEY,  L.  A.,  LL.  I).,  Lawyer,  President  of  the 
Lock  Haven  National  Bank,  was  born  in  White 
Cl  | Deer  township,  Union  county,  Pennsylvania, 
,-^J  v November  25th,  1S19.  His  parents  were  Thomas 
S.  Mackey  and  Catherine  (Augstatt)  Mackey, 
both  from  Berks  county,  Pennsylvania.  His  pre- 
liminary education  was  received  under  the  able  guidance 
of  the  late  Rev.  David  Kirkpatrick,  then  resident  in  Milton, 
Pennsylvania;  when  that  divine,  subsequently,  removed  to 
Westmoreland,  Pennsylvania,  I..  A.  Mackey  followed  him, 
and  was  prepared  for  Union  College,  at  Schenectady,  New 
York.  Among  the  former  students  under  the  above-named 
scholarly  and  esteemed  preceptor  were  Governors  Curtin 
and  Pollock,  with  many  others  who  have  since  become  men 
of  note  and  eminence.  So  rapid  was  his  progress  that, 
before  attaining  his  sixteenth  year,  he  passed  the  required 
examination,  and,  when  admitted  to  the  college,  was  the 
youngest  member  in  a class  of  one  hundred  and  eight.  He 
then  took  a two  years’  course,  graduated  with  the  highest 
honors  of  his  class,  and  was  selected  to  deliver  the  usual 
Greek  Oration.  Subsequently,  he  entered  the  law  office  of 
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cx-Govemor  Pollock,  where,  during  the  ensuing  year,  he 
industriously  pursued  a course  of  legal  studies;  at  the  expi- 
ration of  that  period,  he  entered  the  law-school  of  Dickinson 
College,  at  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  that  chair  being  then 
under  the  charge  of  Judge  Reed,  renowned  for  his  scholar- 
ship and  sterling  abilities.  While  here,  he  was  honored  by 
receiving  the  degree  of  LL.  D.,  graduated,  and,  in  1S40, 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Carlisle.  Removing  to  Lock 
Haven,  he  commenced,  in  1S41,  the  active  practice  of  his 
profession,  continuing  to  prosecute  it  until  1S55.  At  this 
date  he  became  one  of  the  chief  movers  in  organizing  the 
Lock  Haven  Bank,  with  a capital  of  $200,000 — $120,000 
paid  in.  Of  this  institution  he  was  chosen  President,  and 
as  such  has  continued  to  act  down  to  the  present  time,  while 
his  management  and  operations  have  always  given  entire 
satisfaction  to  all  connected  with  the  institution.  In  1865, 
the  bank  was  merged  into  a National  bank,  and  at  present 
possesses  the  full  esteem  and  confidence  of  its  numerous 
depositors.  In  1S70 — when  Lock  Haven  became  a city — 
he  was  chosen  Its  first  Mayor,  and  held  that  responsible 
office  for  three  years,  during  which  time  lie  greatly  assisted 
in  its  progress,  and  in  the  profitable  development  of  its 
industries  and  resources.  For  many  years  he  has  been 
closely  and  importantly  identified  with  all  the  leading 
interests  in  this  section  of  Pennsylvania,  and  his  actions 
have  always  been  characterized  by  calm  discrimination, 
matured  judgment,  and  beneficial  enterprise.  He  is  Presi- 
dent of  the  Bald  Eagle  Valley  Railroad  Company,  which 
runs  between  Lock  Haven  and  Tyrone,  and  has  filled  this 
office  for  the  past  ten  years.  He  is  also  President  of  the 
Central  Normal  School  Association  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
President,  moreover,  of  various  other  minor  enterprises  and 
institutions.  In  politics,  he  is  of  the  old  Democratic  school ; 
in  186S,  was  the  candidate  for  Congress  in  his  district;  and 
at  the  present  time  is  prominently  named  for  the  same  posi- 
tion. He  was  married,  in  1S47,  to  Mary  Hepburn,  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  Hepburn,  of  Milton,  Pennsylvania,  a 
distinguished  and  learned  legal  practitioner  of  that  place. 


cCLUSKY,  A.  L.,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Indiana, 
Pennsylvania,  was  born  in  Alexander  town,  West- 
moreland county,  Pennsylvania,  June  23d,  1815. 
1 1 is  parents  were  William  McClusky  and  Jennie 
(Larimet)  McClusky  ; and  lie  is  of  worthy  Scotch- 
Irish  extraction.  His  education  was  acquired  in 
Indiana  county,  Pennsylvania,  and,  at  an  early  age,  he 
evinced  those  persevering  and  energetic  qualities  which 
have  since  conduced  to  bring  him  before  the  public  as  a 
prominent  and  influential  citizen  and  officer.  Upon  the 
completion  of  his  course  of  studies,  he  engaged  in  general 
occupations  until  1S59,  when  he  was  elected  Clerk  in  the 
office  of  the  Court  Register  and  Recorder.  In  1871,  lie 
was  elected  to  the  position  which  he  occupies  at  pre  cut — 


Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Indiana  county.  While  acting  in 
this  honorable  and  responsible  capacity,  his  entire  conduct 
and  actions  have  evidenced  commendable  ability  and 
shrewd  judgment.  He  is  warmly  attached  to  the  Republi- 
can party,  is  a firm  supporter  of  its  principles  and  move- 
ments, and  is  esteemed  as  an  industrious  and  a leading 
member.  In  many  of  the  past  campaigns  which  have 
agitated  Pennsylvania  and  the  surrounding  country,  he  has 
participated  prominently,  and,  though  of  an  unostentatious 
nature,  has,  when  necessity  or  emergency  required  the  effort, 
stood  forward  promptly  and  fearlessly  to  sustain  or  vindicate 
views,  opinions,  and  actions,  conscientiously  adopted  and 
performed.  Owing  to  no  one  the  position  and  reputation 
which  he  has  attained,  and  believing  firmly  in  the  value  and 
efficacy  of  self-assistance,  he  is  worthy  of  much  commenda- 
tion for  his  indefatigable  industry  and  the  shrewd  enterprise 
that  has  won  him  the  cordial  respect  and  admiration  of  a 
wide  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances.  In  all  matters 
involving  the  interests  of  his  State  he  is  a vigorous  mover, 
and  is  never  backward  in  assisting  in  charitable  and 
philanthropic  enterprises. 


ARVEY,  GEORGE  T.,  M.  D„  Physician,  was  born 
in  Doylestown,  Bucks  county,  Pennsylvania,  in 
1 S 1 7 . Ilis  father  and  mother  were  Enoch  and 
Sarah  Harvey,  who  were  among  the  earliest 
settlers  in  this  section  of  the  State,  and  were 
widely  known  and  respected  in  the  adjacent 
His  education  was  acquired  in  the  boarding- 
school  of  Bridge-point,  Pennsylvania,  and  upon  the  comple- 
tion of  his  course  of  elementary  and  preliminary  studies,  he 
commenced  the  study  of  medicine  under  the  efficient  tutor- 
ship of  Dr.  Abram  Stout,  an  able  and  conscientious  practi- 
tioner and  director.  At  this  time  he  was  in  his  twenty-first 
year,  and,  appreciating  fully  the  value  of  constant  and 
minute  research,  rapidly  prepared  himself  for  his  profession, 
and  finally  graduated  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 
Later  he  removed  to  southwestern  Missouri,  and  finding 
what  he  deemed  a desirable  and  promising  locality,  remained 
in  that  country  for  about  three  years,  practising  with  en- 
couraging success.  Subsequently  he  returned  to  his  native 
place,  and,  temporarily  abandoning  the  pursuit  of  his  profes- 
sion in  one  branch,  established  a drug  and  prescription 
store.  In  this  enterprise,  of  which  he  was  sole  proprietor 
and  manager,  he  acquired,  by  his  thorough  technical  and 
medical  knowledge,  and  his  practical  and  valuable  advice, 
the  confidence  and  respect  of  a wide  circle  of  customers  and 
patients.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion,  actuated 
by  an  ardent  desire  to  assist  in  sustaining  the  integrity  of  the 
Union,  he  entered  the  service  of  the  United  States  Army,  in 
the  25th  Regiment  of  Pennsylvania  Volunteers;  this  organi- 
zation was  enlisted  for  a term  of  thirteen  months,  and  he 
acted  with  it  until  the  expiration  of  that  time,  when  it  was 
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duly  mustered  out.  lie  then  re-enlisted  in  the  104th  Regi- 
ment of  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  for  three  years  service; 
on  this  occasion  he  was  chosen  Captain  of  a company. 
He  participated  actively  in  the  battle  of  John’s  Island,  and 
was  prominently  engaged  in  the  first  action  at  lair  Oaks, 
where  he  was  noted  for  gallant  and  serviceable  conduct. 
Later,  he  accompanied  the  army  to  Yorktown,  and  down 
the  Peninsula,  taking  an  active  part  in  the  siege  of  Charles- 
ton, South  Carolina,  lie  afterward  figured  constantly  in  all 
the  important  operations,  movements  and  engagements  of 
the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  was  the  recipient  of 
many  encomiums  from  his  senior  officers  for  his  indefati- 
gable energy,  his  shrewdness  and  bravery.  Although  at 
that  date  a man  well  advanced  in  years,  he  performed  a 
soldier’s  part  in  the  most  commendable  manner,  undergoing 
many  hardships  and  much  perilous  exposure  in  the  faithful 
discharge  of  numerous  responsible  duties.  Upon  several 
occasions  he  was  deputed  to  accomplish  various  manoeuvres 
and  movements,  attended  with  great  and  evident  danger, 
and  in  every  instance  evinced  a cheerful  willingness  to  obey 
scrupulously  any  and  all  commands,  repeatedly  leading  his 
men  through  hazardous  and  perilous  encounters,  and  rarely 
experiencing  a rebuff  or  defeat.  At  the  termination  of  the 
conflict,  he  returned  to  Doylestown,  and  at  once  resumed 
the  personal  management  of  his  former  extensive  and  re- 
munerative business.  lie  is  a widely  respected  and  influ- 
ential citizen  of  the  above-named  town,  and  is  noted  for 
his  scholarly  attainments,  his  energy  and  unostentatious 
benevolence. 
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;W  Y°\VRY,  HON.  MORROW  B.,  Merchant,  Legis- 
\(p  lator  and  Capitalist,  was  born  at  Mabel,  Chau- 
tauqua county,  New  York,  March  6th,  1S13.  In 
17S7,  his  father,  with  his  mother  and  nine 
brothers,  emigrated  from  the  no  th  of  Ireland 
and  came  to  the  United  States;  the  mother  and 
children  belonged  to  the  Covenanter  or  old-fashioned 
Presbyterian  Church,  which  fact  necessitated  their  emigra- 
tion. In  1791,  the  family  moved  to  Erie  county  and 
settled  at  ’North  East  township,  where  all,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  two  elder  sons,  who  returned  to  Union  county, 
decided  to  settle  permanently.  Soon  after  moving  to 
Pennsylvania,  the  family  became  seriously  involved  in 
legal  troubles,  and  were  compelled  to  resort  to  much  litiga- 
tion in  successfully  establishing  their  claim  to  land,  which 
they  had  purchased  from  the  State  and  had  patented,  but 
which  was  subsequently  claimed  by  the  Population  and 
Holland  Land  Company.  While  in  Erie  county,  Morrow’s 
father  was  married  to  Anna  Barr,  daughter  of  James  Barr, 
who  died  in  January,  1823,  leaving  a family  consisting  of 
seven  sons  and  three  daughters.  Removing  later  to 
Chautauqua  county,  he  resided  there  a few  years,  then  left 
Mabel,  transporting  himself  and  family  thence  in  a flat- 
bottomed  boat,  built  on  Chautauqua  Lake,  and  in  which  the 


party  traversed  the  French  creek  upward  from  Franklin  to 
Meadville.  Locating  on  Watson’s  run,  Sandislmry  town- 
ship, in  Crawford  county,  they  found  themselves  in  a wil- 
derness, with  no  educational  opportunities  save  tliose 
furnished  by  the  incompetent  master  of  an  old  log  school- 
house,  whose  windows  were  made  of  greased  paper,  and 
whose  accommodations  were  of  the  most  primitive  nature. 
Even  these  poor  and  excessively  limited  advantages  Mor- 
row was  not  permitted  to  enjoy  for  any  great  length  of 
time,  since,  the  family  being  in  straitened  circumstances, 
the  most  trivial  expenses  were  a source  of  discomfort,  and 
he  was  obliged  to  contribute  toward  his  own  and  its  main- 
tenance. In  1824,  his  father  married  a second  time, 
espousing  Mary  Gibson,  daughter  of  Andrew  Gibson,  of 
Fairfield  township.  Eventually  from  this  union  sprang 
three  sons,  viz:  Alexander,  who  was  killed  at  the  second 
battle  of  Bull  Run;  Andrew,  who  resides  in  Rockford, 
Illinois;  and  Israel,  living  in  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin.  In 
1826,  his  father  again  moved  to  Youngsville,  in  Warren 
county;  but  in  the  new  home  Morrow  remained  but  a few 
months;  already  his  ambitious  spirit  began  to  assert  itself, 
and  he  was  planning  a beginning  whose  end  was  to  be 
honorable  and  eminent.  Travelling  to  North  East,  Erie 
county,  he  entered  the  store  of  his  c<  usin,  Hugh  W.  Lowry, 
and  remained  with  him  until  1S28.  He  then  started  for 
Buffalo;  arriving  there,  he  lodged  at  the  Rathbone  House, 
and  through  the  proprietor,  Mr.  Rathbone,  succeeded  in 
obtaining  a position  in  the  store  of  Leonard  B.  Crcary.  In 
this  establishment  he  remained^two  years,  when,  his  em- 
ployer dying,  he  found  fresh  occupation  in  a hardware 
store,  continuing  in  that  situation  until  the  spring  of  1831. 
At  the  expiration  of  three  years,  he  determined  to  establi.-h 
a business  on  his  own  account.  Although  only  nineteen 
years  of  age,  and  unaided,  he  went  to  New  York,  and 
there  obtained  a stock  of  general  merchandise  amounting 
in  value  to  more  than  {$10,000,  giving  for  this  sum  notes 
payable  in  six  months.  He  then  shipped  the  stock  to  Con- 
neautville,  where  he  commenced  business  with  what  was 
at  that  time  the  finest  and  largest  assortment  of  goods  ever 
brought  to  Crawford  county.  In  this  enterprising  venture 
he  was  eminently  successful ; and,  greatly  encouraged,  he 
engaged  largely  in  the  butter  trade,  purchasing  all  that  he 
could  obtain  in  the  counties  of  Crawford,  Mercer  and 
Butler,  which  W'as  packed  in  firkins  and  shipped  to  Detroit, 
then  beginning  to  be  a town  of  considerable  importance. 
He  also  traded  his  goods  for  cattle  of  every  description, 
and  for  horses  and  mules,  which,  found  on  the  Western 
Reserve,  were  driven  to  Eastern  markets.  After  concluding 
a very  satisfactory  business  in  Detroit,  he  returned,  and, 
overtaking  his  drove  of  cattle  in  the  Narrows  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna, a few  miles  from  Harrisburg,  accompanied 
them,  riding  on  a mule,  into  the  last-named  city.  Within 
two  days  lie  had  profitably  disposed  of  all  his  cattle,  and, 
with  the  cash  proceeds,  arrived  in  Ncwv  York  on  the  day 
w hen  his  notes  became  due.  1 1 is  promptness  in  meeting 
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his  liabilities  increased  bis  credit  in  that  city,  and  subse- 
quently was  of  great  service  to  him  in  various  ways.  In 
the  fall  of  1841,  he  was  nominated  by  the  Democratic  party 
and  elected  to  the  Lower  House  of  the  Legislature  from 
Crawford  county;  and  in  1842  he  was  again  elected.  The 
Lowry  family  had  always  been  warmly  attached  to  Demo- 
cratic principles,  siding  with  the  Democratic  party  on  all 
important  issues.  1 1 is  object  in  going  to  the  Legislature 
was  purely  a business  one,  while  also  usefully  patriotic  in 
its  tendencies,  lie  saw  that  the.  State  needed  appropria- 
tions for  the  Erie  Extension  Canal  and  for  other  important 
purposes,  and  he  was  the  author  of  the  Bill  for  the  Relief 
of  the  Domestic  Creditors  of  the  State;  he  succeeded  also 
in  introducing  and  carrying  through  a bill  for  the  abolish- 
ment of  the  Nicholson  Court,  and  obtained  such  legislation 
as  settled  the  titles  to  lands  in  Northwestern  Pennsylvania. 
I 'or  many  years  he  attended  the  State  conventions,  and  was 
an  active  and  able  mover  in  politics  generally.  He  acted 
with  the  Democratic  party  until  James  Buchanan  became 
its  candidate  for  the  Presidency,  when,  from  conscientious 
motives,  he  severed  his  connection  with  it ; prior  to  this 
event  he  had  always  been  called  a Democratic  Abolitionist, 
and  with  just  title.  On  uniting  with  the  Republican  party, 
he  was  immediately  elected  a Delegate  at  Large  to  the 
National  Republican  Convention  which  nominated  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  for  President,  and  was  also  a Delegate  to  the 
convention  which  renominated  him ; in  both  conventions 
he  served  on  the  Committees  on  Resolutions.  He  was  an 
old  and  trusted  friend  of  John  Brown,  of  Harper’s  Ferry 
fame,  whom  he  visited  after  his  incarceration.  1 1 is  in- 
tended visit  was  communicated  to  Governor  Wise,  who 
ordered  a guard  of  soldiers  to  accompany  him  anti  then 
conduct  him  out  of  the  State.  In  1S48,  he  moved  to  Erie, 
where  he  has  since  chiefly  resided.  In  1861,  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  day  upon  which  Sumter  was  attacked,  a public 
meeting  was  held  in  Erie,  at  which  he  offered  $2000  to  the 
regiment  which  should  be  the  first  to  leave  Northwestern 
Pennsylvania  for  Washington.  This  proved  an  incentive, 
and  in  a short  lime  the  “ 83d  ” became  a reality,  and  the 
promised  Seooo  was  directed  to  be  justly  shared  among  the 
families  of  the  indigent  volunteers.  During  the  course  of 
the  speech  delivered  at  that  meeting,  Morrow  Lowry  enun- 
ciated the  following  opinions,  then  considered  rash  and 
daring  in  the  extreme:  “ I would  enlist  the  blacks  every- 
where. . . . This  war  must  end  in  emancipation,  and 

the  sooner  we  have  emancipation  the  sooner  we  will  have 
peace.”  In  the  fall  of  that  year,  he  was  elected  to  the  Slate 
Senate,  to  represent  the  counties  of  Erie  and  Crawford,  and 
was  retained  by  an  admiring  constituency  in  this  position 
for  nine  consecutive  years.  During  the  Rebellion,  many 
positions  of  trust  and  honor  were  offered  him  by  the  Gene- 
ral Government,  but  these  he  invariably  declined,  preferring 
to  occupy  the  position  conferred  on  him  by  Governor  Cur- 
tin— to  care  for  the  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. In  this  latter  noble  employment  lie  organized  a 


system  acknowledged  by  all  to  be  the  best  and  most  effec- 
tual in  accomplishing  the  desired  ends.  At  the  close  of  the 
war,  he  differed  with  his  party  on  the  Currency  question, 
believing  that  the  national  banking  system  was  a war 
measure,  and  that  the  “ banks  should  be  mustered  out  with 
the  troops.”  In  1867,  he  published  a letter,  which,  full 
of  political  truths  and  original  ideas  boldly  and  ably  ex- 
pressed on  the  positions  and  questions  of  the  day,  created 
considerable  excitement  in  public  circles.  In  this  he  spoke 
strongly  and  eloquently  concerning  the  License  question; 
Mrs.  Surratt,  whose  execution  he  declared  to  be  “the  most 
wanton  State  murder  on  record”;  the  Naturalization  of 
Foreigners;  and  Negro  Suffrage.  During  his  last  term  in 
the  Legislature,  he  was  stricken  with  paralysis  in  his  right 
side,  but  fortunately  the  attack  was  not  attended  with  fatal 
results.  In  1S70,  after  returning  home  from  his  legislative 
labors,  over  2000  citizens  of  Erie  united  in  a request  to 
him  that  he  would  become  their  candidate  for  Congress, 
an  honor  he  firmly  declined  in  a letter  full  of  pathos,  loy- 
alty and  manliness.  “ Taxes  levied  for  the  war,”  he  wrote, 
“should  have  been  reduced  when  the  war  ended,  so  that 
the  interest  should  be  paid,  public  credit  maintained  and 
the  people  relieved  and  encouraged.  Make  banking  on 
public  securities  free — reduce  the  taxes,  and  specie  pay- 
ments will  be  the  inevitable  result.”  Again,  speakirm  of 
Negro  Suffrage  : “ Clans  and  classes  are  opposed  to  Chris- 
tian fraternity,  are  odious  to  republican  equality  and  justice.” 
lie  now  enjoys  the  seclusion  of  private  life,  giving  his 
whole  lime  to  the  management  of  hiq  large  estate,  consist- 
ing of  immense  tracts  of  land  in  and  around  Erie  and  else- 
where. He  was  married,  in  the  spring  of  1832,(0  Sarah 
Fletcher,  of  Lansingville,  Tompkins  county,  by  whom  he 
had  six  children,  all  of  whom,  with  their  mother,  are  de- 
ceased. He  was  married  again,  in  1S48,  to  Harriet  I. 
Henderson,  of  Springfield,  Erie  county.  Finally,  more 
than  forty  children  have,  at  different  times,  been  educated 
and  cared  for  tenderly  through  his  bounty,  while,  during 
the  war,  he  gave  largely  from  his  private  fortune  to  preserve 
the  integrity  of  the  Union  and  to  promote  entire  emanci- 
pation. 

RYDEN,  ANDREW,  Miner,  etc.,  was  born  in 
Scotland,  January  10th,  1827.  In  May,  1843, 
he  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  and  until 
1S50  was  engaged  in  the  mines  at  Carbondale, 
Pennsylvania.  Receiving  a more  advantageous 
offer  from  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Company,  he 
removed  to  Pittslon  and  entered  the  service  of  that  com- 
pany in  the  capacity  of  Boss  Miner.  Here,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  year  1S63,  when  with  the  Baltimore  Coal 
Company,  Wilkesbarre,  he  has  continued,  and  now  fills  the 
highly  responsible  position  of  Mine  Superintendent.  The 
operations  of  the  company  are  most  extensive';  it  produces 
over  12,000,000  of  tons  of  coal  per  year,  and  employs  about 
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2600  hands  in  and  around  its  works.  1 1 is  position  is  one 
which  requires  the  possession  of  peculiar  faculties  to  properly 
fill,  and  his  long  tenure  thereof  fully  attests  the  competence 
with  which  he  discharges  his  duties.  What  education  he 
has  acquired  was  obtained  by  chances,  and  his  success  in 
life  is  due  to  his  own  honest,  steady  and  self-reliant  exer- 
tions. lie  was  married,  in  1845,  at  Carbondale,  to  Ann 
Law ; and,  after  her  death,  to  Isabella  Young,  of  Dun- 
more,  in  1S57.  He  is  a School  Director  in  Pittston,  a 
Director  of  the  Miners’  Savings  Bank,  and  for  six  years 
was  an  Overseer  of  the  Toor  in  East  Pittston. 


Qv* 

to 


‘X- 


W 


ILSON,  WILLIAM  R.,  Lawyer,  was  born  in 
Rcamslown,  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania, 
January  20th,  1S26.  1 1 is  father,  John  Wilson, 

was  a prominent  local  politician,  and  a direct 
descendant  of  the  famous  Daniel  Boone,  who 
figured  so  largely  as  settler,  backwoodsman  and 
patriot  soldier.  1 1 is  mother  was  of  German  extraction, 
and  widely  admired  for  her  many  womanly  graces,  lie 
commenced  the  acquirement  of  a preliminary  education  in 
the  common  schools  of  his  native  town,  but,  owing  to  vari- 
ous circumstances,  was  able  to  attain  to  but  a limited 
degree  of  proficiency.  Subsequently,  by  a persevering 
course  of  self-education  and  well-directed  industry,  he 
fitted  himself  fur  that  profession  in  which  he  has  since  risen 
to  honorable  position.  He  acquired  a thorough  knowledge 
of  the  law  under  the  direction  of  the  late  Colonel  Real] 
Frazer,  and  in  1S50  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  Immediately 
commencing  the  active  practice  of  his  profession  in  Lan- 
caster, he  soon  obtained  a large  and  highly  remunerative 
clientage.  Rapidly  attaining  popularity,  he  became  a 
member  of  the  City  Councils,  and  was  chosen  to  fill  the 
position  of  City  Solicitor,  fulfilling  the  duties  of  that  position 
with  marked  ability.  Although  opposed  in  politics  to  the 
Administration  during  the  late  war  to  suppress  the  Southern 
Rebellion,  he  was,  nevertheless,  a strong  and  inflexible 
supporter  of  the  Government,  and  delivered  several  ardent 
and  eloquent  speeches  favoring  a prompt  suppression  of  the 
outbreak  by  force  of  arms,  and  encouraging  enlistment  and 
voluntary  subscriptions.  Throughout  that  memorable  and 
trying  epoch  he  ever  manifested  a fearless  loyalty  in  the 
enunciation  of  his  opinions,  and  advocated  the  cause  of  the 
Union  in  an  able  and  energetic  manner.  He  was  a Direc- 
tor of  the  Inland  Insurance  and  Deposit  Company,  of  Lan- 
caster, and  for  some  time  acted  as  its  Solicitor.  For  more 
than  twenty  years  he  has  practised  with  marked  success  in 
the  Supreme  Court,  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading 
members  of  the  bar,  commanding  respect  and  admiration 
for  his  many  natural  and  acquired  talents.  For  more  than 
fifteen  years  he  was  an  influential  and  industrious  member 
of  the  School  Board  of  Lancaster,  and  occupied  himself 
incessantly  and  zealously  in  enlarging  beneficially  the  prin- 
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ciples  governing  school  establishment  and  direction,  evi- 
dencing in  this  particular  a shrewd  comprehension  of  the 
proper  mode  of  management,  and  a commendable  energy 
in  carrying  bis  conclusions  to  a practical  and  needed  end. 
As  a religious  man.  he  is  attached  to  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  is  generous  in  his  donations  for  philanthropic 
and  charitable  objects.  He  was  married,  in  January,  1852, 
to  a daughter  of  Frederick  Oberlin,  a well-known  mer- 
chant and  politician  of  Lebanon  county,  Pennsylvania,  and 
has  a thriving  family  consisting  of  three  children. 

“Aa/LI  REAVER,  IION.  FRANCIS  B.,  Physician,  Mer- 
chant and  Politician,  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Keen,  New  Hampshire,  October  201I1,  1S20. 
Though  not  a native  of,  or  at  this  time  a resi- 
dent in,  Pennsylvania,  he  has  been  conspicu- 
ously identified  with  the  producing  interests 
of  this  State.  He  received  a thorough  English  and  classi- 
cal education  in  the  schools  of. his  native  State,  and  gradu- 
ated from  Dartmouth  in  the  class  of  1S43.  He  then 
entered  upon  the  study  of  medicine,  and  after  pursuing  a 
course  of  study  at  the  Jefferson  Medical  College,  of  Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania,  he  received  his  diploma  from  that 
institution  and  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession 
at  Barnet,  Vermont.  In  1S50,  he  removed  to  Titusville, 
Pennsylvania,  and  embarked  in  the  lumber  business  on  an 
extensive  scale,  becoming  a member  o^f  the  firm  of  Brewer, 
Watson  & Co.  He  was  also  deeply  interested  in  the  petro- 
leum trade,  and  was  largely  instrumental  in  developing  the 
great  industries  of  which  that  product  is  the  centre.  The 
first  well  ever  sunk  for  that  oil  was  on  the  land  of  the  firm 
of  Brewer,  Watson  & Co.,  at  the  junction  of  Pine  and  Oil 
creeks,  in  Crawford  county,  Pennsylvania.  For  a number 
of  y ears  he  was  one  of  the  largest  operators  and  dealers  in 
this  commodity  in  the  country.  Having  realized  a very 
large  fortune  in  his  various  enterprises,  he  retired  to  West- 
field,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and  there  established  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Westfield,  and  became  also  the 
proprietor  of  the  Westfield  Locks  Works,  a most  extensive 
manufacturing  establishment.  He  has  several  times  been 
elected  to  the  New  York  Legislature,  where  his  record  is 
in  every  way  honorable;  and  in  1874  he  was  appointed  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States  a Government  Inspector 
of  the  Pacific  Railway. 


INTZ1NG,  GRAVENSTINE.  Cashier  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Lock  Haven,  was  born  in 
Lock  Haven,  Clinton  county,  Pennsylvania,  Feb- 
ruary loth,  1S45.  Ilis  father  is  I.  C.  Kinlzing,  a 
prominent  and  influential  citizen  of  this  section 
of  the  Stale;  his  mother  is  Mary  (Dunn)  Kinl- 
zing,  whose  family  was  one  of  the  earliest  to  settle  in  the 
valley.  Availing  himself  of  the  advantages  offered  by  the 
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daily  common  schools  of  his  native  town,  he  acquired  an 
ordinary,  but  useful  and  practical,  education.  When  in  his 
eighteenth  year,  he  became  actively  engaged  in  business 
life,  and  since  has  met  with  far  greater  success  and  honor 
than  usually  falls  to  the  lot  of  the  majority  of  business  men. 
1 1 is  first  essay  was  made  in  the  lumber  trade,  the  main  busi- 
ness of  this  region  of  Pennsylvania.  Acquiring  an  interest 
in  a remunerative  mill,  he  undertook  its  entire  charge  and 
conduct;  attending  to  the  whole  of  the  manifold  duties  en- 
tailed in  operating  it,  and  also  to  the  financial  department 
of  the  establishment.  In  this  capacity  he  continued  to  act 
for  two  years,  when  he  sold  out  his  share  in  the  concern, 
and  shortly  after  entered  the  First  National  Bank  as  an  em- 
ploye. In  March,  1866,  he  was  appointed  to  the  position 
of  Teller,  filling  it  fur  a period  extending  a short  time  over 
six  years.  How  satisfactorily,  and  with  what  ability,  he 
performed  his  duties  is  amply  testified  to  by  his  subsequent 
appointment  to  the  Cashiership  of  the  institution.  This 
event  occurred  in  October,  1872,  a vacancy  having  been 
caused  by  the  decease  of  his  predecessor.  He  is  probably  the 
youngest  bank  cashier  in  the  State  ; and  in  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Lock  Haven  the  cashier  really  holds  the 
management  and  supervision,  the  President,  occupied  by 
other  important  interests,  being  unable  to  give  much  time 
or  attention  to  the  direction  of  its  affairs;  accordingly, 
upon  the  cashier  necessarily  devolves  an  important  and 
onerous  trust,  and  one  requiring  the  constant  exercise  of 
great  vigilance  and  careful  discrimination.  He  is  also  a 
Director  in  the  Lock  Haven  Shoe  Company,  a concern 
which  does  an  extensive  trade  throughout  the  lumber  re- 
gion, and  particularly  in  Clinton  county,  In  addition  to 
this,  he  is  an  influential  Director  in  the  Great  Island  Bridge 
Company,  an  establishment  possessing  a capital  stock  of 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars.  Although  under  thirty  years 
of  age,  he  is  already  one  of  the  leading  men  in  this  section 
of  western  Pennsylvania;  occupies  several  responsible  and 
prominent  positions,  and  bids  fair,  by  his  remarkable 
energy,  shrewdness  and  enterpt  ise,  to  lake  high  rank  among 
the  wealthy,  useful  and  eminent  men  of  the  State. 
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CLONES,  COLONEL  DAVID  M.,  Register  and  Re- 
corder of  Blair  county,  Pennsylvania,  was  born 
in  Huntingdon  county,  Pennsylvania,  April  24th, 
1 S 3 S . His  family  was  one  among  the  earlier 
settlers  of  the  State,  and  of  Welsh  descent.  After 
receiving  an  ordinary  common-school  education, 
he  learned  with  his  father  the  trade  of  potter.  In  1S60,  he 
joined  a corps  of  civil  engineers,  but  at  the  outbreak  of  the 
war,  in  iSfil,  was  among  the  first  of  the  loyal  men  who  en- 
listed in  the  service  of  the  United  States  to  crush  the  Re- 
bellion. Upon  this  occasion  he  served  three  months  with 
the  militia  company  of  which  he  had  been  a member  and 
a non  commissioned  olficer  (Company  D,  3d  Regiment). 


He  then  assisted  in  raising  and  organizing  a company  of 
three  years  troops,  and  by  them  was  elected  First  Lieuten- 
ant ; before  receNing  his  commission,  however,  his  captain 
became  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  regimental  organization, 
and  through  this  he  received  his  commission  as  Captain  of 
Company  A,  noth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  After  the 
completion  of  this  company  at  Harrisburg,  the  troops  were 
assigned  to  active  service  in  Maryland,  and,  in  June,  1862, 
joined  the  command  of  General  Lander  in  West  Virginia, 
participating  in  all  his  operations.  After  his  death,  they 
were  placed  under  General  Shields  until  after  the  battle 
of  Winchester,  March  23d,  1S62.  Subsequently,  they  were 
transferred  to  McDowell’s  Corps,  and  afterward  participated 
in  Pope’s  campaign,  and  with  McClellan  in  Maryland,  and, 
finally,  participated  with  the  main  army  in  its  advance  on 
Fredericksburg.  He  was  wounded  severely  at  the  second 
Bull  Run  battle  ; was  taken  prisoner  at  Chancellorsville, 
and  confined  for  three  weeks  in  Libby  Prison.  In  1862, 
he  had  been  commissioned  Major  of  his  regiment,  but  the 
Colonel  in  command  having  been  killed  in  battle,  he  in 
due  course  assumed  command,  and  was  finally  appointed 
Lieutenant-Colonel.  At  Gettysburg  he  was  wounded  again, 
and  lost  a leg;  by  this  he  was  rendered  unable  to  lake 
further  part  in  active  service,  and,  October  9th,  1863,  was 
mustered  out  of  the  service  on  account  of  disability  resulting 
from  his  wound.  In  1S64,  he  engaged  in  mercantile  pur- 
suits in  Tyrone,  Pennsylvania,  continuing  to  live  thus  until 
elected  to  his  present  position  in  the  autumn  of  1S65.  Re- 
linquishing business  at  this  period,  he  entered  upon  the 
duties  of  his  office,  December  1st,  1 865  ; in  conclusion,  we 
may  a Id  that  to  this  position  he  has  been  four  times  elected, 
a convincing  proof  that  his  record  is  fair  and  unspotted. 


WILLMORE,  GEORGE  F.,  Lawyer  and  Journalist, 
was  born  in  New  Hampshire,  in  1812.  His 
ancestors  were  Scotch-Irish,  and  fought  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  He  was  for  some  time  a 
teacher  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and  came  to 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  in  1S35.  He  was  en- 
gaged to  organize  the  first  public  school  in  Pittsburgh,  un- 
der the  then  new  common  school  law,  and  was  soon  after 
a teacher  in  the  Western  University,  where  he  remained  two 
years,  lie  then  read  law  for  nearly  three  years,  with  the 
late  Lion.  Walter  Forward,  and  was  employed  as  a writer 
in  the  office  of  I.owrie  & Todd.  Admitted  to  practice  in 
1S41,  he  was  soon  in  the  enjoyment  of  a large  business. 
Though  almost  disabled  for  active  work  for  two  months  of 
each  year  by  periodical  catarrh,  he  had  yet  in  twelve  years 
become  one  of  the  most  successful  lawyers  at  the  bar.  The 
winter  of  1853  he  spent  at  Harrisburg  as  a member  of  the 
Legislature.  At  this  time  he  became  a proprietor  and  the 
editor  of  the  Pittsburgh  Post , and  left  it  four  years  later 
with  largely  increased  subscription  lists.  He  was  a candi- 
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date  fur  Judge  in  1859,  But  not  elected.  When  the  war 
Broke  out,  lie  was  an  earnest  advocate  for  the  cause  of  the 
Union,  anil  has  never  been  a party  man  since,  nor  sought 
any  office.  In  1S65,  he  retired  from  his  profession,  Bought 
a farm,  and  settled  down  to  the  long-coveted  enjoyment  of 
rural  life.  All  his  life  he  has  been  an  enthusiastic  student 
of  the  natural  sciences ; and  on  such  subjects  his  pen  has 
not  been  quite  idle,  though  lus  name  has  not  appeared  as  a 
w.itcr.  lie  has  a work  almost  finished  on  an  interesting 
scientific  subject,  which  those  of  his  friends  who  have  read 
portions  of  it  strongly  advise  him  to  publish.  lie  is  a gentle- 
man of  line  culture,  and  throughout  his  career  has  been 
esteemed  as  an  upright  and  honorable  man. 


UCKINGIIAM,  TIIOMAS  LEA,  D.D.S.,  M.D., 
Dentist,  was  born  March  gth,  1816,  at  Delaware, 
near  Stanton,  his  parents  being  James  Bucking- 
ham and  Mary  (Oliver)  Buckingham,  of  English 
descent.  He  received  his  early  education  in  a 
common  school  near  Brandywine  Springs,  and 
on  leaving  that  assisted  his  father  in  the  milling  business, 
at  which  he  remained  until  he  was  twenty  years'of  age. 

I le  then  followed  the  occupation  of  a farmer,  and  continued 
at  that  until  1843,  in  which  year  he  removed  to  Wilming- 
ton, and  began  the  study  of  dentistry  in  the  office  of  Dr.  A. 
C.  Reynolds.  In  1S45,  he  left  Wilmington  qnd  came  to 
Philadelphia,  where  he  entered  into  partnership  with  Dr. 
Lee,  who  had  for  many  years  been  established  on  Walnut, 
street.  This  partnership  ceased  in  1846,  since  \vhich  date’ 
he  has  continued  to  practice  his  profession  alone,  lie  was 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  old  Philadelphia  Dental  College, 
in  which  he  took  the  chair  of  Mechanical  Dentistry.  This 
college  ceased  to  exist  under  its  original  constitution,  and 
became  merged  into  the  Pennsylvania  College  of  Dental 
Surgery,  which  was  established,  in  1S56,  with  an  entirely 
new  charter.  I11  this  latter  college  Dr.  Buckingham  at  first 
held  the  same  chair  which  he  had  previously  held  in  the 
old  college,  hut,  in  1S57,  exchanged  it  for  that  of  chemistry, 
which  he  still  retains.  lie  was  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  the 
College  from  1S57  to  1859,  and  again  from  1S65  to  1871. 
He  received  his  M.  I).  degree,  in  1851,  from  the  Philadeb- 
phia  College  of  Medicine,  and  that  of  D.  D.  S.,  in  1853, 
from  the  Baltimore  Dental  College.  lie  was  one  of  the 
promoters  of  the  Dental  Times,  and  during  its  whole  ex- 
istence contributed  regularly  to  its  columns,  lie  also  as- 
sisted in  the  establishment  of  the  Pennsylvania  Dental  As- 
sociation, the  oldest  dental  association,  with  but  one  excep- 
tion, in  the  United  States.  In  1S60,  he  was  the  President 
of  the  American  Dental  Convention,  and,  id  1S74,  of  the 
American  Dental  Association,  which  met  that  year  at  De- 
troit. He  is  one  of  the  oldest  established  dentists  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia. 


ORDAN,  THOMAS  R.,  Engineer,  was  born  in 
Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  February  12th,  1822. 
1 1 is  parents  were  Thomas  R.  Jordan  and  Mary 
Ann  (Johnston)  Jordan;  both  widely  known  and 
respected  for  their  many  estimable  qualities.  His 
education  was  acquired  in  the  schools  of  his  na- 
tive place,  and  he  early  manifested  great  perseverance  and 
shrewd  foresight.  In  1S43,  he  entered  the  United  States 
Navy  as  landsman;  but  after  remaining  in  that  position  for 
one  year  was  discharged  at  the  instance  of  his  father. 
Returning  to  Lancaster  subsequently,  he  worked  at  the 
trade  of  carpenter  for  a limited  space  of  time,  But  found  it 
an  uncongenial  employment  at  that  point  in  his  life.  In 
1S46,  he  entered  the  army  of  the  United  Slates,  then  de- 
parting for  Mexico.  After  serving  for  a short  time  as  pri- 
vate, he  was  appointed  Sergeant  in  the  2d  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  commanded  by  Colonel  Roberts,  until  the  de- 
cease of  that  estimable  officer,  an  event  which  occurred  in 
Mexico;  the  regiment  was  afterward  commanded  by 
Colonel  Gray.  'While  acting  in  this  capacity,  lie  upon  all 
occasions  conducted  himself  with  marked  ability,  and  won 
many  encomiums  for  his  gallant,  useful  and  meritorious 
services.  He  was  ultimately  discharged  on  account  of  dis- 
ability arising  from  various  causes,  and  returned  to  Penn- 
sylvania viii  New  Orleans.  He  then  became  engaged  anew 
in  the  carpenter’s  trade;  occupied  himself  in  millwright 
work  of  iron  and  wood;  and  was  employed  as  an  assistant 
in  the  building  of  railroad  Bridges;  and  in  the  manufacture 
of  turning-tables,  etc.  In  the  spring  of  1857,  he  secured 
a position  on  a railroad  as  Private  Engineer,  fulfilling  the 
duties  attached  to  this  place  until  tfte  fall  of  1S60.  In  the 
ensuing  winter,  he  forsook  this  employment  and  became 
engaged  in  the  hotel  business,  a venture  which  he  has  con- 
tinued to  prosecute  with  great  success  down  to  the  present 
time.  He  is  a prominent  and  influential  citizen  of  To- 
wanda,  and  noted  for  his  solid  business  capacities,  his  skil- 
ful enterprise,  and  his  undeviating  integrity  and  uprightness. 
His  qualifications  for  the  business  in  which  he  is  at  present 
engaged  are  well  known  to  a wide  circle  of  travellers  and 
resident  men  of  wealth  and  business,  with  whom  his  cour- 
teous demeanor  and  attractive  presence  make  him  very 
popular. 


EG  LEY,  MAJOR  FELIX  C.,  Coal  Operator  and 
Capitalist,  was  born  in  Butler,  Butler  county, 
Pennsylvania,  February  28th,  1825.  1 1 is  father, 

John  Negley,  participated  actively  in  the  War 
of  1S12,  and  was  noted  for  his  gallant  and  meri- 
torious services;  his  mother,  Elizabeth  (Patter- 
son) Negley,  was  a daughter  of  General  James  Patterson,  a 
prominent  and  influential  citizen  of  Pittsburgh,  Pennsyl- 
vania. 1 1 is  grandfather  took  an  active  part  in  the  memor- 
able movements  and  struggles  of  the  Revolutionary  con- 
flict, and  distinguished  himself  By  his  intrepid  and  tireless 
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efforts  in  aiding  to  sustain  the  Patriot  cause,  to  secure  a 
separate  and  free  Government.  On  the  paternal  side  lie  is 
of  Swiss  descent,  his  ancestors  having  emigrated  from 
Switzerland  to  America  at  a period  contemporary  with 
William  Penn;  while  in  their  native  country  these  progeni- 
tors were  rendered  extremely  conspicuous  through  the 
zealous  support  which  they  gave  to  the  great  Reformation 
and  the  renowned  theologian  and  divine,  Dr.  Ulrich 
Zwingle.  The  early  education  of  Felix  C.  Negley  was  ac- 
quired  at  Butler  Academy,  in  the  town  and  county  of  the 
same  name;  upon  the  termination  of  the  usual  course  of 
studies,  he  abandoned  school  life,  and  became  engaged  in 
engineering  and  general  surveying.  This  occupation  lie 
pursued  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  California  gold  ex- 
citement, of  1S49,  when,  catching  the  general  infection,  he 
assisted  in  raising  and  organizing  a company  to  search  for 
gold  in  the  new  El  Dorado.  Being  fully  completed  in 
numbers  and  outfit,  this  company  left  Pittsburgh  in  the 
spring  of  1S49,  traversed  the  Plains,  crossed  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  and,  in  the  following  fall,  arrived  safely  in 
California,  without  having  been  subjected  to  more  than  the 
usual  amount  of  hardship  and  peril  generally  attending 
such  a journey.  Here  the  associates  placed  themselves  in 
a desirable  location,  and  Felix  C.  Negley  was  soon  actively 
engaged  in  mining  for  gold;  possessing  shrewd  adminis- 
trative ability,  he  was  appointed  to  control  and  manage 
the  business  affairs  of  the  company,  and  eventually  succeeded 
in  acquiring  a considerable  amount  of  the  precious  metal. 
At  the  expiration  of  two  years,  passed  chiefly  in  mining  and 
minor  trading  operations,  he  deemed  it  advisable  to  move 
eastward,  and  shortly  after  arrived  in  safety  in  Pittsburgh. 
Here  he  associated  himself  with  a firm  which  was  the  first 
to  embark  in  the  enterprise  of  mining  and  shipping  coal  by 
railroad  to  the  above-named  city;  that  initiatory  essay 
proving  highly  successful,  various  other  capitalists  con- 
nected themselves  with  it,  and,  within  a remarkably  short 
space  of  time,  the  business  was  developed  into  one  of  great 
magnitude  and  importance.  Until  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Rebellion,  in  1861,  he  was  constantly  and  busily  occupied 
in  mining  and  shipping  coal  ; but,  at  this  date,  actuated 
by  a fearless  and  an  ardent  loyalty,  and  desirous  to  aid  in 
sustaining  the  integrity  of  the  Union,  he  determined  to 
tender  his  services  to  the  Government  as  a volunteer  sol- 
dier. He  immediately  contributed  £50,000  from  his  pri- 
vate means  to  assist  in  suppressing  the  Rebellion  ; and  sub- 
sequently the  major  portion  of  this  gift  was  employed  in 
organizing  and  equipping  a battalion  of  cavalry,  with  which, 
holding  the  rank  of  Major,  he  hurried  to  the  scene  of 
conllict.  '1  hereafter,  while  arduously  engaged  for  two  years 
in  the  performance  of  perilous  duties,  he  earned  for  him- 
self the  reputation  of  an  able  and  intrepid  soldier.  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  war,  he  returned  to  Pittsburgh  and  re- 
sumed his  operations  in  mining  and  shipping  coal,  an  occu- 
pation in  which  he  is  still  extensively  and  importantly  inte- 
rested. Although  heedful  when  any  leading  or  vital  ques- 


1 tion  arises,  Major  Negley  has  always  refused  to  allow  him- 
self to  become  embroiled  in  political  agitations  and  partisan 
movements;  solicited  repeatedly  to  accept  the  candidature 
! of  various  offices  of  trust,  honor  and  emolument,  he  has  al- 
ways met  such  solicitations  with  a dignified  but  resolute 
refusal.  In  the  system  of  the  common  schools,  however, 
he  takes  the  warmest  interest,  and  for  more  than  nineteen 
years  has  been  an  esteemed  and  influential  Director  of  the 
public  schools. 


'</*>  BERIIART,  GILBERT  L.,  Civil  Engineer  and 


f 

s7/ 


citizen. 


Lawyer,  was  born  at  North  Sewickly  township, 
Beaver  county,  Pennsylvania,  June  15th,  1S30. 
His  father,  John  Eberhart,  was  a prominent 
business  man  of  the  above-mentioned  county, 
and  well  known  as  an  upright  and  enterprising 
At  the  completion  of  the  preparatory  course  of 
studies  commenced  in  Mercer  Academy,  he  entered  Wash- 
ington College,  Pennsylvania,  and,  in  1S52,  graduated 
from  that  institution.  After  graduating  at  Civil  Engineer- 
ing, he  was  engaged  on  the  Pittsburgh  & Erie  Railroad, 
and  also  in  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  until  1S56.  At  this 
date,  he  was  appointed  County  Superintendent  of  Mercer 
county,  for  one  year;  and  subsequently  filled  the  position 
of  Principal  of  Public  Schools,  in  Greenville,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and,  later,  at  Conneautville,  Spring  township,  Craw  - 
ford county,  Pennsylvania,  until  April,  1 36 1 . At  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  he  entered  the  service  of  his 
country,  enlisting  in  Company  IX  known  as  the  “ Erie 
Regiment,”  for  a term  of  three  months ; he  was  then 
enrolled  in  the  Sth  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  as  Commissary 
Sergeant.  In  1S62,  for  efficient  and  meritorious  service, 
he  was  promoted,  on  the  field,  to  fill  the  position  of  Quarter- 
master of  the  Sth  Reserves,  and,  prior  to  the  receipt  of  his 
commission,  was  detailed  as  Commissary  of  Subsistence, 
on  the  staff  of  General  Meade.  During  the  progress  of 
the  rebellion,  he  continued  to  officiate  in  that  department, 
and  fulfilled  the  duties  attached  to  his  position  with  marked 
and  acknowledged  ability  and  integrity.  At  the  fall  of 
Richmond  and  the  termination  of  the  conflict,  he  was 
appointed  by  General  Howard,  as  Superintendent  of  Edu- 
cation of  the  Ereedmen’s  Bureau,  for  the  State  of  Georgia, 
remaining  in  this  office  for  about  two  years.  He  then 
returned  to  Beaver  county,  Pennsylvania,  where,  upon'  the 
completion  of  a course  of  legal  studies,  he  was  admitted 
to  practice  in  the  courts  of  the  above  county,  in  June, 
1S72.  Through  his  shrewdness,  enterprise,  and  scholarly 
attainments,  he  has  gradually  acquired  a considerable 
clientage.  In  politics,  he  is  a warm  advocate  of  the  prin- 
ciples governing  the  Republican  party,  and  is  one  of  its 
most  energetic  and  influential  members;  at  the  present 
time  (August,  1S74)  he  is  a prominent  candidate  for  the 
Assembly  on  its  ticket. 
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r ' /JfVj ARRISON,  ABRAIIAM,  Manufacturer,  was  horn 
c 1 1 rv  in  the  year  1S04,  in  Orange  county,  New  York, 
near  West  Point.  His  father  had  been  for  many 
v-  , years  engaged  as  a navigator  upon  the  Hudson 
river,  and  his  early  days  were  passed  in  the  old 
homestead,  his  education  being  obtained  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  county.  He  assisted  his 
father  until  he  attained  his  majority,  when  he  decided  upon 
learning  a mechanical  trade.  He  removed  to  Pittsburgh 
in  1S26,  and  entered  the  foundry  of  his  uncle,  Lawrence 
Kingsland,  of  the  firm  of  Kingsland,  Lightner  N Co.  Here 
he  remained  for  two  years,  industriously  applying  himself 
and  succeeding  in  mastering  the  business  of  his  choice  in 
its  every  detail.  Returning  to  his  home  upon  the  Hudson, 
he  resumed  his  former  life  and  continued  thus  employed 
for  about  five  years,  when,  at  the  solicitation  of  his  uncle, 
he  again  removed  to  Pittsburgh  and  rejoined  the  firm  of 
Kingsland,  Lightner  & Co.,  as  manager.  So  valuable  were 
his  services  that,  in  1836,  he  was  received  into  partnership 
with  his  former  employers  and  the  connection  continued 
until  1839.  He  then,  in  association  with  II.  L.  Boll  man, 
purchased  the  interest  of  the  original  owners,  and  continued 
the  business  under  the  firm  of  Bollman  & Garrison  until 
1 85  r , when  a junior  partner  withdrew.  In  1864,  he  bought 
the  interest  of  II.  L.  Bollman,  and  has  been  the  head  of  the 
establishment  since,  the  present  firm  consisting  of  A.  Gar- 
rison, j.  11.  Rickeison  and  William  Holmes.  He  has 
worked  himself  by  energy,  honesty  and  intelligent  applica- 
tion to  his  proud  position  as  head  of  one  of  Mie  most  ex- 
tensive industrial  establishments  in  Pennsylvania,  which, 
to  his  sagacity  and  prudent  management  for  years  back, 
owes  its  present  high  success.  He  is  a most  active  and 
public-spirited  citizen,  his  high  character  and  influence 
being  fully  recognized  in  the  community  in  which  he  re- 
sides. He  is  the  President  of  the  Diamond  Savings 
Bank,  fills  the  same  official  post  in  the  Pittsburgh  and  Mo- 
nongahela  Bridge  Company,  and  has  occupied  many  other 
positions  of  high  honor  and  responsibility. 


the  district  common-school  during  the  winter  months. 
With  increased  knowledge  and  improved  health  he  re- 
turned to  the  commercial  establishment  he  had  quitted,  for 
two  years,  when  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business 
upon  his  own  account.  Meeting  with  fair  success,  in  1849 
he  disposed  of  his  business  with  the  intention  of  emigrating 
to  California.  Sober  second  thought  resulted  in  his  remain- 
ing in  the  East.  In  the  spring  of  1850,  he  resumed  mer- 
cantile pursuits  in  Columbia  until  1S54.  At  this  date,  in 
connection  with  Hugh  M.  North  and  General  B.  A.  Shadier, 
he  purchased  a furnace  and  proceeded  to  the  manufacture 
of  iron.  After  some  time,  Mr.  North  retired  from  the  firm, 
and,  at  the  death  of  General  Shadier,  Mr.  Kauffman  pur- 
chased from  the  estate  his  interest,  and  thus  became  the 
sole  proprietor  of  the  works,  which  he  has  been  success- 
fully operating  ever  since.  Some  time  after  obtaining  sole 
control,  he  rebuilt  and  enlarged  the  establishment,  render- 
ing it  complete  in  every  department,  and  introducing  all  the 
most  approved  appliances  in  order  to  enable  him  to  pro- 
duce the  best  qualities  of  iron.  In  1856,  Jie  was  elected  to 
the  State  Legislature  and  served  for  one  term  with  credit 
to  himself  and  full  satisfaction  to  his  constituents.  He  is 
a member  of  the  town  council  and  has  been  connected  with 
a large  number  of  corporations  and  companies  as  an  officer 
and  director,  and  having  always  taken  a lively  interest  in 
the  building  of  railroads  and  other  internal  improvements, 
he  Inis  done  much  to  develop  anti  build  up  the  section  of 
country  in  which  Columbia  is  situate.  He  was  appointed 
aid  to  Governor  Pollock,  and  thereby  received  the  title  of 
Colonel.  A strong  supporter  of  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment during  the  late  Civil  War,  lit;  contributed  many  thou- 
sand dollars  to  aid  in  the  preservation  of  the  Union.  He 
is  an  active  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  deeply 
interested  in  every  movement  for  the  advancement  of  re- 
ligion and  morality.  He  was  married,  in  1852,  to  a 
daughter  of  the  late  Jacob  Slrickler,  a prominent  farmer 
and  miller  of  West  Ilempfiekl  township,  Lancaster  county, 
Pennsylvania. 


; AUFFMAN,  COLONEL  CHRISTIAN  S„  Iron 
Manufacturer,  etc.,  was  born  in  Manor  township, 
Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania,  June  12th,  1826. 
lie  is  of  direct  Swiss  descent  from  both  parents; 
his  fuller,  Andrew  J.  Kauffman,  was  a farmer, 
well  known  and  highly  respected  in  the  county. 
His  scholastic  education  he  received  entirely  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  his  native  township.  At  the  age  of  ten 
years,  he  entered  a country  store  as  assistant,  in  which  em- 
ployment he  continued  for  three  years,  when,  his  health 
beginning  to  give  evidence  of  failing,  he*  abandoned  his 
situation  and  returned  to  his  father’s  farm.  Here  he  re- 
mained until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age,  aiding  in  the 
routine  duties  of  home  labor  during  summer  and  attending 


AIIM,  EDWARD  J.,  Merchant  and  Manufac- 
turer, was  born  in  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania, 
August  24th,  1831.  The  family  is  of  Swiss- 
German  origin.  Ilis  great-grandfather,  Right 
Rev.  Michael  Zahm,  was  a Bishop  in  the  Moravian  Church. 
At  the  time  of  the  Reformation  in  Germany,  there  were 
two  brothers  of  the  family  living : one  remained  with  the 
Catholic  and  the  other  enlisted  in  the  Protestant  Church; 
of  the  latter,  Edward  J.  is  a direct  descendant.  His  father, 
Mathias  Zahm,  occupied  various  positions  of  public  trust 
for  nearly  sixty  years  in  Lancaster,  and  died  August  251b, 
1874,  aged  eighty-live  years.  The  resolutions  of  the  Lan- 
caster Bar  and  School  Board  bear  high  testimony  to  his 
worth  and  integrity.  Edward  J.  is  the  youngest  of  five  sons 
and  four  daughters.  His  education,  acquired  at  the  public 
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schools  of  thirty  years  ago,  was  not  particularly  advanced, 
though  he  enjoyed  for  one  year  the  benefits  of  the  instruc- 
tion in  the  High  School  of  Professor  Kirkwood,  since 
eminent  as  an  astronomer.  At  the  age  of  fourteen,  he 
entered  the  watch  and  jewelry  store  of  his  brother,  as 
an  apprentice.  Here  he  continued  for  eight  and  a half 
years,  mastering  all  the  delicate  details  of  the  art.  In 
December,  1S54,  in  connection  with  his  brother,  II.  L. 
Zahm,  he  engaged  in  business  on  his  own  account  under 
the  lirni  title  of  II.  L.  & E.  J.  Zahm,  in  Lancaster.  Some 
years  later,  they  purchased  the  property  directly  opposite 
their  original  location,  known  as  the  I lubley  Corner,  and  re- 
filling it  handsomely,  removed  their  establishment  thereto. 
In  March,  1S70,  he  purchased  his  brother’s  interest,  desig- 
nated the  location  Zahm’s  Corner,  and  has  continued  to 
enjoy  uninterrupted  prosperity.  Through  his  intimate  per- 
sonal relations  with  the  late  Rev.  Henry  Harbaugh,  D.  I)., 
of  the  Reformed  Church,  he  became  actively  attached  to 
that  denomination,  and  has  filled  several  places  of  responsi- 
bility therein  ; for  many  years  he  has  been  a prominent 
member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  its  Theological  Semi- 
nary, and  was  mainly  instrumental  in  changing  its  location 
from  Mercersburg  to  Lancaster.  For  a long  time  he  has 
also  been  one  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Franklin  and  Mar- 
shall College,  located  near  his  home.  His  zeal  in  the  cause 
of  Christian  education  and  the  interests  of  his  denomina- 
tion has  rendered  him  prominent  in  its  Synods  and  widely 
known  and  respected  in  the  church  throughout  the  United 
States.  He  was  of  the  first  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Lan- 
caster Inquirer  Printing  and  Publishing  Company,  aiding 
largely  in  the  organization  of  that  important  business  in- 
terest; was  connected  for  one  year,  as  a Director,  with  the 
Lancaster  County  Mining  Company,  and  assisted  in  bring- 
ing into  operation  the  means  for  the  development  of  the 
rich  mines  controlled  by  this  corporation.  Recently,  he 
accepted  the  Presidency  of  the  Adams  & Perry  Watch 
Manufacturing. Company,  the  parties  associated  with  him  in 
the  enterprise  only  engaging  in  the  undertaking  upon  the 
condition  of  hi-,  assuming  that  position.  He  was  married, 
April  51I1,  1S55,  to  Margaret,  daughter  of  Jacob  Kuhns, 
brickmaker,  of  Lancaster,  and  has  three  sons  and  four 
daughters. 
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^ IDDI.E,  GEORGE  W.,  Lawyer,  was  born  in  the 
' city  of  Philadelphia,  January  nth,  1S18.  He 
was  educated  at  St.  Mary’s  College,  Baltimore, 
and,  on  the  completion  of  the  usual  curriculum, 
devoted  himself  specially  to  the  stu  ly  of  the  law. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  January  nth,  1839, 
and  has  continued  actively  and  successfully  to  follow  his 
profession  in  his  native  city  up  to  the  preseift  time  (1S74). 
I le  is  one  of  the  most  eminent  lawyers  of  the  Philadelphia 
bar,  and  fitly  represents  the  ability,  sterling  integrity,  and 
solid  learning  which  have  made  that  bar  famous.  Devoted 


I almost  exclusively  to  his  private  practice,  w hich  is  very 
large,  he  has  held  but  few  public  positions;  his  services  in 
this  direction  having  been  confined  chiefly  to  the  offices  of 
School  Director,  member  of  Common  Council,  Trustee  of 
the  Gas  Works  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  member 
of  the  Fourth  Constitutional  Convention  of  Pennsylvania 
of  1872  and  1873,  'n  which  latter  body  he  was  particularly 
prominent,  representing  the  hirst  Senatorial  District,  com- 
posed of  the  First,  Second,  Third,  Fourth,  Seventh,  Eighth, 
and  Twenty-sixth  Wards  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  lie- 
was  a regular  attendant  at  its  sessions,  and  a frequent, 
powerful,  and  earnest  speaker,  especially  in  the  discussions 
on  the  subject  of  the  “ Judiciary  ; ” he  served  also  on  the 
Committee  on  Impeachment  and  Removal  from  Office,  of 
which  he  was  the  Chairman,  and  on  that  on  Executive 
Departments.  In  politics,  he  is  attached  to  the  Demo- 
cratic party. 

(^jJ^AMPTON,  IION.  MOSES,  I.I..  D.,  Lawyer, 
Judge,  etc.,  was  born  near  Darlington,  Beaver 
county,  Pennsylvania,  October  28th,  1803.  His 
father,  Moses  Hampton,  was  one  of  the  early 
pioneers  of  western  Pennsylvania,  whence  he  re- 
moved from  the  State  of  New'  Jersey,  where  he 
hail  resided  for  many  years.  He  was  of  English  descent, 
but  served  in  the  cause  of  freedom  during  the  war  of  the 
Revolution.  About  1812,  the  family  removed  to  Trumbull 
county,  Ohio,  where  they  built  a log  cabin,  cleared  ground 
for  farming  purposes,  and,  in  the  midst  of  the  surrounding 
wilderness,  toiled  hard  to  build  a home.  In  all  these 
labors  the  son  bore  a willing  part,  adding  to  his  farm  work 
the  trade  of  hlacksmilhing,  which  was  his  father’s  occupa- 
tion. He  left  his  home  when  seventeen  and  entered  an 
academy  at  Burton,  Ohio,  w here,  his  father  being  too  poor 
to  assist  him  in  gaining  an  education,  he  supported  himself 
by  manual  labor  for  one  year,  in  which  he  acquired  con- 
siderable proficiency  in  tbe  English  branches  and  had  com- 
menced the  study  of  Greek  and  Latin.  Leaving  Burton, 
he  visited  his  home,  and  then,  journeying  on  foot  through 
the  trackless  forest,  made  his  way  to  Washington  College, 
Pennsylvania.  Here  he  entered  upon  a regular  course 
under  the  instruction  of  Dr.  Wylie.  In  the  last  year  of  the 
session,  1826,  he  was  tendered,  and  accepted,  the  post  of 
Principal  of  the  La  Fayette  Academy,  at  Uniontown,  Penn- 
sylvania. This  position  he  creditably  filled  for  two  years, 
during  which  time  he  commenced  the  study  of  law  with 
John  M.  Austin,  of  Uniontown.  Here  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  the  early  part  of  1829,  and  immediately  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  the  profession.  In  1829,  he  removed  to 
Somerset,  Somerset  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  became  the 
colleague  of  Jeremiah  S.  Black  and  Charles  Ogle.  For  one 
year  he  held,  from  Governor  Rimer,  the  appointment  of 
Prothonotary  of  the  Courts  of  Somerset,  and  then  resigned. 
He  gained  much  reputation  in  this  place,  and  ranked  as 
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one  of  the  leading  members  of  its  bar.  In  1838,  he  re- 
moved to  Pittsburgh,  where  his  practice  became  greatly 
extended,  and  he  engaged  with  zeal  in  the  field  of  polities. 
In  the  Rilner  campaign  of  1837,  he  was  among  the  most 
active  and  efficient  advocates  of  Whig  principles,  winning 
thereby  great  popularity  and  adding  largely  to  his  profes- 
sional connection.  Since  the  age  of  seventeen,  he  has 
been  a regular  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  is 
one  of  the  senior  elders  of  that  denomination.  I11  1846,  he 
was  elected  to  Congress  as  the  representative  of  Allegheny 
county,  and,  in  1848,  was  re-elected.  During  his  first 
official  term,  he  was  a member  of  the  Committee  on  Com 
merce;  in  the  second  session,  on  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  Returning  to  Pittsburgh,  he  proposed  to  de- 
vote himself  to  his  practice,  but,  in  1S53,  was  nominated 
for  and  elected  President  Judge  of  the  District  Court  of 
Allegheny  county.  Re-elected  as  President  Judge  of  the 
same  court  in  1863,  he  served  with  distinction  until  Decem- 
ber, 1873,  when  he  retired  to  private  life.  While  in  Con- 
gress, he  obtained  an  appropriation  for  the  building  of  the 
Marine  Hospital,  on  the  Ohio  river,  below  Pittsburgh,  and 
also  secured  an  appropriation  of  $75,000  for  the  building 
of  the  Pittsburgh  Post-office;  this  being  the  first  money 
ever  granted  for  such  purpose  to  any  city  except  New  York. 
During  his  term  of  service  as  Judge,  he  organized  and  per 
fected  the  system  of  the  Allegheny  County  Work-house, 
now  a great  benefaction  and  a self-supporting  institution. 
He  was  an  original  member  of  the  Republican  party. 


LACK,  JEREMIAH  S.,  Lawyer  and  Judge,  was 
born  in  Somerset  county,  Pennsylvania,  January 
iotli,  1S10.  His  father  was  a man  of  influence 
and  considerable  prominence,  and,  from  1S14  to 
1S1S,  was  a member  of  the  Legislature;  after- 
ward, for  several  years,  an  Associate  Judge;  and, 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  a member  of  Congress.  After 
acquiring  a thorough  classical  and  mathematical  education, 
he  abandoned  school-life  and  adopted  temporarily  the  oc- 
cupation of  a farmer.  When  in  his  seventeenth  year,  he 
entered  the  law  office  of  Chauncey  Forward,  in  Somerset, 
and,  in  1S30,  while  still  in  his  minority,  was  admitted  to 
the  bar.  In  1831,  he  became  Deputy  Attorney-General  for 
Somerset  county,  and,  in  1S42,  was  elevated  to  the  bench, 
becoming  the  President  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  of  the  Judicial  District  composed  of  the  counties  of 
Somerset,  Bedford,  Fulton,  Franklin,  and  Blair.  In  1851, 
he  was  elected  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Penn- 
sylvania, to  which  he  was  re-elected  in  1S54.  In  1857, 
under  the  administration  of  President  Buchanan,  he  was 
the  Attorney-General  of  the  United  States;  in  1S60,  Secre- 
tary of  State;  and,  in  1S62,  Reporter  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States.  He  was  elected  a member  of  the 
Constitutional  Convention  of  Pennsylvania  of  1872  and 


1873,  as  a Democratic  delegate  at  large,  and  took  an  active 
part  in  all  its  deliberations  until  he  resigned  his  seat  on 
( Holier  2d,  1 873. 

0 z^^/HOCK,  SAMUEL,  Lawyer  and  Financier-,  eldest 
son  of  John  and  Salome  Shock,  was  born  in 
Harrisburg,  May  28tb,  1797.  1 1 is  ancestry  was 

purely  German,  and  his  grandparents  immigrated 
to  this  country  at  an  early  day,  settling  near 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania.  1 1 is  father,  remov- 
ing to  Harrisburg  in  1792,  filled  the  office  of  Commissioner 
and  Treasurer  of  Dauphin  county,  and,  in  1810,  was 
selected  by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  as  a Commis- 
sioner with  Robert  Harris,  Adamson  Tannehill,  'William 
McCandless,  and  Nathan  Beach,  to  survey  the  northern 
and  southern  roads  from  Harrisburg  to  Pittsburgh,  to  <1  is 
cover  the  best  route  for  a turnpike  between  the  two  places. 
After  a thorough  course  in  various  preparatory  schools,  he, 
in  1S1 5-’  16,  studied  at  the  West  Nottingham  Academy  in 
Cecil  county,  Maryland,  under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Magraw  and  the  distinguished  linguist,  Daniel  M’Crcm- 
mer.  In  1 8 1 2-’ 13— ’ 14,  he  was  Recorder  of  Patents  under 
John  Cochran,  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office,  and  Recorder 
of  Surveys  in  the  office  of  Andrew  Porter,  then  Surveyor- 
General.  In  September,  1814,  he  joined  the  Harrisburg 
Artillerists,  a volunteer  company  formed  within  twcnlv-four 
hours  after  the  British  had  burned  the  Capitol  at  Wash- 
ington. This  company,  commanded  by  Richard  M.  Crain, 
marched  to  York,  and  thence  to  Baltimore,  where  they 
remained  until  the  enemy  abandoned  the  intended  attack 
upon  that  citv,  and  concentrated  their  forces  near  New 
Orleans.  In  May,  1S17,  he  began  to  study  law  with  Hon. 
Amos  Ellmaker,  Attorney-General  of  Pennsylvania,  and, 
under  his  auspices,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  March,  1820. 
In  the  same  year,  lie  was  appointed  Solicitor  of  the  Harris- 
burg Bank,  which  post  he  filled  for  many  years,  being  later 
made  Solicitor  for  the  Directors  of  the  Poor.  In  1825,11c 
took  an  active  part  in  an  unsuccessful  effort  to  impeach 
Samuel  S.  Frank,  President  Judge  of  the  Dauphin  and 
Lebanon  District.  I11  the  early  part  of  his  professional 
career,  he  was  both  a teacher  and  a superintendent  of  the 
Sunday-school  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and,  by  personal 
labor  and  generous  contributions,  aided  materially  in  the 
erection  of  a Sunday-school  house.  I11  1825,  he  was  elected 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  by  a union  of  the 
Whig  and  anli-Masonic  members,  as  successor  of  Francis 
R.  Sliunk,  the  Democratic  candidate.  In  1837,  he  was 
made  Secretary  to  the  Convention  to  amend  the  Constitu- 
tion, and,  at  the  close  of  the  labors  of  that  body,  he  was 
unanimously  thanked.  In  1S39,  he  was  elected  Cashier 
of  the  Columbia  Bank  and  Bridge  Company  under  no  very 
favorable  circumstances;  its  nominal  capital  being  $150,- 
000,  but,  actually,  not  more  than  from  $80,000  to  $100,000, 
as  a bridge  costing  more  than  $175,000  had,  in  1832,  been 
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carried  away  by  an  ice-freshet,  and  the  loss  sustained  had 
not  been  made  up ; no  dividend  had  been  made  for  live 
years,  while  the  stock  was  selling  at  $35  per  share  for 
$100  paid  in,  and  few  buyers;  the  capital  was  afterward 
increased  to  § 250,00°  by  converting  $100,000  of  bridge 
capital  into  bank  capital,  which  only  enlarged  the  banking 
privileges  without  adding  a dollar  of  money  to  its  resources. 
In  1S37,  the  capital  was  increased  by  subscription  and  pur- 
chase of  new  stock  at  $115  per  share  to  $322,500.  with  a 
change  of  title  to  that  of  the  Columbia  Bank;  in  1S65,  the 
charter  as  a State  Bank  was  surrendered,  and  it  became 
the  Columbia  National  Bank,  with  a capital  of  $500,000, 
and  the  stock  is  now  selling  at  from  $145  to  $150  pet- 
share;  he  still  retaining  charge  of  its  interests  as  Cashier. 
In  1848,  he  was  appointed  aid  to  Governor  W illiam  John- 
ston, which,  by  courtesy,  conferred  upon  him  the  title  of 
Colonel.  In  i860,  he  was  a member  of  the  State  Com- 
mittee of  the  Republican  party,  and  a delegate  to  the 
National  Convention  at  Chicago  which  nominated  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  for  the  Presidency.  Through  his  exertions 
and  liberal  donations,  an  excellent  library  has  been  estab- 
lished in  the  common-school  building,  in  Columbia,  for  the 
free  use  and  benefit  of  the  pupils  of  the  common  schools, 
and  is  known  as  the  Shock  Library;  also,  in  various  other 
educational  enterprises  he  has  labored  efficiently.  During 
the  Rebellion,  he  was  noted  fur  his  loyalty,  and  presented 
to  the  company  of  volunteers  first  formed  in  Columbia  a 
handsome  and  costly  (lag.  At  one  and  the  same  time,  he 
served  as  President  of  the  following  named  companies  and 
organizations:  the  Common-School  Board,  for  ten  years; 
the  Columbia  & Marietta  Turnpike  Road  Company;  the 
Columbia  & Chestnut  Hill  Turnpike  Road  Company,  all 
of  which  he  aided  in  constructing ; the  Columbia  Water 
Company,  and  the  Columbia  Gas  Company.  He  was 
Treasurer  of  the  Reading  & Columbia  Railroad  Company, 
but  resigned  that  position  in  1S62,  preparatory  to  embark- 
ing for  a continental  tour.  He  was  also  a Director  of  the 
Poor  of  Lancaster  county,  and  of  the  Wrightsville,  York  & 
Gettysburg  Railroad  ; a Trustee  of  the  Normal  School  at 
M illcrsville  ; and  was  twice  elected  Auditor  of  Lancaster 
county.  lie  still  fills  the  major  portion  of  these  offices,  and, 
in  addition  thereto,  is  President  of  the  Old  Columbia  Public 
Ground  Company.  He  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  full  communion,  and  lhcsident  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees.  In  politics,  he  has  been  uniformly  anti-Demo- 
cratic;  in  1S18,  he  cast  his  first  vote  with  the  Old  School 
party,  which,  under  Michael  Lech  and  others,  was  an  off- 
shoot from  the  Democracy.  In  1S24,  he  was  one  of  thir- 
teen citizens  of  Harrisburg  who  supported  John  Quincy 
Adams  for  the  Presidency;  in  1S29,  he  joined  the  anti- 
Masonic  party,  and  prepared  the  first  political  pamphlet 
issued  by  that  party  in  Pennsylvania.  He  was  a great 
admirer  of  Thaddeus  Stevens.  He  was  married,  in  1842, 
to  Hannah,  youngest  daughter  of  Amos  Slaymaker,  of 
Salisbury  township,  Lancaster  county,  noted  as  the  pro- 


prietor of  the  famous  “Good  Intent”  stage  line  of  coaches 
that  ran  from  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburgh.  She  dying  in 
March,  i860,  he  was  married  again,  in  1865,  to  Annie  E., 
daughter  of  Robert  Barber,  a descendant  of  Robert  Barber, 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Lancaster  county,  who  took 
up  one  thousand  acres  of  land,  on  a part  of  -which  the 
town  of  Columbia  now  stands. 


UFF,  JAMES  KNOX  POLK,  Lawyer,  was  born 
in  Charliers  township,  Allegheny  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, September  loth,  1844.  He  is  of  Irish 
extraction,  and  in  1833  his  family  settled  in 
Western  Pennsylvania.  1 1 is  grandfather,  Joseph 
Lawson,  emigrated  from  Ireland  in  l8n,and, 
upon  landing  in  the  United  States,  settled  in  Delaware 
county.  1 1 is  father,  Samuel  A.  Duff,  removed  with  his 
grandfather,  in  1833,  to  Allegheny  county,  each  remaining 
there  subsequently  until  1 is  death.  James  acquired  his 
education  in  various  schools,  including  the  Bethel  Academy, 
of  Allegheny  county,  presided  over  by  Dr.  George  Mar- 
shall, noted  for  his  talents  and  scholarly  attainments.  1 1 is 
course  of  studies  he  completed  finally  at  Mount  Union 
College,  in  Stark  county,  Ohio,  where  he  evinced  unusual 
discriminative  powers  and  quick  perception.  Leaving  this 
institution  in  1861,  he  engaged  in  the  study  of  the  law 
under  the  guidance  of  General  Shiras,  Sr.,  of  Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania.  Upon  the  completion  of  his  course  of  legal 
studies,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  in  1865.  He  imme- 
diately entered  upon  the  active  practice  of  his  profession  in 
Louisville,  Kentucky,  but  in  six  months  returned  thence  to 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  flas  since  practised 
with  success.  At  an  early  period  he  became  warmly  in- 
terested in  the  various  political  movements  agitating  his 
State  and  country;  and,  participating  actively  in  all  affairs 
touching  the  interest  of  the  Democratic  party,  was  early 
recognized  as  an  able  and  energetic  member.  Public  opera- 
tions and  enterprises  he  has  uniformly  supported.  He  is 
Solicitor  for  various  banks,  railway  companies  and  finan- 
cial organizations.  In  1S72,  he  received  the  Democratic 
nomination  for  the  Legislature,  and  in  1874  was,  by  uni- 
versal acclamation,  nominated  for  District  Attorney,  a posi- 
tion he  is  well  fitted  to  fill. 


ROWN,  A.  M.,  Lawyer,  was  born  in  Middlesex, 
Butler  county,  Pennsylvania,  August  3d,  1S29. 
His  father,  born  in  Cumberland  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, in  1S00,  was  a descendant  of  one  of  the 
Revolutionary  heroes  who  participated  actively 
in  the  struggle  for  Independence;  his  mother, 
Mary  Marshall,  born  in  the  county  of  Derry,  Ireland,  came 
with  her  father’s  family  to  Pennsylvania  when  in  her  in- 
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fancy,  and  at  the  present  time  is  noted  for  her  cultured 
intellectual  powers  and  her  womanly  graces;  she  is  a 
descendant  of  the  renowned  Scotch-Irish  Presbyterians, 
whose  offshoots  form  one  of  the  most  valuable  and  admi- 
rable elements  of  our  present  population.  A.  M.  Brown 
was  primarily  destined  by  his  parents  to  pursue  a mercantile 
life,  and  when  quite  young  became  the  recipient  of  a thor- 
ough business  training,  which  was  subsequently  of  great 
value  to  him  as  a lawyer  practising  in  a large  commercial 
centre.  Later,  he  abandoned  commercial  pursuits,  and, 
in  accordance  with  his  earliest  and  most  ardent  desires, 
entered  upon  the  study  of  the  law.  Having  diligently  and 
profitably  studied  the  legal  science  and  practice  under  the 
able  guidance  of  the  Hon.  Thomas  M.  Marshall,  of  Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania,  he  was,  by  “special  allocatur,”  granted 
by  the  lion.  William  B.  McClure,  President  Judge  of  the 
Courts  of  Allegheny  county — upon  the  certificate  of  the 
Board  of  Examiners — admitted  to  the  bar  in  1S53;  he  was 
thus  duly  qualified  to  practice  without  having  pursued  the 
period  of  probation  almost  invariably  required  of  law- 
students.  lie  was  then  admitted  to  partnership  with  his 
learned  and  able  preceptor,  and  the  law  firm  of  Marshall  & 
Brown  soon  attained  high  rank  in  the  profession;  the  mem- 
bers, individually,  also  became  prominent  leaders  in  local 
and  State  politics;  not,  however,  as  holders  or  seekers  of 
office  and  emolument,  but  as  public-spirited  and  loyal  citi- 
zens. From  the  date  of  his  admission  to  the  bar  down  to 
the  present  time  A.  M.  Brown  has  actively  pursued  the 
practice  of  his  profession,  for  many  years  associated  in 
partnership  with  the  Hon.  '1'.  M.  Marshall,  and  since  1S65 
individually  and  fur  himself  alone.  At  this  date  he  is 
widely  recognized  as  an  eminent  and  influential  practi- 
tioner and  an  upright  lawyer,  distinguished  by  ability  and 
scholarly  attainments.  Although  he  has  never  sought  nor 
held  any  political  position  of  profit,  the  characteristics 
which  have  ensured  him  success  in  his  profession  and  his 
oratorical  powers  have  conduced  to  render  him  popular  and 
powerful  as  a political  mover.  Few  men  have  contributed 
so  materially  to  the  success  the  Republican  parly,  yet  at 
all  times  he  has  been  prompt  and  fearless  in  unveiling  and 
suppressing  every  speejes  of  trickery  and  injustice  emanating 
both  from  his  own  and  from  the  opposing  party.  As  an 
energetic  member  of  the  Republican  National  Convention, 
at  Baltimore,  in  June,  1H64,  and  at  Chicago  in  1S6S,  he 
acquired  a national  reputation.  During  the  war  to  suppress 
the  Rebellion,  his  best  energies  were  contributed  to  main- 
tain the  integrity  of  the  Union;  and,  by  his  warm  and  well- 
directed  efforts,  the  enlistment  of  volunteers  for  the  army 
was  greatly  furthered.  Although  often  urged  by  the  people 
and  the  press  to  become  a candidate  for  Congress,  for  ju- 
dicial and  for  various  other  responsible  positions,  he  has 
invariably  and  resolutely  declined  to  accept  the  proffered 
honors.  In  seeking  a candidate,  in  1874,  for  Mayor  of  the 
consolidated  city  of  Pittsburgh,  under  the  new  charter,  the 
people  and  the  newspaper  press  presented  with  rare  uuani- 
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mity  the  name  of  A.  M.  Brown  for  that  office.  The  Pitts- 
burgh Dispatch  first  publicly  advocated  his  election  in  an 
able  and  lengthy  editorial  containing  the  following:  “ We 
are  well  convinced  that  ninety-nine  out  of  every  hundred 
tax-payers  will,  at  the  mere  mention  of  his  name,  feel  satis- 
fied that,  if  the  whole  directory  were  searched  over  and 
carefully  pondered,  a fitter  nomination  could  not  be  made.” 
Speaking  further  of  the  new  charter  and  of  the  increased 
importance,  power  and  dignity  attached  to  the  above-named 
office,  the  same  well-known  journal  says:  “ It  will  be  seen 
at  a glance  that  the  place,  under  these  conditions,  cannot 
be  properly  filled  save  by  a person  fairly  conversant  with 
city  affairs,  possessed  of  good  judgment,  firm  will,  and, 
ehiefest  of  all,  unbending  honesty.  It  is  no  fulsome  lau- 
dation, but  a simple  statement  of  fact,  to  assert  that  these 
attributes,  one  and  all,  are  possessed  by  A.  M.  Brown. 
Certainly  the  most  active  member  of  the  bar  to-day  ; inti- 
mately acquainted  with  the  past  history  and  present  status 
ol  Pittsburgh  ; of  unyielding  fidelity  to  the  fulfilment  of  any 
duty  reposed  in  him,  he  would  not  be  merely  a Mayor 
enjoying  public  confidence  in  his  personal  worth,  but  one 
capable  of  using  at  all  times  intelligently  and  for  the  best 
interests  of  the  city  the  large  authority  reposed  in  his 
office.”  The  Chronicle  (Independent)  also  promptly  and 
cordially  endorsed  the  nomination,  as  did  also  the  Leader, 
the  Gazette  (Republican),  the  Telegraph,  and  the  Post  ( the 
only  Democratic  organ  in  Pittsburgh),  and  the  News  Item 
(a  literary  journal),  with  many  other  newspapers,  all  of 
which  spoke  in  glowing  terms  of  him  and  advocated 
earnestly  his  nomination  and  election.  He  has  been  offered 
the  position  of  Judge  of  the  District  Court  by  a majority  of 
the  bar,  and  twice  firmly  declined  to  enter  upon  the  onerous 
duties  of  that  office.  He  is  distinguished  for  his  liberality 
and  benevolence;  has  ever  been  energetic  and  efficient 
upon  all  occasions  of  public  and  private  emergency,  and 
deservedly  enjoys  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  who 
know  him. 
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URTIS,  IION.  CARLTON  B.,  Lawyer  and  Con- 
gressman, son  ol  John  Curtis,  was  born  in  Madi 
son  county,  New  York,  December  17th,  1 S 1 1 
Having  received  an  academic  education,  his 
talents  and  taste  led  him  to  select  the  legal  pro 
fession,  and  he  entered  the  office  of  the  late 
Judge  Mullet,  of  New  York.  Soon  after  he  moved  to 
Pennsylvania,  and  there  continued  his  studies  with  I).  C. 
Barrett,  of  Erie,  until  his  admission  to  the  bar.  In  1834, 
he  settled  in  'Warren,  Warren  county,  Pennsylvania,  and 
immediately  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  In 
some  features  of  legal  knowledge  he  is  almost  without 
superiors,  while  his  reading  has  been  so  extensive  and  so 
carefully  conducted  that  few  jurists  have  a more  profound 
know  ledge  uf  the  general  law.  In  1836,  then  hut  twenty- 
five  years  of  age,  lie  was  sent  to  the  Legislature,  serving 
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meritoriously;  and  in  1S37  and  1S38  was  twice  re-elected; 
during  his  term  there  he  warmly  and  ably  supported  the 
Common  School  Law,  then  being  enacted.  Returning 
home  he  resumed  his  practice,  and  was  thus  occupied  until 
1850,  when  he  was  elected  to  the  Thirty-second  Congress. 
He  was  an  upholder  of  the  Democratic  party  and  principles 
until  1S55,  when  the  Missouri  Compromise  was  repealed; 
and  since  that  time  has  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party, 
exhibiting  himself  as  an  able  champion  when  it  was  sorely 
in  need  of  competent  leaders.  In  1861,  when  President 
Lincoln  issued  his  call  for  troops,  he  was  in  the  enjoyment 
of  a large  practice,  but  his  regard  for  his  country’s  safety 
influenced  him  more  strongly  than  did  his  desire  fo  advance 
his  personal  interests,  and  he  immediately  commenced  re- 
cruiting soldiers  for  the  army,  llis  efforts  created  the 
5Slh  Regiment  of  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  of  this 
organization  he  was  appointed  Colonel.  The  regiment 
was  soon  after  ordered  to  North  CaroJini,  and  there  did 
efficient  duty  for  a lengthy  period.  In  1863;  his  health 
began  to  fail,  and  he  was  required  to  resign.  After  his  re- 
turn home,  and  when  reinstated  in  his  former  good  health, 
he  re-engaged  in  his  professional  ‘ duties,  and  since  that 
date  has  continued  to  practice  with  great  success.  ■ In  1872, 
the  Republicans  of  the  Nineteenth  District  unanimously 
nominated  and  elected  him-  to  the  Forty-third  Congress, 
where  he  has  made  an  honorable,  record  and  labored  with 
zeal  and  efficiency  as  a member  of  the. Committees  on  Terri- 
tories, and  Expenditures  of,  the*  War-.  Department.  He  is 
one  of  Erie’s  most  taleilted’  aiRl  Enterprising  citizens,  and 
lias  always  been  foremost  in  all  public  improvements.  He 
was  one  of  the  founders  of-the-Eirst  National  Bank  of  Erie, 
and  was  the  chief  and  most  energetic  organizer  and  builder 
of  the  Dttnkiik  & Venango  Railroad;  and  to  him  must  be 
credited  a large  share  in  the  origination  of  those  wise 
measures  which  have  since  contributed  to  render  that  en- 
terprise so  extensive  and  remunerative.  lie  was  married, 
in  1S35,  to  Ann  Sargent,  of  Warren,  Warren  county, 
Pennsylvania.  *' 

GREENBACK,  MATTHIAS,  Pioneer,  Revolu- 
tionary Soldier,  Judge,  Merchant,  Indian  Trader, 
etc.,  was  born  February  171I1,  1752,  at  or  near 
Jonestown,  in  Lancaster  (now  Lebanon)  county, 
Pennsylvania,  and  was  the  second  son  of  John 
1 lollenback— of  Saxon  descent, but  believed  to  be 
a native  of  Virginia — and  Eleanor  Jones,  a lady  of  Welsh 
parentage.  Being  thus  of  mixed  German  and  Welsh  descent, 
nature  appears  to  have  selected  for  him  some  of  the  strongest 
and  best  trails  of  both  characters.  His  education  was  limited 
to  a few  weeks  tuition  in  a common  school ; but  to  him,  as  to 
other  men  who  have  risen  from  obscurity  by  the  force  of 
their  own  abilities,  the  world  was  a life-long  school,  and  expe- 
rience ami  observation  his  skilful  tutors.  lie  emigrated  to 
Wyoming  Valley  about  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1769,  with 


a party  of  young  men  from  his  native  county,  for  the  purpose 
of  settling  under  the  Connecticut  laws;  and  at  once  em- 
barked in  trade  in  a small  way.  In  the  long  and  bloody 
dispute  which  followed,  known  as  the  “ l’ennamite  and 
Yankee  War,”  though  himself  a Pennsylvanian,  he  steadily 
adhered  to  the  cause  in  which  he  had  embarked,  until  the 
question  of  jurisdiction  was  decided  in  favor  of  Pennsyl- 
vania by  a competent  tribunal,  in  the  Decree  of  Trenton. 
“From  that  moment,”  says  the  late  Judge  Scott,  “he 
yielded  obedience  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  contributed  all  in  his  power  to  quiet  the  turbu- 
lent and  reconcile  the  disaffected  to  the  legitimate  authori- 
ties.” On  the  17th  of  October,  1775,  he  was  commissioned 
an  Ensign  in  the  24th  Regiment  of  Connecticut  colonial 
Militia.  On  the  26th  of  August,  1776,  he  was  appointed 
by  Congress  to  serve  as  an  Ensign  in  Captain  Durkee’s 
Company  of  Wyoming  minute-men,  for  local  defence. 
The  Wyoming  companies  were,  not  long  afterward,  drawn 
into  co-operation  with  the  main  Revolutionary  army  ; and 
Ilollenback  served  eighteen  months,  being  engaged  in  the 
battles  at  Millstone,  Bound  Brook,  Mud  Fort,  Brandywine 
and  Germantown.  His  daring  conduct  at  Millstone  was 
specially  commended.  Early  in  June,  177S,  representa- 
tions of  imminent  danger  to  their  homes  caused  the  resigna- 
tion of  the  commissioned  officers  of  the  Wyoming  companies, 
and  their  return  to  Wyoming  with  a portion  of  their  men, 
Ilollenback  among  the  number.  They  came  just  in  time 
to  die.  As  the  fatal  day  approached,  scouts  were  sent  up 
the  .Susquehanna  to  reconnoitre  the  approach  of  the  enemy. 
At  Exeter,  fifteen'  miles  above  Wilkesbarre,  Ilollenback 
and  bnc  companion  found  the  bodies  of  the  two  young 
Hardings,  freshly  murdered  and  scalped  by  the  savages. 
These  they  placed  in  a canoe  and  brought  dow  11  the  river. 
The  foe  was  now  known'  to  be  near  at  hand,  and  the 
settlers  wereToused -for  self-defence.  The  greater  part  of 
the  Wyoming  minute-men  being  still  in  the  main  army,  the 
defence  devolved  mainly  Upon  the  aged,  the  young  and 
the  undisciplined,  poorly  armed  and  equipped  : yet  they 
went  forth  with  a constant  mind,  anti  the  most  of  them 
sealed  their  devotion  with  their  blood.  The  story  of  the 
day  of  July  3d,  1778,  is  well  known.  Ensign  Ilollenback 
fought  upon  the  right  wing;  and  says  the  historian  Miner, 
“ Fear  was  a stranger  to  his  bosom.  I have  heard  several 
say  who  recognized  him  in  the  battle  that  a braver  soldier 
never  marched  out  to  meet  an  enemy.”  When  the  day 
was  lost  and  the  rout  became  general,  he  escaped  to  the 
river,  throwing  off  his  outer  clothing  and  securing  some 
valuables  to  his  queue.  Thus  lie  swam  the  river,  diving 
under  as  long  as  he  could,  and  coming  to  the  surface  occa- 
sionally for  breath;  a bullet  once  grazing  his  head  so 
closely  as  to  cause  an  involuntary  gasp,  by  which  he  lost  a 
gold  piece  out  of  his  mouth.  Resting  for  an  hour  on  the 
eastern  bank,  under  cover  of  the  forest  and  the  darkness, 
he  pressed  on  to  Wilkesbarre,  reaching  home  about  one- 
o’clock  in  the  morning  of  July  41I1.  After  some  hurried 
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consultation  and  preparations,  by  four  o’clock  he  was  in  the 
saddle  and  on  the  way  to  Iiear  Creek,  where  he  met  Captain 
Spalding  with  his  company,  and  urged  him  to  press  on  to 
the  relief  of  the  fort  at  NVilkesbarre.  That  officer  declining 
the  risk,  with  a few  men  whom  he  induced  to  join  him, 
Ilollenback  started  on  the  return.  On  regaining  the  verge 
of  the  valley,  however,  he  found  that  he  was  too  late,  the 
town  and  his  own  house  being  in  flames  and  the  fort  al- 
ready in  possession  of  the  savages.  He  now  devoted  his 
exertions  to  the  relief  of  the  fugitives,  and  supplying  them 
with  bread  in  their  flight  to  the  Delaware;  in  which  his 
untiring  energy  evoked  the  gratitude  of  many  sufferers. 
After  tranquillity  was  restored,  he  was  of  the  party  who 
returned  to  the  valley  and  battle-field,  and  attended  to  the 
burial  of  the  slain,  whose  bones  now  lie  under  the  monu- 
ment at  Wyoming.  He  now  again  embarked  in  trade; 
marrying  one  of  the  widows  of  the  battle,  by  whom  he  had 
three  daughters  and  a son,  the  late  G.  M.  Ilollenback. 
The  house  and  store  which  he  then  erected,  and  in  which 
he  laid  the  foundations  of  an  ample  fortune,  is  still  shown 
on  Main  street,  in  the  city  of  Wilkesbarre.  In  the  year 
1791,  he  established  the  first  trading-post  at  Newtown — 
now  Elmira,  New  York — upon  the  occasion  of  Colonel 
Pickering’s  treaty  with  the  Indians  at  that  place.  About 
six  years  before,  or  somewhat  earlier,  he  established  stores  at 
Tioga  Point — now  Athens,  Pennsylvania — Wysox  and  else- 
where. All  the  goods  for  his  numerous  stores  were  brought 
in  wagons  from  Philadelphia  to  Middletown,  and  then 
“ pushed  ” up  the  Susquehanna  in  Durham  boats  ; which, 
returning,  brought  down  the  various  articles  of  barter,  furs, 
produce,  etc.,  received  from  the  settlers  and  Indians  in 
exchange  for  goods.  As  his  ventures  prospered,  he  ex- 
tended his  operations  with  wonderful  vigor.  No  amount^ 
of  hazard,  travel,  or  fatigue,  seems  to  have  daunted  this 
daring  and  energetic  pioneer.  At  each  of  his  trading-posts 
he  acquired  land,  and  carried  on  also  the  cultivation  of  the 
soil.  Clearly  foreseeing  the  progress  of  the  country,  he 
invested  his  earnings  in  the  purchase  of  farms  and  unseated 
lands,  thus  becoming  ultimately  one  of  the  largest  land- 
holders in  the  valley  of  the  Susquehanna.  Upon  hearing 
of  peace  with  England,  in  1782,  he  gathered  and  took  to 
Niagara  a drove  of  cattle,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the 
garrisons  there.  But  so  prompt  were  his  movements,  that 
he  preceded  by  some  weeks  the  official  news  of  peace,  and 
was  held  as  a prisoner  by  the  British  garrison.  Upon  his 
return,  in  1792,  from  his  last  enterprise  of  this  kind,  he 
narrowly  escaped  from  a plot  of  the  Doane  gang  of  des- 
peradoes to  waylay  and  kill  him  for  his  money;  his  relation 
of  this  trip  and  of  his  adventures  upon  the  return  is  said  to 
have  been  full  of  thrilling  interest.  1 1 is  journeys  were 
made  in  the  saddle;  his  money,  often  large  sums  of  gold 
and  silver,  being  carried  at  the  pommel.  A sword-cane, 
attached  to  the  saddle  when  on  the  journey,  was  generally 
his  weapon  of  defence  ; it  is  still  preserved  and  shown  in  his  1 
only  portrait.  I lis  life  was  often  in  imminent  peril.  On  one  I 


occasion  a worthless  Indian  threw  live  coals  upon  the 
top  of  a keg  of  powder  in  one  of  his  stores,  with  the 
purpose  of  blowing  him  up;  but  the  courage  and  ad- 
dress of  a clerk  averted  the  explosion.  The  Indian  is 
said  to  have  lost  his  life  afterwards  in  an  encounter  with 
the  same  clerk  on  a foot-bridge  across  the  river.  Many 
similar  anecdotes  were  related,  but  the  memory  of  them 
is  now  lost.  A few  years  after  the  war,  when  the  re- 
nowned chief  Red  Jacket  passed  through  Wyoming  on 
his  way  to  Philadelphia,  he  paid  Ilollenback  a friendly 
visit,  accompanied  by  his  braves;  the  host’s  surviving 
daughter,  now  in  her  eighty-seventh  year,  still  remembers 
the  visit  and  the  courtesy  of  the  noble  savage.  In 
July,  17SS,  Ilollenback  was  present  at  the  treaty  of 
Buffalo,  between  the  Six  Nations  and  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, represented  by  Oliver  l’helps.  At  the  same 
treaty  were  present  also  Colonel  John  Butler,  the  British 
leader  at  Wyoming,  and  Capt.  Joseph  Brant,  the  celebrated 
Mohawk  leader.  In  1 787,  Ilollenback  was  commissioned 
Lieutenant-Colonel  by  Benjamin  Franklin,  President  of 
the  Supreme  Executive  Council ; two  later  commissions 
are  dated  1792  and  1793.  In  17S7,  he  was  also  com- 
missioned Justice  of  the  Peace  and  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas;  and  in  1791,  upon  the  adoption  of  the 
new  State  Constitution,  an  Associate  Judge,  which  position 
he  filled  with  honor  and  respect  throughout  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  a period  of  thirty-eight  years.  Prominent 
in  public  affairs,  as  in  private  business,  his  house  was 
the  home  of  a generous  and  courtly  hospitality,  where 
were  entertained  many  eminent  persons  on  their  visits 
to  Wyoming.  For  many  years  it  was  his  custom  to 
give  an  annual  dinner  to  the  bench  and  bar  of  Luzerne 
county;  at  which  “the  Madeira  flowed  like  water,  and 
the  cares  of  business  were  laicr  aside  for  the  pleasures 
of  hospitality  and  social  enjoyment.”  In  politics,  the 
sympathies  of  Judge  Ilollenback  were  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  1 1 is  last  vote  was  cast  for  General  Jackson, 
in  November,  182S,  only  three  months  before  his  own 
death : the  ballot  was  taken  from  his  hands  by  the 

election  board  as  he  sat  in  his  carriage,  the  incident 
calling  forth  enthusiastic  cheers  from  the  Democratic 
spectators.  lie  died  on  the  1 Slh  of  February,  1829,  aged 
seventy-seven  years,  leaving  to  his  children  a large  estate 
and  an  honorable  name.  He  was  a man  of  strong  mind, 
indomitable  energy  and  unconquerable  will;  “a  patriotic 
man  and  brave  soldier,  a true  type  of  that  representative 
class  of  Americans  who  subdued  the  wilderness  and  founded 
the  Republic.”  In  person  he  was  of  the  middle  stature, 
with  a compact  and  vigorous  frame,  capable  of  the  extremes 
of  exertion  and  exposure.  Ilis  habits  were  simple  and 
abstemious,  and  his  dress  plain,  but  worn  with  a careful 
regard  for  personal  neatness.  He  was  not  a member 
of  any  Christian  church  ; but  was  attached  to  the  Pres- 
1 byterian  denomination,  of  which  he  was  a constant  and 
I liberal  supporter. 
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/Vi  OORIIEAD,  IION.  JAMES  KENNEDY,  Manu- 
facturer, Corporation  President,  and  ex-Congress- 
ntan,  was  born  in  Dauphin  county,  Pennsylvania, 
September  7th,  1806.  1 1 is  father,  William  Moor- 

head, came  to  this  country  from  Ireland,  iir  179S, 
and  settled  in  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  was  married  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Young,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Kennedy  ; she  belonged  to  the  Scotch- 
Irish  family  of  that  name,  whose  members  were  well 
known  as  early  settlers  in  the  Pequea  Valley,  of  that 
county.  In  1S06,  he  purchased  and  removed  to  a farm 
situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Susquehanna,  in  Halifax 
township,  Dauphin  county,  where  his  son  James  was  born. 
William  Moorhead  was  an  enterprising  and  talented  man, 
and  took  an  active  part  in  the  political  movements  of  the 
day;  in  1S14,  he  was  appointed  by  President  Madison, 
Collector  of  Internal  Revenue  for  the  Tenth  District  of 
Pennsylvania,  fulfilling  its  duties  with  marked  ability  and 
judgment;  in  1815,  he  removed  to  Harrisburg,  where  lie 
died  in  1S17.  In  the  following  spring,  Mrs.  Moorhead, 
with  a family  of  six  young  children,  returned  to  the  farm 
on  the  Susquehanna;  and  on  James  Kennedy,  while  in  his 
twelfth  year,  devolved  its  management,  and  also  the  duties 
connected  with  a ferry  established  by  his  father,  and 
widely  known  as  the  Moorhead  Ferry.  At  the  age  of 
sixteen,  he  was  apprenticed  to  William  Linville,  of  Lan- 
caster county,  to  learn  the  art  of  tanning  and  currying 
leather.  After  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  apprentice- 
ship, he  pursued  his  trade  as  a journeyman  tanner  for  a 
short  time;  and,  in  1827,  engaged  as  a Contractor  on  the 
Susquehanna  Division  of  the  Pennsylvania  Canal,  when 
he  became  an  ardent  advocate  of  the  Internal  Improve- 
ment system.  In  1S28,  he  obtained  contracts  on  the 
Juniata  Division  of  the  above-named  canal,  and  removed 
to  Huntingdon  in  order  to  facilitate  his  business.  Upon 
the  completion  of  his  contracts,  he  was  appointed  by  the 
Central  Commissioners,  Superintendent  of  the  Juniata 
Division  of  the  Pennsylvania  Canal ; and  held  that  posi- 
tion until  1838,  when  he  resigned  it  to  take  charge  of  the 
Pioneer  Packet  Line,  an  enterprise  established  through  his 
instrumentality  for  the  carrying  of  passengers  from  Phila- 
delphia to  Pittsburgh.  This  responsible  interest  neces- 
sitated his  removal  to  the  latter  city  in  1S36,  where  he  has 
since  chiefly  resided.  In  the  meantime,  he  had  become 
an  active,  ardent,  and  influential  member  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  was  recognized  as  an  eminent  ally  and 
astute  leader.  In  1839,  he  was  appointed  by  Governor 
Porter,  Adjutant-General  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania; 
and,  in  the  summer  of  1840,  President  Yan  Buren  ap- 
pointed him  Postmaster,  at  Pittsburgh,  which  last  office  he 
held  until  the  accession,  in  1841,  of  the  Harrison  adminis- 
tration. At  this  date,  the  improvement  of  the  Mononga- 
hela  river  by  dams  and  locks  was  commenced;  to  him 
was  awarded  the  first  contract  therewith  connected,  and 
he  became  a stockholder  in  the  company.  In  1S46,  lie 


was  elected  President  of  the  company,  and  still  retains 
the  position  after  twenty-eight  years  of  continuous  service. 
In  the  History  of  the  Company , recently  written  by  a dis- 
tinguished lawyer  of  Western  Pennsylvania,  appear  the 
following  lines:  “It  is  so  obvious  as  hardly  to  justify  its 
mention  here,  that  much  of  this  company’s  success  and 
efficiency  is  owing  to  the  energy,  skill,  and  unceasing 

vigilance  of  its  President Indeed,  so  completely 

has  he  become  identified  with  the  ‘ Slackwater,’  that  it 
has  given  to  him  his  most  familiar  sobriquet,  ‘Old  Slack- 
water.’  To  what  extent  this  Slackwater  navigation  of  the 
Monongahela  river  has  contributed  to  the  growth  and 
prosperity  of  Pittsburgh,  and  the  development  of  the  great 
interests  in  the  Valley  of  the  Monongahela,  need  not  be 
told  in  Western  Pennsylvania.”  In  1840,  he  established 
the  Union  Cotton  Factory,  in  Allegheny  City,  but  in  1849, 
it  was  devastated  and  entirely  ruined  by  fire.  From  1849 
to  1873,  he  was  largely  interested  in  the  Pittsburgh  Novelty 
Works.  At  an  early  date,  he  became  identified  with  the 
telegraph  enterprise,  and,  for  many  years,  was  President 
of  the  Atlantic  & Ohio  Telegraph  Company;  and  of  the 
Pittsburg,  Cincinnati  & Louisville  Telegraph  Company; 
he  was  also,  for  a number  of  years,  President  of  the 
Charliers  Valley  Railroad  Company.  For  a lengthy 
period,  he  served  as  one  of  the  Inspectors  of  the  Western 
Penitentiary;  and  has  been  a Director  and  Manager  of  the 
Western  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  and  of  the  House  of 
Refuge  at  Pittsburgh,  since  their  establishment,  and  still 
holds  a position  in  the  former.  To  the  founding  and 
support  of  these  two  institutions  he  contributed  largely, 
both  by  pecuniary  assistance  and  personal  effort.  He  is 
one  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Western  University,  and  also 
one  of  its  most  active  and  efficient  upholders.  While  a 
member  of  the  Democratic  party,  he  was  distinguished  for 
his  Anti-Slavery  Extension  and  Protective  Tariff  Doctrines. 
On  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party,  in  1S56,  his 
principles  and  convictions  induced  him  to  side  with  that 
organization;  and,  in  1838,  he  was  elected  a Representa- 
tive to  Congress  from  the  Pittsburgh  District,  and  subse- 
quently was  re-elected  four  times.  In  186S,  he  declined  a 
renomination,  and  at  the  end  of  the  Fortieth  Congress 
withdrew  from  active  public  life.  In  the  Thirty-sixth 
Congress,  he  served  on  the  Committee  of  Commerce;  in 
the  Thirty-seventh,  on  the  Committee  of  Naval  Affairs, 
and  was  made  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  National 
Armories.  In  the  Thirty-eighth  Congress,  he  was  con- 
tinued on  the  Committee  of  Naval  Affairs,  and  appointed 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures.  In  the 
Thirty-ninth  and  Fortieth  Congresses,  he  was  a member 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  while  retaining  the 
last-named  Chairmanship.  Throughout  his  various  terms, 
he  distinguished  himself  as  a shrewd  and  brilliant  orator ; 
and  delivered  able  speeches  on  the  subjects  of  the  Tariff, 
Finance,  Reconstruction,  Impeachment  of  ex-President 
Johnson,  and  other  engrossing  subjects  of  the  day.  He 
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possessed,  in  the  highest  degree,  the  respect  and  confidence 
of  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  of  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary 
of  War,  the  latter  having  been,  for  twenty  years  prior  to 
this  time,  liis  intimate  friend  and  legal  adviser.  During 
the  progress  of  the  Civil  War,  he  was  noted  for  his  un- 
tiring and  generous  attention  to  the  wants  and  interests 
of  the  Pennsylvania  soldiers;  and  ever  evinced  a fearless 
loyalty  and  an  inflexible  determination  to  sustain  the  rights 
and  honor  of  his  State  and  country.  While  actively  en- 
gaged as  a contractor,  manufacturer,  political  leader,  as 
President  of  a Navigation  Company,  of  one  Railroad  and 
two  Telegraph  Companies,  he  has  managed  to  devote  much 
time  and  attention  to  charitable  movements  and  enterprises 
of  a philanthropic  nature;  and  has  always  been  an 
energetic  participant  in  all  movements  calculated  to  ad- 
vance the  welfare  of  the  State  and  country.  Ills  leading 
traits  of  character  are  indomitable  energy,  strength,  talent, 
and  ability ; in  its  tendencies  his  clear  and  vigorous  in- 
tellect is  eminently  practical,  and  his  nature  is  aspiring  and 
progressive.  He  was  married,  in  iSjo,  to  Jane  Logan, 
of  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania. 


Mr 


! 


j^IDDLE,  SAMUEL,  Merchant  and  Cotton-Mill 
/f  Operator,  was  born  in  the  township  of  Park- 
mount,  County  Antrim,  Ireland — situated  two 
and  a half  miles  from  Belfast — in  the  year  lSoo. 
After  acquiring  a varied  and  useful  education  in 
a private  academy,  he  became  employed,  when 
in  his  fourteenth  year,  in  a cotton  factory  at  Belfast. 
During  the  nine  years  which  were  passed  in  this  establish- 
ment, he  was  a shrewd  and  attentive  observer,  losing  no 
opportunities  to  obtain  an  insight  into  the  principles  and 
details  involved  in  the  business,  and  he  rapidly  acquired  a 
practical  and  valuable  knowledge  of  the  art  of  cotton 
manufacture.  Judging  that  the  new  country  offered  more 
ample  fields  for  profitable  operations,  he  sailed  for  the 
United  States  in  May,  1823,  but  was  shipwrecked,  while 
en  route,  at  Sable  Island.  In  the  ensuing  August,  how- 
ever, he  landed  safely  at  Philadelphia,  with  a capital  con- 
sisting of  the  meagre  sum  of  four  Spanish  dollars.  Pos- 
sessing an  exhaustless  store  of  hope  and  energy,  and 
animated  by  strong  self-reliance,  he  visited  Manayunk; 
immediately  obtaining  work  in  one  of  the  large  cotton 
factories  located  there,  he  was  industriously  occupied  until 
stricken  by  fever  and  ague.  Upon  regaining  his  health 
and  strength,  he  moved  to  Pleasant  Mills,  New  Jersey, 
where,  obtaining  similar  employment,  he  worked  diligently 
for  more  than  three  years.  In  1827,  he  decided  to  invest 
his  earnings  in  some  remunerative  enterprise,  and  com- 
mence business  on  his  own  account.  Moving  to  Spring- 
field,  Delaware  county,  he  rented  a building  in  that  place, 
and  began  the  spinning  of  cotton  yarns,  with  nearly  500 
spindles,  employing  about  ten  hands.  Prospering  greatly 


in  this  venture,  he  removed  his  establishment  to  a more 
extensive  building  situated  on  Chester  creek,  and  began 
operations  there  with  3000  spindles,  and  all  the  necessary 
machinery.  Ultimately,  he  became  one  of  the  largest 
manufacturers  in  the  Slate,  and  established,  in  1842,  the 
well-known  Glen  Riddle  Mills.  His  success  in  life  is 
attributable  to  his  energy,  perseverance,  prudent  and  far- 
seeing  enterprise,  and  an  undeviating  integrity  in  all  rela- 
tions with  his  fellow-men.  lie  is  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent and  influential  men  in  that  region  of  Pennsylvania 
where  he  resides;  and  as  a businessman  has  the  entire 
confidence  of  a wide  circle  of  merchants  and  capitalists, 
who  find  in  him  a prompt,  trustworthy,  and  generous 
associate. 


ARR,  MATTHEW  ROBINSON,  Merchant  and 
Stove  Manufacturer,  was  born  at  Harbor  Creek, 
Erie  county,  Pennsylvania,  December  25th,  1817. 
1 1 is  grandfather,  James  Barr,  emigrated  from 
Antrim  county,  Ireland,  in  1755;  was  married 
to  Elizabeth  Kirk;  and  lived  in  Mifflin  county, 
Pennsylvania,  until  1802,  when  he  removed  to  Erie  county 
with  his  father,  James  Barr,  Jr.;  in  1812,  the  latter  was 
married  to  Polly  R.  Kelly,  and  acted  as  a Captain  in  the 
War  of  1S12;  subsequently,  April  1st,  1830,  the  two  last- 
named  persons  moved  to  Mill  Creek,  Pennsylvania.  1 1 is 
maternal  grandfather,  John  Kelly,  was  a Revolutionary 
soldier,  and  noted  for  loyalty  and  intrepid  bravery.  After 
completing  his  early  education,  Matthew  R.  Barr,  then  in 
his  nineteenth  year,  became  engaged  in  teaching  school, 
and  pursued  this  occupation  for  several  years.  1 1 is  father 
dying,  in  April,  1835,  he  attended  jo  the  management  of 
his  mother’s  farm,  continuing  to  teach  meanwhile  until 
1842.  In  1845,  he  was  elected  Constable  of  Mill  Creek, 
and  was  re-elected  for  the  terms  of  1846  and  1847,  at 
whose  expiration  he  declined  a re-election,  lie  was  sub- 
sequently connected  as  salesman  with  the  principal  busi- 
ness men  and  mercantile  firms  of  Erie  ; notably  with  Les- 
ter, Sennett  K Chester,  who  prosecuted  the  foundry  business 
in  that  place.  In  the  summer  of  1 848,  he  became  general 
salesman,  time-keeper  and  overseer  for  the  above  firm,  re- 
ceiving for  his  services  ,8300,  later  8400,  and,  finally,  $Goo 
per  annum.  The  copartnership  of  Lester,  Sennett  & Chester 
expiring  March  1st,  1851,  he,  in  conjunction  with  Conrad 
Brown,  purchased  the  interest  of  the  firm,  and  at  once  com- 
menced business  under  the  name  of  Sennett  K Co.  In  1856, 
he  became  interested  with  others  in  a contract  to  build  sixty 
miles  of  the  Philadelphia  & Erie  Road.  They  were  in- 
structed to  begin  operations  in  September  of  that  year,  in 
order  to  influence  certain  desired  legislation  ; the  company 
failing  to  secure  this  legislation,  however,  in  the  following 
June  the  President,  S.  V.  Merrick,  instructed  them  to  cease 
work  until  further  notice.  Much  dissatisfaction  arose,  and 
Matthew  R.  Barr  was  appealed  to  for  advice  regarding  the 
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inability  of  the  company  to  comply  with  its  original  engage- 
ments. On  this  occasion  he  advocated  earnestly  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  enterprise;  “determined  to  aid  in  building 
a road  to  Philadelphia,”  he  encouraged  his  associates  to 
proceed,  and  trust  in  the  ultimate  success  which  it  seemed 
probable  the  company  might  secure.  Acting  in  concert 
with  him,  the  building  was  constantly  prosecuted,  the 
desired  legislation  was  obtained  in  1S58,  and,  in  1859, 
the  contract  was  successfully  completed.  In  1S55,  the 
style  of  the  firm  was  changed  to  Sennctt,  Barr  & Co.  In 
1S57,  the  partners  lost  heavily  by  the  failure  of  their 
Western  customers,  and  later,  by  fire,  over  $10,000,  the 
Insurance  Companies  failing  to  comply  with  their  agree- 
ments; they  lost  also  an  additional  sum  of  $10,000,  by 
the  sinking  of  a cargo  of  stone  in  Lake  Michigan.  These 
heavy  losses  involved  them  so  seriously  that,  in  185S,  it 
was  necessary  to  demand  an  extension  of  time,  and  their 
indebtedness  was  not  entirely  liquidated  until  after  M.  R. 
Barr  received  the  profits  arising  from  his  railroad  contracts. 
In  1858,  Brown  and  Sennett  retired  from  the  firm,  when 
the  copartnership  of  Barr  & Johnson  was  formed.  The 
real  estate  was  then  sold  at  Sheriff’s  sale,  and  purchased 
by  John  R.  Cochran;  in  1862,  it  was  redeemed  from  him, 
and  ultimately,  after  acquiring  by  purchase  his  partner’s 
entire  interest,  M.  R.  Barr  retired  from  active  business  in 
1872.  Prior  to  1862,  the  usual  and  general  mode  of  pay- 
ment for  workmen  consisted  in  supplying  them  with  pro- 
visions and  dry  goods  kept  in  store;  but,  believing  that  it 
would  be  to  the  benefit  of  his  employes  to  pay  them  in 
cash,  he  did  so;  the  beneficial  results  arising  from  this 
measure  far  exceeded  his  expectations;  and  subsequently 
produced  a long  and  sorely  needed  revolution  in  the  rela- 
tions existing  between  the  employer  and  the  employed  in 
that  region.  In  1S52,  he  was  elected  a member  of  the 
City  Council,  occupying  that  position  for  nearly  ten  years; 
he  was  also  for  several  years  President  of  the  Common 
Council.  lie  has  been  an  influential  member  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  the  Erie  Academy;  and,  in  1866,  was 
elected  a School  Director,  being  appointed,  in  1866,  1872, 
and  1873,  President  of  the  Board.  To  the  latter  position 
he  declined  a re-election  in  the  present  year,  and  he  is  now 
a member  of  the  Water  Commission.  He  was  married, 
in  the  spring  of  1842,  to  Laura  W.  Wright,  of  Mill  Creek, 
Pennsylvania,  and  has  a family  consisting  of  three  children. 


AUMGARDNER,  THOMAS,  Coal  Merchant 
and  Miner,  was  born  in  York,  York  county, 
Pennsylvania,  December  20lh,  1816.  1 1 is  father, 

Thomas  Baumgardner,  was  a well-known  and 
wealthy  hatter  of  that  city  ; his  mother  a 
daughter  of  Jacob  Gartman,  a prominent  coach- 
maker  of  the  same  place.  On  both  the  paternal  and  the 
maternal  sides  he  is  of  German  extraction.  His  early 


education  was  acquired  in  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  county,  whence,  after  a short  course  of  ordinary 
but  practical  studies,  and  while  in  his  thirteenth  year,  he 
moved  to  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  and  entered  the  store  of 
Thomas  C.  Lane,  in  the  capacity  of  clerk.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  five  years  passed  in  this  employment,  he  became- 
engaged  at  Lancaster,  in  the  dry  goods  establishment  of 
Henry  B.  Carson,  a widely-respected  merchant  of  that 
city.  Eighteen  months  later,  he  purchased  an  interest  in 
the  business,  and,  until  1840,  continued  associated  in  part- 
nership with  his  former  employer.  Purchasing,  in  the 
above-mentioned  year,  the  property  at  the  northwest  cor- 
ner of  North  Queen  street  and  Centre  Square,  he  entered 
into  the  dry  goods  business  on  his  own  account.  Subse- 
quently, he  associated  himself  with  his  brother  Henry  in 
the  coal  trade,  prosecuting  that  calling  in  connection  with 
the  other.  In  1852,  he  disposed  of  his  original  business, 
and  greatly  extended  his  field  of  operations  in  the  last- 
named  trade,  opening  his  present  extensive  yard,  on  North 
Prince  street.  Since  that  date,  his  trade  has  rapidly  and 
constantly  increased  and  prospered  until  he  is  now  re- 
cognized as  the  largest  and  most  enterprising  coal  mer- 
chant in  the  city.  He  is  also  engaged  extensively  in 
mining  coal  in  the  Shamokin  District,  and  has  an  office 
at  31 1 Walnut  Street,  Philadelphia,  his  sales  in  this  city 
alone  amounting  to  lS,ooo  tons  per  month.  He  is  im- 
portantly interested  in  the  Sand  Mining  Industry  of  Lewis- 
town,.  Mifflin  county,  and  furnishes  to  consumers,  the  finest 
glass  sand  obtainable  in  the  United  States;  and,  moreover, 
is  a holder  of  various  large  interests  in  the  iron  founding 
business  of  Pulaski  county,  Virginia.  He  is  a member 
of  the  firm  of  Shenk,  Bailsman,  Carpenter  & Co.,  owners 
of  the  “ Number  4 Cotton  Mill,  in  Lancaster.”  He  built 
and  was  the  principal  owner  of  the  Junction  & Breakwater 
Railroad,  in  Delaware,  an  enterprise  he  recently  sold  to 
the  Old  Dominion  Steamship  Company,  while  retaining 
an  influential  share  in  its  management,  and  acting  as 
Director.  In  the  Lancaster  County  Bank,  in  the  Lan- 
caster Bank,  and  in  the  Lancaster  Savings  Institution,  he 
has  been  a valued  Director;  and,  at  the  present  time, 
occupies  that  honorable  position  in  the  Northumberland 
County  National  Bank,  in  the  Lancaster  Eire  Insurance 
Company,  and  in  the  Reading  & Columbia  Railroad.  He 
is  the  President  of  the  Enterprise  Coal  Company,  and  has 
held  that  position  also  in  other  similar  corporations.  He 
built  the  Enterprise  Railroad  Company,  and,  until  it  was 
consolidated  with  the  Reading  Railroad,  officiated  as  its 
President.  In  the  Philadelphia  & Sunbury  Railroad  he 
has  been  an  influential  Director;  and  at  this  date  is  en- 
gaged in  milling  on  a very  extensive  scale.  He  was  mar- 
ried, March  5th,  1840,  to  a daughter  of  John  Hoff,  a 
prominent  citizen  of  Lancaster,  at  one  time  Cashier  of  the 
Farmers’  National  Bank.  From  this  union  sprang  seven 
children,  six  of  whom  are  now  living,  five  girls  and  one 
boy.  The  son  is  associated  with  his  father  in  the  coal 
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trade,  and  evidences  great  shrewdness  as  a business  man 
and  operator.  One  of  the  daughters  was  married  to  the 
late  Howard  P.  Smith,  Treasurer  of  one  of  the  prominent 
western  railroad  companies;  another  was  married  to  the  late 
James  R.  Patterson,  son  of  the  well-known  Colonel  D.  W. 
Patterson 

OYES,  IION.  AMOS  C.,  Lumber  Merchant,  was 
V J born  in  Grafton  county,  New  Hampshire,  Sep- 
V/. I tember  17th,  1S1S.  His  parents  were  Rufus 
c <r/  Noyes  and  Hannah  (Clark)  Noyes,  both  residents 
of  the  above-named  State,  and  of  Scotch  Irish 
extraction.  Until  he  had  attained  his  majority,  he 
was  occupied  in  agricultural  pursuits  connected  with  his 
father’s  farm,  acquiring  meanwhile  the  rudiments  of  a 
useful  and  a practical  education.  He  was  then  actively 
engaged  for  a few  years  in  general  mercantile  pursuits, 
meeting  with  varying  success.  Removing  to  Emporium, 
Cameron  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  1847,  he  occupied  him- 
self in  the  lumbering  trade ; and  in  this  business  has  since 
continued,  meeting  with  great  and  merited  prosperity ; the 
firm  of  Noyes,  Bridgens  S:  Co.  being  at  the  present  time  the 
largest  square-lumber  dealers  on  the  West  Branch.  In  1S49, 
Colonel  Noyes  (taking  that  title  from  a militia  colonelcy 
which  he  held  some  years  before)  left  Cameron  county, 
and  took  up  his  abode  at  Westport,  Clinton  county,  where 
he  has  since  chiefly  resided.  During  the  following  twenty 
years  his  time  and  attention  were  almost  exclusively  en- 
grossed by  the  cares  and  responsibilities  attendant  upon  a 
very  extensive  and  prospering  business;  also  by  a growing 
interest  in  the  momentous  public  and  political  questions  then 
agitating  the  country,  and  which  culminated  ultimately  in 
the  civil  conflict.  During  the  Rebellion  he  was  an  active 
and  warmly  interested  Unionist,  and  exerted  himself  to  the 
utmost  in  aiding  to  uphold  the  rights  and  honor  of  his  State 
and  country.  In  1S69,  he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature  on 
the  Democratic  ticket,  and  so  satisfactorily  and  efficiently 
did  he  fulfil  the  important  duties  connected  with  this  posi- 
tion that,  at  the  following  election,  he  was  once  more 
returned.  While  acting  in  this  public  capacity,  he  served 
on  several  prominent  committees,  viz.  : the  Committees  on 
Ways  and  Means,  on  Corporations,  and  Education,  besides 
various  others  of  less  magnitude  and  importance.  While 
engaged  in  those  responsible  positions  he  evidenced,  at  all 
times  and  under  all  circumstances,  the  possession  of  many 
needed  and  admirable  qualities.  When  the  internecine 
struggle  was  at  its  fullest  and  most  menacing  development, 
he  was  bold  and  fearless  in  speech  and  action,  while  he 
labored  incessantly  to  increase  the  means  and  resources  of 
the  Government,  and  effectively  denounced  the  trickery  and 
corruption  of  faithless  partisans  and  officials.  Although 
devoted  to  the  interests  of  his  party,  and  an  energetic  and 
able  ally  and  leader,  he  has  always  sternly  refused  to  use 
his  talents  in  serving  it  when  conscientiously  opposed  to  its 


measures  and  operations.  As  an  orator  he  is  curt,  incisive, 
logical,  and  convincing;  while  his  plain  and  unlabored 
delivery  is  forcible  and  impressive.  At  present  he  is  a 
valued  meipber  of  the  Board  of  Public  Charities,  and  is 
tireless  in  his  efforts  to  render  that  organization  prompt  and 
effectual  in  its  workings.  Generously  interested  in  all  matters 
of  progress,  improvement,  and  philanthropy,  he  has  done 
much  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  poorer  classes  in  the 
section  of  Pennsylvania  where  he  resides,  and  is  always 
ready  to  co-operate  vigorously  in  all  charitable  movements. 
He  was  married,  in  1S54,  to  Rebecca  Stewart,  of  Westport, 
Pennsylvania,  the  descendant  of  an  old  and  honorable 
Scotch  family. 

RANDES,  CARL,  M.  D.,  Physician,  was  born  in 
the  kingdom  of  Hanover,  March  29th,  1S18.  His 
parents  were  Friederich  and  Johanna  Braudes, 
both  of  German  extraction.  Ilis  early  education 
was  acquired  in  the  schools  of  his  native  country 
until  he  had  attained  his  fourteenth  year,  when 
he  entered  the  Caroline  College  of  Brausclnveig;  at  the 
expiration  of  four  years,  passed  in  that  institution,  he  pur- 
sued a further  course  of  studies  in  an  anatomical  institute 
situated  in  the  same  place.  In  1S3S,  the  King  of  Hanover 
required  his  services  in  the  army  for  one  year ; subsequently, 
a petition  was  forwarded  to  the  court  requesting  his  release 
from  further  service  in  order  that  he  might  complete  his 
professional  studies.  The  petition  being  granted,  he  entered 
the  University  of  Cuttengen,  remaining  as  a student  in  the 
halls  of  that  famous  resort  of  learning  for  more  than  four 
years.  Later  be  entered  the  University  of  Leipsic  for  one 
year,  and  remained  for  one  year  also  in  the  Frederick  Wil- 
liam Institute  of  Berlin.  In  1S45,  he  left  his  native  country 
and  embarked  for  the  United  States.  Upon  landing,  he 
moved  to  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  has  since  chiefly 
resided,  and  acquired  w ide  renown  as  an  able  and  learned 
practitioner.  Immediately  after  his  settlement  in  this  place, 
he  commenced  the  active  practice  of  that  calling  in  which 
he  had  served  so  long  and  so  arduous  an  apprenticeship. 
Ilis  technical  and  scholarly  acquirements  rapidly  gained 
him  the  esteem  and  admiration  of  those  qualified  to  appre- 
ciate his  true  worth;  but,  for  a long  time,  his  efforts  were 
constantly  frustrated  by  jealous  rivals,  and  it  was  not  until 
he  had  struggled  long  and  manfully  that  he  was  able  to 
conquer  his  rightful  position  as  a skilful  and  erudite  physi- 
cian. In  1848,  he  visited  California,  and  remained  in  that 
country  until  September,  1S50;  while  there,  his  leg  was 
accidentally  broken,  and  great  prostration  of  health  resulting 
in  consequence  thereof,  he  deemed  it  advisable  to  return  to 
his  home.  In  1853,  still  suffering  from  ill  health,  he  visited 
Europe,  residing  there  for  about  one  year.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  that  time  he  returned  to  the  United  States,  settled 
again  in  Erie,  where  his  family  was  living,  and  resumed  the 
practice  of  his  profession,  rapidly  securing  an  extensive  and 
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rennincralive  business.  In  1862,  he  was  appointed  Examin- 
ing Surgeon  fur  civilians  claiming  exemption  from  the 
draft,  and  for  more  than  a year  efficiently  discharged  the 
duties  attached  to  his  responsible  office.  In  1864,  he  visited 
the  Southern  States,  touched  at  Cuba  during  his  travels,  and 
in  the  ensuing  fall  returned  to  western  Pennsylvania.  In 
1S70,  he  again  visited  the  Continent;  made  a very  extensive 
tour  of  eighteen  months  in  various  parts  of  Europe; 
witnessed  many  of  the  battles  occurring  during  the  progress 
of  the  Franco-German  war;  was  at  Sedan,  Metz,  and  Slras- 
burg,  when  those  important  actions  took  place;  met  Yon 
Mollke  in  the  Prussian  camp;  and  came  in  contact  with 
Napoleon  III  while  he  was  a prisoner  of  war.  After  his 
return  he  again  resumed  his  position  as  a medical  practi- 
tioner, and  is  now  recognized  as  a leading  member  of  his 
profession,  lie  has  been  importantly  identified  with  many 
of  the  chief  enterprises  connected  with  his  adopted  home; 
is  a Director  of  the  Erie  Rolling  Mill,  also  of  the  Keystone 
Shoe  Factory,  and  is  the  Vice-President  of  the  Humboldt 
Bank.  He  was  married,  February  19th,  1846,  to  Katherine 
Shank,  of  Erie,  Pennsylvania. 


c 
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'MERSON,  JAMES  E.,  Mechanic,  Inventor  and 
Manufacturer,  was  born  at  Noridgework,  Maine, 
in  1S53.  Brought  up  on  a farm,  and  used  to  its 
labor,  he  still  found  time  to  acquire  a good 
English  education  at  the  common  schools  of  the 
neighborhood.  At  his  own  request  he  was 
apprenticed  to  learn  the  carpenter  trade,  and  for  several 
years  after  attaining  his  majority  he  worked  thereat,  in 
Bangor.  In  1850,  he  removed  to  Lewistown  and  erected 
the  first  manufacturing  building  in  the  place.  Here  also  he 
invented  a single  machine  for  making  cotton  bobbins.  In 
1S52,  he  was  induced  to  emigrate  to  California  by  the  glow- 
ing  reports  that  came  from  its  golden  fields,  lie  landed  in 
San  Francisco,  January  71I1,  1S53,  sick  and  without  money, 
his  rigid  temperance,  as  he  believes,  alone  saving  his  life 
from  a fearful  fever.  Once  in  California,  he  went  to  work 
in  a saw  mill,  without  wages.  He  “wanted  to  show  them 
what  a circular  saw  could  do.”  In  five  days  he  had  charge 
of  the  mill,  at  ten  dollars  per  day.  He  remained  nine  months 
at  this  occupation,  then  erected  a mill  of  his  own,  and  during 
his  proprietorship  of  the  establishment  conceived  and  com- 
pleted some  of  his  most  remarkable  inventions  connected 
with  circular  saws.  These  improvements  were  the  results 
of  individual  necessity  pressing  upon  an  inventive  mind, 
and  the  remedy  has  revolutionized  that  branch  of  the  trade. 
After  seven  years  residence  in  California  he  returned  east 
and  settled  in  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  and  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  edged  tools.  During  the  civil  war,  the  firm 
of  which  he  was  a member  tilled  large  contracts  for  swords 
and  sabres,  and  the  last  especially  were  regarded  as  the 
best  furnished  the  Government.  After  erecting  the  build- 


ings and. machinery  of  the  Mercer  Coal  & Iron  Company 
in  Pennsylvania,  he  returned  to  Trenton  and  became  Super- 
intendent of  the  American  Saw  Company,  organized  to 
manufacture  his  patent  circular  saws.  In  1S72,  he  removed 
to  Beaver  Falls,  Pennsylvania,  and,  entering  into  partnership 
with  Henry  P.  Ford,  established  the  large  saw-manufactur- 
ing w'orks  w hich  are  now  in  successful  operation,  and  which 
specially  produce  the  circular  saws  bearing  his  name.  He 
has  received  over  thirty  different  patents  for  labor-saving 
machines  ; has  conducted  successfully  several  large  business 
enterprises  ; travelled  from  Maine  to  the  Pacific,  and  through 
the  continent  of  Europe;  and  has  never  used  liquor  or 
tobacco  in  any  form.  He  is  a man  who  has  made  his  mark 
in  the  world,  and  whose  numerous  inventions  will  remain 
as  monuments  to  his  patient,  intelligent,  and  successful 
mechanical  genius. 


TOWER,  CAPTAIN  JOHN,  Builder  and  Proprietor 
of  the  First  Mill  in  Manayunk,  Revolutionary 
Soldier  and  Shipwright,  was  born  in  Philadelphia, 
September  loth,  175S,  in  a house  occupying  a 
portion  of  the  site  wdiere  Dr.  Jayne’s  building  is 
now  situated,  then  the  third  door  below  Third 
street  in  Chestnut.  He  was  of  worthy  Scotch-English  ex- 
traction, and,  as  the  date  of  his  birth  evidences,  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers  of  the  outlying  and  virginal  country  adjacent 
to  his  birthplace.  Unable  to  secure  many  or  thorough  edu- 
cational advantages,  owing  to  the  undeveloped  state  of  the 
country  and  to  other  causes,  he  compensated  for  a lack  of 
systematic  culture  and  training  by  his  natural  talents,  clear 
intellect,  and  admirable  powers  of  calculation  in  geometry 
and  mathematics.  At  a proper  time  he  was  apprenticed  to 
learn  the  art  of  ship-carpentering;  subsequently,  after  ac- 
quiring, in  Philadelphia,  a complete  and  practical  know  ledge 
of  that  business,  lie  became  owner  of  several  vessels,  which, 
commanded  by  him  in  person,  gained  for  him  his  title  of 
Captain.  After  pursuing  this  business  on  an  extensive  scale 
for  some  time,  be  engaged  successfully  in  various  mercantile 
pursuits,  in  manufacturing,  farming,  and  in  building  opera- 
tions. While  interested  in  the  latter  occupation^  he  visited 
Manayunk,  and  shrewdly  foresaw  the  importance  to  which 
that  locality  might  aspire  as  a future  manufacturing  town. 
Through  his  unaided  enterprise  and  efforts  the  first  mill  was 
there  erected  ; his  w ere  also  among  the  earliest  homes  built 
there,  and  it  is  to  him  that  the  present  flourishing  town  of 
Manayunk,  with  all  its  great  interests,  owes  her  first  devel- 
opment. At  the  outbreak  of  the  Revolutionary  conflict,  he, 
though  a minor  at  this  dale,  served  w ith  discretion  ami 
intrepidity,  under  Smith,  in  Mud  Fort,  at  Trenton.  Subse- 
quently, be  was  actively  engaged  in  manufacturing,  at 
Germantown,  during  the  war  of  1S12  ; and  while  this  second 
conflict  was  in  progress  furnished  the  Government  with 
large  quantities  of  kerseys  and  woollen  goods  of  various 
descriptions.  I11  1814,  he  moved  to  Rock  Hill,  and  there 
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l)iii!t  two  substantial  mills;  by  his  enterprise  and  generosity 
aiding  greatly  in  the  rapid  development  of  that  region. 
Thence  he  returned  to  Manayttnk,  where  he  remained 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  years  1818-’  19,  continually 
occupied  in  building,  manufacturing,  and  other  beneficial 
industrial  employments.  In  early  manhood  he  was  married 
to  Susan  Leake,  a daughter  of  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers 
in  southern  New  Jersey.  lie  died  in  Manayunk,  Pennsyl- 
vania, April  25th,  1 S3 1 , leaving  a record  wholly  honorable 
and  patriotic. 


_ .STANFORD,  GILES,  Merchant,  was  born  in  Norwich 
Farms,  now  Franklin,  New  London  county,  Con- 
necticut, September  iSth,  17S3;  removing  thence 
to  Herkimer  county,  New  York,  with  his  father’s 
family  in  1S01.  The  origin  of  the  family  can  be 
traced  back  directly  to  John  Sanford,  President 
of  Rhode  Island  in  1655,  who,  in  1637,  had  been  disarmed 
for  sympathizing  with  Wheelwright  in  his  famous  opinions; 
and  who,  in  connection  with  Coddington,  Hutchinson,  and 
other  well-known  colonial  men  of  wealth  and  eminence, 
purchased  Rhode  Island,  and  resided  at  Portsmouth.  On 
the  maternal  side,  Giles  Sanford  is  descended  from  Richard 
Fdgerton,  who,  in  1655,  was  one  of  the  Thirty-eight 
Original  Proprietors  of  Norwich,  Connecticut.  After  a 
residence  of  several  years  in  Herkimer  county,  New  York, 
Giles  removed  to  Erie  in  1S10,  and  there  decided  to  settle 
permanently.  In  1S14,  he  associated  himself  in  partnership 
with  R.  S.  Reed,  and  with  him  was  actively  engaged  in 
mercantile  pursuits  until  1S24.  In  1S23,  the  firm,  in  his 
name,  became  contractor  for  supplying  the  military  posts  of 
Fort  Dearborn  (Chicago),  Mackinaw,  St.  Mary,  and  St. 
Howard  (Green  Bay).  An  original  contract  for  the  first- 
named  station,  with  George  Gibson,  Commissary-General 
of  Subsistence,  found  among  the  family  papers,  is  curiously 
instructive  in  view  of  the  present  extent  and  greatness  of 
modern  Chicago;  it  was  for  the  whole  consumption  of  the 
one  hundred  men  stationed  at  Foil  Dearborn,  and  was 
intended  for  a three  years  supply,  the  entire  amount  being 
forwarded  at  two  periods,  eighteen  months  apart.  The 
following  is  an  exact  and  faithful  copy  of  the  original 
document  : 

“ 120  bbls.  of  Pork  (w  $S.oo 
250  “ “ Fine  Flour  @ $4.00 

1400  g..ll  >ns  Proof  Whiskey  (it)  25c. 
no  bushels  of  Deans  (n  fi.oo 
1760  lbs.  Hard  Soap  (?  1 c. 

8G0  “ Tallow  Candles  f-i  16c. 

28  bushels  of  Salt  (a  $1  40 
450  gallons  of  CiJjr  Vinegar  0 25c.’* 

Truly,  here  in  the  annals  of  the  past  is  found  the  measure 
of  the  greatness  of  the  present.  In  1S24,  Giles  S.mforTl  was 
chosen  Delegate  to  the  Canal  Convention  which  met  at 
Harrisburg  in  that  year;  and  in  this  important  organization 
which  gave  the  initiatory  impetus  to  internal  improvements 
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in  the  Stale,  he  distinguished  himself  by  his  ability,  acute 
foresight,  and  tireless  energy.  Throughout  his  life,  and  up 
to  the  latest  moment  of  his  sojourn  on  earth,  he  was  a 
zealous  and  generously  disinterested  supporter  and  leader  in 
all  enterprises  and  movements  concerning  the  furtherance 
of  public  improvement,  or  the  prompt  and  profitable  devel- 
opment of  the  resources  of  his  State  and  country.  lie 
assisted  substantially  in  the  promotion  and  practical  elabo- 
ration of  local  agricultural  and  horticultural  interests;  and 
contributed  liberally  to  benevolent  and  Christian  objects  and 
missions.  During  the  exploring  voyages  undertaken  by.  the 
Hon.  Henry  R.  Schoolcraft  to  the  northwestern  part  of  the 
country,  he  was  often  associated  for  weeks  with  that  eminent 
geologist  while  engaged  in  scientific  researches;  from  this 
constant  and  intimate  contact  resulted  a lasting  friendship, 
and,  subsequently,  a protracted  correspondence,  with  mutual 
exchange  of  specimens  of  natural  curiosities  and  scientific 
sayings  and  doings,  lie  was  married  at  Aurelius,  Cayuga 
county,  New  York,  October  6th,  1816,  to  Laura  Goodwin; 
and  died  February  131b,  1866. 


A\V,  WILLIAM,  Miner,  was  born  in  Scotland, 
December  St  1 1 , 1824.  1 1 is,  eaily  education  was 

very  limited,  his  parents  being  engaged  in  the 
mines  in  their  native  country.  He  determined, 
at  an  early  age,  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  New 
World,  and,  in  June,  1842,  landed  at  New  York. 
For  one  year  ae  worked  as  a day-laborer  on  the  Delaware 
& Hudson  Railroad,  when,  making  his  way  to  Carbondale, 
he  entered  the  mines  as  a common  miner,  and  continued 
thus  occupied  until  June,  1S50.  For  twelve  months  subse- 
quently, he  filled  the  post  of  boss  miner  at  the  mines  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Coal  Company,  at  Dunmore,  and  from  there 
he  removed  to  Archbald,  where,  until  June  1st,  1S54,  he 
had  charge  of  the  mines  at  that*  place.  Since  the  latter  date, 
he  has  been  with  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Company,  where 
his  thorough  knowledge  of  all  details  connected  with  the 
mining  of  coal  renders  his  services  of  great  importance.  He 
has  under  his  direct  charge  some  250  men.  lie  was  mar- 
ried, September  2S1I1,  1S47,  to  Catherine  Bryden,  of  Scot- 
land. He  is  a member  of  the  Town  Council,  and  a School 
Director,  of  l’ittston,  and  is  ever  active  in  aiding  to  advance 
the  moral  and  social  welfare  of  his  fellow-men. 


'■.'’J  RENDER,  THOMAS  A.,  Assistant  United  States 
cy  z | | Marshal  of  Pittsburgh,  was  born  in  Philadelphia, 

Y I I Pennsylvania,  January  4th,  1834.  His  parents 

f "L  were  Thomas  Pender  and  Mary  (Hines)  Pender; 
the  former  having  been  a well-known  contractor 
in  his  native  place;  on  both  the  paternal  and  the 
maternal  side  he  is  of  worthy  Irish  extraction.  He  was  the 
recipient  of  an  ordinary  school  education,  and,  after  attaining 
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a certain  degree  of  proficiency  in  the  usual  branches  of 
study,  abandoned  school  life  in  1846.  Subsequently,  he  was 
engaged  for  a short  time  in  the  express  business  ; and  later 
became  a Steamboat  Agent,  in  which  capacity  he  acted 
for  several  years,  evidencing  much  shrewdness,  enterprise 
and  efficiency.  In  1S69,  he  entered  the  employment  of 
the  Government,  and  since  has  continued  to  serve  its  inte- 
rests faithfully  down  to  the  present  time.  During  the  Re- 
bellion he  was  importantly  connected  with  the  United  States 
Army,  holding  a responsible  position  in  the  Quartermaster’s 
Department.  During  the  major  portion  of  this  time  he  was 
actively  occupied  in  forwarding  and  delivering  arms  and 
ammunition  to  the  various  headquarters  of  the  Union  forces, 
and  during  that  peiiod  received  many  deserved  encomiums 
for  his  capable  and  meritorious  services.  Although  disin- 
clined to  participate  as  an  active  partisan  or  leader  in  pub- 
lic and  political  movements,  he  is  warmly  interested  in  all 
matters  pertaining  to  the  welfare  and  improvement  of  his 
State  and  county,  and  is  firm  and  decided  in  his  opposition 
to  governmental  corruption,  and  in  his  support  of  loyal  and 
beneficial  measures.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  he  espoused 
the  cause  of  the  Government,  and  during  its  duration 
exerted  himself  to  the  utmost  in  aiding  to  sustain  its  in- 
tegrity and  suppress  the  Rebellion,  never  failing,  under  any 
circumstances,  to  exhibit  himself  as  an  intrepid  and  patriotic 
citizen. 


£ 
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IIE  .PS,  EEI.A  D.,  M.  D.,  Physician  and  Surgeon, 
was  born  in  Ilerkimei'  county,  State  of  New  York, 
June  15th,  1S23.  J I is  father,  Benjamin  Phelps, 
a well-known  farmer  and  agriculturist  who  was 
noted  for  the  thorough  knowledge  which  he  pos- 
sessed regarding  his  vocation,  was  a native  of 
Connecticut,  but  for  many  years  resided  in  the  above-named 
place,  where  Bela  first  saw  the  light.  1 1 is  mother  was 
Sarah  (Greenfield)  Phelps,  also  a resident  of  Herkimer 
county,  New  York,  and  widely  esteemed  for  her  many  wo- 
manly graces  and  admirable  character.  Afier  acquiring  a 
preliminary  and  rudimentary  education  in  the  daily  schools 
of  his  native  place,  Bela  entered  the  Fairfield  Academy, 
situated  at  Fairfield,  in  the  county  of  Herkimer,  and  de- 
voted himself  zealously  to  an  academic  and  varied  course 
of  studies.  Upon  the  completion  of  the  usual  probationary 
term  required  by  that  efficient  institute  of  learning, -lie  en- 
tered, when  in  his  twenty-second  year,  the  Castleton  Medi- 
cal College,  located  in  the  thriving  town  of  Castleton,  Ver- 
mont. At  an  early  age  he  had  evinced  a decided  inclina- 
tion to  embrace  the  art  of  medicine  as  his  profession  ; and 
during  the  four  months  passed  in  this  establishment  re- 
peatedly evidenced  the  possession  of  those  sterling  traits 
and  qualifications  which  ultimately  enabled  him  to  take  an 
eminent  and  enviable  position  among  his  fellow-practitioners, 
lie  was  then  admitted  to  the  Albany  Medical  College,  in 
the  Stale  of  New  York,  where  he  also  completed  a course 


of  the  same  duration  as  that  passed  in  the  Castleton  insti- 
tution. Subsequently,  inspired  by  an  ardent  desire  to  per- 
fect himself  in  a thorough  manner  in  all  the  principles  and 
manifold  details  involved  in  the  medical  profession,  he  en- 
tered upon  a third  and  final  course  of  four  months  in  the 
Buffalo  Medical  College,  in  the  same  State;  at  its  termina- 
tion, the  degree  of  M.  PL  was  conferred  upon  him,  when 
he  returned  to  his  native  county  and  commenced  the  active 
practice  of  his  profession,  meeting  with  gratifying  success. 
In  the  following  year,  however,  he  removed  lo  Pennsylvania, 
and  settling  in  Crawford  county  remained  there  for  about 
five  years,  acquiring  meanwhile  a remunerative  and  exten- 
sive practice  both  in  the  town  and  the  adjacent  country. 
At  the  expiration  of  this  time,  he  moved  to  the  county  of 
Erie,  residing  for  a short  period  in  Union;  but,  in  tSfiq, 
shortly  after  the  opening  of  the  town  of  Cony,  he  deemed 
that  this  locality  might  furnish  a larger  field  for  more  honor- 
able and  lucrative  operations,  and  there  established  him- 
self. The  result  testified  to  the  shrewdness  of  his  judgment, 
and,  in  a remarkably  short  space  of  time,  he  was  widely 
recognized  as  a learned,  efficient  and  leading  physician. 
Especially  as  a Surgeon  has  he  secured  a durable  and 
merited  renown;  to  this  branch  of  his  profession  he  has 
given  his  most  earnest  attention  and  an  application  inces- 
sant ami  acute.  An  extensive  reputation  as  a surgical  ope- 
rator has  naturally  resulted  from  these  efforts,  and  at  the 
present  time  each  and  every  railroad  centring  in  Cony — 
viz.,  the  Atlantic  &:  Great  Western,  the  Philadelphia  & 
Erie,  and  the  Oil  City  N Allegheny — has  secured  his  ser- 
vices as  Surgeon  for  this  section  of  its  road.  Not  only  is 
his  fame  spread  abroad  throughout  western  Pennsylvania— 
where  he  has  often  been  called  to  attend  to  serious  cases 
more  than  a hundred  miles  distant  from  his  home — but  his 
services  have  been  sought  after  by  the  fatuous  Indianapolis 
Surgical  Institute,  which  is  now  urging  him  to  assume  a 
responsible  position  in  its  management.  This  offer  he  will 
ere  long  probably  accept ; in  that  ca^e,  his  son,  a talented 
young  practitioner,  will  inherit  his  practice.  The  above- 
mentioned  institution  is  one  of  great  importance  in  the  West; 
it  was  founded  for  the  treatment  of  natural  and  acquired 
deformities,  and  also  for  that  of  chronic  diseases.  At  the 
present  time,  there  are  in  it  more  than  two  hundred  pa- 
tients under  treatment ; and  connected  with  it  is  a systemati- 
cally arranged  workshop,  where  the  manufacture  of  required 
splints,  braces,  crutches,  and  various  other  needed  articles, 
is  constantly  carried  on.  The  high  position  held  by  Dr. 
Phelps  has  been  won  entirely  through  his  own  indomitable 
will  and  unaided  exertions.  Starting  in  life  with  the  scan- 
tiest means,  and  having  no  influential  friends  or  relatives 
to  push  him  forward,  his  success  is  attributable  solely  to 
his  professional  skill  and  attainments,  and  to  the  undeviat- 
-ing  perseverance  and  promptness  characterizing  his  actions. 
Although  in  his  fifty-first  year,  he  is  still  hale,  vigorous 
and  indefatigable  in  his  efforts  to  benefit  humanity  and  add 
to,  the  lustre  of  Ins  profession.  At  this  dale,  he  occupies 
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t’.ic  position  of  City  and  County  Physician,  fulfilling  its  nu- 
merous duties  with  marked  ability.  lie  was  married,  in 
1846,  to  I.ewilla  Swcezy,  a resident  of  Herkimer  county, 
State  of  New  York. 
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ARNAIIAN,  ROBERT  B.,  Lawyer,  was  born  in 
St.  Clair  township,  Allegheny  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, April  23d,  1S26.  II is  grandfather,  David 
Carnahan,  came  to  Pennsylvania  from  County 
Antrim,  Ireland,  before  the  outbreak  of  the  Re- 
volutionary War,  and  settled  in  the  county  of 
Cumberland.  Throughout  the  memorable  struggle  for  in- 
dependence he  served  actively  in  a company  of  artillery  ; 
and  at  its  termination  purchased  a tract  of  land  in  the  pre- 
sent county  of  Allegheny,  adjoining  the  Manor  of  Pitts- 
burgh, removing  to  it  with  his  family  in  1784.  1 1 is  second 

son,  William,  inherited  a portion  of  this  farm,  and  continued 
to  reside  on  it  until  his  decease,  in  1S3S;  and  it  was  here, 
about  four  miles  southward  from  the  old  city  of  Pittsburgh, 
that  Robert  B.  Carnahan  was  born.  1 1 is  preliminary  edu- 
cation was  acquired  in  the  Western  University  of  Pittsburgh, 
where  he  graduated  in  August,  1S45  ">  subsequently,  he  en- 
tered the  law  office  of  the  lion.  Walter  Forward,  under 
whose  able  guidance  be  pursued  a course  of  legal  studies. 
In  December,  1S4S,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  imme- 
diately commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession,  meeting 
with  lucrative  and  honorable  success.  In  1 S54,  he  was 
n sminated  by  the  Whig  party,  of  which  lie  was  an  active 
and  influential  member,  for  the  House  of  Representatives 
in  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State;  in  conjunction  with 
the  major  portion  of  the  ticket,  however,  he  was  defeated, 
in  consequence  of  the  “ American”  or  “ Know-Nothing” 
movement,  which  in  that  year  carried  the  State  almost  en- 
tirely. During  this  exciting  time  he  was  noted  for  his  tire- 
less and  efficient  energy,  his  ability,  and  his  shrewd  but 
loyal  tactics.  On  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party, 
in  1S56,  he  became  one  of  its  most  zealous  and  prominent 
members,  and  was  a leader  in  the  Presidential  campaigns 
of  1856  and  1S60.  On  the  12th  of  April,  1S61,  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  President  Lincoln  United  States  Attorney  for 
the  Western  District  of  Pennsylvania,  and  occupied  that 
honorable  position  until  February  1st,  1S70.  In  the  per 
formance  of  the  various  and  onerous  functions  attached  to 
this  office,  he  displayed  unusual  capability  and  sterling  judg- 
ment. Prior  to  the  period  of  his  appointment  as  District 
Attorney,  that  post  was  one  demanding  but  a limited  exer- 
cise of  attention  and  discretion,  and  involving  but  few  im- 
portant responsibilities.  Later,  however,  the  Rebellion,  and 
the  increased  Congressional  legislation  necessitated  in  order 
to  organize  an  army  and  maintain  it  in  the  field,  rapidly 
rendered  the  position  one  of  the  most  laborious  anil  respon- 
sible places  under  the  Government,  calling  for  cease-less  at- 
tention, energy  and  undeviating  vigilance.  This  district 
embraced  territorially  threc-lburths  of  the  Slate. .f  Pennsyl- 


vania, and  within  his  province  came  constantly  many  of  the 
most  vitally  important  and  delicate  questions  ever  considered 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  Courts,  inti- 
mately, the  business  attached  to  the  office  developed  itself 
to  such  an  extent  as  to  engross  his  whole  time  and  atten- 
tion. He  acted  in  this  capacity  under  the  administrations 
of  Presidents  Lincoln,  Johnson  and  Grant,  serving,  mean- 
while, under  five  different  Attorney-Generals.  In  August, 
1S66,  tired  of  the  incessant  toil  and  tumult  attending  public 
life,  he  tendered  his  resignation  ; and,  on  this  occasion, 
was  pressingly  solicited  by  Attorney-General  Stansberry  to 
reconsider  his  determination,  and  to  retain  a position  for 
which  he  was  so  eminently  qualified  by  his  natural  and  ac- 
quired abilities.  At  tbe  end  of  his  second  term,  desiring  to 
return  to  his  private  professional  occupation,  he.  voluntarily 
retired,  leaving  a chronicle  reflecting  high  honor  upon  him- 
self and  upon  all  connected  with  him.  Immediately  upon 
resuming  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Pittsburgh,  he  se- 
cured an  extensive  and  remunerative  clientage  ; and  since 
has  pursued  his  vocation  there  with  constantly  increasing 
success  and  renown,  having  been  many  times  engaged  upon 
cases  requiring  a thorough  knowledge  of  the  subtilties  and 
complications  of  the  law,  and  involving  issues  of  great 
importance.  Upon  such  occasions  he  has  never  failed  to 
win  the  esteem  and  admiration  of  all  by  the  exercise  of 
those  various  qualities  which,  natural  endowments,  have 
been  strengthened  and  improved  by  study,  observation  and 
wide  experience.  He  enjoys  the  entire  confidence  of  the 
court,  the  bar,  and  the  general  community  ; is  a clear,  logical 
and  forcible  advocate;  and,  as  a citizen,  is  trustworthy, 
scrupulously  just  and  honorable,  and  warmly  interested  in 
all  movements  having  for  an  end  the  advancement  of  social 
conditions  and  the  speedy  development  of  his  State  and 
country’s  vast  resources. 


iSSENDEN,  JAMES  M.,  Mechanic  and  Manu- 
facturer, was  bom  in  the  year  1816,  at  West 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  near  the  historic  bat- 
tle-ground of  Lexington,  which  engagement  was 
witnessed  by  both  of  his  parents.  His  father 
was  a prominent  merchant  of  the  Revolutionary 
times,  and  was  largely  engaged  in  the  grain  trade.  His 
early  education  was  complete,  and  he  enjoyed  every  pos- 
sible advantage  to  be  obtained  at  the  schools  and  academies 
of  his  native  section.  About  the  year  1833,  he  was  appren- 
ticed to  learn  the  file  and  saw  making  trade,  and,  after 
fully  mastering  the  mysteries  of  these  arts,  he  was  appointed 
Manager  of  a hardware  manufacturing  company,  located 
at  Woburn  and  Boston,  Massachusetts;  from  Clerk  he  rose 
to  the  position  of  Director  in  this  corporation.  He  subse- 
quently bought  a saw  factory,  located  at  the  same  place, 
with  sales  rooms  in  Boston,  in  which  enterprise  he  remained 
for  two  or  three  years.  For  the  following  ten  or  twelve 
years  he  was  particularly  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
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files  at  West  Cambridge  and  Boston;  a portion  of  this  time 
he  resided  in  Rochester,  New  Hampshire,  and  was  hon- 
ored by  being  elected  to  the  Chairmanship  of  the  Select 
Council  and  to  the  post  of  Treasurer  of  that  town.  About 
1S59,  he  assumed  the  direction  and  charge  of  the  Whipple 
l'ile  and  Slate  Works,  and  here  he  remained  for  ten  years, 
closely  engaged  in  bringing  to  perfection  machinery  for  the 
complete  manufacture  of  hies,  and  he  was  entirely  success- 
ful. Prior  to  this  time  files  had  been  cut  by  hand  labor 
exclusively,  but  these  remarkable  inventions  have  caused 
machine-cut  files  to  entirely  supersede  those  made  by  hand, 
'l'he  most  successful  inventions  of  this  kind  are  of  American 
origin,  and  quite  a number  of  the  machines  have  been  ex- 
ported to  England,  France  and  other  parts  of  Europe.  In 
1S69,  in  company  with  David  Blake,  he  founded  the 
Western  File  Works,  removing  his  residence  to  Beaver 
Falls,  Pennsylvania.  The  prosperity  of  this  enterprise  has 
been  c mtinuous,  and  they  are  now  the  largest  works  of  the 
kind  in  the  world,  doing  an  annual  business  of  over  half  a 
million  of  dollars,  lie  is  the  father  of  the  machine  file-cut- 
ting  trade  in  this  country  and  the  oldest  manufacturer  now 
engaged  therein.  He  is  public-spirited  and  ever  active  in 
advancing  the  interests  of  the  localities  in  which  he  resides. 
He  is  at  present  Chairman  of  the  Committees  on  Finance 
and  on  Roads  in  the  Council  of  the  Borough  of  Beaver 
Falls  ; is  also  a Director  of  the  Beaver  Falls  Gas  Company. 
He  was  married,  in  1S43,  to  Eliza,  daughter  of  James  Leb- 
bets,  a wealthy  land-owner  of  New  Hampshire,  and  sister 
of  Judge  Noah  Lcbbets  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  that  State. 

' RANSON,  COLONEL  DAVID,  Mechanic,  Sol- 
dier, Merchant  and  Politician,  was  horn  in  Bris- 
tol, Bucks  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  1S40.  1 1 is 

parents,  both  honored  members  of  the  Society 
of  Friends,  removed  to  Philadelphia  while  he 
was  quite  young,  and  in  this  city  he  received  a 
thorough  scholastic  education.  At  an  early  age  he  volun- 
tarily apprenticed  himself  to  learn  the  trade  of  a carpenter, 
and  after  acquiring  it  proceeded  to  travel.  I le  was  work- 
ing in  the  State  of  Mississippi  in  1S60,  when  the  Civil  War 
commenced.  1 1 is  sentiments  upon  the  Slavery  question 
were  most  pronounced  and  his  patriotism  unbounded. 
Through  much  peril  he  gained  the  borders  of  the  Free 
States,  and  at  once  enlisted  as  a private  in  the  Union  army. 
In  his  regiment,  the  2SU1  Illinois,  his  promotions  were 
rapid  and  all  earned.  In  the  battles  of  Fort  Henry,  Pitts- 
burgh Landing,  Siege  of  Corinth,  Ilatchie  river,  Ilndson- 
ville,  Siege  of  Vicksburg  and  numerous  other  engagements, 
he  gave  ample  evidence  of  his  valor  as  a soldier  and  ability 
as  a commander.  Upon  tbe  organization  of  Colored  Troops, 
he,  as  a matter  of  principle,  appeared  before  the  Board  of 
Examination  as  an  applicant  for  a position,  and  though  but 
twenty-three  years  of  age  he  was  recommended  by  them 


for  a Colonelcy  of  the  first  class.  After  organizing  and 
drilling  several  battalions  at  Benton  Barracks,  Missouri,  he 
was  assigned  to  the  62(1  United  States  Colored  Infantry, 
and  served  with  it  during  the  entire  war,  commanding  it  at 
the  last  fight  of  the  contlict,  Palmetto  Ranche,  on  the  Rio 
Grande,  May  12th  and  13th,  1S65.  Through  1S65-66  he 
was  Regimental,  Brigade  and  Pusi  Commander  on  the  Rio 
Grande  frontier,  and  in  the  latter  part  of  1865  he  made  a 
tour  of  observation  into  the  interior  of  Mexico  during  the 
Franco- Austrian  invasion,  the  report  of  which  was  most 
important.  He  quitted  the  army  oidy  when  his  military 
services  were  no  longer  required.  His  regiment,  during  its 
term,  lie  educated  in  general  knowledge  as  well  as  soldier- 
ship. The  Lincoln  Institute,  Jefferson  City,  Missouri,  for 
the  education  of  colored  teachers,  now  in  successful  opera- 
tion, was  founded  and  endowed  by  himself  and  command. 
At  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to  Philadelphia  and 
engaged  in  the  coal  business,  and  by  his  energy,  system 
and  ability  soon  became  one  of  tbe  most  prominent  dealers 
in  the  city,  having  at  one  time  three  different  establish- 
ments directly  in  his  charge.  He  was  married,  December 
lSth,  1S66,  to  Sallie  L.  Woolman,  of  West  Philadelphia, 
and  has  a charming  young  family.  1 1 is  reputation  is 
national;  bis  friendships  are  wide-spread;  by  a number  of 
papers  of  the  Western  States  his  name  was  brought  forward, 
in  1S72,  as  a candidate  for  the  Vice-Presidency,  and  there 
was  a strong  feeling  in  his  favor.  Since  1866,  spite  of  the 
demands  of  his  extensive  private  business,  he  has  been 
active  in  public  affairs.  He  has  travelled  over  the  entire 
Union,  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  and  also  in  a 
literary  and  editorial  way  (through  a trade  newspaper  pub- 
lished by  him)  has  taken  a prominent  and  able  part  in  the 
discussion  of  the  great  questions  of  the  day,  especially  that 
of  resistance  to  corporation  monopolies.  He  is  one  of  those 
men  who  always  desire  to  be  in  the  front  of  the  fight  fi  r 
the  right.  He  is  a politician  in  the  best  sense  of  the  term  ; 
his  ambition  is  not  solely  for  his  own  aggrandizement.  At 
this  time  his  friends  and  the  best  portion  of  the  citizens  of 
the  First  Congressional  District  are  urging  his  election  to 
Congress  from  that  district.  The  election  to  the  National 
Legislature  of  such  men — the  industrious  mechanic,  brave 
soldier  and  honest  merchant — would  insure  to  the  country 
a new  lease  of  prosperity  and  glory. 


OOD,  E.  A.,  M.  D.,  Physician,  was  born  in  Wash- 
ington county,  Pennsylvania,  in  lire  year  1S34. 
Ilis  parents  were  both  honored  members  of  the 
Society  of  Friends  and  were  fully  alive  to  the 
0)  value  of  knowledge  as  a means  of  success  in 

life.  He  W'as  afforded  every  opportunity  for  the 
acquirement  of  a thorough  education,  and  after  the  com- 
pletion of  bis  scholastic  course  at  the  seminary  in  Cali- 
fornia, Pennsylvania,  be  decided  upon  the  adoption  of  the 
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medical  profession.  With  this  object  in  view,  he  matricu- 
lated at  the  Western  Reserve  College,  at  Madison,  Ohio, 
and,  after  devoting  himself  for  two  years  to  his  medical 
studies,  received  his  diploma  from  that  institution.  Imme- 
diately upon  his  graduation  he  removed  to  Allegheny 
county,  Pennsylvania,  located  himself  in  Pittsburgh,  and 
proceeded  to  establish  himself  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession. 1 1 is  industry,  social  qualities  and  devotion  to  his 
art  soon  brought  him  into  notice,  and  he  quickly  built  up  a 
large  and  lucrative  connection.  Not  only  among  the  citi- 
zens of  his  section  did  his  attainments  receive  their  full 
measure  of  credit,  but  he  rapidly  rose  to  distinction  and 
gained  a front  rank  amongst  his  professional  brethren. 
In  1S72,  he  was  honored  by  political  preferment,  being 
elected  to  the  Common  Council  of  the  city,  and  in  the  same 
year  he  attained  the  high  position  of  President  of  the  Alle- 
gheny County  Medical  Society.  lie  is  devoted  to  the 
science  which  has  been  the  study  of  his  life,  is  a prominent 
member  of  all  the  principal  medical  societies  and  holds  a 
post  of  honor  or  trust  in  most  of  them.  He  is  conspicuous 
in  every  good  work,  and  his  reputation  as  a man  is  fully 
equal  to  his  high  rank  as  a Physician. 


ARTHOLOMEW,  HENRY  LUZERNE,  M.  B., 
Surgeon  and  Physician,  was  horn  at  Mcndon, 
Illinois,  September  21st,  1S41.  His  parents, 
Darwin  F.  and  Sarah  II.  F.  Bartholomew,  were 
of  Connecticut  origin,  and  early  instilled  into  his 
mind  the  lessons  of  that  thrift  and  morality 
which  have  marked  his  life.  He  was  afforded  ample  op- 
portunities for  the  acquirement  of  knowledge,  his  scholastic 
and  classical  education  being  received  at  the  academy  at 
Galena,  the  Mcndon  Academy,  Cooperstown  Seminary, 
Illinois  College  and  Dartmouth  College.  Thoroughly  pre- 
pared in  such  schools  as  these  to  enter  upon  the  study  of 
any  profession,  he  chose  the  career  of  a physician.  He 
matriculated  at  the  Dartmouth  Medical  College,  and  after 
pursuing  the  prescribed  course  of  study  he  graduated  with 
honor  from  that  institution  in  1S60.  With  a view  to  gain- 
ing a practical  knowledge  of  his  profession,  immediately 
after  graduating  he  removed  to  Boston,  Massachusetts,  and 
entered  the  Deer  Island  Hospital  as  an  Assistant,  and  here 
remained  for  one  year.  Anxious  to  participate  in  some 
way  in  the  struggle  in  behalf  of  the  Union,  he  entered  the 
army  in  1862  as  an  Assistant  Surgeon,  and  in  that  capacity 
served  in  the  field  during  the  campaign  of  General  Grant 
along  the  Mississippi  river.  Unable  to  stand  the  exposure 
incident  to  field  life,  and  suffering  from  illness  contracted 
therefrom,  he  was  obliged,  reluctantly,  to  resign  from  the 
army.  Immediately  upon  his  recovery  to  health  he  ac- 
cepted an  appointment  as  Assistant  Surgeon  in  the  njtvy, 
and  was  at  once  assigned  to  duty  as  Surgeon-in-Charge  on 
the  “ Hendrick  Hudson”  Hospital-boat,  stationed  off  Key 
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West,  Florida.  After  about  three  years  service  in  the  navy, 
he  resigned  his  commission  and  settled  in  Westfield,  New 
York,  where  he  remained  for  a year  and  a half,  engaged  in 
professional  practice.  He  then  removed  to  Warren,  where 
he  is  now  located,  busily  engaged  in  a successful  practice. 
1 1 is  abilities  are  acknowledged  not  only  in  private  but  in 
professional  circles,  and  he  ranks  high  among  the  leading 
physicians  of  the  country.  He  is  Censor  of  the  County 
Medical  Society,  and  is  also  a member  of  the  State  Medical 
Society. 


^ivCAMANT,  IION.  JOEL  B.,  Lawyer  and  I.egis- 
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lator,  was  born  in  December,  1828,  in  Lancaster 
county,  Pennsylvania.  1 1 is  father  was  a very 
prominent  physician  of  that  county,  as  well  as  an 
influential  politician,  having  at  one  time  been  a 
candidate  for  Congress  against  the  lion.  Janies 
Buchanan.  The  son  was  afforded  every  opportunity  for 
the  acquirement  of  knowledge,  and  finished  his  education 
at  Churchtown,  in  Lancaster  county.  After  serving  for 
some  time  as  clerk  in  the  Farmers’  Bank,  of  Schuylkill 
county,  he  entered  upon  the  study  of  law  under  the  tuition 
of  the  Hon.  Thomas  II.  Walker.  lie  was  duly  admitted 
to  the  bar,  and  commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
His  ability  being  quickly  recognized,  he  soon  formed  a 
large  and  valuable  business  connection.  The  active  in- 
terest which  he  ever  exhibited  in  regard  to  all  local  or 
general  political  questions  gained  him  prominence  as  a 
leader  and  a great  reputation  as  a thinker.  The  Demo- 
cratic party  have  elected  him  to  all  conventions  where  wise 
management  or  mental  ability  of  a high  order  were  re- 
quired. He  was  a member  of  the  Convention  to  amend 
the  Constitution  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  his 
services  in  that  body  and  in  the  committees  upon  which  he 
was  appointed  were  most  valuable  to  his  party  and  to  the 
citizens  of  the  Commonwealth  in  general.  In  1S70,  he 
was  appointed  Cashier  of  the  Shenandoah  Valley  Bank, 
located  at  Shenandoah,  Schuylkill  county,  Pennsylvania, 
where  his  financial  ability  adds  greatly  to  the  reputation 
w hich  the  institution  enjoys  for  stability.  He  is  an  influ- 
ential politician,  a fine  lawyer,  a thorough  business  man, 
and  a worthy,  high-toned  citizen. 


i'oODS,  ROBERT,  Lawyer,  was  born  in  Washing- 
ton, Pennsylvania,  February  19th,  1814.  He  is 
the  oldest  practising  attorney  at  the  bar  of  Pit ts- 
7 burgh.  1 1 is  grandfather,  Thomas  Woods,  was  a 
u ^ well-known  resident  of  Chester  county,  and  died 
of  yellow  fever  at  Philadelphia  during  the  preva- 
ence  of  that  epidemic  at  the  close  of  the  last  century.  His 
on,  the  father  of  Robert,  was  born  and  educated  in  Chester 
ounty,  and  emigrated  to  Washington  county  in  1806, 
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where  he  followed  the  profession  of  surveyor,  lie  was 
surveyor  for  the  State,  and  surveyed  nearly  all  the  land  in 
Washington  and  Allegheny  counties.  lie  was  widely 
known  in  the  western  part  of  the  State.  Robert,  in  1S2S, 
while  yet  a boy,  was  employed  in  the  post-ofiice  at  Wash- 
ington, Pennsylvania,  from  which  point  was  distributed  all 
the  mail  matter  for  the  West,  and  he  made  up  the  first 
package  of  letters  for  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin.  He  is  a 
graduate  of  the  class  of  ’34  of  Washington  College,  Penn- 
sylvania. After  leaving  college  he  taught  in  an  academy 
at  I’ottstown,  Pennsylvania,  for  a short  time,  and  studied 
law  with  N.  P.  Iiobert,  one  of  Governor  Ritner’s  State 
officers.  Having  finished  his  reading  of  law  with  Walter 
II.  Lowry,  of  Pittsburgh,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
April,  1S37,  and  was  Chief  Clerk  in  the  Pittsburgh  post- 
office  for  several  months  after  his  admission.  In  October 
of  the  same  year  he  associated  himself  with  Thomas  B. 
Beale,  and  opened  a law  office  in  the  “ Diamond.”  This 
partnership  was  dissolved  in  a year,  and  he  then  formed 
one  with  Richard  Biddle,  a brother  of  the  well-known 
Nicholas  Biddle,  and  they  continued  together  until  the 
death  of  his  partner,  in  1S47.  For  over  twenty  years  and 
up  to  the  present  time  his  brother,  Stephen  Woods,  Jr.,  has 
been  associated  with  him  under  the  firm-name  of  R.  & S. 
Woods.  In  politics,  he  was  a Democrat  until  the  firing 
upon  Fort  Sumter,  but  has  never  been  active  in  politics. 
He  is  thoroughly  devoted  to  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
He  was  President  of  the  Pan  Handle  Railroad  for  two 
years  and  during  the  panic  of  ’57;  the  road  was  laid  out 
under  his  management.  In  1842,  he  was  married  to  Sarah 
L.  Christy,  daughter  of  Robert  Christy,  of  Pittsburgh,  by 
whom  he  has  had  fifteen  children,  nine  of  whom  are  living. 


Readme 


1TZ,  REV.  HENRY  STYLES,  Clergyman,  was 
born  in  Reading,  Pennsylvania,  April  6th,  1S26. 
1 1 is  mother  was  the  daughter  of  a soldier  of  the 
Revolution;  his  father,  George  Getz,  was  an  offi- 
cer in  the  navy  of  the  United  States  during  the 
War  of  1S12,  and  also  a prominent  citizen  of 
Pennsylvania,  who  established  the  first  English 
newspaper  ever  printed  in  Berks  county,  and  which  is  still 
published,  lie  is  the  brother  of  the  lion.  j.  Lawrence 
Getz,  who  for  six  years  represented  the  district  of  Berks  in 
Congress.  He  received  3 thorough  academic  education  at 
the  well-known  schools  under  the  direction  of  the  Moravian 
Society  at  Liliz,  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania.  Upon 
starting  in  life  he  at  first  engaged  in  the  book  business,  and 
for  a short  time  was  connected  with  the  publishing  trade  in 
Philadelphia.  But  commercial  life  was  not  suited  to  his 
tastes  or  nature,  and  in  1856  he  became  a candidate  for 
Holy  Orders  in  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church.  Follow- 
ing the  prescribed  routine  he  was  ordained  to  the  Diaconate 
by  Bishop  A.  Potter,  in  1S57,  and  to  the  Priesthood  by 


Bishop  Samuel  Bowman,  in  1S5S.  He  was  assigned  to 
and  had  charge  successively  of  the  parishes  of  Christ 
Church,  Media,  Delaware  county,  Pennsylvania;  of  St. 
Peter’s  Church,  Smyrna,  Delaware;  of  the  united  parishes 
of  the  Church  of  Faith , Mahanoy  City,  and  St.  Peter’s 
Church,  Hazleton.  At  present  he  is  the  Rector  of  Trinity 
Memorial  Church,  Warren,  Pennsylvania  (Division  of  Pitts- 
burgh). He  is  now  Dean  of  the  Warren  Deanery,  one 
of  the  Clerical  Deputies  from  the  Diocese  to  the  General 
Convention,  and  is  also  Editor  of  the  Diocesan  Missionary 
paper,  Our  Diocese.  He  was  married,  December  27th, 
1852,  to  Caroline,  daughter  of  Thomas  Desilver,  a promi- 
nent bookseller  of  Philadelphia. 


TTINGER,  DOUGLASS,  Captain  in  the  United 
States  Revenue  Marine  Service,  was  born  in  Ger- 
mantown, Pennsylvania,  December  nth,  1804. 
The  Ottinger  family  are,  as  the  name  would 
imply,  of  German  extraction.  The  father  of 
Douglass  was  Second  Lieutenant  of  Infantry 
during  the  Revolutionary  War.  Having  received  an  edu- 
cation in  a common  school  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
young  Ottinger  entered  the  Merchant  Marine  service  when 
a boy,  and  rose  rapidly  to  the  post  of  Commander.  When, 
in  1832,  the  Revenue  Marine  was  reorganized,  he  accepted 
the  appointment  of  Second  Lieutenant  on  the  cutter  “ Ben- 
jamin Rush,”  and  in  the  following  year  was  transferred  to 
the  cutter  “ Erie.”  Having  given  much  attention  to  the 
invention  of  life-saving  implements  for  the  use  and  rescue 
of  ocean  travellers,  he  was  appointed,  in  1848,  to  establish 
and  equip  the  first  life-saving  stations  in  this  country  and 
put  in  methodical  working  order  eight  on  the  coast  of  New 
Jersey,  for  rescuing  persons  from  wrecked  ships.  In  1S49, 
by  special  request  of  a company  of  gentlemen,  he  was 
granted  leave,  without  pay,  to  lake  their  ship  to  San 
Francisco;  and  after  reaching  the  California  coast  he  was 
engaged  by  a company  to  explore  the  coast,  and  discovered 
and  named  Humboldt  Bay,  which  he  promptly  reported  to 
the  Government,  though  at  the  time  out  of  the  service. 
For  nearly  two  years  he  was  a Commander  in  the  Pacific 
Mail  Line  of  Steamers  between  San  Francisco  and  the 
Isthmus  of  Panama,  and  resigned  this  lucrative  position  to 
obey  the  orders  of  the  Government  and  take  a command 
that  paid  him  but  $1200  per  annum,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  having  informed  him  the  Government  wanted  his 
service,  not  his  resignation.  P'rom  1851  to  1S53  he  com- 
manded the  cutter  “ Frolic,”  having  the  onerous  task  of 
protecting  the  revenue  on  the  whole  Pacific  coast,  and  the 
maintenance  of  order  in  the  harbor  and  settlement  of  San 
Francisco,  his  being  the  only  authority  capable  at  all  times 
of  protecting  the  shipping  and  city  from  the  lawless  herd 
gathered  there  from  every  quarter  of  the  globe.  From  1S53 
to  1S56,  Captain  Ottinger  was  stationed  in  the  Gulf  of 
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Mexico  and  on  the  coast  of  Florida  and  Georgia;  after- 
wards lie  was  ordered  to  Lake  Erie.  At  the  breaking  out 
of  the  Rebellion  he  took  the  Revenue  Fleet  of  five  vessels 
from  the  Lakes  down  the  St.  Lawrence  and  around  to  Bos- 
ton in  midwinter.  In  1S62,  he  commanded  a Revenue 
Fleet  in  the  waters  of  North  Carolina,  enforcing  the  em- 
bargo on  goods  contraband  of  war  and  re-establishing  the 
civil  law.  In  1S64,  receiving  orders  from  the  Treasury 
I department  to  superintend  the  construction  of  a vessel  for  the 
Revenue  service,  after  the  model  he  might  think  best,  the 
“ Commodore  Perry,”  a vessel  of  great  speed  and  seaworthi- 
ness, was  built.  In  1S70,  he  was  one  of  the  C unmissioners 
appointed  to  decide  on  the  class  of  vessels  best  suited  to 
the  service,  in  which  capacity  he  served  nearly  one  year  in 
Washington ; his  dissenting  report  is  on  record  in  the 
Treasury  Department.  He  was  then  ordered  to  Lake  Eric 
to  take  command  of  the  “ Commodore  Perry,”  and  after- 
wards to  the  coast  of  Massachusetts.  He  is  the  inventor  of 
the  “ life-car,”  which  may  he  described  as  a covered,  sheet- 
iron  compartment,  capable  of  passing  through  the  heaviest 
breaking  waves,  and  holding  three  persons,  and  designed 
for  the  rescue  of  persons  from  stranded  vessels  in  storms, 
where  the  ordinary  open  life-boat  could  nut  be  used.  On 
its  first  trial  it  was  the  means  «*f  saving  two  hundred  and 
one  lives  from  the  British  immigrant  ship  “ Ayrshire,” 
stranded  on  the  coast  of  New  Jersey  in  the  month  of  Jan- 
uary, 1851,  during  a dreadful  gale,  anti  soon  afterwards  of 
two  hundred  and  seventy  one  passengers  and  a crew  of 
eighteen  from  the  ship  “ Georgia,”  driven  ashore  at  another 
point  on  that  coast.  It  has  since  been  introduced  into  the 
life-stations  in  Europe,  and  an  unofficial  estimate  places  the 
number  of  lives  already  saved  by  it  at  over  four  thousand. 
This  record  places  the  name  of  the  inventor  beside  that  of 
the  noble  Sir  Humphrey  Davy  as  a benefactor  of  his  race. 
The  “ Commodore  Perry  ” is  equipped  with  an  outfit  of  this 
kind  presented  to  the  Government  by  her  Commander. 
Captain  Ottinger  abandoned  this  valuable  implement  to  the 
free  use  of  mankind,  under  a manly  conviction  that  the  use- 
fulness of  inventions  calculated  to  save  human  life  should 
not  be  restricted  by  patent.  But,  in  the  year  1S58,  Con- 
gress recognized  the  importance  of  the  “ life-car,”  etc.,  by 
voting  him  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  as  a testimonial 
of  his  great  service  to  mankind.  1 1 is  contrivance  is  at  once 
so  simple  and  efficient  that  it  will  probably  continue  to  rescue 
the  shipwrecked  as  long  as  there  are  tempests  on  the  sea. 
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I*  AR RIGAN,  CHARLES  WESLEY,  Lawyer,  was 
born  in  Philadelphia,  on  April  23d,  1S27.  On 
the  paternal  side  his  ancestry  were  Irish;  his 
mother  was  an  Englishwoman.  He  was  pre- 
pared for  college  partly  in  the  Academical  De- 
partment of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  and 
partly  at  Pennington,  New  Jersey,  afterwards  graduating 
at  Dickinson  College;  he  read  law  with  Hon.  John  Read 
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at  the  same  place.  In  1S49,  at  die  early  age  of  twenty-two, 
he  was  nominated  for  the  Slate  Senate,  but  was  defeated.  I11 
1S55,  he  was  elected  Register  of  Wills  and  Judge  of  Pro- 
bate of  his  native  city,  and  served  with  ability  for  three 
years.  He  received  the  nomination  fur  Congress  in  the 
Fifth  Congressional  District,  in  1S62,  and  was  defeated  by 
only  sixty-two  votes,  his  opponent  being  Judge  Thayer,  Re- 
publican. He  contested  the  seat,  but  after  a lung  investi- 
gation his  claim  was  disallowed.  lie  has  been  an  active 
politician  during  the  past  twenty  years,  and  has  served  in 
many  National  and  State  Conventions  of  the  Democratic 
party.  He  was  a Delegate  to  the  Convention  that  nomi- 
nated James  Buchanan  for  the  Presidency  ; to  the  Charles- 
ton Convention  that  nominated  Breckenridge  ; to  the  Chi- 
cago Convention  that  nominated  McClellan,  and  was  one 
of  the  twenty-seven  delegates  who  voted  against  and  bitterly 
opposed  the  ratification  of  the  nomination  of  I Iorace  Greeley 
at  Baltimore,  in  1S72.  In  1874,  he  was  appointed  a Notary 
Public  by  Governor  Ilartranft.  Always  an  earnest  advo- 
cate of  street  railways  in  his  native  city,  he  was  for  a num- 
ber of  years  a Director  of  the  Second  8:  Third  Streets 
Passenger  Railway.  He  was  married,  in  1S57,  to  a lady 
who  is  connected  with  some  of  the  first  families  of  Virginia, 
and  at  present  resides  at  Germantown. 


DICKINSON,  SANDFORD,  M.D.,  Physician,  a 
distinguished  practitioner  of  Erie  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, was  born  in  Norwich,  New  York,  Sep- 
tember 7th,  180S.  His  parents  were  Josiah  and 
Prudence  (Taylor)  Dickinson  ; on  the  paternal 
side  he  is  of  English,  and  on  the  maternal  of 
Scotch  extraction.  His  elementary  and  preliminary  edu- 
cation was  acquired  at  the  Norwich  Academy,  and,  upon 
the  completion  of  the  usual  course  of  studies  in  that  insti- 
tution, he  decided  to  turn  his  attention  to  the  study  of  medi- 
cine, a calling  for  which  he  had  evinced  a warm  attach- 
ment. When  in  his  twenty-fourth  year,  he  entered  upon  a 
course  of  medical  studies,  subsequently  perfecting  himself 
under  the  able  instruction  of  Dr.  Henry  L.  Mitchell,  with 
whom  he  was  connected  as  a pupil  for  about  three  years. 
He  afterwards  graduated  from  the  old  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons  of  New  York  City,  in  the  class  of  iSji-’32. 
After  duly  receiving  his  degree  of  M.  D.,  he  visited  Erie 
county,  and  deeming  it  a desirable  and  promising  locality, 
began  there  the  practice  of  his  profession.  Steadily  acquir- 
ing patients  he  ultimately  became  one  of  the  most  prominent 
and  highly  respected  practitioners  in  that  section  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  since  has  made  it  his  permanent  place  of  resi- 
dence. In  1867,  he  became  the  purchaser  and  proprietor 
of  a large  drug  and  prescription  store  in  Erie;  of  this  estab- 
lishment his  son  is  at  present  the  owner  and  manager,  al- 
though he  still  holds  a controlling  interest  in  its  direction 
himself,  and,  by  his  wide  experience  and  thorough  technical 
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knowledge,  tends  to  endow  its  affairs  with  that  gravity  and 
carefulness  so  essential  to  success  in  such  a business.  For 
more  than  twenty-five  years  he  has  been  invested  with  the 
charge  of  the  Poor-llouse  patients,  and  to  him  has  been 
allotted  the  honorable  duty  of  caring  for  the  sick  soldiers 
and  marines  of  Erie  county.  He  is  a man  of  unusual  cul- 
ture, and  possessed  of  a large  fund  of  varied  scholarly  at- 
tainments, and  a medical  knowledge  that  evinces  thorough 
training  and  constant  studiousness.  To  him  is  owing  the 
valuable  introduction  of  the  alcoholic  and  opiate  treatment 
in  cases  of  poison  by  vipers,  and  punctures  in  the  operation 
of  dissecting,  preparing  and  embalming;  this  treatment  he 
introduced  into  his  practice  in  1S45,  al1ll  since  that  date 
many  learned  and  eminent  practitioners  have  availed  them- 
selves of  the  result  of  his  provings.  He  was  married,  in 
1833.  L>  Rebecca  Judson,  daughter  of  Judge  Judson,  of 
Columbus  ; she  dying  of  consumption,  he  was  married  again, 
in  1S3S,  to  Harriet  Maxwell,  who  is  still  living. 


ARTIN,  BARTON  B.,  Lumber  Merchant,  was 
horn  in  West  Earl  township,  Lancaster  county, 
Pennsylvania,  in  1S21.  1 1 is  father,  John  Martin, 

was  a prominent  farmer  and  agriculturist  of  the 
above-mentioned  place,  and  prominently  identified 
with  the  various  progressive  movements  chronicled 
in  the  history  of  his  county.  Barton  was  the  eldest  of  a 
family  consisting  of  nine  children,  all  of  whom  are  now  well 
known  in  their  respective  communities  as  men  and  women 
of  integrity  and  worth,  lie  was  the  recipient  of  the  ordi- 
nary common-school  education,  and,  at  an  early  period  of 
his  existence,  found  that  the  limited  circle  and  circum- 
stances of  the  farm-home  were  too  confined  for  his  views 
and  purposes;  he,  accordingly,  determined  to  seek  else- 
where a wider  field  offering  greater  opportunities  for  the 
prosecution  of  profitable  enterprise.  Removing  to  the  vil- 
lage of  Millersville,  in  Lancaster  county,  he  there  became 
engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  meeting  w ith  great  and 
rapid  success.  A large  family  gathering  around  him,  and 
noting  anxiously  the  meagre  array  of  educational  advan- 
tages presented  in  this  locality,  it  suggested  itself  to  him 
that  the  origination  and  firm  establishment  in  Millersville 
of  an  institute  of  learning  would  lie  highly  advantageous, 
not  only  to  that  town,  but  also  to  the  country  adjacent. 
Acting  promptly  and  ably  upon  this  idea,  he,  in  the  summer 
of  1854,  at  the  head  of  a self-constituted  committee  con- 
sisting of  five  of  the  most  influential  and  energetic  men  of 
the  town,  succeeded  in  laying  the  foundation  of  the  cele- 
brated State  Normal  School  of  Millersville;  ultimately,  in 
connection  with  other  residents,  and  acting  as  leader  and 
prime  mover,  he,  by  his  strenuous  efforts  and  generous  dona- 
tions, raised  the  institution  to  a position  w hich  entitled  it 
to  State  aid,  and  since  that  date  its  affairs  have  become  a 
part  of  the  common-school  history  of  the  State.  During  the 


past  fifteen  years  he  has  been  actively  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business  at  Columbia  and  Lancaster;  possessing  in  the 
former  place  an  extensive  wholesale  yard,  and  at  the  latter 
a large  retail  establishment.  In  Clinton  and  Cambria  coun- 
ties he  is  the  proprietor  of  various  mills,  and  of  important 
tracts  of  timber  and  coal  lands  ; in  the  last-named  county 
he  is  one  of  the  largest  individual  land-owners  in  the  State. 
In  addition  to  these  properties,  he  ow  ns  over  three  thousand 
acres  of  bituminous  coal  lands,  situated  near  Portage  Sta- 
tion, on  the  Pennsylvania  Central  Railroad,  and  is  about 
to  build  a branch  road  from  the  Pennsylvania  Central  Rail- 
road to  his  properties,  purposing  to  commence  mining  ope- 
rations on  an  extensive  scale.  In  the  lumbering  business, 
wholesale  and  retail,  he  L the  largest  operator  in  this  sec- 
tion of  Pennsylvania,  his  last  year’s  (1873)  business  having 
exceeded  six  millions  of  dollars.  “ Westlawn,”  his  resi- 
dence at  Lancaster,  is  admittedly  the  handsomest  specimen 
of  architecture  in  the  city,  and,  as  a villa  residence,  one  of 
the  most  elegant  in  the  State.  He  has  been  a Director  in 
the  Lancaster  Eire  Insurance  Company,  and  also  in  many 
other  organizations  and  corporations;  while  as  a warm  and 
generous  patron  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association, 
he  has  done  much  to  further  its  interests.  In  religion,  he 
is  intimately  connected  with  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  con- 
tributes materially  to  its  well-doing  both  by  Christian  de- 
portment and  munificent  donations.  During  the  Rebellion 
he  evinced  great  loyalty  and  energy  in  the  support  of  the 
Government,  and  sent  his  two  sons  to  battle  for  the  integ- 
rity of  the  Union.  The  eldest,  E.  K.  Martin,  now  a grad- 
uate of  Amherst  College,  enlisted,  when  but  fifteen  years 
of  age,  in  the  79th  Regiment  of  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
in  September,  lS6l,and  participated  actively  and  perilously 
in  many  actions  until  the  close  of  the  conflict.  Ills  other 
son,  Lieutenant  J.  C.  Martin,  entered  the  army  in  1862, 
also  while  in  his  fifteenth  year,  as  Second  Lieutenant  in 
the  145th  Regiment  of  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  was  pro- 
moted to  a First  Lieutenancy,  and  eventually  served  on 
General  Tyler’s  staff  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  11.  B. 
Martin  married  a daughter  of  Christian  Rohrer,  a prom- 
inent citizen  of  Millersville,  Lancaster  county. 


AGEE,  CHRISTOPHER,  Lawyer,  was  born  in 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  December  3d,  1829. 
He  is  descended  from  old  Scotch-Irish  Presbyte- 
rian stock  of  western  Pennsylvania.  Lis  great- 
grandfather was  Alexander  Thompson,  of  Cham- 
bersburg,  whose  descendants  emigrated  to  and 
settled  in  Allegheny  county.  He  is  connected  with  the 
Wiley  family  of  Philadelphia,  and  is  also  a relative  of  lion. 
Thomas  A.  Hendricks,  of  Indiana.  Being  prepared  to 
graduate  in  the  Western  University  of  Pennsylvania,  he  was 
persuaded  to  defer  it  and  to  pursue  a higher  course  of 
studies  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Philadelphia, 
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where  he  graduated  in  1S49.  Undecided  as  to  what  pro- 
fession to  adopt,  lie  took  a course  of  instruction  in  the 
medical  department  of  the  University.  Afterwards  deter- 
mining upon  the  study  of  the  law,  he  entered  the  office  of 
William  15.  Read  and  Alexander  McKinley.  During  the 
time  he  was  in  the  office  of  these  distinguished  gentlemen, 
he  also  attended  the  law  lectures  of  Judge  Sharswood,  and 
was  a graduate  of  the  first  law  class  under  this  eminent 
jurist,  lie  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Philadelphia,  in 
1853,  and,  by  virtue  of  his  high  degree  as  a graduate,  to 
practice  in  the  Supreme  Court.  In  the  same  year  he  re- 
turned to  his  native  city,  and  was  admitted  to  its  bar  on 
motion  of  his  cousin,  Colonel  Samuel  A.  Black.  Two 
years  later  he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature  as  a Demo- 
crat, and  was  the  youngest  member  of  that  body  at  the 
time.  In  1S56,  he  was  the  Democratic  candidate  for 
Mayor  of  Pittsburgh,  but  was  defeated  by  a small  majority, 
his  youth — he  being  then  but  twenty-seven  years  of  age — 
contributing  not  a little  to  his  non-success.  In  1874,  he 
was  nominated,  against  his  wishes,  for  Judge  of  the  Or- 
phans’ Court,  of  Allegheny  county.  As  a lawyer,  he 
enjoys  an  excellent  reputation,  but  is  too  reserved  to  take 
an  active  part  in  politics,  and  is  only  ambitious  to  quietly 
and  honorably  practice  his  profession.  lie  is  married  to 
a daughter  of  the  late  Rev.  John  N.  McLeod,  of  New 
York,  a prominent  clergyman  of  the  Reformed  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  a member  of  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  revise  the  Bible. 
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YON,  Rev.  GEORGE  ARMSTRONG,  D.  D., 
was  born  in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  March  1st, 
1806.  He  was  the  son  of  Samuel  Lyon  and 
l’ety  W.  (Broom)  Lyon,  daughter  of  the  Hon. 
Jacob  Broom,  of  Delaware,  one  of  the  signers 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  1 1 is  an- 
cestors came  originally  from  the  north  of  Ireland,  and 
settled  in  Pennsylvania ; his  grandfather  having  laid  out 
and  surveyed  the  town  of  Carlisle;  and  since  that  time,  by 
frequent  inter-marriages,  many  of  the  most  distinguished 
families  in  the  country  have  become  connected  with  the 
Lyon  family.  Dr.  Lyon’s  boyhood  was  passed  principally 
in  Wilmington,  Delaware;  and  his  education  was  acquired 
at  Dickinson  College,  whence  he  graduated,  in  1S24,  at 
the  age  of  eighteen.  He  then  entered  the  Theological 
Department  of  Princeton  College;  upon  the  completion 
of  his  studies  in  that  institution,  he  moved  to  Carlisle, 
and  in  the  following  year  ( 1S2S),  crossed  the  Allegheny 
mountains  on  horseback,  arriving  in  Erie  in  the  fall'  of 
1S28.  Having  received  calls  to  the  Presbyterian  Churches 
at  the  above  place,  and  also  at  Fredonia,  New  York,  he 
spent  the  winter  of  iSaS-’aq  between  those  two  places. 
In  the  following  spring,  he  accepted  the  call  to  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church,  at  Erie,  and,  September  91I1,  1829, 


74 


was  ordained  and  installed  by  the  Presbytery,  as  Pastor 
of  that  church.  In  this  capacity,  he  thenceforward  acted 
with  distinguished  ability  and  success,  until  his  decease. 
While  officiating  at  Erie,  he  led  the  denominations  over 
the  whole  of  the  western  part  of  Pennsylvania,  that  sec- 
tion of  the  State  lacking,  at  this  elate,  any  regularly  ap- 
pointed and  ordained  pastors.  In  1S47,  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Divinity  was  conferred  upon  him  by  Dickinson 
College,  and  afterward  also  by  Princeton  College.  For  a 
period  extending  over  forty  years,  he  was  the  loved  and 
revered  Pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  of  Erie, 
and  it  was  his  first  and  only  ministerial  charge.  Intro- 
duced there  during  a season  of  ardent  revival,  he  evinced 
an  indefatigable  ardor  in  his  pastoral  duties,  and,  through 
his  constant  exertions,  many  effective  religious  revivals 
added  greatly  to  the  strength  and  prosperity  of  the  church, 
lie  was  a wise  and  zealous  laborer;  and  his  undivided 
time  and  talents,  as  well  as  much  of  his  own  private  means, 
were  cheerfully  given  to  advance  the  precepts  and  the 
institutions  of  the  Gospel  throughout  the  State  and  else- 
where. As  a pastor  he  was  distinguished  for  the  grave, 
affectionate,  and  instructive  nature  of  his  addresses  and 
discourses,  by  his  powerful  and  trenchant  intellect,  cul- 
tivated taste,  and  a warm  and  practical  charity,  manifested 
repeatedly  in  both  public  and  private  actions.  He  was 
married,  in  Carlisle,  in  1S2S,  to  Mary  Sterrilt,  by  whom 
he  had  six  children;  one  of  these  survivors  is  now  the 
wife  of  the  lion.  J.  W.  Douglass;  another,  George  A. 
Lyon,  is  well  known  as  a prominent  citizen  holding  the 
rank  of  United  States  Paymaster.  He  died  at  Avon,  New 
York,  where  he  was  residing  in  order  to  strengthen  his 
failing  health,  on  March  24th,  1S71.  On  Tuesday,  March 
28th,  his  body  was  placed  in  the  tomb  in  Erie  Cemetery; 
the  funeral  ceremonies  performed  in  the  church  upon  that 
occasion  being  of  the  most  solemn  and  impressive  char- 
acter. The  invocation  was  pronounced  by  Rev.  J.  O. 
Denniston,  of  Park  Presbyterian  Church,  and  the  funeral 
sermon  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  R.  Craighead,  of 
Meadville.  ; 


|, YON,  GEORGE  ARMSTRONG,  Jr.,  Lawyer 
and  Paymaster  in  the  United  States  Navy,  was 
born  in  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  December  23d,  1 837. 
His  father  was  the  Rev.  G.  A.  Armstrong,  D.  D., 
a distinguished  Presbyterian  minister  of  Western 
Pennsylvania.  His  early  education  was  ac- 
quired in  the  Erie  Academy,  whence  he  entered  Dartmouth 
College,  graduating  fiorn  that  institution  in  1 S 5 S . Return- 
ing to  his  native  place,  he  pursued  a course  of  legal  studies, 
and,  upon  its  completion,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Erie 
county,  March  12th,  1861.  He  subsequently  pursued  the 
practice  of  his  profession,  until  June,  1S62,  meeting  with 
fair  success.  He  th-e-n  entered  the  United  States  Navy  as 
Assistant  Paymaster;  joined  the  Mississippi  squadron  in 
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the  following  July,  and  participated  actively  in  all  the 
battles  of  the  Mississippi  until  the  surrender  of  Vicksburg, 
taking  part  also  in  that  memorable  action.  In  September, 

1563,  he  was  detached  from  that  squadron,  and  in  April, 

1564,  joined  the  United  States  ship  “ I’ontoosuc.”  While- 
connected  with  this  vessel,  he  participated  in  both  of  the 
attacks  on  Fort  Fisher,  and  in  the  ensuing  actions  and 
operations  on  the  James  river,  and  at  Cape  Fear,  being 
constantly  engaged  .up  to  the  lime  of  the  surrender  of 
Richmond,  the  event  which  terminated  the  conflict.  In 
the  fall  of  1S65,  he  joined  the  frigate  “ Potomac,”  at 
Pensacola,  Florida,  remaining  at  this  station  until  the 
summer  of  1S67.  Moving  to  Philadelphia  shortly  after, 
in  the  ensuing  fall  he  joined  the  United  States  ship 
“ Idaho,”  and  sailed  with  her  to  Japan,  where  he  was 
stationed  until  the  spring  of  1S70,  when  he  returned  home. 
In  the  commencement  of  the  following  year,  he  was 
ordered  to  the  United  States  ship  “ Worcester,”  detailed 
by  the  Navy  Department  to  carry  supplies  to  the  French 
after  the  Franco-German  War,  and  with  it  proceeded  to 
Southampton,  Liverpool,  and  various  other  points  on  the 
English  coast.  Returning  again  to  the  United  States  in 
August  of  the  same  year,  he  was  ordered,  in  September, 
to  the  United  States  ship  “ Michigan,”  doing  duty  on  the 
Lakes.  In  1S66,  he  became  Paymaster,  with  the  rank 
of  Major,  which  position  he  still  fills. 

£ 

L °ETMORE,  I ION.  LANSING  D.,  Lawyer  and 
Judge,  was  born  in  Warren  county,  Pennsylvania, 
October  iSth,  181S.  1 1 is  father,  of  the  same 

name,  was  a native  of  New  England,  but  had 
early  moved  to  Warren  and  was  a prominent 
lawyer  of  that  place.  Ilis  mother,  Caroline 
Ditmars,  was  descended  from  “ Holland  Dutch”  ancestors. 
The  means  of  his  father  enabled  him  to  obtain  a thorough 
education  from  the  most  approved  sources  of  the  day. 
His  preliminary  instruction  was  received  at  the  academy 
of  his  native  town,  and  after  a preparatory  course  at 
Washington  College,  Pennsylvania,  he  matriculated  at 
Union  College,  New  York,  and  graduated  with  honor 
from  that  institution,  in  1S41.  For  a year  and  a half 
after  quitting  college,  he  was  engaged  as  a teacher  in  an 
academy  ; then,  entering  the  office  of  Johnson  & Brown, 
of  Warren,  for  the  purpose  of  reading  law,  he  applied 
himself  with  such  diligence  that  he  was  enabled  to  pass  a 
most  creditable  examination,  and  gain  his  admission  to 
the  bar  in  the  fall  of  1S45.  Immediately  commencing 
the  practice  of  his  profession  with  all  his  characteristic 
energy,  industry,  and  ability,  he  soon  formed  a large  and 
lucrative  connection  in  the  county  of  his  birth  and  those 
adjoining.  To  his  ever-increasing  business  he  devoted  his 
entire  attention  until  his  well-earned  reputation  as  a jurist 
caused  him  to  be  elevated  from  the  ranks  to  a position  of 


honor  and  trust.  In  the  fall  of  1S70,  he  was  elected 
President  Judge  of  the  Sixth  Judicial  District,  composed 
of  the  counties  of  Erie,  Warren,  and  Elk,  and  in  thc-e 
courts  he  continued  to  preside  until  1872.  At  that  date, 
by  a change  in  the  constitution  and  law,  Erie  was  made 
a single  district,  and  Judge  Wetmore  chose  the  Thirty- 
seventh  District,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Elk,  War- 
ren, and  Forest,  as  the  scene  of  his  future  labors,  and 
upon  this  bench  he  still  continues  in  his  high  capacity. 
Prior  to  his  elevation  to  the  Judiciary,  he  had  occupied 
the  post  of  President  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  War- 
ren, and  is  now  President  of  the  National  Lumberman’s 
Association.  lie  has  been  twice  married  ; first  to  Miss 
Weatherby,  of  Warren,  who  died  in  1S56,  and,  in  1S5S, 
to  Miss  Shattuck,  of  Massachusetts. 


EED,  COLONEL  SETII,  the  Founder  of  the 
City  of  Erie,  and  the  head  of  a family  which  for 
four  generations  has  been  the  most  important  one- 
in  northwestern  Pennsylvania,  was  a native  of 
Rhode  Island,  but  at  an  early  period  of  his  life 
removed  to  Uxbridge,  Massachusetts.  He  was 
a physician  by  profession ; and  in  the  battle  of  Bunker 
Hill  held  the  rank  of  Colonel.  In  1790,  he  acquired  a 
large  tract  of  land  in  Ontario  county,  New  York,  known 
as  the  “ Reed  & Ryckinan  Location,”  of  which  he  dis- 
posed, in  1795,  and  with  a stock  of  Indian  supplies  came 
to  Erie  and  established  a trading-post  on  the  site  of  the 
old  Presqu'ile  stockade,  long  before  desolated  by  the 
famous  Massasawba  massacre.  He  had  four  sons  and  two 
daughters,  all  of  whom  with  his  wife  followed  him  hither, 
lie  died,  in  March,  1797.,  at  the  age  of  fifty-three.  His 
wife  survived  till  December,  1S21,  dying  at  the  age  of 
seventy-three. 


ILES,  ROBERT,  Merchant  and  Capitalist,  was 
born  in  Northumberland  county,  Pennsylvania, 
April  2d,  1793.  His  parents  were  both  Penn- 
sylvanians ; the  father,  Robert,  with  the  mother, 
Katharine  (Watts),  passed  with  the  three-year  old 
son,  through  the  town  which  is  now  his  home, 
when  on  their  way  to  settle  on  lands  near  Sugar  Loaf.  What 
education  he  received  was  obtained  from  private  tuition, 
and  at  a proper  age  he  was  obliged  to  do  his  share  of  work 
upon  his  father’s,  farm,  which  had  been  put  into  cultivation 
[797,  the  family  being  about  the  first  who  settled  in 
Warren  county.  He  continued  upon  the  home  farm  until 
the  death  of  his  father,  when  he  engaged  in  the  lumber 
trade,  and  continued  to  be  most  actively  and  extensively 
connected  with  that  interest  until  very  recently.  In  1833, 
he  was  elected  Prothonotary  of  the  Courts  of  Warren 
county,  being  the  second  person  to  hold  that  office  after 
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its  creation.  lie  has  been  also  identified,  very  consider- 
ably, with  mercantile  and  real  estate  transactions,  most 
of  them  involving  large  amounts.  1 1 is  business  tact  and 
sound  judgment  have  almost  invariably  caused  his  invest-  j 
menls  to  turn  out  to  his  advantage.  He  was  married, 
January  161I1,  1 S 1 7,  to  Sallie  Smith,  of  New  York.  He 
has  been  an  active,  thinking  business  man  during  his  long 
life,  and  as  the  result  of  his  labors  is  now  quietly  enjoying 
the  fruits  of  the  substantial  fortune  he  has  accumulated. 
He  is  public  spirited,  patriotic,  and  liberal,  and  to  his 
efforts  much  of  the  prosperity  of  Warren  county  is  to  be 
ascribed.  The  town  in  which  he  now  resides  he  has  seen 
grow  up  from  the  very  first,  and  he  lakes  keen  delight  in 
aiding  and  advancing  its  interests. 


Jr  A3 

f -f  - EORGE,  J.  P.,  Journalist,  was  born  in  Westmore- 


I 


Co 


land  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  the  year  1832. 
1 1 is  mother  was  a connection  of  the  Patterson 
family  of  this  State.  1 1 is  grandfather  (paternal) 
was  born  in  Ireland  and  emigrated  to  the  United 
States,  about  1790.  He  moved  to  what  was  then 
the  “ Far  West,”  and  for  some  time  made  his  home  in  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  being,  while  there,  an  associate  of 
the  noted  Daniel  Boone.  lie  removed  finally  to  Penn- 
sylvania and  settled  in  Westmoreland  county,  where  he 
married  and  raised  a large  family.  The  second  son  of  this 
pioneer  was  Thomas  George,  born  in  1S00,  and  the  father 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  lived  in  Westmoreland 
county  until  1S32,  when  the  son  was  born;  he  then  re- 
moved to  Clarion,  and  afterwards  to  Armstrong  county. 
J.  P.  George  received  his  entire  early  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  Clarion  county.  1 1 is  father  being  a 
farmer,  he  passed  his  time  in  labor  on  the  farm  and  in 
study,  until  he  reached  his  eighteenth  year,  when  he 
entered  the  office  of  the  Clarion  County  Democrat , then 
under  the  management  of  Colonel  William  I'.  Alexander. 
Here  he  remained  for  about  two  years  engaged  in  master- 
ing the  details  of  his  art;  and,  in  1S52,  removed  to  Jeffer- 
son county,  where  he  entered  a printing  office  and  quickly 
rose  to  the  post  of  foreman,  remaining  in  the  position  for 
seven  years.  Upon  the  commencement  of  the  late  Civil 
War,  he  at  once  responded  to  the  calls  of  patriotism.  He 
enlisted,  early  in  i860,  in  the  nth  Regiment  Pennsylvania 
Reserves,  and  was  at  once  appointed  First  Lieutenant  of  a 
company  in  that  regiment  commanded  by  Captain  Brady, 
lie  served  faithfully  and  bravely  in  every  field,  and  upon 
all  occasions  proved  himself  a valuable  and  efficient 
officer.  In  1862,  he  was  honored  with  a promotion  to  the 
rank  of  Captain.  After  leaving  the  army  he  returned  to 
Brookville,  and  purchasing  the  paper  upon  which  lie  had 
formerly  been  employed,  assumed  editorial  charge,  which 
he  continues  to  the  present.  lie  has  honestly  and  con- 
scientiously served  the  Democratic  party,  and  that  organiza- 


tion fully  acknowledge  their  obligation  to  him.  Though 
often  solicited  to  accept  public  office,  he  has  ever  persist- 
ently declined  so  to  do.  lie  is  a journalist  of  ability,  an 
honest  and  fearless  editor,  a public-spirited,  unselfish,  and 
valuable  citizen. 


ILKINS,  HARVEY  LORENZO,  M.  D.,  Phy- 
sician and  Druggist,  was  born  in  Victor,  Ontario 
county,  New  York,  March  6th,  1 S 1 5 . His  an- 
cestors came  originally  from  the  north  of  Eng- 
land ; his  great-grandfather,  on  the  paternal  side, 
having  arrived  from  England  as  a missionary  to 
the  present  city  of  Boston.  His  grandfather  was  one  of 
five  brothers,  all  of  whom  fought  valiantly  at  the  battle 
of  Bunker  Hill,  and  he  was  an  active  participant  through- 
out the  Revolutionary  struggle;  at  the  expiration  of  the 
war,  he  was  married  to  a sister  of  the  father  of  the  Hon. 
Amos  Kendall,  Postmaster-General  under  General  Jackson. 
Subsequently,  he  settled  at  Wilkins’  Falls,  Franklin  county, 
Vermont,  and  for  a long  time  was  a member  of  the  Legis- 
lature; in  that  place  he  raised  a large  family,  five  sons  and 
four  daughters;  and  the  youngest,  James,  the  father  of 
Harvey  Lorenzo,  served  with  his  brother  in  the  War  of 
1S12;  he,  marrying  in  1S14,  became  the  father  of  eight 
children,  Harvey  Lorenzo  being  the  eldest.  The  prelimi- 
nary education  of  the  latter  was  acquired  in  the  common 
schools  of  Chautauqua  county,  New  York,  whence,  in 
due  time,  he  entered  Fredonia  Academy.  Abandoning 
school  life  when  eighteen  years  of  age,  he  moved  to 
Canada,  and  there  began  the  study  of  medicine  under  the 
able  instructions  of  Dr.  Luther  Cross.  While  engaged  in 
pursuing  his  medical  studies,  he  held  the  position  of  Col- 
lector of  Tolls  and  Deputy  Collector  of  Customs;  after 
fulfilling  the  duties  of  these  offices  for  three  years,  he  re- 
signed, and  returned  to  the  United  States.  Entering  the 
Geneva  College,  he  ultimately  graduated  from  that  institu- 
tion, after  which  he  settled  in  CharlotteviUe,  Niagara 
county,  New  York,  practising  his  profession  there  until 
1S61,  and  meeting  with  much  success.  Owing  to  the 
precarious  stale  of  his  health,  he  then  deemed  it  advisable 
to  discontinue  the  active  prosecution  of  his  vocation.  The 
Oil  Fever  dawning  into  existence  at  that  period,  he  started 
fur  the  Oil  Regions,  and  there  became  successfully  interested 
in  various  enterprises.  Moving  to  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  he, 
in  connection  with  John  W.  Hammond,  invested  in  several 
oil  refineries,  and  secured  profitable  returns.  In  this  busi- 
ness he  was  actively  occupied  for  several  years,  meeting 
with  varying  success,  and  becoming  noted  as  an  industrious 
and  enterprising  operator.  Subsequently,  he  disposed  of 
his  oil  interests,  and  established  an  extensive  drug  store  in 
Erie,  which  he  is  at  present  conducting  with  great  success. 
He  h as  always  been  prominently  identified  with  the  Public 
School  System,  and  is  now  an  influential  member  of  the 
Public  School  Board.  Although  warnilv  interested  in  the 
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chief  political  questions  of  the  day,  and  a firm  and  loyal  I of  Slavery,  which  was  incorporated  by  the  Legislature  of  the 


citizen,  he  is  neither  a seeker  nor  holder  of  political  office; 
and  has  repeatedly  refused  to  accept  various  positions  which 
have  been  tendered  him  by  admiring  friends,  a school 
trusteeship  being  the  only  office  which  he  has  consented  to 
hold,  lie  is  noted  for  his  scholarship,  his  undeviating 
integrity  and  his  fearless  maintenance  of  that  which  he 
espouses  from  conscientious  motives.  lie  was  married,  in 
11857,  to  Miss  Reed,  of  Canada,  a daughter  of  one  of  the 
oldest  and  most  honorable  English  settlers,  and  has  a family 
consisting  of  two  daughters. 


C 


f 

t'  V ** 


EED,  RUFUS  SETII,  son  of  Seth  Reed,  the 
founder  of  Erie,  was  born  at  Uxbridge,  Massa- 
chusetts, October  nth,  1775.  In  1798,  he  mar- 
ried Dolly  Oaks,  of  Palmyra,  New  York,  who 
died  the  same  year;  and,  in  1801,  he  married 
Agnes  Irwin.  1 1 is  career  is  so  identified  with 
the  early  growth  and  prosperity  of  Erie,  that  the  record  of 
either  is  the  history  of  both.  He  died  June  12th,  184G, 
leaving  a large  fortune,  and  only  one  child,  the  late  General 
Charles  M.  Reed,  who  became  one  of  the  greatest  financiers 
of  the  country.  Mrs.  Reed  survived  her  husband  many 
years,  dying  in  1S64. 


LLISON,  IION.  JOHN,  Register  of  the  United 
States  Treasury,  was  born  in  Beaver,  Beaver 
county,  Pennsylvania,  August  5th,  1S12,  and  is 
the  son  of  James  Allison,  now  deceased,  formerly 
an  able  and  distinguished  attorney-at-law.  His 
grandfather,  the  late  Colonel  James  Allison,  of 
Washington  county,  Pennsylvania,  was  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  western  Pennsylvania,  having  removed  to  that  territory 
in  1773,  and  made  his  settlement  in  the  last-named  county 
in  the  ensuing  year  ; he  was  of  Scotch  descent,  and  was 
born  in  North  Carolina,  in  1744,  whence  he  moved  to  Cecil 
county,  Maryland,  where  he  was  married  to  a member  of 
the  Bradford  family.  Subsequently  he  was  one  of  a small 
company  of  pioneers  who  left  the  eastern  settlements  and 
crossed  the  Allegheny  Mountains  to  find  and  people  new 
lands  and  homes  in  the  wilderness.  Ilis  biographer  says 
of  him  : “ He  was  a man  of  great  moral  worth,  combining 
the  personal  courage  so  necessary  in  those  trying  times  and 
circumstances  with  the  ennobling  Christian  principles.  lie 
was  one  of  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  McMillan’s  first  Riding  Elders 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  After  the  Revolutionary  War 
had  closed  and  Washington  county  become  organized,  he 
represented  that  county  in  the  Slate  Legislature  almost  con- 
tinuously from  1786  till  1793.  He  took  an  active  part  in 
advocating  the  abolishment  of  slavery,  and  voted  for  the 
final  Act  which  passed  the  Legislature  in  1788.  . . . Was  a 
member  of  the  Pennsylvania  Society  for  the  Abolishment 


State  in  1789.  . . . At  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1S21,  he  was  one  of  the  Associate  Judges  of  Washington 
county,  a post  he  had  held  for  many  years.”  Some  of  his 
descendants  still  own  and  reside  upon  a part  of  the  land 
which  he  purchased  and  settled  upon  in  1774.  Ilis  son, 
James  Allison,  commenced  the  study  of  law  under  the  late 
David  Bradford ; completed  his  researches  under  the  in- 
struction of  Mr.  l’urviance,  then  a lawyer  of  Washington, 
Pennsylvania;  and,  in  1795  or  1796,  was  admitted  to  the 
bar.  Upon  the  organization  of  Beaver  in  1802,  he  removed 
to  that  county  and  was  there  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession  until  1S46,  when  he  retired,  having  completed 
his  half  century  in  full  and  successful  practice.  In  1S22, 
he  was  elected  to  Congress  from  the  Allegheny,  Armstrong, 
Beaver,  Butler  and  Mercer  District,  and  re-elected  in  1824; 
owing  to  a strong  distaste  for  the  agitations  attending  public 
life,  however,  he  resigned  at  the  close  of  his  first  term. 
Thereafter,  he  continued  to  reside  at  Beaver  until  his  decease 
at  the  age  of  eighty-two,  in  1854.  John  Allison  was  the 
recipient  of  a common-school  education  at  Beaver,  his  native 
place.  When  a boy,  he  conceived  an  intense  desire  to  enter 
the  army  or  navy,  and,  in  1828,  his  father  applied  for  a 
warrant  of  admission  to  the  Military  Academy  at  West 
Point,  but  failed  to  secure  the  desired  object.  In  the  first 
year  of  General  Jackson’s  administration,  he  again  filed  his 
application,  but  the  cadetship  was,  for  political  reasons, 
given  to  another,  and  John,  greatly  disappointed,  cared  little 
concerning  what  should  be  his  pursuit  in  life,  since  his  most 
ardent  desires  had  been  thwarted.  He  was  afterward,  by 
means  of  his  elder  brother  James,  apprenticed  to  learn  the 
halting  business  with  the  once  celebrated  firm  of  McKee  A 
Graham,  of  Diamond  street,  Pittsburgh.  He  remained  in 
this  employment  until  the  spring  of  1S33,  when  the  establish- 
ment was  sold  and  he  returned  to  Beaver,  where  he  com- 
menced business  on  his  own  account,  opening  a store  in 
April,  1S33;  that  business  he  prosecuted  for  some  time, 
meeting  with  considerable  success.  In  March,  1839,  he 
removed  to  Marietta,  Ohio,  continuing  in  the  hattingibusi- 
ness  until  June,  1843;  at  this  date  his  father  and  brother 
William  prevailed  upon  him  to  return  to  Beaver,  in  order  to 
begin  the  study  of  law.  Complying  with  their  wishes,  he 
entered  upon  a course  of  legal  studies,  purposing  to  enter 
into  partnership  with  his  brother,  as  his  father  intended  to 
retire  from  the  bar  upon  his  admission  to  practice.  Their 
plans  were  frustrated,  however,  by  the  death  of  William,  an 
event  which  occurred  in  1S44;  but,  continuing  his  studies 
under  the  guidance  of  his  father,  he  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  the  fall  of  1846.  Subsequently,  he  remained  in 
active  practice  for  a sufficient  length  of  time  to  terminate 
the  affairs  anil  business  of  his  father,  but  abandoned  all  idea 
of  practising  on  his  own  account — “ a step  which  in  latter 
years  he  has  greatly  regretted.”  In  1846,  he  accepted  the 
nomination  by  the  Whig  party  for  a seat  in  the  Assembly, 
and  was  elected,  and  re-elected  in  1847,  also  in  1 S49 ; and, 
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in  each  session  that  he  served,  ranked  high  as  a debater. 
The  last  session,  that  of  1850,  was  notable  for  the  number 
of  very  able  men  acting  as  members,  among  whom  were 
lion.  James  M.  Porter,  Judges  Conyngham  and  Beaumont, 
I).  NI.  Smyser,  A.  K.  Cornyn,  R.  Rundle  Smith,  Craig 
Biddle,  Jesse  R.  Borden,  and  John  S.  Bowen.  1 1 is  most 
admired  speeches  were  that  in  vindication  of  the-Pennsyl- 
vania  Railroad,  which  was  fiercely  assailed  at  the  session 
of  1847,  when  an  applicant  for  a supplement  to  its  charter 
considered  essential  to  its  success;  and  that  delivered  at  the 
session  of  1850,  in  favor  of  an  elective  judiciary.  At  that 
period  he  was  an  advanced  Anti-Slavery  Whig  and  member 
of  a Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  Federal  Relations 
of  the  State;  associated  with  him  were  Judge  Beaumont, 
G.  W.  Scofield,  Souder  and  John  S.  Bowen.  The  com- 
promise measures  of  1850  were  then  before  Congress, 
and  excitement  ran  high  throughout  the  country.  Judge 
Beaumont  submitted  the  majority  report  advocating  strong 
Pro-Slavery  Doctrines  in  regard  to  slavery  in  the  Territories ; 
John  Allison  submitted  a report  signed  by  him  and  John  S. 
Bowen,  asserting  substantially  the  doctrines  afterward 
adopted  by  the  Republican  party.  This  report  greatly 
increased  his  popularity  with  his  constituents,  and  in  the 
fall  of  1S50  he  was  elected  to  Congress.  In  1S52,  he  was 
again  nominated,  at  the  time  when  General  Scott  was 
nominated  by  the  Whig  party  for  the  Presidency,  and  placed 
upon  a Pro-Slavery  platform — a measure  which  greatly 
damaged  that  party — but  was  defeated  by  less  than  forty 
votes.  In  1854,  he  was  again  nominated,  and  elected  by  a 
large  majority  over  the  candidate  who  had  formerly  defeated 
him  in  1S52.  lie  was  known  in  Congress  as  a determined 
opponent  to  the  spread  of  slavery  into  our  Territories,  and, 
in  1S56,  delivered  an  admirable  and  eloquent  speech  upon 
that  subject,  which,  with  Colfax’s  speech  upon  the  Kansas 
Laws,  were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  distribution  in  the 
ensuing  campaign.  Seeing  the  urgent  necessity  for  the 
organization  of  a party  based  upon  Republican  principles, 
he  signed  the  first  call  for  a convention  to  assemble  in 
Pennsylvania  for  that  purpose,  lie  was  a member  of  the 
First  National  Convention,  which  was  convened  at  Pitts- 
burgh, February  22d,  1S56,  to  organize  a National  party, 
and  represented  Pennsylvania  in  the  Committee  on  Platforms 
and  Resolutions.  In  May,  1S56,  he  was  President  of  the 
First  State  Republican  Convention  that  assembled  after  the 
National  organization  ; was  a Delegate  from  Pennsylvania 
to  the  National  Republican  Convention  which  assembled  at 
Philadelphia  two  days  after  the  State  Convention;  was 
Chairman  of  the  State  Delegation  in  that  Convention  ; and, 
at  the  request  of  the  Illinois  Delegation,  nominated  Abraham 
Lincoln  as  a candidate  for  Vice-President.  In  i860,  he  was 
elected  a Delegate  to  the  National  Republican  Convention 
which  met  at  Chicago,  and  was  instructed  to  vote  for  the 
late  W.  II.  Seward.  In  1S57,  he  entered  into  the  lumber 
business,  at  Keokuk,  Iowa,  but  the  financial  collapse  of  that 
year  greatly  depressed  Western  activity,  and  lumbering 


proved  to  be  an  unprofitable  enterprise.  Before  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  war  he  returned  to  Pennsylvania,  and 
November  1st,  1S61,  entered  the  United  States  service  as  a 
Paymaster,  serving  with  fidelity  and  acceptability  until  the 
close  of  the  Rebellion.  During  that  time  he  received  and 
paid  out  some  millions  of  dollars,  and  was  among  the  first 
paymasters  who  settled  and  closed  their  accounts,  thereby 
relieving  their  bondsmen  from  all  accountability.  After 
leaving  the  army  he  resided  for  a time  upon  a farm  in 
Mercer  county,  Pennsylvania;  and,  during  the  campaign 
of  1 868,  was  noted  as  an  energetic  and  talented  leader, 
addressing  a great  number  of  Republican  meetings  and 
conventions,  and  laboring  earnestly  for  the  public  welfare. 
On  April  1st,  1869,  he  was  appointed  by  President  Grant, 
Register  of  the  United  States  Treasury,  and  still  continues 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  that  honorable  and  responsible 
office.  lie  is  possessed  of  many  and  varied  scholarly  attain- 
ments ; is  a fluent  and  forcible  speaker;  and  is  one  of  the 
most  valued  supporters  of  that  party  in  whose  origination 
and  successful  establishment  he  was  a prime  and  indefatig- 
able mover.  lie  was  married,  in  March,  1S36,  to  L.  A. 
Adams,  eldest  daughter  of  the  late  Dr.  Milo  Adams. 


ELSII,  CAPTAIN  JOHN  II.,  was  born  in  the 
county  Tipperary,  Ireland,  December,  1S39.  He 
came  to  America  with  his  parents,  in  1S48,  and 
settled  in  Erie,  Pennsylvania.  After  obtaining 
an  education  in  the  public  schools  of  that  city,  he 
entered  the  Commercial  Marine  of  the  Lakes, 
serving  in  almost  every  capacity  from  cabin-boy  to  com- 
mander. When  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  broke  out  in  1861, 
he  enlisted  as  a sailor  in  the  United  States  Navy,  but  his 
perfect  knowledge  of  seamanship  soon  engaged  the  attention 
of  his  superiors,  and  insured  him  rapid  promotion,  lie 
served  principally  in  the  Mississippi  squadron,  participating 
in  many  of  the  hardest-fought  naval  battles  of  the  war.  In 
the  summer  of  1864,  the  United  States  gunboat  “ yndine” 
was  sunk  at  Clifton,  Tennessee,  and  although  the  vessel  was 
surrounded  by  a force  of  rebels  outnumbering  her  crew  six 
to  one,  through  his  untiring  energy  and  skill  she  was  saved 
from  being  a total  loss.  For  this  gallant  service  he  was 
immediately  promoted  from  Acting  Ensign  to  Master.  After 
the  loss  of  the  “ Undine,”  at  Paris  Landing,  in  one  of  the 
most  desperate  naval  engagements  of  the  war,  he  was 
ordered  to  the  iron-clad  “ Cincinnati,”  and  from  that  vessel 
to  the  flag  ship  “ Lafayette,”  and  forced  to  part  from  a crew 
with  whom  he  had  seen  the  hardest  service  for  two  years, 
and  by  whom  he  was  greatly  beloved.  When  the  gunboat 
“ Mist  ” was  commissioned,  he  was  ordered  to  command 
her,  which  position  he  held  until  the  close  of  the  war,  and 
was  discharged  December  loth,  1865.  After  the  war  he 
was  mainly  instrumental  in  organizing  the  United  States 
Naval  Union,  a league  something  similar  to  the  Grand 
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Army  of  the  Republic.  He  engaged  fora  while  in  business 
in  the  Oil  Region,  and  then  again  returned  to  Erie  and 
established  himself  in  the  wholesale  liquor  trade,  dealing 
largely  in  the  native  wines  of  the  Lake  Shore.  He  is  a sell- 
made  man  in  the  best  sense  of  the  word,  having  pursued  his 
studies  when  a boy  under  the  discouraging  restraints  of 
poverty,  and  having  since  advanced  upon  his  merits.  In 
1S74,  he  was  elected  School  Director,  receiving  557  of  the 
569  votes  cast,  there  being  two  other  candidates  in  the  field. 
In  the  same  year  he  was  independent  candidate  for  Assem- 
bly. In  1S60,  he  married  Mary  Sheahan,  of  Rochester, 
New  York. 

<2c  O 

/ (j/f  ACK,  LOUIS,  D.  D.  S.,  Dentist,  was  born  in 
JJ,  J Germantown,  March  26th,  1S32,  his  parents  being 
C;  I Josiah  Jack  and  Elizabeth  (Foster)  Jack.  When 
>.  live  years  old  he  was  taken  by  his  parents  to 

Beaver,  Pennsylvania,  where  lie  received  his  pre- 
liminary education,  consisting  of  the  ordinary 
elementary  instruction  of  the  public  schools,  and  a mathe- 
matical course  in  the  county  academy.  At  the  age  of  nine- 
teen he  removed  to  Philadelphia,  in  order  to  study  dental 
surgery.  Here  he  became  one  of  the  first  matriculants  of 
the  old  Philadelphia-  College  of  Dental  Surgery  at  its  first 
session  in  1S52,  graduating  from  thence  in  1S54,  and  was 
appointed  Demonstrator  of  Operative  Dental  Surgery  in  the 
college  in  1S55,  which  position  he  resigned  in  1S58.  He 
has,  during  the  course  of  his  experience,  contributed  a 
number  of  essays  to  the  Dental  News  Letter,  and  Dental 
Cosmos,  and  has  invented  a number  of  useful  instruments 
and  appliances.  His  most  important  essay  is,  'Die  Conserv- 
ative Treatment  oj  the  Dental  Pulp. 


TEWART,  JAMES  I..,  Physician  and  Surgeon, 
son  of  William  Stewart  and  Mary  Reid,  was 
born  in  Westmoreland  county,  Pennsylvania, 
August  1st,  1S25.  lie  received  his  preparatory 
education  at  a private  school  in  Pittsburgh,  and 
graduated  from  the  University  of  Pennsylvania 
in  184.8,  immediately  thereafter  commencing  the  practice 
of  his  profession  at  Waterford,  Erie  county.  In  1S50,  he 
removed  to  the  city  of  Erie,  where  he  has  had  a very 
successful  career.  During  the  war  he  was  Surgeon  to  the 
3d  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  and  in  general  service. 
He  has  been  several  times  President  of  the  Erie  County 
Medical  Society,  and,  in  1S6S,  was  Vice-President  of  the 
Stale  Medical  Society.  lie  has  been  for  several  years, 
during  his  residence  in  Erie,  a member  of  the  Board  of 
School  Directors,  and  for  over  eighteen  years  Physician  to 
the  County  Jail.  Delias  been  President  of  the  Board  of 
Pensions  for  the  Department  of  Erie,  and  Examining 
Surgeon;  also  President  of  the  Erie  County  Savings  Bank, 


and  of  the  Erie  Transfer  Company.  He  has  performed  a 
number  of  surgical  operations  that  render  him  prominent  in 
that  department  of  science.  In  the  year  1849,  he  married 
Anna  D.  Bartholomew,  of  Philadelphia.  Their  only  son, 
Lieutenant  Reid  T.  Stewart,  was  born  in  Erie,  April  20th, 
1850.  I11  June,  1S67,  he  graduated  from  the  Philadelphia 

High  School,  at  the  head  of  a class  of  seventeen,  taking  the 
degree  of  A.  B.  Appointed  to  the  United  States  Military 
Academy  from  the  district  of  Erie,  lie  stood  number  eight 
in  a class  of  forty-three,  graduating  in  1871,  and  was 
assigned  to  Company  1-’,  5th  Regiment,  United  States' 
Cavalry,  stationed  in  Arizona  Territory.  On  the  27th  of 
August,  1872,  while  on  his  w ay  from  his  station  at  Camp 
Crittenden  to  the  military  post  at  Tucson,  to  attend  a court- 
martial  of  which  he  had  been  appointed  Judge-Advocate, 
he  was  waylaid  by  a band  of  Apache  Indians,  and,  together 
with  the  United  States  Mail  Agent  who  accompanied  him, 
murdered  in  Davidson’s  Canon.  His  body  was  recovered 
and  buried  on  the  following  day  at  Fort  Tucson.  The 
remains  were  subsequently  removed  under  escort  to  the 
house  of  his  parents,  at  Erie,  and  interred  with  great  honors. 
He  was  a young  man  of  unusual  promise.  A true  Christian, 
a modest  scholar  and  a brave  soldier,  he  seemed  destined  to 
realize  every  noble  ambition.  The  June  previous  to  his 
death,  the  Philadelphia  High  School  conferred  upon  him 
the  additional  degree  of  A.  M. 


AWLE,  IIQN.  HENRY,  Mayor  of  Erie,  was  born 
at  Freedom  Iron-Works,  Mi  111  in  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, August  2 1 st,  1833.  He  is  a descendant 
of  the  honorable  old  family  of  his  name  who 
settled  in  Philadelphia  in  1686,  and  from  which 
have  sprung  several  of  the  most  eminent  jurists 
who  have  graced  the  bar  of  that  city.  His  grandfather, 
William  Rawle,  was  United  States  Attorney  for  the  District 
of  Pennsylvania,  under  the  administration  of  President 
Washington,  and  the  author  of  A Treatise  on  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  and  other  works.  1 1 is  uncle, 
William  Rawle,  Jr.,  was  also  a lawyer  of  eminent  attain- 
ments, and  the  author  of  Pati'/e' s Deports.  1 1 is  father, 
Francis  W.  Rawle,  was  in  early  life  one  of  the  Associate 
Judges  for  Clearfield  county.  1 1 is  mother  was  Louisa  Hall, 
daughter  of  Charles  Hall,  of  Northumberland  county,  an 
attorney-at-law,  and  a granddaughter  of  Robert  Coleman, 
of  Lancaster.  He  finished  his  education  at  Professor 
Balmar’s  school,  in  West  Chester,  and  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen joined  the  Engineer  Corps  in  the  construction  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Central  Railroad.  Afterwards  he  became 
Principal  Assistant  Engineer  on  the  western  division  of  the 
Philadelphia  and  Erie  Railway,  and  after  its  completion 
from  Erie  to  Warren,  in  1.859,  embarked  in  the  production 
of  pig-iron,  at  Sharon,  in  Mercer  county,  from  Lake 
Superior  ore.  Tn  1S60,  he  married  Harriet  G.,  daughter 
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of  General  Charles  M.  Reed,  of  Erie,  and  in  1862  took  up 
his  residence  in  that  city,  where  he  engaged  largely  in  the 
shipment  of  coal,  still  continuing  the  iron  business  in 
Mercer  county.  Since  his  residence  in  Erie  he  has  been  a 
leader  in  establishing  several  of  her  most  flourishing  and 
important  branches  of  industry.  In  1S69,  the  firm  of 
Rawle,  Noble  & Co.  started  the  Erie  Blast  Furnace,  which 
possesses  great  advantages  for  the  production  of  pig-iron 
from  Lake  Superior  ore;  and  in  1S72  procured  the  associa- 
li  an  of  capital  in  starting  the  Erie  Rolling  Mill  Company, 
of  which  its  senior  member  is  President.  In  municipal 
affairs  he  has  necessarily  been  somewhat  prominent;  though 
generally  eschewing  politics,  he  consented,  in  1S74,  to  stand 
for  the  office  of  Mayor,  and  was  elected  by  an  overwhelm- 
ing majority.  1 1 is  wife  died  in  1S69,  leaving  him  two 
daughters. 
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^ E ARSON,  GENERAL  ALFRED  L.,  Lawyer, 
was  born  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  December 
aStli,  1S36.  1 1 is  family  was  among  the  earliest 

of  those  who  first  settled  in  the  county  of  Al- 
legheny, Pennsylvania,  and  its  members  were 
ranked  with  the  most  prominent  and  influential 
citizens  of  that  region ; his  father,  John  Pearson,  was  a 
talented  and  estimable  man,  and  one  who  possessed  the 
entire  respect  and  esteem  of  a wide  circle  of  friends  and 
acquaintances.  After  acquiring  a preliminary  school  edu- 
cation, the  tastes  and  inclination  of  Alfred  L.  led  him  to 
select  the  law  as  his  profession  ; accordingly  he  pursued  the 
usual  course  of  legal  studies  under  the  able  instruction 
of  E.  R.  Jones,  and  upon  its  completion  was  admitted  to 
the  bar,  in  1S61.  The  subsequent  outbreak  of  the  Rebel- 
lion, however,  interfered  materially  with  his  original  projects 
and  intentions,  and,  actuated  by  an  ardent  desire  to  aid  in 
sustaining  the  integrity  of  the  Union,  he  decided  to  abandon 
temporarily  the  practice  of  his  profession  and  proffer  his 
services  to  the  Government  as  a volunteer.  The  first  po- 
sition of  note  which  was  subsequently  held  by  him  was 
that  of  Captain  in  Company  A of  the  155th  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers;  to  this  he  was  appointed  August  22d,  1S62. 
Thenceforward  his  continuous  and  rapid  progress  upward 


testifies  abundantly  to  his  merits  and  abilities  as  a soldier 
and  leader.  December  31st  of  the  same  year  he  assumed  a 
still  higher  grade,  that  of  Major,  and  on  the  22d  of  July, 
1S63,  received  his  commission  as  Lieutenant-Colonel.  On 
the  31st  of  the  following  month  he  was  again  promoted,  on 
this  occasion  to  the  position  of  Colonel.  In  that  capacity 
he  served  for  a period  of  thirteen  months,  when,  September 
30th,  1S64,  he  was  appointed  Brigadier-General  by  brevet. 
Sis  months  subsequently,  on  the  1st  of  March,  1S65,  in 
consideration  of  gallant  and  meritorious  services  performed 
at  Lewis’s  Farm  in  Virginia,  he  received  an  appointment 
as  Brevet  Major-General.  Throughout  the  w ar  he  partici- 
pated personally  and  actively  in  all  the  movements  and 


operations  of  his  regiment,  commanding  as  Brevet  Brigadier- 
General  the  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  Fifth  Corps, 
lie  was  afterward  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  First 
Brigade,  l'irst  Division,  Fifth  Corps,  consisting  of  troops 
from  the  States  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  York.  The  latter 
detachment  he  commanded  until  mustered  out,  at  the  ter- 
mination of  the  conflict,  and  in  no  instance  was  absent  in 
any  of  the  numerous  engagements  in  which  it  was  a par- 
ticipant. After  deporting  himself  as  an  efficient,  zealous 
and  intrepid  soldier  until  the  final  cessation  of  hostilities, 
he  was  mustered  out  of  the  United  States  service,  June  2d, 
1865,  leaving  an  honorable  record.  About  five  years  later, 
on  March  29th,  1S70,  he  was  appointed  Major-General  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Slate  Guards,  in  command  of  the  Sixth 
Division  (formerly  the  Eighteenth  Division),  and  received 
his  commission  at  the  same  date.  Prior  to  this  event  he 
had  served  in  Pittsburgh  for  three  years  as  Distiict  At- 
torney, having  been  elected  in  October,  186S;  to  the  many 
requirements  of  this  position  he  brought  the  same  devotion 
and  ability  which  had  marked  his  conduct  in  the  field,  and 
throughout  the  term  gave  entire  satisfaction  to  all  interested 
in  his  administration.  In  October,  1871,110  was  elected 
from  the  Fifteenth  Ward  to  the  Select  Council  for  two 
years,  and  during  his  tenure  of  office  labored  wisely  and 
effectively  for  the  welfare  of  his  constituents  and  fellow- 
citizens. 
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ROWN,  I ION.  RASSELAS,  Lawyer  and  Judge, 
was  born  in  Brownville,  Jefferson  county,  New 
York,  September  ioth,  1S12.  1 1 is  father,  George 
Brown,  who  served  in  the  War  of  1812,  was  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania  ; his  mother,  Temperance, 
was  a native  of  Connecticut.  1 1 is  early  educa- 
tion he  received  at  the  common  schools  of  his  neighbor- 
hood ; the  cultivation  of  his  riper  years  was  acquired  at  the 
academies  in  Belleville,  Jefferson  county,  and  in  Waterford, 
lie  entered  Union  College  in  1834,  and  graduated  with 
honor  from  that  institution  in  1S36.  After  having  com- 
pleted his  education  he  removed  to  Warren,  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  assumed  charge  of  the  Warren  Academy,  and 
held  the  position  of  Principal  for  nearly  three  years.  While 
engaged  in  teaching  he  industriously  employed  his  leisure 
time  in  the  study  of  law  : at  first  under  the  able  tuition  of 
the  II011.  Lansing  Wetmore,  and  afterwards  with  Struthers 
& Johnson.  Having  completed  the  prescribed  course,  he 
passed  a most  creditable  examination  and  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  June,  1840.  He  immediately  commenced  the 
practice  of  his  profession,  and  in  his  attention  to  business 
has  ever  since  been  unremitting.  1 1 is  superior  education, 
added  to  great  natural  ability,  w ith  a reputation  for  industry 
and  integrity  which  early  in  life  distinguished  him,  caused 
his  services  to  be  in  demand,  and  in  a short  time  he  built 
up  a large  and  lucrative  practice  which  has  been  steadily 
increasing  during  fifteen  years,  until  his  connections  are 
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extended  over  the  entire  State.  In  1845,  he  "'as  elected  to 
represent  his  fellow-citizens  of  Warren  county  in  the  State 
Legislature.  In  1S57,  he  was  appointed  a member  of  the 
Board  of  Revenue  Commissioners  from  his  district.  In 
1S60,  he  was  honored  by  the  commission  of  President  Judge 
of  the  Sixth  Judicial  District.  In  1872,  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  Pennsylvania. 
In  all  these  positions  he  gave  evidence  of  pure  patriotism, 
great  mental  ability  and  wise  practical  qualifications.  In 
185s,  he  was  commissioned  as  a Brigadier-General  of 
Militia,  and  served  in  that  capacity  for  several  years,  lie 
L connected  with  the  Dunkirk  & Warren  and  Warren  & 
Venango  Railroads  as  stockholder  and  Director;  is  a stock- 
holder and  Director  of  the  First  National  Bank  and  a 
stockholder  and  Counsel  for  the  Warren  Savings  Bank, 
lie  has  been  employed  for  many  years  as  Counsel  for  the 
Borough  of  Warren  and  also  for  many  of  the  leading  cor- 
porations throughout  the  State.  He  was  married  in  Janu- 
ary, tSql,  to  Elizabeth  Sill,  of  Warren.  1 1 is  record  as  a 
judge,  a lawyer,  a politician  or  a citizen  is  unassailable. 
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-fp ill  ACBITT>  IION-  ELIJAH,  Lawyer  and  Legis- 
lator, was  born  in  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  in 
1795.  1 1 is  father,  before  the  Revolutionary 

War,  was  engaged  in  the  command  of  merchant 
vessels  mainly  in  the  West  India  trade.  After 
the  commencement  of  that  war,  which  for  a 
time  destroyed  his  business,  he  served  as  a Lieutenant  in 
the  Continental  Army,  and  at  its  close  resumed  his  former 
occupation.  Some  time  afterwards  he  removed  to  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  was  there  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  till  his  decease,  in  1S09.  1 1 is  son,  Elijah  Babbitt, 

became  a resident  of  Pennsylvania  in  1816;  and  in  1S22, 
with  a good  academic  education,, entered  upon  the  study 
of  the  law  at  Milton,  in  Northumberland  county,  in  the 
office  of  Samuel  Hepburn,  then  a distinguished  lawyer  in 
large  practice  in  that  part  of  the  State,  lie  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  Northumberland  county  in  1824,  and  com- 
menced practice  there.  He  removed  to  Erie,  Pennsylvania, 
in  1826,  where  he  has  ever  since  been  laboring  in  his  pro- 
fession, having  thus  been  through  half  a century  engaged 
in  legal  practice.  On  November  28th,  1827,  lie  w 
married  to  Caroline  Elizabeth  Kelso,  daughter  of  John 
Kelso  (deceased),  one  of  Erie’s  first  and  most  esteemed 
pioneers.  She  is  still  living.  He  was  during  many  years 
a Trustee  of  the  Erie  Academy  and  Attorney  for  the 
Borough  and  City  of  Erie;  and  in  1S34-35  Deputy  Attor- 
ney-General for  the  Commonwealth.  lie  was  a member 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Pennsylvania  in  1S36- 
’37,  and  a member  of  the  Senate  from  1S43  to  1846.  In 
1S5S,  he  was  elected  to  represent  the  Twenty-fifth  Con- 
gressional District  of  Pennsylvania,  composed  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Erie  and  Crawford,  in  the  Congress  of  llie  United 


States.  He  was  re-elected  to  the  same  office  in  i860,  his 
last  term  , ending  March  4th,  1S63.  During  his  Congres- 
sional terms  he  served  on  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions,  the  Committee  on  Revision  and  Unfinished 
Business,  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  the  Special 
Committee  on  Defences  aiul  Fortification  of  the  Great 
Lakes  and  Rivers.  It  was  his  fortune  to  have  been  a 
member  of  Congress  at  the  commencement  and  during  the 
most  critical  period  of  our  great  war  for  national  existence; 
and  his  record  shows  him  constant  in  support  of  all 
measures  and  expenditures  designed  for  the  replenishing 
and  supporting  of  our  armies  and  crushing  the  great  Rebel- 
lion. lie  was  among  the  first  to  advocate  on  the  floor  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  the  immediate  emancipation 
of  slaves  and  their  employment  as  soldiers  in  the  army  of 
the  United  States.  In  all  things  outside  of  measures  for 
suppressing  the  Rebellion  lie  appears  to  have  been  a strict 
economist,  voting  for  the  abolition  of  the  Franking  Privi- 
lege, against  the  increase  of  any  civil  expenditures,  and 
favoring  a strict  accountability  by  all  public  oflicers.  In 
1S74,  he  still  lives  in  the  enjoyment  of  good  health  and 
conducts  a considerable  legal  practice  for  old  clients  whose 


business  has  long  been  in  his  hands  and  who  refuse  to 
engage  other  counsel. 
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ILGORE,  COLONEL  SAMUEL,  Treasurer  of 
Allegheny  county,  Pennsylvania,  was  born  in 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  March  15th,  1S42,  and 
on  both  the  paternal  and  maternal  sides  is  of- 
Irish  extraction.  1 1 is  education  was  acquired  in 
the  common  schools  of  his  native  city,  and  in 
1S55  he  removed  thence  to  Athens  county,  Ohio,  lie  re- 
mained there  for  three  years,  and  at  the  expiration  of  that 
time  returned,  in  1858,10  Pittsburgh,  lie  was  then  em- 
ployed at  the  City  Water  Works  until  the  breaking  out  of 
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the  Rebellion,  when  he  abandoned  his  occupation  to  assist 
his  country.  After  raising  and  organizing  a company  of 
volunteers  in  August,  1S62,  he  was  mustered  into  service  as 
First  Lieutenant,  Company  D,  of  the  1 5 5'L  BegimentJ 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  December  15th,  1862,  he  was 
promoted  to  a Captaincy;  and,  March  13th,  1S65,  for  gal- 
lant and  meritorious  conduct  at  the  battle  of  l’ceble’s  Farm, 
Virginia,  was  appointed  Major  by  brevet.  During  the 
progress  of  the  war  he  participated  actively  in  the  following 
engagements,  and  upon  all  occasions  evinced  commendable 
prudence,  bravery  and  ability:  Antietam,  Fredericksburg, 
Chancel  lorsville,  Gettysburg,  Bristow  Station,  Rappahan- 
nock Station,  Mine  Run,  the  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania, 
North  Anna,  Tolopotomy,  Bethesda  Church,  Cold  Harbor, 
Petersburg,  Weldon  Railroad,  Poplar  Grove  Church  and 
Pceble’s  Farm;  taking  part,  moreover,  in  various  other 
forays  and  skirmishes.  March  14th,  1865,  he  was  dis- 
charged from  the  service  on  account  of  disability,  arising 
from  severe  wounds  received  during  the  action  at  Pceble’s 
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Farm,  Virginia.  From  January,  lS66,  until  the  termination 
of  i S 7 1 , lie  was  l>y  consecutive  elections  Superintendent 
of  the  Pittsburgh  Markets.  February  22d,  1S70,  lie  was 
appointed  Captain  of  Company  1!,  of  the  14th  Regiment  of 
National  Guards  of  Pennsylvania  (Zouaves);  August  15th, 
1870,  he  was  promoted  to  the  vacant  position  of  Major; 
and,  January  3d,  1871,  was  promoted  to  a Colonelcy,  re- 
ceiving his  commission  at  the  same  date.  In  October,  1871, 
he  was  elected  Treasurer  of  Allegheny  county,  and  in 
October,  1S73,  was  again  elected.  April  201I1,  1872,  he 
resigned  his  Colonel’s  commission,  desiring  to  devote  him- 
self entirely  to  the  cares  and  responsibilities  attached  to  the 
official  position  which  he  now  holds  with  such  marked 
acceptance,  lie  was  married,  March  14th,  1S68,  to  Sarah 
M.  Giles,  daughter  of  Dr.  W.  P.  Giles,  a well-known  and 
highly  respected  practitioner  of  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania. 


SARPER,  MAJOR  ALBERT  METCALF,  was 
born  at  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  April  22d, 
1S43.  He  was  the  second  son  of  John  Harper, 
President  of  the  Bank  of  Pittsburgh,  and  Lydia 
(Electa)  Metcalf,  of  Pittsburgh.  Having  received 
a liberal  education  in  his  native  city,  he  went  to 
pursue  his  scientific  studies  at  the  Rensselaer  Polytechnic 
Institute,  New  York,  in  iS6i-’62.  Here  he  made  rapid 
progress  and  attained  a high  position  in  1 1 is  class.  He  re- 
ceived many  marks  of  respect  and  popular  favor  from  his 
fellow-students,  and  was  the  first  elected  to  the  office  of 
Grand  Marshal,  the  duties  of  which  position  he  performed 
with  acceptance  to  all  and  credit  to  himself.  When  the  war 
broke  out,  he  was  among  the  first  to  volunteer  his  services; 
and  on  August  25th,  1S62,  was  appointed  by  the  Governor 
first  Adjutant  of  the  139th  Regiment  of  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers. A modest,  boyish  young  fellow,  he  seemed  to 
some  of  the  rude  men  that  surrounded  him  almost  too  cor- 
rect in  his  deportment,  loo  abstemious  in  his  habits,  and  too 
delicately  nurtured  to  endure  the  roughness  and  brave  the 
dangers  of  a soldier’s  life.  But  when  the  trial  came,  no  one 
was  more  prompt  to  the  call  of  duty;  no  one  showed  more 
endurance  on  the  long  march,  or  in  the  shivering  bivouac 
than  he;  no  one  more  freely  exposed  his  breast  to  the  rebel 
bullets;  and  the  ringing  echoes  of  his  cheerful  young  voice, 
as  he  led  his  men  to  the  front,  will  long  linger  in  the 
memories  of  his  comrades.  Through  many  encounters  he 
passed  scalhless ; but  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  May 
5th,  1S64,  he  was  severely  wounded,  and  in  September  of 
the  same  year  was  honorably  discharged.  His  military 
ardor,  however,  not  being  cooled,  lie  was  appointed  by  the 
President  Assistant  Adjutant-General  of  the  United  States 
Volunteers,  with  the  rank  of  Captain,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate,  August  17th,  iSfiq.  In 
May,  1865,  the  President  Conferred  upon  him  the  rank  of 
Major  by  brevet,  for  faithful  and  meritorious  services.  At 
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his  own  request,  the  war  being  then  over,  lie  was  honorably 
mustered  out  of  the  service,  June  271I1,  1865.  Returning 
to  his  home,  he  was  received  with  mingled  affection  and 
pride;  for  during  his  campaigns  he  not  only  had  won 
golden  opinions  by  his'  bravery  and  soldier-like  qualities, 
but  also  by  his  mild  and  temperate  disposition.  He  was 
throughout  temperate,  virtuous,  pure,  falling  into  none  of 
the  gross  vices  which  too  often  stain  the  soldier’s  life.  Hav- 
ing faithfully  and  honorably  served  his  country,  his  predi- 
lections for  scientific  pursuits  soon  manifested  themselves, 
and  in  September,  1S65,  he  recommenced  his  studies  at  the 
Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute,  where  he  graduated  with 
the  degree  of  Civil  Engineer,  July  2d,  1S67.  Subsequently, 
he  devoted  nearly  a year  to  the  further  study  of  analytical 
chemistry,  which  no  doubt  aided  him  in  the  management 
of  a large  oil  refinery  which  he  undertook  soon  after  return- 
ing from  the  Institute.  In  October,  1S69,  he  entered  as  a 
partner  the  firm  of  Dilworth,  Harper  & Co.  Here  he  brought 
the  same  earnestness  anil  ability  that  had  characterized  him 
as  a soldier  and  scholar.  Ilis  business  career  was  brief; 
on  the  10th  of  December,  1871,  he  was  taken  with  typhoid 
fever,  and  died  after  an  illness  of  four  weeks.  Numerous 
tributes  were  paid  to  his  memory.  The  officers  and  mem- 
bers of  the  139th  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  unani- 
mously passed  a resolution  in  which  they  recorded  their 
hearty  testimony  to  the  brave  and  soldierly  qualities  of  one 
who  through  trying  scenes  bore  himself  as  an  intrepid 
soldier,  an  ardent  and  zealous  patriot,  and  a gentleman  in 
the  truest  sense  of  the  word,  and  declared  : That  in  the 
death  of  their  late  comrade  they  had  sustained  a shock  to 
many  pleasant  and  fraternal  lies;  his  country  had  lost  a 
true  patriot,  society  the  pattern  of  a perfect  gentleman  and 
citizen,  and  his  family  an  affectionate  son  and  brother. 
The  Pittsburgh  daily  papers  with  one  accord  te  tilled  grace- 
fully to  his  good  qualities.  He  was  unmarried.  In  1874, 
the  Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute,  New  York,  where  he 
graduated,  had  a magnificent  memorial  window  erected  to 
his  memory  in  the  library  of  the  institution,  on  which  are 
inscribed  the  various  battles  he  was  engaged  in  during  the 
war,  and  the  badges  of  literary  societies  and  army  corjis, 
etc.,  to  which  lie  belonged. 
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LARK,  THOMAS,  Author  and  Editor,  was  born 
Pennsylvania,  September  2S1I1, 
Educated  for  the  priesthood  at  the  Callio- 
Baltimore,  but  declining  to  take 
orders,  lie  entered  the  army  in  1813,  as  Captain 
^ of  United  States  Engineers.  He  was  engaged 
during  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain  in  constructing 
the  defences  on  the  Delaware  river.  On  leaving  the  army, 
at  the  close  of  the  war,  he  devoted  himself  to  literature  and 
mathematics.  1 1 is  History  of  the  Xavy  of  the  United  Suites, 
a work  highly  commended  by  the  elder  Adams  and  Jefferson, 


I ,11  . i J3t  ' '.tf'r.li  w .'1  . I lirttfe  < ! I JjM'  i •> 

-qs-  : 1 ■ in  : <j>  ’(!  ni  rt: 


i ( IwmiMiiih'  f uil  mti i hnu  " . 

lM  1- *i  v 1 ' Hi' 


- . ;i  iA'AJi'  • r if  ■ a.  ,-r.)r jjr  i j , 


it]  ,-ivw  !)il  ,\S>  'VMS. . rfii! 

I line , • i/V-‘  'r.n  . 

...  . )•  : ii  ..!  . f i . ru.ftir  ■ ■ mi  ,ii) 

>1  (HtUtSl  *;«  ilivi/i’ . 


■ on  , ....ii 


i j iiirf  m Wifiirih  j • 
II  i .1  J I Ilf  i<>  : • ')  v! 

I . kJ  • i : i.  ■ ,i  in  <,  v n • i- 


594 


BIOGRAPHICAL  ENCYCLOPAEDIA. 


and  his  Ctcsar’s  Commentaries,  with  English  Notes,  were 
published  in  I S 1 4.  lie  became  Editor  for  the  Association 

of  Philadelphia  Booksellers  for  the  Publication  of  the  Latin 
and  Greek  Classics.  lie  published  his  Practical  ami  Pro- 
gressive Latin  Grammar  in  1859,  likewise  various  inter- 
linear translations  of  the  Latin  and  Greek  Classics,  lie 
died  in  Philadelphia,  April  28th,  i860.  lie  never  married. 
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EARSON,  ROBERT  WEST,  D.  D.,  Clergyman, 
was  born  in  Manchester,  England,  in  1839.  1 1 is 

education  was  acquired  chiefly  at  Owen’s  Col- 
lege of  the  University  of  London.  In  1866,  he 
left  his  native  country  and  embarked  for  the 
United  States,  arriving  in  Massachusetts  in  1S66. 
In  the  following  year  he  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the 
Supreme  Court ; and,  subsequently,  was  actively  occupied 
in  the  pursuit  of  his  profession  in  both  Massachusetts  and 
Montreal,  Canada.  lie  was  thus  engaged  until  called  to 
the  ministry  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  the  last-named  city, 
where  he  was  ordained  in  1S69.  He  was  afterward,  from 
1S70  until  1S73,  Pastor  of  the  First' Baptist  Church  of 
Lafayette,  and  also  acted  as  President  of  the  Franklin  Col- 
lege. In  1873,  as  a mark  of  recognition  and  grateful  ac- 
knowledgment for  valuable  services  rendeyed,  that  institu- 
tion conferred  upon  him  the  honorary  degree  of  D.  D.  At 
the  present  time  he  is  the  esteemed  Pastor  of  the  Fourth 
Avenue  Baptist  Church  of  Pittsburgh,  where  he  officiates 
with  marked  zeal,  industry  and  ability.  A man  of  refined 
culture,  and  possessing  a clear,  acute  and  vigorous  intellect, 
his  various  literary  essays  have  won  him  considerable  repu- 
tation, and  elicited  much  comment  from  the  local  and 
general  press.  His  volume  of  Sermons  recently  published 
contains  many  wholesome  truths  arrayed  in  scholarly  and 
impressive  language,  while  his  papers  on  Chemical  Analysis 
evince  a thorough  acquaintance  with  the  principles  and 
details  involved  in  that  subject. 


$c 
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(MILE,  HON.  ORANGE,  Farmer  and  Oil  Ope- 
rator, was  born  in  Washington  county,  New  York, 
April  27th,  1 S 1 7.  1 1 is  father  was  a farmer 

humble  circumstances,  and  he  followed  the  same 
pursuit  himself  up  to  the  age  of  thirty-five,  com- 
bining with  it  the  business  of  cattle  dealer  and 
general  speculator  in  live  stock.  In  1S52,  he  removed  with 
his  family  to  Randolph,  Crawford  county,  Pennsylvania, 
wile  re  he  purchased  and  cultivated  a large  tract  of  land, 
and  three  years  later,  in  company  with  lion.  George  Ik 
Delomater,  engaged  in  mercantile  and  manufacturing 
business,  which  was  continued  till  1863.  The  partners  em- 
barked in  the  oil  business  soon  after  the  first  development 
of  petroleum  in  1859,  and,  on  May  27th,  1S63,  struck  the 


world-renowned  “Noble  well,”  probably  the  largest  that 
has  ever  been  struck.  It  flowed  at  first  for  many  weeks  at 
the  rate  of  3000  barrels  a day,  and  its  entire  production,  as 
shown  by  the  books  of  the  company,  was  480,000  barrels. 
In  1864,  he  removed  to  Erie,  where,  in  the  following  year, 
he  established  the  Keystone  National  Bank.  He  was  elected 
Mayor  of  the  city,  in  186S,  and  filled  the  office  for  four 
successive  terms,  being  elected  three  times  almost  without 
opposition.  Under  his  administration  the  City  Water- Works 
were  erected,  at  a cost  of  $800,000.  1 1 is  name  has  been 

connected  with  nearly  every  project  of  local  enterprise  since 
his  residence  in  Erie,  and  many  of  her  most  flourishing  in- 
dustries owe  their  establishment  to  him.  He  is  a Director 
in  the  Dime  Savings  Bank,  the  Second  National  Bank  of 
Erie,  and  the  Foxbury  and  St.  Petersburg  Savings  Banks 
in  Clarion  county.  He  was  the  projector  and  half  owner 
of  the  first  elevator  in  Erie,  and  is  largely  interested  in 
“the  Bay  State  Iron  Works,”  “the  Erie  Paper  Mill,”  and 
the  blast  furnace  of  Rawle,  Noble  & Co.  He  is  President 
of  the  Alps  Insurance  Company,  and  of  the  Erie  Street 
Railway  Company.  lie  is,  in  the  strictest  sense  of  the  ex- 
pression, a self-made  man.  Starting  in  life  with  nothing 
but  his  two  honest  hands,  and  having  enjoyed  onlv  the  most 
meagre  opportunities  for  an  education,  he  has  acquired  a 
large  fortune  and  attained  a most  respectable  position  in  a 
very  intelligent  community.  It  redounds  to  his  credit  and 
characterizes  the  spirit  of  the  man  to  remark  that  he  got 
the  principal  part  of  his  education  by  doing  chores  for  his 
board  while  attending  the  winter  term  of  the  academy  in 
his  native  county.  At  the  age  of  twenty-three  he  married 
Minerva  Reed,  of  North  Granville,  Washington  county, 
New  York,  by  whom  he  has  had  six  children,  two  of  w hom 
only  are  living,  Theodore  F.  Noble  and  George  Henry 
Noble,  residing  in  Erie. 

J'l^ILL,  IION.  THOMAS  II.,  Lawyer,  Legislator 
and  Banker,  son  of  Captain  Richard  Sill,  who 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  was  born  at 
Windsor,  Connecticut,  October  nth,  1783.  He 
graduated  from  Brown  University,  Rhode  Island, 
^ in  1S04,  and  after  studying  law  with  the  lion. 
Jacob  Burnett,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  began  the  practice  of 
his  profession  at  Lebanon,  in  that  State,  in  the  year  1809. 
The  failure  of  his  health  soon  induced  him  to  relinquish 
business  for  a time,  and  after  travelling  for  a year  he  re- 
sumed the  practice  of  law  at  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
remained  till  death.  From  1S16  till  1S18,  lie  was  Deputy 
United  Slates  Marshal  for  the  District,  and,  in  1S19,  I )c- 
puty  Attorney-General  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  open- 
ing the  first  court  in  Warren  county.  In  1823,  he  was 
elected  to  the  lower  branch  of  the  State  Legislature,  and, 
in  1826,  succeeded  the  lion.  Patrick  Farrelly  in  Congress. 
In  1S2S,  he  was  re-elected,  being  the  only  anti-Jackson 
member  from  his  State,  which  shows  the  extent  of  his  per- 
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sonal  influence  with  his  constituency,  lie  declined  nomi- 
nation for  the  following  term,  and,  in  the  year  1837,  was 
made  President  of  the  United  States  Branch  Bank  at  Erie, 
a position  he  held  till  the  close  of  the  institution.  lie  was 
a member  of  the  Convention  that  revised  the  State  Consti- 
tution in  lSj6,  and  attained  a marked  influence  in  that 
assembly.  In  184S,  he  became  Presidential  Elector,  and 
in  the  college  voted  for  Taylor  and  Fillmore.  From  1848 
to  1853,  he  was  Postmaster  at  Erie.  lie  was  an  able  and 
eloquent  advocate.  Among  contemporaries  of  the  most 
respectable  posts  he  was  a man  of  note  and  influence.  And 
while  the  qualities  of  his  mind  commanded  the  respect  of 
all,  the  amiability  of  his  disposition  procured  him  their 
affection,  lie  took  a lively  interest  in  most  public  matters, 
especially  the  cause  of  education,  and  for  more  than  thirty 
years  was  a Director  of  the  Erie  Academy.  lie  died  on 
February  7th,  1S56. 


’ALL,  ORRIS,  Merchant  and  Capitalist,  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Dover,  Windhame  county,  Ver- 
mont, September  22d,  1S04.  1 1 is  parents  were 

both  of  the  best  blood  of  New  England.  I [is 
father,  William  Hall,  was  a gallant  soldier  of  the 
Revolutionary  War,  and  a man  of  influence  in 
his  section.  1 1 is  mother,  Abigail  1’.,  was  a worthy  help- 
mate for  such  a husband.  The  son  was  afforded  by  his 
intelligent  parents  every  facility  for  the  acquirement  of 
knowledge  within  their  power  to  grant  him.  His  education 
was  obtained  at  the  schools  of  his  native  neighborhood. 
Immediately  upon  quitting  his  own  teachers  he  entered 
upon  the  profession  of  instructing  others,  and  going  to 
Jamestown,  Chautauqua  county,  he  taught  school  in  that 
place,  and  also  in  the  town  of  Carroll,  in  the  same  county, 
during  the  winters  of  1S25  and  1826.  He  then  moved  to 
Warren,  Pennsylvania,  and  there  also  for  a year  was  en- 
gaged in  his  profession  of  Instructor.  In  1827,  he  engaged 
in  mercantile  trade,  dealing  in  dry  goods,  groceries  and 
general  supplies  ; in  the  course  of  business,  as  conducted 
in  those  days,  he  was  led,  in  the  way  of  trade,  to  dealing 
extensively  in  lumber.  He  continued  his  general  commer- 
cial transactions  until  1S35,  when  he  abandoned  all  busi- 
ness except  that  connected  with  his  lumber  interests,  to 
which  he  devoted  his  entire  attention,  and  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  which  he  still  continues.  1 1 is  business,  owing  to 
the  active  and  intelligent  attention  which  he  has  ever 
devoted  to  it,  has  steadily  increased  during  all  the  years 
which  he  has  conducted  it.  His  manufactories  now  turn 
out  an  annual  product  of  over  a quarter  mill. on  of  dollars; 
his  transactions  in  lumber  in  the  rough,  extending  along 
the  Allegheny  river  and  its  tributaries,  are  among  the  most 
extensive  in  that  section.  The  same  region  is  thickly  built 
up  with  mills  of  his  erecting;  he  is  also  the  proprietor  of 
large  saw-mills  upon  the  Juniata  river.  He  is  the  owner 
of  a great  quantity  of  valuable  real  estate,  being  reputed  the 


most  extensive  property-holder  iiT  Warren.  He  was  mar- 
ried, in  1S30,  to  Eliza  K.  Kackney,  of  Warren.  Though 
advanced  in  years  he  is  still  active  in  business,  prompt  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duties  as  a citizen,  and  warmly  inte- 
rested in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  good  of  his  section 
and  society  in  general. 


■ ,f\OTTS,  DAVID,  Jr.,  Iron  Master  and  Congress- 
man, was  born  in  l’ottstown,  Montgomery  coun.ty, 
Pennsylvania,  November  27th,  1794.  Ilis  father, 
David  Potts,  was  a prominent  and  influential 
business  man  of  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania; 
his  mother’s  maiden  name  was  also  Potts.  He 
received  a thorough  and  classical  education  in  his  native- 
place,  and,  upon  attaining  his  majority,  succeeded  his  father 
as  Manager  of  the  Warwick  Furnace,  located  in  Chester 
county,  Pennsylvania  ; in  this  capacity  he  continued  to  act 
with  great  ability  and  success  until  his  decease,  an  event 
which  occurred  June  1st,  1863.  In  1S23-’ 24^25,  he  was 
a member  o.  the  Legislature  for  the  above-mentioned 
county,  and  during  his  terms  was  noted  for  his  incorruptible 
integrity,  his  industry  and  his  well-directed  energy.  From 
1830  to  1836  inclusive,  lie  was  the  Congressional  member 
from  the  same  place  ; and  throughout  the  lengthy  period, 
during  which  he  was  zealously  occupied  in  caring  for  the 
interests  of  his  county  and  constituents,  he  distinguished 
himself  by  marked  ability  and  public  spirit.  Many  of  the 
most  important  improvements  in  his  district  are  mainly  and 
directly  attributable  to  his  shrewd  foresight  and  effective 
efforts;  while,  when  living,  he  was  ever  a foremost  and 
energetic  mover  in  all  matters  having  for  issue  the  welfare 
of  his  State  and  fellow-citizens.  In  politics  he  was  stead 
fastly  opposed  to  the  [ackson  and  Van  Buren  administra- 
tions, and  in  the  support  and  vindication  of  his  own  views, 
actions  and  opinions  always  evinced  true  loyalty,  an  unde- 
viating uprightness  of  mind  and  heart.  He  was  noted  for 
his  scholarly  attainments,  and  a large  fund  of  useful  and 
varied  information;  and  was  warmly  interested  in  the 
prompt  development  of  the  educational  advantages  of  Mont- 
gomery county.  lie  was  married,  March  4th,  1819,  to  Anna 
Nutt  May,  daughter  of  Robert  May,  one  of  the  most  exten- 
sive operators  and  largest  iron-masters  in  Pennsylvania. 
He  died  at  Warwick,  Chester  county,  June  1st,  1863,  and  was 
buried  in  the  family  bitrying-ground  at  Coventry ville. 


TANTON,  IION.  EDWIN  M„  LL.D.,  Lawyer, 
Attorney-General  and  Secretary  of  War,  was  born 
at  Steubenville,  Ohio,  in  1S14.  He  was  of  Quaker 
descent,  his  grandparents  having  been  prominent 
and  w idely  respected  residents  of  New  England, 
and  noted  for  their  anti-slavery  opinions.  His 
early  education  was  acquired  chiefly  at  Kenyon  College, 
w hich  lie  left  in  1832,  when  advanced  in  his  Junior  year. 
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I Io  then  pursued  a course  of  legal  studies,  and,  upon  its 
completion,  Became  a member  of  the  Ohio  bar,  and  later  a 
resident  of  Pennsylvania.  Prior  to  the  administration  of 
Buchanan  he  secured,  by  the  able  exercise  of  talents  natural 
and  acquired,  a wide  and  honorable  reputation  as  a scholarly, 
enterprising  and  energetic  citizen  and  practitioner;  in  1S60, 
under  the  ab  >ve  mentioned  administration,  he  was  appointed 
Attorney-General  of  the  United  States.  At  the  outbreak  ol 
the  Re  hellion  he  advised  the  Government  to  institute  with- 
out delay  prompt  and  decided  measures;  when  consulted 
by  Buchanan  before  the  meeting  of  Congress,  he  advised 
him  to  incorporate  into  his  message  the  doctrine  that  the 
Federal  Government  had  the  power,  and  that  it  was  its 
duty  to  coerce  seceding  States.  It  was  well  for  the  country 
that,  at  this  m mvrntous  period,  lie  held  the  Attorney-Gene- 
ralship, for  a true  and  fearless  patriot  was  greatly  needed 
in  the  Government  at  that  time.  After  taking  the  oath  of 
office,  he  said  to  a friend  : “ I have  taken  the  oath  to  sup- 
port the  Constitution  of  my  country  ; that  oath  I intend  to 
keep  both  in  letter  and  in  spirit.”  Ably  did  he  keep  his 
pledge  amid  the  enming  treasons  and  perils  that  environed 
the  Union;  unveiling  treacherous  officials,  he  blasted  them 
with  his  stern  rebukes;  in  the  Cabinet  he  constantly  and 
earnestly  advocated  swift  and  decisive  action,  denouncing 
the  unwise  temporising  spirit  manifested  by  several  high 
officers  fearing  to  commit  themselves  too  openly;  was  often 
closeted  in  council  with  General  Scott;  advised  ably  the 
members  of  the  Peace  Congress;  and  leaguing  himself 
with  the  Republicans  in  Congress,  kept  them  well  informed 
concerning  the  councils  of  the  administration.  The  mem- 
orable resolution  introduced  into  the  House  by  Mr.  Dawes, 
regarding  Tottcey,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  was  inspired  by 
E.  M.  Stanton,  who  believed  that  he  was  guilty  of  treason 
in  endeavoring  to  subvert  the  Government.  During  this 
time  he  was  constantly  surrounded  by  agents  anxious  to 
frustrate  his  loyal  pttrp  >ses,  and,  on  one  occasion,  while 
conversing  with  Sumner,  led  him  away  from  the  office,  not 
daring  to  speak  candidly  while  watched  by  the  vigilant 
emissaries  of  secession.  When  Floyd,  enraged  by  the  loyal 
conduct  of  Colonel  Anderson  at  Forts  Moultrie  and  Sum- 
ter, entered  the  Cabinet,  and  charged  his  associates  with 
violating  their  pledges  to  the  Southern  people,  it  was  E.  M. 
Stanton  that  rose  and  with  fierce  loyalty  abashed  him.  In 
tbfie,  under  the  administration  of  Lincoln,  he  was,  notwith- 
standing the  opposition  of  Montgomery  Blair,  appointed 
Secretary  of  War.  Immediately  he  occupied  himself  in  a 
thorough  examination  of  the  Government  forces  ; met  the 
Military  Committee  of  the  Senate  in  their  room  at  the 
( apitol,  and  laid  before  them  the  result  of  his  prompt  and 
exhaustive  labor  and  researches.  More  than  one  hundred 
and  fifty  regiments,  many  only  partially  complete,  were  dis- 
persed throughout  the  country  ; these  bodies  he  proposed 
to  bring  together  and  consolidate;  and,  after  explaining  to 
the  committee  his  reasons  for'  acting  in  this  manner,  was 
strengthened  by  their  commendation  and  support.  The  pro-  ■ 


parations  for  the  active  campaign  of  1S62  he  pressed  vigo- 
rously, and,  very  often  through  the  entire  night,  was 
occupied  in  attending  to  the  military  and  civil  exigencies 
of  the  State;  sending  important  telegraph  communication 
to  all  parts  of  the  Union,  and  proffering  needed  and  shrewd 
counsel  to  the  various  officials  with  whom  he  was  brought 
into  contact.  Throughout  the  entire  war  he  devoted  him- 
self to  the  cause  of  the  Union  with  an  earnestness  and  un- 
selfishness only  equalled  by  his  masterly  ability,  untiring 
energy,  never-failing  resource,  undaunted  courage  and  grand 
confidence  in  the  triumph  of  right.  When  Lincoln  ex- 
pressed to  several  members  of  the  Cabinet  his  intention, 
should  Grant  secure  a victory  at  Richmond,  to  permit  that 
officer  to  negotiate  terms  of  peace  with  the  Confederate 
Generals,  he  steadfastly  opposed  such  a measure,  declaring 
bluntly  that  no  one  had  the  right  to  attend  to  such  matters 
but  the  President;  from  this  resulted  the  order  to  Grant  in- 
structing him  to  hold  no  conferences  with  Lee  except  on 
questions  of  a purely  military  nature.  Subsequent  to  the 
surrender  of  Richmond,  Lincoln  was  about  to  permit  the 
assembling  of  the  rebel  Legislature  of  Virginia  by  General 
Weitzel  ; Stanton,  however,  apprehending  peril,  opposed  it 
earnestly,  and  the  permission  was  recalled.  When  the 
Legislature  of  Indiana  was  dissolved,  in  1863,  and  no  ap- 
propriations were  made  to  assist  the  State  Government  or 
the  Union  forces,  Governor  Morton  looked  anxiously  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  for  sorely  needed  succor.  Upon  his  own 
responsibility,  the  latter  drew  his  warrant  upon  the  Treasury 
for  $250,000,  to  be  paid  from  an  unexpended  appropriation 
made  formerly  for  raising  troops  in  States  in  insurrection. 
“If  the  cause  fails,”  said  Morton,  “you  and  I will  be 
covered  with  prosecutions,  and  probably  imprisoned,  or 
driven  from  the  country.”  “If,”  replied  Stanton,  “the 
cause  fails,  I do  not  wish  to  live.”  Finally,  the  quarter 
million  of  dollars  was  accounted  for  by  Indiana  in  its  ulti- 
mate settlement  with  the  general  Government.  When  the 
news  of  Lee’s  surrender*  was  received  at  Washington  he 
tendered  his  resignation  to  Lincoln,  saying  that  now  that 
the  great  work  was  ended  he  would  abandon  his  laborious 
position.  The  Bresident,  however,  induced  him  to  recall 
his  determination,  and  he  consented  to  remain  in  the  War 
Office  until  the  disbandment  of  the  army,  lie  was  a cordial 
supporter  of  the  Christian  and  Sanitary  Commissions,  and 
assisted  materially  the  management  of  the  Freednten’s 
Bureau  in  its  commendable  endeavors  to  ameliorate  the 
condition  of  the  newly-emancipated  race.  December  201I1, 
1S69,  after  his  retirement  from  office,  he  was  nominated  by 
I’resident  Grant,  and  confirmed  by  the  Senate,  an  Associate 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  ; but  he 
was  not  to  enjoy  long  the  honor  attached  to  that  ofliee, 
dying  suddenly,  December  24th,  1S69.  Brioi;  to  this  event, 
a testimonial  fund  of  $100,000,  to  repair  the  losses  occasioned 
by  his  devotion  to  the  interests  of  his  country,  was  refused 
by  him  in  the  firmest  manner,  and  with  peremptory  curt- 
ness. Subsequently,  the  same  amount  was  contributed  for 
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tlie  support  of  his  family.  1 1 is  name  appears  to  several 
publications.  He  prepared  the  Reports  of  Cases  Argued 
and  Determined  .in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
in  Banc,  December  Term,  1S41,  December  Term,  1S44, 
Columbus,  1 S43— ’45 , 3 vols.  (vols.  xi,  xii,  xiii,  Ohio  Re- 
ports); also  Reports  as  Secretary  of  War,  iS62-’6S. 


Jjb 

VTES,  JABEZ,  Merchant,  was  born  January  1st, 
1S25,  at  Germantown;  his  parents  being  Horatio 
Gates,  of  American  descent,  and  Adele  B. 
(Bevue)  Gates,  whose  family  were  French,  but 
had  long  resided  in  the  West  Indies,  lie  re- 
ceived his  education  at  the  Germantown  Academy, 
and  on  his  father’s  death,  which  occurred  when  he  was 
about  eighteen  years  of  age,  left  school  in  order  to  take 
charge  of  his  business,  which  was  that  of  a general  mer- 
chant and  dealer,  and  which  had  at  that  time  been  estab- 
lished about  twenty  years,  being  one  of  the  oldest  business 
houses  in  Germantown.  In  addition  to  the  business  re- 
sponsibilities of  the  establishment,  the  care  of  the  family 
and  the  education  of  his  brothers  and  sisters  also  devolved 
upon  him.  He  has  continued  this  business  up  to  the 
present  time  (1S74),  and  has  extended  and  developed  it 
considerably.  lie  occupies  a prominent  position  in  his 
native  town,  and  is  a Director  of  the  National  Bank  of 
Germantown,  and  of  the  Germantown  Insurance  Company, 
also  a Trustee  of  the  Germantown  Academy.  He. is  also 
one  of  the  Commissioners  of  Highways  of  the  Twenty- 
second  Ward,  and  during  the  war  was  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  for  filling  the  quota  from  that  ward.  In  1862 
and  1 063,  and  again  in  1S6S  and  1S69,  he  was  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  ward  in  Councils.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican.  He  was  married,  in  1867,  to  Isabella  M., 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  T.  Sovereign,  of  Burlington,  New 
Jersey. 
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RAIG,  IION.  ALLEN  A.,  Associate  Judge  of 
Erie  county,  was  born  at  Lebanon,  New  York, 
August  8th,  1S20.  lie  is  of  Rcoteh-Irish  descent, 
and  his  parents  were  in  humble  circumstances. 
Though  a man  of  rare  cultivation  he  enjoyed, 
when  a youth,  only  the  most  meagre  advantages 
for  an  education.  Early  apprenticed  to  the  trade  of  cabi- 
net-maker, he  took  up  the  study  of  the  classics,  and  with- 
out any  regular  teacher  became  proficient  in  Latin  and 
Greek,  and  pursued  mathematics,  for  which  he  had  a 
peculiar  aptitude,  to  the  higher  branches  of  abstract  cal- 
culation. By  intuitive  learning,  from  a cabinet-maker  he 
became  a draughtsman  and  pattern-maker,  being  an  en- 
thusiastic student  of  mechanical  philosophy.  He  moved  to 
Erie  in  1S42,  and,  in  1S44,  he  married  Snphronia  Bliss,  of 
that  city,  by  whom  he  has  had  a family  of  nine  children. 


For  two  terms,  beginning  with  1853,  he  was  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  in  Erie,  and,  in  1856,  he  was  a Delegate  to  the 
Convention  that  nominated  Fremont  and  Dayton  for  the 
Presidency.  In  1861,  resigning  the  Justiceship,  he  was 
elected  Sheriff  of  Erie  county,  and,  in  1864,  was  ap- 
pointed Paymaster  in  the  United  States  Army,  a position 
he  held  till  1865,  when,  by  reason  of  injuries  sustained  in 
a railroad  wreck,  and  which  have  permanently  impaired 
his  health,  he  was  forced  to  resign.  After  his  return  from 
the  army  he  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  for  a time  in 
Erie,  and,  in  1S71,  was  elected  Associate  Judge.  He  was 
one  of  the  first  to  cut  loose  from  the  old  Whig  organiza- 
tion. All  his  life  he  has  been  a student,  and  has  made 
himself  familiar  with  nearly  all  modern  sciences.  Though 
he  has  never  applied  for  admission  to  the  bar,  his  legal 
reading  has  been  as  extensive  as  that  of  many  lawyers. 
He  lias  also  read  much  in  the  science  of  Medicine.  In 
1S66,  Allegheny  College  conferred  on  him  the  degree  of 
Master  of  Arts.  Of  direct  and  simple  manners,  quick  dis- 
cernment, broad  humanity,  unusual  cultivation,  and  attrac- 
tive speech,  his  mind  is  calculated  to  win  upon  others,  and 
with  more  ambition  he  could  not  have  failed  of  rare  politi- 
cal influence.  He  sustained  intimate  acquaintanceship 
with  Horace  Greeley,  Henry  J.  Raymond,  William  11. 
Seward,  and  many  of  their  prominent  contemporaries; 
and  declined  appointment  to  the  United  States  Consulate, 
at  Hong  Kong,  when  offered  him  during  the  administra- 
tion of  Seward  in  the  Department  of  State.  He  is  life- 
member  of  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient  York  Masons;  mem- 
ber of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Holy  Royal  Arch  Masons; 
has  received  all  the  orders  of  knighthood  conferred  by  the 
Grand  Commander  of  Knights  Templar,  and  is  an  Odd 
Fellow  passed  chairs.  His  eldest  son,  a fine  mathema- 
tician, is  General  Accountant  of  the  Toledo,  Wabash  A 
Western  Railroad. 

ra 

c)  z^vTEEL,  EDWARD  T.,  Merchant,  was  born  in 
Philadelphia,  January  6th,  1S35;  tuid  is  a son 
of  Robert  and  a grandson  of  Thomas  Steel. 
\Crft  ][c  js  Gf  p;n,,][sh  descent,  his  ancestors  being 
( fffd  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  who  cmi- 

® grated  from  Great  Britain,  and  landed  at  Phila- 
delphia, in  1683,  one  of  them  being  Treasurer  of  the 
Commonwealth  under  the  proprietary  of  William  Penn, 
lie  attended  various  boarding  schools  in  New  Jersey  and 
Pennsylvania  during  his  boyhood,  and  finished  his  educa- 
tion at  Abington,  which  he  left  in  his  fifteenth  year.  Re- 
turning to  Philadelphia,  he  entered  a wholesale  notion 
house,  September  9th,  1S49,  and  has  ever  since  been  en- 
gaged in  mercantile  pursuits.  He  remained  in  this  estab- 
lishment until  the  close  of  January,  1S51,  when  he  passed 
to  the  cloth  store  of  William  Jackson  & Co.,  at  Market 
and  Second  streets,  and  there  became  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  that  business  in  all  its  branches.  lie  eon- 
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(inucd  in  the  employ  of  this  house  until  the  close  of  1856; 
and  on  January  1st,  1857,  engaged  in  the  same  business 
as  a member  of  the  firm  of  Chesnut,  Steel  8;  Co.,  their 
location  being  on  Second  street  north  of  Market,  and  their 
joint  capital  at  the  commencement  of  the  enterprise  being 
less  than  85000  cash.  They  removed  to  the  opposite  side 
of  the  street,  July  1st,  1S57;  and  again  changed  their 
store  to  the  Northeast  corner  of  Market  and  Second 
streets,  January  1st,  1S59.  The  partnership  was  continued 
thereafter  for  two  and  a half  years,  when  he  withdrew 
from  the  firm.  On  January  1st,  1862,  lie  opened  a cloth 
house,  and  did  business  under  his  own  name,  in  the  store 
previously  occupied  by  the  former  firm,  Nos.  4 and  6 North 
Second  street,  where  he  remained  nine  years,  having 
added  to  the  capacity  of  the  premises  by  the  purchase  and 
addition  of  the  store,  No.  203  Market  street,  which  adjoined 
his  place  of  business  on  the  rear,  thus  giving  him  a front 
on  Market  street,  and  more  than  doubling  the  area  of  sur- 
face. By  the  admission  of  his  brother,  Iienry  M.  Steel, 
the  firm- name  was  changed,  January  1st,  1865,  to  Edward 
T.  Steel  & Co.  Six  years  thereafter  (January  1st,  1871) 
they  removed  to  their  present  establishment,  at  the  South- 
west corner  of  Market  and  Sixth  streets,  the  building 
being  40  by  75  feet,  and  five  stories  high.  Here,  by  un- 
tiring energy  and  perseverance,  they  have  succeeded  in 
establishing  a business,  among  the  first,  in  this  line,  in  the 
United  States.  At  his  first  outset,  he  made  strenuous 
efforts  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  firm  with  which  he 
was  then  associated,  and  when  he  engaged  solely  on  his 
own  account,  lie  labored  incessantly,  and  never  forgot 
those  who  favored  him.  lie  strictly  adhered  to  a cash 
business,  invariably  pa.ing  the  ready  money  for  all  goods 
as  bought,  and  thus  secured  discounts  on  all  purchases, 
lie  believes  that  the  science  of  business  is  embraced  in  the 
laws  of  interest,  and  is  firmly  convinced  that  success  is 
certainly  attained,  and  to  a greater  extent  and  more  speedily, 
by  limiting  the  amount  of  business  to  the  ability  to  make 
settlements  by  cash  ; that  credit  is  a privilege  otdy  to  be 
used  in  times  of  great  financial  embarrassment,  and  is,  of 
necessity,  available  then,  if  not  made  use  of  as  a rule.  lie 
never  allowed  any  bill  or  pecuniary  engagement  to  pass  the 
hour  of  maturity,  unsettled  by  cash;  though  the  great 
financial  embarrassments  of  1S57,  1861,  and  1S73,  are 
embraced  in  his  business  experience.  In  July,  1S6S, 
Joshua  G.  James  was  admitted  to  the  firm,  and  January 
1st,  1871,  his  brother,  William  G.  Steel,  became  a partner, 
the  name  and  style  continuing  as  before.  lie  has  ever 
been  an  Anti  Slavery  man,  and  took  an  active  part  in  the 
formation  of  the  Republican  parly.  He  was,  of  course, 
an  Abolitionist,  and  gloried  in  his  belief,  especially  as  it 
required  nerve  to  avow  and  uphold  his  sentiments.  Al- 
though so  strongly  favoring  the  formation  of  that  party, 
w hi  eh  was  destined  to  wage  such  an  incessant  warfare  and 
gain  such  a victory  over  the  slave  [tower,  he  has  ever  es- 
chewed politics.  He  was,  however,  an  active  laborer  in 


the  canvass  which  resulted  in  the  first  election  of  Lincoln, 
and  was  one  of  the  originators  of  the  Mercantile  Tarilf 
Club  during  the  campaign,  lie  has  been  nominated  In 
the  Centennial  Commission,  and  elected  by  the  Stock- 
holders, a Director  of  the  Centennial  Board  of  Finance, 
and  has  labored  diligently  for  Tie  success  of  this  great 
popular  movement  from  its  very  commencement.  In 
every  matter,  whether  publie  or  personal,  he  is  a diligent 
laborer,  and  combines  with  untiring  patience  a determina- 
tion to  succeed  in  whatever  he  undertakes. 


ANDERSON,  GEORGE,  Editor  and  Journalist, 
was  born  in  Cumberland  county,  Pennsylvania, 
November  1 Oth,  1805.  His  father,  William 
Sanderson,  was  a well-known  farmer  and  agri- 
culturist of  that  county,  and  noted  for  the 
thorough  knowledge  which  he  possessed  re- 
garding his  business  and  its  many  requirements.  On  the 
paternal  side,  he  is  of  Scotch-Irish  extraction,  and  on  the 
maternal,  of  German  descent.  1 1 is  early  education  was 
acquired  in  the  common  schools  of  Carlisle,  Cumberland 
county,  Pennsylvania;  and,  when  in  his  nineteenth  year, 
he  became  a school  teacher,  continuing  to  act  in  that 
capacity  for  several  years.  While  pursuing  this  vocation, 
he  was  the  recipient  of  many  encomiums  for  his  scholarly 
ability  and  calm  judgment,  and  ever  deported  himself  in 
an  upright  and  dignified  manner.  In  1S36,  lie  became 
editor  of  the  American  Volunteer,  published  in  Carlisle, 
and  continued  to  fulfil  the  responsible  duties  of  that  office 
until  1845.  During  this  time,  he  was  Prothonolary  of 
Cumberland  county  for  four  years,  serving  with  credit  to 
himself  and  entire  satisfaction  to  the  people.  In  the  same 
year,  he  received  the  appointment  of  Postmaster  of  Carlisle, 
and  held  that  position  for  four  years  also.  In  1S49,  he 
removed  to  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  and  purchased  the 
Lancaster  Intelligencer ; this  journal  he  published  and 
edited  for  fifteen  years,  with  marked  ability  and  enterprise. 
In  1S59,  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  Lancaster,  and  re-elected 
nine  times,  holding  the  office  for  eleven  consecutive  years,  a 
previously  unparalleled  length  of  time.  Prior  to  this,  in  1S3S, 
while  editing  the  Carlisle  Volunteer,  he  participated  actively 
in  what  was  known  as  the  “ Buckshot  War,”  between  the 
two  aspirants  for  gubernatorial  honors,  Porter  and  Rimer. 
On  this  occasion  he  was  distinguished  for  his  quick  shrewd- 
ness and  ability,  both  as  a writer  and  a speaker.  For 
more  than  thirty  years,  he  took  an  active  and  energetic 
part  in  the  movements  and  affairs  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  was  a talented  and  valuable  ally.  For  several  years 
he  was  Notary  Public;  and,  during  twelve  years,  an 
efficient  member  of  the  School  Board  of  Carlisle;  this 
latter  office  he  also  held  for  several  years  in  Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania.  For  two  years,  he  was  a member  of  the 
Lancaster  City  Councils,  in  which  term  he  served  also 
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during  one  year  as  President  of  the  lower  branch.  While 
the  late  war  was  progressing,  he  was  Mayor  of  Lancaster 
city,  and  assisted  to  the  utmost  extent  of  his  abilities  in 
encouraging  and  assisting  the  Union  soldiers,  and  in  fear- 
lessly upholding  the  rights  and  honor  of  his  country.  He 
was  married,  in  1S28,  to  a daughter  of  Henry  Smith,  of 
Shippensburg,  Cumberland  county,  Pennsylvania,  a well- 
known  and  influential  citizen  of  that  place.  He  has  one 
son  attached  to  the  editorial  staff  of  the  Jleai/ing  Times; 
and  another  to  that  of  the  Altoona  Sun.  One  of  his 
daughters  is  prominently  connected  with  the  Tract  Societies 
and  Foreign  Missions,  and  is  noted  fur  her  charitable  and 
benevolent  disposition. 


BED,  CHARLES  M.,  Merchant,  Shipowner, 

I Canal  and  Railroad  Projector  and  Congressman, 
only  son  of  Rufus  Seth  and  Agnes  Reed,'  was 
born  at  Erie,  on  the  23d  day  of  April,  1803, 
His  father  was  the  son  of  Colonel  Seth  Reed, 
who  eight  years  before  removed  from  Massachu- 
setts with  his  family  and  settled  at  the  site  of  the  town  of 
Erie,  at  the  harbor  of  Presque  Isle,  which  had  been  acquired 
by  Pennsylvania  in  1792.  Born  amid  thq  staring  scenes 
of  the  settlement  of  a frontier,  his  earliest  ’intercourse  with 
the  bold,  brave  men  who  had  fought  the '.battles- of  the 
Revolution  and  faced  the  rigors  of  border  lifqjall.lended  to 
the  formation  of  that  energy  of  character  which  "prompted 
the  many  acts  that,  linked  together,  form  his  remarkable  life 
and  career.  In  1813,  he  was  sent  to  school  at  Washington, 
Pennsylvania,  where  his  studies  were  continued  until  his 
graduation  at  Washington  College  in  1S18.  Studying  law 
with  lion.  Horace  Binney,  in  Philadelphia,  he  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  with  the  intention  of  practising;  but  it  was  not 
his  destiny  to  spend  his  life  in  a law  office,  and  happily  for 
himself  and  for  his  country  he  yielded  to  the  force  of  cir- 
cumstances. The  widely  extended  business  of  his  father 
furnished  him  scope  for  drill  in  the  outset  of  a career  which 
was  to  be  indissolubly  entwined  with  the  settlement  and 
development  of  the  West;  the  fruits  of  which  would  linger 
long  after  the  form  of  the  actor  would  disappear  from  the 
busy  scenes  of  life  in  which  he  was  destined  to  play  so  im- 
portant a part.  To  supervise  the  stores,  the  mill  and  the 
farms  of  his  father  was  not  employment  enough  for  Ins 
energies.  Cradled  upon  the  shores  of  the  great  lakes,  he 
saw  that  the  interior  of  the  continent  was  to  be  reached  by 
this  channel ; that  a country  stretching  to  the  Mississippi  was 
to  be  peopled,  and  its  commerce  opened.  To  do  this  would 
furnish  a held  for  his  abilities.  He  grasped  the  opportunity, 
and  right  grandly  did  he  perform  the  duties  it  involved. 
The  West  was  open,  hostilities  had  ceased,  and  the  Indian 
title  had  been  extinguished;  the  genius  of  Fulton  had 
auapted  steam  to  navigation,  and  Clinton  had  connected 
the  Hudson  with  Lake  Erie.  To  extend  the  line  to  the 
verge  of  the  inland  seas,  and  thus  bear  forward  the  standard 


of  civilization,  was  the  duty  of  the  hour.  It  was  at  this 
time  that  Charles  M.  Reed  came  on  to  the  stage,  and  his 
life,  with  all  its  ardor,  was  devoted  to  the  accomplishment 
of  this  great  work.  The  sale  of  the  “ Peacock,”  a small 
steamer  which,  having  been  commenced  by  the  Chautauqua 
Steamboat  Company,  on  Lake  Erie,  it  had  been  found 
necessary  to  sell,  was  the  opportunity  which  prompted  him 
to  enter  at  once  the  commercial  career  which  for  a quarter 
of  a century  would  employ  his  energies  and  for  all  time 
connect  his  name  with  the  settlement,  the  development  and 
the  aggrandizement  of  the  Northwest.  The  purchase  of  the 
“ Peacock  ” was  to  be  followed  by  the  marking  out  of  routes 
of  trade,  the  establishment  of  wharves,  wood  stations  and 
warehouses  which  would  facilitate  trade  on  the  almost 
trackless  surface  of  the  lakes,  here  and  there  dotted  with 
settlements,  but  thus  far  comparatively  unaided  by  light- 
houses, buoys,  charts  or  pilots.  All  required  effort.  To 
overcome  these  difficulties  was  a pleasure  for  him,  because 
it  brought  into  action  all  the  versatile  powers  and  resources 
of  a master  mind.  From  year  to  year,  as  settlements  were 
made,  harbors  discovered,  and  local  facilities  developed,  he 
was  among  the  first  in  initiating  improvements  which  might 
open  the  pathway  of  commerce.  Having  bought  out  the 
new  and  then  unrivalled  steamer  “ Jefferson,”  he  made  a 
trip  to  Chicago,  and  • there  attended  the  Government  land 
sgles  of  1834.  1 At  that  time,  for  want  of  a wharf,  it  was 
necessary  to  anchor  the  steamer  in  the  harbor.  Impressed 
-with 'the  future' necessities  and  greatness  of  the  point,  he 
purchased  lots  and  contracted  for  the  immediate  “ erection 
of  a wharf  and  warehouse,  which  fur  many  years  were 
known  by  his  name,  upon  the  south  side,”  up  to  that  time 
unoccupied  by  business ; commerce  has  demonstrated  the 
correctness  of  his  perception.  lie  returned  to  Erie  and  at 
once  commenced  the  construction  of  the  largest  steamer  on 
the  lakes,  designed  exclusively  for  the  Chicago  trade,  which 
upon  completion  paid  for  itself  during  the  fust  season. 
From  year  to  year  adding  to  his  fleet  of  steamers,  increasing 
them  in  size,  speed  and  elegance  with  the  advancing  im- 
portance of  the  West,  the  name  of  “ Reed’s  Line  ” in  1S50- 
’5 1— ’52  was  borne  upon  twelve  steamers,  which  in  those 
years  formed  a daily  line  from  Buffalo  to  Chicago,  and  were 
a synonym  for  elegance,  reliability  and  speed.  He  had 
been  elected  to  the  Legislature  in  1S37,  as  a Whig,  and  was 
active  and  earnest  in  advocacy  of  the  canal  from  the  Ohio 
to  Lake  Erie.  This  work  had  been  already  commenced  by 
the  State,  and  left  in  an  unfinished  condition  in  1S41.  As 
soon  as  private  enterprise  was  authorized  to  take  it  in  hand, 
he  came  forward,  and  with  energetic  efforts  and  large 
advances  aided  the  work  to  completion;  so  that  in  1S43 
through  communication  was  had  from  the  river  to  the  lake. 
He  was  the  chief  owner  of  this  improvement  while  in  exist- 
ence, and  at  its  abandonment,  when  superseded  by  railroads, 
was  its  creditor  to  the  amount  of  ,81,100,000.  When  the 
Lake  Shore  Railroad  was  commenced  in  1S49,  he  took  a 
leading  part,  providing  iron  and  equipment,  and  was  fur 
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years  its  President  and  chief  stockholder.  Space  forbids 
fn'l  details  of  his  eventful,  busy  life ; it  is  enough  to  state 
that  in  the  promotion  of  all  improvements,  whether  in  stage 
lines,  canals,  steamers  or  railroads,  his  place  was  always 
first.  In  the  Pittsburgh  fire  of  1845,  and  in  the  Chicago 
fire  of  1871,  alike  in  private  and  public  charity,  he  was 
forward.  It  was  public  spirit  that  led  him  again  and  again 
to  construct  the  “ Reed  House,”  which,  built  originally  upon 
the  model  of  the  “ Astor,”  seemed  essential  to  Erie’s  pros- 
perity, and  in  which  he  invested  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
dollars  with  little  hope  of  return.  When  the  Water- Works, 
alike  the  pride  and  protection  of  Erie,  were  projected,  he 
furnished  the  necessary  means,  as  also  for  the  Rolling  Mill 
built  shortly  before  his  death.  One  of  his  last  acts  was  the 
advance  of  money  to  develop  a new  route  to  the  coal  fields 
of  Butler  county.  In  his  church  relations  he  was  an 
Episcopalian,  and  was  connected  with  St.  Paul’s  Church 
from  its  organization,  in  1.827,  until  his  death,  lie  was  the 
main  contributor  to  the  present  edifice  of  St.  Paul's,  to 
which  he  gave  13,000,  the  bell  and  tower  being  his  exclu- 
sive gift.  On  August  9th,  1S38,  he  was  married  to  Harriet 
W.,  daughter  of  Luther  Gilson,  of  Watertown,  New  York. 
Of  their  seven  children,  three  died  in  early  infancy.  Again 
and  again  was  their  home  shadowed  by  sorrow,  and  when 
two  years  before  his  own  decease  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Rawle, 
wife  of  lion.  Henry  Rawle,  Mayor  of  Erie,  was  suddenly 
stricken  by  disease  and  death,  there  was  a community  of 
mourners  in  sympathy  with  the  stricken  family.  But  two 
of  the  seven  now  survive — the  eldest,  Charles  M.,  late  Mayor 
of  Erie,  and  Loyd  G.  He  was  elected  to  Congress  in  1843. 
Going  to  the  capital  with  his  family,  he  entered  with  vigor 
into  the  elTarts  to  secure  appropriations  for  our  harbor; 
while  his  elegant  and  princely  hospitality  at  the  national 
capital  is  still  among  the  traditions  of  Washington  society, 
as  the  memory  of  the  last  of  the  Virginia  administrations  is 
recalled.  1 1 is  untiring  efforts  in  behalf  of  Erie  harbor  were 
rewarded  by  the  prompt  appropriation  and  immediate  dis- 
bursement of  34°, 000  for  this  object.  At  Washington,  he 
mingled  with  Webster,  Adams,  Wright,  Benton  and 
Douglas;  and  with  his  family  was  one  of  the  party  on  the 
“ Princeton  ” when  Secretaries  Upshur  and  Gilmer  were 
killed  by  the  explosion.  During  his  long  and  active  career 
the  incessant  strain  of  mind  and  body  told  upon  his  frame, 
which  for  about  nine  years  had  been  so  infirm  that  he  could 
not  move  with  freedom,  and  for  the  latter  part  of  this  period 
he  was  unable  to  walk  without  assistance.  From  day  to 
day,  though  his  mind  was  bright  and  clear,  and  his 
sympathy  for  friends  and  his  active  interest  in  passing 
events  unabated,  his  strength  failed,  until  December  1 6th , 
1871,  when 

" His  sufferings  ended  with  the  day.” 

The  pulpit,  bar  and  bench  united  in  the  funeral  ceremo- 
nies, which  were  conducted  from  St.  Paul’s  Church.  The 
interment  look  place  in  the  Erie  Cemetery,  where,  under 
the  shadow  of  the  stately  monument  which  marks  the 


resting-place  of  four  generations,  repose  the  remains  of  one 
whom  Erie  will  long  remember  with  affectionate  regard, 
lie  was  of  medium  height,  imposing  presence  and  graceful 
deportment;  affable  and  gracious  in  his  manners,  and  of 
remarkable  conversational  powers.  His  general  intelligence 
was  remarkable,  and  while  he  was  well  informed  on  matters 
of  passing  interest,  his  closeness  of  reasoning  and  exhaustive 
mastery  of  what  might  come  before  him  were  extraordinary. 
His  talents  were  of  a high  order,  and  though  his  business 
pursuits  drew  bis  whole  attention,  he  would  have  shone  in 
any  calling.  As  was  said  by  Bishop  Spaulding  in  his 
funeral  discourse:  “It  belongs  to  other  places  and  other 
occasions  to  commemorate  his  sterling  virtues  as  a citizen, 
man  of  business  and  member  of  society,  lie  was  a good 
man;  he  was  in  every  sense  a Christian  gentleman.  1 1 is 
greatness  all  are  ready  to  acknowledge,  llad  he  given  his 
life  to  such  studies,  he  would  have  been  among  the  greatest 
of  statesmen.  He  had  in  him  the  elements  by  which  he 
might  have  become  one  of  the  first  political  economists  of 
his  time.  lie  would  have  administered  with  grand  success 
the  finances  of  an  empire.”  He  ranked  with  the  leading 
spirits  of  the  nation,  the  men  of  thought  and  action  who 
have  made  this  country  great  and  prosperous.  As  remarked 
by  a local  cotemporary  : “ Probably  no  man  ever  contributed 
more  essentially  and  directly  to  the  development  of  the 
great  West  than  General  Reed  did  by  the  establishment  of 
these  magnificent  facilities  for  transportation  before  the  days 
of  railways,  and  by  adopting  the  policy  of  cheap  rates  of 
freight  and  fare,  of  which  he  was  the  pioneer  and  always 
the  most  determined  supporter.  With  such  advantages  at 
the  beginning,  and  with  such  energy  and  great,  good  judg- 
ment to  improve  them,  it  is  not  strange  that  General  Reed 
became  one  of  the  exceptionally  rich  men  of  this  country.” 
His  wealth  at  his  death  was  estimated  at  from  seven  to  ten 
millions.  As  was  said  by  one  of  his  compeers:  “General 
Reed  was  an  honest  man — eminently  so.  He  wanted  his 
own,  but  nothing  more.  He  was  a man  of  peace,  often 
yielding  his  own  to  avoid  the  evils  of  litigation;  few  men 
had  so  little  litigation  in  proportion  to  their  immense  busi- 
ness. 1 1 is  integrity  was  unquestioned,  and  his  sense  of 
honor  remarkable.”  For  his  whole  life  a resident  of  Erie, 
identified  with  all  her  interests  and  known  to  all  her  people, 
he  ranked  as  her  first  citizen,  while  for  three  generations 
the  Reed  family  has  been  the  leading  family  of  north- 
western Pennsylvania. 


Vjl'.ED,  CHARLES  M.,  Manufacturer  and  Merchant, 
J[  son  of  General  Charles  M.  and  Harriet  Reed,  was 


born  on  August  10th,  1844.  After  receiving  an 
education  at  a collegiate  institute  in  Geneva,  New 
York,  he  embarked  in  the  manufacture  of  pig- 
iron,  at  Middlesex,  Mercer  county,  and  afterwards 
in  the  coal  business,  in  Erie.  Upon  the  death  of  his  father, 
he  succeeded  to  the  care  of  an  extensive  commercial 
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business  and  the  disposition  of  an  estate  worth  8S, 000,000. 
In  1872,  lie  was  elected  Mayor  of  Erie  unanimously,  the 
opposin''  candidates  withdrawing.  He  was  also  elected 
for  the  succeeding  term,  being  the  youngest  man  who  has 
ever  held  the  office.  July  I2th,  1S66,  he  married  Ella 
Morrison,  of  Erie. 


ATSON,  LEWIS  F.,  President  of  the  Warren 
Savings  Bank,  was  born  in  Titusville,  Crawford 
county,  Pennsylvania,  April  14th,  I0I9.  1 1 is 

parents,  John  and  Rebecca  Watson,  both  natives 
of  the  State  of  Delaware,  moved  to  the  above- 
mentioned  county  in  the  early  part  of  the  present 
llis  early  education  was  acquired  in  the  school 
located  in  his  birth  place,  and,  when  in  his  thirteenth  year, 
he  entered  a country  store  at  Titusville  in  the  capacity  of 
clerk.  At  the  expiration  of  a year  and  a half,  passed  in 
this  situation,  he  moved  to  Franklin,  and  there  was  engaged 
also  as  a clerk  for  a period  of  eighteen  months.  lie  then 
visited  Youngsville,  Warren  county,  and  took  charge  of  a 
store  for  Mr.  Warren,  holding  that  position  for  nearly  two 
years.  In  1S37,  lie  settled  at  Warren,  in  the  county  of  that 
name,  and  entered  the  \\  arren  Academy,  then  presided 
over  by  R.  Brown,  since  appointed  to  the  bench.  Until 
1 83S  he  remained  in  this  institution,  when  he  became  em- 
ployed in  the  Prolhonotary’s  and  Recorder's  office,  fulfilling 
the  duties  of  that  position  for  about  eight  months.  In  the 
spring  of  1839,  he  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  on  his 
own  account  at  Warren,  continuing  thus,  meeting  mean- 
while with  much  success,  until  i860.  Also  since  1S3S  he 
has  been  extensively  interested  in  real  estate  operations, 
and,  particularly,  has  had  frequent  and  important  trans- 
actions in  [line  timber  lands.  Engaged  at  an  early  period 
in  the  lumbering  business,  in  manufacturing  and  marketing, 
great  and  merited  success  has  crowned  his  able  efforts;  and 
at  the  present  time  he  is  an  important  and  widely-known 
operator  in  the  same  trade.  In  the  fall  of  1S59,  he 
was  associated  with  Mr.  Tarr,  of  Warren,  in  prospect- 
ing for  petroleum  on  the  farm  of  his  brother,  film  Watson, 
at  Titusville;  in  the  spring  of  i860,  they  met  with  striking 
success,  discovering  and  developing  what  was  afterward 
known  as  the  Fountain  Oil  Well,  which  created  great  ex- 
citement as  the  first  flowing  well  in  the  country,  lie  was 
.one  of  the  original  stockholders  of  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Warren,  founded  in  1S64,  and  for  several  years  acted 
ably  as  its  Vice-President.  lie  was  the  originator  and 
organizer  of  the  Concwango  Valley  Railroad,  an  enterprise 
which  has  since  been  merged  in  the  Dunkirk,  Warren  & 
Pittsburgh  Railroad,  and  of  which  he  was  the  first  Presi- 
dent. Of  the  Warren  Savings  Bank  he  was  one  of  the 
principal  founders  and  organizers,  in  iSyo,  and  subse- 
quently became  its  first  President,  an  office  which  he  still 
fills  with  recognized  and  admired  capability.  From  an 
early  date  until  1S56,  he  was  an  old-line  Whig,  when,  on 
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the  disbanding  of  that  organization,  he  became  identified 
with  the  Republican  party,  whose  principles  he  still  advo- 
cates and  in  whose  ranks  he  is  an  influential  and  efficient 
member.  lie  was  nominated  for  Congress  by  the  Repub- 
lican party  ol  Warren  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  the  present 
year,  for  the  Twenty-seventh  Congressional  District,  com- 
posed of  Erie,  Venango  and  Warren  counties;  after  a 
struggle  of  several  days  without  effecting  a nomination,  the 
convention  adjourned  for  some  weeks,  re-assembled  August 
31st,  and  on  the  1st  of  .September  he  and  William  Mitchell, 
the  Venango  county  nominee,  withdrew  their  names,  thus 
efiecting  the  renominatioil  of  Colonel  Curtis,  of  Erie,  the 
present  member,  for  a second  term.  lie  was  married,  in 
1S56,  to  a daughter  of  the  late  Judge  Eldrcd,  and  has  one 
child  living,  a daughter  now  in  her  fourteenth  vear. 


jUDWIC,  EMANUEL  ALBERT,  Professor,  and 
Editor  of  the  German  Weekly  Paper  of  Erie,  was 
born  in  Berne,  Switzerland,  iSth  May,  1814. 
llis  father,  Emanuel  Ludwig,  was  the  first  pastor 
of  the  Cathedral  of  Berne;  his  mother.  Margue- 
rite (Holler)  I.udvvig,  was  the  niece  of  the  cele- 
brated Holler,  the  philosopher  of  Berne.  llis  education 
was  acquired  in  his  native  place,  where  he  attended  the 
Berne  Gymnasium,  Lyceum  and  University;  becoming  sub- 
sequently a pupil  in  the  Universities  of  Zurich  and  Heidel- 
berg, he,  in  the  latter  institution,  had  conferred  upon  him 
the  title  of  LL.  D.  Abandoning  school  life  in  1S38,  he 
was  engaged  in  making  the  tour  of  Europe  until  1844, 
when,  returning  to  Berne,  he  edited  the  Bone  Intelligence 
Journal ; this  daily  paper  he  conducted  ably  and  success- 
fully until  1S51,  when  he  decided  to  leave  his  country  and 
embark  fur  the  United  States.  Upon  arriving  in  this 
country,  he  began  the  cultivation  of  a farm  in  the  interior 
of  New  York  Stale,  occupying  himself  exclusively  in  agri- 
cultural and  horticultural  pursuits.  Ultimately,  caring 
little  for  farming,  he  accepted  a position  as  Professor  in  the 
Academy  at  Binghamton,  whence,  later,  he  was  called  to 
assist  in  the  Towanda  Collegiate  Institute.  Afterward  he 
became  engaged  in  the  Presbyterian  Female  Seminary  of 
Staunton,  Virginia;  also  as  Professor  in  the  famous  Wash- 
ington College,  at  Lexington,  in  the  same  State.  From 
there  he  went  to  the  Riverside  Institute,  in  Wilkesbatrc, 
Pennsylvania;  then  to  the  Normal  School  of  Bloomsburg, 
Pennsylvania,  becoming  finally  Principal  of  the  Academy  at 
Danville,  Pennsylvania.  During  this  time  lie  had  origi- 
nated and  successfully  established  two  German  weekly 
papers,  one  at  Ilonesdale  and  one  at  Scranton,  Pennsyl- 
vania; these  journals,  both  Democratic  organs,  met  at  once 
with  much  success,  and  are  still  in  existence  and  well 
known  as  ably  edited  and  prosperous  papers;  since  their 
establishment  he  has  disposed  of  his  interest  in  their  man- 
a"cment.  He  removed  recently  to  Erie,  where  his  children 
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now  reside  and  where  he  proposes  to  pass  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  being  constantly  occupied  as  Editor  of  the  Ger- 
man weekly  paper,  lie  is  a man  of  unusual  attainments, 
is  talented  and  scholarly,  and  one  of  the  l.est  linguists  in 
the  United  States,  understanding  ten  languages,  six  of 
which  he  speaks  fluently  and  correctly.  lie  has  a large 
and  varied  acquaintance  with  both  American  and  European 
literature;  is  a facile  and  forcible  writer,  and  an  acute  and 
competent  critic.  In  1S45,  while  occupied  in  editing 
his  Journal  at  Berne,  he  was  married  to  a lady  of  his 
native  city.  From  this  union  sprang  seven  children  ; one 
of  his  sons,  a non-commissioned  officer  in  the  53d  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers,  was  killed  at  Hatcher’s  Run;  another  is 
Vice-President  of  the  American  Fusee  Company,  while  a 
third  is  engaged  in  business  in  Erie,  Pennsylvania. 
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I'ELL,  I ION.  JAMES  MARTIN,  Lawyer  and 
State  Senator,  was  born  at  Bell’s  Mills,  Autis 
township,  Blair  county,  Pennsylvania,  December 
7th,  1799.  lie  was  the  son  of  Edward  Bell,  one 
of  the  original  settlers  in  the  Tuckahoe  Valley 
of  Pennsylvania.  The  times  and  locality  did  not 
afford  many  advantages  for  the  acquirement  of  education, 
and  he  was  mainly  self-taught  ; he  did,  however,  attend 
school  for  a short  time  in  Huntingdon,  and  here  he 
displayed  remarkable  intelligence  and  great  aptitude  in  the 
acquisition  of  knowledge.  Immediately  upon  leaving 
school  he  commenced  the  study  of  law  under  the  tuition 
of  Robert  Allison,  of  Huntingdon,  who  was  then  considered 
one  of  the  first  lawyers  in  the  county.  Bringing  the  same 
intelligence  and  industry  to  bear  upon  his  legal  course  that 
had  distinguished  his  earlier  days,  he  was  enabled  to  pass 
a more  than  creditable  examination,  was  admitted  to  the 
bar,  and  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Hunt- 
ingdon, in  iSaf).  As  a lawyer,  he  had  few  equals,  being 
endowed  with  a wonderfully  retentive  memory,  a high 
order  of  intellect  and  a clear,  vigorous  and  practical  mind. 
In  legal  questions,  involving  titles  to  land,  he  had  no  supe- 
rior,  and  he  was  frequently  employed  in  cases  of  that  nature 
in  other  States.  lie  removed,  in  1S45,  from  Huntingdon 
to  I lollidayslnirg,  where  he  engaged  in  the  banking 
business,  afterwards  organizing  Slate  banks  in  Johnstown 
and  Huntingdon;  at  the  lime  of  his  death  he  was  President 
of  the  hirst  National  Bank  of  Huntingdon,  lie  was  largely 
connected  with  and  held  a heavy  pecuniary  interest  in  the 
iron  business  in  Blair  county.  He  was  ever  active  in  all 
matters  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  his  country  and  society, 
and  was  a leading  man  of  great  influence  in  his  section. 
In  1838,  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate,  where  his  high 
intelligence,  legal  knowledge  and  practical  business  quali- 
fications made  him  a most  valuable  and  prominent  member. 
He  was  married,  January  27th,  1S29,  to  Mary  Page  Ward, 


of  Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  and  died  at  his  home  in  IIoI- 
lidnysburg,  June  qlh,  1S70,  full  of  years  and  honors,  loved 
and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 


EYNOLDS,  JOHN  FULTON,  Major-General 
United  States  Army,  was  born  in  Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania,  September  21st,  1820.  lie  was 
educated  in  tile  schools  of  his  native  city  until  he 
was  appointed,  in  1S37,  as  a Cadet  in  the  West 
Point  Military  Academy.  He  graduated  June 
30th,  1841,  standing  number  twenty-six  in  his  class,  w hich 
included  many  men  now  noted  in  history.  July  1st  of  the 
same  year  he  was  appointed  Brevet  Second  Lieutenant  3d 
United  Stales  Artillery,  and  was  ordered  to  Fort  McHenry, 
Baltimore,  Maryland  ; three  months  later  he  received  his 
full  commission.  In  1S43,  he  was  ordered  to  St.  Au- 
gustine, Florida,  and  at  the  close  of  the  same  year  was 
transferred  to  Fort  Moultrie.  In  1S45,  be  was  SL‘nt  to 
Corpus  Chrisli,  and  subsequently  to  Fort  Brown.  In  June, 
1S46,  he  was  promoted  to  the  First  Lieutenancy  of  his 
battery,  and  accompanied  General  Taylor’s  army  to  Mexico, 
lie  was  breveted  a Captain  for  gallant  and  meritorious 
conduct  in  the  battle  of  Monterey,  with  rank  dating  from 
September  23d,  1846;  and  further  breveted  Major,  with 
rank  from  February  23d,  1S47,  for  gallant  conduct  at  the 
battle  of  Buena  Vista.  Both  of  these  brevets  were  awarded 
by  Congress,  in  August,  1S4S.  After  the  close  of  the 
Mexican  War,  he  was  sent  to  the  forts  on  the  coast  of  New 
England,  where  he  remained  four  years.  During  Febru- 
ary, 1S52,  he  acted  as  Aide  to  General  Wool,  and  on 
March  3d,  1S55,  received  his  full  commission  as  Captain 
of  Artillery.  He  also  served  upon  the  staff  of  General 
Twiggs.  He  formed  part  of  the  command  which  was  sent 
across  the  plains  to  Utah,  reaching  Salt  Lake  City  in 
August,  1S54.  In  March,  1855,  ordered  to  California,  he 
was  particularly  distinguished  for  brave  conduct  during  the 
several  conflicts  w ith  the  Indians  near  the  Rogue  river,  in 
Oregon,  during  the  year  1856.  In  1S59,  lie  c<  mmanded 
Company  C,  of  the  3d  United  Slates  Artillery,  and  stood 
number  thirty-seven  upon  the  lineal  roll  cf  artillery  officers. 
At  the  commencement  of  1S61,  he  held  the  appointment 
of  I.icutenant-Coloncl  and  Commandant  of  the  West  Point 
Cadets.  He  was  also  Instructor  of  Cavalry,  Infantry  and 
Artillery  Tactics  at  the  Military  Academy.  On  May  14th, 
1861,  he  was  commissioned  I.ieutenant-Coloncl  of  the 
14th  United  States  Infantry,  one  of  the  new  regiments,  and 
on  August  20th  of  the  same  year  he  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers  and  ordered  to 
the  command  of  Fort  Ilatleras.  But  at  the  request  of 
Governor  Curtin  he  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
First  Brigade  of  the  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Corps.  lie 
marched  and  fought  his  command  on  the  Peninsula  and  in 
Pope’s  command.  In  September,  1861,  he  commanded  at 


f{  I I ' 


I 


,Igo7/  Ic7uf!:i>  <>t  l> 


. " !■  • :■('!  ' Ilf  f*uini  Oil ! i.iil/ ui-J}  lo 

a iil  i 1 ir  . j.  iir  ' .vfjis  iff  r«i*  bioliii 

' :jn  ,1/  oii  ,l  ii)  »d  ;c  i-’ir.-.v  \ no. or  <■> iv  oil  Lim- 
it •...  u.  ftii a v rti  o,ni  ' noil*  x,  toi  -i'.ji 

l . j .u,.,  . jy  lift  ->i  Uy  - Ini  •tiir.-fi:  n • - 1 •{!;!< | ;L 

•’ -m  . .it  - j . t ■.■(■.-./at  ...tyl- . : vu  .y',  i iroiit- 

iiin-ji  oil  i !v<  - ■ i i ■ i u > i . j ir  viirf  V.  (him  giij  iko/n  .m  dd  liiohlii 


i , • j u oil  i.  , icibyn'  n/}  > . »•  -I  L* 

•I  I .vlinKM  ;.i1>  'll  • ' 1 :til  till!  lo  Olio 


. , cfc  trj 


1 I r:  . Ill  I ■ 


•i-  ! , I it  '!  'll  . ./  o ,'/i  ■•5(/ 1 , in  !•  ;*I. 

,p  I w I 'Ho  }>  | 01.  In  II  iWi  Hirllif  jj'oivto*iii  ^iw-iWiip  i.- ; rl  «) 

I :,'M,  ir;  * 


BIOGRAPHICAL  ENCYCLOPEDIA. 


603 


Cheat  Mountain,  Virginia,  when  the  enemy  under  General 
Robert  E.  Lee  attacked  him  in  strong  force  to  drive  him 
from  his  position,  but  were  forced  to  retire.  Made  Major- 
General  of  Volunteers,  in  1S62,  he  was  attached  to  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  lie  served  with  conspicuous  gal- 
lantry in  all  the  battles  of  that  army  in  that  memorable 
year.  In  September,  1862,  when  Pennsylvania  was  threatened 
with  invasion,  he  was  placed  in  command  of  the  forces  for 
the  defence  of  the  State,  and  his  skill  and  energy  were  most 
effective  in  giving  check  to  the  enemy.  lie  commanded  a 
division  under  Burnside,  and,  when  General  Hooker  was 
placed  in  command,  he  was  assigned  to  the  First  Army 
Corps.  He  was  killed  at  Gettysburg,  July  1st,  1S63,  while 
leading  a charge  on  the  enemy’s  works.  His  body  was 
buried  in  the  family  enclosure  in  the  cemetery  at  Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania,  on  July  4th,  1S63.  1 1 is  was  a character  for 

study  and  imitation.  lie  was  modest,  reticent,  studious 
and  brave.  He  possessed  all  the  qualities  of  a great  mili- 
tary leader;  severe  in  his  discipline,  he  had  no  mercy  fur  a 
delinquent  officer,  but  a never-failing  indulgence  for  the 
errors  of  the  private  soldier.  He  was  the  idol  of  the  great 
Pennsylvania  Reserve  Division.  Proud  and  pure,  he  was 
no  talking  General ; honors  came  to  him  because  they  were 
deserved,  not  asked. 


I 


i 
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URTIN,  ANDREW  GREGG,  ex-Governor  of 
Pennsylvania,  was  born  on  April  22<1,  i S 1 7 , at 
the  village  of  Bellefonte,  Centre  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania. 1 1 is  father,  Roland  Curtin,  had  settled 
there  in  1S00,  having  emigrated  to  this  country 
from  Ireland  in  1793  He  was  a wealthy  manu- 
facturer of  iron,  both  forge  and  furnace,  and  was  also  a 
gentleman  of  fine  attainments,  having  been  educated  at  the 
French  capital,  where  he  was  sent  at  the  age  of  eighteen. 
1 1 is  maternal  grandfather  was  Andrew  Gregg,  for  many 
years  a member  of  Congress,  a United  States  Senator, 
Secretary  of  State  under  Governor  Iliester,  and  candidate 
for  Governor  in  opposition  to  John  Andrew  Shul/.e.  One 
of  seven  children,  he  was  educated  in  the  best  private 
schools  at  home,  afterwards  sent  to  an  academy  under  the 
charge  of  Dr.  Keagy  at  I larrisburg,  and  finally  placed  in  a 
widely  koown  institution  at  Milton,  of  which  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Kirkpatrick  was  the  principal.  At  the  last-named  place 
he  finished  his  academic  education.  Returning  to  Belle- 
fonte, he  commenced  the  study  of  law  with  William  W. 
Potter,  afterwards  a member  of  Congress  from  that  district. 
Attracted  by  the  fame  of  Dickinson  College,  which  at  this 
period  had  a law  department  in  a flourishing  condition,  he 
was  matriculated  there,  and  became  a pupil  of  Judge  Reed, 
who  was  at  that  time  regarded  as  one  of  the  ablest  lawyers 
in  the  State.  In  1S37,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Centre 
county,  and  commenced  practice  at  Bellefonte,  in  partner- 
ship with  John  Blanchard,  an  eminent  burner  and  after- 
ward, member  of  Congress.  At  the  very  outset  of  his 


career  he  took  a leading  rank  in  his  profession,  and  early 
entered  the  political  arena,  where  his  keen  sense  of  humor, 
united  with  his  more  solid  advantages,  made  warm  admirers 
as  well  as  powerful  opponents.  In  those  days  he  was  an 
earnest  Whig.  In  1840,  he  labored  for  the  elevation  of 
General  Harrison  to  the  Presidency,  and,  in  1844,  made  a 
successful  canvass  of  the  State  for  Henry  Clay,  exciting 
great  enthusiasm  wherever  he  appeared.  In  1848,  he  was 
placed  upon  the  electoral  ticket,  and  contributed  largely  to 
the  successful  issue  of  General  Taylor’s  campaign.  lie 
was  also  an  elector  in  1852.  In  1854,  he  refused  the  nomi- 
nation for  Governor  which  was  urged  upon  him,  and 
worked  earnestly  for  his  friend.  Governor  Pollock,  under 
whose  administration  he  was  appointed  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth.  This  was  a post  of  signal  honor  and  re- 
sponsibility, as  in  addition  to  the  duly  of  Secretary  proper 
he  was  ex-officio  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools.  To 
his  fostering  care  at  this  juncture  the  schools  of  Pennsyl- 
vania are  largely  indebted  for  their  present  admirable  con- 
dition. In  i860,  be  was  nominated  as  a candidate  for 
Governor,  and  his  election  by  a majority  of  over  thirty-two 
thousand  votes  virtually  secured  the  election  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  to  the  Presidency  in  the  November  following. 
When  be  was  called  to  the  gubernatorial  chair,  the  gravest 
problems  ever  presented  to  American  statesmanship  had  to 
be  solved.  The  political  importance  of  Pennsylvania,  as 
well  as  its  geographical  position,  rendered  the  duties  of  its 
chief  officer  peculiarly  responsible,  both  North  and  South 
looking  to  it  to  avert  war,  and  every  expression  of  its  gov- 
ernment was  awaited  with  profound  interest.  Under  these 
trying  circumstances  the  Governor  spoke  for  Pennsylvania 
with  decision  and  wisdom,  and  made  a record  honorable  in 
the  highest  degree.  The  conflict  obliterated  the  old  land- 
marks in  political  teaching,  but  the  relations  of  the  States 
to  each  other,  and  the  duties  of  patriotism  as  proclaimed 
by  him  in  his  first  official  utterance,  remain  unchanged  and 
were  indorsed  throughout  the  North.  No  one  better  un- 
derstood the  magnitude  of  the  impending  conflict  at  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war.  With  a long  line  of  southern 
border  exposed  to  the  sudden  incursions  of  the  enemy,  and 
the  National  army  composed  of  oidy  three  months’  men, 
and  likely,  even  with  these,  to  be  outnumbered  in  the  field, 
he  determined  not  to  rely  upon  the  mistaken  conceptions 
of  the  National  authorities  for  the  protection  of  the  State. 
Thousands  of  men  were  already  in  camp,  or  were  on  their 
way,  their  services  having  been  accepted,  when  the  order 
of  revocation  was  received.  The  Gov  ernor,  instead  of  dis- 
banding them,  directed  that  they  preserve  their  organization, 
and  immediately  applied  to  the  Legislature  for  authority  to 
form  a corps  of  thirteen  regiments  of  infantry,  one  of 
cavalry,  and  one  of  artillery,  to  be  organized  and  equipped 
by  the  State,  to  lie  subject  to  the  call  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment if  needed,  and  to  be  at  all  times  in  readiness  for 
immediate  service.  I bis  was  the  origin  of  the  afterwards 
famous  Pt'nu  vr,\nini  Reserve  Corps.  He  was  also  cease- 
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less  in  his  devotion  to  the  interests  and  wants  of  the  soldiers. 
No  letter  from  a soldier  at  the  front,  whether  officer  or 
private,  was  ever  received  without  being  promptly  an- 
swered. In  1863,  he  was  formally  tendered  a first-class 
Foreign  Mission,  which  the  Governor  signified  his  willing- 
ness to  accept  when  his  term  should  expire.  But  in  the 
meantime  he  was  nominated  for  re-election,  and  relinquish- 
ing his  intentions  of  going  abroad  he  accepted  the  call  of 
his  fellow-citizens,  and  again  entered  upon  the  canvass.  In 
1864,  his  health  was  so  much  impaired  by  the  arduous  duties 
of  his  position  that  he  was  ordered  to  Cuba  by  his  physi- 
cians, and  thither  he  proceeded.  After  the  close  of  the 
struggle,  President  Johnson  tendered  him  a Foreign  Mis- 
sion, which  he  declined.  In  1867,  he  was  a prominent 
candidate  for  the  United  States  Senate,  and,  in  186S,  he  was 
warmly  supported  for  Vice-President,  in  connection  with 
General  Grant.  Soon  after  the  latter’s  inauguration,  he 
was  nominated  as  Minister  to  Russia,  and  the  nomination  was 
promptly  confirmed  by  the  Senate.  Just  before  embarking 
for  his  new  duty  lie  was  the  recipient  of  a marked  evidence 
of  public  respect.  The  Councils  of  Philadelphia  unani- 
mously invited  him  to  a public  reception  in  Independence 
Hall,  and,  in  addition,  the  leading  citizens,  without  distinc- 
tion of  party,  united  in  giving  him  a banquet  at  the  Aca- 
demy of  Music.  On  his  return  from  Russia  he  was  elected 
a delegate  at  large  to  the  State  Constitutional  Convention 
of  1S72  and  1S73.  No  man  *n  official  position  in  Pennsyl- 
vania had  such  an  opportunity  to  serve  his  State  and 
country  as  had  Governor  Curtin  during  the  ever  memorable 
six  years  of  his  administration  of  the  office  of  Chief  Execu- 
tive of  Pennsylvania;  and  he  more  than  met  the  measure 
of  his  responsibilities.  Of  all  the  State  Executives  of  the 
loyal  States,  he  was  most  conspicuous,  because  of  the  ex- 
ccptionably  grave  duties  which  devolved  upon  him.  1 1 is 
State,  second  to  but  one  in  population,  surpassed  by  none 
in  her  material  wealth  and  diversified  industry,  exposed 
for  hundreds  of  miles  to  border  incursions  from  the  enemy, 
and  potential  in  every  political  utterance  in  declaring  the 
will  of  the  nation  touching  the  policy  of  the  Government  in 
prosecuting  the  war,  he  spoke  and  acted  almost  as  an  oracle 
for  the  whole  North,  and  no  one  State  officer  was  so  widely 
respected  and  obeyed.  And  in  all  the  various  new  and 
complicated  duties  accepted  by  him  as  Governor  of  the 
State,  he  moulded  the  policy  and  dictated  the  actions  of 
other  faithful  Commonwealths.  He  was  the  first  Executive 
to  reinforce  the  defeated  and  demoralized  Army  of  the 
Union  after  Bull  Run  ; the  first  to  have  his  State  officially 
represented  at  the  Capital  to  care  for  the  interests  of  the 
soldiers  in  the  field  ; the  first  to  have  the  officers  of  the 
State  with  every  army  where  the  Pennsylvania  warrior  was 
in  service,  to  feed  the  hungry,  minister  to  the  sick  and 
wounded  and  return  the  dead  for  burial  with  their  kindred, 
and  he  was  the  first  to  gather  the  orphans  of  the  fallen  sol- 
diers into  homes  and  schools  as  the  children  of  the  State. 
These  were  all  his  measures — the  creation  of  that  enlarged 


humanity  that  has  made  him  single  from  the  common  race 
of  officials;  and  these  records,  written  ineffaceably  by  his 
official  acts  on  the  brightest  annals  of  our  Commonwealth, 
have  endeared  him  to  his  people  without  regard  to  party 
prejudices.  He  married  Catharine,  daughter  of  William  J. 
Wilson,  M.  I).,  of  Centre  county,  and  has  one  son  and  four 
daughters  living. 

/ O9 

J^RUBB,  CLEMENT  B.,  Iron  Manufacturer,  was 
Cl  I A born  in  Mount  Hope,  Lancaster  county,  Pennsyl- 
( ,IJ  I vania,  February  11th,  1815.  His  ancestors  were 
<•.-  , of  Welsh  extraction.  His  father,  Henry  B. 

e,'~  ^ 3 Grubb,  was  a well-known  and  wealthy  iron  mas- 

ter of  New  Hope,  who  unfortunately  died  when 
his  son  was  but  seven  years  of  age.  The  business  was,  how- 
ever, carried  on  by  the  mother,  a lady  of  remarkable  charac- 
ter, the  daughter  of  Daniel  Buckley,  a large  farmer  and  promi- 
nent iron-worker  of  Lancaster  county.  Every  educational 
advantage  that  wealth  could  bestow  was  freely  lavished  upon 
the  boy.  His  preliminary  studies  were  conducted  in  the' 
schools  of  Long  Island  and  Flushing,  New  York ; the 
learning  of  his  riper  years  he  acquired  in  the  high  schools 
and  private  academies  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania.  At 
the  age  of  seventeen,  itr  1S32,  he  entered  the  establishment 
conducted  by  his  mother,  in  the  capacity  of  book-keeper, 
and  remained  in  that  subordinate  but  responsible  position 
until  he  had  attained  his  majority.  He  then,  in  connection 
with  his  elder  brother  Edward,  assumed  control  of  the 
entire  estate  and  carried  on  the  business  under  the  firm- 
title  of  E.  & C.  B.  Grubb.  The  advent  of  the  new  part- 
nership was  marked  by  the  exhibition  of  youthful  energy 
and  enterprise.  They  immediately  proceeded  to  rebuild 
the  old  furnaces  and  to  erect  new  works  upon  such  an  ex- 
tensive scale  that  they  soon  became  the  heaviest  iron  manu- 
facturers in  Pennsylvania.  The  marked  success  which  at- 
tended the  efforts  of  the  young  firm  is  attributable  to  the 
superiority  of  their  product,  their  new  appliances  and  intel- 
ligent management  soon  gaining  them  the  reputation  of 
making  the  best  charcoal  iron  in  the  State.  About  the 
year  1S51,  the  copartnership  was  dissolved  by  mutual  con- 
sent, and  two  years  later,  in  1853,  Clement  B.  Grubb  built 
the  St.  Charles  Anthracite  Furnace  at  Columbia, -Pennsyl- 
vania. He  was  also  largely  interested  in  the  Port  Deposit 
Furnace.  He  subsequently  disposed  of  his  interest  in 
several  furnaces  to  his  brother,  Bates  Grubb,  and  also  made 
sale  of  all  the  original  works  except  “ The  Coiljirus,”  which 
he  still  owns  in  connection  with  a large  tract  (many  thou- 
sand acres)  of  timber  land.  In  1S72,  he  associated  in 
partnership  with  himself  his  only  son,  Charles,  under  the 
firm-title  of  C.  B.  Grubb  & Son,  and  they  are  now  operat- 
ing the  St.  Charles  and  Henry  Clay  Furnaces,  near  Colum- 
bia, Pennsylvania,  and  are  doing  a most  extensive  business. 
The  firm  owning  several  tracts  of  iron  land,  which  produce 
a very  valuable  quality  of  ore,  are  enabled  to  compete  sue- 
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cessfully  with  all  others  in  the  trade.  Mr.  Grubb  is  an 
energetic  promoter  of  internal  improvements  and  ever  alive 
to  the  interests  of  his  section  and  State,  lie  built  and  was 
for  many  years  President  of  the  North  Lebanon  Plank  Road, 
and  is  now  the  President  of  the  h irst  National  Bank  of  Lan- 
caster. He  is  a leading  member  of  the  St.  James’  Episcopal 
Church  and  is  a perfect  type  of  the  cultivated,  high-minded, 
Christian  merchant  and  gentleman.  He  was  married,  Feb- 
ruary 27th,  1S41,  to  a daughter  of  Charles  Brook,  an  exten- 
sive iron  manufacturer  of  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania. 
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fTV  A RI.EY,  HENRY,  Operator  in  Oil,  was  born  in 
Canton,  Stark  county,  Ohio,  April  28th,  1S39. 
His  preliminary  education  was  acquired  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  place,  and,  when 
in  his  sixteenth  year,  he  entered  the  Rensselaer 
Polytechnic  Institute,  at  Troy,  New  York,  from 
which,  in  185S,  he  graduated  with  all  the  honors  of  the  in- 
stitution, as  a Civil  Engineer.  Subsequently,  he  became 
Assistant  Engineer  upon  the  Troy  & Boston  Railroad, 
and  Ifoosac  Tunnel,  of  which  General  Herman  Haupt,  at 
an  earlier  date  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Pennsylvania  Central 
Railroad,  was  Chief  Engineer.  He  was  afterward  ap- 
pointed Principal  Assistant  Engineer  of  this  enterprise,  and 
the  entire  management  of  the  work  of  the  Iloosac  Tunnel 


was  confided  to  his  care.  He  was  thus  occupied  until  the 
outbreak  of  the  Rebellion  in  1861,  when,  Massachusetts 
withdrawing  her  aid,  operations  were  temporarily  sus- 
pended. In  1S62,  he  moved  to  Pittsburgh,  and,  interest- 
ing himself  in  the  Petroleum  trade,  met  with  great  success, 
being  the  active  partner  of  the  firm  of  Richardson,  Harley 
& Co.,  then  one  of  the  most  extensive  petroleum  commis- 
sion houses  in  the  western  section  of  the  State.  In  1863, 
branch  houses  were  opened  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia, 
and,  moving  to  the  latter  citv,  he  undertook  the  sole  super- 
vision and  direction  of  this  department  of  the  business. 
Subsequently,  associating  himself  with  the  Hon.  Augustus 
Schell,  the  late  Benjamin  Nathans,  John  Bloodgood,  James 
McLean,  and  other  capitalists,  lie  became  interested  with 
them  in  the  purchase  for  oil  development  of  large  tracts  of 
land  in  West  Virginia.  In  the  autumn  of  1S64,  owing  to 
the  engrossing  nature  of  his  new  venture,  he  was  obliged  to 
dissolve  his  connection  with  the  house  of  Richardson, 
Harley  & Co.  In  1S55,  the  West  Virginia  essay  not  prov- 
ing successful,  he  became  engaged  on  Oil  Creek,  in  Ve- 
nango county,  Pennsylvania,  in  constructing  pipe  lines  for 
the  more  rapid  and  economical  transit  of  petroleum  from 
the  wells  to  various  points  of  shipment.  The  pipe  line 
from  Pit  Hole  to  Miller  Farm,  constructed  in  the  fall  of 
1865,  by  Mr.  Van  Syckle  of  Titusville,  involved  its  pro- 
jector in  financial  embari assments,  and  ultimately  came  into 
the  possession  of  Abbot  A Harley,  who  then  owned  one- 
half  the  Pit  Hole  and  Miller  Farm  Line,  while  II.  Harley 


owned  individually  the  whole  of  the  Benninghoff  Run 
Line;  these  two  lines  were  consolidated,  and  for  a short 
time  the  business  was  prosecuted  under  the  firm-name  of 
Abbot  A Harley.  About  this  time  the  latter  commenced 
the  construction  of  a pipe  line  from  Benninghoff  run  to 
Shaffer  farm,  and  while  occupied  in  that  important  under- 
taking met  with  much  and  dangerous  opposition  from  the 
resident  teamsters,  w ho  looked  upon  such  enterprises  as 
violations  of  their  rights.  In  the  spring  of  1S66,  however, 
despite  their  turbulence  and  open  warfare,  the  line  was 
completed,  success  crowned  every  effort,  and  he  was  uni- 
versally applauded  for  his  fearless  energy  and  perseverance. 
In  1S67,  the  Western  Transportation  Company,  holding 
the  only  charter  granted  by  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature,  at 
that  period,  for  transporting  oil  from  the  wells  to  railway 
stations,  fell  under  the  control  of  the  partners,  and  their 
lines  were  then  organized  under  the  charter  of  the  old 
Western  Transportation  Company,  and  entitled  the  Alle- 
gheny Transportation  Company,  II.  Harley  being  subse- 
quently elected  its  President.  In  1868,  this  organi/.  ti  >n 
was  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  institutions  in  the  oil 
country,  and  Jay  Gould  obtained  control,  by  purchase,  of 
its  extensive  and  valuable  interests.  II.  Harley  was 
then  appointed  Superintendent  of  the  Oil  Traffic  of  the 
Atlantic  & Great  Western  and  Erie  Railways,  and  acted 
in  this  responsible  capacity  until  he  embarked  for  Europe. 
In  August,  1871,  he  became  the  chief  organizer  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Transportation  Company,  with  a capital  of 
81,700,000,  owning  anil  operating  nearly  500  miles  of  pipe 
line  running  throughout  Triumph,  Pleasantville,  Tidioute, 
Irwincton,  Oil  City,  Shawburg  and  Titusville,  and  having 
its  apex  at  Miller  farm;  eventually,  after  acting  as  Director 
in  that  enterprise,  he  was  elected  President.  The  above 
company  is  one  of  the  most  substantial  and  extensive  estab- 
lishments in  the  country,  while  its  stockowners  are  men 
of  great  wealth  and  tried  ability.  At  the  present  time  its 
President  is  a resident  of  Titusville,  and  is  widely  admired 
and  esteemed  for  his  many  sterling  talents  and  the  pleasant 
courteousness  w hich  characterizes  all  his  actions,  w hether 
in  public  or  in  private  life. 


F.LLES,  CHARLES  F.,  Landholder,  was  born  at 
Glastonbury,  Connecticut,  November  5th,  17S9. 
1 1 is  father  was  George  Welles,  fifth  in  descent 
from  Governor  Thomas  Welles,  who  founded 
the  family  in  America  in  the  yeirr  1636.  The 
origin  of  the  family  wans  Norman  ; and  during 
the  reigns  of  the  Plantagenet  kings  of  England  there  were 
six  barons  of  the  name  in  line,  holding  seats  in  Parliament 
and  lands  in  Lincoln  and  Yorkshire.  Two  brothers  were 
prelates  in  the  time  of  Richard  and  John;  Hugo  de  Welles, 
called  “ Saint  Hugh,”  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  and  Josceline  de 
Welles,  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells.  These  men  were  in 
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large  part  the  constructors  of  the  splendid  cathedrals  of 
Lincoln  and  Wells.  A third  brother,  Simon,  went  with  Cceur 
de  Lion  on  his  crusades.  During  the  Wars  of  the  Roses, 
the  family  lost  their  titles  and  estates,  the  heads  of  it  per- 
ishing one  by  one  as  York  or  Lancaster  in  turn  gained  the 
ascendency.  George  Welles,  whose  wife  was  Prudence, 
daughter  of  Colonel  Elizur  Talcott,  removed  with  his 
funily  from  Glastonbury  to  Athens,  Bradford  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, about  the  year  179S.  1 1 is  second  son,  Charles, 

was  sent  a few  years  later  to  his  native  Slate,  where  he 
received  some  advantages  of  education  at  the  famous  Bacon 
Academy  at  Colchester.  He  was  of  a poetic  and  imagina- 
tive turn  of  mind,  and  during  his  youth  wrote  some 
passable  verses  which  were  generally  published  in  the  Port 
Folio,  a monthly  miscellany  of  elegant  literature,  published 
in  Philadelphia  by  Joseph  Dennie.  In  1S12,  upon  the 
erection  of  Bradford  county,  he  was  appointed  by  Governor 
Snyder  its  first  Prothonotary,  Register,  Recorder  and  Clerk 
of  the  Courts.  During  his  tenure  of  these  offices  he  took 
an  active  part  in  politics,  owning  the  press  and  good-will 
of  the  Democratic  county  organ,  the  Bradford  Gazette. 
The  party  spirit  in  those  days  ran  high,  particularly  in  small 
border  neighborhoods;  and  the  trenchant  character  of  his 
political  writings  was  such  as  would  in  later  days  produce 
a strong  sensation.  In  1S18,  he  was  succeeded  in  office 
by  the  appointees  of  Governor  Findlay,  toward  whose  elec- 
tion he  had  contributed  by  zealous  and  incessant  labors. 
This  apparent  ingratitude  had  the  effect  of  disgusting  him 
with  political  life ; and  in  1822  he  removed  to  Wyalusing, 
in  the  same  county,  where,  in  the  various  pursuits  of  agri- 
culture, surveying  and  the  care  of  great  landed  estates,  he 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  days,  lie  was  originally  edu- 
cated for  the  bar,  which  fact  was  of  great  value  to  him  in 
his  laud  business;  and  it  was  said  of  him  that  no  man  in 
northern  Pennsylvania  had  so  extensive  and  accurate  a 
knowledge  of  the  nature  and  situation  of  land  titles  and  the 
laws  bearing  upon  them.  lie  was  also  a practical  surveyor, 
and  knew  personally  every  rod  of  the  boundary  lines  of 
several  large  estates  which  were  in  his  charge.  lie  was 
the  model  of  an  indulgent  landlord  ; and  no  matter  how 
vindictive  the  spirit  of  opposition  on  the  part  of  the 
“ Squatters,”  whose  possessions  he  was  forced  to  interfere 
with,  his  good  sense  and  forbearance,  combined  with 
judicious  firmness,  invariably  won  the  day  and  turned 
enmity  into  friendship.  When  asked  for  the  secret  of  his 
uniform  success  in  his  numerous  land-suits,  he  replied  : 
“I  always  know  my  case  before  I begin.”  1 1 is  tastes 
were  literary  and  his  reading  large,  the  science  of  geology 
being  his  favorite  study.  I11  social  life  he  was  generally 
pleasant  and  genial  : somewhat  taciturn  and  reticent  in 
mixed  company;  but,  when  wakened  by  the  suggestion  of 
some,  favorite  topic,  he  was  one  of  the  most  instructive 
and  delightful  of  talkers.  Tall  and  of  erect  and  dignified 
carriage,  his  port  was  that  of  the  old  school  gentleman. 
1 le  mai  ried,  in  1816,  the  daughter  ot  the  lale  Judge  Hoi 


lenback,  of  Wilkcsbarrc,  by  whom  he  had  a large  family 
of  children,  all  but  two  of  whom  survived  him.  He  died, 
from  the  effects  of  a fall  from  his  carriage,  September  23d, 
1866,  aged  nearly  seventy-seven  years. 


TRUTH  ERS,  THOMAS,  Lawyer,  Capitalist, 
Coal,  Iron  and  Railroad  Operator,  was  born  in 
the  Connecticut  Western  Reserve,  in  1803.  1 1 is 

father,  John  Slrulhers,  was  of  Scotch  extraction, 
and,  originally  from  the  Stale  of  Maryland,  settled 
in  Washington  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  1776. 
As  a practical  land-surveyor,  lie  was  one  of  the  most  useful 
men  in  the  community,  and  commanded  a company  of 
Mounted  Rangers  who  greatly  aided  the  Government  in  its 
conflicts  with  the  hostile  Indians.  In  the  above-mentioned 
reserve  he  was  one  of  the  first  settlers,  and  ultimately  be- 
came one  of  its  most  prominent  and  influential  citizens. 
Thomas  acquired  in  his  native  place  a practical  and  useful 
education,  attending  school  during  the  winter  months  and 
working  on  his  parent’s  farm  during  the  summer  season. 
Subsequently,  he  entered  upon  a more  extensive  course  of 
studies,  and,  when  in  his  seventeenth  year,  became  a student 
in  Jefferson  College.  He  afterward  commenced  the  study 
of  law  under  A.  W.  Poster,  an  eminent  practitioner  of 
Creensburg,  Westmoreland  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  in 
January,  1827,  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  In  December, 
1S2S,  he  moved  to  Warren,  Pennsylvania,  and  since  has 
chiefly  resided  in  that  place,  lie  soon  secured  a large  and 
lucrative  practice  and  engaged  actively  in  the  land  agency 
business,  disposing  of  lands  owned  by  various  capitalists  and 
introducing  many  settlers  into  the  regions,  promising  hand- 
some returns  to  those  able  and  willing  to  develop  their  vast 
resources.  While  interested  in  the  latter  occupation,  how- 
ever, he  found  that,  owing  to  the  Inc k of  railroad  facilities, 
it  was  no  easy  matter  to  draw  the  attention  of  emigrants  to 
the  vast  tracts  placed  in  his  charge.  To  secure  the  opening 
up  of  the  wilderness  partly  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  and 
partly  in  that  of  New  York  then  became  an  all-engrossing 
idea.  In  1836,  as  a delegate  from  Warren  county,  lie  to  >k 
his  seal  in  the  convention  held  at  Williamsport,  com  eneflv, 
to  consider  the  best  means  of  securing  to  Philadelphia  a 
share  in  the  large  trade  of  the  lakes.  Prom  this  meeting 
arose  the  scheme  for  the  Sunbury  & Erie  Railroad,  and  he, 
with  others,  was  appointed  to  lay  the  subject  before  the 
Legislature.  Eventually,  the  passage  of  the  bill  was  secured, 
but  was  not  brought  to  a vote  until  April,  1837^  I11  the 

organization  of  the  company  he  was  chosen  a Director, 
while  Nicholas  Biddle,  the  financier,  acted  as  President;  in 
)838-’39,  careful  surveys  were  made,  the  line  located,  and 
the  work  of  grading  commenced  in  1840.  A return  o(  the 
financial  panic  of  1 837,  however,  caused  a cessation  of  labor 
until  1851,  and  it  was  not  until  1862  that  the  road  was 
lin.dly  completed;  throughout  the  whole  of  that  period 
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Thomas  Struthers  was  noted  as  an  aide  and  tireiess  advo- 
cate and  supporter,  and  to  him  must  be  mainly  credited  the 
ultimate  completion  of  the  line.  Prior  to  this  time  he  was 
connected  with  General  Wilson  in  the  construction  of  the 
fust  railroad  in  California,  from  Sacramento  to  Folsome,  or 
Negro  Par,  procuring  all  the  needed  rails  and  equipments 
from  Boston,  Massachusetts,  lie  was  also  interested  with 
others  in  the  construction  of  street  railways  in  the  city  of 
Cincinnati;  anil,  with  O’Reilly,  Brooks  and  others,  under- 
took the  improvement  of  the  Des  Moines  river  for  steamboat 
navigation.  Operating  extensively  in  wild  lands,  he  met 
with  great  success,  and  in  1S57  sold  his  interest  in  the  pur- 
chase of  130,000  acres  from  A.  M.  Jones,  uf  Philadelphia, 
subsequently  becoming  largely  interested  in  railroad  con- 
tracts. Later,  he  originated  and  successfully  organized  vari- 
ous railroads  of  great  importance,  viz.  : the  Oil  Creek  Rail-' 
road,  of  which  he  is  President;  the  Cross  Cut  Railroad  and 
other  branch  roads  in  different  parts  of  the  State.  In  1S63, 
he  purchased  a farm  of  over  400  acres,  in  Mahoning  county, 
Ohio,  and  since  his  return  from  Europe,  in  1S67,  has  erected 
on  it  the  largest  and  most  successful  furnace  in  the  State, 
and  founded  a village  called  Struthers,  containing  a post- 
office,  saw-mill,  church,  hotel,  store  and  a station  on  the 
Laurence  Railroad,  besides  a thriving  and  industiious 
population.  lie  has  a large  interest  in  a neighboring  coal 
field,  in  several  furnaces  and  rolling-mills,  the  furnaces 
consuming  1000  tons  of  coal  per  diem  and  yielding  nearly 
half  that  amount  of  metal.  The  Brown  & Struthers  Iron 
Works,  of  which  he  is  the  President  and  largest  share- 
holder, is  one  of  the  most  prosperous  institutions  in  Western 
Pennsylvania,  its  engines  and  mills  being  found  from  Mus- 
kegon to  Florida.  In  politics,  he  is  a zealous  and  influ- 
ential advocate  of  the  Whig  and  Republican  principles, 
and  warmly  supports  the  protective  tariff  system.  lie  was 
a member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1872,  and 
while  acting  in  that  capacity  served  ably  on  several  im- 
p irtant  committees.  In  addition  to  the  various  interests 
and  businesses  mentioned,  he  is  proprietor,  part  owner  and 
director  in  many  other  enterprises.  lie  was  married,  in 
1 S3 1,  to  Emma  Eddy. 
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o EWELL,  JAMES,  Mechanic  and  Legislator,  was 
born  in  West  Philadelphia,  February  13th,  1 S 3 5 . 
1 1 is  parents  are  also  both  natives  of  the  same 
place ; the  father,  Samuel  Newell,  having  been 
for  many  years  engaged  there  in  the  manufacture 
of  augers,  is  well  known  and  highly  respected. 
Ills  education,  which  was  a thoroughly  practical  one,  was 
acquired  at  the  Newton  Grammar  School  of  West  Phila- 
delphia. Immediately  after  quitting  school  he  was,  at  his 
own  request,  apprenticed  to  the  gas  fitting  trade,  in  which 
he  continued  as  a learner  and  employe,  mastering  the 
details  of  the  business  with  the  quickness  of  an  intelligent 
mind,  until  he  attained  his  majority.  lie  then  opened  an 


establishment  of  his  own,  and  was  soon  engaged  in  meet- 
ing the  demands  of  a rapidly  increasing  trade.  Having 
from  his  early  manhood  evinced  a strong  interest  and  taken 
an  active  part  in  politics,  his  services  were  soon  rewarded 
by  position.  In  April,  1S61,  he  was  appointed,  by  the 
Trustees  of  the  Philadelphia  Gas  Works,  Registrar  of  Gas 
for  West  Philadelphia;  this  post  he  filled  for  two  years, 
w hen  he  was  retired  in  consequence  of  a change  in  the 
political  complexion  of  the  trust.  He  was  almost  immedi- 
ately commissioned  Assistant  Assessor  of  Internal  Revenue 
fur  the  District  uf  West  Philadelphia,  and  performed  the 
duties  pertaining  to  that  office  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  de- 
partment during  the  administration  of  President  Lincoln. 
Upon  the  accession  of  Andrew  Johnson  to  the  Presidency, 
his  political  views  not  being  in  accord  with  the  administra- 
tion, he  was  retired  from  his  office,  and  returned  to  the  trade 
he  had  relinquished.  lie  continued  at  his  business  pur- 
suits until  the  election  of  General  Grant,  when  he  was 
again  appointed  to  the  post  from  which  he  had  been  re- 
lieved, anil  held  it  until  January  1st,  1873,  when  he  ten- 
dered his  resignation,  having  been  elected  to  the  State 
Legislature  as  Representative  from  the  Eighteenth  District. 
This  honor  was  again  conferred  upon  him  by  a well- 
satisfied  constituency  in  the  ensuing  year.  So  creditable 
was  his  record  and  so  effective  his  services  in  behalf  of  his 
section  that  he  was  renominated,  without  opposition,  for 
the  sessions  of  1 S7 5— ’yG.  He  is  now  a member  uf  the 
Republican  Slate  Convention  from  the  Fourth  Senatorial 
District  of  Pennsylvania. 
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F/fl  EALE,  EDWARD  FITZGERALD,  of  Chester, 
’.J  / Pennsylvania,  was  born  in  Washington,  District 
Si  ; of  Columbia,  February  4th,  1 S22.  lie  i.s  descen- 
ded  from  ancestors  distinguished  in  the  history  of 
our  country.  He  is  a grandson  of  Commodore 
Truxlun,  of  the  United  States  Navy,  and  son  of 
Paymaster  Beale,  of  the  same  service,  both  of  w hom  had  re- 
ceived, as  the  reward  of  conspicuous  gallantry,  medals  from  a 
grateful  country  through  the  I louses  of  Congress.  I lis  early 
education  was  acquired  at  Georgetown  College,  wTTqe  he 
continued  until  he  received  an  appointment  to  the  Ur.jCcd 
Slates  Naval  Academy,  in  1S36.  lie  graduated  in  1S4A, 
and  was  assigned  as  Midshipman  to  the  line-of-battle-ship  ^ 


“ Columbus,”  and  in  her  made  a cruise  to  the  Mediterra- 
nean. He  afterwards  accompanied  Commodore  Stockton  to 
California,  and  served  both  upon  land  and  sea  under  Stock- 
ton  and  General  Kearney  during  the  Mexican  War,  being 
an  active  participant  in  the  Conquest  of  California  and  per- 
forming deeds  of  soldierly  valor  that  read  as  a page  of 
romance.  At  the  termination  of  the  war  he  received  from 
his  brother  officers  a handsome  sword  of  honor  and  epnu- 
j|s,  with  a petition  for  h : s promotion  for  gallant  conduct. 
The  sword  bears  the  following  inscription: 
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Presented  by  the  officers  of  the  United  States  Navy,  on 
the  Station  at  San  Diego,  California,  to  Lieutenant  Edward 
Beale,  of  the  United  States  Navy,  for  his  gallant  conduct  in 
the  charge  upon  the  Mexican  forces  at  San  Pasquale  and 
San  Bernardino,  and  his  carrying  intelligence  to  San  Diego 
of  the  position  of  General  Kearney,  through  the  enemy’s 
lines  at  great  personal  risk,  on  the  6th  and  7th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1S46. 

He  was  detailed  by  Commodore  Stockton  to  bear  to 
Washington  the  despatches  containing  the  intelligence  of  the 
Conquest  of  California.  The  following  is  the  letter  notify- 
in  ■■  him  of  his  assignment: 

United  States  Frigate  “ Congress,”  1 

1 1 ARitoit  oe  San  Diego,  February  <)th,  1847.  J 

Sir:  — I have  selected  you  to  be  the  bearer  of  the  accom- 
panying despatches  to  the  Navy  Department  in  consequence 
of  your  heroic  conduct  in  volunteering  to  leave  General 
Kearney’s  camp  (then  surrounded  by  the  enemy)  to  go  to 
the  garrison  of  San  Diego  for  assistance,  and  because  of  the 
perils  and  hardships  you  underwent  during  that  dangerous 
journey  to  procure  aid  for  your  suffering  fellow-soldiers. 
You  will  proceed,  etc.,  etc.  Faithfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, R.  F.  Stockton. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  Mexican  War  he  resigned  his 
c nnmission  and  was  immediately  appointed  Superintendent 
of  Indian  Affairs  for  New  Mexico  and  California,  on  retir- 
ing from  which  position  he  received  at  the  hands  of  his 
associates  a service  of  plate  bearing  the  following  in- 
scription : 

Presented  to  Lieutenant  Edward  F.  Beale,  from  those 
who  served  under  him  during  his  administration  of  Indian 
Affairs  in  California.  A tribute  of  affection  and  respect  to 
one  whose  plan  for  Indian  civilization  was  conceived  in  the 
purest  spirit  of  philanthropy,  pursued  with  self-sacrificing 
devotion  and  energy  and  crowned  with  the  most  pre- 
eminent success — 1S54. 

Under  Governor  Johnson,  and  at  the  especial  request  of 
Major-General  Wool,  United  States  Army,  he  was  ap- 
poinle  l a Brigadier-General  and  conv.ni  sioned  t > bring  to 
a conclusion  the  Indian  war  in  California,  which  delicate 
service  he  performed  with  his  usual  discrimination,  and 
most  satisfactorily.  lie  made  many  highly  important  ex- 
plorations across  the  continent,  and  was  appointed  to  run 
out  the  thirty-fifth  parallel  of  latitude  from  the  Mississippi 
river  l > the  Pacific  Ocean,  with  a view  to  the  establishment 
and  construction  of  a national  highway  or  wagon  road. 
II:  was  also  detailed  by  the  President  and  Secretary  of 
War  to  examine  and  report  on  the  efficiency  of  camels  as  a 
means  of  overland  transportation,  all  of  which  matters  he 
investigated  thoroughly,  mastered  fully,  and  satisfactorily 
reported  upon.  In  1S61,  he  was  appointed  Surveyor- 
General  of  California  and  Nevada  by  President  Lincoln, 
but  applied  for  active  service  during  the  Civil  War  in  the 
following  letter : 

San  Francisco,  California,  24/b  Ju!v,  1S01. 

A short  time  ago  you  did  me  the  honor  to  appoint  me  to  I 
a most  important  and  responsible  position,  for  v,  hich  I beg  1 


you  to  accept  rny  most  grateful  acknowledgment.  Under 
any  other  condition  of  public  affairs,  you  have  left  111c 
nothing  to  desire.  But  to  the  Hag  under  which  I have  re- 
ceived honorable  wounds — -under  which  my  father  and 
grandfather  fought  for  the  honor  and  glory  of  the  country — 
I think  I owe  something  more  in  this  hour  of  trial  than  a 
mere  performance  of  duty  in  a position  of  ease  and  quiet. 
To  the  Government  I owe  early  education  and  support ; 
for  I entered  its  service  almost  a child,  and  I feel  towards 
it  a filial  affection  and  gratitude;  all  that  I have— even  my 
life— I owe  to  it,  and  it  is  a debt  I am  willing  gratefully 
and  cheerfully  to  discharge.  From  fourteen  to  twenty-five 
my  life  was  passed  at  sea,  and  for  the  past  fifteen  years 
principally  on  the  great  plains  and  on  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains. I served  during  the  Mexican  War,  and  at  its  close 
resigned  and  have  been  engaged  in  many  positions  of  im- 
portance since.  I know  that  1 am  resolute,  patient  and 
active,  and  if  I had  not  courage  my  love  of  country  would 
supply  the  want  of  it  in  such  a time  as  this.  Devoted  to 
my  country  and  owing  it  everything  I have  in  the  world, 
I write  to  offer  my  services  to  you  in  any  capacity  you  may 
wish  to  use  them  until  the  present  Rebellion  is  crushed  out 
of  the  land.  You  cannot  add  to  the  distinction  you  have 
already  conferred  upon  me  by  any  appointment,  for  there  is 
none  within  your  gift  more  distinguished  or  more  honor- 
able, nor  do  I desire  any  change  except  that  I may  more 
efficiently  serve  the  United  States.  In  a word,  I simply 
wish  to  offer  my  life  for  the  flag. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

F..  F.  Beai.e. 

To  1 1 is  Excellency  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Since  the  termination  of  his  services  as  Surveyor-General 
he  has  devoted  himself  to  his  own  individual  interests, 
being  entirely  employed  in  the  details  of  his  extensive  land 
and  cattle  business.  He  is  one  of  the  largest  land-owners 
and  sheep  and  cattle-raisers  in  the  country.  IIL  ranche, 
about  eighty  miles  north  of  Los  Angeles,  California,  con- 
tains 200,000  acres  of  land  and  flocks  and  herds  unnum- 
bered. He  was  married,  June  27th,  1S49,  to  Mary  E., 
daughter  of  the  Hon.  Samuel  Edwards,  and  for  five  years 
resided  upon  his  California  possessions  with  his  family. 
He  is  in  all  respects  a man  of  mark,  as  well  as  a scholar 
of  extensive  and  varied  acquirements.  The  bare  record  of 
the  services  he  has  performed  impresses  the  reader  with 
an  appreciating  sense  of  his  unselfish  patriotism  and  high 
character. 


3 “ 


X 

ILLER,  REUBEN,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Philadelphia, 
near  Frankford,  Pennsylvania,  in  June,  1805.  Ilis 
parents  were  Pennsylvanians,  and  his  father  re- 
moved to  Pittsburgh  when  he  was  ab^mt  four 
months  old.  Having  received  a very  good  edu- 
cation at  the  Old  Academy,  under  Joseph  Stock- 
ton,  he  went  into  his  father’s  store,  who  had  commenced  a 
small  business  in  manufacturing  cut  nails  by  hand,  Reuben 
often  assisting  in  heading  the  barrels.  In  the  summer  of 
1S24,  he  commenced  business  for  himself,  opening  a gro- 
cery store  on  Liberty  street.  He  soon  became  successful. 
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and  built  a store  at  the  corner  of  Tenth  and  Liberty  streets, 
which  lie  still  owns,  lie  has  been  member  of  Common 
and  Select  Councils  in  Pittsburgh  and  Allegheny  C.ty,  and 
for  thirteen  years  was  member  of  the  Second  Ward  School 
Board,  representing  that  ward  at  the  time  of  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  High  School  therein.  There  was  much  oppo- 
sition at  the  time,  but  his  perseverance  helped  to  carry  the 
measure.  In  1S40,  he  gave  up  the  grocery  business,  and, 
in  connection  with  William  C.  Robinson  and  Benjamin 
Minis,  founded  the  Washington  Works,  in  Birmingham, 
near  Pittsburgh,  for  the  manufacture  of  steam-engines,  llis 
firm  built  the  first  iron  steamboat  that  was  floated  in  the 
Western  waters.  At  the  organization  of  the  Mechanics’ 
Bank  he  was  a large  stockholder,  and  subsequently  was 
elected  President,  a position  he  resigned  in  1 S 5 5 . After 
the  great  fire  of  1S45,  which  broke  up  the  insurance  com- 
panies, the  Western  was,  in  1849,  the  first  to  reorganize  ; 
he  was  elected  President,  but  refused  to  accept  the  position 
while  continuing  a Director.  He  was  married,  in  1826,  to 
Ann  Leishman,  daughter  of  Peter  Harvey,  of  Philadelphia, 
and  has  a grown  up  family,  several  of  his  sons  being  citizens 
of  prominence. 


WDERGRTFT,  JACOB  J.,  Merchant,  Manufac- 
turer and  Capitalist,  was  born  in  Pittsburgh,  Penn- 
sylvania, April  10th,  1S27.  His  father,  William 
K.  Vandergrift,  had  long  resided  in  that  city  pur- 
suing his  avocation  of  carpenter  and  builder; 
later  in  life,  and  during  the  childhood  of  the 
son,  he  engaged  in  steamboating  upon  the  Ohio  river,  be- 
tween Pittsburgh  and  Cincinnati.  Jacob’s  educational  ad- 
vantages were  very  meagre,  for,  owing  to  the  pecuniary 
misfortunes  of  his  father,  he  was  at  an  early  age  thrown 
upon  his  own  resources  to  gain  a livelihood.  At  sixteen 
years  of  age  he  obtained  a situation  upon  a steamboat  plying 
upon  the  Allegheny.  The  energy  and  close  attention  to 
duty  which  he  at  all  times  exhibited  attracted  the  attention 
of  his  employers,  and  he  gradually  attained  positions  of 
higher  importance  until,  in  1853,  he  had  risen  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  “ Hail  Columbia,”  at  that  time  one  of  the 
finest  steamboats  upon  the  Wabash  river.  In  this  position 
he  remained  for  several  years,  trading  between  Pittsburgh 
and  Lafayette,  Indiana.  In  t86o,  he  retired  from  river 
life,  and,  going  to  Western  Virginia,  became  interested  in 
the  oil  sections  of  that  country,  and  was  proceeding  in  bis 
arrangements  for  obtaining  that  product  when  interrupted 
by  the  commencement  of  the  Civil  War.  He  was  finally 
forced  to  leave  the  Stale,  abandoning  his  operations  and 
sacrificing  Iris  investments.  Nothing  daunted  by  the  dis- 
couraging circumstances  attending  bis  first  venture  after  oil, 
in  1802,  he  moved  to  ( )il  City,  Pennsylvania.  This  locality 
at  that  time  was  almost  a wilderness,  the  great  business  in 
the  earth’s  product  being  then  in  its  infancy  and  the  market 
supply  limited.  Here  he  engaged  in  trade  as  a dealer  anil 
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shipper,  and  in  this  line  continued  until  1S65,  at  which 
date  he  commenced  operations  as  a producer  in  connection 
with  his  already  established  business,  associating  with  him 
a partner  and  dealing  under  the  firm-name  of  Vandergrift 
& Co.  This  copartnership  continued  for  two  years,  when 
it  was  dissolved  and  a connection  formed,  in  1868,  with 
George  V.  Forman.  The  new  firm  immediately  entered 
upon  most  extensive  operations,  laying  miles  of  pipes  from 
different  points  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  oil  from  the  wells  to  the  shipping  depot.  This 
was  meeting  a want  long  felt,  and  the  reward  of  the  ener- 
getic projectors  of  the  improvement  was  a large  and  satis- 
factory increase  in  commercial  reputation,  business,  and 
money.  In  1872,  the  Imperial  Oil  Refinery  Works,  one 
of  the  most  extensive  establishments  of  the  kind  in  the  State, 
was  placed  in  operation  ; the  erection  of  this  industry  being 
mainly  due  to  Mr.  Vandergrift,  who  was  one  of  the  original 
projectors  of  the  enterprise,  and  whose  lime,  means  and 
influence  were  all  exerted  to  render  its  success  assured. 
To  bis  sagacity  and  prudent  management  is  to  be  credited 
the  high  position  which  these  works  maintain  amongst  the 
manufactories  of  Pennsylvania.  He  was  married,  in  1854, 
to  Henrietta  V.  Morrow,  of  Pittsburgh. 

®p)<A 

C K9/W  ARK ER,  GEORGE  R.,  A.  M„  Professor  of 
Science  and  Mathematics,  was  born  in  Wyom- 
ing Valley,  Kingston,  Luzerne  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, August  3d,  1823.  llis  father,  William 
Barker,  and  grandfather,  Captain  Asa  Barker, 
were  natives  of  Massachusetts,  Chelmsford  hav- 
ing been  the  birthplace  of  the  latter,  llis  early  and  pre- 
liminary education  was  acquired  at  the  academies  in  Kings- 
ton and  Wilkesbatre,  where  he  pursued  a course  of  classical 
and  scientific  studies;  upon  its  completion,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  various  private  tutors,  and  through  the  recommenda- 
tion of  Bishop  Potter,  he  received  from  the  Union  College 
the  honorary  degree  of  A.  M.  After  a few  years  experience 
in  teaching,  he  began  the  study  of  law  under  the  guidance 
of  James  Lowry,  of  Wellsboro’,  Tioga  county,  Pennsylvania, 
and,  finishing  the  usual  probationary  course  ol  legal  studies, 
was  admitted  to  the  bar.  Removing  immediately  to  To- 
wanda,  in  the  same  State,  he  entered  the  office  of  the  Hon. 
William  Elwell,  intending  to  at  once  practice  bis  profession. 
A vacancy  in  the  I’rincipalship  of  the  Towanda  Academy 
having  occurred,  however,  he  was  induced  to  assume  the 
duties  and  responsibilities  of-  that  office  in  conjunction  with 
Henry  M.  Hoyt,  afterward  Judge  of  Luzerne  county,  and 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers  in  the  United  Slates  Army 
during  the  war  for  the  suppression  of  the  late  Rebellion. 
While  consenting  to  occupy  himself  in  this  institute  of  learn- 
ing, be  did  not  purpose  to  abandon  more  than  tempo- 
rarily his  original  profession;  but,  becoming  warmly  in- 
terested in  scientific  and  literary  pursuits,  and  manifesting 
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a marked  and  natural  aptitude  for  instilling  instruction  into 
the  minds  of  his  pupils,  he  has  since  then  willingly  con- 
tinued to  act  as  an  educator  and  tutor.  While  awaiting  the 
erection  and  completion  of  the  new  building  in  Towanda, 
he  had  taught  science  and  mathematics  in  the  Wyoming 
Seminary,  and  was  the  recipient  of  many  encomiums  for 
his  able  and  efficient  services.  At  the  expiration  of  the 
first  year  he  became  sole  Principal  of  the  Towanda  Aca- 
demy, and  subsequently  remained  there  for  about  two  years. 
Thence  he  moved  to  Lawrenceville,  Tioga  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, to  assume  the  Prineipalship  of  a new  academy 
then  in  readiness  for  inauguration;  shortly  after,  however, 
he  returned  to  his  former  position,  and  ably  fulfilled  its 
duties  until  August,  1S54.  He  then  moved  to  Germantown, 
Pennsylvania,  and,  in  the  following  September,  opened  an 
English  and  Classical  School  ; this  institution,  succeeding 
from  the  outset,  has  since  won  a high  and  extensive  repu- 
tation as  an  educational  and  training  establishment  of  the 
first  order.  At  the  present  time,  he  is  a vestryman  in  St. 
Luke’s  Church,  and  is  noted  for  his  cordial  s mpatliy  with 
all  charitable  and  meritorious  objects.  He  is  a man  of 
finished  culture  and  refined  literary  attainments.  He  was 
married,  August  3d,  1853,  to  Anna  I..  Mqn;i$,^laug!;ter.  of 
the  late  Hon.  Samuel  W.  Morris,  of  Wellsboro’,  Pennsylvania. 
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/F/tvINTZING,  TENCH  C.,  Merchant,  Banker . and 
s born  in  Philadelphia,  February  7th, 
parents  (T.  C.  Kintzing  and  Eliza 
) removed  to  Columbia  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, when  he  was  yet  quite  young,  and  in 
this  section  he  received  such  education  as  the 
times  and  the  neighborhood  afforded.  Here  also  he  made 
his  first  start  in  life,  establishing  himself  in  mercantile 
business,  at  which  he  persevered,  with  more  than  average 
success,  until  the  spring  of  1S40.  At  this  date  he  removed 
to  Lock  Haven,  where  he  continued  his  commercial  pur- 
suits until  1S46,  when  he  became  largely  interested  in 
farming  and  the  lumber  trade,  subsequently  taking  up  the 
insurance  business  and  acquiring  a lucrative  connection  in 
that  line.  In  1SG4,  he  was  an  energetic  promoter  of  the 
organization  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Lock,  Haven, 
and  has  been  the  President  of  the  institution  since  its  estab- 
lishment, much  of  its  success  and  standing  being  due  to 
his  sagacious,  careful  and  highly  intelligent  management. 
In  him  local  improvement  has  an  earnest  advocate,  and 
numerous  valuable  buildings  v hit'll  now  ornament  the  town 
of  his  adoption  attest  the  practical  nature  of  his  advocacy. 
He  is  a large  stockholder  in  the  Gas  Works  of  the  town  ; 
is  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  company,  and  with  one 
other  capitalist  controls  the  entire  stock  of  the  works.  In 
the  Susquehanna  river,  about  two  miles  below  Lock  Haven, 
is  “ Great  Island,”  a beautiful  spot  and  a most  valuable 
property,  which  was  purchased  many  years  ago  from  the 


Indians  by  the  grandfather  of  his  wife,  William  Dunn  ; he 
has  greatly  enhanced  the  value  of  the  possession  by  his  im- 
provements thereon.  lie  was  an  originator  and  organizer 
of  the  Great  Island  Bridge  Company  lor  connecting  this 
property  with  the  main  land  ; the  bridge  being  built  in 
1854.  He  was  for  many  years  a Justice  of  the  Peace.  Is 
now  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Lock  Haven  Boot  and 
Shoe  Manufacturing  Company,  in  which  he  is  largely  inte- 
rested. He  is  greatly  respected  as  an  honest,  influential 
and  especially  reliable  member  of  society.  He  was  married, 
in  1844,  to  Mary  Dunn,  of  that  section  of  the  State  in 
which  he  has  so  long  resided. 


y OLLENBACIv,  GEORGE  MATSON,  Merchant, 
Banker,  Legislator,  Capitalist,  was  born  in  Wilkes- 
barre,  Pennsylvania,  on  August  tlth,  1791.  His 
father,  the  late  Judge  Matthias  Ilollenback, 
came  from  Lancaster  (now  Lebanon)  county, 
on  the  Swatara,  to  Wyoming  Valley,  about  the 
year  1770,  and  located  in  Wilkesbarre,  where  he  resided 
tl^e  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  one  of  that  colony  of 
emigrants,  .under  the  lead  of  Captain  Lazarus  Stewart,  who 
c-nme  her'e  Upon  the  invitation  of  the  Connecticut  settlers 
to  make- common  cause  in  the  defence  of  their  lands,  under 
the  Susquehanna  Company.  The  reward  offered  these 
Immigrants, was  the  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  certified 
township  ,pf  Hanover — the  name  assigned  by  Captain 
Stewart, and  his  men  after  the  town  from  which  they  emi- 
grated. Of  the  number  of  these  young  adventurers  Judge 
Ilollenback  seems  to  have  been  the  most  successful,  as 
during  his  residence  in  the  valley  he  accumulated  a v ast 
estate  in  lands,  and,  at  the  time  of  his  decease,  1S29,  he 
was  one  of  the  most  wealthy  men  of  the  State.  George  M. 
was  his  only  son,  and  after  giving  him  the  best  education 
the  grammar  schools  of  the  county  afforded,  he  educated 
him  in  the  pursuit  of  his  own  occupation,  that  of  a merchant. 
And  for  many  years  the  father  and  son  conducted  and 
managed  one  of  the  most  extensive  mercantile  establish- 


ments in  the  interior  of  the  State.  The  business  embraced 
the  manufacturing  of  various  articles  of  trade,  lumber,  (lour, 
paper;  and  also  included  agriculture,  mining,  and  many 
branches  of  mechanical  industry.  So  that  the  house  of 
Matthias 'Ilollenback  & Son  was  the  acknowledged  head 
of  every  business  pursuit  in  northern  Pennsylvania.  And 
it  was  as  successful  as  it  was  well-known.  It  resulted  in 
an  immense  estate,  and  richly  rewarded  the  enterprise  and 
industry  of  the  men  who  conducted  and  managed  its  count- 
less details.  George  M.,  often  called  Colonel  Ilollenback 
(having  obtained  that  title  as  one  of  Governor  Shank’s  aids 
in  1S46),  commenced  business  in  his  own  name,  about  the 
year  1S1S.  It  was  at  this  time  that  he  laid  the  foundation 
of  the  brick  edifice  for  the  double  purpose  of  store  and 
dwelling,  which  is  still  standing,  on  the  corner  of  River  and 


,!  ■ »i,  • :*  ill  l;i.  Ii.ivUH 


— 

..at  a • (,i ' ' k gilt  ;(y.'  < ovf  ju-  ki 


H. 


«i  1 .rial*  ;•  •!«  1 


M i !(•  t 11  .1  f,'  ..  it.  i 

i(wlj  ifaiil-.  .»•  r 1 wot  -.it  i-jitu  o ,•!.!  : blit. 


' 


it'ii;  ^ , .Hi  ' ' .MMM'/l'A  i 


m ,n  (H.iiitauba  ib>  I - ai  itoilaa  ; 


.t/vj  a;  ■' : ■ Hi!  llliw  ,1  U rilrirtw  )lt  H'l 


,qc£t  ,»wwvJ»  M<i  ■ > aniti  -tdi  ji.  ,hrto  ,isf>rirrl  i a;1?' 


i ill ,(!  i i 1 ci , j 

(i,  turn  r . i -A  -viii  mtr.ri  ri:  <tt  1 in:/ 


n , Ji;<: < ail  . fl  >/  . r.  ’ l ;■!  ( of 

,,  , „f  :i  ' " ' . ' > ' 1 H<  . 

j»  , •:  ni:i  (!)  < . Hi  ill 


»J  Vlii  lil  t ill  10  ttitn  /Mil  ' .■  tWcWlK'/  -i'O-lailrim 


m a ehUadiif^-1 


BIOGRAPHICAL  ENCYCLOPAEDIA. 


61 1 


Market  streets,  in  the  city  of  Wilkesbarre.  At  the  remote 
period  when  this  building  was  erected  it  was  probably  the 
most  costly  structure  on  the  Susquehanna  north  of  Harris- 
burg. The  dwelling  part  is  now  occupied  by  John  Welles 
Ilollenback,  his  nephew,  and  son  by  adoption.  A building 
of  this  character,  fifty  years  since,  was  not  the  work  of  a 
few  months,  for  many  of  the  materials  were  hauled  a great 
distance  upon  road  wagons,  and  skilled  mechanics  upon 
the  banks  of  the  Susquehanna  were  scarce.  So  that  the 
new  home  was  not  ready  for  business  and  occupation  until 
the  month  of  February,  1820,  or  about  two  years  after  its 
commencement.  At  this  business  stand,  with  various  per- 
sons in  interest  with  him,  he  carried  on  merchandizing 
some  thirty  years.  His  own  time,  however,  was  mostly  de- 
voted to  the  necessary  care  of  a very  large  landed  estate,  as 
well  as  other  matters  which  were  constantly  accumulating. 
About  the  year  1820,  he  served  two  years  as  the  County 
Treasurer,  and  the  books  now  in  that  office  show  his  hand- 
writing upon  every  page.  He  was  a perfect  model  of  in- 
dustry, and  never  availed  himself  of  the  assistance  of  others, 
if  his  hours  of  labor  would  permit  of  his  doing  the  work 
himself.  In  1S24  and  1825,  he  represented  the  county  of 
Luzerne  in  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State.  This  was 
at  the  commencement  of  the  system  of  internal  improve- 
ments and  inland  navigation  ; and,  alongside  of  such  men 
as  Dr.  Lehman,  James  Clark,  George  Wolf,  Philander 
Stevens,  and  Joseph  Mcllvaine,  he  devoted  every  energy 
of  mind  and  hotly  to  the  accomplishment  of  this  scheme. 
And  in  years  after  he  contributed  over  a hundred  thousand 
dollars,  in  cadi,  to  the  construction  of  the  Junction  Canal, 
at  the  New  York  line,  in  order  to  complete  a northern  out- 
let for  the  North  Branch  Pennsylvania  Canal.  He  also 
subscribed  liberally  to  the  Susquehanna  Canal,  to  make  an 
outlet  to  tide-water.  The  canal  system  was  one  of  his  pets, 
and  he  never  tired  in  furnishing  money  liberally,  and  be- 
stowed much  of  his  time  at  the  sacrifice  of  his  private  affairs. 
On  the  1st  of  February,  1842,  Governor  Porter  appointed 
him  one  of  the  Canal  Commissioners  of  the  State,  but  his 
other  business  affairs  would  not  allow  him  to  hold  the 
commission  but  a short  time.  And  it  was  at  the  pressing 
solicitation  of  his  friends  that  he  would  accept  the  office  for 
even  a temporary  season.  He  was  a good  merchant,  farmer, 
manufacturer  and  banker.  He  was  the  President  of  the 
Wyoming  Bank  at  the  lime  of  his  decease,  and  had  been 
for  thirty  odd  continuous  years  preceding.  In  fact,  for 
nearly  half  a century  the  name  of  Colonel  Ilollenback  was 
connected  with  all  the  public  affairs  of  the  Wyoming  Val- 
ley. He  was  in  no  way  a selfish  man.  It  gave  him  as 
much  real  pleasure  to  witness  the  success  of  others  as  his 
own  efforts.  He  was  ever  ready  to  aid  and  assist  young 
men  in  commencing  the  struggle  of  life,  when  he  found 
them  worthy  ; but  he  had  an  abhorrence  for  idleness  and 
dissipation.  Several  of  the  best  business  men  of  the  city  of 
Wilkesbarre  to-day  were  his  pupils.  They  received  their 
first  lessons  of  instruction  from  Colonel  Ilollenback.  He 


was  the  model  business  man  of  the  town,  as  also  the  ex- 
ample to  be  imitated  in  habits  of  industry,  honesty  and 
morality.  He  was  plain  and  simple  in  his  manner  of  life, 
and  furnished  a standard  of  economy  in  all  his  expenditures. 
And  notwithstanding  he  was  by  far  the  man  of  greatest 
wealth  in  his  county,  the  horses  which  drew  his  carriage 
also  plowed  his  fields  ; his  furniture,  his  apparel,  and  his 
mode  of  living,  all  exhibited  a plain  and  wholesome  fru- 
gality ; eminently  utilitarian  in  every  aspect  of  life.  This 
sketch  cannot  be  better  closed  than  in  the  following  extracts 
from  an  obituary  notice  of  Colonel  Ilollenback,  written  at 
the  time  of  his  decease  : 

“ It  may  be  remarked  that  the  lives  of  the  two  Ilollen- 
backs,  father  and  son,  extend  over  the  entire  history  of 
our  valley.  Both  together  they  have  been  identified  with 
Wyoming  from  the  time  of  its  first  settlement  dow  n to  the 
present.  In  all  the  eventful  progress  which  reclaimed  a 
savage  wild,  and  made  it  the  glory  and  boast  of  a great 
Commonwealth,  they  bore  a distinguished  part.  Matthias 
Ilollenback  was  the  compeer  of  our  leading  men  of  the 
past — Butler,  Fell,  Welles,  Franklin,  the  Bowmans,  Shoe- 
maker, Dorrance,  Ross,  Catlin,  etc.  The  son  links  us 
with  the  lights  of  a period  less  remote.  lie  was  the 
associate  of  Scott,  Denison,  Miner,  Mallery,  Cist,  Beau- 
mont, Chapman,  Murray,  and  many  others  who  left  their 
impress  upon  the  community  they  adorned.  In  his  per- 
sonal bearing  he  was  always  a gentleman.  For  him  the 
low  vices  and  vulgar  indulgences  of  men  had  no  charm. 
1 1 is  salutation,  his  language,  his  bow,  his  cheerful  smile, 
his  respectful  attention,  were  all  types  of  the  well-bred  man. 
lie  was  wholly  free  from  the  exhibition  of  ostentation,  ego- 
tism, and  the  pride  of  display.  We  had  no  man  among  us 
more  plain  and  unpretending.  He  was  a man  whose  re- 
lations with  his  fellows  were  characterized  by  justice  and 
probity,  whose  friendly  intercourse  with  the  community  was 
ever  respectful  and  decorous,  whose  domestic  life  passed 
in  strict  attention  to  his  business  affairs,  and  the  frugal  en- 
joyment of  abundance,  and  whose  public  career  has  never 
been  blotted  lay  the  pen  of  censure.  A man  rich  without 
contumely,  elevated  in  the  estimation  of  his  countrymen 
without  indulging  the  weakness  of  pride.” 


He  was  married,  September  23d,  1S16,  to  Emily  Linds- 
ley,  of  I.indsleytown,  New  York;  this  lady  died  in  the  year 
1S51,  after  which  he  was  again  married  to  the  lady  who 
survives  him.  He  died  suddenly  on  the  7th  of  November, 
1S66,  in  his  seventy-sixth  year,  and  was  buried  in  the  ceme- 
tery which  bears  his  own  name,  and  which  was  the  gift  to 
the  public  of  his  bounty,  leaving  no  children,  but  a name 
unsullied  and  a large  fortune  to  his  kindred. 


^AVIS,  HON.  WILLIAM,  Ju.,  Judge^was  born 
September  7th,  1812,  in  Crawford  county,  Penn- 
sylvania. His  parents  were  James  Davis  and 
Mary  Cotton,  and  kept  a farm.  His  grandfather, 
James  Davis,  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Crawford  county,  coming  from  Franklin  county 
about  1795.  William  was  educated  in  private  schools  in 
Crawford  county,  lie  first  started  in  the  shoe  and  leather 
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business,  in  Meadville,  continuing  thereat  till  1863.  1 1 is 

public  life  began  in  1S40,  when  he  was  returned  to  the 
Borough  Council  for  three  years;  subsequently,  he  served  a 
second  term.  In  1S46,  he  was  Burgess  of  Meadville,  and 
served  three  terms;  being  subsequently  the  successful 
candidate  for  County  Treasurer.  In  1S63,  he  was  elected 
Associate  Judge;  re-elected  in  1S6S;  and  again,  in  1S73, 
making  three  successive  terms.  He  is  a self-made  man. 
lie  has  always  been  interested  in  public  education  and 
religion,  and  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
The  agricultural  and  horticultural  societies  of  Crawford 
county  know  him  as  a valuable  member.  On  April  1st, 
1S34,  he  married  Mary  Johnson,  of  Crawford  county,  and 
has  had  nine  children,  six  of  whom  survive.  One  daughter 
is  married  to  I)r.  Colton,  of  Meadville;  another  to  Dr. 
J.  P.  Ilassler,  of  Cochranlon.  One  son  is  Cashier  of  the 
Jamestown  Banking  Company;  another,  Henry  L.,  is 
Superintendent  of  the  extensive  oil  refinery  of  Warden, 
Frew  & Co.,  Philadelphia.  One  daughter  remains  un- 
married, and  the  eldest  son  is  engaged  in  coal  business,  in 
Meadville. 


AlOBLRTS,  DR.  WALTER  BROOKS,  Dentist, 
Operator  in  Oil,  and  ex-Mayor  of . Titusville, 
Pennsylvania,  was  born  in  Moreau,  Saratoga 
county,  New  York,  May  15th,  1S23.  His  an- 
cestors were  distinguished  .both  in  military  and 
diplomatic  circles.  1 1 is  great-grandfather  on  the 
maternal  side,  Andre  Everard  Van  Braam,  was  the  second 
Embassador  of  the  Dutch  East  India.  Company  to  the 
court  of  Pekin,  China,  perfecting  in  this  capacity  that 
treaty  with  the  Chinese  Government  which  enabled  the 
people  of  Holland  to  control  exclusively,  for  a time,  the 
commerce  of  the  Chinese;  he  also  published  one  of  the 
earliest  books  in  the  French  and  English  languages,  illus- 
trating the  habits  and  customs  of  that  peculiar  race.  1 1 is 
great-grandfather  on  the  paternal  side,  Colonel  Owen 
Roberts,  was  a native  of  Wales,  Great  Britain,  and,  at  one 
period,  an  officer  in  the  British  Army ; at  the  outbreak 
of  the  Revolution,  he  resided  in  Charleston,  South  Caro- 
lina, and  at  once  sided  with  the  patriots  against  the  mother 
country.  When  the  struggle  commenced,  he  was  com- 
missioned a Colonel  of  the  4th  South  Carolina  Artillery, 
and  subsequently,  was  killed  during  the  action  at  Stono. 
His  grandfather,  Richard  Brooks  Roberts,  when  but  eigh- 
teen years  of  age,  held  a Captain’s  commission  in  hL 
father’s  regiment,  and,  after  the  termination  of  the  conflict, 
received  from  General  Washington  a commission  as  Major 
in  the  Regular  Army.  His  father,  Lucius  Ouintius  Cin- 
cinnatus  Roberts,  thus  named  in  consequence  of  his  inti- 
mate and  peculiar  connection  with  the  Cincinnati  Society, 
in  which  he  was  a prominent  and  influential  member,  was 
widely  known  and  respected  for  his  many  admirable  quali- 
ties of  mind  and  heart.  The  early  education  of  Walter 


was  acquired  at  the  district  school  in  his  native  place; 
meanwhile,  at  the  proper  seasons,  he  was  occupied  in  agii 
cultural  labors  connected  with  his  parents’  farm.  When 
in  his  seventeenth  year  he  became  a clerk  in  a banking 
office,  in  Albany,  New  York,  but  shortly  after,  owing  to 
enfeebled  health,  abandoned  that  situation,  and  returned 
to  his  home.  Tn  1841,  desiring  to  qualify  himself  for 
teaching,  he  entered  the  academy  at  Evans’  Mills,  in 
Jefferson  county,  New  York.  Subsequently,  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  take  charge  of  a district  school  in  Northumber- 
land, Saratoga  county,  at  a salary  of  eleven  dollars  per 
month.  The  next  four  winters  he  was  thus  engaged,  while 
during  the  summer  months  he  pursued  a course  of  mathe- 
matical studies  at  the  Glens’  Falls  Academy,  and  began 
the  study  of  medicine  also,  under  Dr.  Sheldon,  of  Glens’ 
Falls,  New  York.  Afterward,  he  devoted  his  attention 
almost  exclusively  to  the  science  of  dentistry.  Travelling,  in 
the  summer  of  1845,  through  New  Hampshire,  practising 
with  marked  success  in  New  Hampton,  Meredith,  and 
elsewhere,  he  returned,  at  its  conclusion,  to  Poughkeepsie, 
New  York,  purposing  to  establish  himself  permanently 
in  the  business  of  dentistry.  In  February,  1850,  while 
suffering  from  hemorrhage  of  the  lungs,  he  sailed  for  the 
West  Indies,  and  remained  for  a few  weeks  on  the  Island 
of  Cuba  ; upon  his  return,  late  in  the  summer  of  1S50, 
■he  Sold  his  interest  in  the  establishment  organized  by’him- 
"self  and  Dr.  C.  II.  Roberts,  and  practised  his  profession 
in  the  principal  towns  of  Dutchess  county,  taking  much 
outdoor  exercise,  in  order  to  reinvigorate  and  strengthen 
him.  ‘ In  1853,  he  visited  Nicaragua,  Central  America, 
and  became  engaged  in  the  purchase  and  shipment  of  deer 
’skins  and  cattle  hides;  after  a short  stay,  he  returned  to 
New  York,  and  'organized  a commercial  and  trading  com- 
pany, under  the  firm-name  of  Churchill,  Roberts,  Mills  & 
Co.,  being  himself  one  of  the  principal  partners  and  man- 
agers. Reliable  agents  were  then  sent  to  Grenada  to 
purchase  the  needed  commodities  and  ship  them  to  the 
States,  and,  in  a very  short  time,  the  business  of  the  house 
became  wide-spread  and  flourishing.  Later,  in  connection 
with  his  brother,  Colonel  E.  A.  L.  Roberts,  he  opened  a 
finely  appointed  dental  office,  in  New  York  city,  New 
York,  finally  purchasing  the  entire  interest  of  the  estab- 
lishment, and  locating  himself  in  Bond  street,  where  he 
remained  in  active  and  remunerative  practice,  until  1SG8. 
While  thus  occupied,  he  was  also  editor  and  proprietor 
of  the  Acto  York  Dental  Journal ; received  the  first 
medal  awarded  by  the  American  Institute  for  the  best 
artificial  teeth;  and  was  one  of  the  foremost  niQvers  in 
the  establishment  of  the  New  York  Dental  College,  of 
which  institution  he  is  still  one  of  the  Trustees.  He  after- 
ward revisited  Nicaragua,  in  order  to  close  the  commercial 
relations  sustained  by  his  company  with  that  country,  and, 
after  many  severe  hardships,  was  successful  in  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  object  of  his  mission.  In  1S63,  lie  was 
appointed  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bellows  to  visit  General  Ilun- 
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ler’s  Division,  then  at  Beaufort,  South  Carolina,  and  ex- 
amine into  its  sanitary  condition;  this  mission,  sent  out 
!>y  the  National  Sanitary  Commission,  he  ended  in  the 
most  efficient  and  creditable  manner.  He  then,  in  con- 
nection with  Colonel  E.  A.  L.  Roberts,  became  interested 
in  the  manufacture  of  torpedoes  for  blasting  oil  wells  to 
increase  their  productiveness,  and,  in  the  spring  of  1S65, 
l lie  Roberts’  Petroleum  Torpedo  Company  was  organized; 
in  1S66,  he  became  its  Secretary,  and,  in  1867,  its  Presi- 
dent, which  position  he  holds  at  the  present  time.  In  the 
former  year,  he  had  been  elected  to  the  Common  Council 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  ably  served  his  constituents 
throughout  the  term.  In  the  summer  of  1S67,  he  made 
the  tour  of  Europe,  and,  in  186S,  returned,  and,  removing 
to  Titusville,  abandoned  his  practice  in  New  York,  in 
order  to  devote  his  time  and  attention  entirely  to  his  in- 
creasing interests  in  the  former  place.  In  March,  1S72, 
he  was  the  candidate  for  the  Mayoralty,  and,  after  a stoutly 
contested  canvass,  was  elected.  He  was  an  earnest  op- 
poser  of  the  South  Improvement  Company,  and  did  much 
to  hasten  the  destruction  of  that  huge  monopoly  which 
threatened  the  prosperity  of  the  oil-producing  interest. 
When  the  Buffalo  & Titusville  Railroad  was  inaugurated, 
he  assisted  it  by  subscribing  to  its  capital  stock  in  the  sum 
of  $50,000,  and,  subsequently,  was  unanimously  chosen 
President  of  that  corporation.  January  1st,  1S72,  in  con- 
nection with  E.  A.  I..  Roberts,  John  Potter,  of  Meadville, 
and  L.  B.  Silliman,  of  Titusville,  he  organized,  at  the  last- 
named  place,  a banking  firm  under  the  name  of  Roberts 
& Co. ; at  present  this  is  one  of  the  most  esteemed  and 
reliable  monied  institutions  of  Pennsylvania,  and  its  affairs 
evince  in  their  management  the  exercise  of  great  caution, 
shrewd  enterprise  and  high  integrity.  On  one  occasion, 
solicited  by  large  numbers  of  citizens,  he  accepted  the  nomi- 
nation for  the  Assembly  on  the  Republican  ticket  of  Craw- 
ford county.  While  residing  at  Titusville,  he  has  erected  a 
large  number  of  spacious  and  elegant  houses  and  stores, 
which  add  greatly  to  the  appearance  and  prosperity  of  that 
town.  He  is  now  a candidate  for  the  Legislature,  having, 
after  a warm  contest,  received  the  nomination  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  of  which  he  is  an  able  and  zealous  member. 
He  was  married,  in  1S5S,  to  Emily  W.  Titus,  daughter  of 
Eraslus  Titus,  of  New  York. 


OYER,  I ION.  BENJAMIN  MARK  LEY,  Law- 
yer, was  born  in  Montgomery  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, January  22(1,  1S23.  He  was  for  some 
time  a student  in  Lafayette  College,  at  Easton, 
Pennsylvania,  but  afterward  graduated  at  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania.  He  then  pursued 
a course  of  legal  studies,  at  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  under 
the  able  instruction  of  the  late  Judge  Reed;  and,  upon 
its  completion,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  that  place.  He 


began  the  practice  of  law,  however,  in  his  native  county, 
for  which  he  was  appointed  District  Attorney,  from  1S4S  to 
1850;  and,  while  acting  in  this  capacity,  he  evinced  much 
ability  and  legal  learning,  also  marked  integrity  and  judg- 
ment. I11  Montgomery  county,  he  rapidly  acquired  air  ex- 
tensive and  remunerative  practice,  and  repeatedly  was 
solicited  to  fill  various  judicial  positions,  but  invariably 
declined  to  accept  the  proffered  honors.  In  politics  he 
was  a Whig  until  the  dissolution  of  his  party,  when  he 
associated  himself  with  the  Democracy,  soon  attaining  a 
prominent  and  influential  position  among  his  coadjutors. 
In  1S56,  he  voted  for  James  Buchanan  for  President, 
against  John  C.  l'remont,  the  Republican  candidate;  and, 
since  that  date,  has  invariably  cooperated  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  In  1S60,  he  was  an  active  supporter  of  Judge 
Douglas  for  the  Presidency,  and  aided  substantially  in  es- 
tablishing a campaign  newspaper,  entitled  the  National 
Democrat ; of  this  journal,  widely  known  as  the  organ  of 
the  Douglas  Democracy  of  his  county  during  the  Presi- 
dential campaign  of  that  year,  he  was,  until  after  the  elec- 
tion, the  principal  editor,  and  worked  ably  and  persistently 
for  its  interests.  Prior  to  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War, 
he  strongly  advocated  the  advisability  of  reconciliatory 
measures;  when,  however,  a conflict  proved  inevitable, 
he  became  an  earnest  and  fearless  Unionist,  urging  con- 
stantly the  suppression  of  the  Rebellion  by  force  of  arms. 
In  many  addresses  to  the  people  of  all  parties,  and  also  in 
spirited  communications  to  the  loyal  press,  he  supported 
energetically  the  cause  of  the  Government,  and  furthered 
the  prompt  enlistment  of  volunteers.  Twice  during  the 
war,  when  Pennsylvania  w s invaded  by  Southern  soldiers, 
he  raised  a company  of  volunteers  for  the  emergency,  and, 
as  Captain,  served  with  them  in  the  field  ; on  one  of  these 
occasions,  through  over-exertion  and  exposure,  he  con- 
tracted a serious  illness  which  nearly  terminated  his  life. 
In  1S64,  he  was  elected  to  the  Thirty-ninth  Congress, 
serving  with  such  marked  ability  and  skill  that,  in  1S66, 
he  was  re-elected,  securing  a large  majority  of  ballots. 
While  thus  publicly  occupied  lie  has  ever  maintained,  with 
zeal  and  shrewd  rectitude,  the  Democratic  view  of  the 
prominent  questions  which  have  come  before  that  body. 
In  the  Fortieth  Congress,  March  3d,  1S67,  a joint  resolu- 
tion being  under  discussion  in  the  House,  For  the  Relief 
of  the  Destitute  in  the  Southern  and  Southwestern  States , 
he  was  noted  as  one  of  its  warmest  advocates.  In  the 
second  session  of  the  same  Congress,  he  was  a member 
of  the  Select  Committee  to  investigate  the  New  Orleans 
riots,  and  upon  that  subject  made  the  minority  report.  He 
was  the  defender  of  President  Johnson  in  his  resistance  to 
the  reconstruction  measures  of  Congress,  and,  in  an  address 
published  under  the  title  of  'Jhe  President  and  Congress 
— The  Impeach, -rs  Impeached , elaborated  a strong,  pointed 
and  eloquent  defence.  Two  of  his  later  speeches,  de- 
livered in  the  House  of  Representatives,  were  extensively 
circulated  by  his  parly  as  campaign  documents,  viz. : that 
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on  the  Admission  of  Alabama,  delivered  March  17th,  1S6S; 
and  that  on  The  Public  Expenditures , delivered  June  30th, 
1868.  Both  of  these  speeches  were  widely  copied  through- 
out the  Union,  and  quotations  from  them  appeared  in  most 
of  the  prominent  journals  of  every  section  of  the  country. 
In  the  Democratic  National  Convention,  in  1S6S,  he  ad- 
vocated the  nomination  of  General  Hancock  for  the  Presi- 
dency; and,  as  a Delegate  from  the  State  at  large  to  the 
Democratic  National  Convention,  in  1S72,  he  opposed  the 
nomination  of  Horace  Greeley.  As  a writer,  he  com- 
mands a fluent,  polished,  and  vigorous  style,  and  upon  the 
subject  to  which  he  devotes  his  attention  he  lavishes  much 
learning,  wit,  and  striking  power  of  expression. 

1 ^'OMENEC,  RIGHT  REV.  M.,  Bishop  of  Pitts- 
burgh, was  born  in  Spain,  in  1816.  On  the 
maternal  side,  especially,  he  is  connected  with 
many  of  the  Spanish  nobility,  his  mother’s  name, 
De  Variatia,  indicating  with  sufficient  clearness 
the  worthiness  of  her  origin.  His  preliminary 
education  was  acquired  in  Madrid;  but,  owing  to  various 
difficulties  and  inconveniences  arising  from  events  connected 
with  the  Carlist  war,  he  was,  when  quite  young,  obliged  to 
leave  his  native  country.  He  then  crossed  over  to  France 
in  order  to  accomplish  safely  and  uninterruptedly  the  com- 
pletion of  his  studies,  and  for  a time  was  a student  in  one  of 
the  colleges  of  the  south  of  that  country.  He  subsequently 
visited  Paris,  there  pursuing  his  studies  with  indefatigable 
perseverance  and  energy.  After  a residence  of  several 
years  in  that  city  he  embarked  for  the  United  States,  in 
1 S 3 7 , in  order  to  join  the  Catholic  Mission  located  in  this 
country.  Upon  arriving  here  he  was  sent  by  his  superiots 
to  the  Seminary  of  St.  Mary,  situated  in  Perry  county,  in 
the  State  of  Missouri.  There  he  became  the  recipient  of  all 
the  sacred  orders,  and,  in  June,  1S39,  was  made  Priest.  It 
is  a fact  worthy  of  note,  that  he  was  then  the  youngest 
priest  ever  ordained  in  the  United  States.  Thereafter,  he 
exercised  the  holy  ministry  in  the  wild  woods  of  Missouri 
from  1839  until  1S45,  evincing  commendable  ability  and 
great  fervor  in  the  discharge  of  his  responsible  duties,  and 
winning  the  love  and  esteem  of  all  brought  into  contact  with 
him  by  his  generous  solicitude  for  their  welfare,  his  learning 
and  Christian  deportment.  Subsequently,  he  was  sent  by 
his  superiors  to  Philadelphia,  having  been  appointed  to  fill 
a Professorship  in  the  Theological  Seminary  of  that  city. 
While  acting  in  this  important  capacity,  and  engaged  in 
expounding  the  doctrines  of  the  church,  he  w as  also  attend- 
ing the  church  of  St.  Stephen’s,  situated  at  Nicetown,  in 
the  vicinity  of  Philadelphia;  eventually,  he  built  up  the 
Catholic  church  at  Germantown,  and,  becoming  its  pastor 
and  director,  was  constrained,  owing  to  the  onerous  duties 
connected  with  this  charge,  to  sever  his  connection  with 
the  Theological  Seminary.  While  in  that  locality  he  dis- 
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tinguished  himself  by  his  zealousness  and  his  liberal  and 
charitable  actions,  and  by  all,  Catholic  and  Protestant,  was 
admired  and  respected.  Later,  the  Bishop  of  Pittsburgh 
having,  on  account  of  the  precarious  condition  of  his  health, 
resigned  his  position,  the  Right  Rev.  M.  Domenec  was, 
in  i860,  appointed  Bishop  of  that  see.  While  accepting 
the  appointment  to  this  high  office,  he  deeply  regretted 
leaving  his  flock  in  Germantown,  and  at  his  departure  the 
residents  of  that  place  testified  abundantly  to  the  sorrow 
which  they  experienced  in  losing  one  who  was  at  once  a 
valued  friend  and  a venerated  pastor.  The  consecration 
services  were  performed  by  the  late  Archbishop  Kenrick, 
distinguished  by  his  pious  life  and  exemplary  labors  in  the 
cause  of  the  church,  the  ceremony  taking  place  on  the  9th 
of  December,  1S60.  During  the  progress  of  the  late 
Rebellion,  in  1S62,  when  the  Spanish  Government  was 
upon  the  point  of  recognizing  the  Confederacy,  he  embarked 
for  Madrid,  was  granted  several  interviews  with  the  Queen 
and  her  chief  ministers,  and  ultimately  succeeded  in  pre- 
venting the  recognition  by  Spain  of  the  South  as  a bellig- 
erent and  separate  power  and  government.  This  highly 
important  mission  was  undertaken  at  the  instance  of  Arch- 
bishop Hughes,  w ho  had  been  deputed  by  the  United  States 
Government  to  arrange  that  serious  difficulty,  but  wdio  was 
prevented  by  sickness  from  accomplishing  his  purpose. 
The  Archbishop  was  often  heard  to  declare  that  “ Bishop 
Domenec,  of  all  those  who  had  been  sent  by  the  Govern 
ment  of  the  United  States  to  arrange  this  matter,  was  the 
only  one  wdio  had  ever  really  succeeded  in  his  mission.” 
A high  compliment  this,  when  the  delicate  and  perplexing 
nature  of  such  an  errand  is  taken  into  consideration.  His 
life  and  works  are  well  known  throughout  the  country, 
especially  in  western  Pennsylvania,  where  he  is  universally 
recognized  as  a laborious  and  untiring  director,  and  as  one 
of  the  most  learned  theologians  and  divines  in  the  United 
States.  In  all  matters  concerning  church  history,  usages 
and  precedents,  he  is  an  admitted  authority.  Apart  from 
his  theological  attainments  he  is  unusually  conversant  with 
the  general  literature  of  both  the  new  and  the  old  world, 
and  is  an  earnest  student  in  many  and  various  departments 
of  knowdedge.  1 1 is  works  and  labors  have  won  him  notable 
encomiums  and  marks  of  favor  from  various  high  dignitaries 
of  the  church  , by  w horn  he  has  repeatedly  been  cited  as  a 
churchman  worthy  of  all  imitation. 
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RE\V,  J.  LEWIS,  Chemist  and  Petroleum  Mer- 
chant, was  born  in  Richmond,  Virginia,  February 
2Sth,  1S30.  lie  attended  the  Richmond  Acad- 
emy— a military  school — where  he  received  a fine 
classical  education.  Much  of  his  early  learning 
he  owes  to  his  excellent  mother,  a won  an  of 
culture  and  method,  his  father  having  died  when  he  was 
but  two  years  of  age.  Although  born  and  brought  up 
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among  the  slaves,  lie  was  early  convinced  that  slavery  was 
a great  wrong.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  was  sent  to  West 
Town  Boarding  School,  an  institution  under  the  care  of  the 
Society  of  Friends,  where  he  remained  two  years,  receiving 
the  best  of  instruction,  beside  being  methodically  trained  in 
the  straightforward,  honorable  and  steady  habits  of  that 
respectable  society.  He  afterwards  proceeded  to  Professor 
Gummere’s  Academy,  in  Burlington,  New  Jersey,  where  he 
tarried  nine  months.  On  January  1st,  1S47,  he  became  an 
apprentice  to  the  drug  business,  in  Philadelphia,  entering 
the  store  of  his  brother,  James  II.  Crew,  at  Fifth  and 
Callowhill  streets.  In  August,  1848,  his  brother,  being 
obliged  by  severe  illness  to  relinquish  the  business,  he  con- 
tinued for  a short  time  by  himself.  About  January  1st, 
1S49,  he  associated  himself  with  his  brother,  B.  J.  Crew, 
under  the  firm  of  B.  J.  & J.  L.  Crew.  In  1851,  he  himself 
was  troubled  with  a pulmonary  disease,  and  was  ordered  by 
his  physician  to  the  West  Indies.  Returning  in  eight 
months,  lie  sold  his  interest  in  the  firm  to  his  brother  and 
partner,  B.  J.  Crew.  In  December,  1S52,  he  started  the 
same  business,  individually,  at  the  corner  of  Frankford  road 
and  Phtcnix  street,  in  the  old  district  of  Kensington.  He 
remained  there  until  1S59,  when  he  again  associated  with 
his  brother,  B.  J.  Crew,  first  to  build  a factory  for  the  manu- 
facture of.  chemicals,  and  afterwards  by  purchasing  the 
interest  of  Mr.  Griffith,  his  brother’s  partner  in  a similar 
manufactory  at  the  corner  of  Sixth  and  Oxford  streets. 
Early  in  1861,  he  began,  individually,  to  experiment  in  oils, 
with  a view  of  discovering  the  best  method  of  refining 
petroleum.  He  remained  at  this  place  as  one  of  the  firm 
of  Crew  Brothers  & Co.,  until  1S62,  when,  relinquishing  the 
manufacture  of  chemicals,  they  removed  to  Arch  and 
Twenty-third  streets,  where  they  operated  an  oil  refinery. 
In  May,  1S64,  they  were  burned  out.  Subsequently  to  this 
date,  they  admitted  Joseph  Newhouse  to  an  interest,  and 
selecting  a new  location  on  the  line  of  the  Philadelphia  & | 
Reading  Railroad,  built  the  Belmont  Oil  Works,  putting  up 
a most  substantial  building,  replete  with  every  convenience, 
ami  at  that  time  pronounced  the  most  perfect  oil  refinery  in 
the  United  Slates.  Its  capacity  was  large,  for  the  lime, 
reaching  1500  barrels  per  week.  The  oil  manufactured 
there  was  superior  in  quality,  as  was  proved  at  the  Paris 
Exposition,  where  it  received  the  honor  of  a Medal  of  Merit. 
It  always  commanded  two  cents  per  gallon  more  than  any 
other.  The  establishment  continued  in  operation  until  it 
was  purchased  by  the  Park  Commission,  and  absorbed  by 
Fairmount  Park.  During  the  negotiation  for  its  purchase, 
it  ran  for  a short  lime  as  a manufactory  of  gasoline.  The 
firm  was  necessarily  dissolved  when  the  refinery  ceased 
operations.  In  the  same  year — 1S6S — he  embarked  in  the 
mercantile  business,  individually,  in  Margarctta  street, 
whence,  in  1S70,  he  removed  to  Water  street.  At  the 
beginning  of  this  last-named  year  he  received  into  partner-  ! 
ship  Lew  is  J.  Levick,  thus  constituting  the  firm  of  J.  L. 
Crew  & Co.  In  this  locality  they  continued  but  a short 


time,  as  their  increased  business  required  a more  extended 
space.  In  December,  1870,  they  removed  to  South  Second 
street,  and  added  John  W.  Moore  to  the  firm,  which  now 
became  Crew,  Moore  & Levick.  Here  they  rested  two 
years,  but  then,  needing  larger  premises,  purchased  the 
present  location  on  Arch  street.  Although  so  successful  a 
merchant,  Mr.  Crew  has  ever  held  aloof  from  all  speculative 
movements,  never  allowing  himself  to  be  tempted  to  risk  a 
dollar  in  any  ephemeral  or  specious  undertaking,  and 
adhering  to  the  principles  instilled  into  his  mind  while  a 
pupil  at  Friends’  academies.  He  is  a member  of  the  Board 
of  Managers  of  the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruel’y  to 
Animals,  the  Franklin  Institute,  College  of  Pharmacy,  etc., 
and  has  interested  himself  to  procure  legislation  on  the 
subject  of  Cattle  Transportation.  He  is  prominent  in  all 
the  benevolent  enterprises  of  the  day.  He  was  married  in 
January,  1854. 


^Y'VARRIS,  ALEXANDER,  Lawyer,  was  born  in 
Juniata  county,  Pennsylvania,  February  14th, 
1827.  He  is  of  honorable  Scotch-Irish  extrac- 
tion, and  received  his  preliminary  and  elementary 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
place;  his  subsequent  studies  were  pursued  suc- 
in  the  Tuscarora  Academy  and  Washington 
College,  Pennsylvania;  and,  in  1851,  he  graduated  from  the 
latter  institution  in  the  class  of  that  year.  He  then  entered 
the  law  office  of  William  M.  Biddle,  a noted  practitioner  of 
Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  and,  under  his  instruction,  fitted 
himself  thoroughly  for  the  legal  profession.  Upon  the  com- 
pletion of  the  usual  course  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  in 
April,  1854,  and  commenced  the  active  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession in  Mifllintown,  the  capital  of  Juniata  county.  Here 
the  able  exercise  of  his  talents  soon  won  him  an  extensive 
and  remunerative  clientage,  and,  in  1855,  he  was  appointed 
District  Attorney  by  the  court.  In  the  spring  of  1857,  he  re- 
moved to  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  meeting  there,  also,  w ith 
well-merited  success.  Having,  from  boyhood,  been  an  untir- 
ing and  discriminative  reader  and  student,  he  early  imbibed 
a love  for  philosophical  and  metaphysical  research,  which 
has,  during  his  whole  lifetime,  strongly  tinctured  and  char- 
acterized his  mode  of  thought  and  feeling.  In  1862, 
actuated  by  an  ardent  desire  to  master  still  more  completely 
the  various  arts  and  sciences  in  which  he  was  so  deeply 
interested,  he  retired  from  the  active  duties  of  his  profession 
and  devoted  himself  entirely  to  study  and  writing.^.  In  this 
year  he  published  a valuable  Hand-Book  of  Geography, 
which  ran  through  several  editions,  and  became  very  exten- 
sively known  and  appreciated,  particularly  among  those  best 
qualified  to  estimate  at  its  true  worth  the  value  of  those 
qualities  constituting  the  real  merit  of  a work  upon  such  a 
subject.  In  1863,  he  published  another  volume  entitled 
The  Cause  of  the  War  Shown;  an  elaborate  and  logical 
essay  which  elicited  much  comment  in  public  and  political 
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circles  in  Pennsylvania  and  elsewhere.  1 1 is  Biograph  ical 
History  of  Lancaster  County , a work  of  peculiar  value  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  State,  appeared  in  1872.  In  addition 
to  these  commendable  labors,  he  has  contributed  numerous 
articles,  scientific,  philosophical  and  metaphysical,  to  the 
Mercersbury  Review,  a publication  of  acknowledged  merit ; 
and  these  essays,  evincing  careful  culture  and  line  analytic 
and  synthetic  powers,  have  attracted  much  attention  from 
many  scientists  and  theologians.  1 1 is  exhaustive  inquiries 
into  the  department  of  metaphysics  have  made  him  a recog- 
nized authority  concerning  such  matters;  from  Aristotle  to 
Ilegel  he  has  delved  deeply  into  philosophy  on  the  meta- 
physical side,  while  on  the  theological  side  he  is  unusually 
conversant  with  the  subject  in  ils  manifold  ramifications 
from  Plato  to  Schleiermacher.  He  is  master  of  the  Latin, 
Creek,  German  and  French  languages,  and  possesses,  more- 
over, a fair  acquaintance  with  the  Italian,  Spanish  and  He- 
brew tongues,  while  his  general  knowledge  of  the  grammar 
and  of  the  principles  and  the  construction  governing  those 
languages  is  surpassed  by  few  linguists.  At  present  he  is  a 
valued  and  influential  member  of  the  School  Board  of  Lan- 
caster city,  and  fulfils  the  duties  of  that  position  with  marked 
ability.  I le  was  married,  October  13th,  1856,  to  a daughter 
of  I)r.  Thomas  Johnson,  a well-known  citizen  of  the  above- 
mentioned  county,  and  has  one  child — a boy. 
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<(^fwORMAN,  GEORGE  V.,  Oil  Operator,  was  born  in 

1 a I i 1 

Hunterdon  county,  New  Jersey,  December  3d, 
1S43.  His  parents  were  Hamilton  Forman  and 
Mary  (Yansyckle)  Forman,  both  residents  of  the 
above-mentioned  Slate.  After  completing  a pre- 
liminary course  of  elementary  studies,  and  when 
in  his  fifteenth  year,  he  entered  Princeton  College,  and 
graduated  from  that  institution  in  1S61.  Entering  the  law 
office  of  A.  G.  Richey,  of  Trenton— one  of  the  ablest  lead- 
ing practitioners  of  the  New  Jersey  bar — he  devoted  his 
entire  time  and  attention  to  the  acquirement  of  a thorough 
legal  education.  At  the  expiration  of  one  year,  however, 
lie  moved  to  the  Oil  Regions  of  Pennsylvania,  and,  in  1S63, 
commenced  to  operate  in  oil  there,  and  also  in  the  neigh- 
boring territory.  For  several  years  his  speculations,  in 
company  with  those  of  many  others,  were  unsuccessful  and 
discouraging;  but,  undaunted  by'  repeated  failures,  he  man- 
fully persevered,  trusting  that  success  would  eventually 
crown  his  efforts.  In  1868,  he  became  associated  in  part- 
nership with  John  J.  Vandergrift,  a prominent  and  influen- 
tial merchant,  and  the  firm  of  Vandergrift  & Forman  was 
organized.  This  establishment,  dealing  in  oil  and  also 
carrying  on  the  shipping  of  it,  soon  assumed  large  propor- 
tions, and  rapidly  grew  to  be  the  most  enterprising  and 
extensive  in  its  line  of  business.  Subsequently  the  partners 
commenced  the  construction  of  a series  of  “ Pipe  J.incs,” 
ingenious  and  valuable  assistants  in  the  speedy  and  econo- 
mical transportation  of  the  oil  from  the  wells  to  various 


points  of  shipment,  and  also  to  the  refineries.  These  pipes 
are  two  inches  in  diameter,  and,  as  a general  rule,  from 
six  to  eight  miles  in  length.  One  of  the  lines  of  this  com- 
pany, however,  is  thirty  miles  in  length,  that  one  being  the 
longest  pipe  line  in  the  country;  they  are  the  proprietors 
also  of  a pipe  line  three  inches  in  diameter,  the  only  one 
of  the  size  in  use  either  in  Oil  City  or  in  the  adjacent  region, 
the  latter  arrangement  having  been  rendered  necessary  on 
account  of  the  unusual  and  excessive  productiveness  of  their 
wells.  So  rapidly  did  their  trade  prosper  and  increase  after 
the  formation  of  the  firm,  that  they  were  necessitated  to 
build  line  after  line,  until,  at  the  present  time,  they  possess 
considerably  more  than  three  hundred  miles  of  pipe,  while 
several  of  the  lines  run  constantly  five  or  six  pipes.  Upon 
several  occasions  they  have  handled  the  major  portion  of 
the  whole  production  of  the  oil  country,  becoming  thereby 
the  recipients  of  handsome  pecuniary'  returns.  The  lines 
are  now  known  as  the  United  Pipe  Lines  of  Vandergrift, 
Forman  & Co.,  and  form  a perfect  and  ramifying  netwoik 
extending  throughout  the  oil  country,  and  terminating  at 
four  grand  shipping  points,  viz.  : Brady’s  Bend,  on  the 
Allegheny  Valley  Railroad;  Monterey,  on  the  same  road; 
Ilarrisville,  on  the  Shenango  A Allegheny  Railroad;  and 
Ray  Milton,  on  the  Lake  Shore  A Michigan  Southern  Rail- 
road. In  addition  to  their  trading  and  shipping  interests, 
they  may  be  ranked  also  among  the  heaviest  producers  in 
this  section  of  the  State,  and  are  prominently  and  importantly 
identified  with  several  banking  institutions  and  financial 
enterprises  i fa  Butler  and  Venango  counties.  Although 
warmly  interested  in  the  public  welfare,  and  a decided  ex- 
ponent of  his  views  on  all  matters  involving  its  interests,  G. 
V.  Forman  has  always  manifested  an  inflexible  unwilling- 
ness to  permit  himself  to  be  drawn  into  the  arena  of  political 
life.  Contented  with  pushing  forward  his  business  to  still 
greater  prosperity,  he  gladly  leaves  to  others  the  tumults 
and  agitations  of  a partisan  career,  while  advocating  the 
election  of  this  candidate  or  condemning  the  election  of  the 
other,  in  accordance  with  his  - conscientious  convictions. 
As  a business  man,  he  possesses  tlie  entire  confidence  and 
esteem  of  a large  circle  of  merchants  and  operators;  and  as 
a citizen,  he  is  one  of  the  most  influential  men  in  the  oil 
region,  while  the  benefit  arising  to  the  Slate  from  his  ener- 
getic ami  efficient  efforts  in  aiding  to  develop  its  v ast  natural 
resources  entitles  him  to  consideration  as  a public  benefactor. 
He  was  married,  in  1S68,  to  Martha  Carter,  from  Paterson, 


New  Jersey. 


LACKFORD,  JOHN,  Lawyer,  was  born  in  'Wash- 
ington county,  Maryland,  December  3d,  1S42. 
His  father,  Henry  '1'.  S.  Blackford,  of  Maryland, 
was  a well  known  farmer  and  agriculturist;  his 
mother,  Eliza  (Mayer)  Blackford,  of  Virginia, 
was  a daughter  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lewis  Mayer,  a 
distinguished  Reformed  divine  of  York,  who  was  at  one 
time  President  of  the  Mercerslmrg  Theological  Seminary; 
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his  grandfather,  Colonel  John  Blackford,  was  noted  for  his 
gallant  conduct  during  the  War  of  1812.  1 1 is  early  edu- 

cation was  acquired  principally  in  the  public  schools  and 
the  High  School  of  Sheppardstown,  Virginia ; subsei|uenlly, 
he  became  a -Undent  in  the  York  County  Academy,  but 
finally  completed  his  course  of  studies  in  the  above-men- 
tioned high  school.  In  January,  1S6S,  he  removed  to 
York,  Pennsylvania,  pursued  a course  of  legal  studies  under 
the  guidance  of  his  uncle,  John  L.  Mayer,  and  in  1870 
was  admitted  to  the  bar.  Since  that  date  he  has  been  con- 
stantly engaged  in  active  practice,  has  secured  a remunera- 
tive clientage  and  won  a high  reputation.  At  the  present 
time  he  is  candidate  for  District  Attorney,  having  received 
t he  nomination  for  that  office  from  the  Democratic  parly, 
which,  in  Yoik,  is  equivalent  to  an  election.  lie  is  counsel 
for  several  of  the  leading  corporations  in  this  section  of 
Pennsylvania,  notably  the  Ilanover  Branch  Railroad. 


BBOTT,  WILLIAM  IIAWKINS,  Operator  in 
Oil  and  Financier,  was  born  in  Middlebury,  New 
Haven  county,  Connecticut,  October  27th,  1S19. 
In  early  life  he  was  occupied  alternately  in  at- 
tending the  common  schools  of  his  native  place 
ami  in  laboring  in  the  interests  of  his  parents  on 
the  farm.  When  eighteen  years  of  age  he  became  em- 
ployed as  clerk  and  salesman  in  the  mercantile  establish- 
ment of  General  Ilemmingway,  at  Watertown,  Litchfield 
county,  Connecticut,  remaining  in  that  position  until  the 
spring  of  1S44.  He  then  removed  to  Newton  Falls,  Trum- 
bull county,  Ohio,  and  secured  employment  in  the  house 
of  Bronson  & W'arien,  eventually,  upon  the  dissolution  of 
the  firm  by  the  retirement  of  the  latter,  becoming  a mem- 
ber of  the  new  organization.  At  the  expiration  of  the  first 
year,  however,  the  firm  of  Bronson  & Abbott  was  dissolved, 
and  the  partners  continued  to  prosecute  their  business 
separately.  Subsequently,  the  latter  purchased  the  interest 
of  his  former  partner,  also  the  real  estate  of  Bronson  & 
Warren,  and  from  1S48  until  1862  carried  on  the  entire 
business  with  uniform  prosperity.  In  February,  1S60,  he 
visited  the  oil  region  of  Western  Pennsylvania;  arriving 
in  Titusville  on  the  8th  of  that  month,  he  inspected  the 
Colonel  Drake  Well,  and,  foreseeing  the  approaching  im- 
portance of  the  oil  industry,  purchased  an  interest  in  the 
James  Parker  farm,  where  a well  was  then  being  sunk, 
including  the  Crossley  Well  and  lease,  with  an  interest 
also  in  a tract  of  too  acres  at  Slirevc  Rock.  In  this 
enterprise  he  invested  $10,000,  then  returned  to  Ohio, 
and  upon  arriving  at  Newton  Falls  learned  that  a fifly- 
batrel  well  had  been  struck  on  the  Parker  farm  lease. 
That  well,  known  as  the  Barnsdoll,  was  the  second  struck  ; 
was  put  down  with  a spring  pole;  was  112  feet  in  depth, 
and  produced  over  fifty  barrels  of  first  sand-rock  oil  per 
diem.  Subsequently,  while  seeking  in  New  York  a market 
7S 
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for  his  oil,  he  became  acquainted  with  the  well-known 
chemist,  George  M.  Mowbray,  and  by  him  was  presented 
to  the  drug  house  of  the  Shettlin  Brothers;  to  these  dealers 
he  sold  200  barrels  of  oil  at  thirty-live  cents  per  gallon, 
thus  initiating  with  New  York  that  trade  which  has  since 
assumed  such  vast  proportions.  The  after  shipment  of  this 
oil,  owing  to  the  lack  of  proper  facilities,  the  high  price  and 
worthlessness  of  the  barrels  and  the  difficulty  of  trans- 
portation, involved  considerable  outlay,  and  until  later  the 
profits  of  the  product  were  greatly  diminished  by  the  ex- 
cessive cost  attendant  upon  its  shipment  and  delivery.  In 
1S60,  in  connection  with  James  Parker  and  William 
Barnsdoll,  he  began  the  erection  of  the  first  refinery  con- 
structed in  the  oil  country,  and  finished  it  successfully  at  a 
cost  of  $15,000.  In  that  association  he  remained  for  about 
three  years,  securing  moderate  returns  and  constantly  occu- 
pied in  onerous  and  responsible  duties;  during  this  period 
he  contracted  in  Ohio  for  large  quantities  of  barrels,  and 
had  them  sent  to  him  by  wagons  for  a distance  of  ninety 
miles  across  the  country.  In  1862,  he  interested  himself  in 
the  coal  business,  and  brought  to  Titusville  the  first  car- 
load ever  delivered  at  that  place;  pursuing  this  trade  suc- 
cessfully, in  October,  1S65,  he  leased  for  thirty  years  a tract 
of  partially  developed  coal  lands  situated  at  Greenville, 
Mercer  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  at  the  present  time  is 
constantly  employed  in  mining  and  shipping  large  quan- 
tities of  its  product  to  the  oil  region  and  the  adjacent 
country.  In  1S63,  he  purchased  from  S.  S.  Fertig  a one- 
eighth  “free”  interest  in  the  Noble  Well,  then  producing 
2,500  barrels  per  diem,  paying  for  it  $27,500;  and  later 
secured  an  interest  in  the  Caldwell  Well,  which  was  sold 
to  his  company  for  $145,000.  In  June,  1867,  he  connected 
himself  with  the  Pipe  Line  interests  with  Henry  Harley, 
whose  line  from  Benningholf  run  to  Shaffer  farm  had  been 
finished  in  1S66;  the  consolidation  of  this  with  his  Own 
pipe  line  from  Pit  Hole  to  Miller  farm  proved  an  eminent 
success.  The  Pennsylvania  Transportation  Company,  repre- 
senting a capital  of  over  $2,000,000  and  maintaining  a 
tankage  capacity  of  at  least  300,000  barrels,  owes  its  mag- 
nitude and  its  remunerative  foundation  and  progress  to  the 
united  exertions  of  W.  II.  Abbott  and  his  coadjutor,  II. 
Harley.  The  Titusville  A Pit  Hole  Plank  Road  Company, 
organized  in  the  summer  of  1S65  and  completed  in  the 
winter  of  1S66,  owes  its  projection  and  completion  partly  to 
W.  II.  Abbott,  who  advanced  an  important  sum  of  money  at 
the  outset,  and  subsequently  greatly  aided  the  enterprise  by 
his  efficient  labors  and  wise  counsels.  The  Oil  Creek  A 
Titusville  Mining  A Transportation  Company,  granted  a 
charter  in  April,  1865,  authorizing  the  building  of  a rail- 
way from  Titusville  to  Union,  eventually  fell  into  great 
pecuniary  embarrassments,  and  was  sold  at  public  sale  to 
E.  Cooper  and  I,  C.  Frisbee,  in  Philadelphia;  in  1870,  W. 
II.  Abbott,  associating  himself  with  other  capitalists,  deter- 
mined to  complete  and  set  the  road  in  successful  operation; 
the  construction  of  this  important  enterprise  was  then 
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pushed  rapidly  lo  completion,  and  on  February  2S1I1,  1S71, 
il  was  opened,  and  the  first  train  of  cars  passed  over  it 
carrying  freight  and  passengers.  'Poward  the  erection  of 
the  Mission  Church  of  the  St.  James  Episcopal  Church 
of  Titusville  he  subscribed  the  entire  cost,  over  84000,  and 
in  that  church  he  is  a constant  communicant,  having  for 
many  years  occupied  the  position  of  Senior  Warden.  Of  all 
measures  calculated  lo  benefit  the  city  and  the  surrounding 
region  he  is  a generous  and  able  supporter.  lie  was 
married,  in  1S46,  to  Jane  Wheeler,  of  Watertown,  Con- 
necticut; a second  time  to  Lucy  S.  Clark,  of  Newton  l'alls, 
Ohio;  and  a third  lime,  in  1869,  to  Anna  G.  Wheeler,  of 
New  York  city,  who  is  still  living. 


EIGES,  GEORGE  W.,  Lawyer,  of  York,  Penn- 
sylvania, was  born  in  the  borough  of  Dillsburg, 
York  county,  Pennsylvania,  May  iSth,  1842. 
Ills  father,  Jacob  Ileiges,  was  a prominent  chair 
manufacturer  of  the  above-mentioned  county;  his 
mother  was  Elizabeth  (Mumper)  Ileiges,  and  on 
both  the  paternal  and  the  maternal  sides  he  is  of  German 
extraction,  lie  studied  first  in  the  public  common  schools 
and  also  under  private  tutors;  later,  he  completed  a course 
of  academic  studies,  after  which  he  taught  in  one  of  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  place,  lie  was  thus  occupied 
for  several  years  in  the  borough  and  county  schools,  be- 
coming subsequently  the  Principal  of  the  York  Classical 
and  Normal  Institute;  later,  he  was  appointed  one  of  the 
Principals  of  the  Local  Normal  School,  and  Tutor  in  the 
York  Academy.  Upon  resigning,  he  became  Deputy  Super- 
intendent of  the  Common  Schools  of  York  county  for  one 
year.  After  completing  the  usual  course  of  legal  studies, 
he  passed  his  examination,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  York 
county  in  1867,  and  immediately  began  practice.  Ilis 
industry  and  talents  have  won  him  an  excellent  connection 
and  a high  reputation  at  the  bar.  In  1S72,  he  was  elected 
to  the  Legislature  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  re-elected 
in  1874.  While  serving  in  the  legislative  body,  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Judiciary,  General  and  Local  Committees, 
of  the  Federal  Relations  Committee,  of  the  Constitutional 
Reform  Committee,  and  of  the  Judicial  Apportionment 
Committee;  also  of  various  other  committees  of  less  promi- 
nence and  importance.  During  his  last  term  he  partici- 
pated actively  and  influent ially  in  all  measures  connected 
with  the  more  important  questions  of  the  day,  and  was 
noted  for  his  sound  judgment  and  prompt  action  under  the 
most-  trying  circumstances.  He  was  appointed  by  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  a member  of  the  Board  of 
Auditors,  constituted  to  re-examine  and  re-settle  the  ac- 
counts of  various  county  officers,  a measure  resulting  from 
a reform  movement  in  his  party,  and  in  which  he  had 
been  prominent.  As  a Free  Mason,  he  is  one  of  the  most 
zealous  and  influential  members  of  the  organization  to 


which  he  is  attached,  and  is  Past-Master  of  the  Zcrcdatha 
Lodge,  No.  451,  -V.  Y.  M.  ; he  is  also  Generalissimo  of  the 
York  Commandcry,  No.  2t,  Knights  Templar.  He  is  a 
constant  and  valued  contributor  to  the  press  of  the  county. 
He  has  always  taken  an  active  part  in  the  political  move- 
ments of  the  State  and  county,  and  especially  is  warmly  in- 
terested in  matters  connected  with  the  advancement  and 
increase  of  the  public  educational  systems  and  advantages. 
Since  his  retirement  from  the  Legislature,  he  has  devoted 
his  entire  attention  to  his  profession,  declining,  although 
repeatedly  solicited,  to  accept  any  public  position. 


l^C^j^OSTETTER,  DAVID,  Druggist,  partner  in  the 
OdA-it  firm  of  Hostetter  & Smith,  manufacturers  of  llos- 
I I teller’s  Stomach  Bitters,  was  born  in  Lancaster 
county,  Pennsylvania,  January  23d,  1819.  His 
u -J3  father,  Jacob  Hostetler,  M.  D.,  a distinguished 
practitioner,  was  born  in  the  above-named  county, 
April  iSlh,  1791,  graduated  at  an  early  age  at  the  Jefferson 
Medical  College  of  Philadelphia,  and  died  March  261I1, 
1859.  Ilis  grandfather,  Jacob  Hostetter,  was  a German, 
and  born  in  the  same  county,  July  1st,  1752,  dying  there 
December  9th,  1823.  Ilis  great-grandfather  also  was 
named  Jacob  I Instcllcr,  and  settled  in  Lancaster  county 
in  1735,  at  a time  when  it  was  very  sparsely  settled  and  in 
a state  of  virginal  wildness.  At  this  date  he  built  a stone 
house,  still  standing  upon  a property  in  the  possession  of 
his  lineal  descendants.  He  was  also  a large  land-holder, 
occupying  over  600  acres  of  wood  and  meadow  land,  of 
which  320  acres  were  bequeathed  to  ' his  ‘son,  who 
in  turn  divided  this  legacy  between  his  two  children, 
the  third  son  being  disinherited  on  account  of  his  dis- 
loyally to  the  cause  of  his  country  during  the  War  of 
1 Si 2,  in  which  his  father  and  uncle  had  participated. 
David  Hostetter  was  educated  in  Lancaster  county,  and, 
April  15th,  1835,  while  in  his  fifteenth  year,  was  em- 
ployee! as  a clerk  and  salesman  in  a dry  goods  establish- 
ment in.  his  native  town,  lie  was  thus  occupied  until 
1S42,  when  he  began  business  on  his  own  account,  meeting 
with  moderate  success.  April  15th,  1S50,  he  moved  to 
California,  and  settled  in  San  Francisco.  In  the  following 
September,  however,  his  entire  stock  was  destroyed  by  lire, 
and  he  returned  to  his  home  much  discouraged.  But 
shortly  after,  his  indomitable  will  and  perseverance  re- 
asserting themselves,  in  1S53,  he  associated  in  partnerslrtp 
with  General  W.  Smith,  and  organized  the  present  firm  for 
the  manufacture  of  stomach  bitters.  This  medicinal  com- 
pound was  manufactured  in  accordance  with  the  formula 
discovered  by  the  deceased  Dr.  Jacob  Hostetter.  Thence- 
forward he  met  with  entire  success;  and  though  in  the 
beginning  but  six  hands  were  employed  in  the  manufacture 
of  his  specialty,  the  firm  at  the  present  time  furnishes  con- 
stant employment  to  nearly  200  men,  and  possesses  an 
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BIOGRAPHICAL  ENCYCLOPAEDIA. 


extensive  establishment  filled  with  costly  machinery.  In 
I S67 , he  became  a Director  of  the  Pittsburgh  Gas  Company; 
in  iSCg,  was  elected  President;  and  since  that  time  has 
continued  to  be  an  active  and  influential  member  of  this 
important  institution.  lie  is  the  largest  stockholder  and 
one  of  the  most  energetic  movers  in  the  East  End  and 
Allegheny  Companies.  In  March,  1S74,  he  purchased  the 
charter  of  the  Columbia  Conduit  Company,  and  with  his 
customary  energy  hastened  the  work  forward  to  a com- 
pletion. Upon  this  occasion  he  was  elected  President,  but 
declined  to  assume  the  office.  Of  the  Penn  Gas-Coal 
Company  of  Philadelphia  he  is  a prominent  and  respected 
Director,  and  also  the  second  largest  stockholder.  lie  is, 
moreover,  a Director  in  the  Farmers’  Deposit  National 
Bank,  and  in  the  Fort  Pitt  Bank.  He  was  married,  July 
13th,  1 8 5 .4 , to  Rosetta  Rickey,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  He  is 
a striking  example  of  a self-made  man,  and  is  remarkable 
for  his  indefatigable  perseverance  in  surmounting  many 
and  prostrating  difficulties,  his  acute  foresight,  and  the 
shrewd  ability  manifested  in  all  the  operations  of  an  exten- 
sive business  conducted  with  probity,  enterprise  and  pru- 
dent economy.  He  is  warmly  interested  in  all  local 
movements  lending  to  improve  the  commercial  interests 
of  the  State,  and  has  always  evinced  a cheerful  readiness 
to  assist  substantially  in  charitable  and  philanthropic 
measures. 


>0  I’KINS,  JAMES  HERRON,  Lawyer  and 
Banker,  was  born  in  Washington  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, November  3d,  1832.  He  is  of  Scotch- 
Irish  descent,  and  his  ancestry  settled  in  western 
Pennsylvania  before  the  Revolution,  his  grand- 
father, Thomas  Hopkins,  being  an  officer  in  the 
war  of  that  time.  1 1 is  father,  Colonel  William  Hopkins, 
was  prominent  in  State  politics,  was  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  during  the  “ Buckshot  War,”  held  vari- 
ous other  offices,  and  died  while  a member  of  the  last 
Constitutional  Convention.  James  Herron  Hopkins  was 
educated  at  Washington  College,  Pennsylvania;  after 
leaving  school,  read  law  with  Judge  McCandless,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  before  attaining  his  majority.  After 
practising  law  for  twenty  years,  his  health  failed  and  he 
went  to  Europe.  During  his  travels  he  wrote  a series  of 
letters  for  the  Pittsburgh  Post,  which  were  afterwards  pub- 
lished in  a volume  bearing  the  title,  Letters  from  Europe. 
Returning  to  his  native  land,  he  engaged  in  the  banking 
business  in  Pittsburgh.  He  is  now  President  of  the  Penn 
Bank  and  the  Union  Insurance  Company  of  that  place;  is 
aLo  a director  in  various  other  banks  and  corporations. 
He  has  always  taken  a great  interest  in  politics  and  is  a 
prominent  Democrat  in  Western  Pennsylvania;  has  been 
three  times  a candidate  for  Congress  in  his  district,  and  in 
1872  was  a candidate  for  Congressman  at  Large.  Living 
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in  a section  of  the  State  that  is  largely  Republican,  he  has 
never  been  elected  to  any  political  office.  He  is  married 
to  a lady  of  the  well-known  Jamison  family  of  Baltimore, 
Maryland,  several  of  whom  are  distinguished  in  the  clergy, 
the  army,  the  navy,  physics,  etc. 
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ORTH,  HUGH  M.,  Lawyer,  Legislator,  etc.,  was 
born  in  Juniata  county,  Pennsylvania,  May  7th, 
1826.  He  is  of  Scotch  lrish  descent,  his  father, 
John  North,  being  a prominent  merchant  of  Juni- 
ata county,  and  his  mother  a daughter  of  Hugh 
McAllister,  whose  father  was  one  of  the  original 
settlers  of  the  county,  the  founder  of  McAllislerville,  and 
a major  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  Hugh  M.  was  enabled 
to  enjoy  exceptional  educational  advantages,  and  graduated 
with  honor  from  the  academy  at  MilTlinsburg  when  about 
twenty  years  of  age.  Choosing  the  legal  profession,  he 
entered  the  office  of  Judge  Casey,  a prominent  lawyer,  who 
was  elected  to  Congress  in  1848  and  subsequently  was 
appointed  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  Stales  Court  of 
Claims.  In  due  course,  having  passed  a most  creditable 
examination,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Lancaster 
county,  August  30th,  1849,  having  been  previously  entered 
at  the  bar  of  Union  county  early  in  the  same  year.  He 
removed  to  Columbia  and  immediately  commenced  the  ' 
practice  of  his  profession.  His  energy,  industry  and  intel- 
lectual acquirements  soon  brought  him  into  prominence, 
and  he  quickly  obtained  lucrative  practice,  which  has 
steadily  increased;  he  now  ranks  among  the  most  able 
attorneys  of  the  State,  and  has  acquired  a large  fortune 
by  his  labors.  Active  and  public-spirited,  he  has  always 
taken  a great  interest  in  all  political  questions  of  a local 
and  national  nature,  lie  has  held  several  offices  in  the 
town  of  his  adoption  with  such  satisfaction  to  his  fellow- 
citizens  that  in  1854  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature 
on  the  Democratic  and  Independent  tickets.  In  1S60,  lie 
was  a delegate  to  the  National  Democratic  Convention  at 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  and  was  there  placed  upon 
several  important  committees,  among  others  that  on  Cre- 
dentials, a post  in  this  particular  convention  demanding 
the  exercise  of  rare  judgment  and  ability.  In  1864,  he 
was  the  Democratic  candidate  for  Congress  against  the 
late  Thaddeus  Stevens,  and  ran  far  ahead  of  his  ticket. 
In  1872,  he  held  the  same  position  in  opposition  to  A. 
Herr  Smith,  but  as  the  district  had  long  been  largely 
Republican  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  gain  the  election. 
He  has  been  for  many  years  Solicitor  for  several  of  the 
most  important  railroad  companies  in  the  State,  and  also 
holds  the  same  official  position  in  several  other  large  cor- 
porations, including  banks,  insurance  companies,  etc.  lie 
is  President  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Columbia,  and 
is  Director  in  a number  of  other  institutions.  In  1874,  he 
polled  the  second  highest  vote  in  the  Democratic  State 
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Convention  as  the  nominee  for  Lieutenant-Governor  of 
Pennsylvania,  lie  lias  been  for  many  years  a leading 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  the  President  for 
twelve  years  of  its  Board  of  Trustees,  lie  was  married, 
December  23  1,  1868,  to  a daughter  of  Thomas  E.  Franklin, 
a prominent  lawyer  of  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania. 
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'ERTIG,  JOHN,  Mayor  of  Titusville,  was  born 
in  Venango  county,  Pennsylvania,  March  17th, 
1S37.  llis  parents  were  among  the  earliest 
settlers  of  that  section,  having  located  there  in 
1S34,  when  the  county  was  little  more  than  a 
wilderness.  Laboring  on  the  home  farm  in  boy- 
hood, he  attended  the  log  school-house  in  the  winter.  These 
scant  educational  advai  t igcs  he  turned  to  the  best  account, 
and  laid  the  foundation  of  his  present  solid  acquirements. 
Leaving  home  at  eighteen,  he  travelled  on  foot  150  miles 
to  the  great  lumbering  districts  on  the  Susquehanna.  Ob- 
taining employment  as  a sawyer  in  an  extensive  establish- 
ment, he  labored  for  about  a year.  Then  feeling  the 
necessity  for  more  education  if  he  would  rise  to  the 
measure  of  his  ambition,  he  abandoned  work,  returned 
home,  obtained  such  books  as  he  could,  and  studied  to  such 
good  purpose  that  he  soon  became  a teacher.  For  four 
years  he  taught  in  a district  school,  first  near  Neilltown, 
and  later  at  Steam  Mills,  near  West  Hickory,  continuing 
his  own  studies  the  while  and  taking  a course  at  the 
Neilltown  Academy.  In  i860,  the  great  oil  fever  having 
reached  his  neighborhood,  he  commenced  operations  by 
leasing  a small  tract  of  oil  territory  known  as  the  Mc- 
Elhenny  farm.  Associating  with  him  two  gentlemen,  he 
arranged  for  the  sinking  of  a well,  investing  in  the  enter- 
prise the  entire  savings  of  his  years  of  teacher’s  toil,  and 
also,  in  order  to  make  up  what  he  lacked  in  capital,  en- 
gaging for  day  labor  with  the  contractor.  He  lost  his 
money  and  labor,  the  well  proving  oilless  and  being  aban- 
doned. Determined  to  succeed,  and  profiting  by  the 
experience  gained  in  his  unfortunate  venture,  he  immedi- 
ately secured  the  necessary  implements  and  contracted  to 
sink  several  wells.  Having  by  this  means  again  accumu- 
lated some  little  capital,  lie  returned  in  about  a year  to  his 
abandoned  claim,  and  eventually,  after  many' disappoint- 
ments and  trials,  he  reaped  abundantly  the  reward  of  his 
toil  and  perseverance.  Having  acquired  a considerable 
fortune,  he  has  for  the  past  fourteen  years  been  largely 
interested  in  real  estate,  dealing  therein  so  extensively  that 
lie  is  at  this  time  reputed  to  be  the  heaviest  properly  holder 
in  the  town  of  Titusville.  He  has  done  much  to  improve 
the  place,  the  fine  buildings  known  as  Eerlig’s  Block  being 
a conspicuous  evidence  of  his  public  spirit.  1 1 is  character 
as  a citizen  and  a merchant  is  above  reproach.  The  esti- 
mation in  which  he  is  held  and  his  popularity  in  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  resides  was  well  exhibited  in  the 


spring  of  1873.  Though  a Democrat,  lie  was  then  elected 
Mayor  of  Titusville  by  the  largest  majority  ever  gained  by 
any  candidate  for  that  office,  his  opponent,  the  acting 
mayor,  having  been  elected  by  the  Republicans,  the  domi- 
nant party  of  the  town.  With  such  satisfaction  did  the 
citizens  regard  his  administration  that  he  was  re-elected  to 
the  office  in  1874,  and  the  evidences  of  public  favor  con- 
stantly expressed  towards  him  point  directly  to  his  elevation 
to  higher  and  more  important  position*;  in  the  public 
service.  In  every  movement  tending  to  the  advancement 
of  the  town  with  which  he  is  by  business  and  association 
connected,  he  is  most  zealous.  He  is  attached  as  Vice- 
President  to  the  management  of  two  of  the  banking  institu- 
tions of  his  section,  and  in  finance,  as  in  commerce,  his 
abilities  render  him  a most  valuable  guide  and  associate. 
He  was  married,  in  1S61,  to  Angclinc  E.  Coldren,  of 
Venango  county. 

cCLIN  TOCK,  JONAS  R.,  Physician,  Soldier, 
Mayor,  Stale  Senator,  etc.,  was  born  in  Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania,  about  the  year  1810.  He 
is  descended  from  Celtic  and  Teutonic  sources, 
his  paternal  ancestor,  John  McClintock,  having, 
in  1789,  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  emigrated 
from  Ireland,  and  the  maternal  side  being  represented 
by  Peter  Roup,  who  arrived  from  Germany  and  settled 
in  Lancaster  county  in  1761,  and  whose  son,  Colonel 
Jonas  Roup,  removed  to  Allegheny  county  in  1793.  Roth 
his  parents  died  upon  their  farm,  located  in  what  is  now 
the  Twentieth  and  Twenty-second  Wards  of  Pittsburgh. 
He  received  a thorough  education  at  the  Western  Uni\er- 
sity  of  Pennsylvania,  and  after  pursuing  a course  of  medical 
reading  in  his  native  city,  under  Dr.  S.  R.  Holmes,  com- 
menced the  practice  of  his  profession,  jjnd  so  quickly  won 
success  and  reputation  that  in  1833  he  was  appointed 
Physician  to  the  Almshouse  and  Prison,  and  during  the 
Cholera  epidemic  of  that  year  was  selected  as  Health 
Physician  by  the  Board  of  Health.  He  was  President  of 
the  Common  Council  of  the  city  in  1S34,  was  elevated  to 
the  Mayoralty  in  1836,  and  though  belonging  to  the  Demo- 
cratic minority,  was  re-elected  for  the  two  subsequent 
terms.  In  1840,  he  was  appointed  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  the  Chemical  Department  of  the  United 
States  Mint  at  Philadelphia,  which  position  he  held  for 
seven  years,  .resigning  it  on  the  death  of  his  father  and  re- 
turning to  reside  with  his  mother  upon  the  old  homestead. 
He  is  claimed  as  the  father  of  the  Duquesne  Grays,  having 
originated"  them  in  1S32;  for  a long  time,  and  in  some  try- 
ing situations,  he  commanded  this  celebrated  corps.  He 
was  elected  to  the  Legislatuie  in  1S50,  and  became  promi- 
nent in  that  body.  As  Chairman  of  the"  Committee  on 
Domestic  Manufactures,  he  defeated,  by  his  report,  the 
repeal  of  the  ten-hour  law  of  1S49.  He  reported  the  Ap- 
portionment bill  of  1S50,  which  succeeded  the  veto  of 
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Governor  Johnston,  and  which  passed  into  a law.  In  1853,  ! 
he  was  elected  to  the  Stale  Senate,  where,  as  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Education,  he  reported  the  School  Hill 
of  1854,  and  by  his  personal  efforts  and  influence  secured  its 
passage,  lie  voted  for  the  Republican  resolution  instruct- 
ing lire  Pennsylvania  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress to  vote  against  the  Kansas-Nebraska  Hill,  to  save,  as 
he  explained  his  vote,  the  downfall  of  the  great  Democratic 
party.  During  the  panic  of  1837,  he  refused  to  sign  as 
dictated  by  ordinance  the  5 100,000  issue  of  small  notes, 
and  under  threats  of  impeachment  and  removal  from  the 
mayoralty  remained  (inn,  and  triumphantly  presented  to 
Councils  a forgotten  section  of  an  act  of  1821,  making  the 
action  required  a fnisdemcanor  punishable  with  line  and 
imprisonment.  At  the  commencement  of  the  late  civil  war 
he  offered  for  active  duty  in  the  field,  camp  or  garrison, 
lie  acted  as  Adjutant-General  on  the  staff  of  General  W il- 
liam Wilkins,  and  aided  in  organizing  3,500  citizens  during 
the  first  months  of  the  war,  fully  nine-tenths  of  which  force  1 
was,  in  a short  time,  in  service  at  the  front.  As  a regular  | 
visitor  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  during  the  latter  three  I 
years  of  the  war  his  notes  from  the  field  and  hospital  : 
received  high  consideration  at  the  Wrar  Department,  and 
were  the  cause  of  the  correction  of  more  than  one  fault  and  1 
need.  I11  1SG4,  when  after  peremptorily  declining  a nom- 
ination either  to  Congress  or  the  State  Senate  his  friends 
persisted  in  placing  his  name  on  the  ticket,  he  ignored  the 
nomination,  and  removing  from  his  home  remained  away 
until  the  contest  was  decided,  thus  consistently  maintaining 
his  avowed  resolution  made  in  the  first  hours  of  the  Rebel- 
lion that  he  “ would  refuse  to  enter  into  conflict  for  civil 
position  until  treason  should  be  wiped  out.”  After  devot- 
ing several  years  to  the  recovery  of  his  wife’s  health,  he 
settled  down  on  the  old  homestead,  now  in  the  midst  of  a 
thriving  city. 
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( LLN,  ALEXANDER,  City  Commissioner  of 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  was  born  in  that  city, 
l ebruary  14th,  1S34.  11  is  parents  were  natives 

of  Ireland,  and  his  father,  Alexander  McCuen, 
was  engaged  for  a term  of  three  years  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  in  the  4th  Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry,  which  participated  actively  in  the  late 
Rebellion.  He  was  educated  at  the  Southwest  Public 
School,  and,  after  acquiring  a useful  education,  became 
employed  in  the  brickyard  of  Pritman  & Co.,  whose  estab- 
lishment was  located  at  Twentieth  and  Market  streets,  and 
learned  the  trade  of  brickmaking.  He  then  served  his 
time  as  an  apprentice  with  W right  & Brothers,  on  Market 
street,  bone  and  ivory  turners.  In  1S58,  while  the  laying 
of  the  Atlantic  Cable  was  progressing,  he  was  employed  in  , 
the  United  States  service,  and,  while  on  board  the  United 
States  man  of- war  “Niagara,”  assisted  in  arranging  and 
putting  it  out.  April  lSlh,  iSfii,  he  was  present  at  the 


memorable  riots  in  Baltimore,  and  aided  efficiently  in 
assisting  to  quell  the  turbulence.  Subsequently,  he  enlisted 
for  three  months  as  a private  in  the  iSth  Pennsylvania 
Regiment,  Colonel  Lewis  commanding;  was  discharged, 
and  re-enlisted  in  the  73d  Pennsylvania  Regiment,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Baxter;  later,  August  loth,  1S61,  he 
was  appointed  First  Sergeant  in  Company  D;  January  1st, 
1S63,  was  promoted  from  that  company  to  Company  K,  as 
Second  Lieutenant,  and  September  10th,  1863,  as  First 
Lieutenant.  After  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  a captaincy,  December  25th,  1863,  in  the  latter 
company,  a promotion  due  to  his  capture  of  a stand  of  colors 
from  the  Confederate  color-bearer,  and  the  observance  of 
the  incident  by  General  Webb,  who  complimented  him 
highly  for  Ins  intrepid  conduct;  August  24th,  1864,  he  was 
mustered  out  with  his  company.  Finally,  he  was  connected 
with  the  203d  Pennsylvania  Regiment  as  Captain  of  Com- 
pany E,  with  which  he  served  for  nearly  twelve  months. 
During  the;  action  at  Fort  l’isher,  North  Carolina,  January 
15th,  1S65,  he  was  severely  wounded,  and  afterward,  March 
13th,  1865,  was  appointed  Major  by  brevet  of  that  organiza- 
tion, for  gallant  conduct ; he  was  mustered  out  with  his 
company,  June  221I,  1865.  In  1SC8,  he  was  nominaled 
and  elected  by  the  Republican  party  City  Commissioner, 
for  three  years;  and  re-elected  in  1871,  for  a second  term, 
which  expires  January  1st,  1875. 


cNAIR,  HIRAM  S.,  Journalist,  was  born  in  Free- 
dom township,  Adams  county,  Pennsylvania, 
June  22d,  1S3S.  1 1 is  father,  Samuel  S.  McNair, 

born  also  in  Adams  county,  Pennsylvania,  was  a 
descendant  of  one  of  the  earliest  Scotch  settlers 
of  that  county;  his  mother,  S.  C.  (Bigler) 
McNair,  was  a former  resident  of  Franklin  county,  in  the 
same  State.  He  was  educated  at  Gettysburg  College,  and 
the  Delaware  Literary  Institution,  Delaware  county,  New 
York.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  war  he  left  the  latter  estab- 
lishment and  entered  the  United  States  service,  April  l6lh, 
1861,  as  private  in  the  2d  Pennsylvania  Infantry.  At  the 
end  of  his  three  months’  service  he  le-enlisted  as  private  in 
Cole’s  Maryland  Cavalry.  With  this  body  he  served 
actively  in  the  ranks  until  1862,  when  he  was  promoted  to 
a Second  Lieutenancy  by  the  order  of  Colonel  Dixon  S. 
Miles,  and,  subsequently,  owing  to  the  protracted  absence 
of  the  superior  officer,  commanded  his  company  from  the 
time  of  his  appointment.  1 le  was  afterward  promoted  by 
Governor  Bradford,  of  Maryland,  to  a First  Lieutenancy  in 
the  3d  Maryland  Cavalry,  and  was  ordered  with  his  regi- 
ment to  the  Department  of  the  Gulf.  There  lie  participated 
in  the  Red  River  campaign  ; during  its  progress  was  pro- 
moted to  a Captaincy’,  and,  afiei  the  Mobile  campaign,  while 
in  Command  at  Woodville,  Mississippi,  was  brevelted  Major 
by  the  order  of  General  Canby,  then  in  command  of  the 
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Gulf  Department.  In  the  fall  of  1S65,  he  was  mustered  out 
at  Vicksburg,  In  the  fall  of  the  following  year  he  removed 
to  York,  Pennsylvania,  entered  the  well-known  law  office 
of  Ilenry  I..  Fisher,  and,  in  November,  1868,  was  admitted 
to  the  bar.  He  practised,  however,  but  for  a short  period, 
entering  in  the  latter  part  of  1869  into  mercantile  business, 
dealing  in  dry  goods  under  the  firm-name  of  Hauer  & 
McNair.  This  partnership  connection  lasted  until  the  fall 
of  1873,  when  he  retired  and  purchased  the  York  Repub- 
lican, the  leading  Republican  paper  of  York  county,  which 
under  his  able  management  has  acquired  new  prestige  and 
popularity.  In  1872,  he  was  the  candidate  on  the  Repub- 
lican ticket  front  York  for  the  Legislature,  and,  although 
connected  with  the  minority,  ran  considerably  ahead  of  his 
ticket,  reducing  the  opposing  majority  from  about  two 
thousand  to  nine  hundred.  At  the  present  time,  he  is  the 
Chairman  of  the  Republican  County  Committee.  He  was 
married,  in  1S68,  to  Nettie  Hauer,  of  York,  Pennsylvania. 
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ETWII.ER,  SOLOMON  S.,  Banker,  Capitalist, 
etc.,  was  born  in  York  county,  Pennsylvania, 
October  2S1I1,  1833.  1 1 is  father,  Joseph  Delwiler, 

was  an  extern  ive  and  wealthy  farmer  ami  real 
estate  owner  of  that  section;  and  his  mother  a 
member  of  the  well-known  Gerber  family,  of  the 
same  county.  Beginning  with  the  common  schools  of  the 
neighborhood,  he  completed  his  education  at  the  Mount 
Joy  Academy.  On  attaining  his  majority,  he  entered  upon 
the  business  of  life  as  clerk  and  bookkeeper  in  the  hard- 
ware store  of  Jonas  Runkle,  in  Columbia,  and  so  remained 
for  five  years.  In  July,  1S60,  he  associated  in  partnership 
with  his  brother,  and  enga  ged  in  the  private  banking  busi- 
ness, in  the  same  town,  under  the  firm-title  of  Dctwiler  A 
Brother.  The  reputation  sustained  by  the  young  partners 
speedily  gained  them  a large  connection,  and  they  con- 
tinued to  transact  business  under  the  original  name,  until 
May,  1S64,  when  their  banking  house  was  merged  into  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Columbia.  S.  S.  Detwiler  was, 
at  the  same  time,  elected  to  the  post  of  cashier  of  the  in- 
stitution, and  has  continued  to  serve  in  that  capacity,  to 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  concerned,  ever  since.  • As  a 
private  banker  he  was  eminently  successful,  and  by  his 
high  acquirements,  gentlemanly  disposition  and  address,  and 
strict  integrity,  won  the  unreserved  confidence  of  the  com- 
munity. In  the  spring  of  1S70,  in  company  with  five  other 
gentlemen,  he  originated  and  placed  in  operation  the  Co- 
lumbia Deposit  Bank,  and  ever  since,  as  one  of  its  principal 
Directors  and  Managers,  has  been  largely  instrumental  in 
raising  it  to  its  present  state  of  prosperity.  To  the  town 
of  his  adoption  he  has  been  a most  useful  benefactor,  hav- 
ing interested  himself  largely  in  real  estate  transactions  and 
having  erected  many  valuable  buildings.  He  owns  a very 
considerable  amount  of  farm  property  in  the  counties  of 


York  and  Lancaster,  the  finest  agricultural  section  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  also  a large  stone  quarry  near  Columbia,  lie 
also  holds  an  interest,  as  partner,  in  the  celebrated  White 
Lime  Quarry,  at  Wrightsville,  Pennsylvania.  He  has  been 
President  of  the  Columbia  Insurance  Company,  for  several 
years  ; and,  for  some  time,  presided  over  the  Town  Council, 
of  which  body  he  was,  for  six  years,  a member.  He  has 
likewise  been  presiding  officer  of  the  School  Board  for 
three  years,  and  is  a prominent  member  anti  vestryman  of 
St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church.  He  was  married,  April  27th, 
1S60,  to  a daughter  of  Isaac  Redsicker,  a wealthy  tanner, 
of  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania. 


f)  LOAN,  IIANNIBAI.  K.,  Lawyer,  was  born  in 
-c-.Lt  rt> 

^ Indiana,  Pennsylvania,  September  4th,  1S3S. 
I lis  parents  were  James  M.  and  Margaret  (Kelly) 
Sloan;  his  maternal  grandfather,  Meek  Kelly, 
was  a member  of  the  Slate  Senate  of  Pennsylva- 
nia from  one  of  the  northwestern  districts  which, 
some  forty  years  since,  included  Indiana  county  ; his  paternal 
grandfather,  Walter  Sloan,  held  the  commission  of  Captain 
in  the  War  of  1S12,  serving  efficiently  on  the  Canadian 
frontier.  Beginning  in  the  common  schools,  he  continued 
his  education  in  the  Indiana  Academy  until  his  sixteenth 
year.  During  the  two  following  years  he  was  learning  the 
trade  of  machinist ; but,  during  the  memorable  financial 
panic  of  1857,  his  employers,  with  many  other  machinists  in 
Indiana,  were  obliged  to  temporarily  close  their  establish- 
ments, and  he  was  unable  to  procure  further  employment. 
Philadelphia  was  visited,  but  in  none  of  its  machine  shops 
could  he  find  a situation;  he  then  moved  to  Sussex  county, 
Delaware,  where  he  engaged  with  Shryock  8:  Johnston, 
who  were  filling  a naval  contract  for  the  furnishing  of  live 
oak  to  the  Government.  In  six  months,  he  returned  to  his 
home  and  began,  in  September,  1859,  to  study  law  under 
Hugh  Weir.  Ilis  course  was  partially  finished  in  April, 
lS6l,when,  the  Rebellion  breaking  out,  he,  with  others, 
raised  and  organized  the  Indiana  Nationals.  Of  this  organi- 
zation he  was  elected  Second  Lieutenant  in  the  following 
May,  and,  when  entirely  completed,  it  was  sent  to  Camp 
Wright,  near  Pittsburgh,  June  loth,  1S61.  The  Indiana 
Nationals  were  mustered  into  State  service  simultaneously 
with  Company  1!  of  the  1 ith  Regiment  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Reserve  Corps,  commanded  by  Thomas  F.  Calaber,  of 
Westmoreland  county.  In  July,  1861,  he  was  promoted  to 
a First  Lieutenancy,  and,  in  the  same  month,  left  Camp 
Wright  for  Washington,  where  his  regiment  was  mustered 
into  the  United  States  service,  constituting  a part  of  the 
First  Army  Corps  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  That 
corps,  then  commanded  by  General  McDowell,  was  subse- 
quently transferred  to  the  Fifth  Army  Corps,  commanded 
by  Lit z John  Porter;  under  this  command  he  participated 
actively  in  the  seven  days’  battles  in  front  of  Richmond, 
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from  Mcchanicsville  to  Malvern  Hills,  and  also  in  all  the 
actions  and  movements  in  which  the  Army  of  the  I’otomac 
was  engaged  until  June  1st,  1S64.  Prior  to  this  date  he 
was,  December  13th,  1S62,  promoted  to  a Captaincy,  and, 
in  May,  1863,  for  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct  at  the 
battle  of  the  Wilderness  was  appointed  Major  by  brevet ; 
also,  while  taking  part  in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  he  was 
favorably  noticed  for  his  brave  and,  efficient  services.  June 
131I1,  1864,  he  was  mustered  out  of  the  service  with  h s 
regiment.  After  being  engaged  for  two  years  in  the  oil 
business  of  the  Pennsylvania  oil  region,  he  returned  to 
the  study  of  law  under  his  former  preceptor,  II.  W.  Weir. 
In  October,  1S66,  he  was  appointed  United  States  Assistant 
Assessor,  and,  in  February,  1867,  upon  the  completion  of 
the  studies  pursued  meanwhile,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at 
the  September  term  of  Indiana,  and  since  has  continued  to 
practice  his  profession  with  marked  ability  and  success.  lie 
was  subsequently  nominated  by  the  Democrats  of  the  Legis- 
lative District  of  Indiana  and  Westmoreland  counties  and 
elected,  although  the  Republican  majority  of  that  district 
was  considerably  over  1000.  At  the  close  of  the  Legisla- 
tive term  of  1871,  he  resumed  the  practice  of  law,  but  ulti- 
mately, owing  to  the  solicitations  of  many  friends,  allowed 
his  name  to  be  used  as  a candidate  for  Congress;  and  the 
Democratic  County  Convention  unanimously  accorded. him 
the  nomination. 


; NDERSON,  IION.  GEORGE:  K.,  President  of 
, ) the  Exchange  Rank  of  Titusville,  Pennsylvania, 
Railroad  Operator  and  Legislator,  was  born  at 
East  Waterford,  Juniata  county,  Pennsylvania, 
September  14th,  1834.  1 1 is  father,  Enoch  L. 

Anderson,  who  died  recently  in  his  seventy-sixth 
year,  was  a native  of  Cumberland  county,  Pennsylvania, 
and  a son  of  Colonel  Enoch  Anderson,  one  of  live  brothers 
who  were  noted  for  their  valor  anal  efficient  services  while 
serving  in  Washington’s  army  throughout  the  Revolutionary 
War;  these  brothers,  settling  in  Maryland,  Tennessee  and 
Kentucky,  became  subsequently  prominent  and  influential 
men  and  public  officers.  Twenty  members  of  the  family 
have  been  elected  to  the  House  of  Representatives  at 
Washington,  and  four  to  the  United  Slates  Senate.  His 
great  uncle  was  a member  of  the  United  States  Senate  for  a 
period  of  ei .diteen  years,  at  one  time  officiated  as  President 
of  that  body,  and  later  was  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury 
for  twenty-one  years,  lion.  Alexander  Anderson,  formerly 
member  of  Congress  from  the  Knoxville  District  of  Ten- 
nessee, ami  United  States  Senator,  noted  for  his  energy  and 
abilities,  was  a nearly  connected  relative  of  George  K.  An- 
derson’s ancestors.  From  1S00  to  1S68,  Enoch  L.  Ander- 
son resided  in  East  Waterford,  where  he  reared  a family 
consisting  of  ten  children,  following  the  tanning  business, 
and  engaged  also  in  fanning  and  agricultural  pursuits.  I11 
the  latter  year  he  removed  to  Titusville  with  his  son,  and 


there  resided  until  the  date  of  his  death.  George  K.  An- 
derson remained  with  his  parents  in  East  Waterford  until 
July,  1S50,  when,  having  thoroughly  learned  the  trade  of 
tanning  under  his  father,  he  entered  upon  a course  of  studies 
at  the  Tuscarora  Academy,  pursuing  a student’s  life  until 
1S54,  and  in  the  interim  acquiring  a varied  and  valuable 
training  and  education.  From  September,  1854,  until  Sep- 
tember of  the  following  year,  he  was  employed  as  a cleik 
in  a store  at  Hollidaysburg,  Pennsylvania;  subsequently, 
desiring  to  obtain  a more  perfect  knowledge  of  the  different 
rules,  principles  and  systems  governing  the  management  and 
prosecution  of  mercantile  enterprises,  he  entered  I Hill's  Com- 
mercial College,  of  Pittsburgh.  Upon  the  completion  of 
the  usual  course  of  studies  in  that  institution,  he  graduated 
in  commercial,  banking,  and  railroad  bookkeeping,  receiv- 
ing on  the  occasion  high  encomiums  from  his  tutors  for  his 
perseverance  and  shrewd  insight  into  the  details  and  minutiaj 
incident  to  this  particular  branch  of  learning.  He  then  put 
into  active  operation  his  newly  acquired  knowledge  bv  act- 
ing as  Bookkeeper  and  private  Secretary  for  Kirk  A 
Rhodes,’  well-known  and  prominent  car  builders  of  Ro- 
chester, Pennsylvania.  That  establishment,  employing  over 
three  hundred  men,  presented  an  admirable  field  for  the 
exercise  of  administrative  and  executive  powers,  and  for  ob- 
taining a varied  and  valuable  experience;  and  the  numerous 
and  responsible  duties  connected  with  its  direction  lie  fid 
filled  with  marked  promptitude  and  ability.  With  Kirk  A 
Rhodes  he  remained  until  the  fall  of  1858,  w hen  he  em- 
barked in  the  wdrolesale  and  retail  grocery  business  at  Green- 
ville, Mercer  county,  Pennsylvania,  under  the  firm-name 
of  Power  A Anderson  ; in  the  same  place  he  also  entered 
the  drygoods  business,  under  the  firm-name  of  Anderson  A 
Packard.  In  this  locality  and  in  these  undertakings  he  was 
actively  engaged  until  September,  1S62,  when  he  sold  out 
his  interests  in  both  establishments,  in  order  to  accept  a 
position  as  assistant  to  General  W.  W.  Irwin,  Commissary- 
General  of  Pennsylvania,  tendered  to  him  and  urged  upon 
his  acceptance.  He  remained  in  the  office  until  October, 
1S64,  constantly  and  laboriously  occupied  in  the  discharge 
of  responsible  and  onerous  duties,  and  during  portion  of 
the  time  acting  as  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Military  Claims. 
Resigning  at  the  latter  date,  he  visited  the  oil  regions,  set- 
tling primarily  at  Tan  Farm,  October  4th,  and  afterwards, 
November  1st,  making  his  head-quarters  at  Petroleum  Cen- 
tre, Venango  county.  July  nth,  1S68,  he  purchased  the 
Brigg’s  Place,  in  Titusville,  and  sent  fur  his  parents  and 
sisters  to  take  charge  of  his  new  home  ; since  then  he  has 
resided  there,  meeting  with  great  and  merited  success  in 
various  and  extensive  enterprises.  Upon  three  different 
occasions  he  has  been  chosen  Senatorial  Delegate  to  State 
Conventions,  and  was  Delegate  to  the  National  Convention 
which  nominated  Grant  for  a second  term.  In  1873,  he 
was  elected  to  the  Senate  from  Crawford  county,  having  in 
Titusville  a majority  of  over  Soo  ballots  on  a vote  of  less 
than  1000  in  the  city.  Since  starting  as  an  oil  operator  he 
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has  milled  more  than  200  wells;  and  at  one  time  his  in- 
come attained  the  unusual  proportions  of  fifteen  hundred 
dollars  per  diem.  During  the  past  seven  or  eight  years  he 
has  employed  constantly,  in  one  or  another  business  and 
enterprise,  about  300  men,  thus  affording  direct  support  to 
more  than  900  persons.  Several  young  men  who  entered 
into  business  life  in  his  establishments  and  under  his  care 
as  bookkeepers,  superintendents,  overseers  and  engineers, 
have  since  become  wealthy  anil  prominent  merchants  and 
dealers,  lie  was  one  of  the  original  investors  in  the 
Northern  Pacific,  the  Texas  Pacific,  and  various  other  rail- 
roads and  enterprises,  being  always  a leading  and  ener- 
getic promoter  thereof,  lie  is,  and  has  been  from  its  organ- 
ization, Vice- President  of  the  Pennsylvania  Transportation 
Company,  a corporation  having  a capital  of  $1,700,000  in 
stock  and  $200,000  raised  on  bonds;  it  owns  and  operates 
500  miles  of  pipe  lines,  and  has  a tankage  of  300,000  bar- 
rels; such  men  as  Colonel  T.  A.  Scott,  William  II.  Kemble, 
C.  li.  Wright,  of  Philadelphia,  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Erie  Railroad,  Messrs.  Harley  and  Abbott  and  Judge 
Douglass,  of  Titusville,  are  associated  in  its  direction,  lie 
is  also  Director  of  five  different  banks.  After  settling  in 
the  oil  region,  and  before  the  expiration  of  the  first  year, 
he  was  offered  by  one  of  the  largest  and  wealthiest  owners 
of  oil  property  a position  as  Superintendent  w hli  a salary 
of  $10,000  per  annum;  but  having  commenced  operations 
on  his  own  responsibility,  and  feeling  sure  that  he  would 
ultimately  meet  with  much  success,  he  declined  the  offer, 
and  the  seiptel  has  shown  that  he  acted  wisely.  In  all 
schemes  for  the  development  of  Pennsylvania  resources  he 
takes  a warm  and  active  interest  ; while  all  movements  of 
a philanthropic  nature  find  from  him  cordial  sympathy  and 
generous  support.  He  was  married,  July  5th,  1S59,  to 
Emma  Hawkins  (the  only  daughter  of  the  late  Rev.  I).  K. 
Hawkins,  of  Pittsburgh),  who  died  August  26th,  1864, 
leaving  three  small  children,  one  an  infant;  only  one  child, 
eleven  years  old,  is  now  living. 


EISS,  CHARLES.  Coal  Merchant,  was  born  Feb- 
ruary loth,  1812,  at  Nicetown,  Philadelphia 
county,  Pennsylvania,  his  parents  being  George 
W eiss  and  Sarah  (Nice)  Weiss.  He  received  his. 
c -5  education  at  the  old  Germantown  Academy,  and 
on  leaving  there,  when  about  seventeen  years  of 
age,  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the  trade  of  a lapidary.  At 
the  expiration  of  his  term  he  went  (about  1838)  to  Phila- 
delphia, and  there  became  engaged  in  the  business  of  hotel 
keeping,  which  he  continued  to  carry  on  until  1846,  when 
he  became  a coal  merchant,  his  location  being  on  Ninth 
street,  above  Poplar.  In  1850,110  removed  to  Germantown, 
and  has  continued  the  business  there  up  to  the  present 
time  (1874).  lie  has  engaged  extensively  in  real  estate 
operations  in  Germantown,  in  which  he  has  been  very  suc- 


cessful. He  is  a Director  of  the  National  Rank  of  Ger- 
mantown, and  of  the  Mutual  hire  Insurance  Company  of 
Germantown,  and  is  also  intimately  connected  with  all  the 
important  local  enterprises  of  the  town,  in  which  he  holds 
an  honorable  and  conspicuous  position.  In  polities  he  is  a 
Republican.  He  was  married,  in  1S3S,  to  Susan  R., 
daughter  of  Jacob  Ilortter,  of  Germantown. 


CIILUNDECK  ER,  GENERAL  MATHEW, 
Treasurer  of  the  German  Savings  Rank,  Erie, 
Pennsylvania,  was  born  in  Iiavaria,  July  loth, 
1S29.  Educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  country,  he  came  to  seek  his  fortune  in 
America  when  he  was  twenty  years  of  age.  He 
settled  in  Erie  and  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  till  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  when,  though 
previously  General  of  the  State  militia  and  well  versed  in 
military  tactics,  he  set  an  example  to  the  community  by  en- 
listing as  a private,  on  April  19th,  1861.  He  was,  how- 
ever, soon  promoted  to  the  commission  of  Major,  and  was 
afterwards  elected  Colonel  of  the  tilth  Regiment  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers.  As  remarked  by  a fellow-citizen,  the 
energy,  public  spiiit  and  sagacity  of  General  Schlundecker 
have  been  manifested  to  the  great  advantage  of  Erie. 
Many  of  its  improvements  have  originated  with  him,  and 
all  have  received  his  support.  Of  large  means  and  irre- 
pressible energy,  he  is  always  ardent  in  the  support  of 
measures  that  commend  themselves  to  his  judgment.  Still 
in  the  ascendance  of  life,  with  broad  financial  schemes  re- 
quiring time  to  mature,  the  better  part  of  his  career  has 
probably  yet  to  be  told. 


I 


WING,  I ION.  THOMAS,  Lawyer  and  President 
Judge  of  the  United  Stales  District  Court  of  Al- 
legheny County,  Pennsylvania,  was  born  in 
Washington  county,  Pennsylvania,  July  3d,  1S27. 
1 1 is  parents  were  both  of  Scotch- Irish  descent, 
and  when  he  was  about  three  years  of  age  they 
settled  in  Allegheny.  His  education,  which  was  thorough 
and  extended,  was  completed  by  his  graduation  from  Jeffer- 
son College,  Pennsylvania,  in  the  class  of  1853.  For  one 
year  following  he  was  an  assistant  Teacher  in  a school  in 
his  native  Stale,  and  for  the  next  three  years  Principal  of 
the  Natchez  (Mississippi)  Institute.  Having  occupied  his 
leisure  in  legal  studies  and  gained  admittance  to  the  bar, 
he  commenced,  in  1857,  the  practice  of  the  law  in  Pitts- 
burgh, and  soon  succeeded  in  establishing  a professional 
connection  which  has  brought  him  wealth  and  high  honor 
professionally  and  politically.  He  was  a Republican  Dele- 
gate, representing  the  Thirty-third  Senatorial  District,  com- 
posed of  the  county  of  Allegheny,  in  the  Constitutional 
Convention  of  1 S7 2—’ 73,  and  occupied  an  influential  position 
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therein,  being  a member  of  the  Committees  on  Legislation 
and  Revenue,  Taxation  and  Finance.  lie  was  for  many 
years  a School  Director,  and  takes  a great  interest  in  all 
matters  pertaining  to  popular  education.  He  was  married, 
in  1859,  to  Miss  llufnagel,  of  Stockbridge,  Massachusetts. 
He  was  elected  to  his  present  high  position  during  his 
term  of  service  as  a member  of  the  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion, and  assumed  the  duties  of  the  post  on  the  1st  day 
of  March,  1873. 

(0/f^AMPTON,  JOHN  HENRY,  Lawyer,  etc.,  son 
of  Hon.  Moses  Hampton,  was  born  at  Union- 
town,  Pennsylvania,  October  25th,  182S.  1 1 is 

father’s  means  being  ample,  he  was  afforded 
peculiar  educational  advantages.  His  prelimi- 
nary studies  were  pursued  at  the  Western  Uni- 
versity of  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  and  in  1S42  he  was 
placed  at  the  West  Alexander  Academy,  where,  under  the 
tuition  of  Dr.  John  McCloskey,  he  was  prepared  for  college. 
In  the  fall  of  1S44,  he  entered  the  Sophomore  class  of 
Washington  College,  and  graduated  from  that  institution 
with  the  highest  honors  in  September,  1S47.  In  the  spring 
of  that  year  he  was  selected  to  deliver  the  original  oration 
in  the  contest  between  the  literary  societies  of  the  college, 
and  succeeded  in  winning  for  his  society  the  honor  which 
for  the  five  preceding  years  it  had  been  unable  to  attain. 
He  began  the  study  of  law  with  Hon.  James  Todd,  in 
Philadelphia,  but,  his  health  failing,  he  returned  to  Pitts- 
burgh, where,  later,  he  resumed  his  studies  under  the  Hon. 
Edwin  II.  Stowe,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  February 
15th,  1851.  He  at  once  engaged  in  practice  with  his 
father,  but  the  connection  was  severed  by  the  elevation  of 
the  latter  to  the  bench.  On  the  completion  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Railroad  to  Pittsburgh,  in  1S52,  he  was  appointed 
Assistant  Solicitor,  and  since  has  almost  exclusively  de- 
voted his  attention  to  the  interests  of  that  great  corporation. 
In  1S57,  upon  the  resignation  of  General  William  A.  Stokes, 
then  Solicitor,  he  was  placed  at  the  head  of  his  department, 
where  he  still  remains.  The  same  year  he  was  also  appointed 
Solicitor  of  the  Pittsburgh,  Fort  Wayne  & Chicago  Rail- 
road, and  upon  the  leasing  of  that  road  to  the  Pennsylvania 
Company  retained  his  position.  From  the  completion  of 
the  Pan  Handle  and  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Railroads 
he  has  been  Solicitor  for  both,  and  he  hold-,  a like  office  in 
the  Pittsburgh,  Cincinnati  & St.  Louis  Railroad  Company. 
In  1S72,  with  his  then  partner,  he  added  the  solieitorship 
of  the  Pittsburgh,  Virginia  & Charleston  Railroad  Com- 
pany to  his  long  list  of  corporation  clients,  and  it  was  sup- 
plemented in  1S74  by  the  Allegheny  Valley  Railroad.  In 
politics,  he  has  through  life  been  an  active,  working  Whig 
and  Republican.  He  was  frequently  a member  of  Stale 
conventions,  and  his  services  were  greatly  in  demand  as  a 
campaign  speaker;  but  of  late  years  his  professional  en- 
gagements have  prevented  him  from  appearing  as  actively 
70 


in  the  political  arena,  though  he  still  continues  warmli  in- 
terested in  and  firmly  attached  to  the  parly  he  has  done  so 
much  to  serve.  He  was  the  piojector  of  the  Allegheny 
County  Law  Library,  and  has  been  il^  President  ever  since 
its  organization.  He  delivered  the  oration,  October  2tst, 
I S73 , on  behalf  of  Washington  College,  at  the  laying  of  the 
corner-stone  of  the  Washington  and  Jefferson  College; 
Hon.  Cyrus  L.  Pershing  one  on  behalf  of  Jefferson  College, 
and  lion.  John  Scott  another.  Mr.  Hampton’s  oration 
was  largely  quoted  by  the  leading  papers  of  the  country  and 
elicited  much  favorable  comment. 


1 LI. ISON,  JOSEPH,  President  Judge  of  the  Courts 
l of  Common  Pleas  and  Oyer  and  Terminer  of  the 
City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  was  born  in 
1S20,  in  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  his  parents 
being  then  residents.of  that  city.  When  in  his 
nineteenth  year  he  began  the  study  of  the  law 
under  John  II.  Adams,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  on 
November  23d,  1S43.  Although  not  the  recipient  of  a 
collegiate  or  classical  education,  he,  in  company  with  such 
men  as  David  Riltenhouse  and  Chancellor  Walworth,  may 
assert  that  he  was  his  own  tutor,  and  graduated  upon  a 
farm.  Taking  into  consideration  the  difficulties  encoun- 
tered by  him  at  the  outset  of  his  professional  career,  his 
efforts  were  soon  crowned  with  success,  and  when  unex- 
pectedly placed  in  nomination  for  a judicial  seat  he  had 
succeeded  in  acquiring  a lucrative  and  widening  practice. 
From  1846  to  1S51  he  was  Solicitor  of  the  District  of 
Spring  Garden.  In  October  of  the  latter  year,  he  was 
nominated  by  the  Know  Nothing  party,  and  was  elected  to 
the  bench  as  Associate  Law  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  of  Philadelphia;  to  this  position  he  was  again  re- 
turned in  October,  1S61.  Subsequently,  he  was  appointed 
by  Governor  Curtin  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the 
death  of  President  Judge  Oswald  Thompson.  In  October, 
lS6b,  he  was  elected  for  a term  of  ten  years  to  the  position 
which  he  at  present  occupies. 


ISIIER,  IION.  ROBERT  J.,  Lawyer  and  Presi- 
dent Judge  of  the  Nineteenth  Judicial  District 
of  Pennsylvania,  was  born  in  Harrisburg,  Penn- 
sylvania, in  May,  1S0S.  1 1 is  father,  George 

Fisher,  also  of  Harrisburg,  was  one  of  the  first 
lawyers  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Dauphin  county, 
was  in  active  practice  there  for  more  than  sixty  years,  and 
during  one  period  of  his  lifetime  practised  in  all  the 
counties  of  the  Stale  from  Lancaster  to  the  New  York  State 
line  on  the  Susquehanna;  noted  for  liis  aversion  to  political 
office-holding,  he  repeatedly  declined  to  accept  public 
positions  of  honor  and  emolument,  and  oil  one  occasion, 
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having  acted  as  Judge  of  Election,  would  not  receive  the 
compensation  due  to  him  for  his  services,  saying  that  he 
“ had  never  taken  a dollar  of  public  money,  nor  would 
take  it”;  he  died  in  the  entire  possession  of  all  his  faculties, 
when  in  his  eighty-seventh  year.  1 1 is  mother,  Ann  (Jones) 
Fisher,  of  Philadelphia,  was  a niece  of  Chief  Justice  Ship- 
pen,  and  a daughter  of  Robert  S.  Jones.  II  is  brother, 
Tohn  Adams  Fisher  (now  deceased),  was  for  many  years 
an  able  practitioner  in  the  Twelfth  Judicial  District,  com- 
posed of  the  counties  of  Dauphin  and  Lebanon,  and  pos- 
sessed a very  extensive  practice  of  the  most  honorable 
nature.  Robert  J.  Fisher  was  educated  at  the  Harrisburg 
Academy,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  engaged  in  a course 
of  legal  studies  under  the  able  guidance  of  his  father.  In 
September,  1S27,  he  entered  the  I.aw  Department  of  Yale 
College,  and  in  the  fall  of  1S28  was  admitted  to  the  bar, 
when,  removing  immediately  to  York,  Pennsylvania,  he 
rapidly  acquired  a large  and  remunerative  practice.  From 
an  early  date  he  has  been  uniformly  identified  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  has  several  times  represented  York 
county  in  State  conventions;  but  be  has  never  been  a 
member  of  any  legislative  body,  declining  on  many  occa- 
sions nominations  for  various  responsible  positions  whose 
attendant  duties  might  have  interfered  with  his  professional 
pursuits.  In  1840,  he  was  a delegate  to  the  National  Con- 
vention at  Baltimore  which  nominated  Martin  Van  Iluren 
for  President;  and  in  1S47  was  appointed  as  one  of  the 
Board  of  Visitors  to  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point; 
he  was  also  on  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  final 
report,  and  the  major  portion  of  that  part  not  relating  to 
military  affairs  was  written  by  him.  In  1S48,  he  was 
placed  on  the  Democratic  electoral  ticket,  but,  Pennsyl- 
vania not  recognizing  General  Cass’s  claims  to  the  Presi- 
dency, he  did  not  secure  an  election.  He  was  first  elected 
to  the  position  of  President  Judge  of  the  Nineteenth  Judicial 
District  in  October,  1851,  was  re-elected  to  that  important 
office  in  1861,  and  was  again  chosen  in  1871  ; on  each  of 
these  occasions  he  received  the  unanimous  nomination 
of  the  York  County  Convention  and  of  the  District  Confer- 
ence. During  the  late  Rebellion,  he  was  an  earnest 
Unionist,  and  in  his  charge  to  the  Grand  Jury  at  the  April 
session  of  1861  strongly  recommended  the  raising  of  troops 
for  the  support  of  the  National  authority,  urging  also  the 
advisability  of  ample  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
families  of  those  who  should  volunteer  to  sustain  the  Gov- 
ernment; in  pursuance  of  this  recommendation,  the  com- 
missioners subsequently  appropriated  a large  sum  of  money, 
which  was  expended  in  accordance  with  his  advice.  I.aler, 
York  was  made  a military  station,  and  while  such  one  of 
its  citizens,  Mr.  Harris,  was  arrested  by  military  authority 
and  imprisoned  in  a guard-house;  application  was  made  to 
Judge  Fisher  for  a writ  of  habeas  corpus,  which  was 
promptly  granted.  The  prisoner,  guarded  by  a file  of  sol- 
diers with  fixed  bayonets,  was  brought  into  the  court  room  ; 
the  counsel  for  the  relator  asked  the  court  to  order  the 


soldiers  to  lay  aside  their  arms;  the  judge  replied  that,  re- 
gardless of  the  military  present,  he  would  discharge  or 
remand  the  relator  as  the  law  required.  I11  this,  one  of  the 
earliest  conflicts  between  the  civil  and  the  military  power, 
he  firmly  sustained  the  majesty  of  the  law,  and  the  relator 
was  discharged.  On  a similar  occasion  he  again  opposed 
a growing  military  despotism,  and  in  a serious  quarrel  be- 
tween the  military  and  civil  authorities  acted  as  a strict  and 
fearless  arbiter.  While  ardently  anxious  for  the  speedy 
overthrow  of  the  Rebellion,  he  was  determined  to  assert 
the  supremacy  of  the  civil  law,  and  in  no  instance  did  he 
experience  a defeat.  Although  strongly  attached  to  the 
principles  of  the  Democratic  party,  he  has,  since  his  acces- 
sion to  the  bench,  retired  from  all  active  participation  in 
local  and  State  politics.  Some  of  his  legal  opinions  have 
been  widely  quoted  in  the  newspapers  and  legal  journals; 
among  them  may  be  cited  Cower' s Appeal,^  Casey,  10; 
Commonwealth  vs.  .-////,  7 Wright,  34;  York  County  vs. 
Da/housan,  9 Weight,  372;  and  Hill  vs.  Myers,  10 
Wright,  15.  He  was  married,  January  28th,  1S36,  to 
Catherine  Jameson,  youngest  daughter  of  Horatio  Gates 
Jameson,  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  Cincinnati  Medical 
College  and  also  in  the  Washington  Medical  College  at 
Baltimore,  Maryland;  she  dying  May  28th,  1850,  he  was 
again  married  in  Norlhbridge,  Massachusetts,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1S54,  to  Mary  Sophia  Cadwell,  who  is  still  living. 


AULKNER,  PETER,  M.  D.,  Physician,  was  born 
at  Milton,  Columbia  county,  Pennsylvania,  Feb- 
ruary 2 1 st,  1794.  lie  springs  from  the  same 
root  as  the  eminent  Charles  J.  Faulkner  of  West 
Virginia,  though  the  connection  between  them  is 
remote.  At  a very  early  age  he  removed  with 
his  parents  to  Steuben  county.  New  York,  and  after  receiv- 
ing a good  English  education,  in  a private  school,  entered 
his  father’s  office  to  study  medicine  when  but  fifteen  years 
old.  His  father,  who  was  a man  of  fine  parts,  a graduate 
of  Princeton  and  a member  of  the  New  York  Legislature, 
enjoyed  a large  practice,  which  enabled  him  to  give  his 
son  great  clinical  advantages,  so  that,  besides  an  unusual  . 
acquaintance  for  his  years  with  the  diagnosis  and  pathology 
of  disease,  the  young  man  had,  before  the  age  of  twenty- 
one,  acquired  a perfect  theoretical  and  practical  knowledge 
of  anatomv,  having  with  the  other  two  students  in  his 
father’s  office  made  seven  entire  dissections,  while  three  is 
about  the  most  students  at  the  medical  colleges  usually 
perform.  To  this  rigid  practical  training  in  anatomy  may 
doubtless  be  ascribed  Dr.  Faulkner’s  great  success  in  opera- 
tive surgery.  So  skilful  was  his  hand,  and  so  rapid,  that 
when  it  became  necessary  in  later  years  to  amputate  tile- 
leg  of  a son  who  refused  to  permit  any  one  else  to  perform 
the  operation,  it  is  related  that,  having  applied  the  tourniquet 
and  given  himself  an  instant  to  command  his  nerves,  he 
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turned,  performed  tlie  operation  and  removed  the  young 
man  from  the  table  in  the  almost  incredibly  short  space  of 
four  minutes  and  a half.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he 
assumed  the  entire  charge  of  his  father’s  connection  for  a 
year,  and  afterwards  proceeded  to  Danville,  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  remained  another  year.  Later,  he  removed  to 
Tioga  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  thence  to  Dauphin  county, 
where  he  practised  four  years  at  the  village  of  Halifax. 
Then  he  stayed  a short  time  at  Erie,  subsequently  settling 
for  twenty-three  years  in  Crawford  county.  In  1844,  he 
removed  to  the  city  of  Erie,  where  he  has  since  lived. 
After  practising  thirty-one  years  on  the  allopathic  system, 
and  acquiring  a reputation  that  gave  significance  to  his 
apostacy,  he  took  up  the  study  of  homoeopathy,  and  after 
testing  it  quietly  for  a year,  with  the  best  results,  renounced 
the  allopathic  treatment  in  a public  letter  to  the  news- 
papers, which  for  a time  drew  down  upon  him  the  severest 
animadversions  of  the  school  he  had  deserted.  But  he  has 
lived  to  see  homoeopathy  respected  and  to  build  up  a suc- 
cessful practice.  Already  past  fourscore  years,  he  lives  in 
the  enjoyment  of  a clear  mind  and  vigorous  health.  Im- 
paired sight,  however,  obliges  him  to  relinquish  surgical 
practice.  He  has  been  thrice  married  and  is  the  father  of 
three  practising  physicians.  In  1815,  he  married  Rebecca 
Merrick,  of  Maryland,  who  lived  but  three  years;  in  1825, 
Jane  Moody,  of  Erie,  who  died  in  1863;  and  later,  Mary 
B.  Taggart,  aLo  of  Erie. 
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AZZAM,  JOSEPH  M.,  Lawyer  and  Financier,  of 
Pittsburgh,  President  of  the  Franklin  Savings 
Fund  and  Safe  Deposit  Company,  was  born  in 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  December  2d,  1842. 
His  grandfather,  William  Gazzam,  was  a promi- 
nent English  journalist  of  the  Liberal  school  in 
the  reign  of  George  III.;  and,  having  earnestly  and  per- 
sistently opposed  the  course  of  treatment  adopted  in  the 
face  of  the  American  colonists,  was  compelled  to  leave 
England,  and  coining  to  this  country  settled  in  Pittsburgh. 
1 1 is  parents  were  Hon.  Edward  D.  Gazzam  and  Elizabeth 
Antoinette  (Bulen)  Gazzam;  the  latter,  married  to  the 
former  in  1835,  was  the  daughter  of  Constantine  Antoine 
Bulen,  the  son  of  Baron  de  Bulen,  who  was  the  first  Min- 
ister from  Austria  to  this  country.  1 1 is  education  was 
acquired  in  the  Western  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
upon  the  completion  of  his  course  of  studies  in  that  insti- 
tution he  read  law  with  Hon.  David  Reed.  January  41I1, 
1S64,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Allegheny  county  courts; 
in  1866,  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsyh  ania ; in  1S67, 
to  the  United  States  Circuit  and  District  Courts;  and  in 
1S70,  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  For 
several  years  lie  represented  the  First  Ward  in  the  City 
Councils,  evincing  marked  energy  and  ability  in  the  faith- 
ful fulfilment  of  his  duties.  He  is  President  of  the 
Franklin  Savings  Fund  and  Safe  Deposit  Company ; also 


President  of  the  United  States,  the  American  and  the  In- 
ternational Building  and  Loan  Associations.  He  is,  more- 
over, the  Director  for  Pennsylvania  of  the  United  States 
Law  Association. 
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OWEN,  FRANKLIN  B.,  Lawyer  and  President 
of  the  Philadelphia  <S:  Reading  Railroad,  was 
born  at  Mount  Airy,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania, 
February  9th,  1S36.  Adopting  the  profession 
of  the  law,  lie  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  his 

Vi> 

native  city  in  May,  1S60,  and  quickly  acquired 
an  extensive  and  lucrative  practice,  which  he  retained 
until  his  acceptance  of  the  Presidency  of  the  Philadelphia 
X Reading  Railroad,  in  1870.  He  was  for  some  time 
District  Attorney  of  Schuylkill  county.  On  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Constitutional  Convention,  in  1S72,  he  was 
elected  as  a Democratic  Delegate  at  Large.  He  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  this  position  with  zeal  and  assiduity, 
and  continued  to  take  part  ably  in  all  the  debates  of  the 
convention  until  May,  1873,  when  he  resigned.  While 
in  the  convention  he  was  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Revision  and  Adjustment,  and  a member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  County,  Township  and  Borough  Officers.  Ilis 
speeches,  delivered  while  in  this  body,  were  vigorous, 
clear  and  to  the  point,  and  were  hardly  excelled  for  their 
effectiveness  by  any  made  on  that  floor.  In  his  capacity 
as  chief  of  one  of  the  most  important  railroads  of  the 
State,  he  has  displayed  great  administrative  ability,  to 
w hich  is  owing,  in  no  small  measure,  the  growing  pros- 
perity of  that  valuable  road. 


ING,  ALEXANDER,  Merchant,  was  born  in 
Milford,  Donegal  county,  Ireland,  in  1S16. 
Attending  various  local  private  schools  until 
seventeen  years  of  age,  he  left  his  home,  and 
about  the  year  1S36  came  to  the  United  States. 
Landing  in  Baltimore,  he  got  a situation  as  a 
clerk  in  a grocery  house,  remaining  for  three  years,  lie 
then  moved  to  Pittsburgh,  where  he  joined  his  brother, 
Robert  11.  King,  a merchant  grocer.  In  two  years  he 
entered  into  partnership  with  John  Watts,  a resident  of  the 
town,  under  the  firm-name  of  Watts  & King,  and  they 
traded  as  general  grocers.  This  connection  lasted  for 
three  years,  when,  upon  the  dissolution  of  the  firm,  he 
prosecuted  the  business  alone,  meeting  with  great  success. 
In  1845,  he  introduced  soda-ash  into  this  country,  and 
subsequently  furnished  it  in  large  quantities  to  various 
manufacturers  of  glass;  that  article  he  imported  from 
England,  and,  by  the  exercise  of  energy  and  shrewdness 
combined,  secured  large  returns  for  his  outlay.  A few 
years  later,  he  conceived  the  idea  of  manufacturing  soda- 
ash,  and  established  for  that  purpose  an  extensive  factory 
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in  Birniinghrun,  Pittsburgh,  associating  with  liiin,  as  part- 
ner, Thomas  Graham,  under  the  firm-name  of  King  & 
Graham.  That  enterprise,  however,  was  not  successful, 
as  the  article  could  not  he  produced  here  to  sell  with  fair 
profit  beside  the  imported  ash,  and  the  business  was 
abandoned.  Since  this  time,  the  partners  have  continued 
the  importing  of  soda-ash,  and  their  efforts  have  resulted 
prosperously.  Although  disinclined  to  take  an  active  part 
in  political  movements,  A.  King  is  warmly  interested  in 
the  welfare  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  supports  its 
measures  and  nominations.  lie  is  one  of  the  Trustees 
of  the  Gas  Works,  and  is  the  largest  holder  in  the'  Port 
Pitt  Bank  Company.  lie  has  been  twice  married. 


FIGES,  PROFESSOR  S.  B.,  Scholar,  Scientist, 
etc.,  was  horn  at  Dillsbury,  Pennsylvania,  Feb- 
ruary 16th,  i S3 7 . In  the  local  school  he  was 
scholar  and  teacher,  until  his  sixteenth  year, 
when  he  was  placed  in  full  charge  of  a school 
in  Perry  county.  In  1S54,  the  first  year  of  the 
County  Superintendency  in  Pennsylvania,  he  became  a 
teacher  in  Cumberland  county;  and  the  next  year  was 
assigned,  as  Principal,  to  an  academy  previously  presided 
over  by  the  superintendent  of  that  county.  During  several 
years,  he  spent  the  summer  seasons  at  the  Cumberland 
Valley  Institute,  Mcchanicsburg,  then  in  a highly  nourish- 
ing condition,  and  for  a few  sessions  was  there  engaged  in 
the  capacity  of  tutor,  availing  himself,  meanwhile,  of  the 
opportunity  to  pursue  a course  of  instruction  in  natural 
sciences,  under  the  able  tuition  of  Professor  Dornbough. 
lie  was  next  chosen  Professor  of  Mathematics  in  the  Cum- 
berland County  Normal  School,  and  occupied  that  chair 
during  three  sessions.  In  1 861 , he  removed  to  York,  and 
organized  a very  nourishing  school  at  Cottage  llill  College, 
where  he  remained  until  commissioned  Superintendent  of 
the  Schools  of  York  county,  June  4th,  1863,  to  which 
position,  three  years  subsequently,  he  was  unanimously 
re-elected.  After  retiring  he  filled  the  chair  of  Professor 
of  Mathematics  and  Natural  Sciences  in  the  York  County 
Academy  for  three  years,  and  for  twelve  months  held  the 
same  post  in  the  High  School  of  York.  On  the  com- 
pletion of  the  York  Collegiate  Institute,  the  Professorship 
of  the  same  branches  was  tendered  to,  and  accepted  by 
him;  but  the  labor  of  both  departments,  in  so  extensive 
an  establishment,  proving  too  exacting,  lie,  at  the  close  of 
the  first  year,  resigned  the  Professorship  of  Mathematics, 
retaining  the  chair  of  Natural  Sciences,  which  he  still  ably 
fills.  Much  of  his  leisure  time  has  been  devoted  to  i 
vesligations  in  vegetable  and  animal  physiology,  and  his 
wide-spread  reputation  for  deep  learning  in  those  branch 
has  naturally  brought  him  into  prominence  among  the 
circles  interested  therein.  As  a member  of  numerous 
agricultural  and  horticultural  societies,  his  opinion 


sought,  his  views  adopted,  and  his  word  as  an  authority 
unquestioned,  lie  served  for  several  years  as  Correspond- 
ing Secretary  of  the  York  County  Agricultural  Society 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  is  at  present  the  President  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Fruit-Growers’  Society.  He  has  been  fre- 
quently called  upon  to  deliver  lectures  before  Teachers’ 
Conventions,  in  various  sections  of  the  State,  and  has  held 
the  position  of  Vice-President  of  the  Teachers’  Associa- 
tion of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  By  numerous  scientific 
and  literary  societies  of  colleges  and  State  normal  schools, 
he  has  been  elected  and  enrolled  in  honorary  membership. 


/ WROWN,  DAVID  PAUL,  Lawyer,  was  born  in 
Philadelphia,  September  aStli,  1 795.  1 1 is  an- 

cestors, w ho  belonged  to  the  Society  of  Friends, 
came  from  England  with  Lord  Berkley,  upon 
the  first  settlement  of  New  Jersey,  and  resided 
at  Berkley,  in  Gloucester  county.  Ilis  father, 
Paul  Brown,  born  in  1767,  settled  in  Philadelphia  in  1790, 
and  there  was  married  to  Rhoda  Thackara,  a native  of 
Salem.  He  was  the  only  offspring  of  this  union,  and  until 
1S10,  the  date  of  his  mother’s  decease,  was  educated  under 
the  instruction  of  private  tutors;  he  was  then  sent  to 
Massachusetts,  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Daggett,  with  whom  he 
completed  a term  of  classical  studies,  ultimately  graduating 
with  the  highest  honors.  While  in  his  seventeenth  year, 
at  the  suggestion  of  his  father,  he  began  to  study  under 
Dr.  Benjamin  Rush.  Later,  after  the  death  of  his  precep- 
tor, he  took  up  legal  studies  under  William  Rawle ; and, 
in  September,  1816,  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  Dis- 
trict Court  and  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  Philadelphia; 
and,  soon  after,  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State,  and  in 
the  District,  Circuit,  and  Supreme  Courts  of  the  United 
States.  In  1819,  he  was  appointed  by  the  Washington 
Benevolent  Society,  Orator,  to  deliver  the  annual  discourse 
upon  the  birthday  of  President  Washington.  In  1S24,  he 
was  engaged  by  the  lion.  Robert  Porter,  President  Judge 
of  the  Common  Pleas,  in  his  defence  upon  an  impeachment 
before  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania;  in  1832,  in  the  cele- 
brated case  of  Mrs.  Chapman,  charged  with  the  murder 
of  her  husband;  and,  on  February  22d,  1S33,  delivered 
the  address  in  the  Washington  Square,  upon  the  occasion 
of  laying  the  corner-stone  for  the  monument  erected  to 
the  memory  of  General  Washington.  In  the  memorable 
case  of  William  Holmes,  tried  for  the  murder  of  Francis 
Askin,  lie  was  of  counsel,  and  his  speech  delivered  on 
that  occasion  excited  great  admiration  and  much  comment 
throughout  the  State.  He  was  engaged  also  in  the  case 
of  Farkin,  tried  for  murder  in  Philadelphia;  and  in  that 
of  Morgan  llinclnnan,  tried  in  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  March,  1844;  his  able  management  of 
both  winning  him  fresh  laurels.  Constantly  occupied  in 
his  profession,  he  carried  to  successful  terminations  many 
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• crises  of  the  most  important  and  delicate  nature.  As  an 
author,  he  is  widely  known  as  the  writer  of  The  Forum ; 
S.rtorius,  or  The  Roman  Patriot , a tragedy;  The  'Trial , 
and  a farce  called  Love  ami  Honor.  He  was  married, 
December  24th,  1S26,  to  Emmeline  Catharine  Handy, 
daughter  of  Sewell  Handy,  of  the  United  States  Navy, 
and  granddaughter  of  James  Hutchins,  of  the  Eastern 
Shore  of  Maryland.  He  died  in  Philadelphia. 


rfrjQ  T R A N A 1 1 A N , PERRY  G.,  Farmer  and  Real 
Lt/Ti  Estate  Operator,  was  born  at  Columbia,  Her- 
kimer county,  New  York,  July  12th,  1S20.  He 
is  the  son  of  Gibson  J.  Deverdorf,  a farmer. 
Educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Herkimer 
county,  he,  in  1841,  commenced  clerking  in  dry 
goods  at  Erie,  and,  for  four  years,  taught  country  school 
in  Erie  and  Warren  counties  during  the  winters,  and 
clerked  during  the  summer.  Then  he  went  to  farming  in 
Erie  county,  which  lie  still  continues.  In  1S5S,  he  re- 
moved to  Union  City,  then  a country  “ four  corners,”  and 
purchased  the  well-known  Miles’  estate,  laid  it  out  in  town 
lots,  built  houses,  encouraged  enterprises,  etc.,  till  now, 
the  town,  with  its  3000  population,  its  railroad  connections, 
banks,  shops,  business  blocks,,  is  a monument  to  the  in- 
dustry, liberality,  public  spirit,  and  success  of  ils  founder, 
lie  established  the  Casement  Savings  Bank  at  Union  City, 
and  is  its  President.  He  has  been  the  Democratic  candi- 
date for  Assembly,  but  his  party  being  in  the  minority  in 
the  county  he  was  not  elected.  He  has  been  Jury  Com- 
missioner. On  December  26th,  1S43,  he  was  married  to 
Louisa  M.  Webber,  of  Columbus,  Warren  county,  and  has 
four  daughters,  one  of  whom  married  a third  cousin,  E.  G. 
Slranahan,  and  lives  at  Union.  He  is  one  of  those  men 
who,  in  an  eminent  degree,  may  be  called  “self-made.” 
With  no  outfit  except  habits  of  industry  and  thrift,  the 
only  legacy  left  him  by  his  father,  he  has  become  the  pos- 
sessor of  a large  property  and  the  builder  of  a prosperous 
town.  Of  genial  manners,  fine  business  talents,  and  great 
personal  popularity,  he  has  acquired  large  influence,  and 
has  made  his  mark  in  the  county  of  Erie.  As  long  as 
Union  City  remains,  his  activity  in  its  settlement  will  he 
remembered. 
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EIDELMAN,  WILLIAM,  Lawyer,  Soldier,  Edi- 
tor, and  Politician,  was  born  in  Northampton 
county,  Pennsylvania,  January  17th,  1S40.  lie 
received  a thorough  English  and  classical  edu- 
cition  at  the  New  York  Conference  Seminary, 
and  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  a short  course  of 
study  at  the  Troy  University.  Having  determined  upon 
adopting  the  legal  profession  he  pursued  his  studies  to  that 
end,  from  1S60  to  1S62,  in  which  year  lie  graduated  from  1 


the  law  department  of  the  University  of  Albany.  Then 
he  enlisted  in  the  service  of  his  country,  and  was  appointed 
Second  Lieutenant  in  one  of  the  companies  of  the  153d 
Regiment  of  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  which  was  attached 
to  the  Eleventh  Corps  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  lie 
followed  the  fortunes  of  this  regiment  for  ten  months,  par- 
ticipating during  that  time  in  the  battles  of  Chancellorsville 
and  Gettysburg,  as  well  as  other  engagements,  and  proving 
himself  a gallant  soldier  and  efficient  officer.  He  was 
honorably  mustered  out  of  the  United  Stales  service  in 
August,  1863,  and  was  admitted  to  practice  at  the  bar,  in 
Pennsylvania,  in  November  of  the  same  year.  After  pass- 
ing over  two  years  in  a law  office  in  New  York  city,  he 
returned  to  his  native  county,  and  soon  received  the  ap- 
pointment of  Deputy  Sheriff,  holding  it  until  1S67.  For 
a short  time  he  occupied  the  editorial  chair  of  the  jYoi  th- 
ampton  Democrat , and  exhibited  marked  journalistic 
ability.  In  1869,  he  resumed  the  practice  of  law,  and 
devoting  his  entire  time  and  attention  to  its  details  quickly 
acquired  not  only  a large  and  lucrative  connection,  but 
political  prominence  which,  in  1S7 1 , resulted  in  his  elec- 
tion to  the  office  of  District  Attorney  of  Northampton 
county,  for  the  term  of  three  years. 


AJl3 

j^aLeise,  captain  FRANK,  I 

£ / 1 i Lawyer,  etc.,  I’rolhonotary  c 
' 1 1 I York  county,  Pennsylvania,  w; 

township,  in  that  county,  Ma 
father,  George  Geise,  and  1 
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Merchant,  Soldier, 
of  the  Courts  of 
as  born  in  Paradise 
May  2 2d,  1S37.  I lis 
father,  George  Geise,  and  mother,  Elizabeth 
(Riley),  were  also  both  natives  of  the  same 
county.  Receiving  his  education  at  the  York  County 
Academy  and  the  Cumberland  Valley  Institute,  at  Me- 
chanicsburg,  Pennsylvania,  when  about  eighteen,  he  re- 
turned to  York  county,  and  for  two  years  engaged  in 
teaching  school.  He  then  removed  to  Baltimore  and 

remained  in  mercantile  life  until  1S61,  when  he  entered 

* 

as  a private  the  87th  Regiment  of  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers, and  served  with  that  organization  for  two  and  a half 
years,  earning  his  promotions  and  gaining  the  position, 
upon  the  non-commissioned  stall,  of  Sergeant-Major.  He 
obtained  his  discharge  from  that  regiment  in  order  to 
accept  a commission  as  Second  Lieutenant  in  the  33d 
United  States  Colored  Troops,  and  joined  his  new  com- 
mand at  Camp  William  Penn,  Philadelphia,  being  stationed 
there  for  about  six  months,  serving  upon  the  garrison  staff. 
Leaving  Philadelphia  for  active  duty  in  the  field,  he  was 
intercepted  by  an  order  detailing  him  as  Provo  t Marshal 
at  Hilton  Head  and  Charleston,  South  Carolina.  In  this 
trying  position,  and  as  Assistant  Provost  Marshal  General 
of  the  Department  of  the  South,  he  served  under  the 
administrations  of  Generals  Foster,  Gilmore,  and  Sickles, 
until  his  muster  out  of  service,  in  1S65,  being,  in  the 
meantime,  promoted  to  First  Lieutenant,  and  transferred 


.^-lii-  WJ]  - ■ > 1 ■ 


■I!  ' ! •1(1,1  in  ■ " (ii  : vjil  ■;  ” ,,  if,  ! , ■ 1 , 

jnvt  ■ > . ••  ■ 

, i.if:  h Ji.-nJJ  .fijH.lu  *-j  . W-  »m!  I'ttl.  I (.;•«  )(>  .»•««•>» 

. .n  ii  -ji1  .io)  . A'i  1 y 1’im.)  • -i  u , r.  ; in  mi! 


C»i>  !i  Ilf)  I A./  III.)  .7  llllli  ,!!■  'hr. 

I l,i  .M.lf.j  ' ,|  lo  1,1  • • ' III!  i Ir-I  : 1 'll,  >v  f!'.,;  ,7  •!)  : <-h‘  l <0  :*"•«  • 


-»i  ’ 1 1;  !■'  MI  Jff  ' {1  * M J 1'  I > J 1"  •'«»»> 

it  ■,,•,•■  in,  :•  ,..'i  pi  ij  . V’  ■„  <i>  t 

. , I I.  < , I 1 ■ ! i n:.  ■ -ii'Imi  ill  t : jrj  ill.  'I  i-'  ' ■'•,  ; if',  J l ..  T’i"i  ■f,),' 


6;o 


BIOGRAPHICAL  ENCYCLOPAEDIA. 


to  tlie  54th  United  States  Veteran  Volunteers.  He  was 
also  subsequently  recommended  for  promotion  to  a cap- 
taincy, but  never  was  mustered  in  that  rank,  his  term  of 
service  having  expired.  After  leaving  the  United  States 
Army  he  was  appointed  to  a clerkship  in  the  Interior 
Department,  Washington,  and  while  thus  employed  attended 
law  lectures  at  Columbia  College,  graduated  therefrom 
in  1869,  and  w as  admitted  to  practice  in  the  courts  of  the 
District  of  Columbia.  Returning  to  York  in  the  same  year, 
he  met  witli  much  success  at  the  bar  until  1S72,  when  he 
was  elected  to  the  position  of  Prolhonotary  for  the  county. 

J.  . VAIRD,  HON.  THOMAS  II.,  was  born  in  Wash- 
I / ington,  Pennsylvania,  November  15th,  1787. 
'll  His  grandfather,  Major  John  Baird,  an  officer  in 
k/V'  the  British  army,  served  under  General  Brad- 
d Up  dock  ; was  present  at  the  defeat  of  that  brave  but 
v unfortunate  soldier,  July  9th,  1755;  and  was 

afterwards  engaged  under  General  Forbes  in  the  expedition 
of  175S,  against  Fort  Duquesne,  losing  his  life  in  the 
ambush  that  resulted  in  the  capture  of  General  Grant  and 
the  defeat  of  his  enterprise.  Major  Baird’s  son,  Dr.  Ab- 
salom Baird,  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  probably;  was  a 
Surgeon  in  the  Continental  Army  during  the  Revolution, 
enjoying  the  intimate  friendship  of  many  of  its  most  dis- 
tinguished officers  ; afterwards  practised  his  profession  for 
some  years  at  Kennett  Square,  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
married  Susan  Brown  ; and  removed  subsequently  to  Wash- 
ington, Pennsylvania,  where  he  attained  the  distinction  of 
being  the  most  able  physician  and  surgeon  of  his  time  in 
western  Pennsylvania.  He  was  eminent  also  for  his  classi- 
cal, scientific  and  literary  attainments,  his  early  education 
having  been  pursued  at  the  famous  Log  College  on  the 
Neshamony,  in  Bucks  county,  Pennsylvania.  At  the  time 
of  Dr.  Baird’s  death,  his  son  Thomas,  then  about  eighteen 
years  of  age,  was  a student  in  the  classical  school  of  David 
Johnston,  in  Brooke  county,  Virginia.  The  embarrassed 
condition  of  his  father’s  estate  compelled  him  to  leave 
school,  and  he  commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of 
Joseph  Pentecost,  at  Washington,  where  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  March,  1S08,  before  completing  his  twenty-first 
year.  His  success  in  the  rapid  attainment  of  a large  and 
remunerative  practice  was  remarkable  at  a bar  which 
boasted  such  practitioners  as  James  Ross,  Henry  Baldwin, 
Parker  Campbell,  Philip  Dodridge  and  other  eminent 
lawyers  of  that  day.  In  October,  1S1S,  he  was  appointed, 
by  Governor  Findlay,  President  Judge  of  the  newly  formed 
District  (the  Fourteenth)  composed  of  the  counties  of 
Washington,  Fayette,  Greene  and  Somerset — the  last  was 
taken  oil"  in  1824  to  form  part  of  the  Sixteenth  District.  In 
December,  1S37,  he  resigned  his  seat  on  the  bench,  which 
he  had  filled  with  great  honor  and  rare  ability  for  more 
than  nineteen  years.  Upon  resigning  his  judgeship  he 


removed  to  Pittsburgh  and  resumed  the  practice  of  the  law, 
being  admitted  to  the  bar  of  that  city  January  2d,  1S3S. 
After  ten  or  twelve  years  of  continuous  professional  labors 
he  withdrew  from  active  life  to  the  retirement  of  his  farm, 
near  Monongahela  City,  Washington  county,  Pennsylvania. 
He  did  not,  however,  lose  his  interest  in  public  affairs,  and 
was  a frequent  contributor  to  the  newspapers  upon  the 
topics  that  were  from  time  to  time  agitating  the  public  mind. 
In  1S54,  he  was  the  candidate  of  the  Native  American 
party  for  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Judge  Black,  the 
Democratic  nominee,  being  his  successful  competitor.  As 
a profound,  discriminating,  acute  and  ready  lawyer,  Judge 
Baird  had  few  equals  in  the  State,  and  probably  no  supe- 
rior. 1 1 is  opinions  when  on  the  bench  always  commanded 
the  high  respect  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  the  reversal  of 
any  of  his  decisions  was  extremely  rare.  In  his  judicial 
career  perhaps  the  most  prominent  event  was  his  striking 
from  the  roll  of  the  Fayette  county  bar,  in  1835,  a majority 
of  the  attorneys.  This  led  to  his  impeachment  before  the 
Legislature,  by  which  tribunal  he  was,  upon  trial,  honorably 
acquitted.  The  case  will  be  found  in  the  fifth  volume  of 
Razu/e's  Reports,  and  the  whole  correspondence  and  pro- 
ceedings are  detailed  in  Hazard's  Register  of  Pennsylvania, 
vol.  xv,  pp.  1 13,  245.  When  practising  as  an  attorney,  it 
seemed  impossible  for  the  most  acute  practitioner  to  catch 
him  unawares.  So  thorough  and  extensive  had  been  his 
reading,  so  retentive  was  his  memory  and  so  quick  was  his 
reasoning  faculty,  that  his  conclusions  appeared  to  come 
like  intuitions,  and  were  almost  invariably  correct.  Among 
the  most  able  and  searching  productions  of  the  Presidential 
campaign  of  iSay-’aS  was  a pamphlet  address  from  a 
county  meeting  to  the  people  of  Washington  county,  against 
Jackson,  written  by  him.  A11  argument  from  his  pen  against 
Sabbath  Mails  and  Sabbath  Desecration  in  General  was 
published  in  pamphlet  form  and  widely  circulated.  1 1 is 
charges  to  the  Grand  Jury  were  frequently  published.  1 1 is 
series  of  papers  on  the  slavery  question,  over  the  signature 
“Alethes,”  in  the  Pittsburgh  Commercial  Journal,  in  1851, 
attracted  much  attention  on  account  of  their  marked  ability. 
As  a friend  of  internal  improvements  and  commercial  enter- 
prise he  was  among  the  foremost  men  of  his  time,  if  not 
occasionally  in  advance  of  his  time.  As  one  of  the  original 
suggesters  and  active  promoters  of  the  National  Road,  of 
the  Monongahela  Navigation  Improvement,  of  the  modern 
method  of  coal  transportation  by  tow-boats  and  barges,  of 
the  construction  of  the  Chartiers’  Valley  Railroad — the  first 
survey  for  which  was  made  largely,  if  not  entirely,  at  his 
expense — as  President  of  a bank  and  builder  of  a mill  in 
his  native  town,  and  in  numerous  other  ways,  he  gave  con- 
stant evidence  of  his  active  and  enlightened  public  spirit. 
Though  deprived  of  the  advantages  of  a thorough  academi- 
cal course  of  instruction  in  early  life,  his  thirst  for  know  l- 
edge and  his  facility  in  its  acquisition  soon  carried  him  far 
in  advance  of  the  great  majority  of  those  who  have  com- 
pleted the  ordinary  college  curriculum.  1 1 is  attainments 
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in  classical  learning  were  of  a high  order;  philological 
studies  were  to  him  a virtual  recreation;  and  the  reading 
of  the  Scriptures  in  the  original  tongues  was  with  him  a 
life  long  liahit  and  one  of  his  greatest  enjoyments.  One  of 
the  occupations  of  his  later  yeats  was  rendering  the  Psalms 
of  David  from  the  original  Hebrew  into  a metrical  English 
version,  and  he  advanced  as  far  as  the  Forty-second  Psalm. 
In  history  and  general  literature  his  reading  was  unusually 
extensive  ; his  power  of  memory  was  remarkable,  and  his 
taste  highly  cultivated.  In  person  he  was  tall,  slender  and 
slightly  stooped — always  appearing  to  be  in  a deep  study, 
with  his  eyes  fixed  on  the  ground.  On  this  account,  when 
walking  on  the  street,  he  seemed  to  be  unsocial.  But  on 
meeting  friends  and  acquaintances  he  was  free,  easy  and 
communicative,  possessing  a fund  of  information  which  he 
freely  imparted  to  others.  1 1 is  friends  were  glad  to  visit 
him  and  enjoy  his  conversation,  because  of  his  fine  literary 
tastes  and  Ids  large  attainments  in  every  branch  of  knowl- 
edge. 1 1 is  sense  of  right  and  wrong  was  very  acute,  and 
as  a judge  his  sole  object  was  the  administration  of  justice, 
lie  was  somewhat  impulsive  and  irascible,  which  betrayed 
him  sometimes  into  speaking  unadvisedly.  But  when  on 
reflection  he  saw  his  error,  no  man  was  more  ready  to  make 
amends.  Being  conscious  of  uprightness  in  all  his  conduct, 
he  never  shunned — nay,  even  courted — the  most  rigid 
scrutiny.  Ilis  bitterest  enemies  at  the  bar  accorded  to  him 
integrity  and  honesty  of  purpose  and  an  anxious  desire  to  do 
right.  He  possessed  a remarkably  kind  disposition  and 
was  liberal  even  to  a fault.  Ilis  latest  professional  act  was 
the  prosecution  before  the  Court  of  Claims  at  Washington 
of  a claim  for  compensation  for  the  services  rendered  by  his 
father,  Dr.  Baird,  during  the  Revolutionary  War.  For  the 
manner  in  which  he  conducted  this  case,  and  for  his  lucid 
and  forcible  argument,  he  was  highly  complimented  at  the 
time  by  many  of  the  distinguished  lawyers  then  in  Wash- 
ington. A decision  in  his  favor  was  rendered  hy  the  court, 
and  he  was  immediately  and  urgently  solicited  by  a number 
of  similar  claimants  to  conduct  their  cases  for  them,  but  his 
impaired  health  compelled  him  to  decline.  He  was 
endowed  by  nature  with  rare  intellectual  gifts,  and  dis- 
tinguished for  his  profound  legal  attainments,  his  diversified 
and  highly  cultivated  literary  taste,  his  kindness  of  heart 
and  his  spotless  integrity.  But  his  crowning  grace  was  a 
deep,  yet  simple,  and  unaffected  piety,  marked  hy  rare 
humility,  tender  conscientiousness  and  childlike  faith.  For 
some  years  preceding  his  death  he  was  a great  sufferer,  but 
endured  the  severest  pain  with  a patience  that  was  truly 
remarkable  in  one  of  his  nervous  temperament.  Ilis  last 
illness,  however,  was  brief;  but  the  summons,  though  sud- 
den, came  to  one  who  had  long  been  waiting  for  its  coming, 
and  almost  his  last  whispered  utterance  was  the  expression 
of  his  trust  in  a present  Saviour.  He  died  at  the  residence 
of  his  son-in-law,  Charles  McKnight,  in  Allegheny  City, 
November  22d,  1 866,  having  completed  his  seventy-ninth 
year  sewn  days  before;  and  his  remains  were  interred, 


(>3 1 

November  25th,  in  the  cemetery  at  Washington,  Pennsylva- 
nia, whither  they  were  followed  by  a large  concourse  of 
those  in  the  midst  of  whom  he  had  spent  his  most  active 
years,  and  by  whom  he  had  been  so  long  revered  and  loved. 


UIDEKOPER,  GENERAL  HENRY  S.,  Soldier 
and  Manufacturer,  was  born  in  Meadville,  Penn- 
sylvania, July  17th,  1S39.  Ilis  parents  were 
both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  his  mother  being 
u the  daughter  of  Judge  Shipman,  from  Lancaster 

county,  and  his  father,  born  in  Meadville,  coming 
of  ancestry  originally  front  Amsterdam,  Holland.  They 
were  fully  able  to  afford  him  the  means  of  obtaining  a 
thorough  education,  and  after  completing  his  preliminary 
studies  in  the  schools  of  the  neighborhood  he  entered 
Harvard  College,  at  Cambridge,  in  1S58,  and  graduated 
from  that  institution  with  honor  in  the  year  1862.  The 
South  was  then  in  rebellion  against  the  National  Govern- 
ment, and  with  the  patriotism  that  seems  to  have  been  a 
marked  family  characteristic  he  immediately  entered  the 
army  in  support  of  the  Union.  He  enlisted  on  August 
28th,  1862,  and  was  mustered  in  at  Harrisburg,  as  Captain 
of  Company  K,  in  the  150th  Regiment  of  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers.  Almost  immediately  he  was  selected  for  the 
position  of  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  served  so  efficiently 
that  upon  the  occurrence  of  a vacancy  he  was  immediate!)' 
promoted  to  a full  Colonelcy.  He  proved  his  gallantry  and 
ability  to  command  on  numerous  well-fought  fields,  among 
others  in  the  battles  of  Pollock’s  Mill,  Chancellorsville  and 
Gettysburg  ; at  the  latter  place  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lose 
his  right  arm,  and  his  empty  sleeve,  as  well  as  history,  hear 
testimony  to  the  fact  that  he  was  no  holiday  soldier.  At 
Gettysburg,  too,  while  in  hospital,  he  was  captured  and 
held  for  a short  time  as  a prisoner  of  war.  The  autumn 
succeeding  that  of  1S63,  unfit  for  field  duty,  but  still  desiring 
to  serve  his  country  in  some  capacity  during  its  need,  he 
applied  for  assignment  to  duly.  The  estimation  in  which 
his  ability  was  held  by  the  highest  authority  in  the  land  is 
evidenced  in  the  following  note: 

VnjUTANT- -General  United  Statics  Army: 

Please  grant  such  requests  as  Colonel  Iluidekoper  may 
make.  Yours  truly,  A.  Lincoln. 


lie  was  finally  compelled  to  resign  by  reason  of  prostra- 
tion consequent  upon  his  wounds,  and  he  was  honorably 
discharged  from  the  United  States  service  on  March  6th, 
1S64.  On  his  return  to  his  home  in  Meadville,  and  after 
his  restoration  to  health,  his  active  habits  would  not  permit 
him  to  be  content  with  a life  of  inactivity.  He  engaged 
with  two  brothers  under  the  firm-title  of  II.  S.  A F.  \Y. 
Iluidekoper,  in  the  erection  of  a factory  for  the  production 
of  woollen  goods.  The  enterprise  has  proved  most  suc- 
cessful, the  establishment  now  furnishing  employment  for 


' ; . tl  '.'i  ftii'.fij  y;  uli  t , 


) i"  . !io<  v 1 1 m it 


lie!  , H <■>.  It  .•  li'i'i;  i:  i : | ,.li  i 1.1 

• yi  i Jim  i / U '{  e’u.  i.  'ii  n 
! aii  «•  ■ • -Jr:.  . •>  •>.  <i  ho  .il  .rm  • 

• i i i n j I h ,n*»  • . •:  m { il' 

' ' 1 . I J » • ! i III  I ' I ’ ■ 

V 1 'it? 

».  1 .t  , i I , iMtil'p  • *>•<  i iw  » nil 

. 

;■  r.  ■!'  • . i )/.  'tit''  . .v.i  ‘ - !> 

• \ ' y,  I « > ' livi’il  ,i.i  ■ 


632 


BIOGRAPHICAL  E-NCYCLOP/EDIA. 


seventy-five  hands  and  shipping  to  the  New  York  market 
goods  to  the  amount  of  £200,000  per  annum.  Governor 
Geary,  fully  appreciating  the  military  character  of  Colonel 
Iluidekoper,  appointed  him  in  1S71  to  the  command  of  the 
Twentieth  Division  of  the  Pennsylvania  National  Guard, 
and  in  1S74  he  was  placed,  as  Acting  Major-General,  in 
charge  of  the  Seventh  Division  National  Guard  of  Penn- 
sylvania. Since  his  return  from  the  army  he  has  held 
entirely  aloof  from  active  participation  in  political  move- 
ments, though  frequently  solicited  to  accept  public  position, 
lie  was  married,  in  1S64,  to  Emma  G.,  daughter  of  I.  \Y. 
Evans,  of  Philadelphia. 
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VTTERSON,  I10N.  T.  II.  BAIRD,  Lawyer,  was 


horn  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  May  Glh,  1S44. 
1 1 is  parents  were  Joseph  N.  Patterson  and  Mary 
(Baird)  Patterson,  daughter  of  the  late  lion.  T. 
II.  Baird.  He  is  a descendant  of  Revs.  Joseph 
and  Robert  Patterson,  the  pioneers  of  the  Bible 
Society  and  book  publishing  interests  of  western  Pennsyl- 
vania. After  completing  the  usual  course  of  studies  pur- 
sued in  Jefferson  College,  Cannonsburg,  Pennsylvania,  he 
graduated  from  that  institution  in  1S64.  He  then  began 
the  study  of  law  with  his  grandfather.  Judge  Baird,  and 
George  Shives,  Jr.,  of  Pittsburgh,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  of  Allegheny  county  September  7th,  1S67.  Engaging 
in  practice  in  the  above  mentioned  city,  he  rapidly  acquired 
an  extensive  and  remunerative  clientage,  which,  since  that 
lime,  has  monopolized  the  major  portion  of  his  time  and 
attention.  During  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  lie  served  as 
a private  soldier  in  the  204th  Regiment  of  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  and  was  favorably  noticed  for  his  zeal  and 
efficiency,  lie  was  elected  from  the  Twenty-third  Sena- 
torial District  to  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1S72- 
’73,  and  served  ably  as  a member  of  the  Committees  on 
Legislation,  and  Railroads  and  Canals ; it  is  a noteworthy 
fact  that,  although  one  of  the  youngest  members  of  this 
convention,  he  was  also  one  of  the  most  active  and  influ- 
ential, and  participated  with  unusual  earnestness  and  capa- 
bility in  all  measures  of  an  important  character. 


ARVEY,  IION.  EDWARD,  Lawyer,  was  born, 
January  17th,  1S44,  in  Doyleslown,  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  his  father,  George  F.  Harvey, 
M.  D.,  was  a leading  physician.  1 1 is  early 
education  was  acquired  in  the  private  school 
presided  over  by  Rev.  S.  M.  Ilamiel,  of  Law- 
rcneeville,  New  Jersey.  After  due  preparation  he  entered 
the  College  of  New  Jersey,  in  1S60,  and  graduated  there- 
from in  1S64.  Subsequently,  he  entered  upon  a course 
of  legal  studies  under  the  guidance  of  IIon.GeorgeI.ee, 
of  Doyleslown,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  September, 


1S65.  Commencing  the  active  practice  of  his  profession  in 
Allentown,  Lehigh  county,  in  1866,  his  well-directed  efforts 
were  soon  crowned  with  the  success  which  they  merited. 
Entering  early  into  the  political  arena,  he  has  participated 
prominently  in  all  the  prevalent  cotemporary  movements 
and  struggles  of  the  old  Democracy  in  his  native  State,  and 
has  been  noted  as  a vigorous  and  talented  leader.  Pro- 
fessionally, he  is  a shrewd  and  learned  practitioner,  and 
while  arguing  before  the  court  and  jury  his  concise  and 
logical  reasoning  is  used  with  marked  effect.  In  1872,  he 
was  elected  a member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention, 
and  while  acting  in  that  capacity  served  on  the  Committees 
on  Private  Corporations,  Foreign  and  Domestic,  other  than 
Railroads,  Canals,  and  Religious  and  Charitable  Corpora- 
tions and  Societies. 

Jp/A  ROOKS,  EDWARD,  Principal  of  the  Stale  Nor- 
I - mal  School,  M illersville,  Pennsylvania,  was  born 
in  the  year  1831,  at  Stony  Point,  New  York. 
II  is  father,  John  J.  Brooks,  a mechanic,  and  his 
mother,  Caroline  A.  (Rose),  were  both  natives 
of  the  same  place.  1 1 is  educational  advantages 
were  fair,  and  he  profited  by  them  to  the  utmost,  complet- 
ing his  scholastic  learning  at  the  Liberty  Normal  School 
of  New  York.  He  adopted  teaching  as  his  profession 
when  but  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  in  it  has  expended  the 
energies  of  his  life,  seeking  by  every  means  to  promote  the 
advancement  of  educational  systems.  He  has  held  the 
position  of  Professor  of  Mathematics  in  the  University  of 
Northern  Pennsylvania;  is  favorably  known  as  a lecturer 
at  teachers’  institutes;  is  President  of  the  State  Teachers’ 
Association,  and  is  in  fact  prominent  in  every  movement 
of  an  educational  nature.  He  has  no  aspirations  towards 
public  position  or  official  station,  and  has  no  connection 
with  any  corporations,  companies  or  other  bodies,  except 
with  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Slate  Normal  School,  of 
which  he  is  the  honored  and  highly  efficient  Principal. 
He  was  married,  November  3d,  1855,  to  Maria,  daughter 
of  Colonel  John  W.  Dean,  w ho,  when  a boy,  was  a private 
in  the  War  of  1S12,  and  w ho  afterwards  became  a colonel 
of  cavalry  and  a leading  Democratic  politician  of  his  sec- 
tion. Professor  Brooks  has  rendered  valuable  service  in 
the  cause  of  public  education. 


GDGSON,  WILLIAM  II.,  Journalist,  was  born 
in  Doyleslown, 'Bucks  county,  Pennsylvania,  Oc- 


tober 15th,  1S29.  1 1 is  father,  John  Hodgson,  a 

printer,  and  his  mother’s  family,  the  Halls,  were 
old  and  well-known  residents  of  this  section  of 
the  State.  Ilis  education  was  acquired  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  place,  and  in  1844  lie  entered 
a printing-office,  where  he  was  employed  until  his  father 
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purchased  tlie  Jeffersonian . lie  then  became  attached  to 
the  office  of  that  journal,  and,  after  mastering  all  the  prac- 
tical details  involved  in  the  printing  business,  was  appointed 
Manager.  In  this  capacity  he  continued  to  serve  with  in- 
dustry and  ability  until  I S67,  when  he  became  by  purchase 
the  sole  owner  of  the  entire  establishment.  Under  his 
supervision  and  control  the  paper  rapidly  attained  still 
greater  prestige  and  popularity,  and  within  a short  space 
of  time  grew  to  be  one  of  the  best-edited  and  most  influ- 
ential county  organs  in  the  State.  The  Daily  Local  A ews 
was  originated  and  established  in  November,  1S72,  and 
since  that  date  has  met  with  great  success,  having  a wide 
circulation  and  being  considered  a valuable  and  enterpris- 
ing journal.  While  warmly  and  loyally  interested  in  all 
matters  concerning  the  welfare  of  his  country,  he  is  neither 
an  office-holder  nor  seeker,  occupying  himself  solely  in 
seeking  to  render  his  papers  the  vehicles  of  information 
and  culture. 
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/[KENNEDY,  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN,  Protho- 
notary  of  the  District  Court  and  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  of  Allegheny  County,  Pennsylvania, 
was  born  near  Pittsburgh,  January  19th,  1S41. 
1 1 is  father,  a farmer,  sent  him  to  the  country 
school-house.  During  the  late  war  he  enlisted 
and  served  three  years  in  the  Pennsylvania  Reserves  ; was 
taken  prisoner  and  confined  in  Libby  Prison  for  four 
months.  At  the  cloSe  of  the  war  he  became  a clerk  in  the 
I'rothonotary’s  office  at  Pittsburgh,  and  continued  in  that 
capacity  for  about  six  years,  reading  law  the  while  with 
Major  A.  M.  Brown.  lie  was  admitted  to  the  bar  early  in 
1870,  practised  law  for  three  years,  and  was  elected  Protho- 
notary  of  the  District  Court  and  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
of  Allegheny  County  in  1873.  In  politics,  he  has  always 
been  a Republican.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in  military 
affairs,  and  is  an  officer  on  the  staff  of  the  commandant  of 
the  Fifth  Division,  Pennsylvania  State  Militia,  with  the 
rank  of  Major. 
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cCRUM,  EPHRAIM  B.,  Journalist,  was  born  in 
Juniata  county,  Pennsylvania,  October  7th,  1833. 
He  was  educated  in  his  native  county,  and  while 
in  his  fifteenth  year  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the 
printing  business  with  lion.  A.  K.  McClure,  pro- 
prietor of  the  Juniata  Sentinel.  lie  remained 
in  the  office  as  journeyman  even  after  the  purchase  of  the 
Sentinel  by  Colonel  John  J.  Patterson,  now  United  States 
Senator,  in  the  spring  of  1S52.  In  the  commencement  of 
1832,  he,  in  conjunction  with  A.  j.  Greer,  bought  the 
journal,  and  it  was  published  by  Greer  & McCrum  until 
November,  1S55,  when,  disposing  of  his  interest  in  its 
management  to  his  partner,  E.  B.  McCrum  removed  to 
Altoona,  Pennsylvania.  Here, -in  conjunction  with  William 
80 


M.  Allison,  he  originated  and  established  the  Altoona 
Tribune.  This  journal,  the  first  number  appearing  January 
1st,  1856,  was  published  as  a weekly  newspaper,  with 
gratifying  success.  In  May,  1858,  William  M.  Allison 
disposed  "of  his  interest  to  Henry  Clay  Dern.  In  April, 
1873,  McCrum  & Dern  began  the  publication  of  a six- 
column  daily  edition,  which  they  have  since  continued 
with  well-directed  energy  and  signal  success.  The  weekly 
paper  has  a larger  circulation  than  is  possessed  by  any 
other  journal  of  the  same  stamp  in  central  Pennsylvania, 
circulating  extensively  throughout  the  lumber,  coal  and 
iron  regions.  Politically,  the  Tribune  is  independent,  al- 
though invariably  containing  a full  and  satisfactory  resume 
of  all  important  political  events.  The  jobbing  business  of 
the  office  is  very  large  and  lucrative,  and  is  of  more  real 
importance,  financially  considered,  than  the  newspaper 
publications. 
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' WING,  NATHANIEL,  Lawyer  and  Judge,  was 
born  in  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania,  July  19II1, 
1794.  1 1 is  father,  William  Ewing,  of  Cecil 

county,  Maryland,  was  a brother  of  the  Rev. 
John  Ewing,  I).  D.,  of  Philadelphia.  Ilis  edu- 
cation he  received  at  Washington  College,  Penn- 
sylvania, where  he  graduated  with  first  honors  in  1812. 
For  about  a year  he  taught  a classical  school  in  Newark, 
Delaware;  then  studied  law  under  Thomas  McGiffm,  of 
Washington,  Pennsylvania,  and  was  there  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  1816.  In  1817,  he  settled  as  a lawyer  in  Union- 
town,  Fayette  county,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  From  1838  to  1S4S  he  was  Ridge  of  the  Fourteenth 
Judicial  District,  composed  of  Washington,  Fayette  and 
Greene  counties,  and  was  considered  by  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  the  best  Common  Pleas  Ridge  in  the  State, 
lie  was  for  many  years  an  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  was  several  times  a member  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  that  denomination.  Mainly  by  his  energy  and  personal 
influence  the  Fayette  County  Railroad  (from  Connellsville 
to  Uniontown)  was  built.  In  1822,  he  married  Jane,  daughter 
of  the  late  Judge  Kennedy,  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Penn- 
sylvania; she  died  in  1827,  and  in  1830  he  was  united  to 
Anne,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  David  Denny,  of  Chambers- 
burg,  Pennsylvania.  He  died  of  chronic  asthma,  February 
8th,  1S74. 
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fiOTTIIOI.D,  ISAAC  NEWTON,  Actor,  Author 
and  Manager,  was  born  in  Richmond,  Virginia, 
February  12th,  1840,  and  is  of  German  extrac- 
tion. When  eleven  years  of  age,  he  was  sent  to 
New  York  city,  where  he  received  an  ordinary 
but  useful  education.  At  thirteen,  he  entered 
mercantile  pursuits,  and  from  185S  to  1S60  prosecuted 
business  on  his  own  responsibility.  In  May,  1861,  he 
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enlisted  as  a private  in  the  famous  Tammany  (g2d  New 
York)  Regiment,  and,  July  221I  of  the  same  year,  was 
commissioned  Captain  of  Company  D,  commanding  until 
after  the  actions  at  Yorktown  and  West  Point,  in  May, 
1S62;  subsequently,  he  was  greatly  enfeebled  by'ill  health, 
and,  on  the  expiring  of  a sickdeave,  was,  in  the  following 
July,  appointed  Adjutant  of  the  Convalescent  Corps  on  the 
Staff  of  Brigadier-General  Morris,  commanding  the  post. 
Early  in  1S62,  he  resigned  and  returned  to  New  York  city, 
where,  in  the  spring  of  1S64,  he  studied  for  the  stage  with 
Professor  I loss,  the  celebrated  elocutionist,  until  the  fall, 
ile  then  visited  London,  England,  where  he  continued  his 
studies,  and,  May  19th,  1865,  made  his  ilelUt  as  Romeo  ott 
the  boards  of  the  Drury  Pane  Theatre.  On  his  return  to 
New  York,  in  1S66,  he  was  engaged  at  the  Winter  Garden 
Theatre,  with  Edwin  Booth,  whose  chief  support  lie  was 
until  the  destruction  of  the  house  by  fire,  on  March  23d, 
1S67.  lie  then  travelled  professionally  through  the  South, 
playing  starring  engagements  ; January,  1S68,  he  settled  in 
Cincinnati,  as  leading  man  at  Wood’s  Theatre,  until  1S70, 
when  he  joined  the  old  Opera  House  in  Pittsburgh,  in  the 
same  capacity;  in  1S72,  in  connection  with  John  A.  Ellsler, 
he  became  Assistant  Manager,  and  so  remains,  Ilis  early 
inclination  for  the  stage  owed  its  origin  to  his  attendance  at 
the  theatre  one  evening  while  Forrest  was  enacting  the  role 
of  Damon,  lie  has  written  several  original  dramas  and 
comedies,  and  skilfully  adapted  many  others  from  the 
French  and  German. 
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EF.CII,  JAMES,  Lawyer,  was  born  in  Fayette 
county,  Pennsylvania,  September  iSth,  1S0S. 
II  is  father  was  a native  of  the  same  county;  his 
grandfather  was  one  of  three  brothers  who  emi- 
grated from  Ireland,  two  settling  in  the  Western 
States.  He  was  educated  at  Jefferson  College, 
r therefrom  in  1S2S;  studied  law  in  Unionlown 
mulct  the  late  Judge  James  Todd,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  October,  1831.  Locating  in  Pittsburgh,  in  1834,  he 
commenced  practice,  but  after  four  years  was  obliged  to 
return  to  Fayette  county,  where  he  combined  farming  with 
the  law  until  1S62,  when  he  returned  to  Pittsburgh  and 
continued  his  professional  pursuits  for  ten  years,  lie  then 
retired  to  his  farm  at  Elmsworlh,  near  Allegheny  City, 
where  he  now  lives.  He  was  appointed  by  Governor  Cur- 
tin, at  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  War,  Paymaster  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Reserves,  and  held  the  position  for  about 
four  months.  Nominated  for  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
in  1S57,  he  was  defeated  bv  the  Democratic  nominees, 
Judges  Strong  and  Thompson.  lie  is  an  author  of  con- 
siderable reputation,  his  work,  History  of  Mason  and 
Dixon's  I.ine,  gaining  him  prominence;  it  evinces  great 
labor  and  research,  and  has  been  quoted  in  argument  in 
Supreme  Court  on  account  of  its  accuracy.  Since  his  re- 
tirement from  practice  he  has  devoted  his  time  to  literary 


labors,  publishing  various  valuable,  interesting  and  exten- 
sively-copied articles  on  points  in  the  early  history  of  the 
country.  A history,  entitled  Gist  Settlements,  embracing 
an  account  of  Washington’s  and  Braddoek’s  expedition  to 
western  Pennsylvania  in  1 7 5 3— ’ 54— ’ 5 5 , attracted  great  at- 
tention. lie  has  many  valuable  manuscripts  relating  to 
western  Pennsylvania  and  its  contiguities,  the  compilation 
of  many  years. 

AHNESTOCK,  B.  L.,  Manufacturing  Druggist, 
was  born  in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  December 
l6th,  1S10.  His  father,  Henry  Fahnestock,  and 
his  grandfather,  Benjamin  Fahnestock,  were  born 
in  this  State,  where  the  name  is  familiar;  it  is 
also  known  more  or  less  all  over  the  Union.  lie 
received  but  little  early  education,  but  has  been  an  earnest 
student  in  the  great  school  of  business  experience.  He  is 
in  fact  one  of  the  self-made  men  of  the  State.  At  nineteen, 
he  entered  the  employ  of  his  cousin,  B.  A.  Fahnestock, 
who  was  about  to  engage  in  the  wholesale  drug  business  at 
Pittsburgh,  and  remained  with  him  as  a clerk  for  about 
five  years,  w hen  his  business  qualifications  w ere  acknowl- 
edged by  his  admission  into  partnership,  and  the  firm-name 
of  B.  A.  Fahnestock  & Co.  became  known  to  western  Penn- 
sylvania. Their  establishment  wms  destroyed  by  fire  in 
1847,  but  their  enterprise  caused  it  to  be  rebuilt  almost  in 
the  same  year.  Ten  years  later,  the  firm  of  B.  A.  Fahne- 
stock &:  Co.  was  dissolved,  and  the  junior  partner  bought 
the  interest  of  Flemin  g Bi  others,  engaged  in  l lie  same  busi- 
ness. He  continued  in  this  for  a short  time,  and  then 
admitted  his  son,  Benjamin  S.  Fahnestock,  as  a partner. 
Thus  the  business  prospered  until,  in  the  spring  of  1S67, 
Benjamin  F.  Vandevort,  a son-in-law',  was  admitted  inio 
the  firm.  They  erected  the  while  lead  works  on  Liberty 
street,  known  as  the  lion  City  White  Lead  Works,  which 
were  destroyed  by  fire  May  I2lh,  1S72,  and  which  were 
rebuilt  at  Dallas  Station,  on  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad. 
The  business  is  now  one  of  the  largest  and  most  prosperous 
of  the  kind  in  the  country. 


LINE,  GEORGE  M.,  Lawyer,  was  born  in  the 
city  of  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  October  20th, 
1S19.  He  is  the  son  of  J.  Peter  Kline  and  his  w ife 
Susanna  (Messersmith),  and  of  German  stock  on 
both  sides.  Ilis  ancestors  were  among  the  early 
settlers  of  Lancaster.  Educated  in  Lancaster, 
after  leaving  school  he  remained  for  several  years  in  the 
store  of  his  uncles,  Kline  & McClure.  lie  then  entered 
the  law'  office  of  the  late  Reah  Frazer,  and  was  admitted 
to  practice  in  the  different  courts  of  Lancaster  county  in 
1842.  During  the  administration  of  Governor  Shrink,  he 
was  appointed  to  prosecute  the  pleas  in  the  Mayor’s  Court, 
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receiving  his  several  commissions  from  Attorneys-General 
lion.  John  K.  Kane  and  Hon.  John  M.  Read.  He  has 
held  no  other  public  position,  preferring  to  keep  strictly 
within  the  line  of  his  practice,  which  is  very  extensive. 
His  great  abilities,  profound  knowledge  of  the  law,  and 
high  character  render  him  a leader  at  the  Lancaster  bar. 
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ALKER,  IION.  JOHN  II.,  Lawyer  and  Senator, 
was  born  in  East  Pennsboro’  township,  Cumber- 
land county,  Pennsylvania,  February  9th,  1800. 
1 1 is  education  was  thorough,  and  after  prelimi- 
nary instruction  received  from  the  best  sources  of 
the  time  and  neighborhood,  he  entered  Washing 
ton  College  and  completing  the  full  course  graduated  with 
honor  in  the  class  of  1S22.  He  then  studied  law  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  November  5th,  1S23,  at  once  com- 
mencing practice  and  soon  acquiring  a large  connection. 
In  politics  he  early  rose  into  prominence  and  gained  pre- 
ferment. He  represented  Erie  county  in  the  House  of 


was  a State  Senator  from  the  same  district  for  the  sessions 
of  1 S50— ’5 1 and  1S52.  In  1S72,  he  was  elected,  as  Repub- 
lican Delegate  at  Large,  to  the  Constitutional  Convention 
of  Pennsylvania,  held  in  Philadelphia  during  1S72-73,  and 
was  a most  useful  and  influential  member  of  that  body,  in 
which  he  was  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  “ Cities  and 
City  Charters,”  and  also  a member  of  the  Committee  on 
“ Executive  Departments.”  On  the  death  of  the  President, 
lion.  William  M.  Meredith,  he  was  unanimously  chosen 
his  successor,  at  an  election  held  on  September  16th,  1873. 


(>ENNY,  MAJOR  EBENEZER,  first  Mayor  of 
Pittsburgh,  was  born  in  Carlisle,  Cumberland 
county,  Pennsylvania,  March  1 ith,  1761,  anti  was 
the  eldest  child  of  William  and  Agnes  (Parker) 
Denny.  Ilis  father  and  uncle,  Walter  Denny, 
removed  from  Chester  county  to  Cumberland 
county  in  1745,  the  latter  settling  near  Carlisle,  where  he 
was  the  possessor  of  a large  tract  of  land  ; subsequently,  he 
raised  a company  of  volunteers  for  the  Revolutionary  con- 
ilict,  and  was  killed  at  Crooked  Billet;  at  this  place  also 
his  son  was  taken  prisoner;  another  son,  Rev.  David  Denny, 
was  for  many  years  Pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at 
Chambersburg.  William  Denny  resided  in  Carlisle,  and 
was  the  first  Coroner  west  of  the  Susquehanna,  also  a Com- 
missary in  the  Revolutionary  Army.  Ilis  mother,  a woman 
of  unusual  intelligence  and  energy,  was  the  daughter  of 
John  Parker,  and  the  granddaughter  of  Richard  Parker,  who, 
as  early  as  1730,  owned  lands  on  the  Cannadagwinnet,  near 
Carlisle,  which  have  remained  in  the  possession  of  the 
family  for  three  generations;  nearly  all  the  male  Parkers 


<G5 

were  participants  in  the  struggle  against  the  mother  country, 
and  throughout  its  progress  were  noted  for  their  loyally  and 
heroism.  At  the  age  of  thirteen,  Ebenezer  was  employed 
as  a bearer  of  despatches  to  the  commandant  at  Fort  Pitt, 
and,  though  a mere  lad,  safely  accomplished  his  journey 
over  the  Alleghenies,  through  a wilderness  teeming  with 
savage  foes.  He  was  afterward  employed  in  his  father’s 
store  in  Carlisle  until  he  moved  to  Philadelphia,  where  lie 
shipped  as  a volunteer  in  a Vessel  bearing  a letter  of 
marque  and  reprisal  and  bound  for  the  West  Indies.  While 
acting  in  this  capacity,  for  fidelity  and  valor  he  was  pro- 
moted to  the  command  of  the  quarter-deck.  Being  ten- 
dered the  position  of  Supercargo  for  a second  voyage,  he 
decided  to  accept  the  offer,  but,  after  crossing  llie  Susque- 
hanna cn  route  to  Philadelphia,  received  and  accepted  a 
commission  of  Ensign  in  the  1st  Pennsylvania  Regiment, 
He  participated  in  the  action  near  Williamsburg,  Viiginia, 
where,  his  Captain  and  Lieutenant  having  been  disabled  at 
the  first  fire,  the  command  devolved  upon  him.  On  the 
night  of  October  14th,  he  was  in  the  advance  at  the  siege 
of  York,  and  won  such  merited  distinction  that  lie  was  se- 
lected to  plant  the  first  American  flag  on  the  British  parapet. 
He  afterward  served  in  the  Carolinas,  under  General  St. 
Clair,  and  at  Charleston  during  its  investment,  and  also 
after  its  evacuation.  Later  he  became  Adjutant  to  Ilarmer, 
and  Aide-de-Camp  to  St.  Clair,  and  was  repeatedly  selected 
as  the  bearer  of  important  despatches  where  courage,  shrewd- 
ness and  daring  were  required.  After  his  resignation,  he 
resided  in  Bedford  county,  which  he  represented  in  the 
Convention  of  1777,  which  formed  the  first  constitution 
of  Pennsylvania.  In  1794,  he  was  commissioned  Captain, 
and  commanded  the  expedition  to  I.c  Brcuf.  In  1 795— ’96, 
he  resided  at  his  farm  and  mill  near  Pittsburgh,  and  was 
there  nominated  for  the  State  Legislature  and  defeated, 
but  in  the  following  year,  and  by  an  almost  unanimous 
vote,  was  elected  Commissioner  of  the  county.  In  1803, 
he  was  Treasurer  of  Allegheny  County,  his  name  appearing 
first  on  the  list  of  County  Treasurers,  and  again,  in  1S08, 
tilled  that  position.  I11  1804,  he  was  appointed  a Director 
of  the  Branch  of  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  established  in 
that  year  at  Pittsburgh,  and  which  was  the  first  institution 
of  that  nature  west  of  the  mountains.  When  this  was 
merged  into  the  office  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  he 
retained  his  Directorship,  and  was  one  of  the  few  solvent 
men  during  the  panic  of  1819.  For  several  successive 
years  he  obtained  from  the  War  Department  the  contracts 
for  the  supply  of  rations  for  the  troops  at  Fort  Fayette  and 
Presque  Isle,  and  filled  them  satisfactorily  while  prosecuting 
also  his  mercantile  and  commission  business  in  Philadelphia, 
on  Market  street.  During  the  War  of  1812,  he  successfully 
met  the  extraordinary  demands  upon  him,  and  was  ap- 
pointed to  furnish  supplies  to  the  North  Western  Army  in 
addition  to  his  own  posts  in  Pennsylvania.  At  the  close 
of  the  war  tie  received  a complimentary  letter  from  General 
Harrison,  in  which  he  was  cordially  thanked  for  his  valu- 
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able  promptness,  energy  and  ability.  When  Pittsburgh  was 
incorporated  by  act  of  Legislature,  March  18th,  1S16,  he 
was  elected  the  first  Mayor,  and,  at  the  expiration  of  his 
first  term,  declined  a re-election.  lie  was  Director  in  the 
Branch  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  afterward  of 
the  Bank  of  Pittsburgh,  in  which  he  was  a large  stock- 
holder. While  visiting  Niagara  Falls,  in  the  summer  of 
1S22,  he  was  attacked  by  a sudden  illness,  and  with  diffi- 
culty reached  his  home,  where  he  died  July  21st,  in  the 
sixty  first  year  of  his  age.  He  was  married,  July  1st,  1793, 
to  Nancy  Wilkins,  daughter  of  John  Wilkins,  Sr.,  formerly 
of  Carlisle,  w ho  participated  as  a Captain  in  the  battle  of 
the  Brandywine,  sister  of  Quartermaster-General  John  Wil- 
kins, Jr.,  Charles  Wilkins,  of  Lexington,  Kentucky,  and 
Hon.  William  Wilkins,  late  of  Homewood;  she  died  May 
1st,  1S06,  leaving  three  sons,  Ilarmer,  William  and  St. 
Clair,  and  also  two  daughters. 


DDISON,  WILLIAM,  Physician  and  Lawyer, 
was  born  at  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  Decem- 
ber 28th,  1801.  After  receiving  a thorough 
English  and  classical  education  in  the  best 
schools  of  the  country,  he  studied  law  in  the  town 
of  his  nativity,  and  attained  to  a full  knowledge 
of  the  theory  and  practice  of  his  profession.  He  then  vis- 
ited Europe,  and,  while  in  Paris,  pursued  a course  of 
medical  studies  under  the  most  celebrated  authorities  of 
that  city.  lie  returned  to  the  United  States  a highly  edu- 
cated Physician  as  well  as  a Lawyer  of  rare  ability.  He 
died  March  26th,  1S62. 


URGW1N,  HILL,  Lawyer,  was  born  at  the  Tler- 
C 1 ^ milage,  the  country  seat  of  the  Burgwin  family, 

(■'11 


near  Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  February  21st, 
1S25.  The  Hermitage  was  built  at  a period  con- 
siderably anterior  to  the  Revolution,  and  during 
many  generations  was  the  home  of  the  Burgwins. 
1 1 is  father,  George  Burgwin,  was  a Southern  planter,  and 
the  family  is  of  honorable  English  descent.  He  received 
his  education  at  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  but 
through  ill  health  did  not  graduate  from  that  institution. 
Subsequently,  he  entered  upon  a course  of  legal  studies 
under  the  able  guidance  of  Hon.  Thomas  S.  Ash,  Repre 
sentalive  from  his  native  Slate,  and  remained  with  him  for 
a period  of  five  years.  Later,  under  the  instruction  of  Hon. 
Frederick  Nash,  late  Chief  Justice  of  North  Carolina,  he 
finished  his  studies,  and,  in  1847,  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
by  the  Supreme  Court.  Having  married  a lady  of  Pitts- 
burgh, in  1849,  he  removed  to  that  city  in  1851,  and  in  the 
following  year  was  admitted  to  practice  at  its  bar.  Since 
that  date,  he  has  secured  a very  remunerative  clientage, 
and  has  won  an  enviable  reputation.  Although  disinclined 


to  mingle  in  political  warfare,  he  is  warmly  interested  in 
all  public  measures  touching  the  welfare  of  his  adopted 
State,  and  is  a valued  member  of  City  Councils,  having 
been  elected  as  a Conservative  from  a Republican  con- 
stituency. 


(W&jfcC  AND  LESS,  HON.  WILSON,  Lawyer,  Judge, 

1 was  born  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  June  19th, 
1810.  He  was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  though 
his  parents  were  natives  of  the  United  States; 
was  educated  at  the  Western  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania ; studied  law  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  1 S3 1 . He  gained  great  reputation  and  was  appointed, 
in  1S59,  United  States  Judge  for  Western  Pennsylvania,  in 
which  position  his  record  has  been  most  honorable  and  his 
decisions  in  very  important  cases  have  been  widely  quoted. 
In  early  life  he  was  a prominent  Democrat,  and  was  three 
times  a Senatorial  Elector  for  President  and  Vice-President 
of  the  United  States  ; twice  he  was  President  of  the  Elec- 
toral College  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  Chairman  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Delegation  to  the  Baltimore  Cass  and  Butler 
Convention  of  1S4S  ; twice  also  he  was  a candidate  for  Con- 
gress. He  received  the  degree  of  I.L.D.  from  Union  Col- 
lege, New  York.  He  was  long  President  of  the  Board  of 
Inspectors  of  the  Western  Penitentiary;  Director  of  the 
old  M.  and  M.  Bank  ; Trustee  of  the  Gas  Works  and  of 
his  alma  mater,  and  an  officer  in  numerous  other  institutions 
and  organizations.  lie  was  married,  December,  1S34,  to 
Sarah,  daughter  of  Thomas  Collin,  of  Pittsburgh. 
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jpWRIE,  REV.  SAMUEL  T.,  Clergyman  and 
Professor,  was  born  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania, 
February  St h , 1S35.  He  is  the  son  of  Hon.  W. 
11.  Lowric,  ex-Chief  Justice  of  Pennsylvania. 
1 1 is  preliminary  education  was  received  at  the 
Western  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  he 
graduated  from  Miami  University,  Ohio,  in  1S52.  The 
four  years  following  he  spent  as  a student  at  the  Western 
Theological  Seminary  of  Pennsylvania;  during  1S57,  he 
visited  Europe  and  for  some  time  pursued  his  studies  at 
Ileidelburg.  Upon  his  return  to  the  United  States  he  was 
ordained  as  Pastor  at  Alexandria,  Huntingdon  county, 
Pennsylvania,  and  was  installed  in  charge  of  the  Bethany 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Philadelphia,  where  he  remained 
until  1S69.  He  then  removed  to  Abington,  Montgomery 
county,  and  officiated  as  Pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
at  that  place  until  1874,  when  he  was  elected  to  the  posi- 
tion, and  accepted  the  Chair,  of  Professor  of  “ New  Testa- 
ment Exegesis  and  Literature”  in  the  Western  Theological 
Seminary  of  Allegheny  City.  Ife  is  a ripe  scholar,  an 
able  minister  and  a devout  man. 
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DDT  SON,  ALEXANDER,  Minister,  Lawyer, 
Judge,  Author,  was  born  in  Scotland,  and  re- 
ceived a thorough  English  and  classical  educa- 
tion in  the  College  of  Aberdeen,  in  his  native 
land.  lie  first  adopted  the  ministerial  profession 
and  emigrated  to  America  in  1758,  bearing  the 
commission  of  a Preacher  in  the  Presbyterian  Church.  lie 
officiated  in  that  capacity  for  some  time  at  Washington, 
Pennsylvania,  when  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  law,  and, 
after  pursuing  the  required  course  of  study,  commenced 
practice  and  was  eminently  successful,  attaining  to  wealth 
and  honor.  lie  was  the  first  person  to  receive  an  appoint- 
ment as  President  Law  Judge  in  western  Pennsylvania,  his 
commission  to  that  office  dating  1791.  lie  remained  in 
this  position  until  1S02,  anil  died  in  Pittsburgh  in  1S07. 
lie  was  the  Author  of  Addison's  Reports,  at  one  time  a 
high  authority. 


'VOBERTS,  IION.  ANTHONY  E.,  Merchant,  was 
born  in  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  October 
291I1,  1S03,  and  is  of  Welsh  and  German  ex- 
traction. 1 1 is  father,  John  Roberts,  was  a hotel 
keeper  and  extensive  farmer  of  Chester  county, 
lie  received  his  'education  in  the  common 
schools  of  Lancaster,  and  at  fourteen  years  of  age  became 
Clerk  and  Assistant  in  a country  store,  where  he  remained 
until  he  had  attained  his  majority,  when  he  purchased  an 
interest  in  the  business,  and  continued  in  its  successful  pro- 
secution until  1850.  In  1S39,  he  was  elected  Sheriff  of 
Lancaster  County,  and  served  in  that  capacity  for  one  term 
of  three  years.  In  1S49,  he  received  from  President  Z. 
Taylor  the  appointment  of  Marshal  of  the  Eastern  District 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  ably  discharged  the  duties  of  that 
office  during  the  continuance  of  the  administration  which 
had  commissioned  him.  In  1S54,  he  was  elected  to  Con- 
gress, and,  in  1 S 5 6,  re-elected.  For  many  years  he  has 
been  a member  of  the  Lancaster  City  Councils,  a member 
of  the  Hoard  of  School  Directors,  and  one  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  for  the  City  Poor.  He  also  occupies  the  position 
of  Director  of  the  Lancaster  Bank,  and  County  Fire  In- 
surance Company,  and  for  a long  period  held  a similar  post 
in  the  Board  of  the  State  Normal  School  at  Millerville, 
Pennsylvania.  During  the  late  war  his  influence  amtuneans 
were  freely  exerted  for  the  preservation  of  the  Union,  and 
his  eldest  son  served  gallantly  in  the  cavalry  in  defence 
of  the  Government.  He  enjoyed  the  intimate  friendship 
of  the  late  lion.  Thaddeus  Stevens,  and  was  named  as  one 
of  his  Executors  by  that  eminent  statesman.  He  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  ever  prom- 
inent in  all  movements  tending  to  the  advancement  of  public 
morality.  He  was  married,  June  14th,  1840,(0  a daughter 
of  Andrew  Bushong,  of  Lancaster,  and  from  that  union 
sprang  twelve  children,  eleven  of  whom  are  now  living. 
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HICKSTUN,  LEWIS  W.,  Journalist,  was  born 
Cttssewago,  Crawford  county,  Pennsylvania, 


(I 

l G? 


March  24th,  1S23.  1 1 is  parents  were  both  na- 

tives of  the  Stale  of  New  Jersey.  lie  received 
an  academic  education  at  Kingsville,  Ohio,  after- 
wards engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  and  subse- 
quently in  the  oil  business.  Still  later,  he  was  engaged 
by  Hollister  & Metcalf  in  the  editorial  department  of  the 
Cranford  Journal  of  Meadville,  and  three  years  after  he 
became  the  owner  of  that  paper.  In  January,  1872,  he  was 
elected  Transcribing  Clerk  of  the  State  Senate,  and  was 
re-elected  to  the  same  office  in  1S73.  Since  leaving  Harris- 
burg he  has  been  editorially  occupied  upon  the  Daily  and 
Weekly  Republican  of  Meadville.  Of  his  political  record 
he  has  reason  to  be  proud,  having,  in  1844,  been  the  only 
voter  in  Cussewago  township  to  deposit  a ballot  of  the 
Liberty  party.  He  has  since  voted  for  Van  Buren,  Dale, 
Fremont,  Lincoln  and  Grant.  He  married  Lizzie  Thomas, 
of  New  Jersey. 

Y'-tv'  ERR  I C K SON , IION.  DAVID,  Lawyer  and  Judge, 
was  born  in  Perry  county,  Pennsylvania,  August 
2S11 1 , 1799.  His  parents  were  David  and  Mary 
(Wood)  Derrickson.  He  was  educated  at  Al- 
legheny College  and  graduated  in  1821,  one  of 
four  in  his  class  w ho  received  the  degree  of  A.  B. 
and  A.  M.  He  then  engaged  in  the  study  of  law  under 
George  Selden  and  John  B.  Wallace,  and  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  November,  1S23.  He  began  practice  in  .Mead- 
ville and  quickly  attained  distinction,  being  appointed 
Deputy  Attorney-General  for  Crawford,  Venango  and  War- 
ren counties  within  three  months  after  his  admission.  In 
1856,  he  was  elected  additional  Law  Judge  of  the  Sixth 
District,  a position  he  held  for  ten  years,  when  he  again 
resumed  practice.  He  was  a member  of  a Commission 
appointed  to  Revise  the  Statute  Laws  of  the  State,  lie 
married  Harriet,  daughter  of  Richard  Patch,  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Meadville,  and  twelve  children  have  been 
born  to  him,  eight  of  whom  are  still  living. 


yABERMAN,  PETER,  Merchant,  was  born  near 
Nuremberg,  in  Bavaria,  April  1st,  1819.  Ills 
father,  Conrad  Haberman,  w'as  a farmer.  After 
gaining  a good  practical  education  in  the  schools 
of  his  native  place,  he  was  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  until  he  had  attained  his  majority,  when 
he  w'as  conscripted  as  a Soldier  by  the  King  of  Bavaria 
and  served  for  three  months.  Two  years  later  he  emigrated 
to  this  country  and  settled  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  July 
15th,  1 S45 . There  he  was  employed  as  a farm  hand  for 
one  year,  at  a salary  of  $84  per  annum.  Subsequently, 
he  entered  the  service  of  Joseph  Ritter,  proprietor  of  exten- 
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sivc  dairies,  and  ultimately,  in  connection  with  Joseph 
Ritter,  Jr.,  secured  possession  of  his  business,  which  he 
prosecuted  until  1855,  when  he  became  sole  owner.  In 
1S60,  he  interested  himself  in  the  coal  business,  dealing 
with  Reeling  & Bantz,  buying  coal  and  floating  it  to 
Southern  markets.  In  1S60,  he  associated  himself  with 
Walton,  Philip  & Co.,  in  the  Eagle  Coal  Company,  re- 
maining with  it  daring  its  existence.  In  1863,  he  formed 
a copartnership  with  Walton  & Keeling,  and  purchased 
a coal  works  six  miles  from  Pittsburgh,  known  as  Maber- 
m an  A Co’s.  In  1865,  he  entered  the  firm  of  Joseph 
Walton  A Co.,  with  which  he  is  still  associated.  lie  is  a 
Director  of  the  German  National  Bank  of  Pittsburgh,  and 
of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Birmingham ; has  served 
as  a Councilman  for  several  years,  and  also  held  the  posi- 
tion of  Treasurer  of  the  Borough  of  Birmingham  for  a 
long  period.  He  is  a prominent  church  member,  and 
was  married,  June  19th,  1849,  to  Mary  Ann  Ritter,  of 
Pittsburgh,  by  whom  he  has  had  thirteen  children,  seven 
of  whom  are  still  living. 
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IBSON,  JOHN,  Lawyer,  was  born  in  Baltimore, 
Maryland,  April  17th,  1S29.  His  education, 
which  was  thorough,  was  received  at  the  York 
County  Academy,  in  York,  Pennsylvania.  ATte 
leaving  this  institution  he  engaged  in  the  study 
of  law,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  York  county, 
Pennsylvania,  September  30th,  1851,  and  has  there  been 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  ever  since,  enjoy- 
ing  a high  reputation  as  a citizen  and  a jurist,  and  an  ex- 
cellent business  connection  extending  to  the  adjoining 
counties.  He  was  a Democratic  Delegate  to  the  Consti- 
tutional Convention  of  I S 7 2 — ’ 7 3 , and  as  a member  of  that 
body  held  a position  on  the  Committees  on  Impeachment 
and  Removal  from  Office,  and  on  Declaration  of  Rights. 
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AVIS,  THOMAS  W.,  Collector  of  Internal  Reve- 
nue for  the  Twenty-second  District  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, was  born  in  Pittsburgh,  September  1st, 
1834.  His  parents  were  of  Welsh  extraction, 
and  his  father  was  formerly  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  iron.  lie  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Z mesville,  Ohio,  subsequently  entering  Bartlett’s 
Commercial  College  at  Cincinnati,  from  which  institution 
he  ultimately  graduated  in  due  course.  Purposing  to  in- 
terest himself  in  the  iron  business,  he  served  a regular 
apprenticeship  in  a rolling  mill.  He  then  became  a clerk 
in  the  same  business,  and  afterward,  Financial  Manager 
of  the  Lawrence  Mills  at  Ironton,  Ohio.  Leaving  that 
situation,  he  was  engaged  for  three  years  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  pig-irotl  in  Greenough  county,  Kentucky.  At  the 


outbreak  of  the  Rebellion,  his  Union  sentiments  being 
obnoxious  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  region,  he  was  forced 
to  leave,  and  returned  to  Pittsburgh.  There  he  interested 
himself  in  the  oil  refining  business,  which  he  has  since 
continued  to  prosecute  with  much  success.  In  1869,  he 
was  appointed  Collector  of  Internal  Revenue  for  the 
Twenty-second  District  of  Pennsylvania,  by  President 
Grant.  In  politics  he  has  always  firmly  supported  the 
Republican  party,  its  principles  and  its  measures.  He  was 
appointed  Bank  Assessor  of  Allegheny  county,  by  Gover- 
nor Geary,  in  1868,  and  fulfilled  the  duties  attached  to  that 
position  with  undeviating  rectitude  and  ability.  In  1873, 
he  projected  and  successfully  established  the  )’  / i Try,  a 
Welsh  weekly  paper,  one  of  but  three  newspapers  pub- 
lished in  the  Welsh  language  in  the  United  States,  lie  is 
Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Printing  Company  having 
charge  of  the  publication,  and  is  a conservator  mf  Welsh 
interests  in  western  Pennsylvania.  The  Y IFasg  has  met 
with  the  success  which  such  an  enterprise  merited,  and, 
at  the  present  time,  is  cited  as  an  authority  above  all  others 
concerning  Welsh  affairs  in  this  country. 


it 


ES,  CHARLES  M ARTIER,  M.  D„  Physician, 
was  born  in  York,  Pennsylvania,  June  26th, 
1827.  His  father,  Dr.  Henry  Nes,  also  a native 
of  York,  was  member  of  Congress  from  this 
district  for  several  years,  although  at  that  period 
it  was  Democratic,  while  he  was  a firm  supporter 
of  the  Whig  party;  his  mother  was  Elizabeth  Weiser,  of 
York  county.  He  was  primarily  educated  in  York  County 
Academy,  whence  he  entered  Columbia  College,  Wash- 
ington, District  of  Columbia,  and  received  his  M.  1). 
diploma  in  1S45.  Subsequently,  he  moved  to  York,  where 
he  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession,  and,  acquiring 
a wide  connection,  has  since  remained.  He  was  appointed 
one  of  the  Commissioners  to  Vienna.  Several  years  since, 
while  experimenting  in  ore,  iron,  and  steel,  he  discovered, 
near  York,  Pennsylvania,  the  steel-making  properties  of 
large  deposits  of  magnetic  silicate  of  iron  ore.  He  then, 
during  three  years,  and  in  conjunction  with  other  scientific 
and  practical  men,  tested  this  ore,  and,  by  using  it  in  com- 
bination with  pig  and  scrap  iron,  demonstrated  its  valuable 
steel-making  properties.  Naming  it  “ Silicon  Steel  Ore,” 
he  secured  large  tracts  of  land,  and  subsequently,  the  ore 
was  tested  thoroughly  throughout  the  country,  and  in  every 
form,  from  a delicate  penknife  blade  to  a railroad  rail;  and 
il  is  claimed  that  the  results  prove  clearly  that  it  makes  a 
steel  endowed  with  qualities  surpassing  those  possessed  by 
any  other  manufacture.  This  product  he  patented,  and 
denominated  Silicon  Steel ; at  present  the  company  or- 
ganized to  develop  this  discovery  is  presided  over  by  E. 
Culiek,  of  New  York  city:  Hon.  A.  Ik  Cornell,  Hon. 
Elisha  P.  Wheeler,  and  William  Halsey,  being  Vice-Presi- 
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dents.  It  is  a joint  stock  company,  incorporated  under 
the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York,  in  1872,  with  a capital 
of  $6,000,000,  in  shares  of  $100  each. 


•MULL,  JOHN  AUGUSTUS,  Compiler  of  the 
Legislative  Hand-Book,  was  born  in  Harrisburg, 
September  1st,  1S32.  His  father,  John  Small, 
and  mother,  Harriet,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Philip 
R.  Pauli,  were  descendants  from  German  ances- 
tors. lie  received  his  education  at  the  public 
schools  of  Harrisburg,  and,  declining  an  appointment  as 
Midshipman,  United  States  Navy,  to  please  his  family, 
from  his  fourteenth  to  his  seventeenth  year  was  apprenticed 
to  the  printing  trade;  but  his  elder  brother,  who  filled  the 
position  of  Page  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  dying, 
he  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy,  and  rose  from  that 
post  to  Rill  Clerk,  then  to  Rill  and  Petition  Clerk,  and 
finally  to  Resident  Clerk  of  the  House,  which  office  he 
now  holds,  lie  is  the  author  of  the  Legislative  Hand- 
Book,  a most  complete  and  valuable  work.  He  is  an 
active  and  public-spirited  citizen,  and  is  now  President  of 
the  Harrisburg  Rrick  and  'Pile  Company;  one  of  the 
Hoard  of  Prison  Inspectors;  Vice-President  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania State  Agricultural  Society;  Manager  of  the  Har- 
risburg Cemetery  Association;  a principal  Director  of  the 
Harrisburg  Passenger  Railroad,  and  its  Secretary  from 
organization.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  Port  Hunter 
Road  Commission,  and  Director  of  the  Harrisburg  Land 
and  Ruilding  Association,  and  Yice-Prcsident  of  the 
Masonic  Hall  Association. 
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[GUAM,  THOMAS  JAMES,  Lawyer,  etc.,  was 
born  in  Westmoreland  county,  Pennsylvania, 
February  12th,  1810,  of  Irish  origin.  IIP 

parents  dying  during  his  early  youth,  he  was 
raised  and  educated  by  his  grandfather,  and 
graduated  from  Jefferson  College,  Cannonsburg, 
m 1S35.  Commencing  the  study  of  law,  he  was  admitted 
to  the  Pittsburgh  bar  in  1S37.  In  connection  with  his 
practice  he  was  deeply  interested  in  scientific  and  literary 
pursuits,  and  delivered  lectures  on  Geology,  and  on  the 
Pioneers  of  Western  Pennsylvania,  which  won  him  con- 
siderable reputation.  Elected  Representative  in  1S45,  he 
for  twelve  years  was  a member  of  one  of  the  Houses  of 
the  State  Legislature,  generally  being  upon  the  Ways  and 
Means,  Judiciary,  and  other  important  Committees.  In 
1864,  by  his  personal  exertions,  the  taxation  of  corpora- 
tions was  substituted  for  that  of  real  estate,  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  Government.  His  present  appointment  as 
Commissioner  of  Statistics  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  is 
a compliment  to  his  superior  ability  and  attainments,  not  a 


political  reward.  1 1 is  literary  efforts  have  been  chiefly 
devoted  to  matters  connected  with  the  cany  history  ol  Ins 
native  State,  and  he  has  nowin  contemplation  the  publi- 
cation of  a History  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the  time  ol  its 
first  settlement  to  the  present  day. 


xALLISTER,  HUGH  NELSON,  Lawyer,  was 
born  in  Juniata  county,  Pennsylvania,  June  28th, 
1809.  lie  received  his  education  at  Jefferson 
College,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  graduated  in 


department  in  1S35.  Admitted  to  the  bar  in 
November,  1835,  aL  once  began  practice.  While  at  the 
bar  a commission  as  President  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  was,  on  two  occasions,  tendered  him,  but  was 
declined  both  times.  He  was  elected  a Republican  Dele- 
gate at  Large  to  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1 S 7 3—’ 7 3 , 
and  was  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Suffrage,  Election, 
and  Representation,  on  which  subjects  he  was  a constant 
and  earnest  speaker  on  the  floor  of  the  Convention;  he 
served  also  on  the  Committee  on  Railroads  and  Canals. 
He  was  some  time  Captain  of  Company  E,  23d  Regiment 
of  Pennsylvania  Militia;  at  the  close  of  the  war  he  was 
appointed  by  Governor  Curtin  one  of  the  Commissioners 
to  investigate  and  settle  the  claims  of  citizens  of  the  border 
counties  for  losses  sustained  in  the  struggle.  He  was  one 
of  the  projectors  and  a liberal  supporter  of  the  Agricultural 
College  of  Pennsylvania.  I Ie  died,  M.  y 51I1,  1873,  in  Phila- 
delphia, while  attending  the  session  of  the  Convention. 


% 
Cp 


ATTON,  WILLIAM  W.,  Merchant,  and  Opera- 
tor in  Real  Estate,  was  born  February  27th, 
1836,  in  Montgomery  county,  Pennsylvania,  lie 
is  the  son  of  Rev.  Walter  Patton  and  Sarah 
(Ede)  Patton.  He  received  his  education  at  the 
common  schools,  first,  of  Upper  Merion,  and 
afterwards  of  Camden,  New  Jersey.  On  attaining  his 
majority  he  forthwith  established  himself  in  business  as  a 
dealer  in  paper  hangings,  in  Germantown.  After  having 
successfully  prosecuted  this  business  for  some  lime,  he 
found  opportunity  for  embarking  in  that  of  real  estate, 
and  still  carries  on  both.  In  1S67,  he  purchased  ten  acres 
of  land  in  the  neighborhood  of  Germantown,  and  estab- 
lished a settlement  there  under  the  name  of  Pulaski  Town. 
This  was  his  first  operation  of  the  kind  in  Germantown, 
which  he  has  since  followed  tip  by  others  equally  success- 
ful. During  the  war  he  served  with  Captain  Biddle’s 
Independent  Rifle  Company,  and  was  present  at  the  battle 
of  Antietam.  lie  was  married,  in  1859,  to  Annie  E., 
daughter  of  Thomas  Baird,  a prominent  lawyer  of  Pitts- 
burgh, and  whose  maternal  grandfather  was  General  I’ura- 
sette,  of  Lafayette’s  army. 
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A-h 

j fay-  REEN,  ART  1IUR  N.,  Lawyer  and  District  Attor- 
ney of  York  county,  Pennsylvania,  was  born  at 
Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  December  12th,  1831. 
lie  is  of  Irish  descent.  His  father,  a farmer, 
afforded  him  the  usual  common-school  education, 
and  he  completed  his  scholastic  course  at  Dickin- 
son College.  After  leaving  his  Alma  Mater  he  read  law 
in  the  office  of  Judge  Ilepburn,  of  Carlisle,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  of  Cumberland  county  in  April.  1853 
At  once  starting  practice  he  was  more  than  usually  suc- 
cessful, and  remained  actively  employed  in  his  profession, 
in  Cumberland  county,  until  June,  1858.  Then  he  re- 
moved to  York,  Pennsylvania,  where,  his  reputation  hav- 
ing preceded  him,  he  soon  acquired  a lucrative  connection, 
to  the  demands  of  which  he  has  devoted  his  entire  atten- 
tion. Though  he  has  never  faken  any  part  in  politics,  his 
reputation,  well-sustained,  as  a jurist  of  profound  acquire- 
ments, and  the  integrity  of  his  character  have  made  him 
a prominent  man  at  the  bar  and  in  the  community ; and, 
in  October,  1S72,  lie  was  elected  District  Attorney  of  York 
county,  and  has  filled  the  olfice  with  great  acceptance. 
He  was  married,  on  January  nth,  1854,  to  Fannie  A., 
daughter  of  John  Gray,  of  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania. 


ULLEN,  RIGHT  REV.  TOBIAS,  D.  B.,  Bishop 
of  Erie,  was  born  in  Clundy,  County  Tyrone, 
Ireland,  March  41I1,  1S1S.  1 1 is  preparatory  edu- 

cation was  received  at  a classical  school  in 
CytitUy  Donegal,  and  his  theological  instruction 
at  Maynooth.  Minor  orders  were  conferred 
upon  him  by  Archbishop  Murray,  of  Dublin.  He  came 
to  the  United  States  with  Bishop  O’Conner,  of  Pittsburgh, 
in  1843;  was  by  him  ordained  September  1st,  1S44,  and 
officiated  at  his  first  mass  in  St.  Philomena’s  Church,  Pitts- 
burgh, assisted  by  the  Rev.  J.  N.  Neuman,  C.  S.  S.  R.,  who 
was  afterwards  Bishop  of  Philadelphia.  He  was  next 
assigned  as  Assistant  to  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral,  Pittsburgh; 
and,  in  1S46,  was  transferred  to  Johnstown,  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  remained  until  he  was  placed  in  charge  of  St. 
Peter’s  congregation  of  Allegheny  City,  in  1S54.  He  was 
consecrated  Bishop  of  Erie  county,  August  2d,  1868. 


.MICHAEL,  MORTON,  Lawyer  and  Editor, 
was  born  in  Burlington  county,  New  Jersey, 
October  20th,  1807.  ITe  received  his  education, 
firstly,  at  the  schools  of  his  native  place,  and 
afterwards  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 
O11  leaving  the  University  he  studied  for  the  bar, 
to  which  he  was  admitted  in  1827.  For  many  years  sub- 
sequently he  served  as  an  Alderman,  and,  from  1843  to 
iS46,  was  High  Sheriff.  In  i860,  he  became  the  Mayor  of 


the  City  of  Philadelphia,  and  discharged  the  duties  of  this 
important  office  until  1S69.  In  1873,  he  was  appointed  a 
Delegate  at  Large  to  the  Fourth  Constitutional  Convention 
of  Pennsylvania,  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death 
of  the  Hon.  William  M.  Meredith,  and  as  a member  of  the 
Convention  served  on  the  Committee  on  Revision  and  Ad- 
justments. He  is  the  President  of  the  Park  Commission, 
and  has  been  ever  since  its  organization,  and  is  also  the  pro- 
prietor and  editor-in-chief  of  the  North  American  and 
United  States  Gazette. 

oVi  EGLEY,  GENERAL  JAMES  S.,  Soldier  and 
W'Jj  1 Congressman,  is  of  Swiss  descent,  and  was  born 
Jjolj  in  East  Liberty,  December  22(1,  1826.  His 
(a'-/  family  connections  were  pioneer  settlers  of  the 
valley  situated  near  the  old  French  Fort  Dtt- 
quesne,  and  were  participants  in  the  events  con- 
nected with  the  Seven  Years  War.  He  was  educated  in 
the  local  common  schools,  and  was  also  pursuing  a col- 
legiate course  preparatory  to  the  adoption  of  a profession. 
When  war  was  declared  between  Mexico  and  the  United 
Slates,  being  in  his  nineteenth  year,  he  enlisted  in  the 
Duquesne  Grays  as  a volunteer;  his  family  invoked  the 
aid  of  the  law  to  detain  him  as  a minor,  but,  persevering 
in  his  purpose,  he  left  with  his  company  and  participated 
in  the  siege  and  capture  of  Vera  Cruz,  in  the  battles  of 
Cerro  Gordo,  La  Perote,  and  Las  Vegas,  and  in  the  siege 
of  Puebla,  besides  other  engagements.  While  at  Puebla, 
he  received  from  the  Secretary  of  War  an  order  for  his 
honorable  discharge;  this,  however,  he  indignantly  re- 
fused to  accept,  and  remained  on  duly  with  his  company 
until  the  termination  of  the  conflict.  He  then  returned 
to  his  home,  and  engaged  in  manufacturing  pursuits,  which 
he  abandoned  shortly  after,  and  devoting  his  attention  to 
agriculture  and  horticulture,  soon  became  noted  as  one 
of  the  most  skilful  horticulturists  in  the  country.  Mean- 
while he  occupied  a portion  of  his  time  in  organizing  the 
militia  of  western  Pennsylvania,  and  was  chosen  Major- 
General  of  the  Eighteenth  Division  by  an  unanimous  vote. 
About  this  time  he  foresaw  the  approaching  Civil  War, 
and  urged  the  more  efficient  organization  of  the  militia 
for  national  defence.  In  December,  i860,  he  made  a 
formal  offer  of  an  organized  Brigade  to  the  Governor, 
and  April  17th,  x 86 1 , was  summoned  to  Harrisburg, 
where  he  received  the  authority  upon  which  he  speedily 
recruited  and  organized  more  troops  than  the  Government 
would  receive.  With  one  Brigade  of  Infantry,  he  then 
joined  the  command  of  Major-General  Robert  Patterson, 
accompanying  him  into  Maryland  and  \ irginia,  taking  a 
prominent  part  in  the  various  Councils  of  War.  Subse- 
quently, he  was  placed  in  command  of  the  Volunteer 
Camp  at  Harrisburg,  and  September  1st  was  ordered, 
with  his  force,  to  report  to  General  Rosecranz  for  duty  in 
northern  Virginia,  whence  he  joined  General  Sherman  at 
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Louisville,  Kentucky.  lie  participated  in  the  movement 
toward  Nashville,  and  was  signally  successful  in  Eastern 
and  Middle  Tennessee,  at  Santa  Ee,  Rogersville,  and  Flor- 
ence, against  Morgan’s  command  at  Shelbyville,  and 
General  Adams,  at  Sneeden’s  Cove,  also  in  many  other 
important  actions.  In  the  battle  of  Stone’s  River,  he 
commanded  the  Eighth  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 
and  performed  heroic  and  invaluable  service  throughout 
that  memorable  conflict,  driving  Iireckenridge  from  his 
entrenchments,  and  ensuring  final  success  to  the  Union 
arms;  for  distinguished  services  on  this  occasion,  he  was 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  Major-General.  In  planning  the 
Georgia  campaign,  his  views  were  adopted  ; he  was  given 
the  advance,  and  drove  the  enemy  from  Lookout  Mountain, 
accomplishing,  moreover,  many  other  successful  operations 
of  vital  importance  to  the  welfare  of  the  Government  forces,  j 
He  participated  prominently  in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga, 
and,  when  Rosecranz  left  for  Chattanooga,  ably  re-organ- 
ized the  demoralized  troops  a:  Rossville,  thereby  forming  a 
needed  reserve  for  Thomas,  and  enabling  him  to  retire  in 
good  order.  Since  the  close  of  the  war  he  has  occupied  a 
prominent  position  in  politics.  He  was  elected  to  the  Forty- 
first  Congress  from  the  Twenty-second  District  of  Pennsyl- 
vania; re-elected  to  the  Forty-second  and  Forty-third,  and 
his  devotion  to  his  country  and  to  Republican  principles  has 
just  (September  1S74)  received  recognition  in  a fourth  nomi- 
nation by  acclamation. 
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ILDMAN,  ELIAS,  M.  D.,  D.  D.  S.,  Dentist,  was 
born  near  Attleboro,  Bucks  county,  Pennsylvania, 
July  8th,  1S1 1,  his  parents  being  William  W ild- 
man,  whose  ancestors  came  from  England  in 
1690,  and  Elizabeth  (Miller)  Wildman.  He  re- 
ceived his  education  primarily  at  a common  school 
in  Bucks  county,  and  afterwards  at  a private  academy  at 
Wilmington,  Delaware.  When  about  twenty  years  of  age, 
he  commenced  a course  of  medical  studies  at  the  Medical 
Department  of  Rutger’s  College  in  New  York,  and  at  the 
New  York  City  Hospital.  In  1S32,  he  matriculated  at  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  where  he  graduated  in  1834. 
lie  then  practised  medicine  for  a short  time  in  Bucks 
county,  after  which  (in  1835)  he  studied  dentistry  in  Phila- 
delphia, under  Drs.  J.  and  W.  Birkey;  began  practice  as  a 
dentist  in  1836,  and  has  continued  therein  up  to  the  present 
lime  (1874).  During  his  long  course  of  practice,  he  has 
experimented  upon  and  brought  to  perfection  a number  of 
appliances  more  particularly  connected  with  the  depart- 
ment of  mechanical  dentistry.  About  1842,  he  succeeded 
in  perfecting  the  substance  known  as  red  gum  enamel, 
which  had  previously  been  very  difficult  to  manipulate,  and 
also  produced  important  improvements  in  porcelain  teeth. 
On  the  introduction  of  hard  rubber  as  a base  for  artificial 
dentures,  and  while  the  greatest  diversity  of  opinion  ex- 
isted as  to  its  nature,  he  ascertained,  by  a series  of  ana- 
81 


lylieal  and  synthetical  experiments,  its  true  composition 
and  the  best  method  of  working  it,  which,  together  with 
many  new  compounds,  were  laid  before  the  profession  in  a 
series  of  papers  in  the  Dental  Times.  In  1862,  the  hono- 
rary degree  of  D.  D.  S.  was  conferred  upon  him,  and  he 
was  elected  to  the  chair  of  Mechanical  Dentistry  in  the 
Pennsylvania  College  of  Dental  Surgery,  to  which  has 
since  been  added  the  chair  of  Metallurgy,  which  he  still 
holds.  In  1S71,  he  became  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  the 
College.  His  written  productions  are  not  extensive,  being 
confined  chiefly  to  articles  contributed  to  the  Dental  Journals 
and  scientific  papers,  and  a monogram  called  “ Instructions 
in  Vulcanite.”  He  is,  perhaps,  the  oldest  established  dentist 
in  the  city,  certainly  the  first  mechanical  dentist  in  the 
United  States,  and  as  such  and  as  the  veteran  of  the  dental 
profession  enjoys  its  respectful  regard,  lie  was  married, 
in  1S51,  to  Alice  L.,  daughter  of  John  Wright. 

Md 

J.^AZZAM,  IION.  EDWARD  D.,  Physician,  Law- 
G ||  \ yer,  and  Senator,  was  born  in  Pittsburgh,  l’enn- 
(\lj  I sylvania,  May  7th,  1803.  His  father  was  a 

< ■ j prominent  English  journalist  in  the  reign  of 

^ 1 George  III.,  who,  offending  that  government  by 

his  advocacy  of  the  claims  of  the  American  colo- 
nists, was  forced  to  emigrate  and  finally  settled  in  Pitts- 
burgh. The  son  received  a thorough  education  at  the  best 
schools  of  his  day,  and  graduated  from  the  Western  Univer- 
sity of  Pennsylvania.  He  then  studied  law  under  the  lion. 
Richard  Biddle,  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and,  for  a time, 
engaged  successfully  in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  His 
health  failing,  he  relinquished  the  law  and  devoted  himself 
to  the  science  of  medicine,  reading  with  his  brother,  Dr.  J. 
P.  Gazzam,  and  graduating  from  the  Medical  University  of 
Pennsylvania  ; and,  entering  upon  the  life  of  a physician, 
he  pursued  a long,  honorable,  and  highly  remunerative 
career.  In  social  and  political. life  he  acquired  prominence 
proportionate  to  his  professional  success;  attaining  great  in- 
fluence and  holding  many  positions  of  public  trust.  Like 
his  father,  he  was  most  liberal  in  his  views;  an  original 
Free-soiler,  he,  in  company  with  Salmon  P.  Chase  and 
others,  assembled  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  in  1S4S,  and  there 
planted  the  seed  which  germinated  into  the  Republican 
party.  He  was  elected  State  Senator  in  1S56,  and  was 
prominently  mentioned,  in  1S59,  as  the  candidate  of  the 
Republican  party  for  Governor  of  the  State,  but  withdrew 
from  the  contest.  He  was  married,  in  1835,10  Elizabeth 
Antoinette,  daughter  of  Constantine  Antoine  Bulen,  of  I’itts- 
burgh,  the  granddaughter  of  Rahm  de  Bulen  de  Berlhoft, 
who  came  to  the  United  States  about  1783,011  a mission 
from  Joseph  II.,  of  Austria,  and  who,  locating  in  this  coun- 
try, resided  in  Pennsylvania  until  his  death.  He  removed 
from  Pittsburgh  in  1866,  and  has  since  made  his  home  in 
the  cily  of  New  York. 
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\CK.MORE,  JAMES,  Mayor  of  Pittsburgh,  was 
1h)iu  in  Washington  county,  Pennsylvania,  l'eb- 
niary  2d,  1S21.  1 1 is  grandfather  was  Colonel 

in  the  Revolutionary  Army,  and  one  of  the  fust 
settlers  in  Maryland.  James  lllackmore  received 
a very  limited  education,  and,  excepting  a short 
course  at  the  University  in  Pittsburgh,  he  is  a self-taught  man. 
He  moved  to  Pittsburgh  in  1832,  and  went  to  work  for  his 
father,  who  had  charge  of  Brown’s  Pike,  and  shortly  after 
entered  the  lumber  business,  which  he  carried  011  for  seven- 
teen years.  He  the  1 embarked  in  the  coal  trade,  and  has 
continued  therein  from  1S60  to  the  present  time.  He  early 
took  a part  in  politics;  is  a staunch  I >-inocrat,  and  has  been 
a candidate  for  several  offices.  On  one  occasion  lie  was 
nominated  for  County  Treasurer,  and,  during  the  war,  ran 
for  Sheriff.  He  was  elected,  in  1S67,  M ayor  of  Pittsburgh 
by  2S96  majority,  and  was  renominated  during  the  Presi- 
dential campaign  but  was  defeated.  In  1S7 1 , lie  was  re- 
elected Mayor  of  Pittsburgh,  an  office  he  now  holds.  I11 
1869,  lie  was  chosen  President  of  the  Mechanics’  Savings 
Bank,  but  his  official  duties  obliged  him  to  resign.  During 
the  war  he  subscribed  about  $4000  to  help  his  ward.  He 
married,  in  1S44,  Sarah  Jane,  daughter  of  Jacob  Ewart. 
Starling  in  life  a poor  boy,  he  has  worked  his  own  way  to 
position  and  fortune.  He  suffers  from  impaired  health,  but 
attends  to  the  duties  of  his  office  conscientiously  and  ably. 
A thorough  man  of  business,  despatching  matters  with 
promptness  and  decision,  he  is  yet  courteous  and  easily 
accessible. 

TOWE,  DON.  EDWIN  HENRY,  Judge  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh, 
was  born  in  January,  1S26,  in  Beaver,  Beaver 
county,  Pennsylvania.  The  Stowes  were  early 
emigrants  from  the  mother  country  to  New  Eng- 
land, and,  on  the  maternal  side,  are  lineally  de- 
scended from  John  Hart,  of  New  Jersey,  one  of  the  Signers 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  In  1S0S,  his  father 
moved  with  his  family  to  the  Western  Reserve  of  Ohio,  and, 
during  the  War  of  1812,  while  a boy,  carried  the  United 
Stales  Mail  from  Pittsburgh  to  Cleveland.  Edwin  was 
educated  at  Washington  College,  and,  after  completing  the 
usual  course  of  studies,  graduated  in  1845.  In  1S46,  he 
removed  to  Pittsburgh  and  read  law  in  the  office  of  Hon. 
Moses  Hampton,  then  Congressman,  and  until  lately  a judge 
in  one  of  the  courts  of  that  city.  Admitted  to  the  bar  in  1S49, 
he  practised  his  profession  until  1S62,  when  he  was  elected 
a Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  In  1872,  he  was 
re-elected  without  opposition,  receiving  the  cordial  endorse- 
ment of  both  parties.  In  politics,  he  was  originally  a 
Whig,  but,  since  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party, 
has  steadfastly  supported  its  principles.  He  is  popular 
with  all  classes  in  Allegheny  county,  and  is  esteemed  ami 
respected  for  his  invariable  urbanity,  his  learning,  and  his 


benevolent  disposition;  while  acting  officially  in  the  Ciimi- 
nal  Court,  he  has  distinguished  himself  by  his  zealous 
efforts  in  endeavoring  to  encourage  and  reform  those  un- 
fortunates who,  falling  into  evil  courses,  sorely  need  a help- 
ing hand  to  reinstate  them  in  their  own  respect  and  in 
that  of  their  fellow-creatures. 


HITMAN,  BENJAMIN,  Journalist,  was  born 
in  Middletown,  Dauphin  county,  Pennsylvania, 
January  28th,  1S40.  1 1 is  education  was  limited, 

and  was  acquired  at  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  town.  He  early  became  an  apprentice  in 
the  office  of  the  Harrisburg  Telegraph,  and,  having 
learned  his  trade,  taught  school  in  Middletown  for  a lime, 
after  which  he  was  connected  with  newspapers  in  that 
place,  Lancaster  and  Harrisburg.  In  1S61,  he  became 
Associate  Editor  of  the  Erie  Observer,  and,  a year  later, 
one  of  its  owners.  In  April,  1864,  he  purchased  his  part- 
ner’s interest,  has  since  been  sole  proprietor  of  that  paper, 
and  has  succeeded  in  raising  it  from  the  verge  of  bank- 
ruptcy to  an  enviable  prosperity.  Democratic  in  politics,  it 
is  yet  fair  and  liberal  and  has  great  influence.  He  has 
frequently  been  a member  of  Slate  Committees  and  Con- 
ventions, but,  though  prominent  in  politics  and  frequently 
solicited,  has  ever  declined  to  accept  office,  considering  it 
inconsistent  with  the  proper  discharge  of  his  editorial  duties 
so  to  do. 


OWARD,  REV.  WILLIAM  D„  was  born  in 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  July  2Sth,  1814. 
His  parents  were  both  natives  of  the  United 
States,  and  from  his  early  youth  devoted  him  to 
the  ministry.  He  pursued  his  studies  with  that 
intention,  and,  after  receiving  b-is  education  at 
the  Manuel  Latin  Academy  of  Germantown,  and  his  theo- 
logical training  under  the  Rev.  William  Neill,  he  was 
licensed  to  preach,  in  Philadelphia,  October,  1837,  and 
ordained  in  March,  1S38,  when  he  was  installed  pastor  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Franklin,  Pennsylvania.  In 
1S49,  he  accepted  a call  from  and  became  pastor  of  the 
Second  Presbyterian  Church  of  Pittsburgh,  where  he  still 
remains.  Was  made  S.  T.  D.  by  Washington  College, 
Pennsylvania,  in  1853,  of  which  he  was  long  a Trustee. 
Is  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Western  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania,  and  a Director  of  the  Western 
Theological  Seminary  at  Allegheny,  Pennsylvania.  Is  also 
a member  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Missions 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  of  the  General  Assembly’s 
Committee  on  Freedmcn.  His  sermons  are  remarkable 
for  their  eloquence  and  learning,  and  a number  of  them 
have,  by  request,  been  published. 
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)SS,  JAMES,  Lawyer,  United  States  Senator,  etc., 
was  born  in  York  county,  Pennsylvania,  of  Scotch- 
Irish  parents.  1 1 is  education  was  conducted  by 
the  Rev.  Ur.  McMillan,  of  Washington  county, 
and  he  was  designed  by  tliose  having  him  in 
charge  for  the  Presbyterian  Church.  A change 
in  his  profession  is  traditionally  ascribed  to  the  fact  that  one 
day  during  his  course  of  theological  study  under  the  Rev. 
Dr.  McMillan,  having  been  instructed  to  prepare  and 
deliver  a sermon,  he  committed,  rehearsed  it  aloud  from 
an  elevated  position  on  a stump  behind  a haystack,  and 
having  delivered  it  to  his  own  entire  satisfaction,  jumped 
down  from  the  stump,  exclaiming  : “ There,  by  G — 1 ! Old 
McMillan  can’t  beat  that ! ” “ I'm  afraid,  James,”  said  the 

doctor,  who  unseen  had  been  an  attentive  auditor  to  the 
whole,  “ that  you  won’t  answer  for  the  ministry;  you  had 
better  study  law.”  He  took  the  advice,  went  to  Philadel- 
phia, studied,  and  was  there  admitted  to  the  bar;  he  was 
also  admitted  in  Washington  county  and  likewise  in  Pitts- 
burgh on  the  organization  of  the  Allegheny  courts,  about 
the  year  178S.  lie  soon  worked  his  way  into  prominence, 
professionally  and  politically.  He  was  elected  to  the  United 
States  Senate;  was  famous  as  the  greatest  land  lawyer  in 
western  Pennsylvania,  and  was  the  recognized  leader  of  the 
Federal  party  in  his  section  in  the  early  politics  of  the 
country.  In  1799,  1802  and  1S05  be  was  a candidate  for 
Governor  under  the  Federal  banner,  but  failed  to  gain  his 
election,  ile  died  about  1S42. 


c°  ' ,2'  OLLIER,  FREDERICK  HILL,  Associate  Judge 
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of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Allegheny 
county,  was  born  in  Lancaster  county,  February 
25th,  1S26.  His  father,  Rev.  William  Collier, 

1 ).  IX,  was  an  eminent  divine  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  distinguished  for  his  learning  and 
Christian  deportment.  His  ancestors  on  the  maternal  side 
were  Pennsylvania  German,  on  the  paternal,  English  and 
French;  au<l  the  male  ancestors  on  both  sides  were  active 
participants  in  the  Revolutionary  struggle,  and  in  the  War 
of  1 S 1 2.  After  a preparatory  course  at  the  Brookville  Aca- 
demy, situated  near  Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  he 
taught  school  until  means  had  been  saved  for  college  life. 
Then  he  entered  the  Columbia  College,  and,  in  1849, 
graduated  with  high  honors.  Adopting  law  as  his  profes- 
sion, he  studied,  was  examined  and  admitted  to  the  bar  of 
Washington,  District  of  Columbia.  Returning  to  his  native 
State  he  began  practice  in  Pittsburgh,  and  soon  made  his 
mark.  In  1S56,  be  was  elected  District  Attorney,  and  his  : 
term  proved  to  be  one  of  the  most  important  in  the  history 
of  the  Slate;  no  less  than  eighteen  homicides  having  been 
tried,  all,  with  the  exception  of  three,  being  convicted  and 
punished.  His  administration  was  distinguished  by  its 
ability.,  firmness,  integrity  and  impartiality.  In  1.862,  after 


the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run,  and  when  the  Confederate 
General  Lee  was  advancing  northward  through  Maryland, 
he,  with  his  friends,  raised  and  organized  the  139th  Penn- 
sylvania Regiment  of  Volunteers;  of  this  force  he  was 
chosen  to  fill  the  Colonelcy,  and,  entering  at  once  into 
active  service,  he  participated  in  the  battle  of  Aniietam. 
He  remained  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  until  the 
termination  of  the  conflict,  conducting  himself  bravely 
throughout,  and,  subsequently,  was  made  Brigadier-General 
by  brevet,  for  “gallant  and  meritorious  services  during  the 
war.”  Resuming  the  practice  of  his  profession,  in  1S69,  he 
was  elected  Assistant  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
of  Allegheny  county,  a position  he  still  tills  with  recognized 
' dignity  and  capability.  He  was  married,  in  1849,  to  Kate 
King,  daughter  of  William  King,  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  respected  citizens  of  Georgetown,  District  of  Columbia, 
and  sister  of  James  King  of  William,  editor  of  the  Evening 
Bulletin  of  San  Francisco,  who  was  killed  in  the  great 
contest  to  purify  the  State,  and  to  whom  a monument  was 
erected  in  Lone  Mountain  Cemetery  by  the  people  of 
i California. 

YER,  JOHN  L.,  Lawyer,  was  born  at  Shepherds- 
town,  Virginia,  in  August,  1S10.  His  father  was 
Rev.  Dr.  Lewis  Mayer,  a most  talented  and 
prominent  minister  of  the  Reformed  Church. 
His  education  was  conducted  with  great  care; 
after  due  preparation  he  entered  Yale  College, 
and  graduated  therefrom  with  high  honors,  excelling  espe- 
I cially  as  a linguist.  Selecting  the  profession  of  law  imme- 
diately after  quitting  college,  he  located  for  practice  in 
York.  Ills  success  was  quickly  assured,  and  an  extensive, 
lucrative  and  influential  connection  became  his.  He  was 
neither  a politician  nor  speculator,  his  heart  and  in  n 1 being 
in  his  professional  work,  and  that  on'v.  lie  occupied  the 
position  of  counsel  for  a large  number  of  banking,  railroad 
and  other  corporations  in  the  section  in  which  he  resided, 
and  his  practice  extended  to  and  beyond  the  counties 
adjoining  York,  while  his  services  were  very  frequently 
employed  in  cases  pending  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
State,  lie  was  married  to  Julia  L.  Line,  a native  of  Vir- 
ginia. He  died,  August  1 6th , 1874,  of  disease  of  the  heart. 
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V'vi%INCENT,  JOHN  I’„  President  Judge  of  Erie 


county,  was  born  in  Waterford,  Erie  county, 
Pennsylvania,  December  2d,  1S17.  On  the 

paternal  side  he  is  of  French,  and  on  the  mater- 
nal of  Scotch -Irish  extraction,  both  parents  being 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  He  was  educated  at 
Waterford  Academy,  also,  in  addition  to  other  branches  of 
knowledge,  acquired  a fair  acquaintance  with  Greek,  I alin 
and  the  higher  mathematics.  \fter  abandoning  school-life 
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lie  was  engaged  for  a period  of  two  years  in  working  on  a 
farm,  and  subsequently  devoted  bis  attention  to  a thorough 
course  of  legal  study  and  research,  being  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  1841.  In  1849,  he  associated  himself  in  partnership 
with  J.  C.  Marshall,  sustaining  these  relations  until  1854. 
In  1S60,  he  became  the  candidate  of  Erie  county  for  the 
President  Judgeship  of  the  Sixth  Judicial  District,  then 
composed  of  Erie,  Crawford  and  Warren  counties.  In 
1862,  he  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
re-elected  in  lS6j;  in  the  latter  year  he  was  the  candidate 
of  the  Republican  party  of  the  House  for  Speaker,  and  look 
a leading  part  in  the  prevailing  legislation.  In  1866,  he 
was  elccled  additional  Law  Judge  of  the  Sixth  District  fur 
ten  years;  and,  in  1S74,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  that  year,  became  President  Judge  of  the  Sixth 
District,  a position  he  still  lills.  lie  was  married,  in  1845, 
to  Harriet  S.  Shadouck,  of  Erie. 

<V?r$=> 

ORWARD,  DON.  WALTER,  Lawyer  and  States- 
man, was  born  in  Hartford  county,  Connecticut, 
about  1 7S5  ; and,  while  quite  young,  removed  to 
Pittsburgh,  where  he  studied  law  with  Hon. 
Henry  Baldwin.  His  remarkable  native  talent 
secured  for  him  a surprisingly  rapid  progress  in 
classical  and  professional  studies,  and,  according  to  data 
furnished  by  the  court  records,  lie  was  admitted  to  practice 
in  Allegheny  county,  November  12th,  1S06.  He  served 
one  or  two  terms  in  Congress,  and  was  noted  for  his  strong 
and  able  advocacy  of  high  tariff  measures.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1837-’ 38,  and 
took  a prominent  and  influential  position  among  his  col- 
leagues in  that  body.  He  was  a member  of  the  congres- 
sional caucus  that  nominated  William  II.  Crawford  for  the 
Presidency,  but,  wishing  to  show  his  dislike  to  the  con- 
gressional caucus  system,  strongly  supported  Jackson. 
Upon  the  accession  of  the  Whig  party  to  power  in  1841, 
President  Harrison  appointed  him  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
After  the  death  of  that  President,  his  political  views  not 
being  in  accord  with  those  of  the  administration  of  Tyler, 
he  resigned  his  office,  although  his  resignation,  through  the 
advice  and  persuasion  of  Daniel  Webster,  then  Secretary 
of  Slate,  was  delayed  for  a considerable  length  of  time.  In 
1849,  he  was  appointed  Minister  to  Denmark,  and,  after  a 
residence  of  two  years  in  Copenhagen,  resigned  in  order  to 
accept  the  position  of  President  Judge  of  the  District  Court 
of  Allegheny  county,  an  office  to  which  he  had  been  elected 
during  his  absence  abroad  ; it  is  noteworthy  that  he  was  the 
first  President  Judge  of  Allegheny  county  elected  by  the 
people,  and  at  this  time  was  in  the  sixty-seventh  year  of  his 
age.  Firm  in  his  devotion  to  principle,  and  staunch  in  his 
advocacy  of  his  conceptions  of  right,  he  was  nevertheless 
courteous  to  his  opponents  and  calmly  just  in  his  judgments, 
“ His  eloquence  was  of  that  stirring  and  earnest  cast  which 


bore  down  all  opposition  and  convinced  the  hearer  that  the 
speaker  himself  felt  the  truth  of  every  word  he  uttered.” 
l'he  older  members  of  the  bar  of  Allegheny  county  unite, 
without  a single  dissentient  voice,  in  pronouncing  him  the 
ablest  lawyer  of  his  time  in  western  Pennsylvania;  and  at 
bis  decease,  November  25th,  1852,  a universal  regret  was 
manifested  in  that  section  of  the  country  where  he  was 
known  and  admired. 


EAVER,  HENRY  A.,  Merchant,  was  born  in 
Freeport,  Armstrong  county,  Pennsylvania,  April 
1st,  1S20.  His  parents,  Benjamin  "and  Nancy 
Weaver,  of  Dutch  and  German  descent,  were 
born  in  Adams  county,  Pennsylvania,  but  removed 
to  Allegheny,  of  which  county  his  father  was 
-Sheriff  from  iSqo-’qq.  Ilis  early  education  he  received  at 
the  hands  of  the  father  of  the  late  Governor  Geary,  and  his 
later  at  the  schools  of  Pittsburgh.  At  twenty  he  engaged  in 
mercantile  pursuits.  In  January,  1857,  he  was  elected 
Mayor  of  Pittsburgh  for  one  year,  and  was  re-elected  in 
185S,  by  a large  majority,  for  two  years.  In  1861,  during 
the  Civil  War,  he  was  appointed  Commissary  of  Subsistence, 
with  the  rank  of  Major,  a position  he  held  until  1862.  lie 
was  next  appointed,  by  President  Lincoln,  United  States 
Assessor  of  Internal  Revenue  for  the  Twenty-second 
District  of  Pennsylvania,  in  which  office  he  served  until 
1869,  when  he  engaged  in  the  banking  business.  He  is 
President  of  the  Monongahela  Savings  Bank,  and 
Director  and  Manager  in  a large  number  of  other  corpora- 
tions. He  was  married,  in  1S43,  to  Eliza,  daughter  of 
Colonel  William  Arthurs,  of  Minersville,  which  is  now  a 
portion  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh. 


OYD,  STEPHEN  G.,  President  of  the  Peach 
Bottom  Railway  Company,  was  born  in  Peach 
Bottom  township,  York  count/; ' Pennsylvania, 
December  61I1,  1S30.  His  father,  Jolm  C.  Boyd, 
was  a native  of  the  same  place;  his  mother, 
Martha  (Farmer)  Boyd,  was  of  English  extrac- 
tion. Ilis  preliminary  education  was  attained  in  the  neigh- 
boring schools  of  the  county,  whence  he  was  transferred  to 
the  Millersville  Normal  School,  in  Lancaster  county,  Penn- 
sylvania. Falling  into  possession  of  his  father’s  farm  he 
then  interested  himself  in  agricultural  pursuits,  laboring  on 
the  farm  during  the  summer  months,  and  teaching  school  in 
his  native  township  during  the  winter.  He  was  employed 
in  this  manner  until  1S59,  when  he  located  in  Millersville 
for  nearly  three  years;  returning  in  1862,  he  took  charge 
of  the  Wrightsville  High  School,  and  acted  as  its  head  and 
director  for  two  years  and  more.  In  1S66,  he  moved  to 
York,  Pennsylvania,  and,  in  connection  with  Professor 
lleiges,  established  a normal  school.  In  the  fall  of  1S66, 
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he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature  on  the  Democratic  ticket, 
and  served  through  the  winters  of  1 867  arid  1868.  In  1869, 
he  was  elected  County  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools  for 
a term  of  three  years.  While  serving  his  constituents  in  the 
Legislature  he  devoted  himself  assiduously  to  secure  for  his 
county  extensive  and  greatly  needed  internal  improvements. 
During  his  first  session  he  passed  a bill  incorporating  the 
York  & Chance-ford  Turnpike  Company,  and,  upon  its 
organization,  was  elected  a Director  of  the  Board.  The 
second  winter  he  secured  the  passage  of  a bill  incorporating 
the  Peach  Bottom  Railway  Company,  a road  extending  from 
Oxlord,  in  Chester  county,  to  York,  Pennsylvania,  a distance 
exceeding  sixty  miles  ; such  a road  was  greatly  needed  by 
the  inhabitants  of  the  section  through  which  it  passed,  and, 
in  the  organization  of  its  company  he  was  elected,  and 
still  continues,  President. 


ING,  JOSIA1I,  Merchant  and  Newspaper  Pro- 
prietor, was  born  in  Waterford,  Erie  county, 
Pennsylvania,  October  3d,  1807.  On  the  paternal 
side  he  is  of  English  and  Irish  extraction,  on  the 
maternal  of  Scotch  and  Irish,  lie  was  educated 
at  Waterford  Academy,  in  his  native  place,  and 
at  twelve  years  of  age  was  apprenticed  to  a storekeeper  for 
seven  years.  When  in  his  twentieth  year  he  moved  to 
Pittsburgh,  and  was  employed  in  a dry  goods  jobbing  house, 
lie  was  the  first  agent  at  Pittsburgh  of  the  first  line  of  canal 
freight  and  passenger  boats,  and  in  1831  became  associated 
with  John  Dalzell  in  the  wholesale  grocery  and  produce 
business.  This  connection  lasted  for  five  years,  when  the 
firm  of  King  & Holmes,  shipping  and  forwarding  merchants, 
was  formed,  which  continued  in  existence  for  ten  years, 
lie  then  purchased  an  interest  in  the  Eagle  Cotton  Works, 
forming  the  firm  of  King,  Pcnnock  & Co.,  which  was  dis- 
solved in  1S65.  In  1S66,  he  became  part  owner  of  the 
Pittsburgh  Gazelle,  under  the  firm-name  of  King,  Reid  & 
Co.,  in  which  business  he  is  at  present  engaged.  The 
Gazelle  was  established  in  1 7 S6,  by  John  Scull,  and  is  the 
oldest  journal  west  of  the  Alleghenies.  In  1828,  he  voted 
for  Jackson,  and  from  that  date  uniformly  supported  the 
Democratic  party  and  its  principles  in  State  and  convention 
until  1 836—’ 38,  when,  losing  confidence  in  the  Van  Buren 
administration,  he  became  Whig  or  Republican.  In  1S37, 
he  was  a member  of  the  Common  Councils  of  Pittsburgh. 
In  1844,  he  was  Chairman  of  Allegheny  County  Clay  Club, 
and  presided  at  several  of  the  annual  nomination  conven- 
tions of  the  Republican  party,  and  in  this  year  also,  was 
elected  to  the  Select  Councils,  a position  which  he  resigned 
in  the  following  year.  He  has  been  a School  Director, 
Trustee  of  the  Western  University,  and  Manager  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Reform  School  or  House  of  Refuge;  for 
many  years  he  was  an  active  member  of  the  Board  of 
Trade. 


1>ODGE,  REV.  ARCHIBALD  ALEXANDER, 
C >4  ^ D.  D.,  the  eldest  son  of  Dr.  Charles  Hodge,  w as 
born  at  Princeton,  New  Jersey,  in  July,  1S23. 
He  graduated  from  the  College  ol  New  Jersey  in 
w 1S43,  and  after  acting  for  one  year  as  Tutor, 

entered  the  Princeton  Theological  Seminary;  on 
leaving  this  institution  he  was  ordained  as  a Missionary, 
and  sailed  for  India  in  August,  1S47.  I-'or  two  years  he 
was  stationed  at  Allahabad,  when,  in  order  to  save  the  life 
of  his  wdfe,  he  returned  to  the  United  States  in  May,  1850, 
and  the  next  year  accepted  the  charge  of  a church  at  Lower 
West  Nottingham,  Maryland.  In  the  fall  of  1855  he 
resigned  from  his  first  charge  to  accept  a call  to  Fredericks- 
burg, Virginia..  While  there  he  composed  his  Outlines  of 
Theology,  which  were  published  in  i860.  On  the  breaking 
out  of  the  Civil  War  in  1861,  he  returned  to  the  North  and 
became  the  pastor  of  the  church  at  Wilkesbarre,  Pennsyl- 
vania. In  May,  1864,  he  was  elected  by  the  General 
Assembly  to  the  chair  of  Didactic,  Historical  and  Polemical 
Theology  in  the  Western  Theological  Seminary,  and  re- 
moved to  Allegheny  City.  In  the  fall  of  1867,  he  published 
his  views  on  the  Atonement,  and  in  1S69  his  Commentary 
on  the  Confession  of  Faith.  In  1862,  the  College  of  New 
Jersey  conferred  on  him  the  degree  of  D.  D.  II  is  Outlines 
of  Theology  has  long  been  a text  book  in  England  and 
Scotland,  and  has  been  translated  into  the  Welsh  and 
Spanish  languages,  while  The  Commentary  on  the  Confession 
of  Faith,  was  translated  into  llindoostanee. 


ROSS,  IION.  A.  II.,  M.  D.,  President  of  Select 
Council  for  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  was  born  in 
Germany,  January  9th,  1821.  In  1831,  he  came 
with  his  parents  to  the  United  Stales,  and  located 
in  Pittsburgh  with  them  in  1833.  Here  he  studied 
medicine  under  Dr.  Herman  Gross;  was  a 
matriculate  of  Jefferson  College,  in  Philadelphia,  in  1838, 
and,  in  1840,  received  from  Marburg,  Germany,  the  honor- 
ary degree  of  M.  I).  In  1841,  he  commenced  the  practice 
of  his  profession  in  Indiana  county,  Pennsylvania,  and 
remained  thereuntil  1849,  when  he  removed  to  East  Liberty, 
where  he  has  since  been  engaged  professionally,  except 
when  interrupted  by  the  calls  of  official  duty.  lie  has  been 
twice  elected  to  the  Presidency  of  the  Allegheny  County 
Medical  Association,  and  is  widely  known  as  a skilled 
physician  and  learned  scientist.  He  early  identified  him- 
self w ith  the  Democratic  party,  and,  in  1861,  was  elected 
as  a Union  Democrat  to  the  State  Legislature.  Subse- 
quently, his  industry  and  ability  rendered  his  services  of 
such  value  to  his  constituency  that  the  Republican  party 
supported  him  warmly,  and  he  was  re-elected  until  1S64, 
when  he  declined  a re-nomination.  When  Governor 
Curtin,  by  authority  of  the  Legislature,  organized  a corps 
of  surgeons  for  the  special  relief  of  the  Pennsylvania 
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Volunteers  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  he  was  among  the 
first  to  tender  his  services,  and  to  receive  his  commission. 
He  was  assigned  to  duly  under  Surgeon  General  Smith, 
and  rendered  valuable  service  at  the  battles  at  Yorktown, 
and  Williamsburg.  Since  the  consolidation  of  East  Liberty 
with  the  city  of  Pittsburgh  he  has  taken  an  active  interest  in 
municipal  affairs,  and  since  1S6S,  has  been  a member  of 
Select  Council.  During  the  illness  of  the  late  James 
MeAuley,  his  predecessor  as  President  of  that  body,  he  was 
frequently  called  upon  to  preside,  and  when  the  chair  be- 
came vacant,  was  elected  to  the  position  by  acclamation. 
Having  entered  with  zest  into  military  affairs  in  early  man- 
hood, he  raised  in  1 S37— ’3S,  the  First  German  Cavalry  Com- 
pany of  Pittsburgh,  and  also  during  his  residence  in  Indiana 
county,  received  from  General  Porter  in  1842  his  commission 
as  captain,  and  from  Governor  Shunk  in  1S45,  h's  commis- 
sion as  major.  When  in  1S62,  General  Lee  was  threatening 
Pennsylvania,  his  company  from  East  Liberty  was  the  first 
to  respond  to  the  call  of  the  Governor,  and  start  for  Hagers- 
town, Maryland. 


0^WEITZER,  GENERAL  JACOB  BOWMAN, 
‘-’S'*?  Lawyer  and  Soldier,  was  born  at  Brownsville, 
Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania,  July  4th,  1S21. 
His  great-grandfather,  Ludwig  Sweitzer,  a native 
of  Switzerland,  came  to  the  United  States  in  1725, 
and  settled  in  Philadelphia,  where  his  grandfather 
was  horn,  who,  after  arriving  at  maturity,  engaged  in  farm- 
ing at  Doylestown,  Pennsylvania,  and  became  a Mennonite 
preacher;  his  father,  born  in  Doylestown,  went  early  to 
Hagerstown,  Maryland,  and  became  a clerk  for  Colonel 
Rochester,  until  that  gentleman  removed  to  western  New 
York,  where  he  founded  the  present  city  of  Rochester.  He 
and  Mr.  Perrine  then  purchased  the  business  at  1 Iagerstown, 
and  prosecuted  it  for  several  years.  In  1810,  they  disposed 
of  their  interest  in  the  establishment,  and  shortly  after,  he, 
though  under  thirty  years  of  age,  was  elected  Sheriff  of 
Washington  county,  Maryland,  by  a hitherto  unparalleled 
majority;  after  the  expiration  of  his  official  term,  be  trav- 
elled through  the  South,  with  a view  to  settlement  in  that 
region,  but  finding  the  climate  uncongenial,  returned  to 
Hagerstown,  having  been  during  his  absence  nominated 
and  elected  to  the  Maryland  Legislature,  where  he  served 
one  term.  While  in  this  place,  he  purchased  some  3000  or 
4000  acres  of  land  in  western  Pennsylvania,  of  the  firm  of 
Turnbull,  Marmie  & Company,  of  which  Robert  Morris 
was  a member,  and  which  had  established  the  first  iron 
works  west  of  the  Alleghenies,  on  Jacob’s  creek,  that  stream 
forming  a portion  of  the  boundary  line  between  Fayette  and 
Westmoreland  counties.  Jacob  Bowman,  a native  of 
Hagerstown,  Maryland,  whose  ancestors  had  came  from 
Holland,  had  been  trained  for  business  in  the  store  of  Col- 
onel William  Elliott,  and  having  married  the  niece  of  his 
employer,  was  sent  to  Brownsville,  Pennsylvania,  in  17S4, 


to  establish  a branch  store,  and  was  the  first  person  to  trans- 
port a wagon-load  of  store  goods  over  the  Alleghenies, 
lie  established  also  a nail  manufactory  in  that  place,  and 
made  the  first  cut  nails  west  of  the  mountains.  Altera  long 
and  honorable  career,  he  died  in  1849,  at  the  age  eighty- 
four  years,  having  been  the  first  President  of  the  Mononga- 
hela  Bank,  founded  about  1812,  at  Brownsville,  until  his 
decease,  when  lie  was  succeeded  by  bis  eldest  son,  who,  at 
his  death,  was  succeeded  by  another  son,  who  retained  the 
Presidency  until  his  decease  in  1S73.  Henry  Sweitzer  was 
married  to  the  daughter  of  Jacob  Bowman  about  1S17,  and 
subsequently  settled  at  Brownsville,  where  he  became 
largely  interested  in  the  leading  manufacturing  establish- 
ments of  that  section  of  Pennsylvania,  also  in  various 
steamboat  enterprises,  and  in  the  improvement  of  river 
navigation  ; his  death  occurred  in  1852,  while  in  the  sev- 
enty-third year  of  his  age.  Ann  Elliott  Sweitzer,  second 
child  of  Jacob  Bowman,  still  lives,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four 
years,  and  retains  in  a remarkable  degree  her  physical  and 
intellectual  powers.  Jacob  Bowman  Sweitzer  graduated 
from  Jefferson  College,  Cannonsburg,  Pennsylvania,  in 
1843,  and  entered  upon  the  study  of  the  law  with  Hon.  T. 
M.  T.  McKennan,  of  Washington  county,  Pennsylvania, 
and,  having  been  admitted  to  the  bar,  November  1 ith,  1845, 
removed  to  Pittsburgh  in  1846,  and  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession.  During  the  administration  of  General 
Taylor,  he  was  appointed  United  States  District  Attorney 
for  the  Western  District  of  Pennsylvania,  and  discharged 
the  duties  of  that  office  with  fidelity  and  ability.  He  con- 
tinued his  practice  until  1S61,  when  he  entered  the  Union 
army  as  Major  of  the  33d  Independent  Regiment  of  Penn- 
sylvania, commanded  by  Colonel  Samuel  W.  Black,  con- 
taining twelve  companies,  and  raised  by  direct  authority  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  but  later,  in  November  1861,  num- 
bered the  62(1  Pennsylvania  regiment.  II is  major’s  com- 
mission bore  date  July  41I1,  1861.  Early  in  August,  this 
force  proceeded  to  Harrisburg,  whence,  after  an  encamp- 
ment of  twelve  days,  it  moved  via  Baltimore  to  Washing- 
ton, and  shortly  after  was  ordered  across  toe  river,  and  as- 
signed to  the  defence  of  Fort  Cochran,  opposite  George- 
town ; it  was  there  placed  in  the  Second  Brigade  of  Fitz 
John  Porter’s  Division,  after,  the  First  Division,  Fifth 
Corps;  that  brigade  consisted  of  the  141I1  New  York,  the 
41I1  Michigan,  the  9th  Massachusetts,  and  the  63d  Penn- 
sylvania regiments,  and  was  kept  together  during  their 
whole  term  of  service.  November  19th,  1861,  he  was  com- 
missioned Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  continued  with  his  com- 
mand on  the  front  line  until  the  opening  of  the  spring  cam- 
paign, when  he  participated  in  all  the  movements  in  the 
Peninsula.  Having  succeeded  to  the  command  upon  the 
death  of  Colonel  Black  at  the  Seven  Days’  Fight,  he  was 
taken  prisoner  June  27th,  1S72,  and  confined  in  Libby 
Prison  until  the  following  August  14th,  when  he  was  ex- 
changed, and  resumed  his  command  at  I Iarrison’s  Landing, 
where  he  found  awaiting  him  his  commission  as  colonel, 
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hearing  date  August  91I),  1S62,  conferred  fur  “gallant  and 
meritorious  conduct  on  tile  field  of  battle.”  1 1 is  command 
having  been  transported  by  water  from  Newport  News  to 
Acquia  creek,  joined  the  army  of  Pope  at  Falmouth,  and 
after  an  active  participation  in  the  disastrous  campaign 
which  followed,  entered  with  McClellan  upon  the  Maryland 
campaign.  When  the  latter  was  succeeded  by  General 
Burnside,  at  Warrenton,  Virginia,  various  changes  and  pro- 
motions  left  a vacancy  in  the  command  of  his  brigade  which 
fell  to  him  as  senior  Colonel,  and  he  continued  in  command 
until  mustered  out  of  service  July  131I1,  1S64,  having  parti- 
cipated in  the  battle  and  siege  of  Yorklown,  and  in  the 
actions  at  I Ianover  Court  House,  Meehanicsville,  Chicka- 
hominy,  Gaines’  Mill,  Malvern  Ilill,  Harrison’s  Landing, 
Second  Bull  Run,  Antietam,  Blackford’s  Ford,  Kearnys- 
ville,  Fredericksburg- — where  he  won  especial  distinction 
and  w as  severely  wounded — Mud  March,  Chnncellorsville, 
Gettysburg,  Frankslown,  Rappahannock  Station,  New  Hope 
Church,  Mine  Run,  Wilderness,  Laurel  I [ill,  Spottsylvania, 
North  Anna,  Little  River,  Shady  Grove  Church,  Bethesda 
Church,  Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg,  and  Jerusalem  Road,  in 
many  of  which  he  won  flattering  recognition  of  his  distin- 
guished gallantry,  notably,  his  brevet  commission  as  Briga- 
dier-General, M irch  13th,  1S65.  After  being  mustered 
out,  he  returned  to  Pittsburgh,  and  lived  in  retirement  until 
his  appointment  by  General  Grant  in  1S69,  as  Supervisor 
of  Internal  Revenue  for  the  Western  District  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, which  position  he  retained  until  the  district  was 
consolidated  with  others  in  1S73.  In  November  of  this 
year,  he  was  appointed  Pruthonotary  of  the  Supreme  Court 
for  the  Western  District  of  Pennsylvania,  an  office  he  still 
tills.  He  has  been  a member  of  Councils,  and  is  now 
President  of  the  Young  Men’s  Mercantile  Library  Associa- 
tion, also  a member  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Poor, 
and  Director  of  Dixmont  Hospital,  and  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Reform  School.  He  was  married  June  15th,  1852,(0  Mary 
Holmes,  daughter  of  Dr.  Henry  Stevenson,  and  grand- 
daughter of  Dr.  George  Stevenson  and  John  Darragh,  old 
and  prominent  citizens  of  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania. 


1 

(fill 

J5) 


of 


IDDLE,  I ION.  RICHARD,  Lawyer  and  Con- 
gressman, was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylva- 
nia, March  25th,  1796.  1 1 is  family  have  a name 

noted  in  the  history  of  the  United  States.  His 
education  w'as  thorough.  At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen, he  entered  the  volunteer  service  during  the 
1812,  and  remained  therein  until  1.814.  At  the 


War 

close  of  the  war,  he  studied  law  with  his  elder  brother, 
William  S.  Biddle,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1S17. 
11c  then  removed  to  Pittsburgh,  and  commencing  practice, 
in  spite  of  several  natural  drawbacks,  quickly  won  promi- 
nence in  his  profession.  In  1828,  he  visited  Europe,  and 
returning  to  Pittsburgh  in  1832,  resumed  practice  till  1836, 


when  he  was  elected  to  Congress  as  a member  of  the  Whig 
parly.  In  1838,110  was  re-elected,  but  resigned  in  1S40  on 
account  of  ill  health  and  distaste  for  congressional  life. 
During  his  legislative  career  he  made  a marked  impression 
as  a man  of  unusual  force  and  ablility.-  June  17th,  1S44, 
he  was  married  to  Ann  Eliza,  eldest  daughter  of  John  An- 
derson, of  Pittsburgh.  For  some  lime  before  his  death,  his 
health  was  much  broken,  but  lie  attended  to  his  professional 
duties  with  his  usual  energy  and  capacity  until  the  last.  lie 
died  July  6tli,  1S47. 

♦<>• 

UIDEKOPER,  HARM  JAN,  an  early  settler  of 
Crawford  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  founder 
of  the  family  in  this  country,  was  born  at  Iloge- 
veen,  Holland,  April  3d,  1776.  1 1 is  parents 

were  devoted  strictly  to  the  Mennonite  and  (Is 
vinistic  doctrine,  and  he  was  raised  in  the  atmos- 
phere of  severe  religion.  II  is  education  w'.as  limited  in 
his  early  days,  but  afterwards  was  improved  by  the  kindness 
of  an  elder  brother  who  also  furnished  him  means  to  emi- 
grate to  America,  where  he  arrived  in  1796.  He  spent  a 
year  in  Cazenovia,  New  York,  and  for  five  years  was  located 
in  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  part  of  this  time  occupying  a posi- 
tion in  the  Holland  Land  Company.  In  1S02,  he  removed 
to  Philadelphia,  employed  as  bookkeeper  by  the  company 
at  their  office  in  that  city.  In  January,  1805,  he  became 
agent  of  the  company  in  northwestern  Pennsylvania,  and 
arrived  at  Meadville  during  a time  of  great  excitement  and 
almost  open  revolt  against  the  title  of  the  company  by  the 
occupants  of  the  land.  1IL  fearlessness,  honesty,  and  sound 
judgment  in  this  time  of  danger  finally  conquered  the  trou- 
ble and  reconciled  the  malcontents.  In  1836,  the  company 
disposing  of  all  its  lands  in  this  country,  lie  bought  the 
tracts  under  his  care.  September  1st,  1806,  he  married 
Rebecca,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Esther  (McDowell)  Cal- 
houn, who  was  born  October  15th,  I 779,  and  (licit  October 
22<1,  1839,  the  mother  of  seven  children.  Upon  his  mar- 
riage he  established  his  home  in  MeacNjlle,  where  he  ever 
after  lived,  devoting  his  leisure  to  literary  pursuits,  publish- 
ing for  two  years  the  Essayist,  a paper  devoted  to  liberal 
Christianity.  He  founded  and  endowed  the  Unitarian 
Theological  School  at  Meadville,  in  which  town  he  died 
May  22(1,  1S54. 


(5  ^ 

ILLIAMS,  PROF.  LORENZO  D.,  Postmaster  of 
Meadville,  was  born  at  Cazenovia,  New  York, 
March  71  h,  I Si  3.  Ilis  father  was  a Methodist  min- 
ister, Rev.  Benojnh  Williams,  and  his  mother,  Je- 
rusha  (Smith).  He  was  educated  at  the  Genesee 
Wesleyan  Seminary,  Lima, New  York, and  in  1846 
received  the  degree  of  A.  M.  from  Allegheny  ( ollege.  He 
then  engaged  in  teaching,  at  lust  in  a private  school  in  New 
York  State,  and  afterwards  as  principal  of  Asbury  Seminary, 
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Ohio.  About  1S43,  ho  established  a seminary  at  Western 
Star,  Ohio,  where  he  continued  until  1S46,  when  he  was 
called  to  the  chair  of  Natural  Science  at  Allegheny  College, 
Meadville,  a position  he  retained  until  1S61,  when  here- 
signed  to  join  the  army  as  Chaplain  of  the  tilth  Regiment 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  In  1 863.  he  resigned  his  Chap- 
lainship and  returned  to  Meadville.  In  1 86S,  he  occupied 
the  chair  of  Professor  of  Chemistry  at  the  Genesee  College, 
New  York,  from  which  post  he  retired  to  accept  a charge 
on  the  Cochranlon  Circuit  of  the  Erie  Conference,  lie 
was  appointed  as  Postmaster  at  Meadville,  Pennsylvania, 
in  January,  1874,  a position  he  now  holds.  May  4th,  1 S3 7 , 
he  was  married  to  Olive  T.  Warren,  of  Genesee,  New 
York,  and  has  four  children;  one  son,  Dr.  A.  M.  Williams, 
graduated  at  Allegheny  College  in  1870;  a daughter,  Mary 
Addle,  graduated  in  1874  from  the  same  institution;  his 
oldest  daughter,  Louisa,  married  S.  G.  Brock,  lawyer,  of 
Missouri,  and  his  other  son,  O.  L.  Williams,  is  a farmer  in 
Crawford  county. 


EVIN,  ROBERT  P.,  Author  and  Journalist,  was 
born  near  Strausburgh,  Franklin  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, in  1S20.  While  in  his  infancy,  his 
parents  removed  to  a farm  situated  within  a mile 
of  Shippensburg,  Cumberland  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  he  resided  until  1832,  when  he 
went  to  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  where  he  received  his  rudimen- 
tary education.  The  following  six  years  were  passed  in 
Niles,  Michigan,  and  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania.  In 
1839,  he  commenced  a collegiate  course  at  Jefferson  Col- 
lege, Cannonsburg,  Pennsylvania,  then  under  the  Presidency 
of  Rev.  Matthew  Brown,  1).  I).,  graduating  in  1S42.  Not 
feeling  disposed  to  embrace  a profession,  lie  entered  into 
partnership  with  his  brother,  T.  II.  Nevin,  in  the  drug  and 
white  lead  business,  in  Pittsburgh.  While  in  business,  he 
devoted  his  leisure  hours  to  writing  poems  and  sketches  for 
the  newspapers  and  magazines,  some  of  the  most  notable 
of  the  latter  being  Stephen  C.  Poster  and  Negro  Minstrelsy, 
published  in  the  jUlanlic  Monthly  of  November,  1867;  also, 
Tom  the  Tinker,  in  Lippincolf s Magazine  of  October, 
1868,  w hich  excited  much  comment.  1 1 is  principal  literary 
production,  entitled  Mack- Robes,  or  Sketches  of  Missions 
anti  Ministers  in  the  Ilih/erness  anil  on  the  Border,  was 
published  by  the  house  of  I.ippincott  & Co.,  in  Philadelphia, 
in  1872,  and  contains  much  valuable  and  interesting  matter 
connected  with  early  American  history.  In  1870,  he  re- 
tired from  the  drug  and  white  lead  business  and  purchased 
an  interest  in  the  Weekly  (Sunday)  J.ecider.  Shortly  after, 
the  Daily  I.eader  was  established,  and  he  became  con- 
nected with  it  as  part  Proprietor  and  Editor,  and  still 
occupies  that  position.  lie  resides  in  Sewickley  Valley,  on 
the  Ohio  river,  some  thirteen  miles  from  Pittsburgh,  on  the 
line  of  the  Pittsburgh,  Fort  Wayne  & Chicago  Railroad. 


He  was  married,  in  1850,  to  Elizabeth  D.  Oliphant,  daugh- 
ter of  F.  U.  Oliphant,  proprietor  of  the  Fairchance  Iron 
Works,  near  Umonlown,  Pennsylvania. 


IIILL IPS,  COLONEL  W ILLIAM,  Manufacturer, 
was  born  near  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  about 
the  year  1814.  llis  parents  were  both  of  Irish 
1 ^ ^ descent.  Being  early  left  fatherless,  his  educa- 
lion  devolved  upon  his  mother,  who  well  per- 
formed her  duty.  Early  in  life  he  entered  the 
works  of  Page  & Blakewell,  in  order  to  learn  the  glass 
business.  Mastering  it  fully,  he  became  one  of  the  firm 
of  Whitehead,  Ihmsen  & Phillips,  in  the  same  trade,  and 
finally  started  new  works,  with  his  brother,  under  the  firm- 
name  of  R.  B.  & W.  Phillips,  which,  on  his  brother’s 
retirement,  became  Phillips  A Best.  He  also  ventured  in 
the  iron  business,  and  with  J.  E.  Brown  and  others  built  a 
rolling  mill  at  Kitlanning,  which  likewise  proved  success- 
ful. He  retired  from  active  business  in  1862,  and  at  that 
time  his  rent  roll  in  the  Second  Ward  alone  was  over. 
$20,000  per  annum.  Just  after  this  he  accepted  the  posi- 
tion of  President  pro  tempore  of  the  Allegheny  Railroad, 
and  soon  after  became  actual  President;  he  succeeded  in 
relieving  this  deeply  involved  corporation  of  its  heavy 
debt,  extended  its  lines  and  made  it  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful roads  in  the  country — all  this  by  his  personal  exer- 
tions and  influence.  In  early  life  he  was  a Democrat,  but 
during  the  war  gave  his  services  and  money  cheerfully  in 
the  cause  of  the  Union.  For  more  than  twenty  consecutive 
years  lie  represented  the  Second  Ward  in  the  City  Councils, 
and  at  one  time  was  Chairman  of  nearly  all  the  leading 
standing  committees.  The  amount  of  direct  and  indirect 
good  he  conferred  upon  his  city  is  incalculable.  lie  was 
at  one  time  a member  of  the  firms  of  William  M.  Lyon  & 
Co.,  Nimiek  A Co.,  the  I’rosphor  Bronze  Company,  and  a 
glass  firm.  He  was  an  organizer  and  director  of  several 
banks,  insurance  and  deposit  companies.  He  died  April 
141I1,  1S74. 


OMPTON,  COLONEL  JOHN  B.,  Lawyer,  was 
born  in  Crawford  county,  Pennsylvania,  Novem- 
ber 17th,  1S35.  1 1 is  family  are  of  Welsh  and 

English  extraction,  one  of  his  ancestors  having 
been  Bishop  of  London.  1 1 is  grandfather,  David 
Compton,  early  settled  in  Meadville,  coming 
from  Monmouth  county,  New  Jersey.  He  had  seven 
brothers  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  Colonel  David  and 
Eliza  (Brooks)  Compton  were  the  parents  of  John  B.  He 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Meadville,  and 
graduated  from  Allegheny  College  an  A.  B.  and  A.  M.  in 
1861.  He  had  enlisted  in  the  army  during  his  senior  year, 
but  obtained  a furlough  to  return  and  graduate.  He  served 
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in  the  83d  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  for  about 
two  years,  ami  was  discharged  in  October,  1862,011  account 
of  wounds  received  at  Gaines’  Mill  and  Malvern  Ilill.  In 
1863,  lie  commanded  a company  against  the  “ Morgan 
Raid,”  and  the  same  year  was  elected  l’rothonotary  for 
Crawford  County.  After  the  expiration  of  his  official  term, 
he  studied  law  with  Phinney  & Douglass,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  January,  1S68.  I11  1S64,  at  a State  election, 

he  was  appointed  one  of  the  Commissioners  to  take  Soldiers’ 
vote  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  was  made  Secretary 
of  the  delegation  and  saved  the  records  of  the  election 
when  a conspiracy  had  been  formed  to  destroy  them.  In 
1 87 1,  he  associated  with  I).  'I'.  McKay  in  the  practice 
of  the  law;  was  Chairman  of  the  Republican  County  Con- 
vention, in  1S72,  and  is  at  present  Attorney  for  the  county 
and  Solicitor  for  the  Building  and  Loan  Association  of  the 
city;  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows’ I Iome  Association  of  western  Pennsylvania,  Colonel 
and  Aide-de-Camp  to  Governor  Hartranft  and  the  nominee 
of  the  Republican  party  for  the  State  Legislature.  He  was 
married,  November  12th,  1S63,  to  Fannie  E.  Kingsley, 
of  Springfield,  Massachusetts;  three  children  have  been 
born  to  them,  two  of  whom  are  living. 


o/p/fli  ENNETT,  JAMES  L,  Iron  Manufacturer,  was 
born  in  Crawford  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  1S22, 
and  when  he  was  but  two  years  of  age  his 
parents  removed  to  Franklin,  Venango  county. 
His  ancestors  were  among  the  first  settlers  of 
western  Pennsylvania,  and  of  the  old  Presby- 
terian stock.  When  in  his  fifteenth  year,  he  was  employed 
as  a clerk  in  the  store  of  Robert  Lambertson,  in  Franklin, 
and  afterward  filled  a similar  position  with  the  late  Myron 
Park.  In  1841,  through  Hon.  John  Ilowe,  he  obtained  a 
situation  in  the  grocery  store  of  Myers  & Richey,  of  Pitts- 
burgh, remaining  there  for  nearly  three  years.  I11  1S44, 
he  entered  into  partnership  as  a member  of  the  firm  of 
English,  Gallagher  8:  Co.,  in  a wholesale  and  retail  grocery 
business.  The  great  fire  of  April  loth,  1S45,  entirely  de- 
stroyed the  slock  in  trade  of  that  establishment,  and  the 
firm  was  subsequently  dissolved.  In  the  fall  of  1845,  with 
his  partner,  William  B.  English,  he  started  for  the  seaboard 
to  purchase  a fresh  supply  of  goods  entirely  on  credit,  and 
thus  the  firm  of  English  & Bennett,  general  grocers,  was 
organized.  In  this  business  he  continued  until  1854,  when, 
with  other  capitalists,  he  leased  the  Clinton  Rolling  Mill, 
and  the  firm  of  Bennett,  Marshall  & Co.  was  established. 
Subsequently,  the  firm  of  Graff,  Bennett  & Co.  was  formed 
for  the  manufacture  of  merchant  bar  iron,  nails,  etc. ; the 
house  is  still  in  existence  and  is  one  of  the  most  extensive 
manufactories  in  the  country,  while  its  members  were  the 
first  to  erect  a blast  furnace  in  Pittsburgh.  I11  conjunction 
with  his  partners,  he  afterward  purchased  the  mill  known 
82 
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as  the  Mill  Vale  Rolling  Mill,  on  the  Allegheny  river  near 
the  mouth  of  Girty’s  run,  which  was  one  of  the  earliest 
constructed  mills  in  the  county.  He  is  interested  also  in 
the  Isabella  Furnaces,  and  is  importantly  connected  with 
various  other  manufacturing  and  industrial  interests  in  this 
section  of  the  State.  He  is  President  of  the  Ewalt  Bridge 
Company  and  a prominent  director  in  many  other  local 
institutions.  He  was  chairman  of  the  committee  recently 
elected  by  the  creditors  of  the  Allegheny  Valley  Railroad, 
and  on  that  occasion  evinced  admirable  judgment  anil 
ability.  lie  was  connected  with  the  Superior  Rail  Mill  Com- 
pany, and  was  President  of  it  for  a time;  he  took  an  active 
part  also  in  the  construction  of  the  Pittsburgh  Locomotive 
Works,  which  has  since  proved  an  eminently  successful 
enterprise,  and  in  which  he  is  still  an  influential  director. 
Ilis  residence  is  near  Superior  Station,  on  the  Pittsburgh, 
Port  Wayne  &:  Chicago  Railroad.  He  is  a zealous  member 
of  the  First  Methodist  Church,  in  Fifth  avenue,  Pittsburgh, 
and  has  been  connected  with  it  since  1S43. 


(r'VV  OPdNSGN,  GENERAL  A 
' ' Y A11^#lie"y  City,  Pent 
y.  white  child  born  (Dece 


WILLIAM,  first  Mayor 
ennsylvania,  was  the  first 
(December  17th,  17S5)  west 
r of  the  Allegheny  river.  He  early  became  familiar 
with  Indian  warfare,  and  in  childhood  his  home 
was  defended  by  his  mother  from  an  attack  of  the 
red-skins,  with  whom  he  had  frequent  contests  until  they 
were  driven  westward ; with  those  who  remained,  the 
Cornplanters,  he  was  in  friendly  intercourse  until  his 
death.  He  received  a classical  education  and  graduated 
at  Princeton,  then  studied  law  with  Hon.  Janies  Ross  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar,  but  never  engaged  in  practice. 
At  the  death  of  his  father,  James  Robinson,  he  became 
owner  of  an  extensive  tract  of  land  upon  which  a portion 
of  Allegheny  City  now  stands,  and  for  years  was  largely 
interested  in  commercial  and  manufacturing  pursuits.  His 
title  as  general  he  held  by  virtue  of  a commission  in  the 
State  Militia.  He  was  connected  with  the  “Aaron  Burr 
conspiracy,”  in  1S06.  His  enterprise  and  personal  influ- 
ence were  zealously  and  beneficially  exerted  in  many  of  the 
internal  improvements  of  Pennsylvania,  especially  in  the 
building  of  canals,  to  which  he  devoted  lands,  and  in  the 
construction  of  the  Ohio  & Pennsylvania  Railroad,  upon 
the  success  of  which  he  ventured  his  entire  fortune.  He 
aided  in  building  the  first  iron  mill  in  Pittsburgh  and  the 
first  suspension  bridge  over  western  waters,  lie  was  l’resi-  ) 
dent  of  the  Exchange  Bank  of  Pittsburgh,  member  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Legislature,  first  Mayor  of  Allegheny  City, 
and  built  a portion  of  Allegheny  City  which  he  named 
Buena  Vista,  calling  the  streets  therein  after  the  battles 
of  the  Mexican  War.  He  was  patriotically  active  in  the 
late  civil  conflict,  and  his  grandson,  Captain  William 
O’Hara  Robinson,  gave  his  life  in  defence  of  the  Union  at 
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the  fight  in  the  Wilderness.  lie  was  married,  July  3d,  1S10, 
to  Mary,  daughter  of  Captain  Alexander  Parker,  of  Carlisle, 
Pennsylvania,  who  was  an  officer  of  the  Revolutionary  War 
and  the  founder  of  Parkersburg,  Pennsylvania.  He  died 
February  25th,  1S68. 


AJEED,  JOSEPH  A.,  M.  I).,  was  born  in  Washing- 
ton county,  Pennsylvania,  December  31st,  1823. 
His  grandparents  were  early  settlers  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, and,  on  the  paternal  side,  he  is  of  Scotch 
extraction.  He  was  educated  at  Washington 
College  in  1842,  anti,  in  1847,  graduated  in  medi- 
cine at  Jefferson  College.  In  April  of  that  year,  he  re- 
moved to  Allegheny  City,  anti  there  practised  his  profes- 
sion for  ten  years.  He  was  then  elected,  by  the  Board  of 
Managers,  Superintendent  and  Physician  of  the  Insane 
Department  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  organ- 
ized by  himself  at  the  time  of  his  election.  He  urged  the 
managers  to  erect  a separate  hospital  for  the  insane  at  Dix- 
mont,  and  induced  the  Legislature  to  grant  large  appropria- 
tions to  erect  one  of  the  most  extensive  buildings  for  the 
insane  in  the  State.  Since  1S57,  he  has  resided  in  Dix- 
mont,  and  has  won  widespread  fame  as  a skilled  physician 
and  a philanthropic  and  enterprising  citizen,  lie  has  been 
appointed  on  several  commissions,  by  the  Legislature  of 
the  State,  in  the  interests  of  the  insane,  and  his  views  and 
opinions  concerning  the  subject  of  insanity  in  all  its  various 
forms  are  received  by  the  profession  with  great  considera- 
tion. While  residing  in  Allegheny,  he  was  elected  Physi- 
cian to  the  School  of  Reform,  when  that  institution  was 
organized.  Of  the  new  hospital  at  Dixmont,  he  has  still 
entire  charge,  and  is  admirably  fitted  to  care  for  its  five 
hundred  and  more  suffering  inmates.  lie  has  been  twice 
married,  and  from  these  unions  have  sprung  six  children, 
all  of  whom  are  living. 


' Q 

/-4'TIRIST,  SAMUEL,  Lumber  Merchant  and  Einan- 
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cier,  was  born  in  the  city  of  Lancaster,  Pennsyl- 
vania, June  23d,  1S23.  His  parents,  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Hoffman)  Christ,  were  natives  of  the 
same  place.  lie  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  Lancaster,  and  there,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two,  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits.  In  January, 
1849,  he  sailed  for  the  Pacific  coast  in  one  of  the  first  ves- 
sels that  left  Philadelphia  for  California  at  the  outbreak  of 
the  gold  fever.  A year  later,  he  returned  to  Pennsylvania, 
and,  in  the  fall  of  1S51,  settled  in  Lock  Haven,  There  he 
purchased  a large  tract  of  timber  land  and  interested  him- 
self in  lumbering,  in  which  trade  he  has  since  been  actively 
and  extensively  engaged.  Subsequently,  he  became  the 
proprietor  of  a large  saw-mill  which  has  at  times  manufac- 
tured and  sent  into  the  market  5,000,000  feet  of  lumber 
per  annum ; but  this  valuable  establishment  was  entirely 


destroyed  by  fire  in  1873.  For  six  years  he  was  a member 
of  the  Town  Council,  and,  during  a portion  of  that  time,  its 
President,  lie  was  one  of  the  prominent  organizers  of  the 
Gas  Works,  and  is  the  largest  stockholder,  also  President 
of  that  company,  whose  capital  stock  is  875,000.  He  has 
been  a Director  in  the  First  National  Bank  of  Lock  Haven 
since  its  organization  in  1S64;  and,  is  President  of  the 
Great  Island  Bridge  Company,  which  has  a capital  stock 
of  825,000;  this  bridge  connects  the  Great  Island  with  the 
main  land,  and  the  island  contains  four  farms,  in  all,  about 
five  hundred  acres  of  finely  cultivated  land.  With  two 
other  capitalists,  he  bought  the  OKI  Academy  Lot,  in  Lock 
Haven,  and  erected  on  it  a magnificent  block  of  brick 
buildings,  which  is  160  by  60  feet,  and  contains  commo- 
dious and  elegant  stores  and  offices.  The  Lock  Haven 
Boot  and  Shoe  Factory  is  located  in  this  structure,  and  is 
an  extensive  industry  w ith  a capital  stock  of  850,000,  em- 
ploying about  fifty  hands,  and  manufacturing  goods  to  the 
value  of  8120,000  per  annum;  in  this  enterprise  he  has  a 
very  considerable  moneyed  interest.  He  w as  married,  in 
January,  1S57,  to  Julia,  daughter  of  Stephen  Gould,  of 
Williamsport,  Pennsylvania. 


FED,  DAVID,  Lawyer,  District  Attorney  of  the 
United  Stales  for  the  Western  District  of  Penn- 
sylvania, was  born  in  Washington-, county,  Penn- 
sylvania, November  I2th,  1821.  Ilis  ancestors 
for  two  generations  were  native  Pennsylvanians. 
He  was  educated  at  Washington  College  and 
graduated  from  that  institution  in  1843,  and  immediately 
commenced  the  study  of  law'  with  Hon.  T.  M.  T.  Me  Ken- 
nan,  concluding  his  course  under  the  lion.  William  Mc- 
Lennan, now  Circuit  Judge  of  the  United  States  Courts, 
and  gaining  admittance  to  the  bar  in  the  fall  of  1S46,  at 
Washington,  lie  removed  to  Pittsburgh  in  the  spring  of 
1847,  and  has  since  remained  in  that  city  engaged  in  a very 
extensive  and  lucrative  practice.  He  was,  for  six  or  seven 
years,  a member  of  the  Select  and  Common  Councils  of 
the  city,  and,  in  1S74,  was  appointed  by  President  Grant  to 
the  position  which  he  now  occupies  ; he  resigned  his  seat 
in  the  Select  Council  upon  accepting  the  appointment. 


I 


J. I 6) 

AcVEAGII,  WAYNE,  Law'yer,  was  born  in  Chester 
county,  Pennsylvania,  April  19th,  1S33.  lie 
graduated  at  Yale  College  in  the  class  of  1853, 
and,  adopting  the  profession  of  the  law,  was 
admitted  to  the  bar,  April  26th,  1S56.  Having 
entered  upon  the  active  practice  of  the  profession, 
he  became  District  Attorney  of  Chester  county,  and  re- 
mained so  for  three  years.  During  the  Civil  War  he 
served  as  captain  of  militia  cavalry  in  1S62,  and  as  major 
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on  tin:  stuff  of  Major-General  Couch  during  1S63.  During 
the  last  named  year,  he  was  also  Chairman  of  the  Repub- 
lican State  Central  Committee  of  Pennsylvania  for  both  the 
Presidential  and  Gubernatorial  campaigns.  Under  the 
first  administration  of  President  Grant  he  was  appointed 
United  States  Minister  to  Constantinople.  In  1S72,  he 
was  elected  as  a Republican  delegate  representing  the 
Twelfth  Senatorial  District,  composed  of  the  counties  of 
Dauphin  and  Lebanon,  to  the  Constitutional  Convention. 


ARTON,  JOHN,  Lawyer,  was  born  in  Pittsburgh, 


Eebruary  22d,  1822,  his  parents  having  come  from 
Ireland  in  1816.  1 1 is  education  was  confined  to 

the  common  schools  of  his  native  city.  After 
leaving  school  he  studied  law  for  one  year;  then 
followed  river  engineering  for  three  years  and 
became  an  adept  in  river  navigation.  Going  back  to  his 
law  studies,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Pittsburgh  in 
May,  1S45,  since  which  time  he  has  never  been  without  a 
large  clientage.  Much  of  his  success  is  due  to  his  exten- 
sive acquaintance  with  what  are  known  in  western  Penn- 
sylvania as  the  “ river  men,”  the  confidence  and  esteem  of 
which  class  he  possesses  in  the  highest  degree.  Being  one 
of  the  ablest  lawyers  in  Pittsburgh,  he  has,  during  his  prac- 
tice, been  retained  in  many  important  cases.  In  the  sum- 
mer of  1S74,  he  was  engaged  as  leading  counsel  in  the 
great  oil-pipe  line  suit  agitating  the  railroad  and  petroleum 
interests  of  the  Slate,  llis  son,  Edward  F.  Barton,  was 
the  projector  of  the  great  scheme  for  carrying  the  product 
of  the  oil  wells  through  pipes  to  the  Philadelphia  market, 
and,  as  it  came  into  conflict  with  the  carrying  trade  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad,  litigation  as  to  right  of  way  was 
the  result.  He  himself  has  been  a Republican  ever  since 
the  party  existed,  but  is  no  politician. 


OC1IRAN,  ALEXANDER  G , Lawyer,  was  born 
in  Allegheny  City,  Pennsylvania,  March  20th, 
1845.  His  father,  John  T.  Cochran,  was  for 
many  years  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  Pitts- 
burgh bar,  and  subsequently  removed  to  New 
York  City,  where  he  continued  to  practise  his 
profession  with  much  success  until  his  demise.  Alexan- 
der’s education  was  acquired  in  his  native  city  and  at 
Phillip's  Academy,  in  Andover,  Massachusetts,  presided 
overby  Dr.  Taylor.  Deal  ing  school  in  1S61,  he  removed 
to  New  York  in  the  following  year,  and,  entering  the  office 
of  his  father,  became  engaged  in  the  study  of  law  until 
1 864.  At  that  date  he  entered  Columbia  Law  School,  was 
afterward  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  entitled  to  practise  in 
all  the  courts  of  New  York  State.  April  iSlli,  1 866,  he 
returned  to  Pittsburgh,  where  he  has  since  chiefly  resided 


and  acquired  an  extensive  and  prosperous  practice.  He 
has  never  held  any  public  position,  and  is  strongly  disin- 
clined to  allow  himself  to  be  involved  in  political  strife. 
During  the  Horace  Greeley  campaign,  however,  he  was 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Speakers,  in  Allegheny 
county,  and  has  uniformly  sustained  the  Democratic  party, 
its  principles  and  its  measures,  being  regarded  by  that  or- 
ganization as  an  able  and  efficient  ally.  September  1st, 
1874,  he  was  nominated  by  acclamation  by  the  Democratic 
party  for  Congress  from  the  Twenty-third  District  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 


' /i’ViRANT,  BENJAMIN,  Lawyer,  was  born  in  Erie 
county,  Pennsylvania,  April  24th,  1822.  His 
father  was  a farmer.  After  receiving  an  educa- 
tion at  the  Waterford  Academy,  he  studied  law 
with  Galbraith  <k  Graham,  of  Erie,  and  in  Octo- 
ber, 1S45,  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  He  entered 
into  law  partnership  with  Judge  Thompson,  late  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania,  and  they 
gained  a large  practice,  especially  winning  reputation  in 
important  land  and  railroad  suits.  In  1858,11c  was  Demo- 
cratic candidate  for  the  Senate,  and  changed  the  Republican 
majority  of  2500  in  Erie  county  to  a majority  for  himself 
of  2400,  but  was  defeated  by  the  rest  of  the  district.  At  the 
commencement  of  the  Civil  War  he  entered  the  service  a 
Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  1st  Regiment  of  Yolunteers  from 
northwestern  Pennsylvania.  He  is  an  author  of  repute; 
his  three  volumes  of  Pennsylvania  legal  reports  known  as 
Grant's  Cases  are  considered  a necessity  by  the  profession, 
lie  is  still  in  practice,  his  son  Frank  VC  being  associated 
professionally  with  him.  He  was  twice  married,  his  first 
wife  being  Sarah  Faulkner,  of  Erie,  his  second,  Maria  E. 
Wilder,  of  Putney,  Vermont. 


DM,  MATTHIAS,  was  born  in  Lancaster, 
August  17th,  17S9.  He  was  of  Swiss-German 
descent  and  a life-long  active  and  consistent 
member  of  the  Moravian  Church;  his  grand- 
father, the  Right  Rev.  Michael  Zahm,  having  been  a dis- 
tinguished Bishop  of  that  denomination.  His  father,  also 
named  Matthias,  was  a well-known  citizen  ol  Lancaster  in 
the  olden  time.  Having  received  as  good  an  education  as 
the  schools  of  the  lime  afforded,  he  learned  the  trade  of  a r 
gunsmith  and  followed  it  for  a number  of  years.  On 
August  17th,  1832,  he  was  appointed  Court  Crier;  for  ten 
years  prior  to  this  date  he  had  served  as  tipstaff.  I-or 
thirty-six  years  continuously,  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
Lancaster  School  Board  as  Janitor,  the  longest  continuous 
term  of  service,  it  is  believed,  in  the  common-school  cause 
since  the  inauguration  of  the  system  in  the  State.  For 
thirtv  years  he  followed  the  business  of  an  auctioneer  of 
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real  estate  in  connection  with  his  official  duties,  lie  was 
married,  January  lylh,  1S12,  to  Eve  Maria  Myers,  of  Lan- 
caster. Eur  forty-two  years  he  was  crier  of  the  several 
courts,  there  having  only  been  three  since  the  organization 
of  the  court,  nearly  one  hundred  years  ago.  lie  was  a 
man  of  genial  disposition,  great  native  wit,  warm  heart  and 
general  intelligence.  He  ever  recalled  with  justifiable 
pride  the  fact  that  he  was  the  author  of  the  first  petition 
ever  written  in  favor  of  the  Married  Y/oman’s  Law.  lie 
presented  the  petition  written  in  rhyme,  and  it  excited  much 
favorable  comment  at  the  time,  and  was  conducive  of  such 
beneficial  results  that  he  might  well  claim  to  be  the  author 
of  that  most  excellent  law.  He  died  August  12th,  1S74, 
and  the  members  of  the  Lancaster  Bar,  men  eminent  in 
law,  society  and  politics,  anil  also  the  School  Board,  in 
special  meetings  paid  exceptionally  high  tribute  to  his 
memory. 


.LARD,  JAMES  R.,  Journalist,  was  born  at 
Madison,  Lake  county,  Ohio,  Sept.  24th,  1S44. 
He  received  his  preparatory  instruction  at  Olivet 
College,  Michigan,  and  graduated  at  Dartmouth 
College,  Ilanover,  New  Hampshire,  in  1S67. 
lie  attended  law  lectures  at  the  University  of 
Michigan  in  1 S67— ’ 6S,  and  continued  his  legal  studies  under 
Judges  Worden  and  Morris  of  Port  Wayne,  Indiana,  until 
[une,  186S,  when  he  became  editor  and  part  owner  of  the 
Fort  ! I'd fiw  Daily  Gazette.  The  following  year  he  pur- 
chased an  interest  in  the  Erie  (Pennsylvania)  Daily  Dis- 
patch, with  which  paper  he  is  now  connected.  In  Febru- 
ary, 1S73,  he  was  sent  to  Copenhagen,  as  bearer  of  United 
States  dispatches  to  Denmark.  He  received  the  appoint- 
ment of  Collector  of  Customs  of  the  District  of  Erie  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1S74,  and  still  holds  that  office.  He  was  married  in 
January,  1S71,  to  Julia  M.  Hobart  of  Union  City,  Michigan. 


AYS,  GENERAL  ALEXANDER,  Soldier  and 
Engineer,  was  born  in  Venango  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, in  1S20.  He  received  a good  English 
education,  and  being  appointed  in  1839,  to  West 
Point,  graduated  in  the  class  of  1S44,  with  Gene- 
ral Grant  and  others  who  subsequently  won  high 
distinction  in  military  pursuits.  July  1st,  1844,  he  was 
commissioned  Brevet  Second  Lieutenant,  4th  United  States 
Infantry,  and  served  with  this  organization  until  transferred 
to  the  8th  United  Stales  Infantry,  June  tSth,  1S46,  and 
commissioned  First  Lieutenant  for  “gallant  conduct  on  the 
fields  of  I'alo  Alto  and  Rcsaca  de  la  Palma.”  Afterward, 
being  assigned  to  recruiting  service  in  western  Pennsylvania, 
he  raised  in  a short  time  a large  body  of  men  with  which 
he  proceeded  to  Vera  Cruz,  whence  he  marched  to  the 
relief  of  the  garrison  at  Puebla.  He  was  subsequently 


appointed  Assistant  Adjutant-General  for  the  expedition 
under  General  Joe  Lane,  in  its  operations  against  Urrea  and 
the  guerillas  infesting  the  country  contiguous  to  the  City  of 
Mexico,  and  contributed  greatly  to  its  ultimate  success. 
After  the  close  of  the  Mexican  War  he  resigned,  April  12th, 
1848,  and  became  engaged  as  a civil  engineer  upon  im- 
portant works  in  California,  and  later,  in  western  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion  found  him 
employed  in  the  construction  of  a bridge  for  the  Allegheny 
Valley  Railroad.  lie  was  among  the  first  to  volunteer, 
and  speedily  raised  a company  of  three  months’  men,  known 
as  the  City  Guards,  and  composed  mainly  of  the  sons  of  the 
wealthiest  and  most  prominent  citizens  ol  Pittsburgh.  It 
was  probably  the  first  full  company  to  depart  for  the  seat 
of  war,  anil  was  mustered  in  as  a part  of  the  12th  Regiment, 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  In  the  organization  of  the  regi 
ment  he  was  elected  Major,  with  the  express  stipulation 
that  he  was  not  to  separate  himself  from  his  company,  more 
than  two-thirds  of  which  afterward  entered  the  three  years’ 
service  with  commissions,  of  which  proportion  one-half 
became  field  officers.  In  the  summer  of  1861,  he  was 
appointed  Captain  of  the  16th  United  States  Infantry,  but  at 
the  expiration  of  the  three  months’  service  returned  to  Alle- 
gheny county  where  he  recruited  the  63d  Regiment  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers,  with  which  he  reported  at  Washington 
in  the  following  fall,  and  was  finally  assigned  to  the  com- 
mand of  General  Phil.  Kearney,  whose  notice  he  soon 
attracted  by  his  heroic  conduct,  and  a close  intimacy  speedily 
grew  up  between  the  two  soldiers.  He  led  his  command 
at  Yorktown,  Williamsburg,  Seven  Pines,  Fair  Oaks,  Gaines’ 
Ilill,  White  Oak  Swamp,  Malvern  Ilill  and  Groveton, 
where  he  was  severely  wounded.  While  being  borne  from 
the  field,  though  suffering  excruciating  pain,  he  could  not 
repress  the  exuberant  spirit  ever  animating  him,  and  he 
ordered  his  negro  servant  “ Pomp  ” to  “ bring  him  a cork 
and  stop  the  hole  in  his  leg  or  he  would  bleed  to  death.” 
September  291I1,  1S62,  he  was  commissioned  Brigadier- 
General  of  Volunteers,  and  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel, 
United  States  Army.  The  Third  Brigade,  Casey’s  Division, 
Ileinlzelman’s  Corps,  being  in  a state  of  confusion  and 
mutiny,  General  Ileintzelman,  recognizing  the  executive 
abilities  of  “ Sandy  Hays,”  selected  him  for  that  command. 
He  summarily  quelled  all  signs  of  disorder,  and,  under 
him,  the  brigade  did  gallant  service  in  many  hard-fought 
struggles.  After  the  action  at  Chanccllorsville,  Lee,  by  a 
daring  strategic  movement,  forced  his  way  into  Maryland 
and  Pennsylvania,  until  confronted  at  Gettysburg,  July  1st, 
by  the  Union  forces;  General  Hays,  in  command  of  tfie 
Third  Division,  Second  Corps,  was,  July  3d,  opposed  by 
the  Confederate  Corps  of  General  A.  P.  Ilill,  under  whom 
was  General  George  E.  Picket,  with  other  classmates  and 
comrades;  and  it  was  his  command  that  so  gallantly  hurled 
back  the  rebel  cohorts  of  Hill  in  that  desperate  charge 
which,  turning  the  tide  of  the  battle,  ensured  a final  victory, 
file  trophies  of  that  day  were  twenty  banners  and  flags, 
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with  three  thousand  stands  of  arms,  and  he  killed  and 
captured  nearly  twice  the  number  of  his  own  force.  During 
the  action  he  had  two  horses  killed  under  him,  while  every 
member  of  his  staff  was  unhorsed  ; he  lost  fourteen  of  his 
twenty  mounted  orderlies,  anil  all  his  colonels ; lieutenant- 
colonels  commanded  his  brigades,  and  lieutenants  his  regi- 
ments. lie  participated  also  at  Auburn,  Bristoe  Station, 
Locust  Grove,  Morton’s  P'ord  and  the  Wilderness,  where, 
Thursday,  May  5th,  1864,  he  was  slain — the  hero  of 
thirty-two  battles — at  the  head  of  his  own  regiment  while 
cheering  and  sustaining  his  men  against  an  overwhelming 
and  desperate  array  of  enemies.  He  was  married,  in  April, 
1S48,  to  Anna,  daughter  of  John  Ik  McFadden,  an  old  and 
respected  citizen  of  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania. 


MORRIS,  JOHN  F.,  Prothonotary  for  Crawford 
county,  Pennsylvania,  was  born  in  Meadville, 
August  22d,  1S35,  his  parents  being  Levi  L.,  and 
Nancy  (McKnight)  Morris.  1 1 is  father  came 
from  England,  and  his  mother  from  Northampton 
county,  Pennsylvania;  the  former  died  when  J.  F. 
Morris  was  a child,  lie  was  educated  at  a local  private 
school.  He  entered  the  army  August  15th,  1861,  as  cap- 
tain of  Company  B,  83d  Pennsylvania  Volunteers;  was 
wounded  in  three  places  at  the  battle  of  Gaines’  Mill, 
and  was  taken  prisoner.  Exchanged  after  two  months,  he 
was  discharged  September,  1S62,  on  account  of  wounds 
which  rendered  him  unfit  for  service.  In  1863,  he  was 
elected  Register  and  Recorder  for  Crawford  county,  declin- 
ing in  consequence  an  appointment  as  Lieutenant-Colonel 
in  the  Invalid  Corps;  the  office  he  held  three  years.  He 
then  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  till  December,  1872, 
when  he  was  elected  Prothonotary  for  Crawford  county, 
lie  holds  a commission  as  major  in  the  State  militia.  Mar 
tied  to  Libbie  A.  Otlerstatter  of  Meadville,  September  15th, 
1861,  he  has  had  six  children,  three  of  whom  survive. 


EG  LEY,  DANIEL,  Capitalist,  Merchant,  etc., 
was  born  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  April  loth, 
1S02.  His  father  Jacob,  was  a native  of  Frank- 
fort, Germany,  his  more  remote  ancestors  having 
been  prominent  in  the  Reformation.  1 1 is  educa- 
tion was  limited,  but  he  possessed  great  natural 
intelligence,  energy  and  industry,  and  having  inherited 
large  wealth,  he  from  early  life,  carried  on  successfully  at 
the  same  time,  mercantile  business,  the  manufacture  of 
bricks,  coal  trade,  and  transportation  of  goods  east  and  west 
by  road-teams,  before  the  days  of  railroads.  The  portion 
of  Pittsburgh  known  as  East  Liberty,  (founded  by  his 
father),  in  which  his  life  was  spent,  owes  its  success  mainly 


to  his  enterprise.  Being  an  extensive  landholder,  lie,  about 
1850,  laid  out  a great  many  building  lots  which  he  disposed 
of  at  moderate  rates,  thereby  affording  the  poor  and  thrifty 
an  opportunity  to  acquire  a homestead,  lie  was  a staunch 
Whig  in  politics,  and  afterwards  a Republican,  being  elected 
by  the  latter  party  to  the  State  Legislature  in  1S5S.  lie 
was  active  in  party  politics,  but  never  sought  or  desired 
office.  In  religious  faith  and  doctrine  he  was  a Presbyterian 
of  the  old  school.  lie  was  unostentatious,  conscientious 
and  liberal,  a friend  to  the  poor  and  deserving,  an  honest, 
strong,  sensible  gentleman,  lie  died  at  his  home,  Decem- 
ber 4th,  1867. 


AGNER,  CHARLES  V.,  Manufacturer,  was  born 
in  Philadelphia,  January  13th,  1796,  being  the  son 
of  Philip  Hagner,  and  the  grandson  of  Frederick 
Hagner,  who  emigrated  to  America  from  Ger- 
many in  1745.  Both  his  father  and  grandfather 
were  prominent  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  and 
served  as  commissioned  officers  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
Charles  V.  Hagner  received  his  education  at  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  commenced  life  as  clerk  in  a mer- 
chant’s office.  After  about  a year  spent  in  this  position,  he 
entered  his  father’s  mill  at  the  Falls  of  Schuylkill,  and  re- 
mained there  in  a subordinate  capacity  until  1S17,  in  which 
year  his  father  retired,  and  he  assumed  the  absolute  control 
of  the  business.  In  1S20,  he  bought  a water  power  at 
ManayunkjOf  the  Schuylkill  Navigation  Company,  removed 
there,  and  erected  a mill  especially  adapted  to  the  manu- 
facture of  oils  and  the  grinding  of  drugs.  Before  this  time 
the  grinding  or  powdering  of  drugs  had  been  done  by  hand 
exclusively,  with  pestle  and  mortar,  and  to  him  belongs  the 
distinction  of  being  the  founder  of  the  system  of  powdering 
drugs  by  machinery.  He  successfully  introduced  the  im- 
provement, for  many  years  held  an  entire  monopoly  of  this 
whole  trade,  and  notwithstanding  much  adverse  criticism, 
brought  it  to  a favorable  issue.  In  1823,  he  added  to  his 
works  a fulling  mill,  and  caused  to  be  made  a number  of 
power  looms  for  weaving  satinets,  which  were  the  first 
power  looms  ever  used  in  Pennsylvania  for  weaving  woollen 
goods.  Thus  he  was  also  the  pioneer  in  the  introduction 
of  looms,  and  his  establishment  became  the  birthplace  of 
the  vast  woollen  manufacturing  industry,  which  now  sends 
forth  its  busy  hum  not  otdy  along  the  banks  of  the  Schuyl- 
1,  but  throughout  the  entire  Keystone  State.  In  1838, 
his  factories  were  burned  down,  and  he  then  left  M.-fllayunk, 


and  in  the  following  year  removed  to  Philadelphia,  where 
he  took,  for  the  purposes  of  his  business,  the  old  I.ancas- 
terian  School  Building,  which  he  fitted  with  every  possible 
appliance  for  the  grinding  of  heavy  drugs.  The  business 
has  been  continued  with  the  greatest  success  to  the  present 
time  (iS74),and  it  is  the  representative  house  in  this  branch 
of  trade.  In  addition  to  his  prominence  as  an  enterprising 
merchant,  lie  became  noteworthy  for  his  public  spirit,  and 
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his  exertions  for  the  welfare  of  the  community.  He  it  was 
who  established  the  first  post-office  at  Manayunk,  and  kept 
it  running  for  several  years  by  his  own  individual  efforts, 
lie  was  commissioned  by  Governor  Wolfe  as  a magistrate 
of  Manayunk,  and  it  was  through  him  that  the  first  stage 
was  run  between  Manayunk  and  Philadelphia.  In  1832, 
during  the  cholera  epidemic,  he  exerted  himself  manfully 
for  the  sufferers,  lie  has  been  conspicuous  among  the 
schools  of  the  State,  and  done  much  to  increase  their  effi- 
ciency. He  has  made  his  mark  in  his  generation,  and  in 
common  with  many  successful  men  attributes  no  small  share 
of  that  success  to  the  powerful  influence  for  good  exerted 
upon  him  in  his  young  days  by  his  mother.  lie  is  the  author 
of  Early  Ilhlory  of  Falls  of  Schuylkill  and  Manayunk,  an 
interesting  record  of  the  men  and  customs  of  early  times. 
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ILFILLAN,  I ION.  CALVIN  W.,  Lawyer  and 
Hanker,  was  born  in  Lawrence  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, February  20th,  1S32.  Ilis  father  was  a 
native  of  the  same  county  ; his  mother,  Jane 
(Adams)  was  a resident  of  Beaver  county.  His 
preliminary  education  was  acquired  in  neighbor- 
ing schools,  and  while  in  his  twentieth  year,  he  commenced 
a four  years  course  of  studies  at  Westminster  College,  in 
New  Wilmington,  Lawrence  county,  after  which  he  was 
engaged  in  teaching  for  about  two  years.  In  1857,  he  was 
elected  County  Superintendent  of  Schools  in  and  for  Mercer 
county,  continuing  to  discharge  the  duties  of  that  office  until 
1S59,  when  he  resigned.  In  the  same  year  he  removed  to 
Venango  county,  and  commenced  the  practice  of  law,  hav- 
ing previously  perfected  himself  in  the  theory  of  that  profes- 
sion. In  1S61,  he  was  appointed  District  Attorney  of  this 
county,  vice  Charles  E.  Taylor,  who  resigned  from  that  posi- 
tion in  order  to  enter  the  army,  and  with  whom  he  eventu- 
ally became  associated  as  a law  partner.  In  1S62,  he  was 
regularly  nominated  and  elected  to  the  same  office,  and 
held  it  for  three  succeeding  years.  In  1868,  he  was  elected 
to  Congress  from  the  then  twentieth  district  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, for  the  term  of  two  years,  by  the  Republican  party. 
In  1S70,  he  was  renominated,  but  owing  to  local  dissen- 
sions, failed  to  secure  an  election  ; during  his  term  as  rep- 
resentative, he  was  placed  on  several  important  committees, 
notably,  those  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  on  Pensions. 
He  is  largely  interested  in  banking,  and  in  real  estateopera- 
tions,  and  is  President  of  the  Lamberton  Savings  Bank  of 
Franklin.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Penn  Fire 
Insurance  Company  of  Philadelphia,  and  by  his  influence 
caused  a large  subscription,  from  his  locality,  to  the  stock 
of  that  corporation.  In  the  advancement  of  all  matters  of 
public  improvement,  he  is  warmly  interested,  and  i-. 
noted  as  a generous  and  earnest  worker.  He  was 
married  in  1S5S,  to  Lizzie  Lamberton  of  Franklin, 
Pennsvlvania. 
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VTfl  ETTIS,  IION.  S.  NEWTON,  was  born  at  Lenox, 
Ohio,  October  10th,  1827,  the  son  of  Solomon 
and.  Ruth  (House)  Pettis.  He  was  educated  at 
Farming  and  Jefferson  Academies,  Ohio,  and, 
after  reading  law  with  the  Hon.  Joshua  R.  Gid- 
dings,  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  at  Meadville, 
Pennsylvania,  in  1S50.  He  was  appointed  counsel  for  the 
county  of  Crawford  in  1856,  1S57,  and  1S5S,  and  defended 
the  county  in  most  important  suits.  In  1S60,  he  was  a 
member  of  the  conventions  that  nominated  President  Lin- 
coln and  Governor  Curtin.  March  25th,  1861,  he  was 
appointed,  by  President  Lincoln,  an  Associate  Judge  of  the 
United  States  Supreme  Court  of  Colorado  Territory;  his 
resignation  thereof  was  accepted  in  1862.  He  was  an 
intimate  personal  friend  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  the 
eulogy  of  the  President’s  character  delivered  before  the 
court  at  Meadville  was  one  of  the  most  able  efforts  called 
forth  by  the  memorable  assassination.  In  1864,  under 
authority,  he  recruited,  from  the  rebel  prisoners  at  Rock 
Island,  Illinois,  eighteen  hundred  men,  and  placed  them  in 
the  Union  army,  crediting  them  to  his  own  congressional 
district  and  thus  saving  the  men  and  money  of  his  section. 
In  1866,  he  was  elected  to  the  Fortieth  Congress  to  fill  the 
vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Hon.  D.  A.  Finney,  and, 
in  1S68,  he  refused  a renomination.  In  1871,  he  was  ap- 
pointed Attorney  for  the  Atlantic  & Great  Western  Rail- 
road. In  1872,  he  again  refused  to  be  a candidate  for  con- 
gressional honors,  but,  in  1S74,  he  yielded  to  the  solicita- 
tions of  the  Republicans  of  his  district  and  was  duly  nomi- 
nated by  the  Convention  of  Crawford  county.  Since  his 
admission  to  the  bar  he  has  always  enjoyed  an  extensive 
and  lucrative  practice.  He  was  married  to  Emma,  daughter 
of  John  Wightman,  of  Rosedale,  Crawford  county,  Pennsvl- 
vania, and  three  children  have  been  born  to  them  : Ger- 
trude W.,  Herbert  Ray,  and  Rush  lluidckoper. 
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INEIIART,  WILLIAM,  Merchant,  was  born  in 
Mifflin  township,  Pennsylvania,  October  1st,  1808. 
Ilis  mother  was  a native  of  Ireland;  his  grand- 
father and  father  (who  moved  to  Pittsburgh  in 
l8lt)were  natives  of  Chester  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania. From  five  to  ten  years  of  age,  he  attended 
the  common  schools,  and  after  that  for  about  nine  months 
a night  school  ; this  was  all  his  education.  In  his  tenth 
year  with  his  brother,  he  went  to  work  for  forty-four  cents 
per  week,  lie  cut  wood,  worked  at  the  paper-staining 
trade,  and  learned  the  tobacco  business  as  a boy.  When 
free,  he  walked  from  Pittsburgh,  through  Philadelphia,  to 
New  York,  and  returned  on  foot,  in  order  to  see  the  great 
cities,  lie  then  went  to  work  at  the  tobacco  business  until 
1.833,  when  he  was  appointed  clerk  in  the  post -office  where 
he  remained  three  years;  next  he  went  as  clerk  loAltwood 
A tones  in  the  commission  forwarding  trade.  In  October, 
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1S34,  with  four  others  lie  visited  and  located  government 
lands  in  Hardin  county,  Ohio.  I11  1837,  Allwood  A Jones 
sent  him  West  to  collect  money  due  them,  and  he  travelled 
from  St.  Louis  about  700  miles  over  the  prairie  to  Illinois, 
on  horseback.  In  1838,110  formed  a partnership  in  the 
tobacco  trade  with  his  brother  David.  In  1S49,  he  was 
eleeted  a member  of  the  Select  Council  from  the  Fourth 
Ward,  and  in  1S68  became  a Manager  of  the  House  of 
Refuge.  He  is  an  active  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  David  Rinehart,  his  brother,  was  born  in  the 
same  locality,  September  23d,  1S10.  Except  that  in  1S63, 
lie  went  to  California  to  wind  up  an  estate,  his  life  has 
been  so  thoroughly  identified  with  that  of  his  brother  and 
partner,  that  the  record  of  one  answers  for  the  other. 
They  have  been  partners  through  life,  their  earnings,  great 
and  small,  have  always  belonged  equally  to  both,  even 
though  the  labor  of  only  one  acquired  the  money.  They 
present  a rare  instance  of  brotherly  affection,  and  success 
earned  by  steady  application  and  unswerving  integrity. 


ERR,  REV.  DAVID  R.,  D.  IT,  Professor  of 
Ecclesiastical  IIFlory  and  Church  Government 
in  the  Theological  Seminary  of  the  United  Pres- 
byterian Church,  Allegheny  Gity,  Pennsylvania, 
and  Editor-in-chief  of  the  United  Presbyterian , 
was  born  in  Pittsburgh,  April  1st,  1817.  1 1 is 

father,  Rev.  Joseph  Kerr,  D.  D.,  was  born  in  County  Derry, 
Ireland,  in  177S,  a id  was  the  son  of  an  eminent  divine 
connected  with  the  Burgher  Division  of  the  Associate 
Synod  in  Ireland;  he  graduated  from  the  University  of 
Glasgow,  Scotland,  in  1794;  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1S01  ; and,  in  1S25,  was  elected  the  first  Professor  of 
Theology  of  the  Associate  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church 
in  the  West,  in  Pittsburgh;  shortly  after,  he  received  from 
the  Western  University  of  Pennsylvania  the  honorary 
degree  of  D.  D. ; he  died  November  15th,  1S29.  Rev. 
Joseph  Reynolds  Kerr  was  born  in  St.  Clair  township, 
Allegheny  county,  Pennsylvania,  January  iSth,  1S07,  and 
was  educated  at  the  Western  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
where,  at  the  time  of  his  graduation,  in  July,  1826,  he  was 
awarded  the  highest  honors  of  his  class;  after  studying 
for  the  ministry  in  the  Presbyterian  Synod,  where  he  had 
cn'ered  in  1S27,  he  was  licensed  to  preach  the  gospel  as  a 
Probationer,  September  2d,  1829.  July  29th,  1830,  he 
was  ordained,  and  at  once  installed  as  Pastor  of  the  con- 
gregation formerly  under  the  care  of  his  father,  then  re- 
cently deceased.  He  was  married,  August  241I1,  1S35,  to 
Harriet  Snowden,  daughter  of  Hon.  John  M.  Snowden,  a 
prominent  citizen  of  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania;  from  this 
union  sprang  three  children.  His  publications  are,  yin 
Address  before  the  Alumni  Association  of  the  II', -stern  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  Responsibility  of  Literary 
Men;  and  A Sermon  on  Duelling,  published  in  1S3S; 


about  this  time  the  literary  degree  of  M.  D.  was  confeired 
upon  him  by  the  last-named  institution.  1 1 is  last  sermon 
was  preached  in  March,  1843,  and  June  14th,  following 
he  died  in  the  thirty-seventh  year  of  hL  age.  Rev.  Moses 
Kerr,  born  in  St.  Clair,  Pennsylvania,  June  301I1,  1811, 
was  honorably  graduated  from  the  Western  University  of 
Pennsylvania  in  1S28,  and  studied  theology  in  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary  of  Allegheny  City,  under  his  father’s 
guidance,  and  later  under  that  of  the  learned  Rev.  Mungo 
Dick.  April  2Sth,  1S31,  he  was  licensed  to  preach  as  a 
Probationer,  by  the  Presbytery  of  Monongahcda,  and  in 
the  same  year  became  the  Pastor  of  the  Allegheny  Con- 
gregation ; on  the  91I1  of  October,  he  was  ordained  to  the 
office  of  the  ministry.  Upon  his  return  from  a visit  to 
Ireland,  he  was  called  to  the  Pastorship  of  the  Congrega- 
tion of  Robinson’s  Run,  near  Pittsburgh,  and,  in  October, 

1534,  was  duly  installed  as  its  Pastor;  six  months  later,  he 
was  attacked  by  hemorrhage  of  the  lungs,  and  April  15th, 

1535,  demitted  liis  pastoral  charge.  He  then  became 
Professor  of  Languages  in  the  Western  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  later,  of  Biblical  Literature  and  Criticism  in 
the  Theological  Seminary  of  Allegheny.  He  then  ac- 
cepted a call  from  the  Third  Church,  Pittsburgh,  October 
I Sill,  1S37,  and,  in  that  office,  closed  his  life,  January  20th, 
1S40.  Rev.  David  R.  Kerr,  I).  I).,  studied  theology  in 
the  Allegheny  Seminary,  under  Dr.  John  D.  Pressley,  who 
had  succeeded  the  Rev.  Joseph  Kerr,  and  was  licensed 
to  preach,  April  15th,  1S40;  January  21st,  1842,  he  was 
duly  ordained  to  the  office  of  the  ministry,  and,  for  a time, 
preached  to  the  First  Associate  Reformed  Church  of  Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania.  I11  1S46,  he  took  charge  of  the 
weekly  paper  of  the  church,  The  Preacher.  In  1851,  he 
was  elected  Professor  of  Ecclesiastical  History  and  Church 
Government,  in  the  Associate  Reformed  Theological  Semi- 
nary, Allegheny,  Pennsylvania,  and  still  continues  to  dis- 
charge the  onerous  duties  of  that  responsible  position  with 
marked  learning  and  ability.  He  continues  also  to  act  as 
editor-in-chief  of  The  Preacher,  now  known  as  'The  United 
Presbyterian,  and  recognized  as  a church  organ  of  superior 
merit,  authority,  and  interest. 


(p/V  UNTON,  ISAAC  N.,  Merchant,  was  born  in 
' Pittsburgh,  June  28th,  1841,  and  is  the  eldest 
son  of  Janies  Bunion,  a steamboat  joiner,  and 
saw  and  planing  mill  operator.  lie  acquired 
his  education  in  the  local  public  schools;  and 
subsequently,  was  in  the  employ,  as  clerk,  of 
William  F.  Richardson  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Re- 
bellion. lie  then  enlisted  for  a term  of  three  years  in  the 
celebrated  Sickles'  Excelsior  Brigade,  with  which  he  served 
faithfully  during  the  term  of  his  enlistment.  Upon  his 
return  he  became  bookkeeper  for  [.  P.  llaigli,  coal  opera- 
tor, remaining  with  him  until  186S,  when  he  was  engaged 
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by  Joseph  Walton  as  bookkeeper.  In  1S70,  J.  Walton 
purchased  tile  steamboat  “Niagara”  ami  barges,  with 
100,000  bushels  of  coal,  ami  forming  a copartnership 
known  as  the  Niagara  Coal  Company,  associated  I.  N. 
Bunion  with  him  as  partner,  and  manager  of  the  company. 
Upon  the  reorganization,  October  1st,  1S72,  of  the  firm 
of  Joseph  Walton  & Co.,  the  two  companies  were  con- 
solidated, and  he  secured  an  interest  in  the  general  busi- 
ness. He  is  an  able  accountant,  and  has  been  repeatedly 
entrusted  with  the  settlement  of  a number  of  important 
extension  and  other  settlements  of  a complicated  and  deli- 
cate nature,  in  all  of  which  he  has  evinced  admirable 
judgment  and  ability.  At  the  age  of  twenty  five,  he  was 
married  to  Jennie  Hendrickson,  the  eldest  daughter  of 
Captain  D.  L.  Hendrickson,  and  is  the  father  of  two  boys, 
his  eldest  child,  a daughter,  being  dead. 


YNOLDS,  JOHN,  Lawyer,  was  born  at  Col- 
chester, England,  June  iStli,  1782;  and  came 
to  this  country  in  1795,  to  join  his  parents,  set- 
tling at  Lansingburg,  New  York,  llis  grand- 
father inherited  a large  entailed  estate  in  Wor- 
cestershire, England,  and  married  Sarah  Eox, 
of  London,  England,  by  whom  lie  had  nine  children,  the 
eldest  of  whom,  John,  inherited  the  estate;  William,  the 
third  son,  married  Lydia,  daughter  of  John  Thomas,  a 
Baptist  minister,  by  whom  he  had  seven  daughters  and 
four  sons,  the  eldest  being  the  first-mentioned  John.  The 
Reynolds  family  in  England,  was  composed  of  strict  high 
church  people,  and  William’s  emigration  to  the  United 
States  was  caused  by  his  separation  from  the  established 
church,  also  by  his  sympathy  with  the  Baptists,  and  the 
Erench  Republican  movement  of  that  period.  John  Rey- 
nolds was  educated  in  Birmingham  and  Leaminster  by 
private  tutors;  in  1797,  lie  came  to  Venango  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  resided  on  a tract  of  land  bought  from  the 
Holland  Land  Company,  at  Cherry  Tree  Run.  In  1S05, 
he  removed  to  Mcadville,  and  was  engaged  as  assistant 
teacher  in  the  academy  of  that  place.  In  1807,  lie  was 
connected  with  Colonel  Merlin  in  surveying  the  property 
of  the  Holland  Land  Company,  and  continued  thus  occu- 
pied for  a number  of  years.  Subsequently,  he  began  the 
study  of  law  under  the  direction  of  Colonel  Merlin,  and 
in  1812,  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  but  devoted  little  time 
to  the  practice  of  his  profession,  applying  himself  almost 
exclusively  to  the  real  estate  business.  In  1S14,  he  was 
married  to  the  widow  of  I)r.  Kennedy,  by  whom  he  had 
two  sons  and  two  daughters;  she  died,  November  27th, 
184.5,  rm't  his  demise  occurred  July  23d,  1S71.  His  eldest 
son,  John  V.,  born  April  12th,  1S15,  graduated  at  Jefferson 
College,  Pennsylvania,  in  the  class  of  1854;  at  Princeton, 
in  'l'licology,  in  1 S 38,  and  in  1S52,  received  from  the  for- 
mer institution  the  degree  of  I).  D.  He  is  a Presbyterian 


clergyman,  and  for  more  than  thirty  years  has  been  Pastor 
of  the  f irst  Presbyterian  Church  of  Mcadville,  Pennsyl- 
vania. He  was  married,  in  1S3S,  to  Evelina  Gaston,  and 
again,  in  1S51,  to  Catharine  Bell,  cf  Allegheny  City. 
William  was  born  in  1820,  and  was  a graduate  of 
Allegheny  College,  in  the  class  of  1837;  he  afterward 
studied  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1841  ; he  mar- 
ried Julia  Thorp,  of  New  York  city.  Jane  M.  was  born 
in  1 S 1 7 , and  was  married  to  Dr.  A.  Sergeant,  of  New 
Jersey.  Lydia  L.,  born  in  181S,  was  married  to  the  Rev. 
Richard  Craighead,  a native  of  Cumberland  county,  who 
has  been  for  thirty  years  Pastor  of  the  Second  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Meadville,  Pennsylvania. 


ii*  AIS1I,  LEVI,  Lawyer,  was  born  in  Conewago 
township,  York  county,  Pennsylvania,  November 
2 2d,  1837.  II is  father,  David  Maish,  is  now 
deceased:  his  mother  was  Salome  (Nieman) 

Maish;  his  earlier  ancestors  were  among  the  ori- 
ginal settlers  of  the  county  of  York,  and  came  from 
Chester  county  with  the  Quakers,  who  were  the  pioneers 
in  the  red  lands  in  the  northern  section  of  the  above-men- 
tioned county.  His  preliminary  education  was  acquired  in 
the  common  schools  of  his  native  place;  and  when  pro- 
perly fitted,  lie  entered  upon  a course  of  studies  in  the 
York  County  Academy,  situated  in  the  borough  of  the 
same  name.  Upon  abandoning  school  life,  he  was  ap- 
prenticed, in  April,  1855,  to  learn  the  trade  of  machinist, 
but  in  the  summer  of  1857,  resumed  his  former  studies, 
and  attended  one  session  of  the  York  County  Normal 
School.  During  the  two  following  winters  he  was  en- 
gaged in  teaching  school  in  Manchester  township,  York 
county,  and  during  the  succeeding  winter,  in  the  borough. 
I11  1S61,  he  commenced  the  study  of  the  law  under  D.  J. 
Williams,  well  known  as  an  able  and  learned  jurist.  In 
July,  1862,  he  raised  and  organized  a company  of  volun- 


teers for  service  under  the  call  of  the  President,  to  assist 
in  strengthening  the  Union  forces.  After  the  failure  of 
the  Peninsular  campaign,  his  company  was  consolidated 
with  three  other  companies  from  York  county,  and  six  also 
from  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  to  form  the  1301I1  Regiment 
of  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry.  At  the  organization 
of  that  force,  he  was  elected  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and 
August  17th,  1S62,  was  sent  to  Washington,  District  of^ 
Columbia.  Shortly  after  he  was  attached  to  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  and,  after  Pope’s  disaster,  participated  ac- 
tively in  McClellan’s  pursuit  of  the  Confederate  General 
Lee.  While  taking  a prominent  pmt  in  the  action  at  the 
battle  of  Antictam,  he  was  severely  wounded,  receiving 
in  the  right  lung  a ball  which  was  never  extracted;  a 
second  time,  during  the  engagement  at  Chancellortvillc,  he 
was  dangerously  wounded,  receiving  a Minie  ball  in  the 
right  hip.  Upon  the  death  of  Colonel  1I.I.  Zinn,  at  the 
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BIOGRAPHICAL  ENCYCLOPAEDIA. 


battle  of  Fredericksburg,  December  14th,  1S62,  he  was  pro- 
moted to  the  Colonelcy  of  bis  regiment.  On  May  21st, 
1 S6 3 , he  was  mustered  out  of  service  at  Harrisburg.  Sub- 
sequently, resuming  the  study  of  the  law,  he  attended 
lectures  in  the  I.aw  Department  of  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania, in  1S64,  passed  his  examination,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  bar.  Rapidly  attracting  favorable  notice  by  his 
energy  and  talents,  he  was  elected,  in  October,  1S66,  to 
represent  the  county  of  York  in  the  lower  House  of  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  and  in  1867  was  re-elected. 
During  the  second  term  he  was  a member  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  and  that  on  Local  Judiciary;  he  served 
also  on  the  Special  Committee  to  present  the  Hancock 
Chair  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  As  early  as  1871,  he 
took  an  active  interest  in  promoting  the  Reform  movement, 
which  ultimately  resulted  in  the  adoption  of  the  new  Con- 
stitution of  Pennsylvania,  and  in  the  discussion  that  agitated 
the  State  thereupon  bore  a prominent  and  efficient  part, 
in  August,  1874,  he  was  nominated  by  the  Democratic 
parly  of  the  Nineteenth  Congressional  District  as  its  candi- 
date for  Congress,  that  district  being  composed  of  York, 
Cumberland  and  Adams  counties.  Prior  to  this,  in  March, 
1S72,  he,  in  connection  with  Hon.  Thomas  E.  Cochran  and 
(’.  ]>.  Wallace,  had  been  appointed  by  the  Legislature  of 
Pennsylvania  to  re-audit  the  accounts  of  various  officers  of 
York  county,  and  while  acting  in  that  capacity  displayed 
admirable  judgment  and  moderation. 


TERRETT,  JAMES  I’.,  Lawyer,  President  Judge 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  Fifth 
Judicial  District,  composed  of  the  county  of  Alle- 
gheny, Pennsylvania,  was  born  in  Tuscarora 
Yalley,  Juniata  county,  Pennsylvania,  November 
7th,  1S22.  Ilis  parents  were  descended  from 
Scotch-Irixh  ancestors,  who  settled  in  Lancaster  and  Cum- 
berland counties  at  an  early  day.  lie  received  his  prelimi- 
nary education  at  the  Tuscarora  Academy,  and  entered 
Jefferson  College  in  the  fall  of  1S42,  graduating  from  that 
institution  in  1845,  after  which  he  was  connected  with  it 
for  one  yearns  Principal  of  the  Preparatory  Department. 
Having  read  law  at  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  and  completed 
his  course  at  the  University  of  Virginia,  lie  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  of  that  State  in  1S4S.  In  the  spring  of  1841),  in 
partnership  with  the  late  Judge  IJaird,  he  began  the  practice 
of  his  profession  in  Pittsburgh.  On  the  retirement  of  his 
partner,  in  1850,  he  connected  himself  with  Hon.  John  P. 
Penney,  and  remained  in  partnership  witii  him  until  ele- 
vated to  the  bench.  In  1.861,  he  was  appointed  on  a 
commission,  authorized  by  the  Legislature,  to  revise  the 
Revenue  Laws  of  the  Commonwealth,  but  after  acting  for 
a short  time  resigned.  January  4th,  1S62,  he  was  appointed 
President  Judge  of  the  Court  of  the  Common  Pleas,  to  fill 
the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  lion.  William  B. 
83 
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McClure.  In  1S62,  he  was  unanimously  nominated  by  the 
Republican  party  and  elected  to  fill  the  President  Judgeship 
for  a term  of  ten  years;  in  1872,  he  was  again  unanimously 
nominated,  and,  receiving  the  vote  of  both  political  parties, 
was  re-elected  for  a term  of  ten  years.  He  has  always 
been  prominently  identified  with  educational  and  progres- 
sive movements,  and  during  the  existence  of  the  Whig 
party  was  one  of  its  ablest  supporters;  since  its  dissolution 
he  has  espoused  the  cause  of  the  Republican  party. 


ARSIIALL,  THOMAS  MERCER,  Lawyer,  was 
born  in  Newtown,  County  Derry,  Ireland,  No- 
vember 201I1,  1S19.  Ilis  parents,  James  Marshall 
and  Jean  Peebles,  were  ol  Scotch  extraction.  He 
was  brought  to  the  United  States  by  his  parents  in 
1821  ; they  settled  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania, 
until  1S24,  when  they  removed  to  Puller  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, where  he  lived  until  in  his  sixth  year,  when 
he  was  sent  to  reside  with  his  brother,  James  Marshall,  in 
Pittsburgh.  After  receiving  a fair  education  in  various 
private  schools  in  that  city,  he  became  bookkeeper  in  the 
mercantile  house  of  his  brother,  and  when  eighteen  years 
of  age  was  admitted  to  partnership  with  him,  continuing 
thus  until  he  had  attained  his  twenty-third  year.  He  then 
engaged  in  the  study  of  law  under  Hon.  Charles  Shaler,  at 
that  time  a Judge  of  the  District  Court  of  Allegheny  county, 
with  whom  he  remained  until  his  admission  to  the  bar,  in 
the  fall  of  1846.  Beginning  practice  at  once,  he  speedily 
acquired  an  extensive  clientage.  Warmly  interested  in 
politics,  he  allied  himself  with  the  Whig  and  Republican 
parties,  and  early  became  noted  as  a powerful  speaker  and 
influential  politician.  Sternly  opposed  to  slavery,  he  never 
faltered  in  expressing  aloud  and  earnestly  his  views  and 
convictions  upon  that  subject.  During  his  absence  from 
Pittsburgh,  in  1851,  he  was  elected  to  the  City  Councils, 
and  subsequently  acted  as  a member  and  also  as  President 
of  that  body  during  four  or  five  years.  He  afterward 
repeatedly  declined  nominations  as  a Congressional  candi- 
date; but,  in  1S6S,  his  friends,  notwithstanding  his  constant 
protests,  submitted  his  name  to  the  consideration  of  the 
party  for  the  United  Stales  Senate.  Immediately  a popular 
call  was  organized,  and  he  was  solicited  to  accept  that 
position  in  the  most  cordial  and  enthusiastic  terms.  In  the 
Presidential  contest  of  1S72,  he  espoused  the  cause  of  .Hor- 
ace Greelev,  firmly  believing  in  the  advisability  of  adopting 
a liberal  policy  toward  the  South.  While  the  war  was  in 
progress,  however,  he  advocated  extreme  and  summary 
measures,  and  it  was  not  until  the  Rebellion  was  com- 
pletely extinguished  that  he  pleaded  for  ample  and  complete 
forgiveness.  He  was  a warm  personal  friend  of  Horace 
Greeley,  and  agreed  entirely  with  his  policy  of  impartial 
suffrage  and  universal  amnesty.  He  was  married,  in  1847, 
to  Ellen  Algoe,  who  died  in  1856;  they  had  two  children. 


it  ' :'{  . -■  > Vi 1 ' . ' 

: . .O'  ' .f 


. j i ' u . ' i . : "I  .v,  ! ..I  : .’In  ■ •.  -lii'H  ■ 


, . (C,  , ,i  I,;  . , .!  iii  /I',1: , iv  m ' j -..YV  : .I  :.1 1 • j <'  1 ir.  f ■ Ii  1..1 

1 iii  ii  mu  ,.'i<  ij'iiSiifuwuit . • ’ 1 ! 1 ■ • iirvJy<t 


rt'j  : 


UK,. .-.I  ni'li 

/!•»(<■  v l){  ill  rm  ii.  { I . 1/.  1 II  ■ ,'/.'//  i-J 

J<  Hn  > Ii,.  ill  /<<  ( I ■ 

th  y}{  !j  - ■ .in  ' ( ill.  ir: _ i •*•.  . fl/;  iloqj 

llf  ■ ■ 'TOW  1 • lu-J-iiJA  ."il  (il  I.-  i«(v'  :■ 


■ V lJi. 


{■j\-  ,l  .'*) 


,i!  *->  vim  Ur*.  !>.’  ■ . !«.)•(  lift,  "mi  . i’  «•  BK'ii  1 ./  i ■:  ‘ 


(I  :|  ;<I||  :r.i!  " , .:  . ' ft;  I I • ii  l>  -Vi  n ■ UWf  »H!  >1'? 

..  .1  • ..nil  ; -i.ilijii,  -ill  I'  . vj " M .'f  '»  \lii")  • ':,;l  v'l1 . r( 

, . ■ «i .jj  •.  H ,i  I };_(.i:i!  . .f!  ji.ili  in  , . im  :n  j im  , - > . 1 i " j.ii»,ii.  J-’ii  ■ ii  "ij'.iuhy  vimi 

Vi  idO  I)  *13  V.fi1  " , r:  ii : . n * 1 1 Ivjiii.  ,b  it  )»  1 lit'  I < :)  iB/Vin  i^.  *-(»  '•  1 Tr.  il;/  .Mil:  HI  '-•!  ■.  1 ' 1 ■■  11 

ra'.'i'l  jjmi  . ' t ' . . 1 , ■ ui  ,iii.|  . ,.ii  1 j;  if  J i it  f*»t‘  > I'  > ■■■V  *:  if  1,1  >!  < j‘:  . c ■ 1 ' 1,1  uttiu.  i ii'iii 

, i J II,  «j  , ;V  '■  1,  1}  M.l  1 • M-.."  1 " 1 11  '''  ' i 

v-i  ■ ‘ ,'<ni.;.iv:  ,h  !'  < f'lrl  il-'  ijin-  f>  • q oi  • .in  , ^ 

» -i.  ,W  i Ii  "'1  '■  ' ”;!l  ' 


65S 


BIOGRAPHICAL  ENC  Y CLOP.ED  I A . 


who  died  before  their  mother.  lie  was  married  again,  in 
the  summer  of  1 S58,  to  Mary  M.  Patterson,  daughter  of 
Eody  Patterson,  Sheriff  of  Allegheny  county,  and  has  a 
family  consisting  of  three  boys  and  one  girl. 


ITTIN’GER,  ADAM,  Conveyancer,  was  born  in 
Londonderry  township,  Lebanon  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, January  1st,  1800.  1 1 is  educational 

advantages  were  limited,  for  he  was  compelled 
by  adverse  circumstances  to  provide  for  him- 
self from  an  early  age.  After  some  years’  at- 
tendance at  the  public  schools  he  was  apprenticed  to  a 
carpenter.  An  ambitious  lad,  and  eager  to  acquire  knowl- 
edge, he  devoted  his  leisure  hours  to  study;  naturally 
intelligent  and  quick,  he  secured  in  this  manner  much 
solid  information.  As  he  grew  up  he  became  a school 
teacher,  passing  a year  or  two  so  employed  in  Ilummels- 
town.  About  1830,  he  moved  to  Lebanon,  and  for  two 
years  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  then  return- 
ing to  teaching.  Some  years  later  he  became  a conveyancer 
and  surveyor,  and  so  continued  until  his  death,  securing  a 
large  connection  and  gaining  a very  high  reputation  in  the 
profession.  Indeed,  he  is  considered,  to  have  had  few 
equals  as  a scrivener  and  conveyancer.  Latterly  he  did 
not  take  any  active  part  in  politics,  preferring  to  pursue  his 
profession  uninterruptedly,  but  some  thirty-live  years  ago 
he  was  elected  Clerk  of  the  Orphans’  Court  of  Lebanon 
county,  and  in  the  winters  of  1847— !4^.  represented 
the  same  county  in  the  Legislature,  wielding  lty  his  ability 
and  industry  no  little  inlluence  in  the  Assembly.  A ’man 
of  high  integrity  and  sterling  qualities  of  head  and  heart, 
he  was  greatly  respected  in  the  community  where  he  re- 
sided. lie  died  September  1 6th,  1S74. 


^ PAULDING,  JOHN  FRANKLIN,  I).D.,  Bishop 
of  Colorado,  was  born  at  Belgrade,  Maine,  August 
25th,  1828.  He  graduated  from  Bwwduin  College 
in  1S53,  and,  after  teaching  for  a year,  entered  the 
General  Theological  Seminary  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church,  in  New  York  city,  and  from 
there  graduated  in  1857.  Ordained  by  Bishop  Burgess  of 
Maine,  he  became  Rector  of  St.  George’s  Church,  Lee, 
Massachusetts,  in  August,  1S59.  Appointed  Assistant 
Minister  of  Grace  Church,  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  in 
November,  i860,  he  there  remained  one  year,  and  after- 
wards officiated  for  a few  months  in  St.  John’s  Church  of 
the  same  city.  April,  1862,  he  assumed  charge  of  St.  Paul’s 
Church,  Erie.  In  October,  1 S 7 3 , he  was  unanimously 
elected  Bishop  of  Colorado — to  succeed  Bishop  Randal,  de- 
ceased— by  the  House  of  Bishops  assembled  in  New  York 
city.  'While  in  Erie,  he  was  a member  of  the  Board  of 


Episcopal  Missions,  and  from  1S65  was  Dean  of  the  Erie 
Convocation.  By  his  personal  zeal  and  influence  he  suc- 
ceeded in  erecting,  in  Erie,  Trinity  Chapel,  the  Church  of 
the  Cross  and  (frown  and  St.  John’s  Church,  besides  a new 
edifice  for  St.  Paul’s,  which  is  the  most  creditable  specimen 
of  architecture  in  the  city.  Shortly  after  his  election  as 
Bishop,  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  was  conferred  on 
him  by  Trinity  College,  Hartford.  In  June,  1S64,  he  was 
married  to  Lavinia  Spencer,  of  Erie,  and  five  children 
are  the  fruits  of  their  union. 


(Vf3^\3 

•'t  EGLEY,  JACOB,  Capitalist,  was  born  in  Bucks 
county,  Pennsylvania,  August  2S1I1,  1766.  1 1 is 

ancestors  were  originally  from  Frankfort,  Ger- 
many, his  grandfather,  Jacob,  with  Elizabeth  his 
wife,  emigrating  thence  in  1739.  The  father 
died  during  the  voyage,  leaving  the  poor  mother 
to  complete  it  with  three  children,  Alexander,  Caspar  and 
Elizabeth.  Safely  arrived,  they  settled  in  Bucks  county; 
and  here  Alexander,  born  at  Frankfort  in  1735,  lived  to 
manhood  and  married,  in  1762,  Mary  Ann  Berkstresser. 
In  the  spring  of  1778,  he  migrated  to  Allegheny  county  and 
lpcaled  a farm  on  the  banks  of  the  Allegheny  river,  which 
spot  is  now  the  site  of  the  new  Water  Works  of  Pittsburgh. 
Here  he  died,  November  3d,  1809.  He  was  the  father  of 
many  children,  among  them  Jacob  Negley,  who  remained 
with  . his  father  until  attaining  his  majority,  when  he  pur- 
chased large  tracts  of  land  adjoining  the  home  farm.  On  a 
portion  of  his  property  he  laid  out  a town  which  he  named 
East  Liberty,  but  which  was  popularly  known  as  Negleys- 
town.  He  married,  June  19th,  1795,  Barbara  Ann  Wine- 
biddle,  and  died  March  iSth,  1827,  leaving  a large  family 
of  children,  some  of  whom  are  now  living,  and  great  wealth, 
the  result  of  his  energy,  industry  and  enterprise. 
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cm)  ATHLON,  GILBERT  BROWN,  Soldier  and  As- 
sistant General  Freight  Agent  of  the  Pittsburgh 
A Connellsville  Railroad  Company,  Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania,  was  born  in  Lancaster,  Pennsyl- 
vania, October  23d,  1846.  His  ancestors  were 
Germans.  Educated  at  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  city,  he  left  the  High  School  January  i>t,  1861,  and 
entered  the  employ  of  Hager  & Brothers  at  a salary  oHifty 
dollars  per  year.  At  the  age  of  sixteen,  he  entered  the 
army  of  the  Union,  as  a private  in  Company  F of  the  50th 
Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  afterwards 
enlisted  for  two  years  in  Company  C,  195th  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  and  was  honorably  discharged  June  27th,  1S65, 
by  reason  of  the  close  of  the  war.  August  301I1,  1S65,  he 
engaged  with  the  Northern  Central  Railway  Company  of 
Baltimore,  which  connection  he  resigned  November  1st, 
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1869,  and  took  service  with  the  Empire  Transportation 
Company  at  Baltimore,  where  he  remained  until  April 
30.I1,  1872.  May  1st  of  that  year,  he  entered  the  office  of 
G.  R.  Blanchard,  then  General  Freight  Agent  of  the  Balti- 
more & Ohio  Railroad  at  Baltimore,  and  on  August  1st, 
1872,  he  was  sent  to  assume  the  chief  clerkship  of  Locust 
Point  Station.  September  1st,  1873,  he  was  appointed  to 
the  position  which  he  now  holds,  as  Assistant  General 
Freight  Agent  of  the  Pittsburgh  & Connellsville  Railroad, 
with  his  office  in  Pittsburgh.  Politically,  he  contents  him- 
self with  a private’s  position  in  the  ranks  of  the  Republican 
party. 
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) ALTON,  1ION.  JOSEPH,  Merchant  and  Capital- 
ist, was  born  in  Westmoreland  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, March  24th,  1826.  1 1 is  grandfather, 

George  Walton,  was  one  of  the  signers  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence;  his  father  was  a 
millwright  and  bridge-builder  of  Philadelphia, 
and  built  the  first  bridge  over  the  Allegheny  river,  also  the 
structure  known  as  Hill’s  Mill,  and  the  two  bridges  over 
the  Tuscarora  and  Muskingum  rivers.  When  in  his  four- 
teenth year,  he  moved  to  Cincinnati,  and,  until  nineteen 
years  of  age,  worked  at  the  trade  of  carpenter.  He  then 
engaged  himself  as  a millwright,  and  met  with  much  suc- 
cess; subsequently  associating  himself  with  a German 
builder,  he  erected  several  houses  and  saw  mills,  a business 
which  he  afterward  prosecuted  successfully  in  Pittsburgh. 
Later,  he  abandoned  his  position  as  millwright  under 
James  Wood  in  Temperanceville,  and  entered  the  employ 
of  Judge  Heath,  whose  partner  he  ultimately  became, 
taking  sole  charge  of  his  extensive  rolling  mill.  In  1S5S, 
he  engaged  in  the  coal  business,  and  filled  large  contracts 
with  the  Government,  securing  highly  remunerative  returns. 
In  1S70,  he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature  on  the  Repub- 
lican ticket,  and  served  one  term.  After  returning  to 
Pittsburgh,  he  devoted  himself  to  the  coal  and  lumber 
business,  which  he  has  since  prosecuted  with  marked  ability 
and  success.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  School  Board 
for  seventeen  years,  and  is  a prominent  member  of  the 
Masonic  order;  he  is  President  also  of  the  Keystone  Glass 
Company,  is  a large  stockholder  in  the  glass  business  of 
Stewart,  Estep  & Co.,  and  was,  for  four  years,  a principal 
member  of  the  firm  of  Chess,  Smythe  N Co.,  rolling  mill 
owners,  nail  and  tack  manufacturers.  I Ie  was  one  of  the  ori- 
ginal organizers  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Birmingham, 
and  is  director  of  several  banks  and  insurance  companies  in 
Pittsburgh  and  Allegheny.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers 
of  the  Pittsburgh,  Virginia  & Charleston  Railroad  Company, 
ami  is  now  one  of  its  directors.  At  the  Centenary  Method- 
ism he  made  a liberal  donation  to  erect  a church  in  Bir- 
mingham, and  it  was  named  after  him  t “ The  Walton 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.’'  About  the  year  1856,  he 
opened  a Sunday-school  in  Birmingham,  taking  upon  him- 


self the  duties  of  its  superintendence.  He  was  married, 
August  Stli , 1S58,  to  Annie,  daughter  of  James  Fawcett, 
President  ol  the  First  National  Bank  of  Birmingham,  and 
has  a family  consisting  of  two  boys  and  three  girls. 


INGHAM,  GEORGE,  General  Superintendent  of 
the  Union  Express  Company,  Pittsburgh,  Penn- 
sylvania, was  born  in  the  town  of  Annville, 
Lebanon  county,  Pennsylvania,  September  14th, 
1S23.  His  father,  Thomas  1 lingham,  emigrated 
from  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  to  the  United 
States  in  17931  mother  Margaret  (daughter  of  Colin 
Cameron)  was  of  Scotch  descent.  He  was  the  youngest 
of  seven  children,  six  of  whom  were  boys.  On  his  mother’s 
death,  in  1S32,  he  was  placed  in  the  care  of  his  brother 
John,  residing  with  him  in  Martinsburg,  Bedford  county. 
In  Ilollidaysburg,  Blair  county,  he  attended  school  until 
1839.  He  then  received  a clerkship  in  the  canal  ware- 
house of  “ Bingham’s  Line,”  holding  it  till  1843,  when  the 
business  at  that  point  was  given  into  his  charge.  In  con- 
nection with  his  official  duties,  he  engaged  in  the  mining 
and  shipping  of  coal  from  the  Allegheny  mountain  (bitu- 
minous) region  to  the  Eastern  States,  and  was  also  largely 
interested  in  mercantile  business,  until  1851,  when  he  left 
Ilollidaysburg  and  removed  to  Pittsburgh.  Here  he 
entered  into  the  transportation  trade  over  the  Slate  works 
and  the  steamboat  business,  forming  a partnership  with 
his  brother  William,  previously  so  established.  They  re- 
mained in  these  lines,  until  the  purchase  of  the  State  canals 
and  railroads  by  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company  com- 
pelled them  to  abandon  their  enterprises.  July  1st,  1858, 
he  engaged  with  the  Adams  Express  Company,  as  their 
General  Agent  at  Pittsburgh.  In  March,  1S70,  he  accepted 
the  superintendence  of  the  Union  Express  (Adams  anil 
American).  He  has  been  connected  with  the  Mansfield 
Coal  and  Coke  Company  since  its  organization,  and  has 
served  as  a director  in  the  Citizens’  Insurance  Company 
for  fifteen  years;  is  also  a director  in  the  Central  and  the 
Pennsylvania  banks.  He  was  married,  in  1856,  to  a 
daughter  of  James  Mitchell,  of  Franklin  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania. 
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/jrtpRIGGS,  JOSEPH  FRANKLIN,  Pr 
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Professor  of  the 
in  the  Western 
born  in  Sutton, 

Massachusetts,  April  24th,  1822.  1 1 is  father, 

John,  was  a blacksmith,  son  of  Thomas  Griggs, 
of  the  same  trade,  who  was  a member  of  a 
Brookline  family.  IBs  mother,  Mary  (Thurston),  was  the 
great  gran  '.daughter  of  Rev.  John  Campbell,  the  first  min- 
ister at  Oxford.  lie  was  one  of  eleven  children,  all  of 
whom  arrived  at  maturity.  After  a sound  primary  educa- 
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lion,  lie  prepared  for  college  at  Leicester  Academy,  teach- 
ing a public  school  in  Sutton  during  some  of  the  winters. 
In  1842,  he  entered  the  Freshman  Class  of  Vale  College, 
and  graduated  in  1S46.  From  Vale  he  went  to  Andover, 
and  took  up  the  studies  of  the  Junior  Class  in  the  Theolo- 
gical Seminary,  but,  after  one  interruption,  was  forced  by 
sickness  to  discontinue.  In  1847,  he  taught  a private 
school  in  Holden  and  the  mechanics’  public  school  in 
Worcester,  and  in  184S  a private  school  in  Sutton.  In 
1S49,  he  removed  to  Allegheny  by  invitation,  and  for  two 
years  presided  over  a private  institution  for  boys;  in  1S52, 
he  entered  into  partnership  with  N.  Veecler,  in  school  man- 
agement in  Pittsburgh,  and  the  next  year  formed  a new 
connection  with  W.  T.  McDonald,  removing  to  a more 
central  location.  O11  August  22(1,  1S55,  he  was  elected  to 
his  present  Professorship,  and  entered  upon  his  duties  Octo- 
ber 6th,  1855.  lie  was  married,  April  1 6th,  1863,  to 
Eliza,  daughter  of  Dr.  Jeremiah  Brooks,  of  Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania,  and  has  had  live  children. 


cNEIl.I,,  IIUGII,  Merchant  and  Capitalist,  was 
born  in  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  September  21st, 
1S22.  1 1 is  father,  William  McNeill,  was  a farmer 

and  lime  manufacturer;  his  grandfather,  James 
McNeill,  was  an  extensive  manufacturer  of  linen. 
II  e w is  educated  in  Ballycastle,  in  his  native 
county  ; became  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  later 
in  the  lime  manufacturing  establishment  owned  by  his 
father.  In  1845,  he  embarked  for  the  United  States,  and 
settled  in  New  York  city,  where  he  secured  employment 
in  a dry  goods  store,  acting  as  clerk,  bookkeeper  and 
salesman.  Three  successive  winters  he  spent  in  New 
Orleans,  being  employed  as  time-keeper  on  the  wharves. 
Leaving  New  York  in  the  autumn  of  1849,  he  removed  to 
Pittsburgh,  where,  in  the  fall  of  the  following  year,  he 
entered  the  lumber  trade.  In  1850,  he  was"  employed  as 
a clerk  in  the  lumber  office  of  Hon.  G.  L.  Warner,  and,  in 
1S55,  became  a member  of  the  firm  of  A.  II.  Harvey  N Co., 
successors  of  Hon.  G.  E.  Warner.  In  1S66,  the  establish- 
ment and  its  attendant  interests  were  sold  by  Harvey  and 
Warner,  and,  in  connection  w ith  John  Dean,  he  organized 
the  firm  of  McNeill  & Dean,  since  which  time  others  have 
received  an  interest  in  the  enterprise.  In  1861,  he  inter- 
ested hint-elf  in  the  coal  business,  and,  until  1S68,  was 
constantly  employed  in  building  barges,  and  supervising  the 
various  details  connected  with  that  industry,  lie  has  been 
extensively  interested  in  many  steamboat  enterprises;  is  the 
Manager  of  the  Allegheny  County  Workhouse ; Director 
of  the  German  Savings  Batik,  and  of  the  Real  Estate  Bank; 
Director  in  the  Allegheny  Gas  Company,  and  in  the  Union- 
dale  Cemetery  Company;  and  Secretary  of  the  Northern 
Liberties  Bridge  Company.  In  1S74,  he  was  nominated 
by  the  Republicans  of  the  Forty-second  .Senatorial  District, 


and  during  the  last  ten  years  has  been  an  able  and  valued 
member  ol  City  Councils.  Throughout  the  last  Presiden- 
tial campaign,  he  was  noted  for  his  zealous  and  efficient 
support  of  the  Republican  party  and  its  principles,  lie 
was  married,  December  24th,  1S50,  to  Mary  A.  Awl, 
daughter  of  James  Awl,  of  Pittsburgh. 


\AHAM,  II.  M.,  Manufacturer,  was  born  in  Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania,  February  3d,  1842.  His 
parents,  Hugh  and  Mary  (Keer),  were  of  Scotch- 
Irish  descent.  They  altorded  their  son  all  facili- 
ties for  the  acquirement  of  knowledge,  and  he 
finished  his  scholastic  education  at  Allegheny 
College,  Meadville,  Pennsylvania.  In  1857,  he  entered,  as 
a clerk,  the  establishment  of  Jas.  Caldwell  in  Allegheny 
City,  and  here  remained  for  three  years.  In  i860,  he  en- 
gaged in  mercantile  business  on  his  own  account,  in  Frank- 
lin, Pennsylvania,  where  for  several  years  he  met  with  the 
success  ever  attendant  upon  energy,  capability  and  honesty. 
Removing  to  Chicago,  Illinois,  he  commenced  trade  in  the 
dry  goods  business,  and  was  as  successful  in  this  as  in  his 
former  commercial  ventures.  But  the  manufacture  of  oils, 
especially  those  for  lubricating  purposes,  had  long  claimed 
his  attention,  and  to  their  proper  preparation  he  had  given 
much  time  and  close  study.  Believing  that  in  the  oil  trade 
was  to  be  found  his  means  of  reaching  fortune,  he  removed 
from  Chicago  to  Pittsburgh,- Pennsylvania,  in  1S65.  Here 
he  connected  himself  with  the  firm  of  W.  A.  Howard  & Co., 
and  engaged  actively  in  the  manufacture  of  the  articles  for 
the  production  of  which  he  seems  to  possess  a peculiar 
capability.  Upon  January  1st,  1874,110  established  the  fac- 
tory bearing  his  own  name,  and  has  prosecuted  the  business 
thereof  with  such  energy  and  ability  as  to  render  its  pros- 
perity a certainty,  and  its  yearly  increase  a fixed  fact. 


t 


c'fT  k 
6 (s' 


3 


AMLRON,  I ION.  SIMON,  United  States  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania,  was  born  in  Lancaster  county, 
Pennsylvania,  March  8th,  I 799,  his  parents  dying 
when  he  was  nine  years  old.  Very  early  in  life, 
he  began  to  work  as  a printer,  and  while  thus 
employed  used  all  the  spare  time  at  his  disposal 
in  self-education.  II is  first  ventures  on  his  own  account 
were  in  connection  with  the  press,  becoming,  while  at 
Doylestown,  editor  and  publisher  of  a paper  called  the 
Pennsylvania  InUllie’cnccr,  and  subsequently,  when  about 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  editing  another  newspaper  at  Har- 
risburg. In  1832,  he  established  the  Middletown  Bank, 
and  also  became  prominent  in  the  railroad  interest  of  the 
Stale.  When  about  thirty  years  of  age,  he  was  appointed 
by  Governor  Slnil/.e  Adjutant-General  of  Pennsylvania, and 
in  1845  was  elected  United  States  Senator,  for  four  years. 
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On  liis  retirement  in  1S49,  lie  again  devoted  his  time  to 
business  pursuits,  being  also  interested  in  internal  improve- 
ments and  finance.  In  1857,  lie  was  elected  for  the  second 
time  to  the  United  States  Senate  for  six  years,  but  resigned 
in  1S61  to  become  Secretary  of  War  under  President  Lin- 
coln. I Iis  views,  especially  with  regard  to  the  enrolment 
of  the  negroes  in  the  army,  being  at  variance  with  those  of 
the  administration,  he  resigned,  and  accepted  the  appoint- 
ment of  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  Russia.  While  at  St. 
Pclersburgh,  his  fears  w ere  aroused  for  the  success  of  the 
Federal  arms,  and  deeming  the  situation  critical,  he  re- 
signed his  office,  returned  to  America,  and  from  thence  up 
to  the  end  of  the  war  exerted  himself  most  strenuously  in 
the  Union  cause.  I11  1S67,  he  was  elected  fur  the  third 
time  to  the  United  States  Senate,  and  became  a member  of 
the  Committees  on  Foreign  Relations,  Military  Affairs,  and 
Ordnance,  and  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Agriculture. 
In  1S73  he  was  re-elected.  He  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  Republican  party,  and  in  i860  was  a candidate  lor 
nomination  to  the  Presidency. 


e 


9 
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OODS,  GEORGE,  LL.  IE,  Chancellor  of  the 
Western  University  of  Pennsylvania,  was  born 
January  241I1,  1812,  in  what  is  now  called  Yar- 
mouth, on  Casco  bay,  eleven  miles  from  Portland, 
Maine.  His  father,  Joseph  Woods,  of  Scotch 
descent,  was  an  industrious  and  pious  mechanic, 
and  possessing  a large  library,  stored  his  own  mind  from  its 
contents,  while  stimulating  his  children  to  improve  their 
literary  taste  by  well-directed  studies  and  reading;  he  was 
warmly  interested  in  educational  mailers,  and  was  one  of 
the  first  contributors  to  the  endowment  of  the  well-known 
North  Yarmouth  Academy.  1 1 is  mother,  Elizabeth  Woods, 
was  of  English  extraction,  a woman  of  great  beauty, 
marked  and  estimable  characteristics,  from  whom  he  re- 
ceived much  aid  and  encouragement  in  his  efforts  to  obtain 
a thorough  education.  The  public  schools  then  afforded 
but  limited  educational  advantages,  and  were  in  session  for 
two  months  only  in  the  year,  the  major  portion  of  the  pupils 
being  occupied  for  the  remainder  in  farm  labor.  At  one 
period,  while  attending  a private  school,  he  was  advised  to 
pursue  a collegiate  course,  and  when  in  his  seventeenth 
year,  he  became  a pupil  at  the  academy  situated  near  his 
home,  in  the  meantime  applying  himself  to  work  in  order  to 
pay  the  expenses  attending  his  course.  In  1S33,  he  entered 
liowdoin  College,  with  only  twenty  dollars  to  call  his  own, 
but  by  labor  and  teaching,  he  succeeded  in  defraying  all 
his  expenses  with  the  single  exception  of  one  hundred  dol- 
lars, a debt  with  which  he  was  encumbered  at  the  date  of 
his  graduation.  A number  of  gentlemen  whose  attention 
had  been  attracted  by  his  extraordinary  efforts,  learning 
of  that  debt,  voluntarily  offered  him  aid,  w hich  he  uniformly 


and  courteously  declined.  Having  graduated  among  the 
first  (jf  the  large  class  of  1837,  he  turned  to  account  the 
reputation  he  had  already  acquired  as  a teacher,  and  from 
the  many  positions  tendered  him,  selected  a situation  in 
the  Gorham  Seminary,  at  that  time  the  most  flourishing  in- 
stitution of  its  grade  in  the  State.  In  1839,11c  left  Gorham, 
having  with  him  high  testimonials  from  the  Hoard,  to  accept 
the  Chair  of  Mathematics  and  Natural  Philosophy  in  lack- 
son  College,  at  Columbia,  Tennessee,  under  the  President 
of  which  he  had  fitted  himself  for  college.  The  financial 
distress  of  Jackson  College  caused  him  to  withdraw  in  1S41, 
and  his  health  having  suffered  from  close  application  to 
study,  he  spent  the  year  following  at  Andover  Seminary 
and  in  attendance  upon  lectures  in  Boston.  From  the  dale 
of  his  graduation  he  had  received  repeated  invitations  to 
assume  the  principalship  of  the  academy  in  his  native  town, 
which  has  risen  to  a high  rank  among  its  kindred  institu- 
tions. Liberal  offers  coupled  with  his  interest  in  his  native 
place  induced  his  acceptance  in' 1842,  and  though  still  suf- 
fering from  impaired  health,  he  entered  with  great  vigor 
upon  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  Students  were  attracted 
from  the  various  States,  also  from  Cuba  and  St.  Domingo, 
and  the  academy  was  speedily  acknowledged  to  be  with- 
out a superior  in  the  State.  He  continued  there  until  1854, 
and  afterw  ards  received  invitations  from  various  educational 
institutions,  including  one  under  the  control  of  a sect  dif- 
fering widely  from  him  in  religious  belief,  but  which  ten- 
dered him  absolute  control  for  ten  years  of  property,  in- 
come, and  a large  endowment  to  be  increased  by  many 
thousands  of  dollars.  He  taught  for  two  years  at  Auburn, 
Maine,  after  which  one  year  was  spent  in  business  in  Port- 
land. In  1859,  without  his  solicitation,  he  was  unani- 
mously elected  Principal  of  the  Western  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  located  at  Pittsburgh.  This  institution  had 
suffered  from  two  disastrous  fires,  and  mismanagement,  hav- 
ing been  suspended  from  1849101856.  I le  took  charge 
with  the  prejudices  of  the  community  against  it,  with  but 
thirty-five  pupils,  two  full  teachers,  and  tw'O  instructors  in 
the  modern  languages  ; the  w hole  property  of  the  University 
was  not  worth  over  850,000,  and  it  had  no  classes  in  the 
collegiate  course.  Under  his  able  administration  it  has 
steadily  grown,  until  it  now  numbers  sixteen  professors  and 
over  200  students  in  the  preparatory,  collegiate,  engineer- 
ing and  scientific  departments  and  has  a property  worth 
$350,000.  In  1863,  he  received  the  degree  of  EL.  I>.  from 
Jefferson  College.  He  excels  in  executive'  ability,  and 
clearness  in  imparting  instruction.  As  a lecturer  his 
powers  are  frequently  called  into  requisition,  and,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  many  public  addresses  which  have  been  pub- 
lished, he  has  contributed  largely  to  various  journals.  His 
writings  evince  deep  and  earnest  thought,  and  are  received 
w ith  great  avidity  by  numerous  admirers.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  1843,  ai>d  from  this  first  marriage  sprang  five 
children,  three  of  whom  aie  living;  he  was  again  mar- 
ried in  1864,  and  by  this  relation  has  three  children. 
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V LUMER,  W.  II.,  Banker,  is  one  of  the  prominent 
residents  of  Allentown,  Pennsylvania.  lie  is 
largely  the  architect  of  his  own  fortunes,  and, 
while  attending  energetically  to  the  promotion 
of  his  own  interests,  has  always  labored  for  the 
material  and  moral  advancement  of  the  commu- 
nity in  which  he  dwells.  No  public  work  has  been  pro- 
jected that  has  not  found  in  him  an  earnest  and  generous 
helper,  and  no  scheme  of  practical  benevolence  has  failed 
to  obtain  his  support.  As  a banker,  he  has  enjoyed  many 
opportunities  to  aid  in  the  development  of  the  resources  of 
the  district,  and  these  he  has  always  availed  himself  of  as 
becomes  a public-spirited  citizen.  lie  is  a man  of  firm  and 
decided  character,  of  unquestioned  integrity  and  honor,  of 
enlightened  and  progressive  ideas,  and  is  held  in  high 
estimation  in  a wide  circle. 
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C.  AUGUSTUS,  Merchant,  was  born 
in  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  January  14th,  1830, 
his  father,  an  American  citizen  of  German 
descent,  having  been  a greatly  respected  resident 
of  the  place  for  many  years.  He  was  educated 
^ in  the  private  schools  of  his  native  city,  and  at 
an  early  day  obtained  employment  upon  the  line  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Railroad.  Noting  the  necessity  for  better  and 
more  complete  facilities  for  transporting  produce  and  sup- 
plies to  and  from  Lancaster  and  its  neighborhood,  he 
started  a market  car,  and  even  at  the  outset  met  with  great 
success.  In  1S4S,  he  became  associated  in  partnership 
with  his  brother,  John  R.  Bitner,  in  the  same  enterprise, 
and  the  business  was  prosecuted  with  marked  energy  and 
prosperity  for  many  years.  He  has  large  monied  interests 
in  numerous  different  manufacturing  enterprises,  among 
which  are  the  Lancaster  Manufacturing  Company  and 
the  Lancaster  Bolt  Works,  in  both  of  which  corporations 
he  is  a Director,  lie  is  also  a Director  in  the  Board  of 
Management  of  the  Lancaster  & Millersville  Railroad,  and 
the  Lancaster  & Quarryville  Railroad.  He  is  one  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Northern  Market  House  Com- 
pany, and  of  the  Lancaster  Hotel  Company.  For  several 
years  he  was  a member  of  the  City  Councils,  and  is  now 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners.  He  is 
'extensively  engaged  in  real  estate  transactions,  and  has 
done  much  to  beautify  and  to  advance  the  material  interests 
of  his  native  city,  by  the  erection  of  numerous  handsome 
and  substantial  buildings.  He  has,  moreover,  a large 
amount  of  capital  embarked  in  the  coal  trade,  in  which 
bis  business  is  very  extensive,  his  sales  amounting  to  up- 
ward of  20,000  tons  per  annum.  He  is  noted  for  his 
liberality  in  all  commendable  measures  brought  to  his 
notice,  and  donated  the  ground  upon  which  the  works  of 
(he  Adams  & Perry  Watch  Company  are  to  be  erected, 
and,  in  addition  to  that  munificent  gift,  subscribed  largely 


to  the  stock  of  the  corporation.  He  was  married,  in  1851, 
to  a daughter  of  the  late  William  I back,  a well-known 
citizen  of  Lancaster,  and  has  a family  consisting  of  four 
children. 


PRECIIER,  GUSTAVUS  ADOLPHUS,  M.  D., 
Physician,  was  born  in  Chambersburg,  I’ennsvl- 
vania,  August  4th,  1844.  lie  is  the  son  of  Rev. 
Dr.  S.  Sprecher,  President  of  Wiltenburg  Col- 
lege, Springfield,  Ohio;  nephew  of  the  late  Rev. 
Dr.  S.  Schmucher,  Principal  of  the  Theological 
Seminary  of  Pennsylvania  College,  Gettysburg,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  brother  of  Rev.  S.  P.  Sprecher,  of  Utica,  New 
York,  an  eminent  Presbyterian  divine.  He  graduated  at 
Wiltenburg  College,  and  began  immediately  the  study  of 
medicine.  During  his  course  he  suffered  greatly  from 
acute  rheumatism,  and  after  using,  in  vain,  the  usual 
remedies,  accidentally  began  the  use  of  electricity,  with 
which  he  effected  an  immediate  cure.  This  led  him  to 
investigate  the  electric  method  as  a curative  agent,  and 
upon  the  completion  of  his  medical  course  he  applied  him- 
self to  the  study. of  this  new  branch,  and  thoroughly  mas- 
tering its  details  and  application  he  determined  to  make 
a specialization  of  its  practice.  He  engaged  actively  in 
the  prosecution  of  his  professional  line,  and  in  a very  short 
time  acquired  a most  extensive  and  lucrative  connection, 
in  which  he  is  still  engaged.  During  the  war,  he  served 
in  the  Union  army,  for  three  years,  as  Hospital  Steward 
of  the  171I1  Ohio  Volunteer  Battery.  11c  is  Vice-President 
of  the  Local  Land  Improvement  Company  of  his  city,  and 
a Past  Officer  in  a number  of  secret  societies. 


VOWE,  I ION.  THOMAS  M.,  Merchant,  Banker, 
and  Statesman,  was  born  in  Williamstown, 
Orange  county,  Vermont,  April  20th,  1S08.  His 
([  C I1  father,  Thomas  Howe,  was  a native  of  West- 
moreland, New  Hampshire,  who  removed  to 
Vermont  about  1S00;  his  mother,  Clarissa  (How- 
ard), born  in  Windham  county,  Connecticut,  was  mar- 
ried, at  Williamstown,  Vermont,  January  1st,  1S06,  to 
Thomas  IIowc,  who,  removing  in  1S17  to  Bloomfield, 
Ohio,  was  repeatedly  elected  a member  of  the  State  Legis- 
lature. Thomas  M.  received  a classical  education  at  the 
Warren  Academy,  and  after  serving  for  a few  years  as  a 
store  clerk,  settled,  in  March,  1829,  in  Pittsburgh.  Here 
he  engaged  himself  as  clerk  in  a wholesale  dry  goods 
house  at  a salary  of  ,8350  per  annum.  In  1833,  he  com- 
menced business  for  himself,  prosecuting  it  with  success 
until  1830,  when  he  accepted  the  Cashiership  of  the  Ex- 
change Bank,  now  the  Exchange  National  Bank,  of  Pitts- 
burgh. As  Cashier  and  President,  he  remained  with  this 
institution  for  over  twenty  years,  and  to  his  management 
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is  universally  ascribed  its  subsequent  great  success.  He 
has  recently  been  extensively  engaged  in  mining  and 
manufacturing  operations,  and  early  appreciated  the  value 
of  the  mineral  section  of  llie  southern  shore  of  Lake 
Superior,  and,  with  six  others,  sunk  the  first  regular  shaft 
there  in  1844,  near  the  present  Light  House  at  Copper 
Harbor.  For  over  twenty-five  years  he  was  a Director 
and  Treasurer  of  the  prosperous  Pittsburgh  & Boston  Min- 
ing Company.  He  was  an  original  proprietor  of  the  Penn 
Cotton  Mill,  and,  after  the  development  of  copper  on  Lake 
Superior,  he,  with  Rev.  Charles  Avery  and  Dr.  C.  G. 
Hussey,  under  the  firm-name  of  C.  G.  Hussey  & Co., 
commenced,  and  still  continues,  the  manufacture  of  copper. 
With  Dr.  Hussey,  he  also  projected  the  large  steel  manu- 
facturing establishment  now  operated  by  Ilussey,  Wells 
& Co.  ; and,  associated  with  General  J.  K.  Moorhead  and 
his  brother,  Joel  B.,  and  other  prominent  men,  perfected 
the  Monongahela  Slack  Water  Improvement  to  Browns- 
ville. I11  1S50,  he  was  elected  to  Congress,  and  re-fleeted 
in  1S52.  In  1S60,  he  was  a member  of  the  Electoral 
College,  which  cast  Pennsylvania’s  Presidential  vote  for 
Abraham  Lincoln.  During  the  war,  as  Chairman  of  the 
Allegheny  County  Committee  to  Promote  the  Recruiting  for 
the  Union  Army,  he  evinced  sterling  loyalty  and  generous 
energy  in  aiding  the  Government  in  various-. efficiant»ways. , 


Q.  A 
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VrftYlT  cFARLAND,  COT-  GEORGE'  F.,  Teacher,'  Edi- 
tor, Soldier,  etc.,  was  born  in  Swatara  township^ 
Pennsylvania,  April  2Sth,  1834.  1 1 is  parents, 

John  McFarland,  for  about  eighteen  years  a 
teacher,  and  Elizabeth  (Fisher),  were  both  of 
Scotch  descent.  His  limited  education  he  ac- 
quired at  the  common  schools  during  the  intervals  of  farm 
labor.  He  profiled  so  well  by  1 1 is  instruction  that,  at  the 
age  of  sixteen,  he  became  the  teacher  of  a r, elect  school, 
where  he  remained  for  several  years.  When  nineteen  years 
old,  he  employed  part  of  Wis  earnings  to  j ray  for  eighteen 
months  attendance  at  the  Freeburg  Academy.  For  a year 
and  a half  after,  he  was  employed  as  a ticket  agent  at 
Lcwistown,  Pennsylvania.  On  March  201I1,  1856,  he  mar- 
ried Aildie  D.  Griesemer,  of  Berks  county,  and  commenced 
wedded  life  with  a capital  of  fifty-three  dollars.  His  repu- 
tation was  such,  however,  that  the  Trustees  of  the  Freeburg 
Academy,  of  which  he  assumed  charge,  leased  the  school 
to  him  for  four  years,  upon  his  personal  security.  The 
undertaking,  though  heavy,  he  bravely  sustained,  for  he  was 
used  to  responsibility  and  struggles,  having  from  the  a're 
of  fourteen  been  obliged  to  earn  his  own  living  and  to  assist 
his  family;  when  fifteen  years  old  he  ran  a canal  boat,  and 
his  first  book  was  purchased  with  the  proceeds  of  the  sale 
of  a load  of  chips.  He  remained  in  Freeburg  until  Decem- 
ber, 1S5S,  making  a success  of  his  Institute,  and  saving 
sufficient  money  to  purchase  the  McAllisters  die  Academy, 


in  Juniata  county.  He  continued  teaching  until  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  Civil  War,  when  he  recruited  a company  from 
his  pupils,  other  students  and  fellow-teachers,  and  entered 
the  151st  Regiment  of  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  of  which 
he  was  elected  Lieutenant-Colonel.  1 1 is  military  record 
and  the  deeds  of  his  command  have  earned  an  enviable 
place  in  history.  In  many  well-fought  battles  he  led  his 
men  and  proved  his  valor  and  ability.  At  Gettysburg,  466 
men  and  21  officers  of  his  regiment  went  into  action,  and 
only  1 13  men  and  7 officers  lived  to  answer  roll-call  at  the 
close  of  the  day;  he  himself  was  severely  wounded,  being 
shot  in  both  legs  ; the  bones  of  the  left  were  shattered,  and 
amputation  of  the  right  limb  below  the  knee  was  necessary.  • 
For  eleven  months  he  was  confined  to  his  bed,  but  a good 
constitution,  the  result  of  a perfectly  temperate  life,  enabled 
him  to  regain  health,  and  he  continued  his  avocation  of 
teacher"  even  when  prostrated,  his  pupils  coming  to  the 
bedside  to  recite.  In  April,  1864,  he  was  appointed  Cleric 
in  the  State  Statistical  Department,  his  helpful  wife  going 
to  Harrisburg  for  reports  which  he  compiled  in  bed  and 
published.  He  continued  thus  employed  until  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Soldiers’  Orphans’  Schools.  October  7th, 
1864, the  changed  his  institute  into  such  a school,  being  the 
fiyst  to  inaugurate  the  noble  system  in  this  Slate.  Indeed, 
he  may  be  called  the  originator  of  the  benevolence.  He 
prepared  the  act  authorizing  them,  which  was  passed  aim  jst 
without  amendment,  and  gave  his  time,  labor,  money  and 
influence  to  perfect  the  system  ; to  him  it  was  a work  of 
patriotism  and  self-sacrificing  love,  nobly  and  thoroughly 
performed.  He  is  ever  active  with  pen  and  voice  in  behalf 
of  education,  temperance,  and  morality,  every  moment  of 
his  time  that  can  be  spared  from  his  business — he  owns 
an  extensive  nursery  and  florist  establishment — being  de- 
voted to  the  public  good.  He  lias  delivered  many  ad- 
dresses; his  oration  at  Gettysburg,  July  3 1st,  1866,  being 
an  especially  able  and  eloquent  effort.  As  editor  of  the 
Temperance  I 'indicator,  he  has  built  up  its  circulation  from 
300  to  5000.  He  never  wearies  in  doing  good  and  is  ably 
assisted  by  his  family,  consisting  of  his  wife,  two  sons,  and 
two  daughters. 


OIINSON,  HON.  SAMUEL  I’ORTER,  Lawyer 
and  Judge,  was  born  in  Venango  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, January  31st,  1809.  lie  is  the  second 
son  of  the  Rev.  Robert  Johnson,  who  was  one 
of  the  pioneer  Presbyterian  preachers  in  north- 
western Pennsylvania,  commencing  in  1S01,  and 
officiating  as  pastor  for  more  than  fifty  years.  He  received 
a liberal  education,  and  finally  graduated  at  Jetlerson  Col- 
lege, in  1S30.  Shortly  after,  he  took  charge  of  an  academy 
at  New  Berlin,  Union  county,  Pennsylvania,  and,  a year 
later,  became  Principal  of  the  Academy  at  Danville,  then 
Columbia,  now  Montour  county,  which  institution  he  eon- 
I ducted  successfully  until  the  summer  of  1833.  In  the 


j ;/;  I :;r!  I,.I.  :!  > 1 ■ i>  >iif  ' M’  • r,  t Otttt  •'  . 1 -f><‘S 

:•  i „•  ..  ;f:,.  i .pc,;  i • ..jny.st)  f:  a,  ><  ail 

! ! V'  i Vi  , ! ■'  ' < j 4>  > 1 

' 1 Y'l  ;')!.(»  .•  ’ 1 &i<  H 1 *Sj  .'.y'jM* 


.! 


ni  ■ ■'(  i i" 

M tl  ■ ■■  ;,.  f)l  4 - < ' "W;;  ■<  4 1 • 4 


u-j  . • ly.'i  a-;  • i • • ■ 

. .d  ,1,  . v/Or JJ  «.>»'"  .V i-jiv-  ;•!;>:  ■-  -l'4  • ' : 

>>  4 *i  1 i>a  '-'l  -;>t  <vs  ; : • *0  ! ' ’ ■ 

h,,!  . 'Vi:  ■ t.  . •.  '<■'  ft'  4U  /(  4 i.  4 '• " # 4'4-> 


■ .rti  ' •(; 

'll'.  . ,}«VW  > ';M'„  (■'  ' • 4 -'I-'-  ' ), 

'•■n  ■: 

v; 

U17  -1  ' 

i ri  *>/  -■  ■ - •• 

t 

. ) • I 

- 

i tu-  •••  i ' ' ' 

A 

#Vf 

tin  ; Ii.1  44  4 9 ■ 

w * 

ia  , (li.  • ‘1  x!i  ' 1 : 

' V 

iy-  ,/iY'l  ,nt,;»-4  ■' 

..1|  • ,J>4  i VIM.4.'  • 'll 4 

. i iitii.i'.f  . ; i < > • • • 4 J* 

, ni.. 

>!!■  .1.,' 

Il'i-ll  V'll 

, s /. i ■ ■ ■ ,i;.  ni  J-  1 .•■■■'!  - 

. • 


it4’-. 


"to  j||  -(I i ’ 1 f> 


. Jir . • ■ ■'  i • 

, }fV.  ,r„;  •»  iill  ^(1  myiitf  ' ?■'««*  ■ ■’ 

, . ,r  I * - inttvrl  m • ' 

ijd  ,(.  jn  y!  '4>l  " 4 '"'f  I1'  II"  ' 

, 


664 


BIOGRAPHICAL  ENCYCLOPEDIA. 


meantime,  lie  studied  law  under  lion.  Robert  C.  Grier,  late 
Judge  of  tlie  United  States  Supreme  Court,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  at  Sunlmry,  Northumberland  county, 
Pennsylvania,  November  3d,  l S3 3.  Returning  to  Venango, 
Franklin  county,  he  commenced  his  professional  career  and 
met  with  merited  success.  In  September,  1S34,  he  removed 
to  Warren,  Pennsylvania,  and  associated  himself  in  practice 
with  Thomas  Struthers.  lie  soon  extended  his  connection 
into  all  of  the  surrounding  counties,  and  attended  the 
various  courts  punctually  for  nearly  a quarter  of  a century. 
In  1S4O,  he  organized  the  new  firm  of  Johnson  & Blown, 
and  continued  in  extensive  practice  until  he  was  elected,  in 
1S60,  to  the  President  Judgeship  of  the  Sixth  Judicial  Dis- 
trict of  Pennsylvania,  composed  of  Erie,  Crawford,  Warren, 
and,  later,  Elk  counties.  In  1S70.be  declined  a renomina- 
tion and  resumed  his  labors  at  the  bar,  his  practice  extend- 
ing ultimately  over  six  counties  and  into  the  United  States 
courts,  in  which  he  is  still  actively  engaged,  and  distinguished 
for  his  talents  and  abilities.  He  has  been  a member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  far  several  years  past,  and  is  a gene- 
rous contributor  to  all  religious,  charitable,  and  educational 
enterprises.  He  was  a member  of  the  Whig  party  during 
its  existence,  and,  since  its  dissolution,  has  been  attached  to 
the  Republican  organization.  In  1S37,  he  was  married  to 
the  daughter  of  Dr.  I. alien  Ilazcltine,  of  Jamestown,  New 
York;  she,  dying  in  1 S5S,  left  four  children  ; in  1839,  he  was 
again  married  to  a sister  of  his  partner  (Mr.  Brown),  then 
a widow  with  one  son,  who  is  now  a practising  lawyer  in 
the  city  of  Erie,  Pennsylvania. 


^ELAMATER, 

J I born  in  Whi 

*(6)  J 1S21.  ii,s  f 

^ ■ 1 traction,  and 
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G \J  from  Holland 


I ION.  GEORGE  B„  Lawyer,  was 
Whitehall,  New  York,  January  14th, 
family  is  of  French  Huguenot  ex- 
traction, and  his  ancestors  came  to  this  country 
from  Holland,  about  1656.  Originally  the  name 
was  De  I.e  Maitre,  and  the  founder  of  the  family 
in  America  was  Israel  De  I.e  Maitre,  who  settled  in  Ulster 
county,  New  York,  and  whose  life,  with  a notice  of  his 
progeny,  was  published  in  the  Historical  Acre/  England 
Genealogical  Register,  vol.  xiv.,  issued  in  1SC0.  His 
father,  Thomas  Delamater,  was  an  early  settler  of  Craw- 
ford county;  his  mother,  Martha  Day,  was  a resident  of 
Granville,  New  York,  lie  was  educated  irregularly  at  an 
academic  institution  in  Waterford,  and  in  the  preparatory  de- 
partment of  Oberlin  College.  After  leaving  the  latter 
institution,  he  continued  his  studies  under  Dr.  Barker, 
President  of  the  Allegheny  College  at  Meadville,  and,  at 
a later  date,  commenced  the  study  of  the  law  with  Hon. 
John  Furnalley,  but  without  purposing  definitely  to  become 
an  active  practitioner.  In  1 S4 7 , he  was  admitted  to  the 
Crawford  county  bar,  and  practised  his  profession  in  Mead- 
ville for  almost  two  years.  Interesting  himself  in  politics, 
lie  became  one  of  the  organizers  in  Crawford  county  of  the 


I old  Anti-Slavery  party,  and  was  a Delegate  to  the  Buffalo 
| Convention  that  nominated  Martin  Van  Buren  as  a candi- 
date for  the  Presidency.  In  1S50,  he  was  induced  to 
assume  the  editorship  of  the  Yonngsvil/e  Express,  in  War- 
, ren  county,  continuing  at  the  same  time  his  professional 
labors.  At  the  end  of  two  years  that  journal  was  consoli- 
j dated  with  the  Warren  Mail,  and  being  interested  in  pro- 
' petty  in  Lawnville,  Crawford  county,  he  removed  thither, 
and  engaged  in  a general  country  mercantile  business. 
Later,  connected  with  Orange  Noble,  he  engaged  in  the 
extensive  manufacture  of  dressed  hogshead  staves  for  the 
West  India  market.  Upon  the  development  of  petroleum 
in  the  adjoining  county  of  Venango,  in  1S59,  the  firm  of 
Noble  & Delamater  began  to  operate  as  oil  merchants, 
sinking  several  wells,  and  in  May,  1S63,  striking  the  re- 
nowned Noble  Well,  the  largest  ever  struck  in  the  Penn- 
sylvania Oil  Region.  Rapidly  accumulating  a large  for- 
tune in  this  enterprise,  the  latter  partner  withdrew  almost 
1 entirely  from  the  oil  business,  and,  purchasing  a superb 
home  in  Meadville,  devoted  himself  to  the  education  of 
his  children.  In  1S70,  he  received  the  Republican  nomi- 
nation of  the  Twenty-ninth  District  for  the  State  Senate, 
and  was  elected  over  J.  Ross  Thompson,  of  Erie  county. 
J Declining  a renomination,  he  returned  to  the  enjoyment  of 
the  tranquil  life  which  it  has  ever  been  his  desire  to  lead. 
He  has  been  engaged  in  many  of  the  most  extensive  and 
useful  branches  of  industry  in  northwestern  Pennsylvania; 
is  a quarter  owner  of  the  Erie  Blast  Furnace;  is  interested 
in  the  Erie  Rolling  Mill,  and  importantly  identified  with 
several  banking  enterprises.  He  is  interested  also  in  the 
mining  of  coal  and  of  iron  ore  in  the  Superior  Region. 
II  e was  one  of  the  projectors  of  the  Shenango  & Allegheny 
Railroad,  is  one  of  the  principal  owners  of  its  securities, 
and  is  among  the  largest  of  the  holders  of  real  estate  in 
Meadville.  At  the  present  time  he  is  Acting  President 
of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  Allegheny  College,  and  a 
Trustee  of  Oberlin  College,  Ohio.  He  was  married,  March 
241I1,  1S47,  to  Susan  C.,  daughter  of  Noah  Town,  of  Towns- 
ville, Crawford  county,  by  whom  he  has  had  four  children 
— three  sons  and  one  daughter. 


MITII,  JOHN  COLEY,  A.  M„  Principal  of  the 
Iron  City  Business  College,  Pittsburgh,  Penn- 
sylvania, was  born  in  Mariaville,  Schenectady 
county,  New  York,  September  29th,  1S23.  His 
education  was  received  at  Hamilton) College,  of 
which  institution  he  is  a graduate.  He  considers 
himself  a self-educated  man,  however.  After  leaving  col- 
lege he  taught  common  school  at  Sharon,  Schoharie  county, 
I New  York,  and  left  there  to  become  Principal  of  the  Union 
1 Schools  of  a town  in  Montgomery  county  ; was  afterwards 
Principal  of  the  Union  Schools  at  Rome,  Oneida  county; 
Professor  of  English  Literature  in  Carlisle  Seminary,  Scho- 
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havie  county,  and  Professor  of  Mathematics  in  Fairfield 
Seminary,  Ilcrkimer  county,  all  in  his  native  Stale.  In 
1S57,  he  came  to  Pittsburgh  to  take  charge  of  the  book- 
keeping department  of  the  Iron  City  Business  College, 
which  had  then  been  in  existence  three  years.  Three  years 
later,  he  became  a partner  in  and  associate  principal  of  the 
college.  It  had,  to  that  time,  been  a financial  failure,  but 
the  new  management  brought  liberal  patronage  from  all 
parts  of  the  country.  Eighteen  thousand  young  men  have 
graduated  from  it  during  the  twenty  years  of  its  existence, 
two  thousand  of  whom  are  engaged  in  various  callings  in 
the  city  of  Pittsburgh  alone,  many  of  them  being  successful 
merchants,  bankers,  railroad  officials,  etc.  In  1S70,  Pro- 
fessor Smith  became  the  sole  proprietor  and  principal  of  the 
college. 

ACOBUS,  MELANCTI-ION  WILLIAMS,  D.  D., 
Lt..  I).,  was  born  at  Newark,  New  Jersey,  Sep- 
tember 19th,  1816.  He  was  the  eldest  son  of 
Peter  and  Phoebe  (Williams)  Jacobus.  In  his 
fifteenth  year,  he  entered  Princeton  College, 
Sophomore  class,  and  three  years  later  graduated 
with  first  honors  from  that  institution.  One  year  later,  he 
matriculated  at  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Princeton,  and 
on  completing  his  course  was  appointed  Assistant  Professor 
in  the  Hebrew  Department.  Here  he  remained  a year, 
when,  in  answer  to  a unanimous  call,  he  assumed  charge 
of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Brooklyn,  New  York. 
He  was  installed  in  1839,  and  to  him  .this  church  owes  its 
perpetuity  and  success.  In  1850,  his  health  failing,  he 
visited  Europe,  and,  with  his  wife,  went  into  Egypt,  Pales- 
tine and  Syria,  returning  home  by  way  of  Constantinople 
and  Greece.  During  his  absence  he  was  elected  Professor 
of  Oriental  and  Biblical  Literature  in  the  Theological  Semi- 
nary at  Allegheny,  Pennsylvania.  Resigning  his  ministerial 
work,  he  assumed  the  duties  of  his  chair  in  1852,  and  con- 
tinued actively  engaged  therein  until  ill  health  obliged  him, 
in  1866,  to  make  a second  lour  in  Europe.  He  is  the 
author  of  many  and  valuable  works  upon  theological  sub- 
jects; in  1S4S,  he  published  a volume  of  Notes  on  the 
New  Testament,  entitled  Matthew  with  the  Harmony ; sub- 
sequently, '1  he  Catechetical  Question  Booh,  Mark  and  Luke, 
a Commentary  on  St.  John' s Gospels,  and  The  Acts  of  the 
Apostles.  In  1864-65,  two  volumes  on  Genesis  were  issued 
by  him,  and,  in  1873,  the  first  volume  on  Exodus,  entitled 
Egypt  to  Sinai.  These,  with  many  other  works  and  pam- 
phlets, are  now  accepted  as  among  the  standard  theological 
literature  of  the  day.  In  1852,  the  degree  of  D.  I),  was 
conferred  upon  him  by  Jefferson  College,  Pennsylvania, 
and  in  1867  he  was  created  an  I.L.  I),  by  his  alma  mater. 
At  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Old  School  Presbyterian 
Church,  in  New  York,  May,  1869,  he  was  chosen  Modera- 
tor, and  he  also  occupied  a most  important  position  in  the 
Assembly  of  1870.  He  now  fills  the  position  of  Secretary 
8-1 


of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
by  his  conscientious  and  skilful  management,  as  well  as  by 
the  personal  influence  he  exerts  as  a man  of  superior 
abilities  and  an  author  of  numerous  works  of  deep  learning 
and  great  value,  he  greatly  benefits  the  whole  denomination 
which  he  represents.  January,  1840,  he  married  the  eldest 
daughter  of  Samuel  Hayes,  M.  1).,  of  Newark,  New  Jersey. 


1 ARNER,  IION.  HENRY,  Controller  of  Alle- 
gheny County,  Pennsylvania,  was  born  in  Alle- 
gheny City,  Pennsylvania,  May  30th,  1838.  His 
parents,  Henry  and  Mary  R.  Warner,  were  of 
Irish  nationality.  He  received  his  education  at 
the  common  schools  of  his  native  city,  and  early 
began  his  business  life  in  the  humble  position  of  “ printer’s 
devil”;  was  next  errand-boy  in  a book  store,  then  book- 
keeper in  a manufacturing  establishment,  and  finally  at- 
tained an  interest  in  a saw  mill  at  Sexvick leyville,  Penn- 
sylvania. From  this  place  he  enlisted,  in  the  war  for  the 
Union,  as  a private  in  Battery  G,  Independent  Pennsylvania 
Artillery;  was  promoted  to  Duty  Sergeant,  August  22(1, 
1862;  to  Quartermaster  Sergeant,  December  91I1,  1S62;  to 
First  Sergeant,  April  1st,  1863;  to  Second  Lieutenant,  Sep- 
tember 1st,  1S63;  to  Post  Adjutant  of  Fort  Delaware,  De- 
cember 1st,  1S63;  to  command  of  Reedy  Point  fortifications 
in  January,  1864,  and  was  honorably  discharged,  June  201I1, 
1S64,  by  reason  of  “ expiration  of  term  of  service.”  In  1867, 
he  was  elected  a member  of  the  Common  Councils  of  Alle- 
gheny City,  from  the  Sixth  Ward ; was  re-elected  in  1S6S 
and  1869,  in  the  latter  year  being  President  of  that  body. 
In  1870,  he  was  elected  to  represent  his  city  in  the  Stale 
Legislature,  and  in  1S71  was  chosen  Controller  of  Alle- 
gheny County. 


ARR,  IION.  JAMES  P.,  Editor  in  Chief  of  the 
Pittsburgh  Post,  Delegate  at  Large  to  the  Con- 
stitutional Convention  of  1 S72— ’73,  to  which  body 
he  was  chosen  to  supply  the  vaeancy  made  by 
the  resignation  of  Hon.  Judge  Black,  was  born 
in  Greensburg,  Pennsylvania,  on  September  4U1, 
1822.  1 1 is  father,  Daniel  II.  Barr,  emigrated  to  this 

c mntry  from  Ireland  at  an  early  age;  served  with  dis- 
tinction in  the  War  of  1S12,  and  during  his  life  held 
several  positions  of  honor  and  trust  under  the  Federal  and 
State  Governments.  James  P.  Barr  found  his  congenial 
occupation  when,  in  1841,  he  entered  the  office  of  the 
Amerii.au  Manufacturer,  a Democratic  paper  printed  in 
Pittsburgh,  to  learn  the  “ Art  preservative  of  arts  ” — the  art 
of  printing.  After  doing  faithful  duty  in  that  business,  in 
1S44  he  went  into  the  post-office  in  Pittsburgh  as  a clerk, 
and  served  with  large  responsibilities  but  little  reward  until 
1849,  when  he  bought  the  Pittsburgh  Chronicle  establish- 
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liient,  and  conducted  that  newspaper  for  several  years  with 
decided  success.  In  1857,  he  became  sole  Editor  of  the 
J'os/,  which  he  still  manages  as  principal  Editor  and  pro- 
prietor. In  1S62,  he  was  elected  Surveyor-General  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  which  office  lie  served  the  legal  term  of 
three  years,  the  Slate  during  that  time  being  invaded  by 
the  rebel  forces.  The  important  documents  confided  to  his 
care  were  saved  from  the  possibility  of  capture  by  his  ener- 
getic action,  and  he  retired  from  the  office  at  the  end  of  his 
official  term  with  much  credit  and  honor.  1 1 is  reports, 
while  Surveyor-General,  were  more  complete  and  satisfac- 
tory than  any  that  his  predecessors  had  made  for  years. 
He  has  been  prominent  in  the  politics  of  his  State  as  a 
Democratic  leader,  and  has  filled  various  offices  of  trust  and 
great  responsibility.  lie  has  always  taken  a leading  part 
in  public  charities,  and  at  his  suggestion  the  first  Home  for 
the  orphans  of  soldiers  killed  in  the  late  war  was  chartered 
by  the  State.  It  was  assisted  by  large  private  subscriptions, 
obtained  chiefly  by  his  efforts,  and  was  successfully  con- 
ducted until  its  close  under  his  personal  supervision.  Other 
charitable  objects  and  societies  have  received  much  of  his 
care  and  attention.  For  several  years  he  was  an  Inspector 
in  the  Western  Penitentiary  of  Pennsylvania,  to  the  duties 
of  which  office  he  gave  earnest  and  benevolent  care.  He 
has  long  been  an  active  member  of  the  State  and  National 
Committees  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  has  taken  a 
prominent  part  in  all  that  party’s  affairs.  In  1873,  he  suc- 
ceeded Judge  Black  in  the  Constitutional  Convention,  and 
during  its  sessions  and  the  canvass  for  the  adoption  of  the 
new  Constitution  lie  took  the  deepest  interest  in  its  success. 


IMBRIGIIT,  HENRY  AUGUSTUS,  Major  and 
Brevet  Colonel  United  States  Army,  Colonel  and 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  United  States  Volun- 
teers, was  born  in  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  March 
24th,  iStg.  He  is  a grandson  of  a soldier  of  the 
Revolution,  and  a son  of  Frederick  Ilambright, 
who  served  in  1812,  and  died  in  April,  1S72.  He  attended 
the  schools  of  his  native  city  until  fifteen  years  of  age,  and 
a year  later  was  employed  under  his  father  as  Superintend- 
ent of  Grading  on  the  Germantown  & Norristown  Railroad. 
Contracting  for  large  improvements  then  became  his  busi- 
ness for  a time,  and  he  assisted  in  constructing  the  Tide- 
water Canal  from  Wrightsville,  the  Delaware  Division  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Canal,  etc.  When  war  was  declared 
with  Mexico,  he  aided  in  recruiting  at  Lancaster,  and  was 
made  First  Sergeant  of  the  Cameron  Guards,  Company  G, 
2d  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  J.  W.  Gearv,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel,  Colonel  Roberts  commanding.  He  participated 
in  the  battles  of  Cerro  Gordo  and  Plan  del  Rea,  where  he 
was  promoted  First  Lieutenant  in  Company  II.  He  was 
also  in  the  actions  of  Contreras,  Chapul tepee,  and  at  Garita 
Belen,  where  he  w'as  wounded  in  the  head,  and  took  part 


finally  in  the  capture  of  the  city  of  Mexico,  September  13th 
and  I4:h,  1S47.  His  regiment  then  brigaded  under  Gen- 
eral C.  Cushing,  and  remained  in  garrison  at  San  Angel 
until  peace  was  declared.  The  command  was  mustered 
out  at  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  in  July,  1848,  and  from 
that  date  he  was  engaged  on  various  public  works  until  the 
commencement  of  the  late  Civil  War,  at  w hich  time  he  was 
General  Superintendent  of  the  Eastern  Division  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad.  In  March,  1S61,  he  was  tendered 
bv  the  Secretary  of  War  a commission  as  Second  Lieutenant 
in  the  6th  United  States  Infantry,  but  declined  the  appoint- 
ment. When  active  hostilities  began,  however,  lie  assumed 
command  of  a company  of  volunteers  attached  to  the  1st 
Pennsylvania  Regiment,  and  served  under  Patterson  in  the 
Shenandoah  Valley  until  July  26th,  1861.  May  14th  of 
the  same  year  he  was  appointed  by  Secretary  Cameron  to  a 
captaincy  in  the  nth  United  States  Infantry,  but  was  placed 
upon  volunteer  duty,  and  detailed  to  organize  a regiment 
of  lilies  for  three  years  service,  of  which  he  was  commis- 
sioned Colonel,  and  which  was  mustered  in  as  the-  79th 
Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry.  He  afterward  partici- 
pated in  the  actions  at  Green  River,  Kentucky,  Perryville, 
Stone  River,  Champion  Hills,  and  in  all  the  battles  and 
marches  from  Nashville  to  Atlanta.  He  was  brevetted 
Major  United  States  Army  at  Stone  River,  Tennessee,  Sep- 
tember 20th,  1S63  ; at  Chickamauga,  Tennessee,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  United  Slates  Army  ; and  for  gallantry  at  Jonesboro, 
Georgia,  and  in  the  Atlanta  campaign  of  1S64,  Colonel 
United  States  Army.  The  brevet  of  Brigadier-General  of 
Volunteers  he  received  for  distinguished  services  during 
the  war,  and  as  such  was  mustered  out  with  his  command, 
July  20th,  1865.  He  was  then  placed  upon  garrison  duty 
in  Virginia  until  September,  1S66,  when  his  command  was 
transferred  with  the  battalion  to  the  29th  United  States  In- 
fantry. January  27th,  1869,  he  became  Major,  and  was 
attached  to  the  321!  Infantry,  and  upon  its  consolidation 
with  the  19th  Infantry  in  March,  1869,  assumed  a similar 
rank  in  that  command,  with  which  he  has  since  served  effi- 
ciently at  frontier  and  other  posts. 


cKNIGLIT,  CHARLES,  Journalist  and  Author, 
was  born  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  September 
4th,  1826.  He  is  of  Scotch-Irish  extraction,  and 
his  father,  William  McKnight,  was  one  of  the 
most  extensive  and  prominent  dry  goods  mer- 
chants in  Pittsburgh.  He  was  educated  at  Prince- 
ton College,  New  Jersey,  and  upon  the  completion  of  his 
studies  graduated  from  that  institution.  He  then  became 
engaged  for  a short  time  in  the  study  of  law,  travelled  in 
Europe  for  a period  of  two  years,  and  returning  became 
editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Evenin g Chronicle.  This  en- 
terprise he  brought  to  a very  flourishing  condition,  and  at 
the  date  of  the  capture  of  Richmond  disposed  of  his  inter- 
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est  in  ils  management.  For  more  than  four  years  he  has 
published  the  Illustrated  People's  Monthly.  Old  Port 
Duquesne,  written  for  that  journal,  and  published  in  1873, 
attracted  considerable  attention  both  in  this  country  and 
across  the  ocean;  in  July,  1874,  it  was  brought  out  by 
Bernhard  Tauchnitz,  the  famous  publisher  of  Leipsic,  and 
in  the  following  September  was  republished  by  the  well- 
known  firm  of  Warne  & Co.,  in  London,  England.  At 
the  present  time  he  is  engaged  in  completing  a historical 
romance,  entitled  Simon  Cirly.  lie  was  married  to  Jeanie 
Baird,  the  youngest  daughter  of  lion.  Judge  Baird,  and 
from  this  union  have  sprung  four  children,  all  of  whom  are 
living. 

EGLEY,  WILLIAM  B„  LL.  B.,  Lawyer,  was 
born  in  East  Liberty  District,  now  the  Nineteenth 
Ward  of  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  June  51I1, 
1828.  1 1 is  father,  Daniel  Negley,  whose  great 

wealth  enabled  him  to  greatly  assist  in  building 
up  Pittsburgh,  afforded  him  every  means  for  ob- 
taining a thorough  education,  and  after  full  preliminary  in- 
struction in  the  best  schools  he  was,  in  1846,  examined  and 
admitted  to  the  Junior  class  of  Jefferson  College.  He  then 
returned  home  and  entered  upon  a course  of  medical  lead- 
ing, intending  to  adopt  that  profession,  an  idea  which  he 
suddenly  abandoned,  and  at  once  engaged  in  the  slud_y  of 
law.  lie  pursued  his  legal  course  under  the  tuition  of 
Judge  Mellon,  of  Pittsburgh,  until  1848,  when  he  joined  the 
law  department  of  Princeton  College,  and  graduated  thence 
in  June,  1849,  receiving  the  degree  of  LL.  I!.  Returning 
to  Pittsburgh,  he  was,  on  October  12th,  1S49,  admitted  to 
the  bar,  and  has  since  then  been  actively  engaged  in  an 
extensive  professional  practice.  lie  has  formed  several 
partnerships  during  his  business  life  : in  1S50,  with  John  II. 
McFadden  ; in  1851,  with  Thomas  Mellon ; in  1855,  with 
Andrew  McMaster,  and  November  nth,  1S57,  with  David 
Bruce,  his  brother-in-law,  under  the  firm-title  of  Bruce  & 
Negley,  which  connection  still  continues,  the  firm  having  a 
business  and  practice  second  to  none  in  Pittsburgh.  At  the 
commencement  of  the  late  Civil  War,  he  was  appointed 
Chief  Aid  and  Brigade  Inspector,  with  the  rank  of  Major, 
on  the  staff  of  General  James  S.  Negley,  but  owing  to  the  ill 
health  of  his  wife  he  resigned  after  a few  months’  service. 
In  August,  1862,  he  w as  commissioned  by  the  War  Depart- 
ment to  superintend  the  draft  in  Allegheny  county.  In 
1S66,  he  was  a delegate  to  the  State  convention  which 
nominated  A.  G.  Curtin  for  a second  term.  He  was  also  a 
member  of  the  Baltimore  convention  in  June,  1S64,  which 
renominated  Abraham  Lincoln  for  President.  lie  is  an 
ardent  Republican,  and  has'served  the  party  in  many  posi- 
tions of  importance  and  honor.  He  has  represented  his 
ward  for  many  years  in  the  Common  Councils  of  the  city, 
and  for  the  last  two  years  has  presided  over  that  body.  In 
1871,110  was  the  leading  lawyer  in  the  employ  of  the  Tem- 


perance party,  which  prosecuted  two  county  commissioners 
for  bribery  and  corruption,  and  he  succeeded  in  having 
them  declared  guilty.  I11  faith  and  practice  he  is  a Pres- 
byterian of  the  old  school,  holding  the  office  of  ruling  elder 
in  his  church.  May  17th,  1S53,  he  was  married  to  Joanna 
W.,  daughter  of  the  late  Rev.  Robert  Bruce,  D.  D.,of  Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania. 


ILKINS,  IION.  WILLIAM,  Lawyer  and  Judge, 
was  born  in  Carlisle,  Cumberland  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, in  1779;  his  father,  John  Wilkins, 
having  been  a resident  of  that  place.  He  was 
o)  'ey  educated  at  Dickinson  College,  and  studied  law 
under  the  direction  of  Judge  Watts,  with  whom 
he  continued  until  his  admission  to  the  bar  in  Carlisle. 
Settling  in  Pittsburgh,  i8oo-’6,  he  practised  successfully  as 
an  attorney,  and  was  appointed  Judge  by  Governor  Findlay. 
He  was  a General  of  the  militia,  also  an  influential  member 
of  the  Legislature;  he  was  elected  to  Congress  upon  two 
occasions,  and  for  several  years  ably  discharged  the  duties 
of  United  States  Senator.  During  the  administration  of 
General  Jackson,  he  was  appointed  by  him  Minister  to 
Russia,  and,  under  the  Presidency  of  Tyler,  became  Secie- 
tary  of  War.  Subsequently,  although  firmly  attached  to 
the  Democratic  party,  he  strenuously  supported  the  Govern- 
ment during  the  war.  While  in  his  eightieth  year,  when 
the  Home  Guards  were  organized,  he  was  mounted  through- 
out the  day,  and  took  his  position  on  parade.  During  a 
period  extending  to  more  than  sixty  years,  he  was  the  most 
prominent  man  in  western  Pennsylvania,  was  well  known 
throughout  the  country,  and  was  eminently  influential  as  a 
popular  chief  and  leader.  As  a lawyer,  he  won  high  and 
widespread  distinction,  and  participated  importantly  in  pub- 
lic affairs,  taking  especial  interest  in  the  cause  of  education. 
He  was  twice  married — to  Catherine  Holmes,  of  Baltimore, 
Maryland,  and  to  Matilda  Dallas,  daughter  of  Alexander 
James  Dallas,  formerly  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He 
died  in  June,  1865,  in  his  eighty-sixth  year,  leaving  as 
survivors  four  daughters. 
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KNIGHT,  IION.  ROBERT,  Lawyer,  was  born 
in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  January  27th,  1820. 
1 1 is  father,  William  McKnight,  was  one  of  the 
earliest  resident  merchants  in  the  above-men- 
tioned city,  and  an  esteemed  and  influential  citi- 
zen. Under  the  tuition  of  the  Rev.  Hugh  Mc- 
Millan, in  Xenia,  Ohio,  the  lad  received  the  preliminary 
training  which  fitted  him  to  enter  Princeton  College, 
whence  he  graduated  in  1S39.  He  then  entered  upon  a 
course  of  legal  studies  in  the  office  of  Hon.  Richard  Bidole, 
an  eminent  jurist  of  Pittsburgh,  upon  the  completion 
of  the.  course  passed  the  examination,  and  in  1842  was 
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admitted  to  the  bar.  lie  then  entered  upon  the  active  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  in  his  native  city,  and  associated  him- 
self in  partnership  with  Ilenry  S.  Magraw;  in  this  connection 
he  has  since,  except  when  prevented  by  official  duties,  con- 
tinued to  care  for  the  interests  of  a large  and  remunerative 
clientage.  For  two  years  he  was  President  of  Common 
Councils,  and  also  for  three  years  acted  as  a member  of 
that  body.  He  was  elected  to  Congress,  in  1858,  by  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  was  re-elected  in  i860.  While  serving 
his  first  term  he  was  appointed  a member  of  the  Election 
Committee;  and  during  the  second  served  on  the  Commit- 
tees on  Foreign  Affairs  and  Capitol  Buildings  and  Grounds; 
as  a member  of  the  latter,  he  introduced  a resolution  to 


change  the  statue  on  the  dome  of  the  Capitol.  He  is  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  has 
been  a Ruling  Elder  for  many  years,  invariably  taking  a 
prominent  part  in  all  their  public  assemblages  and  import- 
ant movements.  At  the  present  time  he  is  engaged  in  the 
management  of  the  vast  Denny  interests  and  estates,  and 
to  that  responsible  employment  devotes  the  major  portion 
of  his  time  and  attention.  lie  is  a vigorous  and  eloquent 
campaign  speaker,  and  possesses  in  a high  degree  those 
qualifications  necessary  to  secure  attention  and  respect. 
He  was  married  to  a daughter  of  the  Hon.  Harmer  Denny, 
of  Pittsburgh,  who  was  also  the  granddaughter  of  James 
O’Hara. 
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